
Guyer at center of Indians' highs, lows vs. NY 

By Casey Harrison MLB.com 

CLEVELAND -- When Terry Francona put Brandon Guyer fifth in the Indians lineup Saturday against left-hander CC Sabathia, the move made 

sense from an offensive mindset. 

 
Though Guyer entered the game 2-for-26 all-time against the starter, the right-handed-hitting outfielder had an .854 OPS against lefties and 

delivered a game-tying, two-run single in the sixth inning to take Sabathia out of the game. Guyer, however, was charged with a key error in the 

seventh inning, allowing the Yankees to take the lead and sealing a 5-4 win against the Tribe at Progressive Field. 

 

The mishap happened after Austin Romine doubled off the right-center-field wall to Guyer, who bobbled the ball while trying to pick it up. Guyer 

fired it in to rookie second baseman Erik Gonzalez -- the cutoff man -- to try to get Romine advancing to third. Gonzalez airmailed the relay to 

third baseman Jose Ramirez toward the third-base dugout where it bounced out of play, allowing Romine to score and give the Yankees the 

lead. 

 

"Guyer reached for it with his glove instead of either picking it up or corralling it with two hands, so that gave [Romine] a chance to go to third," 
manager Terry Francona said. "And then the throw was on the side of the base where Romine was sliding and it looked like Josey did 

everything he could to get to it." 

 

Romine was the final hitter Mike Clevinger (7-5) faced before heading to the showers after six-plus innings. The right-hander surrendered all 

five runs (four earned) on seven hits while striking out eight. Sabathia, a former first-round Draft pick of the Indians, was charged with four runs 

on four hits in 5 2/3 innings. 

Clevinger backed up Ramirez on Gonzalez's relay to get Romine. As the ball bounced out of fair territory, Clevinger admitted to a sinking 

feeling in his gut. 

 

"It's like chasing butterflies," Clevinger said. "Baseball is weird." 
 

Clevinger walked Brett Gardner and Aaron Judge to start the game, setting the table for Didi Gregorius' 17th homer of the season and a 3-0 

Yankees lead. Clevinger left a 1-0 changup up in the zone for New York's shortstop, who sent the offering to the seats in straightaway center. 

 

Clevinger used 25 pitches to get out of the first inning, but escaped the second with 11 before striking out the side in the third. 

 

"He might have been a little overamped but once he settled in, he was really good," Francona said. "They've got a lot of good hitters there. 

They keep coming at you. They give you no deep breaths anywhere and if you do, you're going to get nicked up." 

 

Gonzalez helped the Tribe manufacture a run in the third inning to make it 3-2, sending a single to left to lead off the attack. He also stole 
second before advancing to third on a groundout by Francisco Lindor and scoring on a groundout by Michael Brantley. 

Clevinger's only other blemish came in the sixth, giving up a two-out solo shot to Greg Bird for the first baseman's eighth homer of the season. 

All four earned runs allowed by Clevinger came via the long ball. The 27-year-old Clevinger entered Saturday with 0.62 home runs allowed per 

nine innings -- the fifth-best among Major League pitchers and second-best in the American League behind teammate Trevor Bauer (0.35 

HR/9). 

 

"Stuff is going to hit the fan every once in a while and it's just how you respond," Clevinger said. "Earlier this year I kind of responded poorly to 

that happening and it resulted in more runs. Just remind myself I can lock it back in." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
The Tribe got on the board in the first after the switch-hitting Ramirez smacked a solo shot for his 29th homer of the year, tying a career high 

(set last season) and tying the Red Sox's J.D. Martinez for the Major League lead. It was Ramirez's fourth homer from the right side of the 

plate. 

 

Ramirez's home run also tied the record for the most hit in the first half by a switch-hitter, joining Mickey Mantle, who did it in 1956 and 1961, 

and Lance Berkman, who did it in 2002. Ramirez leads baseball with 57 first-half extra-base hits, one away from the franchise record set by 

Albert Belle in 1994. 

 

The first-inning knock gave Ramirez 100 extra-base hits over his last 162 regular-season games and was his fifth home run in the last five 

days. Ramirez entered Saturday with a 1.023 OPS, the fourth-best in the American League behind the Red Sox's Mookie Betts (1.142), the 
Angels' Mike Trout (1.069) and Martinez (1.035). 

 

Ramirez finished 1-for-3, bringing his average up to .299. Since July 1, Ramirez is batting .346 with six doubles, a triple, 17 RBIs and a 1.202 

OPS. Francona said it's been an impressive stretch for the two-time All-Star, and he's excited to see a breakout season. 

 

I'm looking forward to August," Francona quipped. "It doesn't matter what month it is, he's just a great player and getting better." 

 

UP NEXT 

All-Star Trevor Bauer (8-6, 2.23 ERA) will seek a series split in the Tribe's last game prior to the Midsummer Classic. The right-hander threw 

eight shutout innings Tuesday and held the Reds to three hits. The Yankees will counter with Masahiro Tanaka (7-2, 4.68). First pitch at 
Progressive Field is scheduled for 1:10 p.m. ET. 

 

  



Gomes learns of All-Star nod in emotional at-bat 

By Casey Harrison MLB.com 

CLEVELAND -- A sixth Indians player will be heading to Washington, D.C., next week as a reserve for the All-Star Game presented by 

Mastercard. 

 
Catcher Yan Gomes was announced to the Midsummer Classic during the ninth inning of the Tribe's 5-4 loss to the Yankees on Saturday at 

Progressive Field. Though Gomes finished 0-for-4 in the contest, he's been a solid piece in Cleveland's lineup. 

 

"We kind of erupted as if we just tied the game when we saw," said Saturday starter Mike Clevinger. "That speaks volumes for what he's done 

for not just me, but every pitcher in here, just being a good teammate all around and what he brings to the table." 

 

Manager Terry Francona caught news of it prior to the official announcement during Gomes' ninth-inning at-bat. Francona told the first-time All-

Star it would be a plate appearance to remember. 

 

"I thought it was something completely different," Gomes said, smiling. "I thought he had a vision or something." 
 

Gomes struck out on three pitches from fellow All-Star Aroldis Chapman, and the walk back to the dugout gave Gomes -- the first Brazilian-born 

player to receive an All-Star nod -- a unique mix of emotions. Gomes is Cleveland's first All-Star catcher since Victor Martinez in 2009, and it's 

the Tribe's first six-player All-Star roster since 1999. 

 

"That was kind of a weird at-bat," Gomes said. "It was like the happiest strikeout. I had the weirdest feeling walking back. 

 

"I don't think I've ever been that emotional in an at-bat before. I'm not going to lie, it was kind of hard to get back in the box. I tried to focus in 

there, but it didn't quite work out." 

 
Gomes will serve as the replacement for Rays backstop Wilson Ramos, who was voted as the starting catcher by fans. Ramos exited Tampa 

Bay's 19-6 victory in the sixth inning with left hamstring tightness. He is expected to go on the 10-day disabled list. Royals catcher Salvador 

Perez will get the start instead. 

 

"It would have been nice if he capped it off with a home run, but he's very deserving and even in a tight game like that where you're biting your 

nails to watch his teammates, that felt good," Francona said. 

 

While watching the 2018 All-Star Game presented by Mastercard live on FOX on Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. ET, fans can submit their choices for the 

Ted Williams Most Valuable Player Award presented by Chevrolet with the 2018 All-Star Game MLB.com MVP Vote. 

 
The 89th Midsummer Classic, at Nationals Park in Washington, will be televised nationally by FOX Sports; in Canada by Rogers Sportsnet and 

RDS; and worldwide by partners in more than 180 countries. FOX Deportes will provide Spanish-language coverage in the United States, while 

ESPN Radio and ESPN Radio Deportes will provide exclusive national radio coverage of the All-Star Game. MLB Network, MLB.com and 

SiriusXM also will provide comprehensive All-Star Week coverage. 

 

For more information about MLB All-Star Week and to purchase tickets, visit AllStarGame.com and follow @MLB and @AllStarGame on social 

media. 

 

No. 1 catching prospect Mejia gets brief callup 

By Casey Harrison MLB.com 
CLEVELAND -- Indians manager Terry Francona has raved about Shane Bieber's poise and composure on the mound, and the rookie right-

hander will have a chance to keep impressing his club in the second half. 

 

In the meantime, Francisco Mejia -- the Tribe's top prospect and the No. 15 prospect in the game, according to MLB Pipeline -- is coming back 

to the Major Leagues. 

Prior to Saturday's game against the Yankees, the Indians optioned Bieber to Triple-A Columbus and recalled Mejia from the same affiliate. The 

switch-hitting Mejia, the top-ranked catching prospect in baseball, batted sixth and served as the Tribe's designated hitter for Saturday's game 

against New York. Francona said the plan is to option Mejia back to Triple-A after Sunday, so he can keep playing with the Clippers, who are 

currently on their All-Star break. 

 
"Tomorrow, maybe he pinch-hits or something, we'll see," Francona said Saturday. "Then we'll send him back. He knows that. We don't want 

him sitting over break and we just thought we could expand our roster a little bit." 

 

Mejia has also been receiving playing time in the outfield. In 11 games with the Indians last year, he hit .154 with one RBI and one run scored. 

In Triple-A this season, he's played in 40 games as a catcher, 29 as an outfielder and 11 as a DH. Mejia, 22, is slashing .279/.329/.428 through 

326 plate appearances with the Clippers. In June, Mejia hit .455 with a 1.193 OPS, four homers, 23 RBIs and 14 strikeouts. 

 

During Mejia's brief stint with the Tribe last season, he said he learned a lot from hitting coach Ty Van Burkleo and assistant Victor Rodriguez. 

When slumping earlier this year, he resorted to what he learned in Cleveland. 

 
"I took that advice they were giving me and translated it over there and started to work on the stuff I needed to improve." Mejia said via a 

translator. "Then it came into place." 

 



Given Mejia's progression lately, Francona said it's a great reminder for the prospect that the big leagues may soon be on the horizon. 

 

"They're only like a phone call away," Francona said. "One day you can be in Columbus or wherever, the next day you're in Chicago. I think that 

sometimes can serve to give them some hope, especially when you're struggling like that. Like 'Hey, I'm actually pretty well thought of.' Yeah, I 

think it can be good for guys." 
 

Bieber (5-1) went seven-plus innings and allowed four runs (three earned) on five hits and two walks with six strikeouts in Friday's 6-5 win over 

the Yankees. Due to the timing of the All-Star break, the move to send Bieber down will allow the right-hander to keep his routine in preparation 

for returning to Cleveland's rotation. His next start projects to be July 24 against the Pirates. 

 

"Bieber has known for quite a while, so he could plan also," Francona said. 

 

Worth noting 

Francona also said starter Carlos Carrasco will be available out of the bullpen Saturday and possibly Sunday, depending on how he's used. 

The right-hander threw five innings against the Reds on Wednesday, allowing one run on five hits. Francona also said the order of the pitching 
rotation after the All-Star break is still to be determined and depends on whether Trevor Bauer will throw during the Midsummer Classic. 

 

Should Bauer -- who's scheduled to pitch Sunday -- decide to throw on Tuesday, it gives Francona the option to go with another starter. One 

possibility is Corey Kluber, who received a gel injection in his knee Friday following his start Thursday, when he gave up six runs on eight hits 

across 7 1/3 innings against the Yankees. 

 

"That's part of why Kluber wasn't DL'd," Francona said. "Just to keep our options open." 

 

Watch Lovegrove rep Tribe in Futures Game 

By William Boor and Mike Rosenbaum MLB.com 
Kieran Lovegrove, RHP, Akron Rubberducks (AA) 

A third-round pick in 2012, the 23-year-old Lovegrove will represent South Africa in this year's event after an outstanding first half across two 

levels in the Indians system. The 6-foot-4 right-hander has a prototypical late-inning bullpen profile, as he's adept at missing bats with a mid-

90s fastball and a hard slider in the mid-80s. 

 

‘He’s one of the guys I root for the hardest’: Indians pitchers thrilled to see Yan Gomes earn All-Star recognition 

By T.J. Zuppe 42m ago  

Cody Allen was preparing to exit the clubhouse Saturday night when the reliever was asked if he had a minute. Allen hadn’t pitched in the loss 

to the Yankees, but the simple mention of Yan Gomes’ name had him eager to chat. 

 
“Absolutely,” Allen said, peering out from under his cap. 

 

What followed was a quick question about Gomes, the Indians catcher who was officially named as an All-Star replacement for the injured 

Wilson Ramos on Saturday. 

 

Allen, barely able to contain his excitement, nearly interrupted the inquiry before it was finished. 

 

“I’m pumped,” Allen told The Athletic. “I’m super excited for him. I root for all of our guys really hard, but he’s one of the guys I root for the 

hardest.” 

 
Allen’s praise was certainly not an uncommon theme after the announcement, a revelation that gives the Tribe six All-Stars for the first time 

since 1999. The appreciation for Gomes’ ability behind the plate has been echoed from nearly every corner of the locker room by pitchers over 

the years. 

 

“He’s just everything good about this organization, what it stands for,” Allen said. “He exemplifies that on a daily basis.” 

 

Despite some lean offensive and injury-plagued years — he’s battled everything from an MCL sprain and separated shoulder to a broken wrist 

and a shattered BABIP — this season has been a more pleasant experience for Gomes. The right-handed hitter has hovered around league 

average in run-creation, slugging 10 homers in his best offensive season since his 2014 Silver Slugger campaign. His ability to limit the running 

game, block and frame also positions him as one of the game’s better receivers. 
 

Overall, offensive production among AL catchers is down, but among the candidates worthy of replacing the All-Star starter, his resume stood 

out, posting a 1.4 WAR and .756 OPS entering Saturday’s contest. 

 

Corey Kluber, Gomes’ batterymate for years, understands his catcher’s value better than most. Ironically, the duo also seems to like talking 

about each other far more than discussing their own accomplishments. 

 

Much like Allen, Kluber, a fellow All-Star, leapt at the chance to discuss Gomes’ selection. 

 

“I think that I’m probably more excited for him than myself,” Kluber told The Athletic. “I think that he’s gone through a lot the last couple of years, 
injuries, things like that. His first priority is always taking care of the pitching staff, which I think that’s one of the trademarks of a really good 

catcher.” 

 



Gomes’ worth to his club was reflected in the moment the 30-year-old catcher learned of his All-Star replacement status. He had heard news of 

Ramos’ hamstring injury earlier in the day, but as he approached the plate with the tying run at first in the ninth inning, Gomes still had not 

received any word on a potential All-Star invite. 

 

Just one inning prior, though, Terry Francona had offered a cryptic message. 
 

“When I went out to take the pitcher out … he was hitting third (next inning),” Francona explained. “I said, ‘You’re going to have a good at-bat.’ 

He looked at me. I said, ‘Just wait, you’re going to have a good at-bat.’ ” 

 

With one out and the flame-throwing Aroldis Chapman on the mound, Gomes still wasn’t sure what to make of Francona’s words. 

 

“I thought it was something completely different,” the catcher said. “I thought he had a vision or something.” 

 

Nah, no vision. 

 
No psychic intervention. 

 

Just a large message on the scoreboard, announcing Gomes had been selected to replace the injured Rays catcher. The words led to a hefty 

group of cheers from fans, each eager to see a storybook moment. 

 

Gomes glanced up, saw the good news and briefly turned to see his teammates standing and applauding from the third-base dugout. With little 

time to fully process what was happening, he was immediately tasked with catching up with 100 mph heaters from Chapman. 

 

“I don’t think I’ve ever been that emotional in an at-bat before,” Gomes said. “I’m not going to lie, it was kind of hard to get back in the box. I 

tried to focus in there, but it didn’t quite work out.” 
 

Gomes eventually went down swinging for the inning’s second out. He slowly walked back to the dugout, still wrapping his brain around the 

mixed emotions of the past few minutes. 

 

“It was like the happiest strikeout,” he said. “I had the weirdest feeling walking back.” 

 

OK, so in hindsight, maybe the gesture proved to be a little distracting (after all, facing Chapman is tough enough). That said, the at-bat’s 

outcome and the eventual defeat to the Yankees didn’t sour the moment in the eyes of those rooting for his recognition. 

 

“I mean we kind of erupted in here as if we just tied the game when we saw it,” Mike Clevinger said. “That speaks volumes for what he’s done 
for not just me, but every pitcher in here, just being a good teammate all-around and what he brings to the table, especially putting up with me 

and (Trevor Bauer) has got to be worth something.” 

 

Or, as many might say, worth everything. 

 

“I think he cares — that’s the easiest way to put it,” Kluber said. “He cares. He wants us all to do well. He wants the team to do well. I think he 

prioritizes that over himself.” 

 

That certainly isn’t lost on the pitchers he works with on a nightly basis. His attention to detail, receiving ability and willingness to serve as their 

personal caddie continues to earn him admiration inside the clubhouse walls. And now that he’s earned a bit more recognition on a national 
level, those same pitchers couldn’t be any more thrilled. 

 

“The guy’s just grinding through everything,” Allen said. “He pretty much played in the World Series with a broken wrist. He’s just tough as nails, 

never complains, guts everything out. I mean, he deserves it.” 

 

Clippers 6, Bats 3 | Cabrera’s bat fuels third straight win 

Melky Cabrera went 4 for 5 at the plate Saturday night, driving in three runs for the Clippers in a 6-3 win over the Louisville Bats in front of 

7,022 at Louisville Slugger Field. 

 

Cabrera, who is batting .324, had an RBI single in the seventh inning off Bats reliever Brandon Finnegan (2-8) to put the Clippers in front for 
good 4-3. He followed that in the eighth with a two-run double. 

 

Eric Haase drove in two runs, on a single in the first and a sacrifice in the fifth that staked the Clippers to a 3-0 lead. 

 

The Bats tied the score in the sixth off of Clippers starter Mitch Talbot. Mason Williams scored from third base on a wild pitch. Gabriel Guerrero 

followed with an RBI double and, one out later, Hernan Iribarren had an RBI single. 

 

Talbot (3-3) got the third out and finished with six hits over six innings, striking out four and walking one. 

 

Bats starter Justin Nicolino allowed nine hits in five innings, striking out four and walking one. 
 

The Clippers, who have won three straight games since the end of the Triple-A All-Star break, conclude the series Sunday at Louisville and 

begin a seven-game homestand Monday at Huntington Park against Lehigh Valley. 



Double trouble: Indians botch Romine's double as Yankees win 

The Associated Press  

CLEVELAND (AP) -- When he got back to the dugout, Austin Romine was greeted with smiling faces and laughter. 

 

''Why does everyone have fun watching a catcher round the bases?'' he said. 
 

Romine chuckled, too. 

 

New York's backup catcher came all the way around and scored when Cleveland committed two errors on his routine double in the seventh 

inning, and the New York Yankees edged the Cleveland Indians 5-4 on Saturday night in a game that had several strange plays. 

 

''It was a bit of a wacky game,'' said Yankees manager Aaron Boone, who was ejected in the sixth. 

 

After the Indians tied it 4-all in the sixth when Jose Ramirez scored from second on an infield single, the Yankees went ahead off Mike 

Clevinger (7-5) on a play that brought Little League flashbacks back to everyone in the ballpark. 
 

Romine hit a shot in the gap that rolled to the base of the wall in right-center. But as he neared second, Indians right fielder Brandon Guyer 

bobbled the ball and Romine headed to third. But as he slid into the bag, second baseman Erik Gonzalez's relay throw from the outfield skipped 

past Ramirez at third and headed toward Cleveland's dugout. 

 

Clevinger did his best to corral the wayward throw on the track, but it had too much backspin, hopped out of play and Romine was awarded 

home. 

 

''It was unknown territory for me to head to third, and it turned out good,'' Romine said, smiling. ''Crazy hops like that happen when you're 

playing hard. I don't think I've ever had one of those. I'm too busy trying to hit real home runs. I don't think I even had one back in Little League.'' 
 

Clevinger said it was frustrating not to be able to get his hands on Gonzalez's throw. 

 

''It's like chasing butterflies,'' Clevinger said. ''Baseball's weird.'' 

 

Didi Gregorius hit a three-run homer and Greg Bird added a solo shot for the Yankees, who moved 30 games over. 500 and kept pace with the 

AL East-leading Boston Red Sox. 

 

Indians All-Star Ramirez belted his 29th homer, giving the third baseman as many homers as he had all last season - and tying Mickey Mantle's 

record for the most by a switch-hitter before the break. 
 

David Robertson (7-3) struck out three, Dellin Bentances worked the eighth and Aroldis Chapman got his 26th save in 27 tries. 

 

There was nice moment in the ninth when Indians catcher Yan Gomes found out he was an All-Star as he stepped in to face Chapman. 

Although Gomes struck out, he'll never forget the matchup. 

 

''That was kind of a weird at-bat,'' he said. ''It was like the happiest strikeout. I had the weirdest feeling walking back. It was kind of weird.'' 

 

JOSE HUSTLE 

Ramirez's hustle allowed the Indians to tie it sixth and chase CC Sabathia, who made his 527th career start. 
 

The left-hander was an out away from escaping a second-and-third situation when Guyer hit a chopper to third that Miguel Andjuar fielded on 

an awkward hop. As Michael Brantley raced home, Yankees first baseman Bird came off the bag to grab his throw. Meanwhile, Ramirez never 

slowed when he rounded and scored ahead of Bird's throw with a head-first slide. 

 

''He's done that a couple times now,'' Indians manager Terry Francona said. ''The guy has been out at first so we haven't scored, but that's 

incredible. Guyer did a really good job of getting down the line, but Josey, that only works if you're going right from the jump. And it's just like, 

his baseball internal clock is amazing.'' 

 

OUTTA HERE 
Boone missed all the action. He was ejected in the sixth inning following another interesting play. 

 

Giancarlo Stanton swung and missed a 0-2 pitch that appeared to glance off the slugger's hand. Boone argued that it should have been a foul 

ball, and was tossed. By rule, a strike is called even when the ball hits a batter while swinging. 

 

''It looks like they got the call right after I watched it up here (in the clubhouse),'' Boone said. ''I thought it was a foul ball, so I didn't think it was a 

good look, and I'm trying to influence things a little bit out there.'' 

 

MOVING UP 

Sabathia tied Jerry Koosman and soon-to-be Hall of Famer Jack Morris for 36th place on the career starts list. 
 

UP NEXT 

 



Indians All-Star RHP Trevor Bauer (8-6, 2.23 ERA) takes on RHP Masahiro Tanaka (7-2, 4.68 ERA) in the series finale. Bauer has made seven 

straight quality starts with at least eight strikeouts and no home runs allowed, one shy of Pedro Martinez's record set in 2002. Bauer will only 

pitch in Tuesday's All-Star game if it goes to extra innings. 

 

Indians C Yan Gomes finds out he's an All-Star while batting 

The Associated Press  

CLEVELAND (AP) -- Indians catcher Yan Gomes walked to the plate Saturday night and found out he was an All-Star. 

 

Gomes will replace Tampa Bay's Wilson Ramos in Tuesday's game in Washington D.C., giving Cleveland six All-Stars. 

 

Gomes said he wrestled with emotions when he came up in the ninth to face New York Yankees closer Aroldis Chapman and saw on the giant 

scoreboard in left field that he had made the AL squad. Gomes struck out but described it as ''the happiest strikeout.'' New York beat Cleveland 

5-4. 

 

''I don't think I've ever been that emotional in an at-bat before,'' he said. ''I'm not going to lie, it was kind of hard to get back in the box. I tried to 
focus in there, but it didn't quite work out.'' 

 

The 30-year-old said in the eighth inning manager Terry Francona told him he would have a special at-bat, but Gomes didn't know what he 

meant. 

 

Gomes is batting .247 with 10 homers and 31 RBIs. 

 

Yankees 5, Indians 4: Double error allows winning run to score for Yankees 

Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: The Indians fought back from an early deficit to tie the score but ultimately lost to the New York Yankees 5-4 on a two-error 
disaster of a play Saturday night in front of a sellout crowd at Progressive Field 

With the scored tied 4-4 in the seventh inning, Yankees catcher Austin Romine lined a ball into the gap in right-center field. Indians right fielder 
Brandon Guyer had trouble picking up the ball after it bounced off the wall for the first error on the play. Romine was able to advance to third 
base and second baseman Erik Gonzalez’s relay throw to third bounced off Romine and past third baseman Jose Ramirez. It also got past 
pitcher Mike Clevinger, who was backing up the throw, and went into the Indians’ dugout. Gonzalez was charged with an error on the throw and 
Romine was awarded home for the go-ahead run. 

The Indians couldn’t punch back against the Yankees’ bullpen, but there was a surprise announcement in the bottom of the ninth. 

Facing Aroldis Chapman with the tying run on first and one out, Yan Gomes was announced as an All-Star selection as he walked up to the 
plate and received a standing ovation. Tampa Bay Rays catcher Wilson Ramos suffered a hamstring injury Saturday and will no longer be 
available to play in the All-Star Game, which opened up a spot for Gomes. 

Gomes, though, struck out for the second out and Rajai Davis popped out to shallow right field to end it. 

The first three Yankees to come to the plate scored in a disastrous start for Clevinger. Brett Gardner led off the game with a walk, Aaron Judge 
singled to left and Didi Gregorius, who has tormented the Indians’ pitching staff since October, belted a three-run home run to center field. 

The Indians chipped away against Yankees starter and former Indians ace CC Sabathia. Ramirez launched a solo home run to left field, his 
29th of the season, in the first inning. 

That tied him with Boston Red Sox slugger J.D. Martinez for the major-league lead and tied his own season high. It also is just the fourth time in 
baseball history that a switch-hitter has hit 29 home runs prior to the All-Star break, with Ramirez joining Mickey Mantle (1956, 1961) and Lance 
Berkman (2002). 

In the third, Gonzalez singled, stole second base, advanced to third on a groundout and then scored on a ground ball to first baseman Greg 
Bird off the bat of Michael Brantley, cutting the Yankees’ lead to 3-2. 

Bird answered in the top of the sixth with a solo home run to right field on a fastball that found the middle of the plate. In the bottom half of the 
inning, the Indians finally tied it. 

Brantley singled and Ramirez walked to put two runners on with one out. After a groundout moved both into scoring position, Brandon Guyer 
grounded a ball to third baseman Miguel Andujar. Guyer was safe at first to keep the inning alive, allowing Brantley to score easily. But as 
Andujar’s less-than-perfect throw sailed toward first, Ramirez made the turn at third and headed for home, just beating Bird’s throw from first 
with a slide to tie it 4-4. 
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 Indians promote Francisco Mejia, plan to option him back to Triple-A after Sunday; Shane Bieber optioned to Triple-A 

Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: The Indians promoted their top prospect, Francisco Mejia, to the big leagues on Saturday, but his time in Cleveland might be 
short-lived for now. 

Mejia, a switch-hitting catcher who the Indians have had working in the outfield this season at Triple-A Columbus, is a top-20 prospect in 
baseball by most accounts. Because Yan Gomes and Roberto Perez are under club control for several seasons, though, Mejia’s path to the 
majors is blocked, and the club has wanted to find a way to get his bat into the lineup. 



Mejia started the season slowly but in June caught fire, hitting .455 with a 1.193 OPS. Manager Terry Francona last week said that there were 
moments in which Mejia’s heart wasn’t all in to the idea of playing right field, though the club made it clear there was a place for him in the big 
leagues if he took to the outfield because of the makeup of the roster. 

The Indians’ message has been that he can still be a catcher long term. But for now, there’s value in having him in the lineup in some way, and 
that path goes through right field. 

“He views himself as a catcher, and he is a catcher,” Francona said on Saturday. “We’re trying to explain to him that, ‘We got outfield needs, 
and we think you’re a really advanced hitter. If you can play the outfield good enough, you can come and play in the major leagues. Doesn’t 
mean you can’t catch at some point.’ He’s been playing more outfield recently, just because of the need.” 

Mejia is slated to be sent back down to Triple-A for the All-Star break to allow him to receive regular at-bats. After that, Francona said the 
Indians will “figure that out.” Even a short stint in the big leagues can have some positive impact. 

“I think it can be a reminder that, one, they’re like a phone call away,” Francona said. “One day you can be in Columbus or wherever. The next 
day you’re in Chicago. I think that sometimes can serve to give them some hope, especially when you’re struggling like that — ‘Hey, I’m 
actually pretty well thought of.’ Yeah, I think it can be good for guys.” 

Bieber sent down 

The Indians on Saturday also optioned starter Shane Bieber to Triple-A Columbus. The bullpen had plenty of length with Carlos Carrasco and 
Adam Plutko available for the games on Saturday and Sunday, and Bieber will be unavailable to pitch before the break, giving the club a 
chance to expand its roster for a few days with Mejia. 

Bieber is expected to throw a short, three-inning-or-so outing to shake the rust off before his next start. 

In seven starts with the Indians, Bieber (5-1) has a 3.53 ERA and 42 strikeouts in 43⅓ innings, a strong showing to start his major-league 
career. But even more than with his consistency, he’s impressed his veteran teammates by showing poise beyond his years. 

“It’s very impressive,” closer Cody Allen said. “I can only speak to my experience when I got first called up, and I know how hard it was at that 
time to really slow the game down in key spots, in big situations, game-changing spots. And he’s been able to just reel it in and make one good 
pitch after another in those big spots. That’s why he’s 5-1 with some really, really good numbers. 

“On top of his good stuff, great command and everything, he’s got a lot of poise and he doesn’t pitch like a guy that’s been in the big leagues for 
a month. He looks like he definitely knows his way around a lineup and knows how to make a big pitch when he has to.” 

Akron Beacon Journal LOADED: 07.15.2018 

Ryan Lewis: Manny Machado would be a superstar addition, but Indians have other roster needs that can be addressed at lower cost 

Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: Jason Kipnis is doing his best to take the luster off the idea the Indians need to add star infielder Manny Machado at the trade 
deadline. 

The Machado sweepstakes is one of the biggest stories in baseball as the nonwaiver trade deadline draws nearer, a superstar available for half 
of a season to the highest bidder who could play in a role in altering a postseason race. In the Indians’ case, the question isn’t if they have the 
ammo to add Machado and build arguably the best infield in baseball. The question is if it’s worth the hefty price tag in prospects. 

A subset of the situation is how much of an impact Machado can make over what the Indians have in relation to that price. Enter Kipnis, and the 
Indians needing to figure out if the benefit outweighs the cost. 

Earlier in the season, it looked like the answer was a resounding yes. Kipnis started the season on a dreadful note — he had a .497 OPS 
through the end of April — while Machado was one of the hottest hitters in the game. That isn’t to say Machado wouldn’t still be a valuable 
addition, even if it displaced Kipnis. The Indians’ veteran second baseman is a former All-Star, but Machado qualifies as a star in the league 
today. 

Lately, though, Kipnis has at least closed the gap, perhaps enough to swing part of the decision a bit toward the Indians keeping their cards and 
seeing the next hand instead of pushing all their chips into the middle of the table. 

“We’re slowly returning back to form,” Kipnis said. “I’ve been working hard to find it and be consistent with it. There’s little things each day that I 
have to go — a little check through, a little checklist to kind of make sure that I’m locked in. We’re starting to feel good again. I like it.” 

Since the beginning of June, Kipnis has hit .261 with a .364 on-base percentage, six home runs, five doubles, 17 RBI and three stolen bases. 
Machado has been a touch better, hitting .302 with a .373 on-base percentage, seven home runs, six doubles, 19 RBI and five stolen bases. 

“I’m feeling a little bit more confident at the plate, seeing pitches better, the pitch selection obviously, just being balanced,” Kipnis said. “At the 
beginning where I’d be chasing and stuff, now I’m balanced and staying back, I can see it being a ball. I think this is how I was earlier in my 
career. I’m happy to see that go back, too.” 

Indians manager Terry Francona spoke with Kipnis a few weeks ago, wanting to ensure that his veteran second baseman wasn’t focused on 
the unsightly .217 batting average that’s listed on the scoreboard every night. Rather, he wanted him to forget the first month and appreciate 
that he’d been hitting close to .300 for a couple of weeks. 

“I said, ‘Kip, I’ve watched you now for six years,’ ” Francona said. “I said, ‘You’re gonna do better.’ I said, ‘You can approach this a couple 
different ways. You can be like, Well, I’m hitting .210, I’m hitting .215, I’m hitting .220, I’m hitting .225, and beat yourself over the head. Or you 
can be smart enough to realize, Hey, I’m hitting .300 and I’m the player I need to be. I just wasn’t for the first couple months.’ 

“And I’ve tried to remind him of that a couple times because he’s actually done pretty well, and it wouldn’t surprise me if he does better.” 

It hasn’t been Machado-level production, but it’s a far cry from the disparity that existed earlier this season. If the Indians did acquire Machado 
— who reportedly the other day insisted he’s a shortstop, and the Indians would need him to play third base — Jose Ramirez would likely be 



moved to second base, leaving Kipnis without a set position (unless he’s included in the trade). He could potentially be moved to center field, as 
he was toward the end of last year and in the American League Division Series. 

The Indians bringing in Machado would mean parting with some of their most valuable long-term assets. Fox Sports’ Jon Morosi reported, via a 
source, that any trade that involving Machado and Cleveland would need to include either Shane Bieber or Triston McKenzie, the club’s No. 2 
prospect, a steep price to rent Machado’s services for four months. 

Another consideration is this: the Indians do have some ammo to make an aggressive move, but it’s not infinite, and Kipnis playing reasonably 
well only bolsters the case that the club has other needs that should be addressed first. That surely means the bullpen and, perhaps to a lesser 
extent, it means the outfield as well. 

The reliever market has plenty of controllable options that would fit the Indians’ contention window nicely. The outfield market is less saturated, 
but it remains an area of need nonetheless. 

It could hurt to watch Machado go to another American League contender — namely the Yankees, who could easily slot Machado into an 
already loaded lineup. But the acquisition cost is sky high, and the Indians need to allocate their resources elsewhere if they want to view their 
window of contention as continuing through 2020 or 2021 rather than something that’s closing in a few months. 

And, for the last several weeks, Kipnis has at least done his part to shift a greater percentage of the spotlight away from second base. 
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Indians reliever Andrew Miller throws to hitters in Akron, expects to start rehab assignment soon 

Michael Beaven 

Indians left-hander Andrew Miller returned to the mound to face hitters in Akron on Saturday and said he “felt good.” 

Miller continued his progression toward rejoining the Indians’ bullpen on a hot day at Canal Park with about 15 people watching a workout that 
started just after 2 p.m. 

Miller, who was placed on the disabled list on May 26 with inflammation in his right knee, went through a workout on the field for approximately 
20 minutes before the RubberDucks and Binghamton Rumble Ponies took batting practice for a game that was scheduled to start at 7:05 p.m. 

Miller mixed in his fastball and slider as he pitched to Ducks catcher Logan Ice. Bobby Bradley and Joe Sever stepped into the batter’s box to 
face the 6-foot-7 star dressed in a blue and red Indians cap, a red long-sleeve Indians shirt, white pants, and red Nike shoes. 

“I threw around 21 pitches, which was right in the plan,” Miller said. “I probably threw about half and half [fastball and slider], which is the way I 
pitch. It felt good. It felt like a good step. I think it was exactly what we wanted. I am excited and I think I am ready to take the next step, but this 
is part of the process and I thank these guys for opening the field and taking care of it and coming out to hit.” 

Miller, a hard-throwing 33-year-old, has been a bullpen ace for the Indians since being acquired in a trade with the New York Yankees on July 
31, 2016. An All-Star in 2016 and 2017, Miller played a pivotal role in the Indians’ World Series appearance in 2016. 

“It was pretty cool to face him,” Sever said. “It is always fun to face guys like that. You see him pitch all the time, and to see what his stuff looks 
like in the box is a cool experience. … He looked good. I know he is probably not 100 percent, but his slider is good. He looks like he is on the 
right track.” 

Miller started his Saturday workout by playing catch in the outfield with Ice for three minutes. He then warmed up on the mound for two minutes 
before pitching to Bradley and Sever for seven minutes. After pitching, Miller moved off the mound to field ground balls and also ran to first to 
cover the base for two minutes. 

“That is not something fortunately that I have to do very often but, yeah, I think I passed all of those tests,” Miller said. “I am not too worried 
about it. … It was an easy trip from Cleveland and this is a beautiful ballpark. This went well. I’ll take it.” 

Miller said his next move will be a rehab assignment in either Columbus or Akron. 

“It will probably depend on who is at home or is convenient,” Miller said. “From my understanding, it will probably be Columbus at the start. I will 
probably have a handful of minor league games to knock out and hopefully keep it moving in the right direction.” 

Among the spectators were Indians physical therapy consultant Jim Mehalik, minor league defensive coordinator John McDonald, minor league 
pitching coordinator Ruben Niebla, and Ducks manager Tony Mansolino and pitching coach Rigo Beltran 

“Andrew looks great,” Beltran said. “He used his fastball on both sides of the plate and threw some good breaking balls. He is just fun to watch. 
Getting to experience being around a guy like that is really fun. What a nice guy. It was a treat for us.” 

Miller spoke with Indians and Ducks personnel after his workout, and also told Canal Park groundskeepers with a smile: “Thanks, guys. Sorry 
for messing up your field.” 

Ice walked into the Ducks’ third base dugout and told a staff member: “Nothing like catching an All-Star” in reference to working with Miller. 

Miller was also asked about his last visit to the Canal Park mound when he was a member of the Erie SeaWolves, a minor league affiliate with 
the Detroit Tigers. 

“It was 2007,” Miller said. “That was my first Eastern League start. I think I threw eight scoreless.” 

Miller then looked toward Ducks Director of Public and Media Relations Adam Liberman, who said, “Eight innings, one unearned run in an 11-
inning no-decision.” 

Miller chimed in: “Asdrubal [Cabrera] was at shortstop for Akron. That was a big moment for me. That was my first Double-A start. It was a big 
deal.” 
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Francisco Mejia's latest stay with the Cleveland Indians will be brief, but there's a job here if he wants it 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Perhaps there's a degree of disconnect between Cleveland Indians manager Terry Francona and the club's top prospect, 
Francisco Mejia. 

Here's what Francona says the organization has communicated to Mejia about his transition from catcher to outfielder: 

"We've got outfield needs and we think you're a really advanced hitter," Francona said. "If you can play the outfield good enough, you can come 
and play in the major leagues. It doesn't mean you can't catch at some point." 

Mejia said Saturday through translator Nelson Perez, the Tribe's assistant strength coach, that he wasn't aware of the opportunity. 

"They asked me to start working in the outfield and I started doing that," Mejia said. "I'm trying to do the best I can at that position." 

The Indians recalled Mejia from Columbus Saturday. It's his second time with the big-league club this season after a brief call-up June 11 in 
Chicago. Mejia did not appear in a game and was quickly optioned back to Triple-A when pitcher Adam Plutko joined the starting rotation. 

But the brief time he spent with the team sparked something in the young hitter. He batted .455 (45-for-99) with 14 doubles, four homers 23 RBI 
in 24 games with the clippers that month after getting some tips from the club's big-league hitting instructors. 

"I took that advice they were giving me and I translated it over there and started to work on the stuff I needed to improve. Then it kind of came 
into place." 

Mejia found out late Friday that he would be called up to Cleveland for the Indians' final two games before the All-Star break. It means missing 
the chance to play in his third straight All-Star Futures Game, but the 22 year old seemed pretty content with the decision. 

"We don't want him sitting over the break," Francona said. "We just thought we could expand our roster a little bit." 

Mejia said he feels more comfortable in the outfield now and that the transition is going "really fine." He's played 23 games in left field and 
seven in right for Columbus. He started the Class AAA All-Star Game in right for the International League squad. 

The hardest part of the transition is not getting any balls hit his way. At times Mejia says he feels a little bored in the outfield. 

"At this moment I'm not having any issues with it," Mejia said. "I'm getting more used to it, they've been giving me more time playing in right 
field. I'm starting to feel more comfortable." 

Another purpose Mejia's call-up can serve is to showcase him for potential suitors as the MLB trade deadline approaches. 

Mejia, who was offered as part of a trade package to Milwaukee at the 2016 deadline for Jonathan Lucroy, says he is keeping his focus on the 
Indians. 

"I don't worry about that," Mejia balked. "I came here to give 100 percent and help this team win games." 

Whether or not a real disconnect exists between Francona and the franchise's presumptive future hitting star, the final 24 hours before the All-
Star break could go a long way toward clearing up any confusion. 

"I'll probably get a chance to visit with him here the next couple days," Francona said. "Which is good because I think in-person conversations 
go a lot farther." 
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 Cleveland Indians recall Francisco Mejia, option Shane Bieber to Triple-A 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Cleveland Indians top prospect Francisco Mejia will not appear in Sunday's All-Star Futures Game, he's got bigger fish to 
fry. 

Mejia was promoted from Class AAA Columbus Saturday and will bat sixth in manager Terry Francona's lineup as the designated hitter against 
the New York Yankees. The club optioned Friday's winning pitcher, Shane Bieber, back to the Clippers to make room on the 25-man roster. 

This is Mejia's second stint with the big-league club this season. He joined the team for one game in Chicago on June 11, but did not make an 
appearance. 

Mejia, 22, was selected as an International League All-Star and is currently hitting .279 with 21 doubles, a triple, seven home runs and 43 RBI 
for the Clippers. After a slow start to the season at the plate, Mejia turned it on in June, hitting .455 with 14 doubles, four homers and 23 RBI in 
24 games. 

The No. 15-ranked overall prospect according to MLB.com, Mejia has played 40 games at catcher and 30 in the outfield for Columbus. He 
appeared in the All-Star Futures Game at catcher in both 2016 and 2017. 

Bieber (5-1, 3.53 ERA) pitched seven strong innings in earning the win Friday against New York. The move will allow Bieber to pitch on regular 
rest during the Major League Baseball All-Star break. 
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Jose Ramirez stays hot, Cleveland Indians stay cold in 5-4 loss to New York Yankees 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The irrepressible Jose Ramirez continues to put on an amazing finishing kick heading into the All-Star break. 

Unfortunately, the Indians aren't following his lead. 

Ramirez hit his 29th homer Saturday night to keep pace with Boston's J.D. Martinez for the MLB lead in long balls. In the sixth inning, he 
sprinted home from second base on an infield single to pull the Indians into a 4-4 tie. 

But New York catcher Austin Romine, with the help of two errors, circled the bases in the seventh inning on a Little League home run to break 
the tie and lead the Yankees to a 5-4 victory over the Indians at Progressive Field. 



The Indians are limping into the All-Star break. They're 3-6 on this 10-game homestand that ends Sunday against the Yankees. 

Romine opened the seventh with a double to the wall in right center off Mike Clevinger. It bounced off the wall and right fielder Brandon Guyer 
couldn't handle it cleanly as Romine headed for third. Second baseman Eric Gonzalez's relay throw appeared to skip off Romine's body, hit off 
the fence in front of the Tribe's dugout and bound into the dugout as Clevinger frantically tried to corral the ball. 

When the ball landed in the dugout, Romine was waved home for a 5-4 lead. Guyer and Gonzalez were charged with errors. 

Terry Francona on botched double that beat the Indians 

"Guyer reached for it with his glove instead of picking it up or trying to corral it with two hands," said manager Terry Francona, "so that gave him 
a chance to go to third. Then the throw (from Gonzalez) was on the side of the base where Romine was sliding. Josie (Ramirez) did everything 
he could to get to it. 

"Then it hits the fence and spins. It would have been nice to just keep it at a double and take our chances." 

Francona didn't have a problem with Gonzalez throwing to third instead of holding the ball. 

"It's hard to eat that," said Francona. "It's real hard to eat that." 

When Clevinger was asked about backing up the play, he said, "It was like trying to catch a butterfly." 

Yankee lefty CC Sabathia, who won 106 games for the Indians before finding his way to the Bronx, entered the sixth with a 4-2 lead. Michael 
Brantley singled with one out and Ramirez walked. 

Edwin Encarnacion sent a rocket to rookie third baseman Miguel Andujar. He made a nice play and threw Encarnacion out, but Brantley and 
Ramirez were able to advance. Guyer followed with another hard grounder to third and it short-hopped Andujar. Guyer beat Andujar's off-line 
throw to first as Brantley scored and Ramirez, gaining speed as he rounded third, belly-flopped across the plate ahead of Greg Bird's high throw 
from first to make it a 4-4 game. 

"He's done that a couple of times, but the guy has been thrown out at first and we didn't score," said Francona. "Guyer did a real good job of 
getting down the line. That only works if you're going right from jump. 

"Just like Josie's baseball, his internal clock is amazing. All Sarbie (third base coach Mike Sarbaugh) can do is get out of the way." 

Ramirez could be the first Indians player to enter the All-Star break owning a share of the MLB home run lead since Al Rosen, who was tied 
with Boston's Ted Williams with 25 homers at the break in 1950. 

It has been a torrid July for Ramirez, who is hitting .385 (20-for-52) with 11 runs, five homers and 17 RBI. 

"I'm looking forward to August," said Francona. "It doesn't matter what month it is. He's just a great player and he's getting better." 

The moment Yan Gomes found out he was a 2018 All-Star 

The Yankees led 3-0 before the Indians even came to the plate on Saturday thanks to a three-run homer by shortstop Didi Gregorius. 

Clevinger (7-5, 3.47) put himself in hot water by walking Brett Gardner to start the game and giving up a single to Aaron Judge. It looked like 
Clevinger had Judge struck out, but didn't get the call on an 0-2 pitch. 

Gregorius hit a 1-0 pitch over the wall in right center for just his second hit this season against the Indians. Fortunately for Gregorius both have 
been home runs. Thursday night he homered against Corey Kluber in a 7-4 New York victory. 

Ramirez took a bite out of that 3-0 deficit in a hurry as he homered with two out in the first to make it 3-1. Last year Ramirez hit 29 homers, but 
No. 29 didn't come until Sept. 24. He has tied Mickey Mantle and Lance Berkman for the most homers hit before the All-Star break by a switch-
hitter in MLB history. 

The Tribe made it a 3-2 game in the third when Gonzalez singled, stole second and came around to score on ground balls out by Francisco 
Lindor and Brantley. 

Clevinger settled down after Gregorius' homer, retiring eight straight before Gregorius and Giancarlo Stanton singled with two out in the third. 
He struck out Aaron Hicks to end the inning and pitched around a one-out double by Gardner in the fifth. 

In the sixth, however, Bird hit a two-out homer to push the Yankees lead to 4-2. It was the 10th homer Clevinger has allowed this season, 
second fewest among Tribe starters. 

Clevinger allowed five runs, four earned, in six innings. He struck out eight and walked one. Sabathia allowed four runs on four hits in 5 2/3 
innings. He struck out two and walked two. 

Aroldis Chapman pitched the ninth for his 26th save, getting Rajai Davis to pop out with a runner on first to end it. Dave Robertson (6-4), who 
relieved Sabathia, was the winner. 

What it means 

The Yankees lead the big leagues with 29 homers in July. 

The pitches 

Sabathia threw 92 pitches, 59 (65 percent) for strikes. Clevinger threw 97 pitches, 68 (70 percent) for strikes. 

He gone 

Yankee manager Aaron Boone was ejected in the sixth inning for arguing that Giancarlo Stanton had been hit by a pitch before he swung and 
struck out. Give Boone credit, he got his money's worth. 

Thanks for coming 



The Yankees and Indians drew 35,353 fans to Progressive Field on Saturday night. First pitch was at 7:16 p.m. with a temperature of 83 
degrees. 

It was the Tribe's fifth sellout and its largest crowd of the season. 

Next 

Right-hander Trevor Bauer (8-6, 2.23) will face the Yankees and right-hander Masahiro Tanaka (7-2, 4.68) on Sunday. Game time is 1:10 p.m 
with SportsTime Ohio, TBS, WTAM and WMMS carrying the game. 

Bauer has struck out at least eight batters, while not allowing a home run, in his last seven starts. It is the second longest streak since 1920, 
according the STATS LLC, behind Pedro Martinez's streak from July 1 through Aug. 20, 2002. 

This will be Bauer's second start of the season against the Yankees. He lost to them on May 5, allowing two earned runs on two hits in six 
innings. 

Tanaka will be making his second start since coming off the disabled list on Tuesday. He is 5-0 with a 4.12 ERA in his last 10 starts. He is 1-2 
with a 4.63 ERA in four starts against the Indians. 
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Yan Gomes announced as an American League All-Star before before ninth-inning at-bat Saturday 

Joe Noga 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Yan Gomes stepped to the plate in the bottom of the ninth inning Saturday and was introduced as a 2018 American 
League All-Star, his first career selection to the Midsummer Classic. 

If the news came as a surprise to Cleveland Indians fans at Progressive Field, it came as a complete shock to Gomes himself. The seven-year 
veteran had no idea he was being added to the roster prior to walking out to take his swings. 

Manager Terry Francona told Gomes during a pitching change in the eighth inning that he was "going to have a good at bat" in the ninth. 

"I thought it was something completely different," Gomes said. "I thought he had a vision or something." 

Yankees closer Aroldis Chapman retired Gomes on three pitches, but the Tribe catcher characterized it as his "happiest strikeout." 

"I don't think I've ever been that emotional in an at-bat before," Gomes said. "I'm not going to lie, it was kind of hard to get back in the box. I 
tried to focus in there, but it didn't quite work out." 

The moment Yan Gomes found out he was a 2018 All-Star 

Gomes, hitting .251 with 10 home runs and 31 RBI entering Saturday's contest, was named to the squad after Tampa Bay's Wilson Ramos, the 
elected starter, was ruled out due to a hamstring injury suffered against Minnesota. Kansas City's Salvador Perez is the other AL catcher and 
likely starter. 

He entered play Saturday with the third-highest OPS among American League catchers (.756) and has thrown out 31.6 percent (12-for-38) of 
potential base stealers this season. 

"We kind of erupted in (the clubhouse) as if we just tied the game when we saw it," starting pitcher Mike Clevinger said. "That speaks volumes 
for what he's done for not just me, but every pitcher in here. Just being a good teammate all-around and what he brings to the table, especially 
putting up with me and TB (Trevor Bauer) has gotta be worth something." 

Gomes' addition brings the total number of Indians All-Stars to six, tying Houston for the most players heading to Washington D.C. for the July 
17 game. He joins Francisco Lindor, Jose Ramirez, Michael Brantley, Corey Kluber and Trevor Bauer on the A.L. roster. It's the most All-Stars 
the team has had in one season since 1999. 

He becomes the first Indians catcher selected for the game since Victor Martinez in 2009 and the first Brazilian-born player ever named an All-
Star. 
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Jose Ramirez’s star shining for Indians 

By Nate Barnes, The News-Herald 

When LeBron James left Cleveland at the beginning of July, a vacuum opened in the space his star previously occupied. 

 

The ill-informed suggested James’ departure left the Browns as the city’s next best hope at a winning franchise. Promise exists for the 

moribund franchise but Cleveland’s baseball team is already contending for championships — with not one, but two stars. 

 

As viable a candidate Francisco Lindor is to replace James’ visage on the Sherwin-Williams building, Jose Ramirez has a case to join him. 

Batting third for the Indians, Ramirez is hitting .299 with an obscene .400 on-base percentage and .630 slugging percentage. His 1.030 on-base 

plus slugging percentage ranks fourth in the major leagues. He’s tied for the American League lead with 29 home runs and his 70 RBI are tied 

for baseball’s third-most. 
 

Ramirez has continued to mash in July. He’s batting .346 and has hit five home runs in his last five games. 

 

Manager Terry Francona has run out of ways to commend his third baseman. 

 

“I’m looking forward to August,” Francona said. “It doesn’t matter what month it is. He’s just a great player and getting better.” 

 



Only Mike Trout has been worth more to his team than Ramirez this season, according to FanGraphs. Trout’s 6.6 fWAR leads the majors. 

Ramirez’s 6.5 fWAR trails by a tenth of a win. Baseball-reference’s numbers reflect the same standing, with Trout’s 6.9 bWAR the only mark 

ahead of Ramirez at 6.3. 

 

Ramirez will flank Trout in the AL’s starting lineup at the MLB All-Star Game July 17. 
 

When Ramirez hit his 29th home run in the first inning, he moved into a tie with Boston’s J.D. Martinez for the AL lead. The 25-year-old native 

of the Dominican Republic added on to his franchise record first-half home run tally, which he set with his 28th July 12. 

 

Ramirez continues to occupy elite company as he compiles a transcendent season. His 29 home runs tie last year’s career-high, when he didn’t 

hit his 29th home run until September. 

 

Midway through July, the 5-foot-9 third baseman once considered a utilityman by talent evaluators stands alongside Mickey Mantle and Lance 

Berkman in the record books. Ramirez’s 29 first-half home runs tie their shared record for home runs in a half by a switch-hitter. Perhaps most 

impressive among Ramirez’s improved power numbers is the continued hustle and attitude that endeared him to Cleveland before he became a 
bona fide, middle-of-the-order force. 

 

Ramirez stood at second base with two outs in the sixth inning when Brandon Guyer hit a sharp ground ball to Yankees third baseman. Miguel 

Andujar. Guyer hustled down the line to beat the play and allow Michael Brantley to score from third. 

 

Ramirez, minus a helmet that flew off his head as he slid headfirst over the plate, followed. Greg Bird’s throw home sailed high and popped out 

of Austin Romine’s glove as Ramirez tied the game, 4-4. 

 

Despite ranking among the leaders in baseball’s power numbers, Ramirez is still willing to churn around third to score from second on an infield 

hit. Then, the only move for third base coach Mike Sarbaugh was out of Ramirez’s way. 
 

“He’s done that a couple times now,” Francona said. “The guy’s been out at first and we haven’t scored but that’s incredible. Guyer did a really 

good job getting down the line but Josey, that only works if you’re going right from the jump. His internal clock is amazing.” 

 

Andrew Miller hopes to be back in Indians bullpen around Aug. 1 

By Jeff Schudel, The News-Herald & The Morning Journal 

Andrew Miller, the left-handed reliever the Indians need desperately in the bullpen, has circled Aug. 1 as an approximate return date from a 

long stint on the disabled list. 

 

Miller hasn’t pitched since throwing two-thirds of an inning on May 17 against the Houston Astros. He has been on the DL the past two months 
with inflammation of his right knee — the same injury that landed him on the DL twice in 2017. 

 

The Indians don’t have to rush Miller back because they have a comfortable lead in the worst division in the major leagues. Still, he is eager to 

continue his comeback, which will include rehab appearances with the Double-A Akron Rubber Ducks. 

 

Miller was scheduled to throw a simulated game against some Indians teammates on July 14. The next step is pitching in “at least a handful of 

minor league games,” Miller said on July 12. 

“Missing as much time as I have, I don’t think we really have a choice (about throwing in minor league games),” he said. “It’s a necessary evil, I 

guess. The reality is I’m excited to go pitch. 

 
“(Completing the rehab) is not going to be overnight, but it’s a plan that makes sense and I’m glad we’re sticking to it.” 

 

Miller said no return date is set in stone, but he said “somewhere around” Aug. 1 is a reasonable time to expect him back in the Indians’ 

bullpen. 

 

The Indians’ bullpen has the highest ERA in the major leagues at 5.39. By contrast the bullpen of the Yankees, the team the Indians are 

finishing a four-game series with on July 15, has the best ERA in baseball at 2.68. 

 

Just a year ago, the Indians’ bullpen was the best with an ERA of 2.89. Their won-lost record was 21-22. 

 
The bullpen’s collapse goes far beyond Miller’s absence. Tyler Olson appeared in 30 games last season and had a 0.00 in 20 innings of work. 

This year he has allowed 15 earned runs in 17 2/3 innings. He has given up four home runs. 

 

Dan Otero pitched 60 innings in 52 games last season and posted a 2.85 ERA. He gave up six home runs all year. He has been in 35 games 

this year, pitching 34 2/3 innings, and has already yielded eight home runs. 

 

The Indians led 21 of the 32 games they’ve lost going into July 14. The bullpen is 5-16 this season, 

 

Manager Terry Francona is forced to stick with his starting pitchers longer than he might if he could have more trust in his bullpen. The danger 

is that could result in the starters having tired arms in September if things don’t change. 
 

Indians call up top prospect Francisco Mejia 

By Nate Barnes, The News-Herald 



Top prospect Francisco Mejia returned to the Indians’ roster July 14. He started at designated hitter and hit sixth against the Yankees. 

 

Mejia went 0-for-2 with two walks in his first plate appearances of 2018. 

 

Indians manager Terry Francona said the Indians made the move to keep Mejia active during the Triple-A All-Star break and add an extra hitter 
to their roster for the final two games before the major-league All-Star break. Mejia will be available to pinch-hit July 15 then will return to the 

Clippers. 

 

Mejia’s call-up marks his second stint with the Indians this season. He was called up for a day June 11 but did not play against the White Sox in 

Chicago. 

Mejia was named to the International League All-Star team and the MLB Futures Game. Mejia will not participate in the Futures Game after his 

addition to the Indians roster. 

 

The 23-year-old native of the Dominican Republic hit .455 for the Clippers in June after a slow start. Mejia is batting .279 with seven home runs, 

21 doubles and 43 RBI in 77 games for the Clippers. 
 

Mejia has worked in the outfield this season, where the Indians see more opportunity for his bat to contribute at the major-league level. 

 

“He views himself as a catcher and he is a catcher,” Francona said. “We’re trying to explain to him ‘we have outfield needs, and we think you’re 

a really advanced hitter. If you can play the outfield good enough, you can come play in the major leagues. That doesn’t mean you can’t catch 

at some point.’ ” 

 

Through a translator, Mejia said he was aware of the move last night and that his work in the outfield is “going really fine, right now.” Mejia has 

started 39 games at catcher and 24 in the outfield for the Clippers. Regarding the added opportunity in the outfield, Mejia said he was unaware 

of that message but is trying to do the best he can at the position. 
 

Right-handed pitcher Shane Bieber was optioned to Triple-A Columbus in a corresponding move. Bieber is 5-1 with a 3.53 ERA and Francona 

said the assignment will allow him to throw during the 10 days between his outing July 13 against the Yankees and his next potential start. 

 

SPORTS Indians notes: Francisco Mejia called up from Triple-A Columbus ... but only for a moment 

Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on July 14, 2018 | Updated 2:55 a. m. 

CLEVELAND — Francisco Mejia was promoted from Triple-A Columbus on Saturday, but it will only serve as a tease for Indians fans who have 

clamored for Mejia’s arrival on the major league level. 

 

“He’s gonna DH (Saturday). (Today), maybe he pinch hits or something, we’ll see,” manager Terry Francona said. “And then we’ll send him 
back. He knows that. We just thought we could expand our roster a little bit.” 

 

The Indians have been trying to transition Mejia from catcher to right field, but according to Francona, they’ve met with some resistance from 

MLB.com’s 15th-ranked overall prospect. 

 

“If (Francona) mentioned something about that, I wasn’t aware of it,” Mejia said through an interpreter prior to Saturday’s game against the 

Yankees. “They asked me to start working in the outfield and I started doing that. I’m trying to do the best I can at that position.” 

 

“He views himself as a catcher and he is a catcher,” Francona said. “We’re trying to explain to him that, ‘We’ve got outfield needs and we think 

you’re a really advanced hitter. If you can play the outfield good enough, you can come and play in the major leagues. (It) doesn’t mean you 
can’t catch at some point.’ 

 

“He’s been playing more outfield recently, just because of the need. I’ll probably get a chance to visit with him here the next couple days, which 

is good, because I think in-person conversations go a lot farther.” 

 

Mejia’s outfield transition began in left, where he has appeared in 23 games for Columbus. He’s played in only seven games in right, where he 

struggled to adapt early. 

 

“Right now, at this moment I’m not having any issues with it,” Mejia said. “I’m getting more used to it. They’ve been giving me more time playing 

right field, so I’m starting to feel more comfortable with it. 
 

“The hardest thing for me was being over there without getting balls hit to me. Sometimes it feels a little bit boring. Besides that, I’m fine.” 

 

This will be Mejia’s second brief stint this year with the Indians. He joined Cleveland for one day, June 11, in Chicago, but did not appear in the 

game. 

 

It was beneficial for Mejia, who credited conversations with Indians hitting coach Ty Van Burkleo and assistant Victor Rodriguez for reversing 

his fortunes at the plate. 

 

After struggling over the first two months, Mejia caught fire in June, hitting .455 (45-for-99) with 23 RBIs in 24 games. Overall, he’s batting .279 
with seven home runs and 43 RBIs in 77 games. 

 



“I think it can be a reminder that they’re a phone call away,” Francona said of Mejia’s short stays. “One day you can be in Columbus or 

wherever. The next day you’re in Chicago. I think that sometimes can serve to give them some hope, especially when you’re struggling like 

that. ‘Hey, I’m actually pretty well thought of.’ Yeah, I think it can be good for guys.” 

 

One can speculate the Indians called up Mejia to showcase him for a potential trade. His name has surfaced numerous times as the July 31 
trade deadline looms. 

 

“I don’t worry about that,” he said. “I came here to give 100 percent and help this team win games.” 

 

Bieber brief 

To clear room on the 25-man roster, the Indians optioned Friday’s starting pitcher, Shane Bieber, back to Columbus. Bieber, who is 5-1 with a 

3.53 ERA over the first seven starts of his MLB career, is expected to rejoin Cleveland’s rotation after the All-Star break. 

 

Francona said Bieber would make a shortened start (3-4 innings) for the Clippers prior to his first outing of the second half. 

 
Miller moment 

Andrew Miller (right knee inflammation) faced hitters in a live bullpen session at Double-A Akron on Saturday. Afterward, he told the Beacon 

Journal that the next step would be a rehab appearance — likely with Columbus and possibly prior to the All-Star break. 

 

Miller has spent two stints on the DL and appeared in only 17 games with a 4.40 ERA. 

 

Starting things 

Whether or not Trevor Bauer appears in Tuesday’s All-Star Game will affect how the Indians set their rotation coming out of the break, 

according to Francona. 

 
“That’s part of why Kluber (right knee soreness) wasn’t DL’d, just to keep our options open,” he said. 

 

Kluber, who received a lubricant injection to the knee Friday, is tentatively scheduled to make his first second-half start July 23 at Progressive 

Field against Pittsburgh. 

 

Roundin’ third 

Jose Ramirez (56) and Francisco Lindor (55) entered Saturday leading the majors in extra-base hits. Lindor’s 85 runs through Friday accounted 

for the most runs in franchise history prior to the All-Star break and the most in the majors since Todd Helton’s 87 in 2003. 

 

The Indians had outscored opponents 155-105 over their last 15 games at home through Friday. 
 

Bieber produced Cleveland’s 58th quality start of the season Friday, which accounted for the second-most in the majors behind Houston’s 69. 

The rotation’s 3.44 ERA ranked third in the majors behind the Astros (2.99) and Dodgers (3.29). 

 

Yankees 5, Indians 4: Tribe boots its way to loss to Bronx Bombers 

Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on July 14, 2018 | Updated 3:45 a. m. 

CLEVELAND -- Austin Romine’s drive to the gap in right-center field to start the seventh inning Saturday night at Progressive Field touched off 

a comedy of errors. 

 

Only, there was nothing funny about it for the Indians. 
 

Cleveland committed two fielding blunders on the play, turning Romine’s double into a Little League home run that lifted the Yankees to a 5-4 

victory in front of a sellout crowd of 35,353 fans. 

 

The Indians had just tied the game 4-4 on Brandon Guyer’s infield single off Yanks starter CC Sabathia in the sixth inning when Romine sent 

Mike Clevinger’s first pitch of the seventh between center fielder Rajai Davis and Guyer in right. 

 

Guyer got to the ball first but mishandled it as Romine headed to third base. Guyer threw to relay man, second baseman Erik Gonzalez, who 

made an errant throw to third baseman Jose Ramirez and the ball skipped by Clevinger backing up and into Cleveland’s dugout. 

 
Everything that could go wrong did as Romine trotted in with the go-ahead run. 

 

“Yeah, that’s a good way to put it,” manager Terry Francona said. “Guyer reached for it with his glove instead of either picking it up or corralling 

it with two hands, so that gave him a chance to go to third. And then the throw was on the side of the base where Romine was sliding and Jose 

looked like he did everything he could to get to it and then it hits the (dugout) fence and spins. It would have been nice to just try to keep it to a 

double and take our chances.”  

 

Both Clevinger and the Indians started slowly. 

 

Clevinger allowed the first two Yankees to reach base and put the Indians in a hole three batters into the game when Didi Gregorius launched a 
three-run homer to right-center. 

 



Clevinger settled in after that, holding New York scoreless over the next four innings on three hits before surrendering another homer in the 

sixth to Greg Bird that put the Yankees in front 4-2. 

 

“He might have been a little over-amped, I don’t know,” Francona said. “But once he settle in he was really good. He gave up that late home run 

that really hurt. They’ve got a lot of good hitters. They keep coming at you. They give you know deep breath anywhere. If you do, you’re gonna 
get nicked up.” 

 

“That’s kind of what I have been working on. Stuff’s gonna hit the fan every once in a while and it’s just how you respond,” Clevinger said. 

“Early in the year I kind of responded poorly and it resulted in more runs crossing the board later. Just remind myself I can lock it back in. It was 

one swing of the bat (from Gregorius). You can’t let the ballgame slip away because of really one bad pitch.”  

 

The Indians managed only two hits over the first five innings, but were able to score twice off Sabathia. 

 

Ramirez connected on a solo homer in the opening inning and the Indians, who collected only four hits on the night, manufactured another in 

the third after Erik Gonzalez led off with a single. 
 

Prized prospect Francisco Mejia was called up from Triple-A Columbus prior to the game, making his first appearance of the season for the 

Indians. He went 0-for-2 and walked twice, lining out to right and having a hit stolen from him on a sharp grounder up the middle. 

 

The Indians drew their second straight sellout crowd and fifth of the season, surpassing Friday night for the largest of the year. 

 

Cleveland fans in the contingent got a special reason to cheer in the ninth inning when catcher Yan Gomes came to the plate and it was 

announced on the scoreboard that he had been selected as a reserve to the All-Star Game. 

 

His teammates cheered him on from the dugout before Gomes struck out against Yankees closer Aroldis Chapman with a runner on first and 
one out. 

 

“That was kind of a weird at-bat,” Gomes said. “It was like the happiest strikeout. I had the weirdest feeling walking back. I don’t think I’ve ever 

been that emotional in an at-bat before. I’m not going to lie, it was kind of hard to get back in the box. I tried to focus in there, but it didn’t quite 

work out.” 

 

Nick Cafardo / SUNDAY BASEBALL NOTES / Here’s a look at the top teams that could upgrade at the trade deadline 

About half of the teams in baseball are good or competitive. The other half are lousy or tanking. So there’s a lot of inventory to choose from for 
contending teams hoping to improve their rosters. Consequently, the teams with players on the market may not be able to get as much in return 
this season. 

This likely doesn’t apply to the Orioles, who can get what they need for Manny Machado, even though he is a perceived rental. But the others? 

Here’s a look at the top teams that might be looking to upgrade: 

■ Red Sox — The reminders are aplenty from Dave Dombrowski teams of the past. He loves the big splash and when he has a team he feels 
can win it all — and I believe he feels that way about the 2018 Red Sox — don’t look for him to sit still. Yes, he’s handicapped by a lack of 
depth in the farm system. But he may be able to turn some lower-level pieces in Greenville and Salem and perhaps Blake Swihart and/or Brian 
Johnson into something of value. We know the Red Sox like Orioles closer Zach Britton, who will have about eight teams interested in him as 
he is now beginning to look like the Britton of old. Don’t be surprised if there’s also shopping going on for a righthanded starting pitcher (Dan 
Straily?) and a second baseman (Brian Dozier?) 

Related: Could this Red Sox team end up being the best in franchise history? 

Everything baseball every Monday-Friday during baseball season, and weekly in the offseason. 

■ Yankees — As of Thursday, the Yankees still had the best offer on the table for Machado, according to an Orioles source, even though he 
wasn’t their main need. The Yankees seem to believe they can pull off both Machado and a starting pitcher if things break correctly. They have 
a few pieces. Baltimore wants Justus Sheffield, but they could settle for Miguel Andujar and a secondary pitching prospect. The Yankees could 
save Sheffield for a deal with the Mets on Jacob deGrom. Those seem to be the two most prominent names mentioned with the Yankees, but if 
not deGrom, there’s Michael Fullmer, J.A. Happ, and Cole Hamels. 

■ Astros — They need to do something to separate themselves from the Red Sox and Yankees, which has been harder to do this season. 
They’re after Britton. They have an eye on San Diego lefthander Brad Hand, though he might be harder to get. If they can, they’ll add a 
righthanded power bat such as White Sox first baseman Jose Abreu or Tampa Bay catcher Wilson Ramos (with Brian McCann on the DL). 

■ Indians — You never know where they are with expanding their payroll, but it appears they’d be willing to do so. They have been linked to 
Machado, Britton, Brad Brach, Mychal Givens, and other relievers because their bullpen is 30th in the majors with a 5.37 ERA. If not Machado 
then Mike Moustakas? Adrian Beltre? They may also be looking for an outfield bat and Baltimore’s Adam Jones makes a lot of sense. 

■ Mariners — They would love another starting pitcher (Happ or Hamels seem to fit) and reliever. Their need for a bat may not be as prominent 
with Robinson Cano coming back after his 80-game suspension in August, but Jones seems appealing to them. The Mariners are also trying to 
stave off the Oakland A’s for the final wild-card spot. 

■ Athletics — They have played well enough to be buyers and fight for the second wild-card spot. Much will depend on how they come out of 
the gate after the All-Star break. If they’re buyers they could use upgrades to their offense and starting pitching. If they sell, then Jed Lowrie 
would be an attractive piece, as would catcher Jonathan Lucroy and closer Blake Treinen. 



■ Dodgers — They have had so many injuries to contend with, including losing shortstop Corey Seager for the season. They are very much in 
the Machado hunt and have the pieces to make it happen. They also have a bullpen need and the Reds are heavily scouting the Dodgers’ 
system, likely ahead of a possible Raisel Iglesias deal. They’re also in on Britton, Hand or Miami closer Kyle Barraclough. 

■Braves — You hear two different things about them: They’re not necessarily going to go all out for the top trade targets because they don’t 
want to disrupt their team and young arsenal of players just yet, or they’re waiting to see how things break and could thrust themselves into a 
number of deals, including a third baseman (Beltre, Josh Donaldson, who is on DL, or Moustakas) or a starting pitcher (perhaps Happ, who 
Atlanta general manager Alex Anthopoulos once traded for in Toronto). But will Anthopoulos give up prospects such as lefty starter Kolby 
Allard, righty starter Kyle Wright, or third baseman Austin Riley? 

Related: What’s up with all the strikeouts in Major League Baseball? 

■ Phillies — They also are uncertain whether to jump in and deal their arsenal of prospects now or wait until the offseason. There’s a clear 
opportunity to pick off Machado or Act II of Hamels in Philly. One of the two could happen, but we doubt both will. And do they need power? 
Rhys Hoskins has 14 homers and a .465 slugging percentage. You wonder if Jose Bautista could help the Phillies. 

■ Brewers — They have an aggressive owner in Mark Attanasio and he wants the Brewers to possibly do something that changes the game in 
the NL Central — where the Cubs are also liable to shock the world. The Brewers are deep into the Machado hunt and would love to land the 
superstar and also try to sign him long term. The Brewers know they’ll have to overpay to get Machado. Would they pay a bigger price than 
anyone else? They also need another starting pitcher. Straily could fit here. 

■ Cubs — Theo Epstein normally doesn’t sit out the trade deadline and we doubt he will this time. He’s been quiet on the Machado front, which 
leads me to believe that he’s ready to pounce. Like Dombrowski, Epstein doesn’t have a lot left in the farm system after his deals of the past 
two years. The Cubs, however, have been scouting Happ. 

■ Diamondbacks — Mike Hazen did it last year, obtaining rental J.D. Martinez, and his thoughts seem to be geared toward doing the same with 
Machado. Baseball executives feel Hazen has enough to pull off a Machado deal, but his farm system is also thin. 

■ Cardinals — They could do some reshuffling in their infield to make room for a productive hitter such as Donaldson, Moustakas, Beltre or 
Todd Frazier. They could add to the pitching staff either in the bullpen or in the rotation. The Cardinals have a very good farm system with the 
chips to pull off whatever they need to. 

■ Nationals — Mike Rizzo has already pulled off the Kelvin Herrera deal with the Royals and it’s likely he’ll do more with the catching position 
(perhaps even reacquire Ramos). Rizzo isn’t about to throw in the towel despite an underachieving team. As Alex Cora said, “They’ll be around 
at the end.” And we suspect they will. 

Apropos of nothing 

1. Could Kevin Cash be Manager of the Year in the AL? He’s got that team four games over .500 entering the weekend. With virtually no 
starting rotation, that’s impressive. The Rays are set up to be a spoiler team down the stretch. 

2. These Braves remind me of the 1991 Braves, who weren’t supposed to be in this position butnearly won a World Series (Atlanta lost to the 
Twins, 4-3). That team had older positional players and young pitchers. If I’m Alex Anthopoulos, I go for it. Don’t think just because you have 
great young talent that this opportunity is going to be around the following year and beyond. He’s got redundancy with some of his prospects. 
Go get that veteran third baseman, veteran starter, and make your run. 

Gabe Kapler and the Phillies sat atop the NL East at 52-40 heading into the weekend. 

Gabe Kapler and the Phillies sat atop the NL East at 52-40 heading into the weekend. 

3. Turns out Gabe Kapler isn’t the far-out guy everyone thought he was when he got off to a bizarre start with the Phillies. Turns out he’s a 
pretty good manager. 

4. This Pawtucket stadium situation turned out to be tougher than expected. 

5. Book plugs: Bill Nowlin has done great work lately with his Tom Yawkey book and now he’s got a book out titled “Ted Williams: First Latino In 
the Baseball Hall of Fame.” It’s about Williams’s Mexican heritage. Fascinating read. 

6. Bob Melvin could be the best manager in baseball. He exhibits a nice blend of instincts and analytics. He’s had to adapt to so many 
situations in Oakland — from rebuilding to building — and he’s survived and thrived in every situation. 

7. Please, Rob Manfred, do something with shifts. They are killing baseball. 

8. I’ve been accused of making too much of the Red Sox’ record against teams above .500. But the Indians should be concerned. They entered 
the weekend 15-23 (.395) vs. teams that are currently above .500. 

9. Katie Kirschner Haas, who has been the Red Sox’ vice president of Florida operations, is leaving her post to become COO of The Western 
and Southern Open. Big loss for the Red Sox. Congratulations, Katie. 

Updates on nine 

1. Jeff Samardzija, RHP, Giants — The Giants would deal Samardzija, whose performances have been uneven the past couple of years, 
mainly due to injuries. But he’s healthy now and you’re likely to see scouting on him by teams, such as the Yankees, that may be seeking a 
middle-rotation starter. Samardzija is 1-5 with a 6.42 ERA, but he pitched decently in his return start, going five innings and allowing three runs 
in a 3-2 loss to the Cardinals on July 7. Salary-wise, he’s at $19.8 million in 2019 and 2020, which means the Giants would have to swallow 
some greenbacks. 

2. Brad Ziegler, RHP, Marlins — Ziegler has started to pitch better and his market is starting to heat up. The Marlins are getting calls and may 
be willing to eat some of the remaining portion of his $9 million salary to make it happen. Ziegler offers the submarine view, which proved 
effective for the Red Sox in 2016. Ziegler had 11 consecutive scoreless outings heading into the weekend. 



3. Adam Conley, LHP, Marlins — Conley’s 96-mile-per-hour heat is starting to attract suitors. The one question a contender would ask is 
whether he can do it when the heat is on. He’s a strikeout guy because of his electric stuff, but he’s pitched in noncompetitive situations in 
terms of being in a pennant race. 

4. Clint Frazier, OF, Yankees — Teams looking to make a big deal with the Yankees may take on Frazier, but not as a primary piece, according 
to an NL executive. Frazier, however, “could be a good second or third piece depending upon who the trade is built around.” Frazier has a 
love/hate relationship with the trading world. Evaluators like his competitiveness and ability but feel he’s a bit pigheaded about instruction and 
they’re not sure how good he’s going to be as a full-time major leaguer. 

5. Manny Machado, SS, Orioles — The subject of whether Machado would move to third in any deal he’s involved with is a “discussion point,” 
according to Orioles GM Dan Duquette. “But that’s up to an individual team.” It’s an interesting point. Machado is a Gold Glove third baseman 
and a good shortstop. His long-term future is obviously at third base, but Machado may not see it that way just yet. 

6. Nathan Eovaldi, RHP, Tampa Bay — Eovaldi has drawn interest from scouts who have watched his recent outings. He was always a guy 
who lit up the radar gun and impressed scouts. But he’s had an injury history that has prevented him from reaching the next level. Is he good 
enough to be a back-end starter? Sure. And that’s why his former team, the Yankees, as well as the Brewers and Braves among others, have 
been watching closely. 

7. Whit Merrifield, 2B, Royals — Jackie Bradley Jr.’s teammate at the University of South Carolina is an impressive player who the Red Sox 
really like and who the Brewers are pursuing. But the Royals would be hesitant to move him given he’s not even arbitration eligible until 2020. 
The Red Sox are certainly torn about their second base situation. Dustin Pedroia is likely not coming back this year. Brock Holt and Eduardo 
Nunez are holding down the position and the Red Sox need to use what resources they have toward a bullpen piece. Merrifield is desirable 
because of his salary ($569,000), but there are second basemen aplenty out there, including Brian Dozier, Starlin Castro, Asdrubal Cabrera, 
and Brandon Phillips, who is working his way back in the Red Sox minor league system. 

8. Hanley Ramirez, 1B/DH, free agent — Sources close to Ramirez indicate that the former Red Sox would consider signing with a new team. 
Ramirez had kept himself out of the game after there seemed to be initial interest in him when he was first released by Boston. Ramirez 
decided to take some time off and then had to fend off a phony allegation that he was part of drug investigation. 

9. Jose Bautista, OF/3B, Mets — Bautista has almost an .800 OPS and despite a .219 average is back to being a power threat. “He’s done a 
great job for us,” said J.P. Ricciardi, who is running the Mets with John Ricco and Omar Minaya in Sandy Alderson’s absence (cancer). “He 
made a terrific play at third base the other night and he’s played a good outfield.” Ricciardi said he was surprised there wasn’t more action on 
Bautista and also said most of the interest has centered around Mets pitching — Zack Wheeler, StevenMatz, Jacob deGrom, and Noah 
Syndergaard. 

1 Double and 2 Errors Later, Austin Romine Scores the Yankees’ Winning Run 

By Billy Witz 

CLEVELAND — Yankees Manager Aaron Boone may tout the “sneaky athleticism” of his backup catcher Austin Romine, but he cannot do it 
with a straight face. 

More chuckles — and a Benny Hill soundtrack — were in order again on Saturday night as Romine circled the bases on a Little League home 
run that broke a tie game in the seventh inning. After another stout bullpen performance, the Yankees escaped with an eventful 5-4 victory over 
the Cleveland Indians. 

Romine’s dash around the bases, which was aided by two errors, was one of several banana-peel plays in another tight game between the two 
teams that played a riveting and crisp division series in October. 

“It wasn’t always perfect and pretty, but a really good win for us tonight,” said Boone, who watched the final four innings from the clubhouse 
after being ejected for the second time this season. 

He could finally breathe easily once Aroldis Chapman retired Rajai Davis on a soft fly ball to right field with the tying run on base — a far more 
palatable outcome than their fateful showdown two years ago in Game 7 of the World Series. Chapman, Dellin Betances and David Robertson 
closed out the final three and a third innings without allowing a hit. 

The Yankees’ bullpen has not allowed a run in its last 14⅓ innings, since allowing a run in the bottom of the ninth in Baltimore on Tuesday. 

With the score tied to begin the seventh inning, Romine led off with a double into the right-center-field gap. When right fielder Brandon Guyer 
fumbled the ball, Romine raced for third. 

As he slid headfirst into the bag, the relay throw from second baseman Erik Gonzalez skipped past third baseman Jose Ramirez, with pitcher 
Mike Clevinger late backing up the base. The ball bounced off a thigh-high screen in front of the dugout, landed on the dirt and then spun into 
the dugout to send Romine home with a welcoming slap from the third-base coach Phil Nevin. 

Once Romine arrived in the dugout, his teammates congratulated him — and also took a few good-natured shots. 

“Why does everyone have fun watching a catcher try to run to third?” Romine asked. 

It was fitting that the Yankees seized the lead on a comedy of errors because that is how they had surrendered an advantage in the sixth. 

C.C. Sabathia, given a 4-2 lead on home runs by Didi Gregorius and Greg Bird, looked as if he were going to extricate himself from a jam 
when, with runners at second and third and two outs, Guyer hit a grounder to third base. But Miguel Andujar, who whirled completely around as 
he caught the ball, pulled Bird off first base with his throw. Bird was slow to react to Ramirez racing home from second, and his throw to Romine 
at the plate was high and late. 

“It’s definitely more nerve-racking watching up here,” Boone said. “I’ve walked about a mile up here. I’ve watched every TV in this clubhouse.” 

Boone was ejected after arguing that Giancarlo Stanton should not have been called out after he swung at a two-strike pitch; it first appeared 
that he had fouled off a fastball. But the first-base umpire Jerry Meals ruled that the ball hit Stanton’s hand, not the bat, so he was ruled out. 



Boone argued with the home-plate umpire Ed Hickox and then with Meals. After the umpires convened and maintained their call, his continued 
haranguing got him ejected. 

Boone admitted afterward that the umpires got the call correct. Foul tips cannot be reviewed by replay. 

“I thought it was going to be a bad look when a ball goes back to the screen on a swing,” Boone said. “But in looking up here, it looks like they 
got it right.” 

There was still one more blunder for the Yankees to survive. To begin the ninth, Guyer hit a high pop-up near home plate that Romine camped 
under. Andujar also came in but appeared to cede ground at the last minute. Romine lost his balance and fell, as did the ball, which landed 
harmlessly on the grass in foul territory. 

Chapman, though, retired Guyer on a grounder. Not long after, the Yankees enjoyed the last laugh. 

New York TimesYankees keep pace with Red Sox as Indians’ gaffe gifts win 

By George A. King III  

CLEVELAND — The only item missing from the generous gift presented to the Yankees by the Indians on Saturday night was an attractive 
pinstripe bow dotted with interlocking NYs. 

How else can you describe two errors on one play in the big leagues by a team running away with the AL Central? 

Yet after flushing a three-run lead taken in the third inning, the Yankees benefited from Indians right fielder Brandon Guyer failing to pick up 
Austin Romine’s double to the warning track in right-center in the seventh inning of a tie game. That blunder allowed the heavy-legged catcher 
to round second and make third. Second baseman Erik Gonzalez then took Guyer’s throw and threw wildly to third, the ball bouncing over the 
rail and into the Indians’ dugout. That sent Romine home on a jog with the deciding run in a 5-4 Yankees victory at Progressive Field. 

The win kept the Yankees 3 ½ lengths back of the AL East-leading Red Sox with one game left before the All-Star break begins Monday. 

Teammates in the dugout and bullpen said they enjoyed watching Romine tour the bases. Romine wondered how that could be. 

“How can you have fun watching a catcher run?’’ Romine asked. 

Manager Aaron Boone watched the play unfold in the Yankees’ clubhouse after being ejected by first base umpire Jerry Meals for arguing a ball 
that hit Giancarlo Stanton in the hand on a swing. Plate ump Ed Hickox said the ball hit the bat and called Stanton out. 

“It looks like they got the call right,’’ Boone said after the Yankees survived third baseman Miguel Andujar’s faulty throw in the sixth when the 
Indians scored two runs on Guyer’s infield single and Andujar and Romine colliding in foul territory, failing to catch Guyer’s pop up leading off 
the ninth against Aroldis Chapman. 

“It wasn’t always perfect and pretty but a good win for us,’’ said Boone, whose club can take three of four from the Indians and finish an 11-
game road trip with a 7-4 record should the Yankees win Sunday. 

Didi Gregorius’ three-run homer in the first inning off Mike Clevinger provided CC Sabathia with an early cushion, at which the Indians chipped 
away. AL MVP-candidate Jose Ramirez homered with two outs and nobody on in the first. Sabathia traded a run for an out in the third when 
Michael Brantley’s grounder to first plated Gonzalez to make it 3-2. The two runs on an infield single in the sixth tied the score, 4-4, and cost 
Sabathia a chance at a victory. 

What bothered Sabathia was a pitch to Brantley that went for a single off second baseman Tyler Wade’s glove in short right field with one out 
and nobody on in the sixth. 

“I’ve got to make a better pitch to Michael Brantley,’’ Sabathia said. 

After a walk to Ramirez, Sabathia retired Edwin Encarnacion on a grounder to third in front of Guyer’s chopper to Andujar who backed up and 
played the chopper on his heels. His throw pulled Greg Bird off the base and Bird’s throw home was high as Ramirez scored from second. 

David Robertson surfaced from the bullpen and stranded the runner he inherited and Francisco Mejia, whom he walked. Robertson worked a 
perfect seventh, Dellin Betances struck out two of the three batters he faced and Chapman overcame the Andujar-Romine miscue and a walk 
to Mejia to post his 26th save in 27 chances. 

Working with a triple-digit fastball, Chapman struck out Yan Gomes with a 0-2 slider. 

“You don’t go crazy,’’ said Chapman, who didn’t show any signs that his tendinitis-wracked left knee bothered him. “You try the same to get the 
guy out.’’ 

And take the gift. 
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13 Yankees things to know: Why Aaron Boone was wrong; Gary Sanchez's next test 

Here are 13 Yankees things you need to know before Sunday's game against the Indians at Progressive Field. Topics include: Aaron Boone, 
Miguel Andujar, Austin Romine, Gary Sanchez, more. 

Why Boone was wrong, umps were right 

Boone probably wouldn’t have gone ballistic on the umpires and gotten tossed — if he only knew. 

Boone said he was wrong and umpires were right when he was arguing during Giancarlo Stanton’s at-bat in the sixth inning of Saturday’s 5-4 
win over the Indians. 

Boone thought the 0-2 pitch Stanton swung through hit his hands and his bat, not just his hands. When Stanton was struck out, Boone felt it 
should have been considered a foul ball, since it went all the way back to the screen. 



The call couldn’t be challenged under league rules. So Boone flipped out, got tossed and later saw replays that showed umpires got it right — it 
never hit the bat. 

“Looks like they got the call right,” he said. “I just thought it was a foul ball. I thought I got the word it hit hand and bat. I thought it was going to 
be a bad look when the ball goes back to the screen on a swing. Looking from back here, it looks like they got it right. So, move on.” 

What's it like watching a back-and-forth game in the clubhouse for a manager? 

Boone was tossed when the Yankees were ahead, 3-2. Two at-bats later, Greg Bird hit a solo homer to make it 4-2. Eventually, the Indians 
would tie it at 4-all before Austin Romine doubled and scored on two errors in the seventh for the deciding run. 

“It’s definitely more nerve-wracking watching up here,” Boone said, referring to the clubhouse. “I’ve walked about a mile in here. I’ve watched 
every TV in this clubhouse.” 

Romine called it simple miscommunication when he and third baseman Miguel Andujar collided and dropped an easy foul pop up on closer 
Aroldis Chapman’s first pitch of the ninth inning. 

Romine was under the ball but it drifted at the last second toward Andujar, who tried to get out of Romine’s way but couldn’t escape. Romine 
fell into him. Didn’t matter. Chapman got a groundout in the at-bat and eventually saved the game. 

“It’s an easier play for the infielder,” Boone said, “but if you’re going to come that far and make that play, you have to be emphatic about, ‘I got 
it, I got it, I got it’ … I don’t know if that happened.” 

What Boone has learned in his half-season as manager 

Come Sunday, Boone will have completed his first half-season as the manager of the Yankees. When general manager Brian Cashman hired 
him, Cashman cited Boone’s ability as a communicator as one of his chief selling points. 

Boone said he wanted the communication between himself, his players, the staff and his front office to continue to improve. 

“I feel like it just makes you more equipped to handle the next day with different experiences that happen. And the communication that I have in 
the game with my coaches and how we think out loud, I think has been good. But it’s something that I want to continue to get better and better 
and better. But as I’ve said the job’s been a real blessing and I’ve loved coming to work each day because of these guys. I love our players and 
the kind of people they are. I love the organization. So there hasn’t been a day so far that I haven’t felt like I can’t wait to get to the yard.” 
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