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 Chicago Tribune, Yu Darvish set to throw off mound Tuesday — but return could be weeks away 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-yu-darvish-throwing-off-mound-
20180611-story.html 
 

 Chicago Tribune, Joe Maddon's relative to sign with rival Brewers 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-joe-maddon-joe-baran-brewers-
20180611-story.html 
 

 Chicago Sun-Times, ‘No tight butts’ as Cubs rally to beat Brewers in 11 for NL Central lead 
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ESPNChicago.com 
Resurgent Jason Heyward delivers key blow against Josh Hader, Brewers 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
MILWAUKEE -- A year ago -- check that, even just a few weeks ago -- it was a matchup that would have 
had Chicago Cubs fans turning off their television sets: dynamic Milwaukee Brewers lefty reliever Josh 
Hader facing left-handed-hitting Cubs outfielder Jason Heyward. 
 
This is the same Heyward who has been the subject of social media rants and sports radio tirades for the 
better part of his almost two-and-a-half seasons with the Cubs. But up stepped Heyward, fresh off an 
improbable, ninth-inning, walk-off grand slam -- off another lefty -- just a few days ago in a win over the 
Philadelphia Phillies. 
 
But that was Adam Morgan, and this was Hader, one of the toughest relievers in baseball. The Brewers 
were leading 2-1 in the eighth inning, but the Cubs had the tying run at second base. 
 
First place was on the line. 
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Coming into the game, Hader had struck out 70 batters in 35 innings, including a whopping 23 lefties in 
35 at-bats. Lefties were hitting .057 off him, while Heyward was hitting .158 off lefty pitchers. How could 
anything positive happen for the Cubs? 
 
"Just know the guy has good stuff, and he's not going to give you a lot to hit in the zone, so if something 
is there, keep it simple," Heyward said Monday after the Cubs' 7-2 win in 11 innings. "Take what he gives 
you. Hard single to right." 
 
Heyward turned on a 95 mph fastball and drove it into right field at an exit velocity of 107 mph, the 
second-hardest hit ball off Hader this season, according to Statcast. Ben Zobrist came around to score. 
 
For two seasons, that was a pitch Heyward never would have hit hard, but times are changing for him. 
One big hit might be a fluke, but several in a week could have a lot more meaning. 
 
"His setup is entirely different," manager Joe Maddon said. "And with that, he's making a better pass at 
the baseball. He's just set better. You can see how the ball is coming off the bat. It's kind of snapping. 
There is no push in his swing. It's all snap right now. That's the difference." 
 
In layman's terms, Heyward is (finally) using less arms and more hands. The Cubs have been waiting for 
this day. For good measure, he doubled home two more runs -- again off a lefty -- in a five-run 11th 
inning, helping the Cubs vault over the Brewers and into first place in the NL Central. 
 
"Our guys are like loose cannons in the dugout," Maddon said. "There are no tight butts. It's kind of 
interesting to listen to the conversation, even in a tight game. They're in the present tense, and that's all 
I can ask for." 
 
The Brewers are 1-8 this season against their division rivals, and on Monday they lost a game in which 
Hader pitched for the first time this season (21-1). Heyward beating Hader was as unlikely an outcome 
as any you'll see -- or at least that was the case with the old Heyward. The new, handsy one is a different 
hitter. 
 
"Timing is good, but when you use your hands, you don't get body involved, and [I] can adjust mid at-bat 
and throw my hands at the baseball," he said. "Trying to use my hands. After that, just able to focus on 
who you're facing on the mound." 
 
His teammates know what Heyward has been through and can appreciate the way he keeps working in 
the face of adversity. It doesn't matter if it lasts. It's happening now, and it's helping the Cubs win. 
 
"He's putting good swings on the ball," Anthony Rizzo said. "He comes to the ballpark like a professional 
every day. When you see him get results like that, it's fun." 
 
And it's fun for Maddon and the Cubs when they get a total team effort in a victory. From little known 
reliever Randy Rosario (0.71 ERA) keeping the Cubs in the game to 37-year-old Zobrist providing a spark 
off the bench, the Cubs proved once again that their talent runs deep. 
 
Meanwhile, after Hader was beaten by Heyward and Milwaukee suffered its eighth loss in nine games 
against the Cubs, the Brewers must be wondering what else can go wrong. 
 
The teams have played playoff atmosphere baseball in the early portion of the season, with the Cubs 
coming out on top over and over again, this time led by the unlikeliest of offensive heroes. 



 

 
"Monday night game, division teams, it's a lot of fun," Heyward said. "It's electric. These teams play 
baseball the right way." 
 
"It feels good," Rizzo added. "It's fun playing here. The fans are into it. They're engaged. These are tough 
games. Which way is the ball going to fall? This year, fortunately, they've fallen our way." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs keep showing Brewers why they're dominating rivalry: 'There are no tight butts' 
By Tony Andracki 
 
MILWAUKEE - If the Cubs weren't in the Brewers' heads before, they surely are now. 
 
The Cubs have now won 8 of 9 against their division rivals this season and stand alone in first place in 
the National League Central. 
 
The Brewers blew a 2-1 lead Monday night in front of another chapter in the Wrigley North Takeover 
and saw the Cubs dismantle the strongest part of this team — their bullpen. 
 
The Cubs made the formidable Josh Hader look human as they plated the tying run off the young left-
hander in the top of the 8th inning and then unloaded on former White Sox pitcher Matt Albers for 5 
runs in the 11th. 
 
This is the first time all year Hader has worked in a game the Brewers lost and since he was forced to 
throw 35 pitches, he will definitely not pitch Tuesday and may be down for Wednesday's series finale as 
well. Corey Knebel threw 25 pitches to get 4 outs Monday, so the Cubs guaranteed he would only be 
able to work one of the next two games of the series at most. 
 
To put it simply: Things are not looking great for the Brewers. 
 
"I don't think there's ever any sense of panic with what happens," said Anthony Rizzo, who drew a walk 
off Hader and hit a homer off Albers to begin the 11th. "They have a guy that's unhittable come in the 
game and we somehow scratch a run off of him and no one's fazed. 
 
"It's just grind at-bats out. It's an organization-wide mentality of not giving up and we do a good job with 
that." 
 
No matter what way you slice it right now, the Cubs are the clear big brother in this rivalry. 
 
They have the experience in high-pressure games. They have the talent. They have the attitude. 
 
And now they have sole possession of first place (for now, at least). 
 
"Our guys are loose cannons in the dugout," Joe Maddon said. "There are no tight butts. It's kind of 
interesting to listen to the conversation, even in a tight game. 
 
"They're in the present tense and that's all I can ask for." 
 



 

The Cubs won't take any of this for granted. Even with such a ridiculous start in the season series 
between the two teams, the Brewers are talented enough to win the next 10 straight against their 
neighbors to the South and finish over .500 against the Cubs. 
 
But for now, the Cubs will take it. 
 
"Yeah, it feels good," Rizzo said. "It's fun playing here. They have a good team, the fans are into it, 
they're engaged. You got the Cubs fans and the Brewers fans going at it all game. 
 
"These are tough games, we know they're tough games. It's which way is the ball gonna fall and for us, 
fortunately this year, they've fallen our way." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
An underrated key to Cubs' recent hot streak? Better in-game adjustments 
By Tony Andracki 
 
MILWAUKEE - The Cubs could leave Milwaukee with sole possession of first place in the National League 
Central. 
 
The main reason for that is a stretch of games the last three 3 weeks in which they've gone 12-4, 
winning five straight series since the Cleveland Indians came to Wrigley May 22-23. 
 
During that time, the Cubs have won just about every way possible, from taking the early lead and 
coasting, a walk-off grand slam, come-from-behind victories, games led by pitching and defense...the list 
goes on. 
 
The Cubs haven't really changed much about what they do day in and day out, but they have been able 
to fine-tune their daily approach. 
 
"We've done a good job of making adjustments mid-game on the fly," Jason Heyward said. "That's kind 
of what it takes throughout the year. Going into each day — I feel like since the start of spring training 
— with good intention and good purpose. 
 
"But you gotta live and learn. I just feel like we've done a good job of paying attention to detail with that 
and how we've been playing of late, we kinda get rewarded with that and it goes your way sometimes." 
 
Heyward hit that aforementioned walk-off grand slam last week at Wrigley Field and he's been one of 
the guys leading the charge, entering play Monday evening with a .396 average and .971 OPS in the last 
11 games. 
 
After a Jekyll and Hyde type approach earlier in the season, the Cubs offense has leveled out a bit now. 
Not everybody is hot at the same time nor is everybody slumping at the same time. 
 
Heyward and Anthony Rizzo are hot; Javy Baez is not. Kris Bryant and Willson Contreras have been 
getting hits lately, but mostly singles and they're not driving the ball with consistency. 
 
The Cubs have found a way to break through and pick each other up throughout the lineup the past few 
weeks, which Heyward pointed to that daily approach and awareness as credit. 
 



 

Still, they could get better with runners in scoring position.  
 
Ever over this 16-game hot streak, the Cubs still rank in the middle of Major League Baseball in terms of 
offensive production with runners in scoring position (12th in average, 10th in OPS, 14th in wRC+). 
 
That's quite the contrast to the fact the Cubs pace the National League in a bunch of overall offensive 
categories (runs per game, on-base percentage, OPS). 
 
"We lead the league in almost everything right now," Joe Maddon said. "The only thing I would want to 
lament is that we can get better in this one area, which I know we're going to. It's not like a pressurized 
statement. We haven't really achieved our level of success that we're going to driving in runs with 
people in scoring position. 
 
"You know it's gonna happen and that's cool. If we can keep all this other stuff in order, I'll take it." 
 
It's not just the hitters that are making in-game adjustments, however. The pitchers are, too. 
 
Either way, it's always easy to say you want to make adjustments in the midst of game action, but it's 
much more difficult to put into practice. 
 
"No, it's not simple because it doesn't always go your way," Heyward said. "Game of inches, things 
happen, teams make plays, teams are playing well. We've just been fortunate enough to find a way to 
get it done here recently and that's kinda it. 
 
"Our pitchers are really throwing well and I feel like that adjustment part starts with them. Mid-game, 
they've been having to make adjustments and get on the same page and on the fly quickly and when 
they're able to do that and we're able to hang in there and find a way to get some runs for them, it 
works out." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Four Cubs Players on verge of starting All-Star Game 
By Vince Lovergine 
 
The Cubs entered play this week in second place—in the Central division standings and in several places 
on the MLB All-Star Game ballot. 
 
The first results of the ballot have been released; four Cubs are on the cusp of starting in the 
Midsummer Classic. 
 
Anthony Rizzo, Javier Baez, Kris Bryant, and Willson Contreras all sit in second place in their respective 
positions. 
 
Of the four, Rizzo has the biggest deficit. He trails Braves first basemen Freddie Freeman by just over 
385,000 votes. Kris Bryant trails Rockies third basemen Nolan Arenado by over 222,000 votes. 
 
Baez trails Braves second basemen Ozzie Albies by 38,509 votes. Contreras is behind Giants catcher 
Buster Posey by 21,904 votes, which is the smallest margin on the team. 
 



 

In the outfield, Kyle Schwarber leads Cubs outfielders ranking seventh with 203,299 votes. Ben Zobrist is 
right behind him in eighth at 196,387. Jason Heyward sits in 10th with 175,583 votes. 
 
This could be another year where the Cubs have multiple starters on the field. 
 
Back in 2016, the Cubs had Rizzo, Zobrist, Bryant, Addison Russell and former Cub Dexter Fowler all start 
at the All-Star Game. Jon Lester and former Cub Jake Arrieta were also selected. 
 
When all these players started, the Cubs ended their 108-year World Series drought. If the fans indeed 
vote the current Cubs to start in the All-Star game, could it signify another World Series title? 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Anthony Rizzo apparently has a new lucky bat 
By Tony Andracki 
 
MILWAUKEE - It wasn't quite a moment made for Hollywood. There was no sign of Matt Szczur or the 
bat-boy from "The Natural." 
 
But Anthony Rizzo's "merch guy" sure picked out a winner. 
 
Rizzo typically swings a black bat, but was seen waving around light brown lumber in the latter innings of 
Monday's 7-2 Cubs win over the Brewers. 
 
It led to a pair of home runs — one foul off Josh Hader; one fair off Matt Albers — that probably 
approached a combined 850 feet between the shots. 
 
There are no differences in the bats. Same weight, same size, just a different color and a bit of an older 
model. 
 
This lighter bat was the same one Rizzo used in 2013, so he decided to bring "it back to the younger 
days." 
 
After breaking his bat earlier in the game, Rizzo decided to try his luck at something new for his 8th-
inning plate appearance against Hader that wound up in a walk. 
 
"I feel like I hit the ball pretty well here a lot and it goes right at them," Rizzo said. "The Brewers are 
very, very good at being in a good position to defend. 
 
"I broke my bat the at-bat before and I brought this one, so I thought, 'I'll give it a try.'" 
 
The last time the Cubs were in Milwaukee, Rizzo was placed on the disabled list with a back issue during 
the middle of the series. He went 0-for-5 in the one game he did play. 
 
Over his career at Miller Park, Rizzo is hitting .263 with an .870 OPS, both of which rank in the middle of 
the pack in terms of ballparks. 
 
But those numbers haven't been very good over the last couple years. Rizzo hit just .176 at Miller Park 
over the last two seasons with a .628 OPS and .756 OPS in 2017 and 2016, respectively. 
 



 

With this new bat, however, Rizzo has yet to make an out and he helped spark the Cubs to a victory. 
 
The homer was Rizzo's third of the month and 10th since May 1. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Jason Heyward's improvements at plate helping Cubs surge ahead 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon insists there are no secrets to Jason Heyward’s resurgence as a hitter. 
 
“His setup is entirely different,” Maddon said. “And with that, he’s making a better pass at the baseball. 
That’s it. Swear to God. That’s it. Nothing new or different from him. He’s just setting up better. 
 
“You can see the ball come off the bat. It’s snapping. There’s no push in his swing. It’s all snap. That’s the 
difference. I’m not trying to be coy about it. It’s exactly what’s going on.” 
 
Heyward came through again Monday night in perhaps the most impressive manner. Heyward delivered 
a game-tying single with two outs in the eighth inning off left-hander Josh Hader, and then capped a 
five-run rally in the 11th with a two-run double to put the finishing touches on the Cubs’ 7-2 win over 
the Brewers that moved them into sole possession of first place in the National League Central for the 
first time since April 30. 
 
Heyward has played an instrumental role in the Cubs’ recent 9-2 surge. Heyward is batting .407 (22-for-
54) since May 29. During that stretch, he’s collected hits off closer Felipe Vazquez of the Pirates, Adam 
Morgan of the Phillies and Hader -- all left-handers. 
 
Vazquez’s fastball has been clocked at 100 mph. Heyward’s hit off Morgan was a walk-off grand slam on 
Wednesday. And Hader had limited left-handers to an .057 batting average prior to Heyward’s game-
tying hit. 
 
“You just know (Hader) has good stuff and will not give you a lot to hit in the (strike) zone,” Heyward 
said. “If something is there, keep it simple. Take what he gives you.” 
 
Heyward feels he’s more capable of making adjustments during an at-bat and to get his hands involved 
more frequently and effectively. 
 
“I feel like I’m able to make adjustments on the fly, keep it simple and know I don’t try to think too 
much,” said Heyward, who has raised his batting average from .222 to .281. 
 
Anthony Rizzo also showed he’s capable of making adjustments mid-game, as he opted for a 2013 
model after breaking his bat in the middle of the game. 
 
The older model, which essentially was the same as his more current bat but with a different color, 
produced a home run that sparked the five-run rally in the 11th. 
 
Rizzo, however, was more pleased at the calm manner in which he and his teammates rallied against 
Hader. 
 



 

“The guy is unhittable, and we somehow scratch a run and no one is fazed,” said Rizzo, who drew a walk 
in the eighth against Hader. “We grind at-bats out. It’s an organization-wide mentality of not giving up.” 
 
The intangibles included Ben Zobrist tagging up from first to advance to second, which allowed him to 
score the tying run on Heyward’s single in the eighth, to Javier Baez drawing a rare walk with two outs in 
the 11th that led to four more runs after Rizzo’s homer. 
 
The walk was only the seventh free pass drawn by Baez, who went from April 12 to May 30 without 
drawing a walk. 
 
“The last two times he’s walked, we’ve won games,” Rizzo smiled. “We could be on to something there.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs erupt for 5 runs in 11th to beat Brewers 7-2 and take over first in Central 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Manager Joe Maddon was the last of the uniformed Cubs to be besieged by questions about the 
significance of their National League Central showdown against the Brewers. 
 
So Maddon, veteran of several division races, put this three-game series in full perspective. 
 
“It’s a Monday in June,” Maddon replied. “Everyone wants to apply those labels (of a big series). I’ve 
never wanted to. Every game is the biggest game, regardless of who you’re playing.” 
 
The Cubs’ poise and determination paid off at the right time in this “biggest” game as they tied the game 
in the eighth off formidable left-hander Josh Hader, and Anthony Rizzo’s home run sparked a five-run 
rally in the 11th to give the Cubs a 7-2 victory and sole possession of first place by one-half game. 
 
To support Maddon’s aforementioned point of taking each game in stride, Willson Contreras didn’t kick 
the dirt or slam his helmet after left fielder Ryan Braun took a few steps before showing the ball he 
caught above the left-field fence to rob Contreras of a potential game-tying home run in the 
sixth.Contreras merely applauded Braun’s catch before retreating to the dugout. 
 
Braun, known more for his offensive feats, also made a diving catch to rob Rizzo of a hit to open the 
fourth. Rizzo was again done in — this time by a shift — in the sixth when shortstop Orlando Arcia was 
positioned to the right of second base and caught Rizzo’s line drive before throwing to first base to nail 
Kris Bryant and complete a double play. 
 
But the Cubs kept at it. Ben Zobrist took a huge risk but succeeded in the eighth when he advanced from 
first to second on Albert Almora Jr.’s deep fly to left and that move set up Jason Heyward’s game-tying 
single off Hader. 
 
Hader had limited left-handed hitters to an .057 batting average and hadn’t allowed a run in his last 
151/3 innings covering nine appearances. 
 
But solving left-handers has played an important role in Heyward’s ascent the last two weeks, including 
his game-winning grand slam off Adam Morgan of the Phillies in a 7-5 victory Wednesday at Wrigley 
Field. 
 



 

Heyward capped the 11th-inning rally with a two-run double off left-hander Boone Logan. 
 
Rizzo’s homer off Matt Albers increased his RBI total since May 1 to 37 — tops in the majors. Zobrist and 
Almora added RBI singles off Albers before Heyward’s double. 
 
“You can see what we’re capable of doing,” Maddon said. 
 
Monday’s eighth-inning rally took left-hander Jose Quintana off the hook after he allowed home runs to 
Erik Kratz and Jonathan Villar. 
 
Quintana’s streak of holding the Brewers scoreless, which started on July 28, 2017, ended at 26 innings 
in the third when Kratz smacked his homer to center field. 
 
Villar’s homer snapped a 1-1 tie in the fifth and occurred after shortstop Addison Russell made one of 
his best defensive plays of the season when he ranged to his left on the outfield grass to field a grounder 
and make a strong throw to retire Hernan Perez. 
 
This outing marked the third consecutive start Quintana allowed two runs or fewer. That’s the 
improvement Maddon is seeking as he hopes the Cubs peak at the right time. 
 
Randy Rosario pitched two scoreless innings to earn the victory. Rosario has allowed one run in 12 2/3 
innings. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Tommy La Stella has molded himself into one of baseball's best pinch hitters 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Tommy La Stella’s approach to pinch hitting is similar to his approach to life. 
 
He’s his own man. 
 
“Everyone is always their (own) best hitting coach,” La Stella said. “Nobody knows your swing the way 
you know your swing, and nobody knows pitching mechanics the way you know your mechanics. It’s a 
process to know what makes you tick as a player. And the best way is to go about reproducing that.” 
 
La Stella isn’t disrespectful of any of his previous or current hitting coaches dating to his days with the 
Braves. He merely has fine-tuned his swing since becoming a key pinch hitter and part-time infielder. 
 
The results have been impressive. La Stella has evolved from a fringe major-leaguer who briefly walked 
away from his teammates in the midst of a World Series season to a valued role player. 
 
“He and I talk a lot, but I don’t try to influence him,” manager Joe Maddon said. “But he asks for advice a 
lot. We’ve had some really in-depth conversations. 
 
“But a big part of his success is that he has his own methods. He sticks to it. We never press it with 
Tommy. We never ask, ‘Do you need more swings? What do you need?’ He knows what he needs. Even 
on defense, he has gotten better.” 
 



 

Since joining the Cubs in a trade from the Braves before the 2015 season, La Stella has evolved from a 
power-challenged second baseman to an adequate backup at third and second, as well as one of the top 
pinch hitters in the league. 
 
His 12 pinch hits (in 32 at-bats) lead the National League, and he’s well within reach of the franchise 
record of 20 that Thad Bosley (1995) and Dave Clark (1997) share. 
 
Overall this season, he’s batting .316 with a .388 on base percentage. 
 
And it was on-the-job training that helped La Stella master his hitting craft. 
 
“I didn’t really do much studying,” La Stella recalled. “I just started from where I was. I didn’t have much 
experience pinch hitting, so it’s a matter of learning how to do it. It’s simplifying things, what I do well at 
the plate, and doing that as simply as I can over and over again.” 
 
“I don’t get an opportunity to get four or five at-bats per game. There are plenty of times where I go into 
a massive stretch where the results don’t match the process, but I can’t be ‘yard-saling’ the whole plan 
over a few things.” 
 
La Stella attempts to keep a calm approach at the plate. 
 
“By the time I start the swing, I want to be in a decent position with my lower half and have my hands 
freed up,” he said. “If I do that and don’t swing out of the strike zone, I like my chances better than if I’m 
trying to dictate the pace on offense.” 
 
La Stella’s methods rubbed off on rookie David Bote, who had a pinch-hit, two-run double in the second 
inning that helped the Cubs rally to a 4-3 victory over the Marlins on May 8. 
 
“Tommy finds the perfect middle ground in preparing, but you wait until (your at-bat) is official,” said 
Bote, now with Triple-A Iowa. “You’re always ready and have a feel for the way it’s going. So if they say, 
‘Bote, you’re going to hit if there are runners on base,’ it wasn’t a surprise.” 
 
As for his mentors, La Stella said, “I just take bits and see what works for me.” 
 
A 6-for-16 performance as a pinch hitter in 2015 boosted La Stella’s faith in himself, which reached a 
crossroads when he was optioned before the trade deadline the next season. But he didn’t report to 
Iowa, causing the Cubs to place him on the temporarily inactive list for 17 days and causing concern 
when the Cubs were focusing on their first World Series since 1908. 
 
La Stella, 29, doesn’t go into details of his absence, but mastering his role since his return has earned 
him respect. 
 
“He definitely has evolved,” Anthony Rizzo said. “You have a guy who goes great, and then ‘quits’ for his 
own personal reasons and then comes back. It’s not easy to do. But he has been great.” 
 
La Stella also repaired his relationship with the front office. well enough that he was comfortable 
exchanging pranks that including taking the spring training parking spots reserved for President Theo 
Epstein and general manager Jed Hoyer, and later setting up a bouncy house in the same location. 
 



 

“This is a special place,” La Stella said. “It truly is a much more of a family feel, and that’s why we get so 
much out of the people who are around because everyone feels comfortable to go be the best version 
of themselves.” 
 
Maddon and Rizzo appreciate that La Stella has worked to refine his skills while most of the attention is 
directed toward higher-profile teammates. 
 
“It’s not often anymore that you have a guy who sticks around with that kind of job in line,” Maddon 
said. “Normally, that guy is moving along to another team by now. The fact that Theo and Jed and all of 
us have seen the value in it makes it a little bit different, too.” 
 
Said Rizzo: “I appreciate what he does because I can’t do what he does.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Yu Darvish set to throw off mound Tuesday — but return could be weeks away 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Yu Darvish’s rehabilitation from right triceps tendinitis has advanced to the stage where he’s scheduled 
to pitch off a mound Tuesday at Miller Park for the first time since pitching in his last game on May 20. 
 
The Cubs might not have a finish line for Darvish’s rehab, but his bullpen session could help shape a 
realistic target date for his return to the rotation. 
 
“We’ll see how well it goes, how it feels,” manager Joe Maddon said. “The next day is what really 
matters.” 
 
Because of the long layoff, the Cubs will continue to be deliberate in monitoring Darvish’s recovery. 
Darvish didn’t throw for nearly 10 days after he was scratched from a start on May 27, and he will need 
to build arm strength before he embarks on a minor-league rehabilitation assignment. 
 
Those factors raise the question as to whether he will return before the All-Star break. 
 
Reliever Carl Edwards Jr. is scheduled to play catch Tuesday for the first time since being placed on the 
10-day disabled list on May 30 because of right shoulder inflammation. 
 
Iowa-Chicago shuttle: Anthony Bass became the sixth reliever promoted from Triple-A Iowa to join the 
Cubs with the club needing another fresh arm after Cory Mazzoni threw two innings Sunday and was 
sent down. 
 
Maddon hasn’t hesitated to use recently called up relievers and many have succeeded only to return to 
Iowa because of the need for a fresh arm. 
 
“The pitchers chosen in the offseason to ride that train between here and Triple-A have done very well, 
and there’s a lot more to choose from than there was last year,” Maddon said. 
 
Dillon Maples could get a promotion in the future. Maples, 26, has struck out 13 while walking none and 
allowing two hits in his last six innings for Iowa. 
 



 

Bass, 30, had a 2.28 ERA and three saves in 18 games with Iowa, including a 1.46 ERA in his last 10 
games. Bass has pitched in 131 games for the Padres (2011-13), Astros (2014) and Rangers (2015, 2017), 
as well as the 2016 season with the Hokkaido Nippon Ham-Fighters of Nippon Professional Baseball. 
 
To make room for Bass on the 40-man roster, reliever Eddie Butler (right groin strain) was transferred 
from the 10-day DL to the 60-day DL. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Joe Maddon's relative to sign with rival Brewers 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon expressed some amusement Monday that relative Joe Baran was drafted 
and likely will sign with the rival Brewers. 
 
“It’s OK,” Maddon said before Monday’s game against the Brewers. “We had a chance. It’s OK.” 
 
Baran’s father, Joe Sr., is Maddon’s first cousin, but Maddon downplayed any involvement in his relation 
being drafted. 
 
“He did it on his own,” Maddon said. 
 
Joe Baran finished his sophomore year at Lackawanna Junior College in Scranton, Pa., and was destined 
to attend Penn State until the Brewers drafted him. Baran started his college career at SUNY-Stony 
Brook, where All-Star Joe Nathan played shortstop before the Giants converted him to a pitcher in the 
late 1990s. 
 
Maddon’s scouting report on his relative includes a 90 mph fastball, effective curve and changeup. 
Maddon said he asked scouts to provide reports in the month leading up to the draft. 
 
Baran will report to short-season Helena, which stoked some brain cells with Maddon, who managed in 
the Pioneer League with Idaho Falls in 1981. 
 
“That league has tremendous bus rides — beautiful and long,” Maddon said. 
 
Maddon said he stayed in touch with Baran frequently, advising him to “be yourself. Be quiet. Do your 
job.” 
 
“I want him to remain humble and let him speak for himself,” Maddon said. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
‘No tight butts’ as Cubs rally to beat Brewers in 11 for NL Central lead 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MILWAUKEE – If the Cubs could experience winter in April, why not October in June? 
 



 

With more than a month to go before the All-Star break, the Cubs are in the kind of stretch that could 
set a tone for the rest of their season, if not the National League Central race – never mind the chance 
to take over sole possession of first place for the first time since April. 
 
“It feels good. It’s fun playing here,” said Cubs first baseman Anthony Rizzo, whose first-pitch homer 
opened the Cubs’ five-run 11th inning in a 7-2 victory over the Brewers that put the Cubs in first place by 
a half-game with 99 to play. 
 
“They have a good team. The fans are into it; they’re engaged,” Rizzo added of a surprisingly electric 
atmosphere for a Monday night in June in Milwaukee. “You’ve got the Cubs fans and the Brewers fans 
going at it all game. These are tough games. We know they’re tough games. It’s just which way the ball’s 
going to fall. For us, fortunately, this year, they’ve fallen our way.” 
 
The Cubs’ eighth victory in nine games against the Brewers this season was also the Cubs’ 12th in 15 
games overall – that surge making up 5½ games on the Brewers and giving the Cubs the best record in 
the National League. 
 
Despite the 8-1 dominance first glance, most of the teams’ meetings this year have been as tightly 
contested as this one. Even in the Cubs’ victories, the Brewers have held the Cubs to three or fewer runs 
in five of those eight. 
 
As much as anything, that might speak to the Cubs’ huge advantage over the Brewers in big-stage games 
and moments over the past three-plus seasons. The Cubs’ three consecutive playoff appearances 
include the last two NL Central titles, 19 postseason victories and five postseason rounds won out of 
seven. 
 
“Our guys are loose cannons in the dugout. There are no tight butts,” manager Joe Maddon said. “It’s 
kind of interesting to listen to the conversation, even in a tight game. They’re in the present tense, and 
that’s all I could ask for. There’s no tight butts.” 
 
Rizzo, who pulled out a lighter colored bat modeled after the one h used in 2013 for the late innings, 
agreed with the big-game calm. 
 
“I don’t think there’s ever any sense of panic with whatever happens,” he said. “They have a guy that’s 
unhittable [Josh Hader] come into the game and we somehow scratch a run off of him [in the eighth to 
tie] and no one’s fazed.” 
 
And this was just the first of three in Milwaukee against the team that won 18 of 28 entering the series, 
with three more to follow for the Cubs against the rival Cardinals in St. Louis – culminating with a 
nationally televised Sunday night game. 
 
Hostile environments? 
 
“We love going to places where we’re not liked,” said Albert Almora Jr., who drove in the Cubs’ first run 
with a two-out single in the fifth and one of the 11th-inning runs with another two-out hit. “It brings the 
best out of us.” 
 
It looked like it brought out the best of both teams. Ryan Braun even seemed to take it personally in left 
field — diving to rob Rizzo of a hit leading off the fourth and leaping at the wall to rob Willson Contreras 
of extra bases in the sixth. 
 



 

Did the Brewers come into the series with chips on their shoulders? 
 
“If I were them, for sure,” shortstop Addison Russell said. “We are who we are. There’s no hiding that. 
They play their style of baseball, and we play ours.” 
 
They’ve played so well the last 2½ weeks that ace Jon Lester compared it to how the Cubs played during 
their wire-to-wire championship season in 2016. 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon said before the game he likes what he’s seeing – especially defensively – but 
is looking for just two more developments from this year’s team. 
 
“I’m waiting on a more consistent method scoring runs, when we get runners in scoring position,” he 
said. “And then really getting the starting pitching leveled out.” 
 
No problem on either front on this night. 
 
Cubs starter Jose Quintana, who already had beaten the Brewers twice this season and was 4-1 with a 
0.63 ERA in six career starts against them, allowed only four hits in six innings Monday. 
 
The only problem: Two of the hits were home runs, by Erik Kratz leading off the third and by Jonathan 
Villar with one out in the fifth. He retired all seven he faced in between and of 16 of the other 19 he 
faced overall. Katz’s homer snapped Quintana’s 26-inning scoreless streak against the Brewers. 
 
He trailed 2-1 as he handed the game to his bullpen. 
 
As for hitting with men in scoring position, the Cubs didn’t press much for most of the game, if only 
because they didn’t have much opportunity until the eighth. 
 
They had men in scoring position just twice through seven innings. 
 
They were 4-for-6 after that. 
 
After Rizzo’s homer in the 11th, Brewers reliever Matt Albers got two quick outs before the Cubs rallied 
for four more when the next five Cubs reached on a Javy Baez walk, Russell HBP, Ben Zobrist RBI single, 
Almora RBI single and Jason Heyward two-run double. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Yu closer? Cubs’ Darvish to throw first bullpen session since triceps injury 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MILWAUKEE — The first major step in Yu Darvish’s return from a triceps injury could come Tuesday in 
Milwaukee, when the megabucks right-hander is expected to throw from a mound for the first time 
since going on the disabled list three weeks ago. 
 
He has been playing catch on flat ground for more than a week and had one more of those sessions 
scheduled Monday before heading to Milwaukee, manager Joe Maddon said. 
 



 

Darvish, the centerpiece of the Cubs’ offseason, has had a disappointing start since signing a six-year, 
$126 million deal in February. The four-time All-Star is 1-3 with a 4.95 ERA and 1.43 WHIP and has 
pitched out of the fifth inning just three times in eight starts. 
 
He hasn’t pitched since May 20 after going on the 10-day DL for the second time in May. The first time 
was for the flu. 
 
Depending on how he fares Tuesday, a timeline for a return could start to develop. Maddon said over 
the weekend he wasn’t sure if Darvish, who will need a minor-league rehab assignment, would be ready 
to return before the All-Star break in mid-July. 
 
 “We’ll see how well it goes [Tuesday] and see how he feels,” Maddon said. “It’s not even about 
[Tuesday]. It’s how you feel the next day that really matters.” 
 
Through Sunday, the Cubs were 11-4 since putting Darvish on the DL, with his replacement in the 
rotation, Mike Montgomery, going 2-0 in three starts while allowing just two runs in 17‰ innings (1.02 
ERA). 
 
Edwards progress 
 
Cubs setup ace Carl Edwards Jr. is expected to start playing catch Tuesday, the first time he has been 
allowed to throw since shoulder soreness landed him on the DL more than two weeks ago. 
 
Edwards has been pain-free for about a week while being limited to strengthening exercises. 
 
“But he’s been feeling really good,” Maddon said. “Once we get this rolling, being a relief pitcher, it 
doesn’t take as long to get him back up here.” 
 
Riding the A train 
 
One of the reasons the Cubs have survived, even thrived, without Edwards and with Montgomery in the 
rotation is the success of a taxi squad of relievers acquired in the last 13 months as minor-leaguers or 
waiver claims. 
 
Luke Farrell, Randy Rosario, Justin Hancock and Cory Mazzoni have combined for 42 innings over 30 
appearances, going 5-2 with a 2.14 ERA and 43 strikeouts. 
 
“One of the bigger differences this year is the other pitchers that have been chosen in the offseason to 
ride that train between here and [Class] AAA [for depth] have done really well,” Maddon said. “And 
there’s a lot more to choose from, too.” 
 
Mazzoni was sent back to Class AAA Iowa on Monday after making two appearances over the weekend 
against the Pirates, including two innings (43 pitches) Sunday. 
 
Right-hander Anthony Bass, who signed as a minor-league free agent in December, shuttled in from 
Iowa on Monday to take his place. 
 
Eddie Butler (groin) was transferred to the 60-day DL to make room on the 40-man roster for Bass. 
 
-- 
 



 

Chicago Sun-Times 
Wrigley Field is ‘near lock’ to host bowl game in 2020: report 
By Madeline Kenney 
 
There’s a good chance Wrigley Field could host two college football games during the 2020 season. 
 
Northwestern will host Wisconsin on Nov. 7, 2020, but a new report suggests that discussions are 
ongoing for Wrigley to play host to a bowl game, too. 
 
The NCAA’s competition committee recommended the addition of three new bowl games for the 2020 
season, which would bring the total number of bowls to a record 43, allowing 66 percent of the 130 FBS 
schools to play in the postseason, according to Brett McMurphy, a college football insider, who has 
worked at ESPN and CBSSports.com. 
 
Wrigley Field along with Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, are “near locks” to be hosts in 2020, McMurphy 
said. 
 
The Chicago bowl will match a Big Ten team against an ACC opponent, according to McMurphy, who 
said that the Big Ten is expected to cut ties with the San Francisco Bowl after 2019. 
 
Cubs president of business operations Crane Kenney recently said that Chicago is an ideal destination for 
a bowl game. 
 
“If New York is a good place for a bowl game, why isn’t Chicago a great place?” Kenney said. “And 
obviously a storied venue adds to it.” 
 
Kenney previously had said that the Cubs were in “conversations with a number of conferences” about 
hosting a bowl game in 2020. 
 
Northwestern athletic director Jim Phillips and coach Pat Fitzgerald believe that Wrigley Field is a good 
fit for a bowl. 
 
“I absolutely could see a bowl game here,” Phillips said. 
 
“As a Chicagoan, I will tell you this,” Fitzgerald said, “If they can play at Yankee Stadium [for the Pinstripe 
Bowl], they can play one here without a doubt.” 
 
Wrigley Field was the home to the Bears from 1921 to 1970 before the team relocated to Soldier Field. 
 
Northwestern’s last game at Wrigley — in 2010 against Illinois — was memorable because both teams’ 
offenses were forced to drive in one direction because the entire football configuration couldn’t entirely 
fit within the existing field dimensions. 
 
But Kenney promises that Wrigley’s renovations allow for a full football field. The top of the Cubs’ 
dugout can be removed and covered with a platform. Also, the first four rows on the west side of the 
stadium are on a temporary platform and can be removed. 
 
The NCAA competition committee’s recommendations are expected to be approved Tuesday by the 
NCAA’s Football Oversight Committee, McMurphy said. 
 
-- 



 

 
Daily Herald 
La Stella a big hit in role with Chicago Cubs 
By Sean Hammond 
 
About the fourth inning, Tommy La Stella will start moving, getting loose, taking swings. He often 
watches video of the pitcher he might face. 
 
The 29-year-old New Jersey native has been invaluable coming off the bench for Cubs manager Joe 
Maddon this season. 
 
La Stella is leading the major leagues in pinch hits with 12 in 32 at bats through Sunday. He's hitting .375 
in pinch-hit situations with 5 walks, 2 doubles, 7 RBI and a .459 on-base percentage. 
 
"I love it," La Stella said. "It's a different type of challenge, one that I've really enjoyed working on trying 
to improve on over the last few years. This team is so talented. All of our guys that play need to play. 
They need to be out there. These are the best players in the game. I'm happy to be here and contribute 
in any capacity." 
 
As a team, the Cubs are third in baseball with 25 pinch hits, behind the Los Angeles Dodgers (31) and 
San Francisco Giants (27). Not surprisingly, the top 14 teams in pinch hits are all in the National League, 
where there is no designated hitter. 
 
La Stella's teammates certainly have taken notice of his success in the role. 
 
"It's unbelievable," Albert Almora Jr. said. "The numbers speak for themselves. What goes on behind the 
scenes is really special. The way he prepares throughout the game. I've learned from him since I came 
up. Just routine-wise and what he has to do to lock himself in." 
 
La Stella has found success by keeping his approach as simple as possible. 
 
"I just want to focus on what I do well, simplify that as best I can, and repeat it as many times as I can 
without getting too caught up in the result," La Stella said. 
 
Outfielder Jason Heyward said other players can learn from La Stella's approach. 
 
"It starts with when he gets here early in the day and prepares, video, all that stuff, he has his routine," 
Heyward said. "Just trust your process every day. It's kind of the same thing when you talk about playing 
every day: Trust your process. 
 
"As far as pinch hitting, you get fewer chances. You kind of get the day to yourself instead of having to 
get ready for the start." 
 
La Stella saw a career-high 360 plate appearances as a rookie in 2014 with the Atlanta Braves. He came 
to the Cubs in a November 2014 trade for Arodys Vizcaino. 
 
La Stella's Cubs career-high 169 plate appearances came in 2016, when he hit .270. Last season he hit a 
career-best .288 in 151 plate appearances. Overall this season, including his occasional starts, he's 
hitting .329 with 12 RBI. 
 



 

"This balancing act when we have this many guys that are deserving of playing more consistently, it's 
hard," Maddon said. 
 
La Stella earned the nickname "3 a.m." from Maddon in spring training 2016, when Maddon told the 
media that La Stella could wake up at 3 a.m. and hit any pitcher. 
 
In a way, that's what La Stella does as a pinch hitter. But the work that goes into those plate 
appearances -- whether at 3 a.m. or midafternoon of a day game -- isn't seen on the TV broadcast. 
 
"You come off the bench and you get one at-bat, but that one at-bat will either haunt you or praise you 
for a little bit because you don't know if you're going to get another one the next day," Almora said. "He 
does such a good job of just creating a good at bat. That's all you can really ask for." 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
‘There are no tight butts.’ Cubs show their big-game experience matters 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
MILWAUKEE — If this is supposed to be a huge rivalry, the Cubs didn’t get the memo. Ever since his first 
press conference at The Cubby Bear, Joe Maddon has consistently preached the importance of playing 
the same game, whether it’s April, June or October. There are enough guys in the room who already 
played in November and experienced one of the greatest games ever. On Monday afternoon, they stood 
at their lockers on one side of Miller Park’s visiting clubhouse and listened to made-for-TV questions 
about the Milwaukee Brewers. 
 
“It’s big because we got a game today and that’s what we do,” right fielder Jason Heyward said. “That’s 
it.” 
 
“We are who we are,” shortstop Addison Russell said. “There’s no hiding that. They play their style of 
baseball and we play ours. We’ll see where we’re at.” 
 
“You see it on Twitter,” center fielder Albert Almora Jr. said. “You don’t really think about it.” 
 
Heyward gave The Rain Delay Speech that made his $184 million contract worth it. Period. Russell 
notched six RBIs in a World Series elimination game. Almora scored the go-ahead run in Game 7 in 
Cleveland. The Cubs will always have 2016. The Brewers will have to come and get it. 
 
What became clear across this game that lasted 3 hours and 54 minutes and ended at 11:05 Monday 
night is how much that experience matters. The Cubs outlasted super-reliever Josh Hader and exploded 
for five runs in the 11th inning of a 7-2 win that highlighted their resiliency and pitch-to-pitch focus. The 
victory vaulted the Cubs back into first place in the National League Central and continued their 
dominance of a Milwaukee team that still appears to be learning how to handle those pressure 
situations. 
 
“Our guys are like loose cannons in the dugout,” Maddon said. “There are no tight butts. It’s kind of 
interesting to listen to the conversation, even in a tight game. They’re in the present tense and that’s all 
I can ask for.” 
 
The Brewers are now 39-27 overall but only 1-8 against the Cubs this season — and even that took a 
one-run, walk-off win in early April. 



 

 
The Brewers didn’t trade for José Quintana last summer or sign Jake Arrieta or Yu Darvish this winter — 
instead building out their everyday lineup with outfielders like Lorenzo Cain and Christian Yelich — and 
that offense has scored two runs or fewer eight times against Cubs pitching this year. 
 
Until Monday night, Milwaukee had been 21-0 this year in games in which Hader pitches. 
 
“I don’t think there’s ever any sense of panic with whatever happens,” first baseman Anthony Rizzo said. 
“They have a guy that’s unhittable come in the game and we somehow scratch a run off of him and no 
one’s fazed. Just grind at-bats out. It’s an organization-wide mentality of not giving up and we do a good 
job with it.” 
 
Hader, the long-haired, tattooed lefty with video-game stuff, came into the game with 70 strikeouts in 
35 1/3 innings while holding opponents to a .088 batting average (10-for-113) and having the potential 
to revolutionize the way teams think about bullpens. 
 
Handed a 2-1 lead, Hader cruised through the seventh inning before pinch-hitter Ben Zobrist worked a 
five-pitch walk to lead off the eighth. The 2016 World Series MVP then tagged up on a fly ball to center 
field, though Zobrist would have been an easy out if second baseman Jonathan Villar handled the throw 
from Cain, the kind of mistake that the Cubs pounce on. 
 
Heyward — who has a .556 OPS against left-handed pitchers this season but seems to be coming out of 
an offensive spiral that lasted for years — lined Hader’s 95-mph fastball into right field for the game-
tying RBI single that scored Zobrist from second base. 
 
“It’s what we’re capable of,” Heyward said. “It’s nice to see us just be patient and not let the moment 
get too big. We’re having fun out there.” 
 
The Cubs genuinely try to think in these keep-it-simple terms and maintain an even-keel attitude while 
everyone else around them is going crazy. But intentional or not, it also sounds a little bit like trolling 
when they downplay these games against the Brewers and remind you it’s only June. 
 
The Cubs (38-25) got another quality start from Quintana, who owns Milwaukee in seven career starts 
(4-1, 0.92 ERA). Cubs pitchers faced 40 Milwaukee hitters and gave up only two walks. Randy Rosario — 
a lefty reliever claimed off waivers from the Minnesota Twins last November — went six up, six down to 
earn the win. The defense didn’t commit an error across 11 innings. 
 
The Cubs stayed in the picture until Rizzo launched the first pitch he saw against Matt Albers, leading off 
the 11th inning with a home run that soared out toward the right-field foul pole and demoralized the 
Brewers. The Cubs scored their next four runs with two outs — Javier Báez (who else?) grinding out a 
walk, Russell getting hit by a pitch and three straight hits from Zobrist, Almora and Heyward. The 
remaining Cubs fans from the crowd of 37,578 roared — the jerseys in the stands ranged from Santo to 
Sandberg to Grace to Arrieta to Zobrist to Bryant to Rizzo. 
 
“It’s fun playing here,” Rizzo said. “They have a good team. The fans are into it. They’re engaged. You 
got the Cubs fans and the Brewers fans going at it all game. These are tough games. We know they’re 
tough games. It’s which way is the ball going to fall. And for us, fortunately this year, they’ve fallen our 
way.” 
 
-- 
 



 

The Athletic 
Sharma’s state of the team: Where the Cubs sit as they enter a critical week 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
Some days, like Saturday, the Cubs remind everyone what they can be. They look like their 2016 selves 
and admit as much. Other times, like Sunday, they look like the team that sleep-walked through the first 
half of the 2017 season. 
 
A weekend like that is why we should stop comparing the 2018 Cubs to past versions and just 
understand that this season’s story will tell itself as it goes. 
 
If Sunday’s loss felt familiar, that’s because it was. Every good team loses games by not playing up to its 
potential. Just like when the Cubs lost to the White Sox four Sundays ago, this 7-1 loss to the Pittsburgh 
Pirates left a bitter taste in their mouths after what was a very solid 4-2 homestand following a 6-1 road 
trip. A nice 13-game run that has the Cubs on the precipice of first place going into an NL Central 
showdown in Milwaukee doesn’t mean there aren’t flaws to discuss. 
 
Most of the discussion after the game was about Joe Maddon’s decision to pull Kyle Hendricks for a 
pinch hitter in the fifth inning. Hendricks had only allowed one run, a solo shot to start the game, but he 
was already at 87 pitches. Essentially, the complaint for pulling Hendricks boils down to the fact that he 
was pitching well and certainly was capable of working one more inning. It’s also probably a bit of 
hindsight as Brian Duensing and Luke Farrell combined to allow five runs in the sixth inning. 
 
Early exits for the starters is a recurring issue with Maddon (the starters are averaging 5.4 innings per 
start, 18th in baseball), who has been accused of having a quick hook while also suggesting he’d like to 
see his pitchers go deeper into games. 
 
The issues in this particular instance are many. Maddon pulled Hendricks because his offense had scored 
no runs to that point and his spot in the order had come up with no outs and men on first and second. If 
the team is up a run or two, I think Maddon lets Hendricks bunt there and tries to tack on another run. 
But the offense was almost non-existent Sunday. 
 
But let’s say Maddon keeps Hendricks in there and bunts with him. First of all, you’re playing for one run 
and keeping a great pinch-hitter in Tommy La Stella on the bench, all to get what’s likely one more 
inning, at most, from Hendricks. That doesn’t seem like sound reasoning. Maddon probably should try to 
push his starters more — I felt that way on Wednesday with José Quintana, but I could even understand 
that move as nearly every single number backed up the decision. 
 
The other aspect is this: Say Hendricks bunts successfully, then you’re leaving it up to Javy Báez to drive 
in those runs. Yes, Báez is second in the National League with 47 RBIs, but I’m not sure he’s the guy 
you’d trust to make contact at that moment. After Sunday, Báez is in the midst of an 0-for-18 slump with 
seven strikeouts. 
 
That’s not a completely crazy strikeout rate for a short span, but the bottom line is he’s in a major slump 
right now and consistently has contact issues. And did you see the at-bat he put together after La 
Stella’s double play? 
 
Báez had to check his swing to actually take that ball inside. Pirates starter Ivan Nova clearly felt no need 
to throw Báez a strike, trusting he could get him out regardless, and Báez obliged. Now, we don’t know 
whether that’s how Nova would have approached Báez had the situation been different, but we do 
know Báez is out of sorts. On Sunday, he saw 16 pitches in four plate appearances. Only four of those 



 

were in the zone, and only one really over the heart of the plate (which he put in play and reached on an 
error). Of the 12 pitches he saw out of the zone, he swung at eight of them. He also managed to take 
two strikes. 
 
“The hits are going to come,” Báez recently said. “I’m struggling right now. Like I say all the time, I’m just 
trying too much. Once I slow down and let the game come to me, it’s going to be fine.” 
 
We’ve seen Báez in slumps like these and he himself is quite aware of it. He’ll get hot again, but I have a 
hard time blaming Maddon for this decision. 
 
What hurt was that Maddon had to once again go to a tiring bullpen and rely on Farrell to get out of a 
huge jam created by a suddenly struggling Duensing, who has given up nine earned runs all season, eight 
of which have come in his last 3 1/3 innings. But these issues for Duensing aren’t completely out of the 
blue. 
 
That’s what I tweeted when Duensing came into the game Thursday against the Phillies. He ended up 
working an inning and giving up two runs (one earned) on two hits. On Sunday he didn’t look much 
better. Yes, he got squeezed a bit, but those were all pretty borderline pitches. The bigger issue is that 
Duensing has a strikeout rate equal to his walk rate, a quite poor 14.4 percent. He’s not getting many 
ground balls to make up for that and the last couple outings it’s caught up to him. 
 
Duensing does have a swinging-strike rate (10 percent) close to what he’s had in previous seasons, 
suggesting more whiffs will come. He also gives up a lot of soft contact and little hard contact. Maddon 
should continue to try and get Duensing back on track — it really is one of Maddon’s best qualities, 
trusting his players and building their confidence during rough moments in the regular season — but 
right now, Duensing may be falling behind Randy Rosario on the lefty reliever depth chart. 
 
The pitching staff has a 3.21 ERA, second-best in baseball behind the Houston Astros’ 2.93. But Cubs 
pitchers lead all of baseball with an 11.3 percent walk rate and they’re striking out just 22.9 percent, 
which is middle of the pack. 
 
The Cubs need Tyler Chatwood to find the strike zone much more often. If you remove his unacceptable 
20.7 percent walk rate, the Cubs, as a staff, drop to third in baseball with a 10.1 percent walk rate. 
That’s still bad, but obviously Chatwood is skewing this to an extreme. And for those pining for Mike 
Montgomery to stay in the rotation in Chatwood’s stead, just keep waiting. We have zero timetable on 
Yu Darvish’s return, so Montgomery’s not going anywhere and neither is Chatwood for at least a couple 
more weeks. 
 
Darvish being healthy and effective would go a long way in rectifying some of these issues. When he was 
signed to start the spring, there was a lot of talk about it helping the defense because there would be 
fewer balls in play due to Darvish’s elite swing-and-miss abilities. He leads the starters with a 27.2 
percent strikeout rate, but the reality is the Cubs’ defense right now, which leads baseball with a .738 
defensive efficiency, is keeping the staff’s BABIP to a league-best .262. The defense is getting help from 
the pitchers, who are allowing a 19.9 percent soft-contact rate, fourth-best in baseball. 
 
The defense looks stout this season, so perhaps this is partially sustainable. But the walks have to drop, 
Darvish and Carl Edwards Jr. need to get healthy and be effective as soon as possible, and the rest of the 
starting staff needs to start missing more bats. Montgomery is highly effective because of his great 62.3 
percent ground-ball rate as a starter, but in that role he’s only striking out 15.2 percent of the batters 
he’s faced. Hendricks is striking out just 19.4 percent of the batters he’s faced this year, his lowest since 
he struck out just 14.6 percent in his rookie campaign. Both he and Montgomery rely on weak contact 



 

and barely walk anyone, so it won’t often lead to disaster, but you’d like to see both those strikeout 
rates tick up just to feel a little more secure that this staff can continue to suppress runs at this clip. 
 
Sunday’s loss isn’t on the pitching so much. If the hitters had shown up this weekend, that was likely a 
sweep of the Pirates. It’s one series — one loss — so it’s no reason to overreact. But there are some 
questions that need to be resolved. 
 
I wrote about Kris Bryant’s “slump” the other day and it’s not like he’s not productive. But there are 
some issues here. We know Bryant isn’t hitting for power like he has in the past and lately, we haven’t 
even seen many of those hard-hit outs deep into the outfield. It’d be hard to deny that he looks a bit out 
of sorts at the plate. 
 
For the season, Bryant has a 116 wRC+ against righties. His overall numbers are elevated by the fact that 
he has an insane 266 wRC+ facing lefties. Those numbers against righties, while not bad, aren’t very 
Bryant-like. Jason Heyward, who is having a nice bounce-back year, has a 125 wRC+ against righties. 
 
Bryant won’t be a bad player if he continues to play like this, but he’s not hitting like an MVP. Even he 
admits he’s not living up to his personal standards. 
 
Bryant isn’t alone in his power outage. Willson Contreras’ 125 wRC+ is perfectly acceptable, but he has 
just four home runs, three of them coming in two games against a feeble White Sox pitching staff. Since 
then, he’s slashed .280/.402/.347. Anyone would be thrilled with the first two numbers in that slash line, 
but he has four extra-base hits in his last 93 plate appearances. A .067 ISO during that span is just jarring 
for Contreras. 
 
Since that week when the Cubs cleaned up against the Miami Marlins and White Sox, they have a .141 
ISO, 23rd in baseball. This team was built around offense, a slugging group that was expected to mature 
this season into a combination of power, patience and a skillset that would allow them to use the whole 
field and put the ball in play when the situation dictated it. They’re doing nearly all of those things, but 
in an era where power is at an all-time high, the Cubs are suddenly lacking in it. 
 
While Anthony Rizzo is finally finding his stroke, it seems others are just falling off a cliff. Rizzo has now 
passed Báez in wRC+ (109 to 106). Ian Happ has a .469 OPS in his last 15 games. Addison Russell has two 
extra-base hits in his last 17 games and while he’s being productive at times, he’s proving that he is who 
he is: a streaky hitter who’ll end the season with a wRC+ around 95. 
 
The Cubs can survive with Russell performing just below league average. They just need everyone else 
to perform up to their capabilities, especially Bryant and Contreras. 
 
But that doesn’t mean it’s time to panic. That’d be a rather silly reaction after an 11-3 run that has the 
Cubs 12 games over .500 and just 1/2 game back of the Brewers going into Monday’s game. The reality 
is, the Cubs are starting to look like the team to beat in the National League. 
 
The Washington Nationals are ultra-talented, but also dealing with so many injuries it’s hard to know 
where they stand. The rest of the NL East is bad (the Mets and Marlins) or unproven (Atlanta and 
Philadelphia). The Dodgers, whom the Cubs see next week at Wrigley Field, are fighting hard to get back 
to their level of play, but they’re dealing with their own injuries and bouts of ineffectiveness. 
 
The Central will hardly be a cake-walk for the Cubs, but the Brewers starters are a big question mark so 
far. Chase Anderson has a 4.57 ERA, a terrible 15.9 percent strikeout rate and just looks nothing like the 



 

breakout starter he was last season. Jimmy Nelson is going to be coming back from a shoulder injury 
soon, which will be a boost, but it’s hard to know how effective he’ll be. 
 
St. Louis, where the Cubs travel after a series in Milwaukee, looks solid, and some of its hitters, like 
Marcell Ozuna (1.014 OPS in his last 19 games) and Matt Carpenter (.986 OPS in his last 25 games), seem 
to be waking up. But they just lost Alex Reyes once again and their bullpen is a huge question mark. 
 
Even with all the questions facing the Cubs, they sit a game away from first place and the best record in 
the NL. And they haven’t come close to playing their best baseball yet. A week with six games against 
the Brewers and Cardinals would be a good time to start. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Rizzo's HR sparks 5-run 11th to put Cubs in 1st 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MILWAUKEE -- Cubs manager Joe Maddon tried to downplay the start of a three-game series against the 
Brewers, saying it was just another Monday in June. Instead, it felt a little like October baseball. 
 
Jason Heyward hit a game-tying RBI single off Josh Hader in the eighth inning and Anthony Rizzo 
smacked a game-winning leadoff homer to spark a five-run 11th and lift the Cubs to a 7-2 victory over 
the Brewers at Miller Park. With the win, the Cubs moved into first place in the National League Central 
for the first time since May 1. They lead Milwaukee by a half-game. 
 
Maybe it's because they've played in the postseason in the last three years, but the Cubs don't panic 
when they trail late in the game. 
 
"Our guys are loose cannons in the dugout," Maddon said. "There are no tight butts. It's interesting to 
listen to the conversation even in a tight game. They're in the present tense, and that's all I can ask for." 
 
With the game tied at 2 in the 11th, Rizzo launched the first pitch from Matt Albers 410 feet into the 
right-field bleachers for his 11th home run. He now has driven in a run in each of his last eight games 
and has 23 RBIs in his last 22 games. This was his fourth career extra-inning home run. 
 
Rizzo's home run was well struck, recording an exit velocity of 110.7 mph, and is his fourth-hardest 
home run since Statcast™ began tracking in 2015. It's also his hardest hit home run since April 20, 2016. 
He had fouled a ball that same direction into the upper deck in the eighth, but Statcast™ didn't get a 
reading on it. 
 
"As soon as it left the bat [in the eighth], you knew it was hooking foul," Maddon said, "and that one [in 
the 11th], you knew did not have enough hook to go foul and it would be a homer." 
 
Ben Zobrist and Albert Almora Jr. each added RBI singles, and Heyward hit a two-run double in the 11th 
to give Randy Rosario the win after two perfect innings of relief. Chicago is now 8-1 against Milwaukee 
this season. 
 
"It's fun playing here," Rizzo said. "They're a good team. The fans are into it. They're engaged. You've got 
the Cubs fans and Brewers fans going at it the whole game. These are tough games. We know they're 
tough games. Which way is the ball going to fall? And for us, it's fallen our way." 
 



 

Scoring against Hader may have been the key. The Brewers were 21-0 before Monday when the lefty 
pitched this season. 
 
"I don't think there's any sense of panic with whatever happens," Rizzo said. "They have a guy who is 
unhittable come in the game and we somehow scratch a run off him and no one is fazed. We're grinding 
at-bats out, and it's an organization-wide mentality of not giving up and we do a good job of that." 
 
Chicago starter Jose Quintana had not given up a home run to any Brewers hitters over 43 career innings 
prior to Monday's start. Twice, the Brewers seemed to figure him out. 
 
Erik Kratz and Jonathan Villar both hit solo homers off Quintana. Kratz ended Quintana's string of 
consecutive scoreless innings against the Brewers at 26 when he led off the third with his third home 
run. Villar connected with one out in the fifth. Quintana, who allowed just the two runs over six 
otherwise strong innings now has given up five earned runs over 49 innings in seven career starts 
against Milwaukee. 
 
"We face these guys a lot, so we know what they're going to do," Quintana said. "I'm really happy we 
took the first game. It's a huge series for us." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Rally time: With the Brewers leading 2-1 in the eighth, pinch-hitter Zobrist led off with a walk against 
Hader. Zobrist then gambled and advanced on Almora's fly ball to center, although he would've been 
out if Villar held onto the relay throw. Heyward singled to right, just the third hit by a left-handed hitter 
this season off Hader -- and a solid one with an exit velocity of 107 mph -- and Zobrist scored the tying 
run. 
 
"It was a great play on his part," Maddon said of Zobrist tagging up. "If they make a clean swipe at it, 
he's probably out. We want him to tag up. When a ball is hit deeply like that and you know a guy is 
camped [under it] and you're at first base, that's when you want to retreat and tag. If there's any doubt 
it might get over his head, you really can't do that. He knew it would be caught and did the right thing. 
 
"He understands the importance of not making an out. Some guys only understand the importance of 
trying to get a hit. He knows not making an out is vital. That's why he's been so good for so long and 
that's why he's still pertinent." 
 
SOUND SMART 
Heyward extended his hitting streak to a season-high six games, and he's batting .370 (10-for-27) in that 
stretch. He's also had some big hits against tough left-handed pitchers, including Hader. 
 
"He's swinging the bat really well," Maddon said. "His setup is entirely different, and with that, he's 
making a better pass at the baseball, and that's it. There's nothing new or different from him. He's just 
setting up better. You see how the ball is coming off the bat. It's snapping and there's no push in his 
swing. That's the difference." 
 
Said Heyward: "I just feel like I'm able to make adjustments on the fly and keep it simple and know I 
don't have to think too much. I know what I'm trying to use, just trying to use my hands. After that, 
you're able to focus on who you're facing on the mound and that's the thing at the end of the day. Good 
guy or good stuff or not, you've got to try to hit strikes and keep it simple." 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 



 

Brewers left fielder Ryan Braun made a diving, tumbling catch of Rizzo's fly ball in the fourth and then 
deked everyone in Miller Park in the sixth when he robbed Willson Contreras of a potential home run 
with a leaping grab at the wall. Braun hid the ball behind him and delayed his trot toward the dugout 
after recording the third out. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"The last two times he's walked, we've won the game. If he could walk a couple more times, maybe we 
could keep that pace up." -- Rizzo, joking about Baez, who drew a walk in the 11th inning. It was Baez's 
eighth walk of the season, and half have been intentional. 
 
"There's a reason they've had the success they've had. They do all the little things well, they don't make 
mistakes. We still have to get better at some of those things I think to consistently play as good of 
baseball as they do, and obviously, they have experience of playing good teams in big situations." -- 
Braun, on the Cubs 
 
UP NEXT 
Tyler Chatwood will start Game 2 of this three-game series at Miller Park on Tuesday at 7:10 p.m. CT. 
The Cubs like what the right-hander is doing, even if the numbers don't look too good. Chatwood has 
walked 56 over 58 1/3 innings this season after issuing seven free passes in his last start against the 
Phillies. It was the eighth time in 12 starts that he'd walked at least five. He had his best outing of the 
season against the Brewers on April 29, giving up two hits and three walks over seven scoreless innings. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs among leaders in first NL ballot update 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MILWAUKEE -- The Cubs' Anthony Rizzo, Willson Contreras, Javier Baez and Kris Bryant all are second at 
their respective positions in the first National League All-Star Game ballot update, released Monday. 
 
Braves first baseman Freddie Freeman is the top vote-getter so far, receiving 633,342 votes. Rizzo, a 
three-time All-Star, has received 248,275 votes for second. 
 
Baez (360,307 votes) is second to Braves second baseman Ozzie Albies (398,816), while Bryant (305,062) 
is second to Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenado (527,683). Contreras (259,427 votes) trails Giants 
catcher Buster Posey (281,331). 
 
Chicago shortstop Addison Russell (210,764 votes) is third among his peers behind the Giants' Brandon 
Crawford (466,021) and the Braves' Dansby Swanson (225,182). Among NL outfielders, the Cubs' Kyle 
Schwarber is seventh (203,299 votes), Ben Zobrist eighth (196,837) and Jason Heyward 10th (175,583). 
The Nationals' Bryce Harper leads all NL outfielders, receiving 498,189 votes 
 
Three Braves outfielders rank among the top six, including Nick Markakis, who is second to Harper; 
Ronald Acuna Jr. at No. 5 and Ender Inciarte at No. 6. 
 
Fans may cast votes for starters at MLB.com and all 30 club sites -- on computers, tablets and 
smartphones -- exclusively online using the 2018 Camping World MLB All-Star Ballot until Thursday, July 
5, at 10:59 p.m. CT. On smartphones and tablets, fans can also access the ballot via the MLB At Bat and 
MLB Ballpark mobile apps. Each fan can vote up to five times in any 24-hour period, for a maximum of 
35 ballots cast. 



 

 
Following the announcement of this year's All-Star starters, reserves and pitchers, fans should return to 
MLB.com and cast their 2018 Camping World MLB All-Star Final Vote for the final player on each 
league's roster. Then on Tuesday, July 17, while watching the 2018 All-Star Game presented by 
Mastercard live on FOX, fans may visit MLB.com to submit their choices for the Ted Williams Most 
Valuable Player Award presented by Chevrolet with the 2018 MLB All-Star Game MVP Vote. 
 
The 89th Midsummer Classic, at Nationals Park in Washington, D.C., will be televised nationally by FOX 
Sports; in Canada by Rogers Sportsnet and RDS; and worldwide by partners in more than 180 countries. 
FOX Deportes will provide Spanish-language coverage in the United States, while ESPN Radio and ESPN 
Radio Deportes will provide exclusive national radio coverage of the All-Star Game. MLB Network, 
MLB.com and SiriusXM also will provide comprehensive All-Star Week coverage. For more information 
about MLB All-Star Week and to purchase tickets, please visit AllStarGame.com and follow @MLB and 
@AllStarGame on social media. 
 
Rizzo has driven in a run in each of his past seven games, a career high and a stretch not matched by a 
Cub since Moises Alou drove in a run in 10 straight games from Aug. 20-29, 2004. Rizzo now has 22 RBIs 
in his last 21 games with an at-bat, and his 45 RBIs this season are tied for fifth in the NL. 
 
Heyward has been on a surge as well. He's hitting .396 with six runs and a .971 OPS in 11 games since 
May 29. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Maddon downplays early-season set vs. Crew 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MILWAUKEE -- While the Cubs and Brewers battle atop the National League Central standings, Chicago 
manager Joe Maddon did his best to keep this week's three-game series at Miller Park in perspective. 
 
"It's Monday. It's Monday in June," Maddon said. "Every game is the biggest game of the year, 
regardless of who you're playing." 
 
The Cubs still have work to do with runners in scoring position and on the mound, Maddon said, if they 
want to repeat as division champs. 
 
"We want to be in first place at the end of the year," Maddon said. "I think the trap with any 
professional team, especially in our league that plays 162 times a year, you go overboard on emphasis. 
It's only going to bite you in the butt. I'd rather we attack this game like any other." 
 
The Cubs ranked 12th in the National League with runners in scoring position entering Monday's game 
in Milwaukee. 
 
"We haven't really achieved the level of success that we're going to in driving in runs with people in 
scoring position," Maddon said. "You know it's going to happen, you know it's going to happen. They 
talk to each other all the time." 
 
Pitcher Jon Lester said he senses a similiar feel this season to 2016 when the Cubs won the World Series. 
 



 

"I like the defense. I'm into the defense," Maddon said. "There's a tightness about the group, a 
closeness. I'm not saying last year wasn't like that, but this group is trending more in the '16 direction in 
regard to interacting. The one thing that would make me extremely pleased or happier is continuing on 
defense. We fed so much off our defense in '16, and we're doing that more recently again." 
 
Worth noting 
• Yu Darvish, on the disabled list because of inflammation in his right triceps, played catch on Monday in 
Chicago. If all goes well, he will throw his first bullpen session since going on the disabled list on Tuesday 
at Miller Park. The Cubs don't expect Darvish to return until after the All-Star break. 
 
Carl Edwards Jr., on the DL since May 30 with inflammation in his right shoulder, was scheduled to play 
catch on Tuesday for the first time since he was sidelined. 
 
• The Cubs added a fresh arm on Monday, calling up right-hander Anthony Bass from Triple-A Iowa and 
optioning reliever Cory Mazzoni. To make room on the 40-man roster, Eddie Butler (groin) was placed 
on the 60-day disabled list. 
 
Bass, 30, is 0-1 with three saves and a 2.28 ERA in 18 relief appearances for Iowa this season. In his last 
10 games since May 6, he has a 1.46 ERA, giving up two earned runs over 12 1/3 innings. Bass has 
pitched in parts of six Major League seasons with the Padres (2011-13), Astros ('14) and Rangers ('15, 
'17). 
 
Mazzoni, 28, was 1-0 with a 1.17 ERA in seven relief outings with the Cubs. 
 
"Cory did a great job, and he's on the train right there," Maddon said. 
 
• Shortstop Addison Russell started on Monday against the Brewers, but he is still bothered by some 
soreness in his left middle finger, which he felt during a swing June 3. 
 
"I'm grinding it out and I'm just happy to be out there on the field," Russell said. "It's nothing I can't 
tolerate." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Supreme Court sides with Cubs on rooftop case 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MILWAUKEE -- The U.S. Supreme Court declined to review a case brought by rooftop owners regarding 
the Cubs' decision to install a video board at Wrigley Field. 
 
Skybox on Sheffield and Lakeview Baseball Club sued the Cubs in 2015, arguing that a right-field video 
board would block the views of the ballpark from their rooftops and violate terms of a 2004 revenue-
sharing agreement. 
 
In September 2015, a federal judge dismissed the case, saying the video board was allowed because the 
agreement allowed "any expansion of Wrigley Field approved by governmental authorities." In 
September, a three-judge panel of the 7th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals upheld the decision to dismiss 
the case. 
 
On Monday, the Cubs issued the following statement: 



 

 
"We are thrilled the Supreme Court of the United States today affirmed the Cubs' right to renovate and 
improve Wrigley Field. In declining to review the case brought by rooftop owners, the Supreme Court let 
stand previous court decisions and upheld the legal position the Cubs have advocated for more than a 
decade. 
 
"The opposition of rooftop owners and local aldermen to Wrigley Field renovations has unfortunately 
cost the team time and energy to refute allegations we understood from the beginning were meritless. 
 
"We thank our fans who stood with us in the process. The Cubs have the greatest fans in baseball and 
we hope to continue to reward their dedication by standing for what we believe is right: winning 
baseball, preserving and improving Wrigley Field and being a good neighbor. While it is unfortunate we 
have to defend challenges like this from those who have benefited from Cubs baseball, we will continue 
to do so and will always put the history, tradition and the future of the team and our fans first." 
 
-- 
 
 


