
  

 1 

Padres Press Clips  

     Thursday, January 18, 2018 
 

 

Article Source Author Page  

 

Padres roster review: Cory Spangenberg SD Union Tribune Sanders 2   

 

Padres installing baseball's biggest solar project SD Union Tribune Nikolewski 4  

 

Gore, Morejon rank among baseball's top lefty pitching SD Union Tribune Sanders 6  

prospects  

 

Padres show off MLB-largest solar power plans MLB.com Cassavell 7  

 

Manny Margot and the Stickiness of a Launch-Angle Breakout FanGraphs Sarris 8  

 

  



  

 2 

Padres roster review: Cory 
Spangenberg 
Jeff Sanders  

Sizing up the Padres’ 40-man roster, from A to Z, heading into the 2018 season. 

CORY SPANGENBERG 

• Position(s): Third baseman, second baseman, left fielder 
• 2018 Opening Day age: 27 
• Bats/throws: L/R 
• Height/weight: 6-foot / 195 pounds 
• Acquired: First round (10th overall) in 2011 (Indian River Community College, Fla.) 
• Contract status: Will earn $1.7 million in 2018; will be arbitration-eligible for the 

second time in 2019 
• Key stats: .264 avg., .322 OBP, .401 SLG, 13 HRs, 46 RBIs, 57 runs, 11 steals, 34 BBs, 

128 strikeouts (129 games, 486 plate appearances) 

STAT TO NOTE 

• 16.9 – The percent of Spangenberg’s at-bats that produced soft contact in 2017, a career-
best according to fangraphs.com. His 29.2-percent hard-contact rate was also a career-
best as Spangenberg set career-highs in homers, doubles (18) and total bases (178). 

TRENDING 

• Up – The Padres seemingly traded away Jedd Gyorko to clear second base for 
Spangenberg, who amassed 2.1 Wins Above Replacement (WAR) in a breakthrough 2015 
campaign. A severe quad injury, however, limited Spangenberg to 14 games in 2016 and 
forced the Padres to start him at Triple-A El Paso to start 2017. He didn’t stay there long, 
fashioning a .348 batting average in 17 games in the Pacific Coast League. After a slow 
start, Spangenberg hit .274/.350/.443 over the second half as he began to flex his muscles 
for the first time in his career. He hit four homers in a three-game span in mid-August en 
route to a career-high 13; Spangenberg had hit seven over his previous three seasons in 
the big leagues (142 games). In the field, Spangenberg moved from primarily a second 
baseman to predominantly a third baseman, where he committed 13 errors in the 
transitional year. He saw 96 games at the hot corner, 32 in left field and just seven at 
second base. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline


  

 3 

2018 OUTLOOK 

• The Padres loosened their infield logjam a bit when they traded away Yangervis 
Solarte, who’d become a second baseman as Spangenberg moved to third. They also re-
acquired Chase Headley – fresh off his best season since 2012 – to further muddy 
Spangenberg’s path to a full-time role. Headley could be dealt at any time. Until then (if it 
happens at all), Spangenberg will be left to fight for at-bats with Headley and Carlos 
Asuaje at second and third base, and possibly as an occasional left fielder. 

PADRES POWER RANKINGS 
(Currently 40 players on 40-man roster) 

1. Wil Myers 
2. Brad Hand 
3. Manuel Margot 
4. Austin Hedges 
5. Chase Headley 
6. Freddy Galvis 
7. Jose Pirela 
8. Dinelson Lamet 
9. Hunter Renfroe 
10. Cory Spangenberg 
11. Luis Perdomo’ 
12. Clayton Richard 
13. Bryan Mitchell 
14. Carlos Asuaje 
15. Franchy Cordero 
16. Travis Jankowski 
17. Alex Dickerson 
18. Carter Capps 
19. Colin Rea 
20. Robbie Erlin 
21. Craig Stammen 
22. Kyle McGrath 
23. Walker Lockett 
24. Colten Brewer 
25. Kazuhisa Makita 
26. Buddy Baumann 
27. Jose Castillo 
28. Phil Maton 
29. Jordan Lyles 
30. Javier Guerra 
31. Rocky Gale 
32. Miguel Diaz 
33. Allen Cordoba 

Traded away: Jabari Blash 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-wil-myers-20180107-story.html#nt=oft12aH-1gp2
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-brad-hand-20171222-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-manuel-margot-20180102-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-austin-hedges-20171226-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-chase-headley-20171225-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-freddy-galvis-20171219-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jose-pirela-20180110-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-dinelson-lamet-20171228-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-hunter-renfroe-20180115-story.html#nt=oft08a-3gp1
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-cory-spangenberg-20180118-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-luis-perdomo-20180109-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-clayton-richard-20180116-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-bryan-mitchell-20180105-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-carlos-asuaje-20171203-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-franchy-cordero-20171213-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-travis-jankowski-20171227-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-alex-dickerosn-20171215-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-carter-capps-20171208-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-colin-rea-20180111-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-robbie-erlin-20171218-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-craig-stammen-20180116-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-kyle-mcgrath-20180104-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-walker-lockett-20171229-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-colten-brewer-20171207-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-kazuhisa-makita-20180112-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-buddy-baumann-20171205-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jose-castillo-20171211-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-phil-maton-20180103-story.html#nt=oft03a-2la1
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jordan-lyles-20180101-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-javier-guerra-20171221-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-rocky-gale-20171219-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-miguel-diaz-20171214-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-allen-cordoba-20171211-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jabari-blash-20171206-story.html


  

 4 

Padres installing baseball's 
biggest solar project 
Rob Nikolewski  

Petco Park is about to become home to the largest solar power system in Major League Baseball. 

• Workers have begun to install a 336,520-watt project, with 716 solar modules that can 
produce more than 12 million kilowatt-hours of electricity in the next 25 years. 

• The project will be large — bigger than the solar systems installed by seven other teams 
combined. 

• The system will be installed on the stadium’s roof and is expected to be ready by 
the Padres’ season opener March 29. 

The Padres go big on solar: Here’s the full story 

There are no guarantees how the rebuilding Padres will do this coming season but on the energy 
front, the team is about to become baseball’s undisputed leader in the solar standings. 

solar power system in Major League Baseball has begun at Petco Park — a 336,520-watt project 
comprised of 716 high-efficiency, 470-watt solar modules expected to produce more than 12 
million kilowatt-hours over the next 25 years. 

Seven other teams in the majors have installed solar facilities in recent years but at a Wednesday 
news conference announcing the plans, officials said the Padres’ solar array will be larger than 
all the other teams’ facilities combined. 

“This project really checked all the boxes for us,” said Erik Greupner, Padres chief operating 
officer. “It’s something that will generate energy savings for us over time and it’s consistent with 
the priorities to our fan base and to the city of San Diego.” 

Workers from San Diego-based Sullivan Solar Power began installing the modules earlier this 
week and the Padres anticipate the project will be wrapped up in time for the team’s season 
opener March 29 against Milwaukee. 

The panels will be mounted on the park’s roof, and one-quarter of the panels will hang over the 
stadium’s high canopy. More than a mile of electrical conductors will send solar electricity to the 
park’s distribution center. 

“This is the most complex installation we have seen in a very long time,” said Daniel Sullivan, 
the president of Sullivan Solar Power. 

Sullivan said the project cost the Padres about $1 million but predicted the team will save 
enough money from a combination of lower electricity bills and renewable tax credits that the 
project will pay for itself in about six or seven years. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-rob-nikolewski-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://sandiego.padres.mlb.com/sd/team/exec_bios/greupner.jsp
http://sandiego.padres.mlb.com/sd/team/exec_bios/greupner.jsp
https://www.sullivansolarpower.com/
https://www.sullivansolarpower.com/solar-company-professionals
https://www.sullivansolarpower.com/solar-company-professionals
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“It makes all the other systems (in baseball) look a lot smaller so the Padres are going into the 
season in first place,” Sullivan said. 

San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer helped spearhead the city’s Climate Action Plan, that calls for 
100 percent of the city’s energy coming from renewable sources and cutting the city’s 
greenhouse gas emissions in half by 2035. 

Faulconer attended the Padres news conference and said the city has cut greenhouse gas 
emissions 19 percent, bettering its goal of a 15 percent cut by 2020. 

“This is not a partisan issue in San Diego, it’s the right thing to do for our environment,” 
Faulconer said. The Padres’ solar project “will send an extremely positive message to businesses 
large and small, not just in San Diego but across the entire region.” 

The Padres have also made investments in energy efficiency programs. In 2016, the 
team estimated it reduced energy usage by more than 40 percent through water savings and 
LED lighting. 

The installation of about 400 LED lights aimed at the playing field were estimated to reduce 
enough energy to take 660 cars off the road for a year. 

“We think energy efficiency and sustainability is something that matters to our mayor, to our 
city, to the people of our city and it matters to us,” Greupner said. 

The solar project is not the only new addition to Petco Park this season. A new $2 million video 
board is being erected over the right field seats. 

“What we’ve been challenged with by our ownership group is they don’t want the ballpark to 
ever appear to look more than three years old,” Greupner said. 

 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/politics-government/government/kevin-faulconer-PEPLT0009125-topic.html
https://www.sandiego.gov/sustainability
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-padres-energy-efficiency-2016jun06-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-right-field-video-board-petco-park-20171113-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-right-field-video-board-petco-park-20171113-story.html
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Gore, Morejon rank among 
baseball's top lefty pitching 
prospects 
Jeff Sanders  

Not so long ago, left-handed pitchers were the biggest weakness in the Padres’ farm system. 

No more. 

Today, A.J. Preller’s organization boasts two of the top-10 left-handed pitching prospects in minor 
league baseball, according to MLB Pipeline: No. 1 MacKenzie Gore and No. 6 Adrian Morejon. 

Of that group, Gore’s 60-rated curveball ranks as mone of the best in the minors alongside Brendan 
McKay’s and that of former Padres’ first-rounder Max Fried, now a Braves prospect ranked 10th on 
MLB Pipeline’s. Gore’s ceiling also projects as the highest after limiting opponents to a .184 batting 
average over his first 21 1/3 innings in rookie ball. He struck out 34 and posted a 1.27 ERA: “The sky 
is the limit for the young lefty, who features four above-average-or-better offerings, advanced feel for 
his craft and an athletic, high-leg-kick delivery that gives hitters fits.” 

The 18-year-old Gore was drafted third overall in June and signed for $6.7 million, a club record for 
a draftee. 

Meanwhile, Morejon, also, 18, signed for $11 million (plus another $11 million in penalties) as part of 
the Padres celebrated 2016-2017 international signing class. The Cuban then went 3-4 with a 3.86 
ERA, 58 strikeouts and a 1.29 WHIP in 13 starts as he zoomed from short-season Tri-City to low 
Single-A Fort Wayne in his first year of pro ball. 

The other top-10 lefties include the Athletics’ A.J. Puk, the Yankees’ Justus Sheffield, the Braves’ 
Luiz Gohara, the Rays’ McKay, the Braves’ Kolby Allard, the Athletics’ Jesus Luzardo and the Twins’ 
Stephen Gonsalves. 

Other left-handers of note in the Padres system include 2016 draftees Eric Lauer and Joey Lucchesi, 
both of whom sit in the organization’s top-30 prospects, according to MLB.com. 

None of the Padres’ right-handed pitching prospects – from Cal Quantrill to Anderson Espinoza to 
Michel Baez – ranked among the game’s top-10 right-handed pitching prospects as listed by MLB 
Pipeline. 

The positional rollout continues with catchers on Thursday as MLB Pipeline prepares to unveil its 
new top 100 on Jan. 27. 

Expect to see plenty of Padres on that list. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.mlb.com/news/2018-top-10-left-handed-pitching-prospects/c-264764456?tid=151437456
https://www.mlb.com/news/2018-top-10-right-handed-pitching-prospects/c-264702134?tid=151437456
https://www.mlb.com/news/2018-top-10-right-handed-pitching-prospects/c-264702134?tid=151437456
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Padres show off MLB-largest solar power plans 

By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
Jan. 17th, 2018 
 

SAN DIEGO -- The Padres on Wednesday officially unveiled plans for the installation of a new 
solar power system at Petco Park, which will be the largest in Major League Baseball. 

The system -- which will feature solar panels on the roof of the ballpark's upper deck -- is 
expected to be completed by Opening Day. Construction is underway, and the Padres have 
partnered with Sullivan Solar Power on the initiative. 

On a fittingly sunny day in the East Village, the news was unveiled in a news conference 
featuring Padres COO Eric Greupner and San Diego mayor Kevin Faulconer. 

"It's the right thing to do for our environment and the right thing to do for our city," said 
Faulconer. "And once again the San Diego Padres lead the way." 

Faulconer noted the project's importance in the city's goal to use renewable energy exclusively 
by 2035. 

The system will generate enough solar power to run the entire Padres' front office. The 
organization expects energy savings in the millions of dollars over the course of its lifetime. 

Speaking at Petco Park's main entrance, Greupner was quick to note that the upgrade was a 
priority of the team's fans and the general public as much as anything. 

"As those of us who are tasked with leading this organization have said for years, we consider 
Petco Park to be a public asset," Greupner said. "The things that are important to the people of 
San Diego and the city of San Diego are important to us. And energy-efficiency sustainability is 
among the top initiatives that are important to us, as a result." 

Daniel Sullivan, the president of Sullivan Solar, made certain to note the system's impact in the 
coming years. The project is made up of 716 solar modules hoisted above the stadium's upper 
level. 

Sullivan called it "one of the most complex installations this region has ever seen." And well 
worth it, he added. 

"The Padres are going to have the largest solar power system in Major League Baseball -- and 
larger than every other stadium combined," Sullivan said. "So this season, the Padres are going 
to be starting in first place." 

 

  

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
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Manny Margot and the Stickiness of a 
Launch-Angle Breakout 
by Eno Sarris - January 18, 2018 

Manny Margot had a breakout within a breakout last year. After accounting for his offensive 
and defensive contributions, the Padres’ rookie center fielder was worth roughly two wins in 
slightly less than a full season’s worth of plate appearances. Even for a player who was highly 
touted as a prospect, producing league-average work at 22 years old represents, in itself, a kind 
of breakout. 

Hidden within that strong end-of-year line was a drastic change in the second half, though. 
Margot started hitting the ball in the air. That’s a change that has powered many other 
breakouts. But before we book the skinny center fielder for all of the homers next year, we have 
to ask: what’s happened with launch-angle surgers in the past? 

Last year, there wasn’t another player who upped his launch angle more in the second half than 
Margot. 

It didn’t turn him into a slugger, necessarily: Margot didn’t quite push his launch angle 
into Yonder Alonso territory. He did produce a .161 isolated slugging percentage in the second 
half, however, which is more power than he showed at most stops in the minors. It’s also more 
power than he’s projected to put up next year. 

Could Margot keep up the new launch angle next year and better his projections? We know that 
launch angle gets “sticky” quickly and has decent year-to-year correlations. What has actually 
happened, though, with the players who have surged like this in the past. 

There are only three years of Statcast data, and that means only two testable seasons. But if we 
limit our pool to those batters who recorded 50 balls in play in the first and second halves of 
both 2015 and 2016 — launch angle tends to become stable in that sort of sample — we find 34 
players who saw a second-half surge of more than six degrees. 

Here’s how they fared, as a group, in the first half, the second half, and in the season after their 
surge. 

There was regression to the mean, of course. Only five players — Didi Gregorius, John 
Jaso, Starling Marte, Jose Ramirez, and Ichiro Suzuki — continued to push their launch 
angle even higher the year after they first surged, and all of them save Jaso recorded an angle 
within one degree of their second-half surge. 

But look past that regression, and you’ll see that, as a group, they kept most of their gains. While 
they collectively lost three degrees from their second-half launch angle, they also still gained 
nearly five degrees over their original first-half launch angle. 

Take a look at Anthony Rendon. He boosted his average launch angle from a 2016 first-half 
mark of 13.2 degrees to 20.7 degrees in the second half. He lost 2.6 degrees moving to 2017, but 
his resulting 18.1 figure was still significantly higher than his 2016 first-half number. 

https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/manny-margot-and-the-stickiness-of-a-launch-angle-breakout/
https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/manny-margot-and-the-stickiness-of-a-launch-angle-breakout/
https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/author/sarris/
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=14712&position=OF
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=2530&position=1B
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=5887&position=C
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=5887&position=C
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=9241&position=OF
http://www.fangraphs.com/players.aspx?lastname=Jose%20Ramirez
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=12861&position=2B/3B
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Now, back to Margot. It’s likely that he’ll take a slight step back and won’t join Rendon with a 
slugger’s launch angle in 2018. But he’s also not likely to drop all the way back to the first half of 
2017, when he had a 4.5-degree average launch angle and hit 1.5 grounders for every fly ball. The 
group suggests he’ll keep 60% of his gains and have something like a 10.3 degree launch angle 
next year. That’s between Lorenzo Cain (10.2) and Yasiel Puig (10.6) and absolutely sounds 
like someone who could put up better-than-average power numbers in 2018. 

The next time you hear about a launch-angle surge like this, particularly one that happened in-
season, you have more context. Manny Margot may not be everything he showed in the second 
half last year, but he’s going to keep more than half of those gains, and he’ll be better than he 
was in the first half last year. 

That’s how you regress to the mean and also keep much of your gains. 

 

http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=9077&position=OF
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=14225&position=OF

