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Desmond, Blackmon homer as Rox beat SD 
Blackmon, LeMahieu homer in ninth inning, while Bettis throws five solid innings 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
2:10 AM ET 
 

SAN DIEGO -- A healthy Ian Desmond is causing the Rockies' opponents even more pain. And he hurts the Padres more 

than anyone. 

Desmond's two-run, fifth-inning homer -- his fifth at Petco Park in 11 games since joining the Rockies -- keyed a 7-4 

victory over the Padres on Monday night. 

Desmond, who also doubled in a run in the third inning, was part of what's been nightly fence-busting for the 

Rockies. Charlie Blackmon added his fourth homer of the season in the ninth innings to go with two doubles (his first two 

hits of the season that weren't homers), and DJ LeMahieu followed Blackmon's with his second homer.. 2nd, 2018 

The power display -- backed by starting pitcher Chad Bettis, who started off shaky but held the Padres to two runs in five 

innings -- puts the Rockies at 10 homers, without a single game played at Coors Field. 

"I feel like we've swung it pretty well, hit a lot of homers," LeMahieu said. "So hopefully that's a good thing and it can keep 

going." 

Closer Wade Davis notched the final out of the game for his second save with the Rockies.. 2nd, 2018 

Last year, at the start of a five-year, $70 million contract, Desmond was hit by a pitch in Spring Training that broke his left 

hand and cost him the first month of the season. He went on the disabled list twice with a right calf strain, and his final 
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.274 average, seven homers and 40 RBIs were considered a disappointment for a club that nonetheless went to the 

postseason. 

But even with the struggles, Desmond, who exited Saturday's win over the D-backs with right knee soreness, hit at Petco 

(15-for-42, four home runs and 10 RBIs) last season. So while the 6-for-15 (.400) start to the season is something 

Rockies fans aren't familiar with, his fifth-inning shot to center off Padres starter Bryan Mitchell was familiar. Last season 

on May 2, he homered in his first game at Petco and second in a Rockies uniform.. 2nd, 2018 

Manager Bud Black, who in the last two games moved Desmond to the middle of the order with shortstop Trevor Story's 

slow start, said, "I'm seeing good bat speed [from Desmond]. I'm seeing him getting ready to hit and hitting the ball out 

front. I just think there's some confidence to the swing." 

Desmond capped his night with a leaping catch in foul ground of Hunter Renfroe's eighth-inning popup along the netting 

on the first-base side of the diamond.. 2nd, 2018 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Glovework from Chuck: The Padres, who are 0-4 for the first time since 1994, loaded the bases in the second inning for 

slugger Wil Myers, who had homered an inning earlier. He sent another deep drive to center, but this time Blackmon 

tracked it down, making an impressive leaping grab just in front of the wall. The Padres would leave the sacks full in the 

third, too, this time when Mitchell bounced back to the mound. 

"The fence actually comes out a little bit right there on the left-center side -- it's a little bit shorter than the right-center side 

-- and to be honest, I thought I was much closer to the fence than I actually was," Blackmon said. "I thought I needed to 

jump and get it. 

"But I think the important thing is to get the out.". 2nd, 2018 

Easy as 1-2-3: The Rockies put Mitchell on the ropes in every inning Monday night, and Bettis gave him no respite in the 

fourth. Facing the top of the Padres' order, Bettis worked a 2-2 count on Manuel Margot before striking him out with a 

slider. The Rockies' right-hander recorded the next two outs on two pitches. It was a big boost for Bettis, who need 63 

pitches to get through three innings. 
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"Honestly, I expended all that extra adrenaline and was able to get back to having my legs under me, and I was able to 

stay tall on my back side," said Bettis, who used his curveball to slow his mechanics until he found a groove. "Early, I was 

just picking up my leg and going." 

Black said, "There were some moments where he got through it without pitching on his best night.":53  

SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 

Carlos Gonzalez's RBI double in the third inning tied him with Vinny Castilla for fourth place in club history in hits, and 

Gonzalez passed Castilla with a seventh-inning single -- his 1,207th with the Rockies. 

"I'm still wearing a Rockies uniform, playing for my fans who support me, and my family is extremely happy to get back," 

said Gonzalez, who rejoined the Rockies in the middle of Spring Training.. 2nd, 2018 

WHAT'S NEXT 

Lefty Kyle Freeland made two starts against the Padres last season and was better at Petco Park (one run on three hits 

with four strikeouts over 6 1/3 innings in a no-decision in a Rox win on May 4) than at Coors Field (six runs on eight hits in 

4 1/3 innings in an April 12 loss). First pitch on Tuesday in San Diego is 8:10 p.m. MT. 
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Right-hander Pint enters Top 100 prospects list 
Bridich expresses confidence in Rockies' young starters 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Apr. 2nd, 2018 
 
SAN DIEGO -- Right-hander Riley Pint, the No. 4 overall pick in the 2016 Draft, moved into MLB Pipeline's Top 100 

Prospects list on Monday. Pint will begin the '18 season where he spent last year, with Class A Asheville. 

Pint, 20, went 2-11 with a 5.42 ERA in 93 innings over 22 starts last season, his first full year in the Minors. Rockies 

director of player development Zach Wilson said last season was a necessary education for Pint, ranked No. 3 in 

the Rockies' system by MLB Pipeline. 

"He's continuing to learn his delivery and understand his body," Wilson said. "This year, we're going to allow him to really 

unleash all of his weapons, so there won't be certain restrictions on him that there were last year in terms of pitch mix. 

"Right now, it's about continued experience. There were bouts last year with success, and then there were bouts with 

some adversity. All those things helped make him better." 

Pint's fastball has been clocked at over 100 mph, but his secondary pitches -- especially his changeup -- are far ahead of 

the heater. So the Rockies had Pint use last season to develop the fastball. A lot of is finding the right deliver for his 

growing body. Pint is listed at 6-foot-4 and 195 pounds, but Wilson said he has grown to 6-foot-6 and 225 pounds. This 

year, there will be greater flexibility in pitch selection, although fastball command will still be a priority. 

Wilson said it's not clear how big he will be when his growth stops, but he is confident that however big Pint ends up 

being, his understanding and effectiveness will grow. 

"Right now, this is where he's going to start," Wilson said. "He's in a good place as we leave Spring Training. And really, 

it's not about where you start. It's about that cumulative effect, day after day, year after year of continuing to get better." 

Rockies stick with their young arms 

Even during their run to the Wild Card last season, the Rockies never made a move toward acquiring a veteran starting 

pitcher. They didn't do it during the offseason, nor did they seek experienced depth at the end of Spring Training even 

though their six pitchers on the current staff and Jeff Hoffman (working his way back from a shoulder injury) are the only 

starters on their 40-man roster who have started a Major League game. 
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Of course, an unfortunate run of injuries could cause the Rockies to reconsider. But beyond Hoffman, the Rockies' depth 

is at Triple-A Albuquerque in two pitchers on the 40-man -- righty Yency Almonte, their No. 10 prospect, and lefty Sam 

Howard, No. 17 -- plus non-roster right-hander Zach Jemiola and lefty Harrison Musgrave, who also could pitch as a 

reliever. 

The fact that general manager Jeff Bridich's philosophy to develop pitchers first has resulted in confidence. Right-

hander German Marquez is the only current Rockies starter not drafted or signed by the club, but he was acquired from 

the Rays before making the Majors. Almonte came in a trade with the White Sox.. 31st, 2018 

"If we can get guys who come into this organization, understand what our general philosophies are and how we need to 

do things to be successful, hopefully all that adds up to not just depth but also talent and performance," Bridich said. 

So the Rockies are a bad week of injuries away from someone's big league debut. Almonte and Howard were being used 

as starters late in camp, while Musgrave was being introduced to relief-type work. 

"Both Almonte and Howard -- in very specific ways for each guy -- showed growth from where they were last year," 

Bridich said. "They both came into camp ready to grow and ready to compete, so there are a lot of thoughts about both 

those guys as they left Major League camp and went to Triple-A. Is there still work to be done? Do they still need 

seasoning and certain things to happen before they're truly ready? Probably, but I would say it's nice to see their 

development."25th, 2018 

Injury updates 

• Right-hander Carlos Estevez, who missed much of Spring Training with a left oblique injury, will throw a simulated 

game Tuesday at the Rockies' complex in Scottsdale, Ariz. 

• Lefty Zac Rosscup has a wart on his left middle finger. He has taken an injection, and the Rockies are seeing if that 

works before trying other methods. 
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Welker tabbed top breakout prospect for '18 
By Jim Callis, Jonathan Mayo and Mike Rosenbaum MLB.com 
Apr. 2nd, 2018 
 

Some prospects are highly touted heading into a season and then live up to advanced billing. Others are a bit more under 

the radar, either because they are coming off of injuries, haven't performed up to expectations or perhaps are just getting 

started on their pro careers. MLB Pipeline selected one of these type of prospects from each organization as a 2018 

breakout candidate. We might not be talking much about the prospects below now, but they could jump on the scene in a 

big way this season. 

Colorado: Colton Welker, 3B (No. 4 on Rockies Top 30) 

Welker led Stoneman Douglas High (Parkland, Fla.) to the No. 1 national ranking in 2016 before signing with the Rockies 

for an over-slot $855,000 as a fourth-rounder that June. Multiple club officials have likened him to a young Nolan 

Arenado because they have similar builds and posted similar numbers in their first two pro seasons. Welker's batting 

average (.350), on-base percentage (.401) and OPS (.901) all would have led the low Class A South Atlantic League in 

2017 if an abdominal strain hadn't sidelined him for two months and kept him short of the needed plate appearances to 

qualify. 

Welker could post monster numbers in 2018 at high Class A Lancaster, perhaps the best hitting environment anywhere in 

the Minors. He has precocious feel for the barrel and pitch-recognition skills, allowing him to make repeated hard contact 

with ease, and he has the bat speed and leverage to produce 20-homer power once he gets stronger. A high school 

shortstop, he has solid arm strength and is making encouraging progress learning third base. 

"The sky is the limit for Colton," Rockies farm director Zach Wilson said. "We love him a lot, his tools and his makeup. He 

never gets cheated on his swing and can hit for average and power. He's a good defender, with very good instincts, a 

great first step, natural fluid actions and a hose at third base. He works hard and his teammates love him." 
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Ian Desmond stays hot at Petco Park, leads Rockies to victory over Padres 
Counting last season, Desmond is batting .354 (17-for-48) with five home runs and 13 RBIs in 11 games at Petco 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: April 2, 2018 at 11:25 pm | UPDATED: April 3, 2018 at 12:42 am 
 

SAN DIEGO — This SoCal port of Cali bills itself as “America’s Finest City.” For Ian Desmond, it’s a hitter’s paradise. 

The Rockies’ first baseman, intent on putting his injury-marred 2017 season behind him, busted out at Petco Park on 

Monday night, leading the Rockies to a 7-4 victory over the Padres. 

“Four games isn’t a huge sample size, but I’ve been pretty impressed with Ian,” said center fielder Charlie Blackmon, who 

also played a critical role in the victory. “He’s a very good athlete, and he’s really swung the bat well and hit the ball hard, 

kind of wherever it’s  pitched, which is the sign of a really good hitter.” 

Right-hander Chad Bettis overcame a rocky start to pitch five innings and notch the victory as Colorado evened its record 

to 2-2. Colorado’s bullpen continued doing the job it’s being paid big money to do by nearly blanking San Diego for four 

innings until Chris Rusin gave up a solo homer to Cory Spegenberg and an RBI triple to Jose Pirela in the ninth. 

 

Right-hander Adam Ottavino pitched a perfect sixth with two strikeouts, and has now whiffed eight batters in three innings, 

allowing no hits and walking only one. 

 

Desmond batted 2-for-4 with a walk, belting an RBI double in the third inning and following that up with a two-run homer to 

center in the fifth to put Colorado in control. The homer, Desmond’s third of the season, traveled 399 feet — quite a blow 

considering San Diego’s heavy blanket of night air. 

Counting last season, Desmond is batting .354 (17-for-48) with five home runs and 13 RBIs in 11 games at Petco wearing 

a Rockies uniform. For an added touch, Desmond snagged a foul ball in the seventh inning, leaping against the netting to 

make the catch. 

Blackmon has picked up right where he left off last season when he won the National League batting title and emerged as 

a legitimate MVP candidate. He opened Monday’s game game with a double, moved to third on DJ LeMahieu‘s single and 

scored on a sacrifice fly by Nolan Arenado. Blackmon led off the ninth with a solo home run, his fourth of the season, 
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followed by LeMahieu’s long ball during the ensuing at-bat. The Rockies have hit 10 home runs in their first four games, 

all on the road. 

 

“Those guys squared some balls up tonight, those balls were hit hard,” said manager Bud Black, who managed the 

Padres from 2007 through the early part of 2015. “The dimensions have change a little bit over the years and when have 

moved the fences in over the years. When this park first opened, those balls wouldn’t have been homers, but I think all of 

those balls were hit well.” 

The biggest moment of the game arrived early, in the second, when Blackmon made a glove save at the center-field wall 

worthy of Penguins goalie Matt Murray. With the bases full, Rockies nemesis Wil Myers blasted a ball off Bettis that 

looked like a possible grand slam, or at least a three-run double, but Blackmon made a leaping catch to end the inning. 

“That was unbelievable, and I said, ‘Thank you so much,’ ” Bettis said with a hearty laugh. 

Blackmon said he thought he was closer to the wall then he actually was, hence the leaping catch, but he still knew it was 

a key moment. 

“I thought (Myers) hit it off the end of the bat a little bit, but I knew I had to get a good jump on it,” Blackmon said. “The 

important thing was, we got an out. You’ve got make that catch.” 

The Rockies took a 3-1 lead in the third on back-to-back RBI doubles by Carlos Gonzalez and Desmond. Gonzalez’s hit 

was 1,206th in a Rockies uniform, tying him with Vinny Castilla for fourth place in franchise history. He then passed 

Castilla in the seventh inning with an infield hit. Now in Gonzalez’s sights: Dante Bichette, who’s third on the list 1,278 

hits. 

“I have more hits than my boy?!” Gonzalez said. “Wow, that’s incredible. Vinny was a great player and I grew up watching 

him back in 90s when I was a kid in Venezuela.” 

Bettis walked four on the night and appeared to be in trouble in the third when he gave up a double to Eric Hosmer, who 

trotted home on Carlos Asuage’s double. But Bettis then settled down and mostly silenced the Padres in the fourth and 

fifth, getting better fastball command and dropping in some effective curveballs. Bettis gave up two runs on four hits, 

including a solo homer to Myers in the first inning. 



    

9 
 

“There were some moments where he got through it, without pitching on his best night,” Black said. “That’s a great lesson 

for (Kyle) Freeland and (Jon) Gray and (Antonio) Senzatela and some others. … Chad wasn’t as crisp as he was in spring 

training, but hopefully Chad makes 33 or 34 of these starts, and there are going to be come real good ones in there, and 

just a few of these.” 
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Kyle Freeland counting on new curveball to make him more versatile pitcher 
Rockies lefty looking to build off solid rookie season 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
April 2, 2018 at 8:27 pm 
 

SAN DIEGO — Kyle Freeland is ready for his encore, and he’s added a new twist to his act. 

Actually, make that a curve. 

It’s a pitch he hopes to utilize Tuesday night when he make his season debut in the Rockies’ game against the Padres at 

Petco Park. 

“It’s a pitch I wanted to develop, with the goal to be able to throw it in any count,” Freeland said Monday. 

The Rockies’ left-hander, coming off an impressive rookie season, knew that he needed another pitch in his repertoire, so 

he began tinkering with a curveball back in December. He honed the pitch all winter, and then used it to some success in 

Cactus League games, hoping he’d be ready to use the pitch in the heat of moment. 

“I feel extremely comfortable with it,” Freeland said. “At first, it was just feeling the rotation off the fingers and seeing the 

rotation and movement of the ball. Then I took the pitch into bullpens. 

“Once I got into (spring) games … at first I was a little bit timid to throw it. I wasn’t sure how it was going to go or if I could 

command as I wanted to. Was I going to get hit around? But I had to find out about the pitch, and I think we have done a 

good job of revamping that curveball to where it’s going to be used at the start of the season.” 

Freeland, 24, remains work in progress, but he’s building off a strong foundation. He finished 2017 season with an 11-11 

record and a 4.10 ERA. He snuffed out the Dodgers in his big-league debut in Colorado’s home opener. On July 9, he 

took a no-hitter into the ninth inning against the White Sox. 

Freeland’s 4.10 ERA was the fourth-lowest by a rookie in franchise history, and the lowest since Jhoulys Chacin set the 

franchise record for rookies in 2010 with a 3.28 ERA. What’s more, the Denver native finished 6-8 with a 3.72 ERA in 19 

appearances (16 starts) at 

Coors Field. That was the second-lowest home ERA by a rookie in team history, bettered only by Denny Stark’s mark of 

3.21 in 2002. 
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But manager Bud Black knew Freeland had to improve and diversify. Before the all-star break last season, Freeland went 

9-7 with a 3.77 ERA and a 1.398 WHIP (walks plus hits per inning pitched). After the break, he went 2-4 with a 4.81 ERA 

and 1.685 WHIP. 

“Kyle does realize that in the second half of last year, teams made adjustment’s against him, so he has to adjust back,” 

Black said. “I think the breaking ball is part of that.” 

Black understands that Freeland’s curve is a work in progress, but he views it as a usable pitch. 

“Fundamentally, the curveball should come into play this year,” Black said. “It’s a pitch that should create a velocity 

difference for him — from a low-90s fastball, to a pitch in the high 70s. So the speed variance should help him. And his 

ever-improving changeup should come into play. But that doesn’t happen overnight.” 

But it’s more than pitches and mechanics that have caught Black’s eye. 

“I sense a little more poise with Kyle, a little more calmness in some of his spring training starts, and the way he’s walking 

around the clubhouse,” Black said. “I’ve seen just a little more self-assuredness.” 

Quotable: Black is often asked about the problems of pitching at Coors Field. Monday, when a San Diego reporter posed 

the question, Black had a ready response: 

“There is a toughness we have to have with our pitchers in Colorado. There has to be an unselfishness, and an attitude 

where some of the internal numbers can’t be looked at by the individual pitcher as a baseline for performance. 

“A pitcher has to be good and he has to just care about winning. Out-pitch the other guy in the same conditions that you’re 

pitching with. If you are worried about your ERA, your hits-per-innings pitched, number of home runs, all of these things, 

then you are probably in the wrong place.” 

Footnotes. Right-handed reliever Carlos Estevez (left oblique strain) is scheduled to pitch a simulated game Tuesday. 

He’s been throwing bullpen sessions for a week and is getting closer to returning. … Lefty Zac Rosscup has warts, not 

blisters, on his left-middle finger. That’s causing pain the landed him on the 10-day disabled list. So far, Rosscup has 

received an injection, but the team might have to remove the warts surgically. 
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Rockies hit 3 home runs to beat winless Padres 7-4 
Associated Press - 1:11 AM MT 

SAN DIEGO -- It wasn't nerves, just a dose of excitement that had Chad Bettis out of sorts on the mound. 

But after three shaky innings in his season debut, he righted himself and helped the Colorado Rockies beat the 

winless San Diego Padres 7-4 on Monday night. 

"I felt like, honestly, I had expended all that extra adrenaline and I got back to getting my legs under me and was able to 

stand tall on my backside," Bettis said. "Earlier, I was just picking my leg up and going." 

Ian Desmond, Charlie Blackmon and DJ LeMahieu homered to power the Rockies. 

"Those guys squared those balls up and they were hit hard," manager Bud Black said. "We had a good night offensively." 

Bettis (1-0) allowed two runs and five hits in five innings. Limited to nine major league starts last year as he was treated 

for cancer, the right-hander struck out four and walked four before five relievers finished up. 

Wade Davis got one out for his second save. 

"Chad scuffled early a little bit as it just seemed his delivery was a little quick. He wanted to hurry it," Black said. 

After a third-inning visit from Black, Bettis got on track. He made an in-game adjustment by slowing down and leaning on 

his curveball. "Looking at the pitcher I am now compared to a couple of years ago, those innings would speed up on me," 

he said. "Now I'm able to take a step back and really analyze what's going on and bear down and make the pitches." 

His curve not only was effective, but it served another purpose. 

"It's always been my reset pitch mechanically," he said. "If I go too fast it is not competitive." 

Desmond drove in three runs as the Rockies improved to 2-2. 

Wil Myers and Cory Spangenberg homered for the Padres, who dropped to 0-4. Bryan Mitchell struggled in his five-inning 

debut with San Diego. 

Myers exited early with a triceps injury. 

"I have some stuff in my triceps and it felt like I couldn't make the throw back into the infield," he said. "The throws from 

the outfield pushed it over the edge." 
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Padres manager Andy Green wasn't sure of Myers' status. Myers moved back to the outfield from first base this season. 

"We don't have a clear answer," Green said. 

Desmond hit a two-run homer in the fifth and an RBI double in the third to help the Rockies win for the 10th time in their 

last 16 games at Petco Park. Blackmon and LeMahieu added back-to-back solo homers in the ninth -- the fourth already 

for Blackmon this season. 

Mitchell (0-1) gave up five runs, eight hits and three walks. He failed to strike out a batter. 

"He wasn't sharp," Green said. "He couldn't find his curve. He had chances to minimize innings and escape out of innings 

and he didn't do it." 

Before Desmond's homer, Carlos Asuaje's double pulled the Padres to 3-2 as it chased home Eric Hosmer after Hosmer 

hit his third double in three games. The Padres, though, left the bases loaded for the second consecutive inning. 

Carlos Gonzalez, who surpassed Vinny Castilla for the fourth-most hits (1,207) in Rockies history, pushed Colorado 

ahead 2-1 with an RBI double in the third to score LeMahieu after he opened with a walk. Gonzalez was driven in by 

Desmond's double for a 3-1 edge. 

Myers homered in the first inning to tie it at 1. 

The Rockies took a 1-0 lead when Blackmon led off with a double and scored on Nolan Arenado's sacrifice fly. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Rockies: Desmond (knee) returned to the lineup after leaving Saturday's game early. ... RHP Carlos Estevez (oblique) is 

scheduled to throw a simulated game at the team's Arizona facility on Tuesday. 

Padres: C Austin Hedges(back) was a late scratch. ... Myers missed the previous game with a bad back. 

UP NEXT 

Rockies: LHP Kyle Freeland would like to duplicate his lone start at Petco Park, which came last year in his rookie 

season. Although he got a no-decision on May 4, he allowed only one run and three hits in 6 1/3 innings. 

Padres: RHP Tyson Ross makes his first start in his second stint with the Padres after spending last year with the Texas 

Rangers while recovering from a shoulder injury. 
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BSN Exclusive: Rockies Top catching prospect reflects on crucial spring training 
By Rich Allen - Posted on April 2, 2018 | BSN Denver 
 

No one’s ever made the claim that being a catcher is easy. At its very core, catching projectiles with the intent of having 

deception and unpredictability is a challenging task. Then you add in the components of strategy, game calling, 

recognizing and employing the diverse arsenals of different pitchers, blocking balls in the dirt and managing the run game. 

 

Oh yeah, and then there’s the whole part where they have to try to hit baseballs, a notoriously difficult thing to do. 

 

It’s a tall order for anybody, but for a higher-level catching prospect, bouncing between minor league and major league 

camp, the responsibilities pile up. There’s learning the major league pitchers and the minor league pitchers, all while trying 

to prove your worth to the major league coaches, the minor league ones, and the front office. 

 

If that work wasn’t enough, Dom Nunez—at one point considered a top 10 catching prospect in baseball—is trying to 

regain some of his shine. 

 

”The offensive side of the game, for me was a huge focus,” Nunez said. “I’ve felt great, probably one the best springs for 

me. I’m pretty excited to get going.” 

 

Nunez is coming off a 2017 that was not kind to his bat. At Double-A Hartford, he slashed a lowly .202/.335/.354 with 11 

home runs in his first action above A-ball. He said he lost confidence in his swing, starting a negative feedback loop that 

crippled his production. 

 

”The offensive side, the mental state,” Nunez referenced as the focal point of the backward step he took last year. “This 

offseason, I refreshed my brain. I got together with a hitting guy, just revamped my swing and revamped my mental side 

of the game.” 

 

It concerned the front office enough to give a spot on the 40 man roster to Chris Rabago, who has one less year of pro 

experience and played all season in High-A Lancaster, over Nunez. 
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This might make 2018 the most important season to date in his young career, as he aims to regain the trust of the 

Rockies. He likely heads back for another go-around with the Yard Goats and may be splitting and competing for playing 

time with Rabago, something he thinks is going to drive him forward. 

 

”One-hundred percent it motivates,” Nunez said. “If it didn’t motivate me, then I’d question what I want to do. I mean, I 

want to play in the big leagues, whatever it takes to play in the big leagues. But, we’re good friends and we’re probably 

going to be on the same team together. So, we’re going to try to make each other better every day.” 

 

As training camp wrapped up, Nunez came away with a short MLB stint and an eagerness to get back to work. The 

infielder-turned-catcher, widely regarded as the best defensive player at his position in the system, did not catch any 25-

man pitchers in big league camp games, but took advantage of the opportunities he got, like taking German Marquez 

deep in a backfield game to the opposite field and picking the brain of newly acquired veteran catcher Chris Iannetta. 

 

“One on one, we would talk more the hitting side, but when we’d have meetings, catchers meetings and stuff like that, 

then he would break down a lot of defensive stuff. We talked about his knowledge for the game. Nothing mechanical or 

anything like that, but just the knowledge for pitch calling. He just brings up points that kind of open your eyes to things 

you wouldn’t even think about.” 

 

Nunez, who spent time in big league camp in each of the last seasons, utilized Iannetta’s veteran presence to supplement 

his growth, as he did with Nick Hundley in 2016 and, to a lesser extent, Tony Wolters and Tom Murphy last year. 

 

Nunez took the experience as a whole to build momentum toward a pivotal 2018, wherein the one time heir-apparent to 

the backstop at Coors Field tries to reclaim his stature with the organization. 
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Gonzalez Glad to be Back in Clubhouse and On Field 
TRACY RINGOLSBY - APRIL 3, 2018 | InsideTheSeams.com 
 
The free-agent market was sluggish. 

But Carlos Gonzalez isn’t complaining. 

With a seven-year, $80 million deal – that paid him $20 million in 2017 – expiring at the end of last season he decided to 

test the open market during the winter. Coming off the least productive season of his career and with teams more hesitant 

than the past in handing out big-time free agent contracts, Gonzalez found himself at home in Florida when spring training 

started. 

It wasn’t where he wanted to be. 

He wanted to be back with the Rockies. 

How badly didn’t he want to be back with the Rockies? 

Well, he eventually agreed to a one-year deal  that has a $5 million guaranteed salary, but does include three $1 million 

incentives, which kick in if he is on the active roster for 125, 150 and 175 days. 

And what was his reaction when he showed up at the Rockies spring training facility in Scottsdale? 

“It’s no secret,” Gonzalez said of his feelings with the Rockies. “Even before I hit free agency I’d say this is the place that I 

want to be. Obviously I wanted to see what was out there, but at the end of the day this has been my home for the past 

nine seasons, so it’s always good to be home.” 

And he added: 

“I came (to the United States from Venezuela) with a bat and a glove when I was 16 years old, and everything from now 

on is a plus. I feel blessed. I’m playing the game I love. I’m still out here with a great group and a great organization.” 

Well, they say actions speak louder than words, and Gonzalez has put an exclamation point on his commitment to the 

Rockies in the opening days of the seasons. Yes, it’s only four games, but he is hitting .294, and in passing Vinny Castilla 

into the No. 4 spot on the Rockies all-time hit list at 1,207 he played a key role in the Rockies 7-4 victory against the 

Padres at Petco Park on Monday night. 
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He moved into a tie with Castilla at 1,206 hits with the Rockies when he doubled in a run to put the Rockies up 2-1 in the 

third inning, and scored on an ensuing double by Ian Desmond. And he moved ahead of Castilla with a seventh inning 

single. 

“I’m still wearing a Rockies uniform, playing for my fans, who support me, and my family is extremely happy to be back,” 

said Gonzalez. 

But then that’s Gonzalez’s way of life. It’s why his return created such an upbeat stir in the Rockies clubhouse. 

Even in January, when he was sitting home waiting for an offer, Gonzalez was upbeat about his situation. He showed no 

regrets that after two big-league seasons he jumped at the Rockies offer of that eight-year deal that eliminated his three 

years of arbitration as well as three years of potential free agency. 

"I was going to make minimum salary as a third-year player," Gonzalez said. "I was able to work a deal that was going to 

provide for my family. That was important for me: for my family to be taken care of. I am from Venezuela; it's a different 

situation than a lot of countries.” 

And there was no way to down play the fact that last season was a struggle. 

  

Gonzalez, however, never pouted and felt sorry for himself, even though free agency was pending. He remained a key 

figure in the clubhouse, counselling teammates, particularly the young Latins, on dealing with the challenge in the big 

leagues not only with words but by setting an example with how he dealt with his own struggle. 

The Rockies did see a revitalization of Gonzalez in the final weeks of the season. He was, after all, the key offensive cog 

for the Rockies during a September in which they had to battle to hang on to the second NL wild-card spot. And that 

wasn’t overlooked when they saw the chance to re-sign Gonzalez. 

Gonzalez was one of six Rockies to file for free agency last fall. He and left-handed reliever Jake McGee were the only 

two who returned. The Rockies did make efforts to re-sign catcher Jonathan Lucroy and closer Greg Holland, but the talks 

didn’t go far. 

The Rockies made an initial three-year, $21 million offer to Lucroy, and a three-year, $45 million proposal to Holland. In 

both instances, the agents for the players did not give the proposals serious consideration, and general manager Jeff 
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Bridich moved quickly to fill those spots, signing free agent catcher Chris Iannetta and closer Wade Davis to fill those 

voids. 

Given the off-season market, the Rockies offers appear to have been more realistic than the agents perceived. 

It may not been what his agent expected, but Gonzalez isn’t complaining. 

He is comfortable where he is. 

“I’m glad I’m back and wearing the same uniform I’ve been wearing for the past nine seasons,” he said. “This is No. 10, 

which is special. Not a lot of guys can say, `He, I played 10 years with one organization with one uniform. So that’s 

something that makes me proud.” 
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Nolan Arenado’s Big Season Starts Now 

Too fat. Too slow. Too angry. Too quiet. Nolan Arenado's heard it all. These days, he dares you to say he's not good 
enough. 

B Y  R O B E R T  S AN C H E Z  | APRIL 2018 | 5280 
 

It was the best year of his life. Ask him about 2017 and Nolan Arenado will tell you it was a magical time to be Nolan 

Arenado. In fact, if it were up to him, he might describe this past year as the dopest, sickest, sweetest time ever to be 

Nolan Arenado. 

He started the spring by winning a gold medal with Team USA in the World Baseball Classic. Over the course of the 

summer, he led the Rockies to their first playoff appearance in eight years. And by fall, he’d finished fourth in the National 

League’s Most Valuable Player voting, putting him in the barroom discussion for the best baseball player on Earth right 

now. In between, he was an All-Star, he hit a game-winning homer on Father’s Day—a photo of Arenado with a stream of 

blood pouring down his face, an injury sustained during the celebratory melee, became an iconic image for the season—

and he made, like, a thousand dope, sick, sweet plays at third base, which earned him the Platinum Glove as his league’s 

best fielder. He also made nearly $12 million, hit 37 home runs, surfed Laguna Beach, signed a lease on a new 12,000-

square-foot workout space, and bought his own DJ equipment. “Dude,” he says in his Southern California, surfer-bro tone 

that makes sentences sound like questions, “I think about what’s happened in my life and I can’t believe it.” 

There’s a chill in the air this morning when Arenado rolls up the large garage door that separates his indoor batting cage 

from a parking lot out back where he often plays catch with his former Little League buddy, Los Angeles Dodgers 

outfielder Trayce Thompson. He’s still damp from his weights workout, his gray hat turned backward, a patchy beard 

framing his handsome 26-year-old face. 

On this day in late January, the coastal fog slowly lifts, the apex of Saddleback Mountain still masked in a white haze. 

Arenado’s workout facility in Lake Forest, California—his hometown, just outside Irvine—is in one of those industrial 

areas, beige boxes set like Lego pieces atop a monotonous asphalt landscape. It’s exactly the type of place you wouldn’t 

think to look for a guy whose next contract will probably exceed the GDP of some small island nations. 

Arenado spends at least five days a week at his Shangri-La during the offseason, driving the 20 minutes north from his 

home in Dana Point in his pre-owned Range Rover. When he arrives, sometimes he’ll unlock the door and pause for a 

moment in the entryway, a young man unbelieving of what he’s accomplished in such a short time. “I only ever wanted to 

http://www.5280.com/2017/09/official-rockies-barely-made-playoffs/
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be a baseball player, so for me, this is really, really cool,” he says. “Like, this is what I’ve worked so hard for.” He’ll put in 

at least four hours, then spend a couple more in one of the two offices up front watching television on the couch, talking to 

his father, or trying to figure out how to work his Pioneer DJ DDJ-SR2. “This thing is awesome,” he says of the turntable, 

which he plans to bring with him to the Coors Field clubhouse this year. “I like to fade music, like one song fades into 

another? Like that,” he says. Arenado feeds his songs through speakers in his batting cage. “You make your own playlist, 

so I have my own style of music: clean rap, Spanish music, old-school.” 

Clean rap? 

“I can’t play rap that curses everywhere because I’ll get in trouble,” he says. “I’m not going to blast rap that says the N-

word and ‘F this’ and ‘F that,’ because my dad’s office is right there. He’d be pissed.” 

But mostly he likes to hit and field and throw and lift weights and get away from anything that might resemble a normal 

person’s life. Because, dude, nothing in Nolan Arenado’s life is normal anymore. 

Ask him about 2017, and Nolan Arenado might tell you about how hard it was to be Nolan Arenado. He might talk about 

all the bad things, the patently un-awesome times. He might tell you he hit .161 during the World Baseball Classic, with a 

team-high 11 strikeouts. He’ll tell you about the disappointment of having the best statistical season of his five-year 

career, how he kept checking his phone last fall when the MVP finalists were about to be announced, only to learn he 

wasn’t on the list. But mostly, he’ll tell you about October 4, when what could have been the greatest moment of his 

professional career turned into fuel for this year. 

If you’re a baseball fan, you probably remember. After a 162-game season in which the Rockies won 87 games and 

clinched the National League’s last wild-card berth, the team dropped a one-game playoff, 11-8, against the Arizona 

Diamondbacks in Phoenix. Twenty-six weeks of regular-season baseball, hundreds of hours of work—all of it obliterated 

in 234 minutes. 

After the game, while the Diamondbacks were celebrating on the field, Arenado slipped into the clubhouse. He showered 

and commiserated with his teammates. Then he changed his clothes, grabbed his glove, and…left. He didn’t pack his 

cleats or collect his bats, didn’t care about whatever he’d left behind. He was done. He didn’t return to Denver on the team 

plane; he stayed behind with his parents at the condo he owns in Scottsdale. 
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For nearly a week, he stewed while his parents watched. “Nolan was devastated,” his mother, Millie Arenado, says. “He 

takes every loss hard, but they’ve been nothing like that one. It was like he was distraught.” She sat him down and looked 

him in the eyes. “I told him he needed to keep everything in perspective,” she remembers. “I said to him, ‘You’re blessed 

to do what you’re doing. No matter what, you’re so blessed.’ ” 

 “It’s not like I’m going to jump off a cliff, Mom,” Arenado said. 

Back home in California this offseason, the freshness of the loss haunted him. He’d often go to his batting cage; between 

reps with his trainer, he’d text Charlie Blackmon or DJ LeMahieu, two of his closest teammates. They’d talk about what 

they were doing, how their workouts were going, what their families were up to. Invariably, though, the conversation would 

turn to that night in Phoenix. The Rockies had put up four runs in the first four innings against Zack Greinke, one of the 

league’s best pitchers. Arenado had hit a home run later in the game. After a few texts, one of the guys would finally peck 

out the words each of them was thinking: How did we score eight runs and lose? 

The loss was a double gut punch for Arenado because of the series that would’ve followed. The Rockies’ next opponent 

would have been the Dodgers, the team Arenado watched as a kid and the organization he had hoped would draft him out 

of high school in 2009. He’d already let his mind drift to his first playoff game at Dodger Stadium—the place he’d seen 

countless games with his family. This time, it would have been his mom and dad and two brothers (the youngest, Jonah, 

is an infielder in the San Francisco Giants organization) and cousins and old coaches and friends there to watch him. The 

moment would have been another step toward validating an already outsize career, of Arenado finally having his name 

become synonymous with playoff baseball. 

“That would have been so sick,” he says of the series that never happened. Over the winter, he’d hit and lift and think 

about that loss. He’d replay parts of the game in his mind. He’d blow past the home run he’d hit in the eighth to bring the 

Rockies within two runs of the D-backs and instead think about his four hitless at-bats. He’d relive his last swing, with one 

on and two out in the ninth inning, the one that sent that grounder to the second baseman and ended Colorado’s year. 

“After all those losing seasons, he finally got to the playoffs, and it was over like that,” his father, Fernando Arenado, says. 

“I still don’t know if he’s processed what happened.” 

So afterward, he hit and he threw and he planned his next season. Regardless of how much work he put in over the 

winter, the pain he felt that night in Arizona metastasized inside him. His father told him to take some time off, to put down 



    

22 
 

the bat and get away. You don’t need an injury with the team you have coming back next season, Fernando would say. 

Arenado didn’t listen. “I hate losing,” he says. “I hate being bad.” 

You never see this part of Nolan Arenado, because he doesn’t want you to see it. You can have him for nine months of 

the year. He wants the other three to himself. You won’t see him playing Wiffle ball at the park near his parents’ home, the 

same grassy stretch where his Little League teams competed and he earned a reputation in the neighborhood as a 

ferociously competitive kid. You won’t see him playing pingpong with his cousins or ordering a Nike care package for a 

friend who just passed the California bar exam. You won’t see him stealing his youngest brother’s baseball glove to use 

during the season. You won’t see him paying his parents’ mortgage or searching the internet for a Rolex watch to buy his 

father. You won’t see him with his girlfriend, who owns a small jewelry business. And you won’t see him lost among the 

Pacific waves, a sunbaked twentysomething bobbing on his board. This is a life that isn’t narrated on Twitter or 

documented on an Instagram feed near you. “He doesn’t want that last, tiny shred of privacy to disappear,” his mother 

says. “He doesn’t need that extra noise in his life.” 

“I don’t want to lose myself,” Arenado says, though he admits his agent’s player-relations manager wants him to start an 

Instagram account, which she’s volunteered to run. “I don’t need to be worried about what the outside world thinks. You 

post a picture, and someone is going to say something. Someone’s ugly. You look terrible. I don’t need that stuff. 

Baseball’s so stressful—you have to perform in front of everyone—and I don’t want my offseason to be stressful too.” 

“He doesn’t need the criticism,” his mother says. “He’s hard enough on himself.” 

Growing up in Lake Forest, Arenado was one of those preternaturally athletic kids who could do anything on a field and 

make it look easy. That reputation followed him just as closely as another, less pleasant, descriptor: Namely, little Nolan 

could be a total asshole. 

If something didn’t go his way—when his team lost or he popped out or made an error—he would explode. He treated 

each failure as if it threatened his very existence, as if it proved he wasn’t good enough. He’d pout. He’d throw his helmet. 

He’d slam his bat on the ground. He’d chuck his glove. When he was pitching and the umpire called a ball on a borderline 

pitch, he’d stomp a cleat into the dirt. A game might be going great, but then Nolan would pop out and fling his bat, 

prompting Fernando to ground his son on the car ride home. 
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When Nolan was nine or 10, a Little League umpire mailed the Arenados a book on how the Amish trained their horses. 

The implication was clear: Nolan was a thoroughbred who needed to be broken. 

In high school, as an overweight shortstop who could smoke the ball around the field, he learned to channel his rage—but 

just a little. “Nolan was super competitive, and at a young age, it’s hard to handle those emotions,” says Matt Chapman, 

third baseman for the Oakland A’s, who backed up Arenado at shortstop when the two were teammates at El Toro High 

School. “He’d throw his helmet or get angry, and if the coach took him out, I’d get to play.” 

“No one had the intensity like Nolan,” says Mike Gonzales, Arenado’s high school coach. “He’d go up there on every at-

bat and expect to get a hit, and when it didn’t happen, he’d be totally shocked. Here he is, just a kid, and it’s like he 

doesn’t want to disappoint anyone by getting out. He put so much on his shoulders.” 

It was, in retrospect, competitiveness run amok. “I was probably a little too sensitive,” Arenado says now. “I’d get 

flustered. I knew I had to clean it up because everyone was making fun of me. I’m sure it was embarrassing for my 

parents. I wish I wouldn’t have acted like that, but I was a kid and I wanted to win.” Still, even today Arenado isn’t beyond 

making a break for the tunnel behind the dugout if something goes wrong. If you see him carrying a bat, now you know 

what’s likely to happen. 

On an early June night two years ago in San Diego, Matt Kemp hit a home run in the first inning that put the Padres up 

3-0 against the Rockies. In the dugout between innings, a television camera caught Arenado yelling at his teammates, 

barking in catcher Nick Hundley’s face. Rockies manager Walt Weiss moved in, as did one of the coaches, Stu Cole. 

Arenado wasn’t having it. Not even halfway into the season, his team was almost 10 games out of first place. Now the 

Rockies had put themselves in a hole again. With the season already slipping away, Arenado’s face darkened as he 

screamed. Hundley pushed Arenado with his catcher’s mitt. Arenado pointed at his own heart. Pointed at the rest of the 

players in the dugout. He pointed at the field. For those 30 seconds, his rage was on full display. After the game, which 

the Rockies lost 4-0, Arenado said he was frustrated, that he should have slipped into the tunnel and let it out. “The boys 

know I love them,” he said of his teammates. “Just, losing is getting old.” 

“Nolan takes every loss so personally, and that’s probably clouded how people have thought of him,” Millie says. “He 

wants nothing but to be the best teammate and son and brother, but people haven’t seen that all the time. He’s 

misunderstood. People have no idea what he’s gone through to be here, the disappointments.” 
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Arenado will never forget the time he was picked for the United States’ Junior Olympic 16U baseball team as a 15-year-

old, only to have the offer rescinded as his dad was making flight arrangements. His mother won’t forget when her son 

was 14 and the family traveled to Omaha, Nebraska, for a tournament—then discovered the coach brought a kid from 

another team to play his position. That night in the hotel room, Millie said she wanted him to remember the pain of sitting 

on the bench. “That’s because,” she told her son, “it will never happen again.” 

Arenado hit .517 his senior year, but scouts tended to focus on his measly five home runs. He could make all his plays 

from the left side of the infield, but the Phillies and Pirates saw him as a catcher. Under base running, his 2009 draft 

scouting report reads, “It’s not part of his game.” Under running speed: “He’s duck-footed and lumbers.” His high school 

coach will tell you that Arenado was a little chubby, that he was never even considered the best player in the area, that he 

didn’t make the varsity team until his sophomore year, and that he didn’t become a regular at shortstop until he was a 

junior. 

“All these things made me want to prove everyone wrong,” Arenado says. Jon Lukens was the first scout from the Rockies 

to see Arenado, back in 2008. “The kid was thick-legged,” Lukens remembers. Though Arenado had spent his time away 

from the field feasting on chili dogs and Wienerschnitzel, he also had an uncanny ability to line baseballs to the opposite 

field in ways even some pros couldn’t. Eventually, Rockies scouts recommended that the organization draft the teenager. 

“I’d be lying if I said I could see the player Nolan would become,” Lukens says. “But there was still a really good player in 

there.” 

The Rockies and Dodgers were Arenado’s preferred teams. Both clubs wanted to give Arenado a shot at third base if he 

could get his weight under control. In May 2009, as he watched names come off the draft board, a renewed feeling of 

being disrespected washed over him. “I knew I was better,” he says of the players selected ahead of him. The Rockies 

took Arenado with the 59th overall pick, the 25th high schooler selected. When Blackmon saw the lumbering teenager on 

a baseball field for the first time, he wondered why the general manager wasted a draft pick. 

After Arenado’s first full season in the low minors, where he hit .308 with 12 home runs for the Asheville Tourists, he went 

to California to work with Troy Tulowitzki, then the franchise shortstop. During the few weeks Arenado spent with 

Tulowitzki outside San Jose, he took in everything: his daily workout regimen, the way Tulowitzki hit off a tee, the food he 

ate, the time he went to bed, and the time he got up to do it all over again. 
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Arenado lost 25 pounds that offseason, then dropped more the next year. He added strength and flexibility. He asked 

coaches to smash balls to his left and to his right before games, to drop little rollers in front of him. He’d grab the ball 

barehanded; he’d do the fade-away jump made famous by Derek Jeter; he’d do the Tulo spin-and-throw. He never 

wanted to be surprised. Every play he made during a game, he’d done hundreds of times when hardly anyone was 

watching. “You’ve never seen someone work that hard in your life,” says Cole, the Rockies’ third base coach and fielding 

instructor. “Nolan wanted to show he was a big leaguer. Anyone who’d doubted him—they’d eventually come to regret it.” 

When Bud Black, the Rockies’ manager, thinks about his superstar’s 2017 season, it’s not the game-winning home run 

against the Giants or any of those diving plays at third base that come to mind. It’s those moments after the game, win or 

lose, when Arenado stood in front of his locker. 

“When I see him there and he untucks his shirt and takes his jersey off and his T-shirt’s all wet and his hair’s disheveled 

and his eye black is sort of running down his face and he’s just tired—that’s what I like,” Black says. “I see that look on 

him and I know he gave it everything he had.” 

The previous years had been different; the young third baseman could feel it in the clubhouse almost from the first day of 

each of those seasons. As the losses piled up, Arenado would watch guys shower and take off, a stream of teammates 

heading for the door. “I like to stay around, talk about the game,” Arenado says. But no one wanted to talk. An 88-loss 

season became 96 losses the next year, then 94 losses after that. The 2016 season had been a particularly difficult one 

for Arenado. Though the Rockies’ 75 wins had been the most since he joined the team, the constant losing had finally 

taken its toll. “Going to the ballpark was awful,” Arenado says. “It wasn’t fun. We were playing to lose—like, to just get it 

over with.” 

Weiss resigned after the 2016 season and was replaced by Black, a longtime manager and former big league pitcher. 

Black was known as a player’s manager, a man who had his guys’ backs, who trusted his team but demanded 

performance in return. With Black’s presence, the team got its lift. 

After the first games this past year, Arenado noticed that a couple of players were sticking around the locker room and 

talking—rehashing key moments, describing how certain pitchers attacked them. A few weeks later, even more stayed. 

Arenado, Blackmon, LeMahieu, and first baseman Mark Reynolds were constants after games. They’d pop a few beers 

and talk for hours nearly every night. “The worst thing for me is going home and not talking it out, having it consume me,” 
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Arenado says. “I think that’s why we did better, because we sat and hung out and talked. It’s healthy. If you hold 

something in, it’ll consume you. It was awesome. We were a team.” 

“We had a tight group, and by winning and having that chemistry, it was easy to hang out,” LeMahieu says. “Last year, we 

had confidence. It wasn’t just hope. In the past we were hopeful we could do it, but looking around at that talent, there was 

a belief we were a different Rockies group than we had been in the past.” 

On September 30, plastic sheets lined the clubhouse as players filed in to celebrate the team clinching its first playoff 

appearance since 2009. As Arenado jumped around the room and sprayed Champagne and beer into the air, it was as if 

he’d momentarily stepped outside himself. Everything had been worth it. “That was awesome,” Arenado says. “That was 

one of the best times of my life.” 

He was tired of hearing about Coors Field, how anyone could hit there. So Nolan Arenado set a goal for 2017: He’d hit 

better on the road than he’d ever done before. And he did it. 

When the MVP finalists were announced this past November and Arenado realized he had finished outside the top three, 

there were no slammed bats. There was no shouting. “It hurt for a while,” he admits, “but I had to get over it.” Instead of 

pouting, he drove to his batting cage in Lake Forest the next day and lifted weights and hit and threw. 

Less than a month before he’d report to spring training in Arizona, Arenado swung his 32-ounce bat a few times, then 

stepped to the rubber plate to face his longtime trainer, Brian Strelitz, who stood behind a metal-framed screen a few 

dozen feet away. As Strelitz zipped baseballs toward home, Arenado smashed each one, the crack of bat on cowhide 

filling the room. He’d rest a few minutes, letting Thompson, the Dodgers outfielder, get in some swings. They switched off 

for a while, then hit off a tee. After about an hour, the pair went to the parking lot and played catch. 

Arenado signed the lease on this space late last year, making 2017-’18 his first offseason with a dedicated workout space 

that belongs only to him. He and his father decorated it with framed jerseys from his career, including the dirt- and blood-

stained one from Father’s Day when he hit the walk-off homer against the Giants that completed the first cycle (a single, 

double, triple, and home run in one game) of his career. There are dozens of photos hanging on the walls: Arenado with 

Hank Aaron; Arenado with Vin Scully. Above a photo of Arenado high-fiving Todd Helton is a small sign that reads, 

“Winners don’t wait for chances. They take them.” 
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In a room up front, near a suite of offices he shares with his dad, three trophy cases stand sentinel. One houses three of 

his five Gold Glove awards. Rings from Arenado’s three All-Star Game appearances are placed next to the only 

championship ring he owns, from his El Toro High sectional championship team. Next to a collection of his home-run balls 

from past years, Arenado has an autographed jersey from Tulowitzki. “Love you like a brother!” it reads. “Never lose that 

work ethic. It’s such an honor watching you play!!” 

After they’re done throwing, Thompson packs up and leaves. Fernando is gone too. Arenado stays around for a couple 

more hours. He thinks about his turntable and the music he wants to play. He thinks about breaking in the latest glove he 

took from his little brother. He wonders how he could get an autographed jersey from Derek Jeter to hang on the wall in 

his office. 

When it’s time to go, Arenado makes sure the back door is locked. He sets the security alarm up front. When he steps into 

the California sunlight, he squints his eyes. “It’s almost time for baseball,” he says. “Man, I can’t wait.” 

When he returns to Denver this month, Arenado knows the talk surrounding him will most certainly center on his $29.5 

million contract, which is set to expire this year. You don’t lead your team to its first playoff appearance in nearly a decade 

and cement yourself as one of the game’s best players without folks talking about money—namely, how much of it you 

might make. If the Rockies allow his contract to expire, Arenado and the team will be forced into an arbitrated agreement 

in 2019. If that season passes without a deal, Arenado will become an unrestricted free agent. Early estimates have him 

pegged for at least a $200 million payday, easily one of the richest contracts in baseball history. He will be 28 by then, a 

franchise cornerstone and a perennial MVP candidate—a future Hall of Famer suddenly available to the highest bidder. 

Not that his next contract will be about money. This, after all, is a man who bought a used Chevrolet Tahoe and a 

pingpong table with the $625,000 signing bonus he got after high school. “Not to be arrogant,” he says, “but I’ve got 

money now. If baseball ended, I’d be OK for the rest of my life. I just want to go to the World Series and win.” 

And that is the most frightening thing a fan of the purple and black can hear. In the organization’s 25 seasons, the team 

has made the playoffs only four times—tied for the sixth-fewest appearances among major league clubs during that span. 

The team won the National League pennant once, in 2007, when the Rockies were swept by the Boston Red Sox in the 

World Series—and Arenado was still in high school. With that history in mind, it’s difficult to imagine Arenado in a Rockies 

uniform if the team doesn’t make the playoffs again this year. 
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Ask him about it and he is, not surprisingly, noncommittal about his future. But he does offer some clues to his thinking. 

“I’ll say this: I admire Derek Jeter,” he says. “I admire Todd Helton. Guys who stuck with an organization their whole 

careers. There’s something to be said for that, for sure. I’d agree there’s something to be said for that for me. But I also 

don’t want to be Todd in the fact of only going to the playoffs twice in a 17-year career. That’s not worth it to me. I want to 

win. I want to go to the playoffs, and that’s what drives me. We’ll see what happens. 

“Tulo used to say, ‘I’ve won Gold Gloves, I’ve won Silver Sluggers, I finished top five in the MVP. I want to win now. I want 

a World Series trophy.’ I’m not taking the Gold Glove and all that for granted, but October? That’s what you think about as 

a kid. Dude, that’s what you want.” 

In every way possible, this year is perhaps the most important in the team’s existence. There’s a core of good, young 

starting pitchers, and the team spent $106 million this past winter on three relievers, a position that’s central to any team’s 

success in the postseason. Then there’s the matter of Blackmon and LeMahieu—both All-Stars and batting champions—

whose contracts are set to expire at the season’s end. Arenado’s told his parents he’s worried about what might happen 

next; if a Blackmon extension might mean the team couldn’t also afford to keep LeMahieu, one of the best second 

basemen in the game. And here’s the worst-case scenario: What if neither re-signs with the Rockies? 

Arenado thinks back to his rookie year, with Tulowitzki and Helton and Carlos Gonzalez in the clubhouse. Tulowitzki 

showed him what it meant to be a big leaguer. Helton showed him what it was to be a legend in a city. Gonzalez 

supported him every step. All these years later, it’s Arenado who’s the attraction, the star, the franchise cornerstone. 

“There’s a mutual interest, for sure” on a contract extension between the Rockies and him, Arenado says, then adds, “but 

negotiations are weird.” 

 “I think there’s been enough time spent with each other that both parties feel like [contract negotiations] are the best use 

of our time,” Rockies general manager Jeff Bridich says. “Anything we do in this realm, whether it’s for Nolan or anybody 

else, it’s definitely not going to be for public consumption until there’s resolution one way or the other. We have a keen 

understanding of the kind of player Nolan is and the type of player he is in our organization. Those things aren’t lost on us 

at all.” 

So could Arenado move on from the team that drafted him? Could he leave one of the teams that believed he could play 

third base in the majors, the team where he became a superstar? “It won’t be easy, but this is a business,” Arenado says. 



    

29 
 

“It is what it is. They’re going to do what’s best for the team, and I’ve got to do what’s best for my career, and I want to 

win. I love being a Rockie, but I don’t want to lose. I would like to win.” 
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Built from the Mound Up 
By Doug Ottewill - April 2, 2018 | Mile High Sports 
 
Wade Davis is seated at a small table inside the Rockies clubhouse at Salt River Fields. 

Wade Davis is playing Sudoku. 

Wade Davis is asked if – once he’s free – he’d be willing to chat for a minute or two. 

Wade Davis continues playing Sudoku. 

“Only when you’re done – with the game, that is. Only if you’ve got time…” 

Wade Davis looks up. Wade Davis offers an icy stare. Wade Davis pauses. 

“Don’t think I’ll have time today.” 

“Okay. Maybe I’ll catch you later…” 

“Let’s do it,” Davis says. “Let’s knock it out.” 

Davis’ intensity is predictable. His willingness to reconsider the interview is not. 

“You sure? Great. It won’t take long.” 

A bumbling, stumbling question ensues, the gist of which is this: Why would Wade Davis, the hottest free agent closer on 

the market, come to – of all places – Colorado, a place known far and wide as a pitcher’s pit of misery? 

“You know, the Rockies have always been a hitting team. Then, for two straight seasons, two top closers have signed with 

the Rockies. From an outside perspective, what changed? Five years ago, the top free agent pitchers wouldn’t have done 

that…” 

Wade Davis looks up inquisitively, or perhaps he’s just irritated. 

“I don’t know too much about the history of what people decided to do.” 
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With all due respect to Wade Davis, the new Colorado Rockies closer and the highest-paid reliever in the history of 

baseball, that’s practically a lie. 

Everyone knows about the history of pitching at the foot of the Rocky Mountains. Everyone, knows that no pitcher in his 

right mind would voluntarily pitch at Coors Field, where the altitude is high and the ERAs are higher. Nobody – not since 

“Hampton and Neagle” – willfully chooses Colorado as a place to do the one thing that simply can’t be done at one mile 

above sea level: Pitch. 

Until now. 

In case you haven’t noticed, the Colorado Rockies – those blasted Blake Street Bombers – are suddenly a pitching team. 

A team that many believe will again contend for a playoff spot, perhaps even compete with the Dodgers for the National 

League West crown, is built from the mound up. 

When Bud Black agreed in November of 2016 to manage the Rockies, most viewed it at as a refreshing step in the right 

direction. At last, the Rockies were looking outside the organization and seeking help from a former pitcher. 

When free agent closer Greg Holland signed with the Rockies not long after Black’s arrival, eyebrows were raised. At one 

point, Holland was considered one of the game’s best closers. However, he’d sat out the entire 2016 season recovering 

from Tommy John surgery. The respected reliever signing with Colorado came with an asterisk – it looked as if the 

Rockies and Holland were accepting a mutual risk, otherwise he might have landed elsewhere. 

The Holland signing worked out well for both parties; behind a historically young staff that performed better than expected 

and Holland’s franchise-best 41 saves, the Rockies found themselves in the postseason for only the fourth time in club 

history. More notable than the playoff appearance was the fact that pitching was a huge, if not the biggest, reason why – 

an odd notion in Colorado to say the least. 

Then, Wade Davis and Bryan Shaw signed. 

In just two offseasons, three top pitchers had opted – on their very own – to become Colorado Rockies. 

Huh? 
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If Wade Davis didn’t know the perception, the horror stories, or the cold, hard truth that surrounds the first 23 years of 

pitching and the Colorado Rockies, Jeff Bridich certainly did. 

The realization that the Rockies had issues on the mound was not revolutionary. Everybody (other than, ahem, Wade 

Davis) knew that. But fixing the problem was an effort that began long before Bridich convinced Black to manage the 

team. 

Those in the know all point to the same thing, a three-day meeting that’s now referred to as “the pitching summit.” 

Three and a half years ago, not long after he became the general manager following the 2014 season, Bridich, along with 

pitching coaches Darren Holmes and Steve Foster, called timeout – then they called the so-called summit. 

Bridich had been with the organization since 2004 and held various roles – managing the team’s minor league operations, 

then becoming the director of baseball operations and ultimately the director of player development. He knew the players 

already in the system, most importantly the pitchers and catchers, and he knew the coaches who coached them. He had 

ideas but chooses his words carefully when he’s asked, “What was going wrong?” 

“Any answer to that question is a dangerous one because it dredges up history,” he says. “We don’t spend a lot of time 

and energy reliving history.” 

There might have been “some issues with connectedness,” and there were times he didn’t believe everybody was “pulling 

on the same end of the rope at the same time.” 

But, “In the history of baseball,” he’s quick to point out, “that has happened a billion times.” 

Foster, who had been with the Kansas City Royals from 2010 to 2014, says, “The overwhelming credit goes to Jeff Bridich 

and his vision. I consider him a great visionary.” 

Foster had a track record of his own that included a trip to the 2014 World Series. The next season, Foster’s first with the 

Rockies, the pitching staff he’d assembled and developed in Kansas City returned to the Fall Classic and won. Initially, 

Foster held the role of the Royals’ major league bullpen coach; in 2013 the organization promoted him to a special 

assistant to the general manager and pitching coordinator, where he oversaw the entire organization’s pitching staff from 
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top to bottom. When Foster joined the Royals, the team’s bullpen was second to last in the majors in ERA (5.02), but it 

improved every year under his guidance. 

“[I was] in charge of all the all the pitching coaches in the minor league [system] and 100-plus minor league pitchers,” he 

explains. 

“That’s where ‘The Plan’ originated.” 

While its origins may be traced back to Kansas City, Foster’s plan didn’t fully materialize until that all-important Rockies 

pitching summit. 

The Plan, as Foster describes it, is a manual. 

“It’s not a thick manual. It’s not some encyclopedia to pitching. It’s not pixie dust. It’s a plan,” he says. 

“It’s our plan.” 

Adds Holmes: “Everyone sat in a room for three days and hashed out the plan. Everybody came to an agreement that 

‘this is how we’re going to do it.’ Then the book was written.” 

“Everyone” included any pitching coach, scout or coordinator employed by the Rockies at every level. Daryl Scott, 

formerly the club’s minor league pitching coordinator and currently its catching coordinator; Mark Wiley, who serves as the 

director of pitching operations for the Rockies; farm director Zach Wilson; and Doug Linton, currently the minor league 

pitching coordinator, all had ample input. 

Foster is still able to rattle off a list of concerns identified by the group. 

“The guys that we had at the major league level couldn’t control the running game, didn’t pitch with tempo, showed their 

emotions often, couldn’t plus-and-minus pitch – and many of them didn’t. [There] wasn’t enough variance and controlling 

the strike zone. Too many walks. 

“[It was] recognition through observation, recognizing ‘Okay if this is what we’re going to have, then we’re going to have a 

problem. We need to figure out a plan together.’ 
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“I think it was a critical moment in time for the mindset and culture of pitching at Coors Field,” he says. 

For a franchise that had always held the theory “we can outslug you,” a new culture – of pitching – was born. 

Says Holmes, who had success with the Rockies as a relief pitcher during the height of the Blake Street Bombers Era 

(1993-97), “That’s the moment it started – right there.” 

But this shift in culture was far more than “Kum Ba Yah,” sunflower seeds and high-fives. There were strict specifics to the 

plan. While not a thick manual, it was still a manual. It had rules and instructions, guidelines as to how pitching was to be 

handled, from the type of pitcher the group believed could have success at Coors Field to the way he would be taught 

every step of the way, from draft or acquisition to stepping onto the mound at 20th and Blake. 

“We’re going to have controls, and within these controls we’re going to teach and train from the bottom all the way up,” 

explains Foster. “We did it because we wanted to make sure that when guys got to the major leagues, even though 

there’s always development that will take place even at the major league level, they’re further in the development process 

with a plan. 

“Those who fail to plan, plan to fail.” 

Holmes, as any Rockies pitcher will tell you, is the tactical one. He can look at arm motion, stride, grip or release and 

detect the smallest imperfection – and then fix it. But there’s no denying he, and the organization in general, knows that a 

Rockies uniform fits best on a certain type of pitcher. 

“[We wanted] to go after hard four-seam guys, good spin rates on curveballs, sliders, mechanically sound guys,” Holmes 

says. “Basically, it’s not like you’re pitching away from contact, but your stuff has less contact. You’re going to give up a 

[few] more home runs, but the ball is not going to be put in play as much. 

“When you play in the biggest field in baseball, you try to eliminate the ball being put in play.” 

While Holmes tirelessly studies and tinkers with the nuts and bolts of an effective Coors Field pitcher, Foster handles the 

mental aspect – perhaps even the spiritual aspect – of pitching for the Colorado Rockies. 

“Foster is a very good speaker,” says staff ace Jon Gray. “Very motivational.” 
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Foster utilizes and explains what he calls the “Five E’s.” 

“Encourage, because it’s tough. 

“Engage, have a relationship, build a bridge, have a conduit between us and the player. 

“Equip, [Holmes] does a lot of that with the things that he has in his study and his background and his training with an eye 

to see detail. 

“We Empower them. We encourage them and then we free them up. Do what you do. We don’t say, ‘You must do it this 

way.’ You’re good at what you’re good at. Be great at what you’re great at. 

“Then, we Edify them. We want them to hear us speaking highly of them, because it’s a very tough mental place to 

succeed.” 

Like Holmes, Foster knows what he wants to see in every hurler within the organization. 

“Mental toughness. Talent. Humble. All of them,” Foster says. “When you put a group as large as we have together, 

usually you have some really high egos in that group. What we have right now is a group of young, humble, hungry, 

mentally tough, talented pitchers. 

“Again, credit goes to Jeff Bridich, the visionary.” 

In December of 2000, just eight seasons into their existence, the Colorado Rockies and newly appointed general manager 

Dan O’Dowd made a move that excited fans almost as much as the birth of the team or its 1995 postseason appearance. 

In retrospect however, the move – or at least the results of it – may have crippled the organization for the next 15 

seasons. 

Having witnessed lackluster pitching for most of the franchise’s existence, O’Dowd aimed to fix the pitching problem with 

one fell swoop. His first big move as GM was to sign two of the top free agent pitchers on the market – two-time All-

Star Denny Neagle, and Mike Hampton, who had finished second in Cy Young voting just two seasons prior. Neagle’s 

contract was for five years, $51 million. Hampton’s was even more monstrous, coming in at eight years, $121 million. At 

the time, it was the largest contract in baseball history. Hampton’s Rockies agreement is still the 76th largest in the history 

of sports. 
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Both pitchers were utterly disastrous. 

Hampton lasted just two years in Colorado before being traded. His record was a paltry 21-28, while the 3.59 ERA he’d 

enjoyed over seven seasons in Houston, and the 3.14 ERA he saw with the Mets just before heading west, ballooned to 

5.75 in Colorado. 

The 33-year-old Neagle was arguably worse. Over three seasons and 65 starts, he won just 19 games (while losing 23). 

His ERA with the Rockies came in at 5.57. The off-field problems that ultimately ended his career as a major leaguer were 

even uglier than his numbers. 

For the next 11 years, it seemed that the Hampton-Neagle experiment defined the Rockies’ approach to pitching. Either 

O’Dowd was forever gun shy of signing another marquee (see expensive) pitcher, perhaps buying into the concept that 

pitchers simply couldn’t pitch at altitude, or owner Dick Monfort was unwilling to take another big-money gamble on 

O’Dowd’s advice. It also didn’t help that the media, both locally and nationally, had developed a narrative that pitching in 

the thin, dry air of Colorado was a futile effort at best. 

Regardless of the culprit, not a single highly touted free agent pitcher made his way to the Rockies clubhouse in the years 

that followed the Hampton and Neagle signings. Most hurlers were brought up from within. Even the best performers had 

serious shortcomings: Shawn Chacon, an All-Star in 2003 who went 2-16 over the next year and half before being 

traded; Aaron Cook, an All-Star in 2008 who is No. 2 on the franchise wins list but won double-digit games just twice in his 

10 years in Colorado; Ubaldo Jimenez, an All-Star in 2010 traded away after a disappointing start to 2011. Others seemed 

to be journeymen just happy for the opportunity to earn a major league paycheck. Of those journeymen, only Jorge De La 

Rosa, the franchise wins leader with 86, had any sustained success, and even that was intermittent. Simply put, there is 

nothing special about the Rockies’ most accomplished pitchers. 

Perhaps the greatest thing about Jeff Bridich, a Harvard grad who is now widely considered to be one of the brightest 

minds in baseball, is that he wasn’t around when the Rockies inked Hampton and Neagle. Or maybe more accurately, he 

was willing to forget. 

Still, to most who have followed the Rockies over their 25 years, it’s difficult to comprehend the likes of Wade Davis and 

Bryan Shaw, two pitchers with no ties to the organization and presumably their pick of the litter, would actually venture 

anywhere near Colorado. 
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 “There are a couple different reasons for that,” Bridich suggests. “One is that, most often, veteran players who are free 

agents and have a choice in where they want to go want to go play for a team that they feel like can win games, can get 

into the playoffs, and can challenge for a division title – can challenge for a NL title, can challenge for a World Series 

berth. That’s an important part of it. 

“The second ingredient would be, frankly, we’ve decided to invest more money into the process.” 

There it is. The almighty buck. The currency that makes the Yankees the Yankees, the Dodgers the Dodgers. 

The Rockies the Rockies? 

Bridich has committed roughly $51.16 million of the Rockies’ estimated $140.76 million 2018 active payroll to pitching, 

according to figures on the salary tracking website spotrac.com. $30.5 million of that is going to three free agent relievers, 

Davis, Shaw and Jake McGee. 

“A hard to sell to Dick?” Bridich asks, rephrasing the question he’s just been asked. “Not really.” 

He continues. 

“We’re pretty connected in the front office, too. Dick is very interested and involved, and he’s certainly connected to the 

team. He’s connected to the payroll, connected to our development process. He’s connected to the baseball piece. If you 

look back four seasons ago, including this year, so 2015, our payroll was $95 million. This year, probably by the end of the 

year, we’re going to be pushing $140 million. 

“There’s been growth there, payroll-wise, which is great. The organization is healthy, it’s doing well. There’s a general 

growth plan that’s in place, so we’re able to look at each other and say, ‘Okay how are we going to act on this?’ 

“I think it’s pretty obvious that we were pointed and aggressive from a relief pitching and catching perspective in free 

agency this year.” 

It is counterintuitive. It is not the Rockies way. 
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Behind closed doors, however, it has become the Rockies way. One can assume – probably safely – that at some point 

not long after Bridich was handed the reins, a very pointed conversation took place in Dick Monfort’s office. The topic? 

Pitching, of course. 

“There was part of the strategic decision at the time to say, ‘Okay. We’ve got to be able to take risks here – and be okay 

taking risks as it relates to pitching. Our risk tolerance has to change,’” says Bridich. “It’s not like in the past we had shied 

away from trying to bring pitchers here. The shift isn’t polar; it’s just that on the spectrum of what we need to do to create 

a healthy organization, to create a healthy major league team that is going to contend, we were going to need to be a little 

bit more okay with risk on the pitching side.” 

So here they are, the 2018 Rockies. The Blake Street. . . Bumpers? 

“We believe great pitching can pitch in an ice arena,” Steve Foster says, speaking for both himself and Darren Holmes. 

“Coors Field, The Ballpark in Arlington, Philadelphia, Cincinnati – we believe it.” 

Adds Bridich: “I do believe we can pitch, and I do believe we will pitch well this year.” 

The term “sophomore slump” is shrugged off in Scottsdale like it’s a silly notion. There’s an air of confidence that seeps 

from the rubber on the mound clear up to the purple button atop a Rockies cap. It’s the kind of confidence that’s born of 

preparation, but also of simply not knowing notto be confident. Youth is bold and brash. Reliever Mike Dunn is the oldest 

member of the team’s pitching staff; he turns 33 in May. There are only six Rockies pitchers older than 30, all of them 

relievers. 

Just down the hall from Bud Black’s office is a theatre where Foster is addressing the 30 pitchers invited to the major 

league camp. 

“Anyone with 10 years of [MLB] experience stand up,” he bellows. 

Holmes and Wiley stand up; both occupy places on the org chart, not the roster. 

“Six years or more. . .” 

Davis and Shaw stand up. 



    

39 
 

“Three years of experience or more. . .” 

Another three or four stand. 

“Two years?” 

Four more stand; the rest remain seated. 

“I always heard that [it was tough to pitch in Colorado], but I cannot tell you,” says 25-year-old Carlos Estévez, who enters 

his third season as a major leaguer. “I’d never been in the big leagues. I don’t know how it is with other teams. For me, 

this is how it is everywhere. This is the baseball that I’m supposed to pitch, and this is how I’ve got to perform. It is only 

this, because I’ve only been here and it’s all I know.” 

The 2017 performance of the Rockies’ young staff was nearly unimaginable. From rookies Kyle Freeland, German 

Marquez, Antonio Senzatela and Jeff Hoffman, the Rockies were the beneficiaries of 93 starts and 38 wins. 

“I think they were trying to outdo one another,” says No. 1 starter Jon Gray, “and none of them are scared and go fire it 

against the best teams.” 

Gray, Chad Bettis, the eldest Rockies starter at age 28, and third-year man Tyler Anderson all experienced ample time on 

the DL last season. With their healthy return, it’s quite possible that one or more young starters from last season will 

begin, or eventually contribute, in the bullpen. 

“There are no spots that are legitimately locked down,” says Freeland. “So everyone is chomping at the bit to get their 

spot and get their shot, and doing everything they can to be the best that they can be. That’s creating competition 

between all of us, and that’s only going to make us better as pitchers and as a pitching staff as a whole.” 

Tough decisions lie ahead for Black, Holmes and Foster. 

“This is the maybe the best depth this organization has ever had. By far,” says Holmes. “But whenever you look at other 

organizations like the Yankees, Houston – top-tier organizations – this is what they have.” 

Says Foster: “The higher the flag is on the flagpole, the stronger the wind blows. Reality is that this is the major leagues. 

We’re trying to make a major league team.” 
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The vibe surrounding the Rockies this season is big league. Many times the laughing stock of the majors, the Rockies 

indisputably have a big league payroll, a big league skipper, big league hitters, big league starters and big league 

relievers. 

“It feels like it’s different,” says McGee. “Last year when Bud got here it was a whole different mindset, and everyone 

bought into it.” 

A few lockers down, Bettis says what every Rockies player and fan wants to hear: 

“No one’s afraid to pitch at Coors anymore.” 

After 25 years of Colorado Rockies baseball, it’s a very strange notion to grasp. Had anyone previously offered such a 

suggestion, it would have been dismissed as balderdash, rah-rah stuff from the clubhouse, “coach speak” – or worse yet, 

a downright lie. This season, while Bettis and others say it, the presence of Davis and Shaw – at least to some degree – 

proves it. 

But baseball is an old, old game. And in its history, the only statements that matter are the those spoken at the end of the 

season. What the Rockies did last year, or what they say in Scottsdale, are of little importance. 

“You look at the teams that win, go right to the team’s pitching statistics,” says Bud Black, who won a World Series as a 

pitcher with the Kansas City Royals in 1985. “You see the Dodgers, Nationals – last year, the Diamondbacks. 

“The teams that win pitch well. 

“For us to win, we’ve got to pitch well.” 

Can the Rockies really – finally – pitch? 

Wade Davis certainly thinks so. 
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In stacked NL West, Rockies must be ready to attack 
By Casey Light - April 1, 2018 | Mile High Sports 
 

Opportunities to score runs come few and far between against elite pitchers in Major League Baseball. The Colorado 

Rockies experienced that firsthand on Saturday night in Arizona against four-time All-Star and former Cy 

Young winner Zack Greinke. 

The key to getting victories against pitchers of Greinke’s caliber? Being ready to pounce on mistakes in the rare instances 

they occur. 

Charlie Blackmon did just that against Greinke and helped deliver a clutch 2-1 victory in the final game of Colorado’s 

season-opening series against the Diamondbacks. 

Greinke cruised through the first five innings Saturday night, striking out eight and allowing just three hits to that point. 

Blackmon came to the plate at the top of the sixth and sent the first pitch he saw from Greinke that inning, a curveball left 

over the middle of the plate, 408 feet over the right-field wall to tie the ballgame. 

Rockies Manager Bud Black said postgame that Blackmon’s aggressive approach over the past few seasons — 

something that helped produce a batting title and set and MLB record for RBIs out of the leadoff spot in 2017 — is 

something the club as a whole is trying to adopt. 

“He’s a good hitter. I think he’s really come into his own the last couple years. He’s dangerous, and I think Charlie’s 

proven that he’s got to be feared from the first pitch on,” Black said. “We’re talking about that a little bit as a group, too. 

From the first pitch on, be ready.” 

Colorado this season will face more than their fair share of pitchers of Greinke’s quality playing in the National League 

West. The Dodgers have four 10-game winners returning from 2017, including three-time Cy Young Clayton Kershaw. 

The Giants have two-time All-Star and World Series winner Johnny Cueto, plus three-time World Series winner and World 

Series MVP Madison Bumgarner (when he recovers from a broken hand). And Arizona also has Robbie Ray, who had a 

breakout season in 2017, winning 15 games. 

The Rockies will have to be aggressive agains that gauntlet of great starters if they hope to compete for their first division 

title in club history. 
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Arizona was aggressive against the Rockies in the first two games of the series, touching Rockies starters Jon Gray for 

three runs and Tyler Anderson for five. Black, who has pitched in and won a World Series, knows firsthand how important 

that readiness is on both sides of the ball. 

“From the opponent’s standpoint — and I lived it — if the guy in the box is ready to hit, the pitcher knows it and you’ve got 

to be careful with that first one. If you’re not — heads up. You throw a ball, it’s 1-0 and you start getting into bad counts as 

a hitter. So, it’s good to see.” 

Blackmon was aggressive in his next at-bat, this time against Fernando Salas, swinging and missing at a first-pitch 

change up. Salas missed with a fastball on his next pitch and Blackmon made the righty pay, knocking his second home 

run of the game and third on the young season to give Colorado a 2-1 lead. The run would stand as the game-winner. 

Saturday’s win not only demonstrated the importance of attacking quality pitchers, but also how vital strong starting 

pitching performances will be for Colorado this year. 

Gray and Anderson put Colorado in a hole early in the first two games of the year, games the Rockies ultimately dropped. 

German Marquez on Saturday matched Greinke with 5.0 innings and one unearned run allowed. 

“It’s such a sample of three games, Black said. “You see what a starting pitching performance that keeps you in the game 

— even though it was only five innings, he kept us in the game. From there, we got a couple good swings from Charlie, 

and the bullpen did an incredible job.” 

Colorado’s bullpen pitched four scoreless innings, with Bryan Shawearning his first win in a Rockies uniform, Jake 

McGee earning his first hold of the 2018 season, and closer Wade Davis earning a save in his first appearance since 

signing the largest contract ever given to a relief pitcher. 

“It was a good baseball game. It was a good win,” Black said. 
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Colorado Rockies: What does the super bullpen need to do be great? 

by Noah Yingling18 hours ago | RoxPile 
 

In the Colorado Rockies opening series of 2018 against the Arizona Diamondbacks, the team, in general, was a 

bit inconsistent. One of the things that was inconsistent was the bullpen. However, the big name guys were very 

effective. 

In the first three games of the season, the Rockies bullpen worked a total of 13 2/3 innings. In those innings, the Rockies 

bullpen has an ERA of 4.61, which is not great. However, the horses in the bullpen (Bryan Shaw, Jake McGee, Wade 

Davis, and Chris Rusin) have looked good. Rusin is the only one who has given up any runs, thus far. His ERA is a bit 

skewed, though, because two of the three earned runs he has given up were given up when Scott Oberg allowed the 

inherited runners to score. 

Even with that, the four relievers have a combined ERA of 3.68 in 7 1/3 innings so they haven’t been as bad as the 

numbers look. So, what do each of these relievers need to be their best? 

Bryan Shaw 

The main thing that Bryan Shaw needs is cutter. Shaw is only a two pitch pitcher (cutter and slider) and, in 2017, he threw 

his cutter more than 88 percent of the time. He throws it really hard, as well, as, last September, he was 

averaging nearly 96 miles per hour on the radar gun with it. 

It generates a lot of ground balls as he got 120 ground balls in 2017, compared to 35 fly balls, 58 line drives, 73 

strikeouts. On those ground balls, batters only hit .192 against him. 

Chris Rusin 

Thus far on the season, Rusin has struggled with his control, as he has allowed 2 walks in 2 1/3 innings. Obviously, he 

needs to regain his control but he also needs to be able to find his sinker. 
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On Opening Day, 11 of his 25 pitches were sinkers and if you check out the Pitch F/X system on MLB.com, he had a few 

sinkers go way off the plate and a lot of the ones that were in the strike zone were elevated. In fact, none of his 11 sinkers 

were in the lower third of the strike zone. 

He was able to locate his sinker better on Saturday as most were in the lower third of the zone but he still had a walk and 

more balls than strikes with it so he has to find his groove with his sinker and his control. 

Jake McGee 

McGee has been good to start the season and he was pretty good for the Rockies last year. His main thing that he has to 

do, in my opinion, is mix up his pitches. In 2017, there were some months where he threw his fastball 96 percent of the 

time. 

However, he has already done that thus far as he has thrown 79 percent fastballs and 21 percent sliders thus far on the 

season and it has worked so far as he has not allowed a base runner in two innings on the season and he has struck out 

two. 

Wade Davis 

Last year, Davis averaged more than 12 strikeouts per nine innings. By and large, these came from his cutter and four-

seam fastball, which he threw around 80 percent of the time last year. 

He has done around the same the this year as 12 of his 16 pitches on the season have been fastballs or cutters and he 

struck out two of the three batters he has faced. 

Final Thoughts 

If each of these four relievers can stay in or find their niche and continue with it, the Rockies bullpen will be one of the best 

in all of baseball. Also, other relievers like Antonio Senzatela, Mike Dunn, Adam Ottavino (who has been pretty good to 

start the season), and Scott Oberg have to find their niches as well. 

However, if the Rockies bullpen can perform to their highest and they aren’t over worked by the starting rotation faltering, 

Rockies fans won’t have to be worried…even if they are a little bit nervous with their start of the season. 
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Colorado Rockies: The curious case of Trevor Story 

by Christian Espinoza16 hours ago | RoxPile 
 

At the end of the 2017 campaign, Rox Pile’s Noah Yingling wrote that a potential rebound year for Trevor 

Story would be a reason to get excited for the 2018 season. Like many players before him, Story had his fair 

share of offensive struggles during the second season of his career (in 2017). So, let us take another look at 

where the Colorado Rockies shortstop was last season, what happened this spring, and where he is with the first 

series of 2018 in the books. 

As Noah highlighted in his article, baseball fans hopped aboard the Story hype-train as he made his debut against the 

Arizona Diamondbacks in 2016. His debut was a pretty epic one at that, as Story launched two home runs off the 

heralded D-Backs’ ace, Zack Greinke, which only a couple of players have ever managed to do. 

However, the torrid start of his rookie season was put to an end by a thumb injury that required surgery. So, it wasn’t until 

this last season that we got a real look at what Story could do from an offensive standpoint for a full season. There were 

some high spots … and there were certainly some low spots, as well. 

Trevor Story – Standard Batting 

Year G R H 2B 3B HR RBI SB BB SO BA OBP SLG OPS OPS+ 

2017 145 68 120 32 3 24 82 7 49 191 .239 .308 .457 .765 86 

Provided by Baseball-Reference.com 

With a batting average of .239 through 145 games, the Rockies shortstop suffered through 191 strikeouts. That was the 

worst in the National League. Yes, the same National League that featured former Rockies teammate, Mark Reynolds. 

That is saying something. 

As cliché as it is to mention, the reality is that managers and pitchers have learned how to pitch effectively against Story. 

They know he is going to hack or (attempt to) jack, which is reinforced by his 34.4 K% and 47.9 FB% over 503-at bats in 

2017, according to FanGraphs. 

There were some promising things about Story in the 2017 season though. Despite the below-average batting average 

and inordinate amount of strikeouts, Story still connected enough to hit 32 doubles and 24 home runs, while driving in 82 

runs. As the Rockies made a push towards postseason play, Story had came alive in the last month of the season. 



    

46 
 

Story also had a great spring. He had clearly been focusing on plate discipline and creating more contact. Bud Blackhad 

even mentioned, this spring, that he could envision Story hitting fourth in this Rockies lineup, as reported by Patrick 

Saunders of The Denver Post. 

However, as history and common sense tell us, hot streaks and spring statistics have to be taken with a grain of salt. After 

three games against Arizona to start the 2018 campaign, Story has seemingly reverted right back into old habits, chasing 

balls out of the zone and getting under too many pitches. He presently has one hit (a single) and seven strikeouts in 12 at-

bats. That’s not exactly a carry-over from his solid spring … but I am here to declare that it is OK! 

It is not all doom and gloom. I mean, it is early in the season, people. The beauty of being only three games into the 

season is the sample size. We tend to overanalyze a very limited amount of data. Story has plenty opportunity to relax 

and get into a groove. However, I have already seen a few fans out there on Twitter getting impatient with Story … 

especially with Brendan Rodgers, the 22nd-ranked prospect of Baseball America’s Top 100 MLB Prospects waiting in 

the ranks. 

However, as Rox Pile’s Kevin Henry wrote, there is no rush on bringing Rodgers to the major league level just 

yet. It would obviously a knee jerk reaction to bring an underdeveloped Rodgers to the big league level to replace Story, 

especially considering Story is still a young player with a very high ceiling. 

The reality is that Trevor Story will be a pivotal piece with this season’s Rockies … for better or worse. He definitely has all 

the offensive tools to make it for the better. 

The Rockies are going to be neck-and-neck with their National League West rivals for a Wild Card spot. If they hope to 

lock that up Wild Card, and play deeper into the postseason, they are going to need Story to turn the corner. 
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