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Rotation tops D-backs' Spring Training questions 
Third base, catcher also among intriguing spots with camp set to 
begin 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com 
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109581584/rotation-
tops-d-backs-spring-training-questions 
 
Diamondbacks' new TV deal believed to be worth more 
than $1 billion 
By Nick Piecoro / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2
015/02/18/diamondbacks-new-tv-deal-believed-to-be-worth-
more-than-1-billion/23651245/ 
 
Arizona Diamondbacks' soft-tossing Collmenter slowly 
gaining acceptance 
By Nick Piecoro / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2
015/02/18/arizona-diamondbacks-josh-collmenter-
mlb/23638231/ 
 
Pitchers, catchers report for spring training Feb. 19 
By Ana Reynolds / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/inside-12/2015/02/18/12-
news-pitchers-and-catchers-report-for-spring-training-feb-
19/23627981/ 
 
Various articles from The Arizona Republic 
  
Diamondbacks to host Fan Fest from noon to 4 p.m. 
Sunday at Chase Field 
By FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/diamondbacks-fan-
fest-at-chase-field-021815 
 
Diamondbacks must shake the psychology of losing  
By Mark Brown / Examiner.com 
http://www.examiner.com/article/diamondbacks-must-shake-
the-psychology-of-losing 
 
Fitzgerald staying with Cards but Phoenix losing other 
marketable sports stars 
By Mike Sunnucks / Phoenix Business Journal 
http://www.bizjournals.com/phoenix/blog/business/2015/02/
dragic-fitzgerald-taurasi-phoenix-losing-its-
most.html?iana=ind_sports 
 
Photos: Former D-backs pitcher's Phoenix house is a home 
run with a great view 
By Travis Arbon / Phoenix Business Journal 
http://www.bizjournals.com/phoenix/blog/business/2015/02/
photos-former-d-backspitchers-phoenix-house-is-a.html 

 
D-Backs visit little leaguers in Tucson 
By Brent Corrado / KGUN 9 - Tucson 
http://www.jrn.com/kgun9/news/D-Backs-visit-little-leaguers-
in-Tucson-292514391.html 
 
D-Backs donate $76k grant to Tucson JCC 
By Brent Corrado / KGUN 9 - Tucson 
http://www.jrn.com/kgun9/news/D-Backs-donate-76k-grant-
to-Tucson-JCC-292502281.html 
 
Dbacks present seven Tucson little league teams with new 
uniforms 
By Richie Melby / NBC 4 - Tucson 
http://www.kvoa.com/story/28142666/dbacks-present-seven-
tucson-little-league-teams-with-new-uniforms 
 
Diamondbacks give back to Tucson youth 
By Caitlin Schmidt / Arizona Daily Star 
http://tucson.com/sports/baseball/professional/mlb/diamond
backs-give-back-to-tucson-youth/article_b691f313-1e7c-5258-
90ce-20e8af07db3c.html 
 
Diamondbacks say Tucson's JCC is a 'grand slam' 
By Jackie Kent / Tucscon News Now 
http://www.tucsonnewsnow.com/story/28143401/diamondbac
ks-say-tucsons-jcc-is-a-grand-slam 
 

 

The Diamondbacks are signing a billion dollar TV deal 
By Craig Calcaterra / NBCSports.com 
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/19/the-
diamondbacks-are-signing-a-billion-dollar-tv-deal/related/ 
 
Report: Diamondbacks ink $1 billion TV deal  
By Gabrielle McMillen / Sporting News 
http://www.sportingnews.com/mlb/story/2015-02-19/report-
diamondbacks-stays-with-fox-sports-arizona-for-1-billion 
 
MLB injury, news and rumors roundup for Feb. 18 
By Matt Snyder / CBSSports.com 
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/eye-on-
baseball/25073414/mlb-injury-news-and-rumors-roundup-for-
feb-18 
 
D-Backs catcher Tuffy Gosewisch ready to prove doubters 
wrong 
By Michael Hurcomb / CBSSports.com 
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/2507
3080/d-backs-catcher-tuffy-gosewisch-ready-to-prove-doubters-
wrong 
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Report: Diamondbacks agree to new TV deal worth $1 
billion 
By Chris Cwik / CBSSports.com 
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/2507
3335/report-diamondbacks-agree-to-new-tv-deal-worth-1-billion 
 
Diamondbacks: 3 Potential Breakout Candidates to Watch 
in Spring Training 
By Adam Young / Bleacher Report 
http://bleacherreport.com/articles/2364086-diamondbacks-3-
potential-breakout-candidates-to-watch-in-spring-training 
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Rotation tops D-backs' Spring Training questions 
Third base, catcher also among intriguing spots with camp set to 
begin 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com 
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/109581584/rotation-
tops-d-backs-spring-training-questions 
 
PHOENIX -- D-backs pitchers and catchers will report to Salt 
River Fields on Thursday for the first of 45 days of Spring 
Training, and with lots of new faces and competition throughout 
the roster, it's a good bet the team will need just about all of 
those days to settle on the Opening Day roster. 
  
First-year manager Chip Hale will push the competition angle 
hard during the spring. In answer to questions about various 
positions or spots on the pitching staff, Hale typically responds 
with some variation of whoever plays the best will play the most. 
 
Camp should have a different feel to it with chief baseball officer 
Tony La Russa having input into how it will run. Throughout his 
Hall of Fame managerial career, La Russa's teams were known 
for being fundamentally sound, so one can be sure that's going 
to be a big point of emphasis at Salt River Fields. 
  
There will plenty of things to be resolved over the next six 
weeks, but here is a look at three of the biggest ones: 
  
1. What will the rotation look like? 
There are just two locks when it comes to the rotation -- Josh 
Collmenter and Jeremy Hellickson. There will be a battle for the 
remaining three slots and the list of candidates includes Chase 
Anderson, Robbie Ray, Rubby De La Rosa, Allen Watson, 
Andrew Chafin, Trevor Cahill, Vidal Nuno, Daniel Hudson, 
Randall Delgado, Yoan Lopez and Archie Bradley. 
  
The biggest challenge for Hale will be figuring out how to get 
innings for all the starters, so this list may have to get whittled 
down quickly during the first week or so of games. 
 
2. Can Yasmany Tomas be the Opening Day third baseman? 
The D-backs signed Tomas to a six-year $68.5 million contract 
and will give him every opportunity to show that he can play 
third base. Whether he can remains a question as does whether 
he is ready to open the season in the big leagues or will need 
some time in the Minors. 
  
If Tomas can play third, that frees up left field for David Peralta 
or Ender Inciarte. If Tomas struggles at the position it could 
open the door for prospect Jake Lamb to make the roster. 
 
3. How will the catching situation sort itself out? 
The trade of veteran Miguel Montero left the D-backs with a 
void behind the plate. The team loves the way Tuffy Gosewisch 
calls a game and handles a staff, and both of those attributes are 
valued highly by La Russa and first year general manager Dave 
Stewart. Who backs up Gosewisch is in doubt. 
  
The D-backs selected Oscar Hernandez in the Rule 5 Draft in 
December, but he would need to make the jump from Class A. 
Prospect Peter O'Brien probably needs some more time in the 
Minors. The D-backs also have Gerald Laird, Blake Lalli, Jordan 

Pacheco, Matt Pagnozzi and Mark Thomas coming to camp as 
non-roster invitees. 

Diamondbacks' new TV deal believed to be worth more 
than $1 billion 
By Nick Piecoro / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2
015/02/18/diamondbacks-new-tv-deal-believed-to-be-worth-
more-than-1-billion/23651245/ 
 
The Diamondbacks became the latest team to cash in on 
baseball's exploding local television market, agreeing to remain 
with Fox Sports Arizona under a contract that's believed to be 
worth in excess of $1 billion. 
 
Sources would not provide details of the agreement, such as 
specific financial terms or even the length of the contract, but 
there are indications the deal is in line with expectations based 
on previous comments from club officials. 
 
For months, team officials have said the club was discussing 15- 
and 20-year contracts and that a new deal would at least triple 
the annual value of the team's previous agreement, which was set 
to run through this season. 
 
The previous deal is reportedly worth $31 million annually, 
which means even a 15-year deal would be valued at close to 
$1.4 billion if the club takes in three times as much per year. 
 
It's not immediately clear what effect the deal will have on the 
club's player payroll, but it's safe to say it won't mean they'll be 
able to spend as much as the division-rival Dodgers, whose own 
TV deal reportedly nets them an estimated $320 million 
annually. The Diamondbacks are entering spring training with a 
payroll around $92 million. 
 
Nearly a third of major league teams have signed deals worth 
more than $1 billion since the Texas Rangers agreed to a 20-year, 
$1.7 billion deal in 2010. 
 
Local television deals have boomed in value in recent years, with 
baseball's live, summer programming appealing to networks in 
the DVR age. Historically, the Diamondbacks have performed 
well in local ratings, including last year, when they were 
reportedly one of 11 teams to rank No. 1 in prime time against 
other local network competition, according to numbers reported 
by Forbes. 
 
Short hop 
 
The Diamondbacks and outfielder Mark Trumbo went to an 
arbitration hearing on Wednesday in Florida, the club's first 
hearing since 2001. The outcome was not immediately known. 
Trumbo requested $6.9 million with the club offering $5.3 
million. 

Arizona Diamondbacks' soft-tossing Collmenter slowly 
gaining acceptance 
By Nick Piecoro / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/diamondbacks/2
015/02/18/arizona-diamondbacks-josh-collmenter-
mlb/23638231/ 
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For a pitcher without an explosive fastball, the industry-wide 
approval process, with its built-in bias toward velocity, can take 
years. 
 
A soft-tosser can post good results in the minors but won't get 
the benefit of the doubt until he can do the same in the majors. 
And even if he gets outs in the big leagues, the industry will 
often want to see him do it again and again before the results are 
finally accepted at face value. 
 
Right-hander Josh Collmenter, who is approaching full-fledged 
veteran status on the Diamondbacks' pitching staff, is slowly 
working toward achieving true acceptance. But judging from the 
reaction of many to the fact that he could be the club's Opening 
Day starter, it's clear Collmenter still has some convincing to do. 
Not that he's losing any sleep over it. 
 
"I understand I'm different from what everyone expects or 
wants to see," he said, referring to his 87-mph fastball and his 
unorthodox delivery. "But at this point, if you're not going to 
buy in to at least say that I can hold my own here, then you 
probably never will. So at this point it doesn't really matter if 
people are still second-guessing or still wondering how or why or 
if there's some black magic involved in how I'm able to get guys 
out." 
 
Collmenter and the rest of the club's pitchers and catchers report 
to Salt River Fields today for spring training, with the first 
workout set for Friday. 
 
Whatever Collmenter's methods might be for getting outs, 
they've worked — and worked fairly consistently since he broke 
into the big leagues early in the 2011 season. 
 
Among pitchers with at least 500 innings pitched over the past 
four seasons, Collmenter's 114 ERA-plus, a metric available at 
Baseball-Reference that adjusts ERA to league average and 
ballpark, ties him for 25th in the majors. Those with whom he's 
tied or slightly ahead include Jon Lester, Madison Bumgarner 
and Mat Latos, although it's worth noting those three, and most 
of the others on the list, have thrown far more than Collmenter's 
516 innings. 
 
There's no telling how Collmenter would have fared had he 
stuck in the rotation full-time for those four seasons, but given 
the way his career has transpired, he said it makes the chance to 
start on Opening Day all the more meaningful. 
 
Collmenter pitched in relief his first three weeks in the majors in 
2011, but finished the season in the rotation, even winning an 
elimination game in the division series that year. He struggled at 
the start of 2012 and was shifted back to the bullpen, where he 
stayed through 2013. 
 
Moved back to the rotation early last year, he took advantage of 
the opportunity, posting a 3.54 ERA in 28 starts. That success 
has made him one of the few players to enter camp with his job 
assured, although the club has yet to announce the order of the 
rotation. 
 
"It's just nice to not have the speculation, not have to answer 
questions of, 'Are you a starter? Are you a reliever?'" Collmenter 
said. "It's unfortunate how it happened last year with some 

injuries, but I'm glad that I had the opportunity to start all of last 
year. Ultimately that's where I want to be." 
 
Collmenter doesn't fit the mold of the typical frontline starting 
pitcher. He doesn't throw hard. His delivery isn't conventional. 
He often pitches up in the strike zone. And he generally relies on 
just two pitches: a fastball/cutter and a change-up. 
 
"I think there's always going to be some element of reluctance, 
just because I do things in a non-typical way," he said. "You 
have to prove yourself year in and year out in baseball anyway, 
but when you do things the way I do, it's even a little bit more 
so." 
 
Teammate Bronson Arroyo is no stranger to the phenomenon 
of the soft-tosser's gradual acceptance. He pitched parts of four 
seasons in the majors starting in 2000, but he said it wasn't until 
midway through the 2004 season that he finally became a trusted 
commodity. 
 
"In our society, for some reason we're enamored with fast cars 
and things that have power and go fast," said Arroyo, whose 
fastball has averaged about 88 mph in his career. "In a day and 
age when guys are throwing harder and harder and everybody 
talks about power arms, it makes it even more difficult for a guy 
like (Collmenter)." 
 
But Arroyo believes Collmenter is getting close to silencing the 
doubters. 
 
"I think for Collmenter, it'll take a good April and May for 
people to believe it here," Arroyo said. "And if he doesn't have a 
good April and May, it'll take until the end of this season to 
chalk up a good 180, 200 innings, a winning record, sub-4.00 
ERA. Then people will believe it. 
 
"If a guy like that, the sad part about it is, if he goes out and gets 
hammered in April, people tend to make quick judgments on 
guys who don't throw hard. It's a bit unfair." 
 
As it stands, Collmenter is at the front of the rotation, with 
Jeremy Hellickson slotting in behind him. The other three spots 
are up for grabs, with perhaps a dozen or more pitchers 
competing for them. 
 
The rotation doesn't seem to be inspiring much fear, either from 
analysts in the media or scouts and executives with other teams. 
For some, it starts with the fact that a guy who can't crack 90 
mph is pegged to start on April 6. 
 
Collmenter is used to this. But, in his mind, it doesn't change 
what would be an "unbelievable opportunity" should he end up 
getting the start. 
 
"(Having seen) how neat Opening Day is, the spectacle, the 
pageantry, the excitement," he said, "to pitch in front of a 
packed house would be a dream come true." 

Pitchers, catchers report for spring training Feb. 19 
By Ana Reynolds / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/inside-12/2015/02/18/12-
news-pitchers-and-catchers-report-for-spring-training-feb-
19/23627981/ 
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Spring training has been a longtime tradition in Arizona, dating 
back to 1947 when only two teams came to the desert to play 
ball. 
 
Now, 68 years later, 15 teams enter the Valley every spring for a 
month of practice games before the real season begins. 
 
On Feb. 19, pitchers and catchers from each team report to the 
field to begin their training and a few days later, the rest of the 
team follows. Then, two weeks later, the games begin. 
 
Opening day for the Cactus League is March 3 when Cleveland 
takes on Cincinnati, San Francisco faces Oakland and for the 
first time ever, Arizona State University will face the 
Diamondbacks for opening day of spring training at Salt River 
Fields. 
 
Last year, the Diamondbacks organization announced that it 
would be competing against the three Division I schools in the 
state during spring training for the next six years. It will rotate 
between University of Arizona, ASU and Grand Canyon 
University. Next year U of A will get its chance, then GCU and 
the rotation will start over in 2018 with ASU. 
 
Spring training is cherished in the Valley because hundreds come 
from all over the country to watch their hometown team play 
under the warm Arizona sun. It's a happy, fun time and gives 
you the chance to go see all 15 teams, if you want. 
 
The games are also a preview of what's to come during the 
regular season. They even showcase new players to determine if 
they will be on the team for the season, or get cut. 
 
Spring training is definitely something you should attend if you 
live in the Valley; there are games all over. 
 
Our hometown Diamondbacks and the Colorado Rockies play 
at Salt River Fields near Scottsdale. The rest of the teams play at 
9 other fields sprawled across the Valley. 
 
For more information on the fields, the teams and games visit 
cactusleague.com. 

Various articles from The Arizona Republic 
  
(Attached) 

Diamondbacks to host Fan Fest from noon to 4 p.m. 
Sunday at Chase Field 
By FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/diamondbacks-fan-
fest-at-chase-field-021815 
 
PHOENIX -- The Arizona Diamondbacks will host the 11th 
annual Subway D-backs Fan Fest from noon to 4 p.m. on 
Sunday, Feb. 22, at Chase Field. This year's free event will 
feature question-and-answer sessions with D-backs players and a 
special musical performance by D-backs players Bronson 
Arroyo, Aaron Hill, A.J. Pollock and Mark Trumbo. 
  
FOX Sports Arizona will be on hand to conduct auditions for 
2015 Sanderson Ford Kidkaster opportunities. 
  

More than 25,000 fans attended last year's event, and the 
Diamondbacks have expanded the menu of activities for this 
year, including: 
  
--D-backs home clubhouse tours. 
  
--Opportunities to hit in the batting cages and catch fly balls in 
the outfield. 
 --Photo opportunities with D-backs' players. 
  
--The Arizona Diamondbacks Foundation yard sale. 
  
--Wiffle-ball fields featuring D-backs players, coaches and staff 
from the D-backs Baseball Academy. 
  
--A Family Fun Zone featuring speed pitch, T-ball and 
interactive inflatables. 
  
--A kids' activity area featuring face paiting, airbrush tattoos and 
balloon artists. 
  
--Tryout information for national anthem singers, the Rally-
backs, Golden Glovers and D-backs Legends racers. 
 
--D-backs Race Against Cancer registration. 
  
--Goldy Bleacher Creature sales to benefit Goldy's Fund 4 Kids. 
  
--D-backs Team Shop merchandise sales. 
  
--A sports card and memorabilia show. 
  
--@Dbacks social media zone. 
  
--Live music by The Walkens. 
  
--Subway cash cards, loaded with amounts ranging from $1 to 
$100, to the first 3,000 fans. 
  
More than 40 Diamondbacks players are scheduled to attend, as 
well as new manager Chip Hale and his coaching staff, chief 
baseball officer Tony La Russa, general manager Dave Stewart, 
President & CEO Derrick Hall, former players Luis Gonzalez 
and J.J. Putz and FOX Sports Arizona's broadcast team of Steve 
Berthiaume and Bob Brenly. 
  
The Subway Fan Fest stage will feature six different sessions: 
  
12:10 p.m. -- J.J. Putz with Paul Goldschmidt, Aaron Hill and 
A.J. Pollock. 
  
12:30 p.m. -- Rodrigo Lopez and Oscar Soria in Spanish with 
Yasmany Tomas, David Peralta and Ender Inciarte. 
  
1:10 p.m. -- Steve Berthiaume with Jeremy Hellickson, Allen 
Webster and Robbie Ray. 
  
1:25 p.m. -- Berthiaume and Josh Collmenter with minor-league 
pitchers Archie Bradley, Braden Shipley and Aaron Blair. 
  
1:50 p.m. -- A musical performance by Bronson Arroyo, Hill, 
Pollock, and Mark Trumbo. 
  

http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/diamondbacks-fan-fest-at-chase-field-021815
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/diamondbacks-fan-fest-at-chase-field-021815
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2:30 p.m. -- Radio announcer Greg Schulte with Derrick Hall, 
Tony La Russa, Chip Hale and Dave Stewart. 
  
Autograph session vouchers are $5, with proceeds benefiting the 
Arizona Diamondbacks Foundation. There will also be an area 
in right field for kids ages 12 and under to receive free 
autographs from players, coaches and broadcasters. 

Diamondbacks must shake the psychology of losing  
By Mark Brown / Examiner.com 
http://www.examiner.com/article/diamondbacks-must-shake-
the-psychology-of-losing 
 
Here at the advent of spring training, most writers and pundits 
firmly affix blinders and solely examine the variables directly in 
front. 
  
That is, how is the pitching, what about the hitting, how will new 
faces fit on the playing field and in the clubhouse, how will new 
players adopt to a new team culture, and how will players 
respond to direction. 
  
In the case of the Diamondbacks, the same questions and 
scenarios have been demonstrated since the completion of last 
season. Arizona finished with the worst record in baseball and, 
essentially the question remains, can this team recover from a 
disastrous past. 
  
Improvement could then defined in quantifying terms, such as 
success to a particular level which is acceptable to the fans, 
management and the players. 
  
Perhaps the most important dimension of spring training, and 
one overlooked by pundits, deals with the character of the 
Diamondbacks. 
  
Commentators like to tie sports and psychology and relate and 
inter-relate the two. Here, the Diamondbacks, as players and 
management, confront the dimension of losing and how to 
shake its powerful grip. 
  
After capturing the National League West Division in 2011, the 
franchise proceeded to reach no higher than .500 (at 81-81) for 
each of the following two seasons, and then dropped to 64-98 in 
2014, the worst in the majors. That marked three consecutive 
years of non-winning seasons, and prompted Tony La Russa, the 
club’s Chief Baseball Officer, to respond. 
  
“I would be surprised and shocked if we don’t play at least .500 
baseball (in 2015),” he said during the general managers’ meeting 
last November. “We are not a patient bunch.” 
  
Frequently, athletes deal with failure but usually, the syndrome is 
temporary. For the Diamondbacks, this appears to be a trend 
and forecast for the future portends more of the same. 
  
“Sports Psychology 101 is about process, not outcome,” Dr. Ted 
Butryn, an associate Professor of Sport Psychology at San Jose 
State University told Fight Magazine in 2010. “The successful 
guys talk a lot about what they learned from the loss.” 
  
The improvement then is translated from learning into 
implementation. 

  
So often in the past three years, the Diamondbacks’ clubhouse 
was quiet to just above a whisper. The life support monitor over 
there in the corner showed little or no movement and, little 
sense of energy was ditected. 
  
While Martin Prado and Gerardo Parra were considered 
“lightning rods,” and fellow Venezuelan countryman Miguel 
Montero chimed in, that contiguous spirit and energy in the 
clubhouse was lost when Prado and Parra were traded in mid-
season. 
  
In an attempt to improve fortunes, general manager Dave 
Stewart brought in a new core to the starting rotation and other 
personnel changes. The presence of a renew spirit, purpose, 
emotion and drive will be characteristics which determine this 
Diamondbacks character this spring. 
  
Since continued losing is not an option to La Russa, the shaker 
and mover of the baseball side of the franchise, the weeks ahead 
appear critical for the Diamondbacks if they are to pick 
themselves off the mat and regain a hard and competitive spirit. 
  
DIAMONDBACKS TICKETS AVAILABLE 
  
The Diamondbacks announced single game tickets go on sale 
Friday morning, 9 a. m. at the Chase Field box office. 
  
Fans can also purchase tickets on-line at dbackscom/tickets or 
by phone at 602.514.8400. 
  
The price range is $10 to $68. That depends on the day of the 
game and the series opponent. Lower level tickets start at $18 
for bullpen reserve. All-You-Can-Eat seats start at $34 and 
include unlimited access to hot dogs chips, popcorn, peanuts, 
water and Pepsi soft drinks in a special section on the Diamond 
Level. 
  
The Diamondbacks open their championship season against the 
defending World Series champion San Francisco Giants at Chase 
Field on Monday April 6 at 7:10 p.m. 
  
Among several promotions, the Diamondbacks offer Josh 
Collmenter bobble-head night on May 9, Fourth of July 
Fireworks on July 4 and Randy Johnson Hall of Fame bobble 
head on July 25. 
  
For a full list of D-backs promotions and giveaways, visit 
dbacks.com/promos. 

Fitzgerald staying with Cards but Phoenix losing other 
marketable sports stars 
By Mike Sunnucks / Phoenix Business Journal 
http://www.bizjournals.com/phoenix/blog/business/2015/02/
dragic-fitzgerald-taurasi-phoenix-losing-its-
most.html?iana=ind_sports 
 
The Phoenix Suns have a quandary on — and off — the court 
when it comes whether or not to trade guard Goran Dragic. 
 
On the court, Dragic is a free agent and the Suns have too many 
guards on their 12-man roster. The team will either end up 

http://www.examiner.com/article/diamondbacks-must-shake-the-psychology-of-losing
http://www.examiner.com/article/diamondbacks-must-shake-the-psychology-of-losing
http://www.bizjournals.com/phoenix/blog/business/2015/02/dragic-fitzgerald-taurasi-phoenix-losing-its-most.html?iana=ind_sports
http://www.bizjournals.com/phoenix/blog/business/2015/02/dragic-fitzgerald-taurasi-phoenix-losing-its-most.html?iana=ind_sports
http://www.bizjournals.com/phoenix/blog/business/2015/02/dragic-fitzgerald-taurasi-phoenix-losing-its-most.html?iana=ind_sports
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parting with the Slovenian-born Dragic or try to trade off Isaiah 
Thomas or Gerald Green. 
 
Off the court, Dragic is the closest thing the Suns have to a 
household name — and that's really pushing it. That's something 
the team hasn't really had since the end of the Steve Nash era. 
 
The Suns front office knows it's hard to compete for an NBA 
title without stud players. It's also hard on marketing and ticket 
sales without household names. 
 
Dragic is far from a Steve Nash, Amar'e Stoudemire, Charles 
Barkley or Dan Majerle, but he's more high profile than to 
general sports fans than anyone else on the roster. 
 
If he leaves via trade or free agency, it would add to a possible 
starless Phoenix sports sky. 
 
• Larry Fitzgerald and the Arizona Cardinals could have parted 
ways after 11 seasons if they hadn't reworked his existing 
contract. The team announced a new two-year deal Wednesday 
morning. 
 
Fitzgerald and his no. 11 jersey have been the face of the 
Cardinals through their successful and not so successful seasons. 
He's been a pitchman for University of Phoenix and helped lend 
credence to the Cardinals franchise. 
 
• The Arizona Diamondbacks are in full rebuilding mode this 
upcoming season. The D-backs have all-star first baseman Paul 
Goldschmidt. After that the household names are next to none. 
Do you know who the team's manager is? (It's Chip Hale.) 
 
The best-known D-back is assistant hitting coach Mark Grace. 
 
• The Phoenix market is also losing arguably its best professional 
athlete with Diana Taurasi sitting out this next WNBA season. 
Taurasi has played for both the Phoenix Mercury and UMMC 
Ekaterinburg in Russia. The Russian team is paying Taurasi to sit 
out the WNBA season. She gets paid $1.5 milion by the Russian 
team and $109,000 for her WNBA job in Phoenix. 
 
Taurasi has won three WNBA titles with the Mercury, three 
NCAA titles with UConn and three Olympic gold medals. 
 
Her decision to skip the Mercury season shows the economic 
impact of men's and women's sports and leaves Phoenix without 
its best pro athlete. 

Photos: Former D-backs pitcher's Phoenix house is a home 
run with a great view 
By Travis Arbon / Phoenix Business Journal 
http://www.bizjournals.com/phoenix/blog/business/2015/02/
photos-former-d-backspitchers-phoenix-house-is-a.html 
 
Buyers who have the money may want to step up to the plate 
and go to bat for this Phoenix home that once housed an MLB 
pitcher. 
 
Former Arizona Diamondbacks pitcher Joe Saunders, as 
originally reported by the Los Angeles Times, has put his home 
on 4426 N. Los Vecinos Drive, up for sale for $3,495,000 
million. 

 
The approximately 8,495 square-foot house features a private 
pool and spa and a very open style that allows residents to drink 
in the surrounding view. Five garage spots, six bedrooms and 
eight bathrooms assure the home is very spacious. 
 
“The Los Vecinos property is contemporary in nature," said 
Realtor Robert Joffe, who also is the listing agent. “It's a rare 
contemporary basement home and the views of Camelback 
Mountain are second to none. So it's just a fabulous location 
with fabulous views. It's actually a family home, which you don't 
get a lot of in contemporary." 
 
The home also includes a combination theater room and bar 
with multiple televisions. There are even three fireplaces, one 
each for the exterior, family room and master bedroom. 
 
Joffe said the open feel of the floor plan is one particular 
highlight of the property. 
 
“When you walk into the house there's retractable doors that are 
all glass and retract into the wall," Joffe said. “It's all open and 
then you've got the pool right there and the mountain. It's just 
one of the most stunning entrances that I've seen." 
 
The home was built in 2007 and was purchased by Saunders 
when he joined the Diamondbacks in late 2011. The team traded 
Saunders to the Baltimore Orioles in 2012. Saunders is currently 
a free agent. 

D-Backs visit little leaguers in Tucson 
By Brent Corrado / KGUN 9 - Tucson 
http://www.jrn.com/kgun9/news/D-Backs-visit-little-leaguers-
in-Tucson-292514391.html 
 
(Video embedded on webpage) 
 
TUCSON (KGUN9-TV) - The Arizona Diamondbacks 
expanded their give back jersey program to Tucson on 
Wednesday. 
  
Former players and current staff members J.J. Putz, Luis 
Gonzalez and Shelley Duncan visited Curtis Park to unveil plans 
to outfit uniforms and ball caps to seven Tucson area little 
leagues. 

D-Backs donate $76k grant to Tucson JCC 
By Brent Corrado / KGUN 9 - Tucson 
http://www.jrn.com/kgun9/news/D-Backs-donate-76k-grant-
to-Tucson-JCC-292502281.html 
 
(Video embedded on webpage) 
 
TUCSON (KGUN9-TV) - After a generous gift from the 
Arizona Diamondbacks on Wednesday, 3,500 players and 
coaches in Arizona will be crossing the plate looking new and 
improved. 
  
After outfitting seven little leagues in Tucson, D-Backs team 
President Derrick Hall presented the Tucson Jewish Community 
Center a $76,000 grant that will go towards a new community 
center for kids. 

http://www.bizjournals.com/phoenix/blog/business/2015/02/photos-former-d-backspitchers-phoenix-house-is-a.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/phoenix/blog/business/2015/02/photos-former-d-backspitchers-phoenix-house-is-a.html
http://www.jrn.com/kgun9/news/D-Backs-visit-little-leaguers-in-Tucson-292514391.html
http://www.jrn.com/kgun9/news/D-Backs-visit-little-leaguers-in-Tucson-292514391.html
http://www.jrn.com/kgun9/news/D-Backs-donate-76k-grant-to-Tucson-JCC-292502281.html
http://www.jrn.com/kgun9/news/D-Backs-donate-76k-grant-to-Tucson-JCC-292502281.html
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Dbacks present seven Tucson little league teams with new 
uniforms 
By Richie Melby / NBC 4 - Tucson 
http://www.kvoa.com/story/28142666/dbacks-present-seven-
tucson-little-league-teams-with-new-uniforms 
 
TUCSON - The Arizona Diamondbacks made a stop in Tucson 
Wednesday, presenting seven local little league teams with new 
"Dback" uniforms for the 2015 season. 
 
Dbacks president and CEO Derrick Hall was joined by former 
players Luis Gonzalez, JJ Putz and Shelley Duncan for the 
announcement. Nearly 2,000 southern Arizona little league 
athletes will don new Arizona Diamondback uniforms in the 
upcoming season. 
 
In 2014 the Diamondbacks presented the "Give Back Jersey 
Program" where the MLB club presented over 22,000 youth 
baseball and softball players with high quality uniforms and caps. 
In 2015, the organization decided to increase the program to 
nearly 35,000 players and coaches. 
 
Flowing Wells Continental, Freedom Little League, Frontier 
Little League, Los Ninos Little League, Southwestern Foothills, 
Randolph Little League and Continental Ranch Little League are 
the seven Tucson-area little leagues to join the program. 

Diamondbacks give back to Tucson youth 
By Caitlin Schmidt / Arizona Daily Star 
http://tucson.com/sports/baseball/professional/mlb/diamond
backs-give-back-to-tucson-youth/article_b691f313-1e7c-5258-
90ce-20e8af07db3c.html 
 
Representatives from the Arizona Diamondbacks awarded a 
grant of more than $75,000 to a Tucson organization and 
presented new uniforms to seven Little League teams on a visit 
to Tucson on Wednesday. 
 
As a recipient of the Diamondbacks’ Grand Slam Award, the 
Tucson Jewish Community center was presented with a $76,000 
check. 
 
“We are humbled and honored to receive this award,” Todd 
Rockoff, the center’s president and CEO, said in a press release. 
 
“It was a wonderful start to the creation of a safe indoor play 
area for children, which is critical for protection from the 
summer heat and sun.” 
 
Hundreds of non-profit groups statewide submitted proposals, 
competing for $800,000 worth of grants. 
 
“It was a rigorous process, but the center had a great 
presentation,” said Debbie Castaldo, Diamondbacks Foundation 
director. 
 
The Tucson JCC announced plans for a renovation and 
expansion in 2013, with construction of the playground and 
indoor activity center the focus of the proposal. 
 
“Helping children who need services come and be a part of 
something, even without the ability to pay, is what we love to 
do,” Castaldo said. 

 
Later in the afternoon, seven Tucson Little League teams 
received official Diamondbacks uniforms as part of the 
Diamondbacks Give Back Youth Jersey Program. 
 
The program, launched in 2014, provided uniforms to 35 teams 
in its first year. It expanded this year, giving 62 teams new hats 
and jerseys with what Castaldo calls a “big-league look.” 

Diamondbacks say Tucson's JCC is a 'grand slam' 
By Jackie Kent / Tucscon News Now 
http://www.tucsonnewsnow.com/story/28143401/diamondbac
ks-say-tucsons-jcc-is-a-grand-slam 
 
TUCSON, AZ (Tucson News Now) - The Arizona 
Diamondbacks may not have spring training here anymore, but 
they haven't forgotten about Tucson. 
 
The president of the Arizona Diamondbacks, Derrick Hall, read 
a story to children on Wednesday at the Tucson Jewish 
Community Center. He was also in Tucson to give the center the 
team's “Grand Slam Award” for its community service. 
 
As part of the award, it will get more than $70,000 for a new 
indoor play structure as part of the center's campaign to expand 
and renovate the facility. 
 

 

The Diamondbacks are signing a billion dollar TV deal 
By Craig Calcaterra / NBCSports.com 
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/19/the-
diamondbacks-are-signing-a-billion-dollar-tv-deal/related/ 
 
The TV rights fees bubble has yet to burst. The latest 
beneficiaries of it: the Dbacks: 
  
The Diamondbacks became the latest team to cash in on 
baseball’s exploding local television market, agreeing to remain 
with Fox Sports Arizona under a contract that’s believed to be 
worth in excess of $1 billion. 
  
Sources would not provide details of the agreement, such as 
specific financial terms or even the length of the contract, but 
there are indications the deal is in line with expectations based 
on previous comments from club officials. 
  
Those expectations are for either a 15 or 20-year deal. According 
to Nick Piecoro of the Arizona Republic, the Diamondbacks 
currently take in around $31 million annually for their TV rights. 
If this new deal is for 15 years, it would triple that number on an 
annual basis, putting it north of $90 million a year. To put that in 
perspective, their 2014 payroll was only $108 million. As such, 
the club is not too terribly far from breaking even before they 
even sell a ticket, a hot dog, a t-shirt or a big foam finger. 

Report: Diamondbacks ink $1 billion TV deal  
By Gabrielle McMillen / Sporting News 
http://www.sportingnews.com/mlb/story/2015-02-19/report-
diamondbacks-stays-with-fox-sports-arizona-for-1-billion 
 
However, it seems that the parameters of the contract are based 
off the club officials' expectations. 
 

http://www.kvoa.com/story/28142666/dbacks-present-seven-tucson-little-league-teams-with-new-uniforms
http://www.kvoa.com/story/28142666/dbacks-present-seven-tucson-little-league-teams-with-new-uniforms
http://tucson.com/sports/baseball/professional/mlb/diamondbacks-give-back-to-tucson-youth/article_b691f313-1e7c-5258-90ce-20e8af07db3c.html
http://tucson.com/sports/baseball/professional/mlb/diamondbacks-give-back-to-tucson-youth/article_b691f313-1e7c-5258-90ce-20e8af07db3c.html
http://tucson.com/sports/baseball/professional/mlb/diamondbacks-give-back-to-tucson-youth/article_b691f313-1e7c-5258-90ce-20e8af07db3c.html
http://www.tucsonnewsnow.com/story/28143401/diamondbacks-say-tucsons-jcc-is-a-grand-slam
http://www.tucsonnewsnow.com/story/28143401/diamondbacks-say-tucsons-jcc-is-a-grand-slam
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/19/the-diamondbacks-are-signing-a-billion-dollar-tv-deal/related/
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/19/the-diamondbacks-are-signing-a-billion-dollar-tv-deal/related/
http://www.sportingnews.com/mlb/story/2015-02-19/report-diamondbacks-stays-with-fox-sports-arizona-for-1-billion
http://www.sportingnews.com/mlb/story/2015-02-19/report-diamondbacks-stays-with-fox-sports-arizona-for-1-billion
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Diamondbacks officials were reportedly discussing 15- and 20-
year contracts and tripling the annual value of the previous 
television contract with Fox Sports Arizona, which was 
reportedly worth $31 million.  
 
At this point, almost a third of major league teams have signed 
lucrative television deals worth at least $1 billion. 

MLB injury, news and rumors roundup for Feb. 18 
By Matt Snyder / CBSSports.com 
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/eye-on-
baseball/25073414/mlb-injury-news-and-rumors-roundup-for-
feb-18 
 
It was only a few teams, but pitchers and catchers reported to 
camp for some Wednesday, which means we can start calling it 
baseball season. Sure, many will disagree or think we're crazy, 
but that's a them issue, not an us issue. Let's run down the news 
for the day, starting with something that could be a significant 
movement for the Snakes. 
 
TV Deal 
 
Diamondbacks: They have a TV deal with Fox Sports Southwest 
worth more than $1 billion, reports azcentral.com. The report 
further notes that discussions have been for 15 or 20 years, so 
this isn't a ridiculous windfall. Still, it appears to be more than 
three times what the D-Backs' current TV deal pays, so perhaps 
they'll grab some extra payroll space in the next several seasons. 
We've seen it happen with more than a handful of other teams. 
 
Injury updates 
 
Giants: Tim Hudson is behind in his rehab from offseason ankle 
surgery, per manager Bruce Bochy (Chris Haft on Twitter). 
 
Red Sox: Per this piece in WEEI.com, Shane Victorino is 
motivated and says he's 100 percent healthy. 
 
Reds: Homer Bailey is behind in his rehab from offseason 
forearm surgery, but he's confident that he'll make it up before 
the season begins (cincinnati.com). 
 
Tigers: Miguel Cabrera could be ready sometime around opening 
day, so that's probably good news. Even if he falls behind, it 
should only be a few games. He's coming off offseason ankle 
surgery. 
 
Roster moves, salary updates, etc. 
 
Orioles: They are on the verge of signing infielder Everth 
Cabrera to a one-year deal, reports the Baltimore Sun. 
 
Rockies: The club defeated Wilin Rosario in his arbitration case. 
He'll make $2.8M this season instead of the $3.3M he was 
seeking (Jon Heyman). 
 
Royals: The club agreed to a two-year, $13.9M deal instead of 
hitting arbitration (Jon Heyman). Hosmer still has one more 
arbitration year after this deal before hitting free agency. 
 
Reports, rumors and speculation 
 

Braves/Red Sox: A report has indicated that the Braves have 
strong interest in Red Sox outfielder Jackie Bradley Jr. 
 
Giants: To open the season, Tim Lincecum will be the fifth 
starter with Ryan Vogelsong and Yusmeiro Petit available out of 
the bullpen or as injury replacement starters. Take note of the 
Hudson mention above here. 
 
Marlins: They won't be adding a reliever, says beat writer Joe 
Frisaro. 
 
Yoan Moncada: His agent is hopeful that a deal will soon be in 
place for the Cuban infielder. 
 
Phillies: Cole Hamels is ready to be traded -- though he isn't 
specifically asking for one -- as he's said he wants to win again. 
 
Red Sox: They are reportedly discussing an extension with 
manager John Farrell. 
 
Yankees: According to pitching coach Larry Rothschild, the club 
could go with a six-man rotation early in the season. 
 
Miscellany 
 
Cubs: Kevin Youkilis has joined the team as a special assistant 
(Mark Gonzales on Twitter). 

D-Backs catcher Tuffy Gosewisch ready to prove doubters 
wrong 
By Michael Hurcomb / CBSSports.com 
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/2507
3080/d-backs-catcher-tuffy-gosewisch-ready-to-prove-doubters-
wrong 
 
Diamondbacks catcher Tuffy Gosewisch, who is considered the 
favorite to win the starting catcher job this spring, is not worried 
about the skeptics who don't believe he can handle being 
Arizona's top catcher. 
 
"That's more motivation for me," he told The Arizona Republic. 
"All that matters to me is that the team believes in me. It seems 
like they do and I believe in myself. The more people that come 
out and say that, that's fine. That's just more motivation for me 
to go out and prove that I belong and I can do it." 
 
Gosewisch is not known for his offense, but the Diamondbacks 
are comfortable with going with a defense-first catcher because 
they believe the rest of the lineup will help pick up the slack 
offensively. 
 
"I know that in my position, my number one job is the pitchers," 
he said. "So 80 percent, 90 percent of my game has to be 
focused on them. Knowing what they do best and knowing what 
the other team does best and trying to come up with a game plan 
-- there's not a whole lot of stats that can be put on that part of 
the game. 
 
"If I can just contribute to the team offensively, I think that's 
what they're looking for. I'm not saying I'm going to be an All-
Star, but I'm confident in my ability to hit. I know there's a lot of 
people out there who doubt that, but I know I can do it and I 
know people here think I can do it." 
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Report: Diamondbacks agree to new TV deal worth $1 
billion 
By Chris Cwik / CBSSports.com 
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/2507
3335/report-diamondbacks-agree-to-new-tv-deal-worth-1-billion 
 
The Diamondbacks have agreed to a new TV deal that is 
reportedly in excess of $1 billion, according to azcentral.com. 
 
Arizona becomes the latest team to cash in with a major TV 
agreement. The club opted to remain with Fox Sports Arizona in 
the near future, though terms, including the length of the deal, 
have yet to be released.  
 
It's unclear how the new deal will impact the team's payroll 
moving forward. Most of the teams that signed large televsion 
contracts have typically been able to increase payroll following 
the new broadcast deal. The Diamondbacks are set to head into 
spring training with a $92 million payroll.  

Diamondbacks: 3 Potential Breakout Candidates to Watch 
in Spring Training 
By Adam Young / Bleacher Report 
http://bleacherreport.com/articles/2364086-diamondbacks-3-
potential-breakout-candidates-to-watch-in-spring-training 
 
The Arizona Diamondbacks have been busy this offseason. With 
new general manager Dave Stewart, new manager Chip Hale and 
Chief Baseball Officer Tony La Russa, there are high hopes for a 
turnaround in the desert this year. 
 
Spring training is looming. That means that there are several 
players who are poised to break out and make an impact on the 
2015 season.  
 
The D-backs had several players break out last season despite 
finishing with the worst record in the MLB at 64-98. A.J. 
Pollock, Chase Anderson and Ender Inciarte all exceeded 
expectations last year despite their young ages. 
 
Pollock hit .302 with 32 extra-base hits in only 75 games, 
Anderson won his first five career starts with the team and 
Inciarte broke a rookie franchise record with an 18-game hitting 
streak. 
 
Who will break out this year? 
 
Here are three potential breakout players who could find 
themselves on the D-backs roster to begin the season. 
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 The Diamondbacks are signing a billion dollar TV deal 
9:12 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Yankees fans: would you give up the 2009 title just to 
be rid of A-Rod? 8:34 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 
February 18, 2015 

 Live from Viera ... it's reporting day! 11:27 pm EST 
(Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Heath Bell is in The Best Shape Of His Life 11:00 pm 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Century-old baseball cards bring $225K at Maine 
auction 10:12 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Cole Hamels: 'I just want to win again' 10:00 pm EST 
(Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Red Sox begin extension talks with manager John 
Farrell 9:41 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Tim Hudson behind schedule in rehab from ankle 
surgery 8:37 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Tim Lincecum turns to his father in effort to rediscover 
old form 7:53 pm EST (Yahoo Sports)  

 Joe Maddon’s message to Cubs: 'Bring on the 
expectations' 7:46 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Eric Hosmer, Royals agree to $13.9 million, 2-year 
contract 7:42 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 What they're saying: Giants pitchers, catchers report 
7:30 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Buchholz hopes to avoid 'misfortune' in 2015 season 
7:29 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Mariners pitching prospect Victor Sanchez moved his 
legs, but still in critical condition 7:24 pm EST (NBC 
Sports)  

 Mariners prospect hospitalized after boating accident 
7:18 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 New Astros manager Hinch eager for start of spring 
training 7:06 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Play Ball: Champion Giants begin effort to win in 'odd 
year' 6:54 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Cole Hamels wants to be traded from Phillies to 
contender and soon 6:43 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet 
Mid Atlantic)  

 A's training in luxury in their new spring home 6:37 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Happy spring training, wish I wasn’t here, love Cole 
6:30 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  

 Colorado Rockies beat Wilin Rosario in arbitration 6:23 
pm EST (The Associated Press)  
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 Royals ink Eric Hosmer to two-year, $13.9 million deal 
6:10 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Miguel Cabrera cleared for hitting and throwing 5:25 
pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Rotation a bit iffy as Cardinals begin spring training 
5:19 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Mike Murphy transitions after decades running Giants 
clubhouse 5:16 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Giants' Sanchez eager for comeback after 2 
concussions 5:14 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 An Indians minor leaguer was suspended for 
amphetamines 5:05 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Giants spring training Day 1: Return of Whiteside 4:53 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Cole Hamels wants the Phillies to trade him: “I just 
want to win again” 4:40 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Ramirez has plan for Sox not having ace 4:39 pm EST 
(Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Red Sox begin preliminary extension talks with Farrell 
4:13 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Hiroki Kuroda says his years in the majors were 
“tougher than they were enjoyable” 4:02 pm EST (NBC 
Sports)  

 Sandberg: Howard starter at first base for Phillies in '15 
3:47 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Tim Lincecum turns to father as he tries to find Cy 
Young form 3:42 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Bobby Parnell expects to regain Mets' closer job 3:42 
pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Tanaka probably will throw 1st bullpen session 
Thursday 3:42 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Beyeler working hard to get Ramirez acclimated to OF 
3:34 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Miguel Cabrera has been cleared for “limited baseball 
activity” 3:32 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Rockies beat catcher Wilin Rosario in salary arbitration 
3:29 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Report: Cuban star has 5 MLB offers over $70 million 
3:28 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Rockies beat Wilin Rosario in arbitration hearing 3:15 
pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Still a few pitching options on market for Orioles 3:11 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Ryne Sandberg says first base is Ryan Howard’s job to 
lose 3:10 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  

 A scorching-hot A-Rod take reveals Mike Lupica’s 
ridiculousness, ignorance and simple cruelty 2:56 pm 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Cubs add Kevin Youkilis to front office staff 2:17 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Ryan Howard is the Phillies’ first baseman … unless he 
isn’t 2:14 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Pedro Alvarez and Pirates take salary case to arbitration 
2:11 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Remembering the team owner who moved his team to 
get away from black people 1:44 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Orioles close to deal with former All-Star shortstop 
1:37 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Youkilis joins Cubs front office as special assistant 1:23 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Even with Vogelsong & Petit, Lincecum will stay in 
Giants rotation 1:11 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay 
Area)  

 Tim Lincecum is the Giants’ fifth starter 1:07 pm EST 
(NBC Sports)  

 Homer Bailey has yet to throw off a mound in return 
from surgery 12:46 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Harper's health, Desmond, Zimmerman top topics for 
Nationals 12:43 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Andy Pettitte: “I don’t really believe I tried to enhance 
my performance” 12:30 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Giants' Sanchez arrives in AZ healthy, dedicated to 
catching 12:26 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Bullpen Review: NL Central 12:05 pm EST (Rotoworld)  

 Kevin Youkilis joins the Cubs as a special assistant 
11:45 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Wanna buy Gene Tenace’s six World Series rings? 
11:32 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Plenty of familiar faces for Orioles at spring training 
11:27 am EST (The Associated Press)  

 Cubs opposing restraining order on Wrigley 
construction 11:14 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Indians, left-hander Bruce Chen reach minor league 
deal 11:08 am EST (The Associated Press)  

 Must-click link: Alex Rodriguez: “the cheating stops 
now” 10:47 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Francisco Rodriguez wants $10 million to sign 10:28 am 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 Five questions the White Sox need to answer this 
spring 9:44 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Play ball! The official reporting dates for all 30 teams 
9:33 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 The Orioles are close to signing Everth Cabrera 9:03 
am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Let’s pump the brakes on the Pablo Sandoval waistline 
watch, OK? 8:28 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Nix tries to impress Showalter in utility audition 7:09 
am EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Is Pablo Sandoval's weight a cause for concern? 6:48 
am EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 A-Rod derangement watch: handwriting analysis 
edition 6:47 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Dodgers closer Jansen has foot surgery, out 8-12 weeks 
12:44 am EST (The Associated Press)  
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 Dodgers lose closer to foot injury, possibly until mid-
May 11:34 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Spring storyline No. 1: Dealing with pressure 11:22 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Alex Rodriguez is really, really sorry in apology to 
Yankees fans 11:14 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid 
Atlantic)  

 Alex Gordon hopes to be cleared for throwing and 
batting practice early next week 10:34 pm EST (NBC 
Sports)  

http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/royals-ink-eric-hosmer-to-two-year-13-9-million-deal/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/miguel-cabrera-cleared-hitting-throwing-221741493--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/rotation-bit-iffy-cardinals-begin-spring-training-221949706--mlb.html
http://www.csnbayarea.com/giants/mike-murphy-transitions-after-decades-running-giants-clubhouse?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnbayarea.com/giants/mike-murphy-transitions-after-decades-running-giants-clubhouse?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/giants-sanchez-eager-comeback-2-concussions-221429164--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/giants-sanchez-eager-comeback-2-concussions-221429164--mlb.html
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/an-indians-minor-leaguer-was-suspended-for-amphetamines/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/an-indians-minor-leaguer-was-suspended-for-amphetamines/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://www.csnbayarea.com/giants/giants-spring-training-day-1-return-whiteside?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/cole-hamels-wants-the-phillies-to-trade-him-i-just-want-to-win-again/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/cole-hamels-wants-the-phillies-to-trade-him-i-just-want-to-win-again/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://www.csnne.com/boston-red-sox/ramirez-has-plan-sox-not-having-ace?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnne.com/boston-red-sox/red-sox-begin-preliminary-extension-talks-farrell?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/hiroki-kuroda-says-his-years-in-the-majors-were-tougher-than-they-were-enjoyable/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/hiroki-kuroda-says-his-years-in-the-majors-were-tougher-than-they-were-enjoyable/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/sandberg-howard-starter-first-phillies-15-195721101--mlb.html
http://www.csnbayarea.com/giants/tim-lincecum-turns-father-he-tries-find-cy-young-form?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnbayarea.com/giants/tim-lincecum-turns-father-he-tries-find-cy-young-form?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/bobby-parnell-expects-regain-mets-closer-job-191210506--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/tanaka-probably-throw-1st-bullpen-session-thursday-204133130--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/tanaka-probably-throw-1st-bullpen-session-thursday-204133130--mlb.html
http://www.csnne.com/blog/red-sox-talk/beyeler-working-hard-get-ramirez-acclimated?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/miguel-cabrera-has-been-cleared-for-limited-baseball-activity/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/miguel-cabrera-has-been-cleared-for-limited-baseball-activity/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/rockies-beat-catcher-wilin-rosario-salary-arbitration-202958919--mlb.html
http://www.csnwashington.com/baseball-washington-nationals/talk/report-cuban-star-has-5-mlb-offers-over-70-million-hector-olivera-dodgers-yankees-athletics-atlanta-braves-sf-giants?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/rockies-beat-wilin-rosario-in-arbitration-hearing/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://www.csnbaltimore.com/blog/orioles-talk/still-few-pitching-options-market-orioles?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnphilly.com/baseball-philadelphia-phillies/ryne-sandberg-says-first-base-ryan-howard-job-lose-spring-training?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnphilly.com/baseball-philadelphia-phillies/ryne-sandberg-says-first-base-ryan-howard-job-lose-spring-training?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/a-scorching-hot-a-rod-take-reveals-mike-lupicas-ridiculousness-ignorance-and-simple-cruelty/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/a-scorching-hot-a-rod-take-reveals-mike-lupicas-ridiculousness-ignorance-and-simple-cruelty/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://www.csnchicago.com/cubs/cubs-add-kevin-youkilis-front-office-staff?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/ryan-howard-is-the-phillies-first-baseman-unless-he-isnt/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/ryan-howard-is-the-phillies-first-baseman-unless-he-isnt/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/pedro-alvarez-pirates-salary-case-arbitration-191107934--mlb.html
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/remembering-the-team-owner-who-moved-his-team-to-get-away-from-black-people/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/remembering-the-team-owner-who-moved-his-team-to-get-away-from-black-people/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://www.csnbaltimore.com/blog/orioles-talk/orioles-close-deal-former-all-star-shortstop-everth-cabrera-san-diego-padres?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnne.com/boston-red-sox/youkilis-joins-cubs-front-office-special-assistant?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnbayarea.com/giants/even-vogelsong-petit-lincecum-will-stay-giants-rotation?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnbayarea.com/giants/even-vogelsong-petit-lincecum-will-stay-giants-rotation?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/tim-lincecum-is-the-giants-fifth-starter/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/homer-bailey-has-yet-to-throw-off-a-mound-in-return-from-surgery/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/homer-bailey-has-yet-to-throw-off-a-mound-in-return-from-surgery/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/harpers-health-desmond-zimmerman-top-topics-nationals-174352649--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/harpers-health-desmond-zimmerman-top-topics-nationals-174352649--mlb.html
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/andy-pettitte-i-dont-really-believe-i-tried-to-enhance-my-performance/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/andy-pettitte-i-dont-really-believe-i-tried-to-enhance-my-performance/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://www.csnbayarea.com/giants/giants-sanchez-arrives-az-healthy-dedicated-catching?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnbayarea.com/giants/giants-sanchez-arrives-az-healthy-dedicated-catching?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/bullpen-review-nl-central-170500846--mlb.html
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/kevin-youkilis-joins-the-cubs-as-a-special-assistant/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/wanna-buy-gene-tenaces-six-world-series-rings/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/plenty-familiar-faces-orioles-spring-training-162710437--mlb.html
http://www.csnchicago.com/cubs/cubs-opposing-restraining-order-wrigley-construction?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnchicago.com/cubs/cubs-opposing-restraining-order-wrigley-construction?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/ap-source-indians-lhp-bruce-chen-reach-minor-191121752--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/ap-source-indians-lhp-bruce-chen-reach-minor-191121752--mlb.html
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/must-click-link-alex-rodriguez-the-cheating-stops-now/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/must-click-link-alex-rodriguez-the-cheating-stops-now/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/francisco-rodriguez-wants-10-million-to-sign/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://www.csnchicago.com/white-sox/five-questions-white-sox-need-answer-spring?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnchicago.com/white-sox/five-questions-white-sox-need-answer-spring?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/play-ball-the-official-reporting-dates-for-all-30-teams/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/the-orioles-are-close-to-signing-everth-cabrera/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/lets-pump-the-brakes-on-the-pablo-sandoval-waistline-watch-ok/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/lets-pump-the-brakes-on-the-pablo-sandoval-waistline-watch-ok/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://www.csnbaltimore.com/blog/orioles-talk/nix-tries-impress-showalter-utility-audition?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnne.com/boston-red-sox/pablo-sandovals-weight-cause-concern?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/a-rod-derangement-watch-handwriting-analysis-edition/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/18/a-rod-derangement-watch-handwriting-analysis-edition/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://sports.yahoo.com/news/dodgers-closer-jansen-foot-surgery-8-12-weeks-031031713--mlb.html
http://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/morenews/2015/Feb/17
http://www.csnwashington.com/baseball-washington-nationals/talk/dodgers-lose-closer-foot-injury-possibly-until-mid-may-kenley-jansen-padres-diamondbacks?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnwashington.com/baseball-washington-nationals/talk/dodgers-lose-closer-foot-injury-possibly-until-mid-may-kenley-jansen-padres-diamondbacks?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://natsinsider.com/2015/02/18/spring-storyline-no-1-dealing-with-the-pressure/?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnbaltimore.com/blog/orioles-talk/alex-rodriguez-really-really-sorry-apology-yankees-fans?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://www.csnbaltimore.com/blog/orioles-talk/alex-rodriguez-really-really-sorry-apology-yankees-fans?p=ya5nbcs&ocid=yahoo
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/alex-gordon-hopes-to-be-cleared-for-throwing-and-batting-practice-early-next-week/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/17/alex-gordon-hopes-to-be-cleared-for-throwing-and-batting-practice-early-next-week/?ocid=Yahoo&partner=ya5nbcs


│

12 

 

 Hammel on Cubs rotation: We're going to be pretty 
freaking good 10:03 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Kenley Jansen out 8-12 weeks following foot surgery 
9:19 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 A-Rod gives apology but no explanation ahead of 
return 9:16 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Countdown to Clearwater: A gloom in the air 9:06 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  
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Wednesday, February 18, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Colorado 
Rockies  

Wilin Rosario  Signed, ( 2015)(loses arbitration) 

Kansas City 
Royals  

Eric Hosmer  

Signed, ( 2015-2016)(two-year 
contract, avoids arbitration) 

Tuesday, February 17, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Boston Red 
Sox  

Henry 
Rodriguez  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Los Angeles 
Angels  

Matt 
Lindstrom  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Miami 
Marlins  

Reed 
Johnson  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

San Diego 
Padres 

Aaron 
Northcraft  

Outrighted to Minors 

Monday, February 16, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Cleveland 
Indians  

Bruce Chen 

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Cleveland 
Indians  

Jason Giambi  Retired 

New York 
Yankees  

Jared Burton  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Oakland 
Athletics  

Barry Zito  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 
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