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Padres Draft Report Card 
Padres first-round pick Ryan Weathers 
By Kyle Glaser on November 13, 2018 
    
BEST PURE HITTER: SS/2B Xavier Edwards (2) shows the ingredients of a potential plus hitter 
with a simple, repeatable swing, exceptional hand-eye coordination and an advanced approach 
driven by a beyond-his-years maturity. The switch-hitter batted lefthanded almost exclusively 
after signing due to a wrist injury but should return to switch hitting in 2019.  

BEST POWER: 3B/2B Sean Guilbe (12) combines bat speed with impressive natural strength to 
produce plus raw power, if not more. He has a "do damage" mentality and looks to impact the 
ball with every swing, resulting in loud contact when he connects but also lots of strikeouts. 

FASTEST RUNNER: Edwards is a 70-grade runner who plays at that speed in the field and on 
the bases. OF Juwuan Harris (7) might beat Edwards in a 60-yard dash, but he's faster 
underway than off initial burst and plays a tick slower than Edwards in games. 

BEST DEFENSIVE PLAYER: Edwards possess strong instincts and exceptional short-area 
quickness playing up the middle. He's a plus defender at second base and shows the range, 
footwork and actions for shortstop, though his fringy-to-average arm is seen as likely to push 
him to second long-term. 

BEST ATHLETE: Harris starred in both baseball and football at Rutgers. In addition to being the 
Scarlet Knights' starting center fielder for three seasons, Harris was a Big Ten All-Freshman 
Team selection at wide receiver before converting to safety as a sophomore and tying for the 
team lead in interceptions. 

BEST FASTBALL: RHP Dylan Coleman (4) sits 94 mph as a starter, 96 as a reliever and has 
touched 99. He adds run and sink to his fastball when he gets on top of it, although he's not 
quite consistent with that yet. 

BEST SECONDARY PITCH: LHP Ryan Weathers (1) has a potential plus changeup with heavy 
sink and fade that he locates to both sides of the plate. He especially plays it off his two-seam 
fastball exceptionally well. 
 

BEST PRO DEBUT: SS Owen Miller (3) tallied 100 hits in 75 games after signing to produce 
a.336/.386/.460 slash line between short-season Tri-City and low Class A Fort Wayne. He was 
promoted to Double-A San Antonio for the Texas League playoffs and added nine more hits in 
eight postseason games. 

Padres Put Shortstop Depth On Display 

The Padres had four shortstops manning the infield at their annual fall prospect game. Drafted 
this year, Owen Miller is poised to move quickly. 

 

https://www.baseballamerica.com/about-ba/authors/kyle-glaser/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/players/98984/xavier-edwards/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/players/99033/sean-guilbe/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/players/7654/jawuan-harris/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/players/98883/dylan-coleman/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/players/98958/ryan-weathers/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/players/99265/owen-miller/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/stories/padres-put-shortstop-depth-on-display/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/stories/padres-put-shortstop-depth-on-display/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/stories/padres-put-shortstop-depth-on-display/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/stories/padres-put-shortstop-depth-on-display/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/stories/padres-put-shortstop-depth-on-display/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/stories/padres-put-shortstop-depth-on-display/
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MOST INTRIGUING BACKGROUND: Harris was one of the top two-sport athletes available in 
the 2018 draft. OF Dwanya Williams-Sutton (5) went out for soccer for the first time since he 
was seven as a high school senior and scored 24 goals to earn all-state honors in North 
Carolina. 

CLOSEST TO THE MAJORS: Miller already reached Double-A at the end of his first season. 
His mix of an advanced offensive game and defensive versatility around the infield gives him a 
chance to reach San Diego within the year. 

BEST LATE-ROUND PICK: RHP Nick Thwaites (15) didn't stand out at summer showcases 
prior to his senior year but saw his stuff jump in the spring, sitting 89-94 mph with feel to spin a 
breaking ball and feel for a changeup. 

THE ONE WHO GOT AWAY: 3B Jake Plastiak (28) intrigued as a 6-foot-3, 200-pound switch-
hitting third baseman who showed feel to hit and flashes of power, but he chose to honor his 
commitment to Wichita State rather than sign. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.baseballamerica.com/players/9242/dwanya-williams-sutton/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/players/101593/jake-plastiak/
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Where Are They Now?: Mark Grant 
By Ron Morris on November 8, 2018 
 
Mark Grant is known to Padres fans for speaking his mind. His 23rd season as TV analyst just 
completed, Grant says he wants plays to go the Padres’ way on air. Yet he is refreshingly blunt 
about a club that has suffered through eight straight losing seasons. In one 2018 game, San 
Diego’s right fielder, center fielder and second baseman all stood and watched as a high pop-up 
dropped for a base hit. 

“C’mon guys, it’s all ball bearings these days!” Grant bellowed, referencing the 1985 movie 
“Fletch” starring Chevy Chase. 

“I think part of being a color analyst is bringing a little color to the broadcast or telecast,” Grant 
said. “There are people out there who don’t like my style. That’s fine. That’s their point of view, 
and I’m cool with that.” 

That style, often humorous, includes Padres home run calls punctuated with “put another notch 
in his shillelagh,” or walking stick. When San Diego does well, Grant’s favorite phrase is “that’s 
some kinda nice.” 

That also happens to be his Web site: somekindanice.com. 

A 19-year-old Mark Grant entered 1983 regarded as one of the best pitching prospects in 
baseball. 

Back when Grant was a high school righthander in Joliet, Ill., the Major League Scouting Bureau 
regarded him as the top prospect available in the 1981 draft—but he fell to the Padres at No. 10 
overall. He advanced to San Diego in 1984 and spent eight seasons in the majors, working 
mostly in relief and recording a 4.31 ERA. 

Grant reached the majors at age 20 after blowing through the minors. He went 16-5 in 1982 for 
low Class A Clinton and led the minors with 243 strikeouts in 199 innings. 

“I thought with my ascension to the big leagues so quickly at a young age and with the stuff I 
had, I would achieve a little bit more than I actually did,” Grant said with the same straight-ahead 
style he uses in the broadcast booth. 

The highlight of his eight seasons with six clubs? 

“I had a one-two-three inning back in 1989 that I recall,” Grant said with a hearty laugh. “I can’t 
remember if it was July or August.” 

Grant graciously accepted a move to the bullpen early in his career, even though he wanted to 
remain a starter. He also helped Padres teammate Tony Gwynn secure the National League 
batting title in 1989 by striking out the Giants’ Will Clark on the next-to-last day of the season. 

https://www.baseballamerica.com/about-ba/authors/ron-morris/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/players/17486/mark-grant/
https://www.somekindanice.com/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/players/17743/tony-gwynn/
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These days, Grant and his wife of 30 years, Mary, spend much of their time as philanthropists in 
the San Diego area. Among the myriad causes they support are the St. Madeleine Sophie’s 
Center for adults with developmental disabilities, Rady Children’s Hospital and the San Diego 
chapters of the 
Down Syndrome Association and the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. 

The couple has three grown children, including 21-year-old Aidan, who is autistic and has Down 
syndrome. 

“He’s a sweet kid,” Grant said. “He has his moments, like all of us do. But he is awesome and 
healthy. That’s the main thing. He’s living a good life and he’s a joy to have.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://stmsc.org/
http://stmsc.org/
https://www.rchsd.org/
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Inbox: Who will be Padres' Opening Day SS? 
Beat reporter AJ Cassavell answers questions from San Diego fansth, 2018 
 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
 

SAN DIEGO -- The next month will be an active one for A.J. Preller and the rest of the Padres' 
front office. 

The Friars have a handful of roster decisions to make by next Tuesday. They're still kicking 
the tires on shortstops, third basemen, starting pitching and relief pitching. And the Winter 
Meetings (Dec. 9-13) loom in Las Vegas. 

With that in mind, here's a look at some of your most pressing questions surrounding the Padres 
this offseason: 

Right now, who's the favorite to start at shortstop on Opening Day? 
-- William 

Let's expand on this because there are so many options, and really no clear favorite. Here are 
my (totally hypothetical) Opening Day shortstop odds for the Padres: 

Luis Urias: 3-to-1 
Freddy Galvis: 3-to-1 
Greg Garcia: 8-to-1 
Adeiny Hechavarria: 10-to-1 
Alcides Escobar: 20-to-1 
Asdrubal Cabrera: 20-to-1 
Jordy Mercer: 20-to-1 
Javy Guerra: 25-to-1 
Jose Iglesias: 30-to-1 
Marwin Gonzalez: 40-to-1 
Fernando Tatis Jr.: 50-to-1 
Christian Villanueva: 100-to-1 
Manny Machado: 500-to-1 

The Padres have been dropping hints that Urias is an option to play shortstop early next 
season. He's their second baseman of the future, but they really like his positional flexibility. 
Urias would have started a handful of September games at short if his callup hadn't been cut 
short by a left hamstring injury. 

Of course, if Galvis is back, he's going to start at shortstop on Opening Day. (And he'll likely 
start there regularly until Tatis, MLB Pipeline's No. 2 overall prospect, is ready). Right now, 
Galvis is drawing plenty of interest elsewhere, and the chances of a reunion aren't great. But it's 
still very possible.28th, 2018 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/aj-preller-padres-to-prep-for-rule-5-draft/c-300594314
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/594824/greg-garcia
http://m.mlb.com/player/588751/adeiny-hechavarria
http://m.mlb.com/player/444876/alcides-escobar
http://m.mlb.com/player/452678/asdrubal-cabrera
http://m.mlb.com/player/474568/jordy-mercer
http://m.mlb.com/player/642770/javy-guerra
http://m.mlb.com/player/578428/jose-iglesias
http://m.mlb.com/player/503556/marwin-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/665487/fernando-tatis-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/592518/manny-machado
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=prospects
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As for the other internal options: Garcia could serve as something of a stopgap, rotating with 
Urias until Tatis is ready. But he's a lefty hitter, and the Padres open next season against the 
Giants (and presumably Madison Bumgarner). That also hurts Guerra's chances, and it makes 
Villanueva a long shot, even though he's clearly a third baseman. Meanwhile, Tatis remains 
likely to start the year in the Minors, having played only four months at Double-A last year before 
he was sidelined due to left thumb surgery. 

Among the non-Galvis free-agent options, Hechavarria seems like the best fit. He'd be a 
versatile bench piece when Tatis arrives, and he'd probably come pretty cheap. Mercer, Iglesias 
and the like will be looking for more regular opportunity. As for Machado -- that's just not 
happening.ct. 18th, 2018 

Considering the organization loves Franmil Reyes, he's unlikely to be part of any deal, 
right? More likely options are Wil Myers and Hunter Renfroe, and I doubt anyone wants to 
touch Myers' contract. So Hunter is the odd man out, right? 
-- Jeremy 

Yes, the Padres are probably going to trade one of those three corner outfielders. But there 
are a lot of assumptions in that question. There's a hint of truth to all of them. But be careful with 
the absolutes. 

Indeed, the organization loves Reyes. He was excellent during the second half, and he has a 
bright future. That doesn't mean that Reyes is off-limits. If there's another club that agrees on his 
high ceiling (especially an American League club where he could serve as designated hitter), 
San Diego won't shy away from a deal.Sep. 25th, 2018 

And sure, Myers' contract is burdensome. That doesn't mean it's untradeable. He's pieced 
together a resume that's miles better than those of Renfroe and Reyes, even if he's coming off 
consecutive down years. No question, the Padres would be selling low if they traded Myers this 
offseason. But doing so would also give them a chance to embrace Renfroe and Reyes as their 
corner outfielders. 

Finally, I'll agree with the assertion that Renfroe is the likeliest of the three to be dealt. He's a 
certifiable big league slugger, and he has five years of team control remaining. Renfroe would 
help fetch a nice return. But he's not an overwhelming favorite to be traded. In fact, it's probably 
likelier that he stays in San Diego. 

Are the Padres actually going to let Joey Lucchesi throw 185-195 innings next year, or 
are they going to keep pulling him unnecessarily in the in the fifth or the sixth? 
-- Danny 

San Diego's coaching staff treated Lucchesi with kid gloves last season, and justifiably so. He 
was the first pitcher on any team to reach the big leagues from the 2016 Draft class, and he 
spent nearly an entire season in the Majors. That's quite the leap.p. 30th, 2018 

The Padres are planning to take those gloves off next season. But that doesn't necessarily 
mean Lucchesi is going to rack up innings. Many of his early exits came of his own undoing. 
Most pitchers have poor splits their third time through the order. But Lucchesi's were particularly 
bad. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/518516/madison-bumgarner
http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/padres-could-trade-outfielder-this-offseason/c-300415328
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
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First two times through: .234/.295/.429 
Third time through: .354/.411/.557 

Lucchesi fell apart in the latter stages of his starts. He needs to implement a third pitch -- 
whether it's a curveball or a cutter -- to make hitters a bit more uncomfortable. San Diego would 
like for Lucchesi to develop into something of a workhorse this season. But he'll have to earn 
those late innings. 

Is Anderson Espinoza ever going to become relevant again? 
-- Todd 

Yes -- presumably six days from now, when the Padres add the 20-year-old right-hander to their 
40-man roster, protecting him from the Rule 5 Draft.ct. 18th, 2018 

Espinoza, the No. 12 prospect in the system, underwent Tommy John surgery in August 2017. 
He's on track to face hitters during Spring Training. San Diego will be very cautious with his 
progression, but he's absolutely in the club's plans moving forward. 

 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/659262/anderson-espinoza
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How Padres fared in Tuesday's AFL action 
MLB.com 
 
Here's a team-by-team breakdown of how all 30 teams' prospects fared in Arizona Fall 
League action on Tuesday: 

Padres (Peoria) 
A pair of Padres' relievers combined to throw 2 1/3 scoreless innings in Peoria's win over Mesa. 
Blake Rogers struck out two over 1 1/3 innings, while Dauris Valdez picked up a strikeout in his 
inning on the mound. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/events/afl/index.jsp
http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/events/afl/index.jsp
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New Padres' affiliate settles 
on 'Sod Poodles' as new 
name 
Jeff Sanders  

Apparently, Sod Poodles mature into Chihuahuas and ultimately Padres. 

The Friars’ new Double-A Affiliate in Amarillo, Texas, on Tuesday announced that 
“Sod Poodles” had won its “Name the Team” contest. The other finalists were the 
Boot Scooters, Bronc Busters, Jerky and Long Haulers. 

So what’s a Sod Poodle? 

A nickname for a prairie dog, a burrowing rodent commonly found in the grasslands 
of central and western North America. 

Listen to a song about it here and here. 

The Padres announced on Oct. 1 that they were moving their Double-A affiliate from 
San Antonio to Amarillo, marking the return of professional baseball to the Texas 
Panhandle for the first time in 37 years. 

The Amarillo Sod Poodles are one level below the Triple-A El Paso Chihuahuas and 
two below the San Diego Padres. 

What do you think of the Amarillo choice? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
https://defenders.org/prairie-dog/basic-facts
https://defenders.org/prairie-dog/basic-facts
http://www.newschannel10.com/story/38362767/you-wont-be-laughing-when-you-get-beat-down-song-about-sod-poodles-puts-new-perspective-on-possible-team-name/
http://www.newschannel10.com/clip/14404894/ed-montana-what-is-a-sod-poodle/
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-minors-affiliates-amarillo-elsinore-20181001-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-minors-affiliates-amarillo-elsinore-20181001-story.html


  

 11 

 

Who could we see in the race for 
2019’s Rookie of the Year? 
By Cliff Corcoran  
 
The Rookie of the Year races can be hit and miss. Some years you get Albert 
Pujols and Ichiro Suzuki (both 2001). Some years you get Jason Jennings and 
Erik Hinske (both 2002). We have been fortunate that the competition for the 
award this decade has more often than not included players of lasting 
significance, from Buster Posey edging out Jason Heyward in the 2010 
National League race, to this year’s embarrassment of riches with American 
League winner Shohei Ohtani’s landmark two-way performance, and the NL 
race between 20-year-old winner Ronald Acuña Jr., the top prospect in the 
game entering the season, and runner-up Juan Soto, who turned in one of the 
greatest performances by a 19-year-old in the game’s history. In between, the 
winners have included Craig Kimbrel, Bryce Harper, Mike Trout, the late José 
Fernández, Jacob deGrom, Kris Bryant, Carlos Correa, Corey Seager, Cody 
Bellinger and Aaron Judge. 
That streak of high-impact Rookie of the Year award winners should continue 
into next season, and we’re so excited about it we couldn’t resist taking a quick 
look at the prospective candidates. Here, then, understanding that playing time 
opportunities will change for many 2019 rookies depending on what their 
respective teams do over the offseason, are the top five candidates in each 
league for next year’s Rookie of the Year awards. 

American League 
1. Vladimir Guerrero Jr., 3B, Blue Jays 
Vlad Jr. is 2019’s answer to Acuña. Like Acuña, Guerrero is a second-
generation pro heading into his age-20 season and the consensus top prospect 
in the game due in large part to his tremendous production at the plate. In 2017, 
Acuña hit .325/.374/.522 with 21 home runs across the top three levels of the 
minor leagues. In 2018, Guerrero hit .381/.437/.636 with 20 home runs while 
playing all but four games in Double and Triple A. Guerrero hit those 20 home 
runs in just 408 plate appearances (compared Acuña’s 21 homers in 612 PA in 

https://theathletic.com/author/cliff-corcoran/
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2017) because he missed a month with a strained patellar tendon in his left 
knee. Also, while Acuña struck out 144 times in 139 games in 2017, Guerrero, 
in 95 games in 2018, struck out a mere 38 times. Thirty-eight!Guerrero is a 
monster talent, and with Josh Donaldson out of the way, third base in Toronto 
should be his by mid-April. 
2. Eloy Jiménez, LF, White Sox 
Back in March, I predicted that Jiménez would be the runner-up to Ohtani in 
the 2018 Rookie of the Year voting. However, as the Blue Jays did with 
Guerrero, the White Sox, mindful of the impact of service time on their ability 
to control Jiménez’s rights and salary, denied Jiménez so much as a September 
call-up this year. Still, Jiménez has little left to prove in the minor leagues. The 
centerpiece of the trade that sent José Quintana to the Cubs in July 2017, 
Jiménez hit .337/.384/.577 with 22 home runs and just 69 strikeouts in 2018 in 
108 games split between Double and Triple A, is one of the top five prospects 
in baseball, and will turn 22 later this month. 
 

3. Kyle Tucker, LF, Astros 
Despite serving as a body double for Ted Williams in this year’s American 
Masters documentary on the Splendid Splinter, prompting teammates to 
nickname the slender lefty “Ted,” Tucker didn’t impress much in his major 
league debut, hitting a mere .141/.236/.203 without a home run in 72 plate 
appearances. However, in 100 games at Triple A, the 21-year-old hit 
.332/.400/.590 with 24 home runs and 20 stolen bases in 24 attempts. A top-10 
prospect, he should get a chance to claim the Astros’ left field, vacated by 
Marwin González’s free agency, in March. 
4. Josh James, RHP, Astros 
James wasn’t much of a prospect a year ago, but a sleep apnea diagnosis after 
the 2016 season led to improved conditioning during 2017, a breakout in 2018, 
and a place on MLB.com’s postseason top-100 prospects list. James added 
three miles per hour to his fastball this year, which can now spike into triple 
digits, and spiked his strikeout rate along with it. That improvement took the 
25-year-old from Double A to the Astros’ postseason roster in a single year, 
with a 2.35 ERA and 29 strikeouts in 23 major league innings, including three 
starts, in between. With Dallas Keuchel and Charlie Morton free agents and 

https://theathletic.com/288157/2018/03/27/the-best-of-everything-wholl-dominate-each-aspect-of-the-game-in-the-american-league/
https://www.newyorker.com/sports/sporting-scene/in-search-of-a-swing-like-ted-williams
https://www.newyorker.com/sports/sporting-scene/in-search-of-a-swing-like-ted-williams
https://theathletic.com/346838/2018/05/09/josh-james-astros-prospect-sleep-apnea/
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=prospects
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Lance McCullers Jr. lost for the 2019 season due to Tommy John surgery, 
James should get a chance to crack the Astros’ 2019 rotation. 
5. Danny Jansen, C, Blue Jays 
Jansen’s 2018 cup of coffee went better than Tucker’s, with the 23-year-old 
catcher hitting .247/.347/.432 in 95 plate appearances. Looking ahead to 2019, 
Jansen seems likely to split time with, and be mentored by, Russell Martin in 
the veteran’s walk year. However, if Jansen picks up where he left off in 2018, 
he could easily wind up winning the bulk of the playing time behind the plate, 
as he looks to replicate the .275/.390/.473 line he put up in Triple-A Buffalo 
this year. 
Also: Justus Sheffield, LHP, Yankees; Willians Astudillo, C/UT, Twins 

National League 
1. Víctor Robles, CF, Nationals 
It’s worth remembering that the Nationals’ top prospect entering the 2018 
season wasn’t Juan Soto, it was Robles, who also held that title prior to 2017, 
and will again entering 2019. However, with Bryce Harper a free agent, 
Michael Taylor coming off an awful year at the plate (69 OPS+), and Adam 
Eaton proving fragile and greatly diminished in the field, 2019 should be the 
year the Nationals give Robles a proper chance to stick in their lineup. Robles 
didn’t have a great year in the minors in 2018 — his playing time and power 
both sapped by a shoulder injury — but over a pair of September call-ups over 
the last two seasons totaling 93 plate appearances, he has hit .277/.337/.506 in 
the major leagues. An outstanding center fielder, Robles will turn 22 in mid-
May and should get a chance to win Washington’s center-field job in camp. 
2. Alex Reyes, RHP, Cardinals 
This may be overly optimistic given Reyes’s injury history. He lost 2017 to 
Tommy John surgery and most of 2018 to a torn right latissimus dorsi muscle. 
Still, he remains absurdly talented, rookie-eligible and has done nothing but 
impress in his limited major-league exposure. The Cardinals expect him to be 
ready to go for spring training, and he could make waves in the Rookie of the 
Year race regardless of the role he winds up filling on their roster in his age-24 
season. 
3. Peter Alonso, 1B, Mets 
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A second-round pick out of the University of Florida in 2016, Alonso hit 
.285/.395/.579 with 36 home runs and 76 walks in a season split between 
Double and Triple A last year, and new Mets general manager, Brodie Van 
Wagenen, has said that Alonso will get a chance to battle for the Mets’ first-
base job in March. Making a commitment to the 24-year-old Alonso early in 
2019 would be a great way for the new Mets administration to shift their fans’ 
focus to the future. 
4. Luis Urías, 2B, Padres 
The last two players on this NL list are merely the leading edge of their 
respective teams’ potential rookie classes. Urias gets top billing here because 
he has the clearest path to major-league playing time in 2019, having been 
installed as the Padres’ second baseman in late August only to have a 
hamstring injury end his season in mid-September. Francisco Mejía will have 
to jockey for playing time, as will fellow catcher Austin Hedges. Still, the 23-
year-old Mejía is likely to spend more time in the major leagues than top 
prospect Fernando Tatís Jr. Tatís won’t turn 20 until January, hasn’t played 
above Double A and had his 2018 season ended early by an avulsion fracture in 
his left thumb. Tatís is the true blue-chipper among this set, all of whom could 
be in the majors in the second half of 2019, but Urías’ projected advantage in 
playing time, and .296/.398/.447 batting line as a 21-year-old in the Pacific 
Coast League last year, makes him the most likely Rookie of the Year 
contender. 
5. Touki Toussaint, RHP, Braves 
From where we stand in mid-November, your guess may be as good as mine as 
to how the Braves are going to sift through their crop of rookie-eligible starting 
pitchers, including Toussaint, fellow righties Mike Soroka, Kyle Wright and 
Bryse Wilson, and lefties Luiz Gohara and Kolby Allard, all of whom appeared 
in the major leagues in 2018. It seems likely that at least one of them will 
establish himself in both the 2019 Braves’ rotation and the NL Rookie of the 
Year race. From here, I’ll take the 22-year-old Toussaint, who pitched the most 
and the best in the majors in 2018, earning a spot on the Braves’ Division 
Series roster and contributing three scoreless innings against the eventual 
pennant-winning Dodgers in the playoffs. 
 
 

https://twitter.com/Joelsherman1/status/1059597883320688640
https://twitter.com/Joelsherman1/status/1059597883320688640
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#PadresOnDeck: Edward Olivares, 
Buddy Reed and Franmil Reyes 
Lead Padres Offseason Hitters 
 
By Bill Center 
Three Padres prospects continue to play well in Venezuela this off-
season while center fielder Buddy Reed continues to rank among the 
Arizona Fall League hitting leaders entering the final week of the season 
and right-hander Gerardo Reyes maintains a perfect, 0.00 earned run 
average in Mexico. 

Meanwhile, Padres third baseman Christian Villanueva and outfield 
prospects Jeisson Rosario and Tirso Ornelas made their winter 
debuts this past week. 

Center fielder Edward Olivares, 22, was 10-for-28 in Venezuela last 
week with a double, a triple, three runs scored, four RBIs, three walks 
and a stolen base. 

The Padres’ №28 prospect according to the MLB Pipeline rankings, is 
hitting .352 for Aragua with two doubles, two triples, two homers, five 
steals and 14 RBIs for a .418 on-base percentage and a.489 slugging 
percentage for a .907 OPS. He ranks sixth in hitting in Venezuela, third 
in on-base, seventh in slugging and fifth in OPS. 

Right-hander Pedro Avila would rank second in Venezuela in earned 
run average and lead in WHIP had he enough innings to qualify. 
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Avila, a 21-year-old who ranks as the Padres’ №29 prospect, is 1–0 after 
four starts with both a 0.89 ERA and WHIP. In 20 1/3 innings for 
Margarita, Avila has given up three runs (two earned) on 15 hits and 
three walks with 25 strikeouts — or 11.1 strikeouts per nine innings. 

And 18-year-old shortstop Gabriel Arias, the Padres’ №20 prospect, is 
hitting .250 in 48 at-bats for Aragua with a .333 on-base percentage. 

Meanwhile, Reed and his teammates on the Peoria Javelinas will be 
playing in the Arizona Fall League championship game Saturday. The 
Javelinas have already clinched the AFL West title with a 19–8 second 
with three games to play. 

Reed, 22, the Padres’ №13 prospect, is hitting .344 (22-for-64) with 
seven walks and five stolen bases. He has a .408 on-base percentage and 
a .500 slugging percentage for a .908 OPS. The ranks among the AFL 
leaders in batting average (ninth), on-base percentage (13th) and is 11th 
in both slugging and OPS. 

The Padres two other position plays in the AFL — catcher Austin 
Allen and third baseman Hudson Potts — each have two homers and 
13 RBIs., Potts is hitting .247 with a .353 on-base percentage and a .750 
OPS. Allen is hitting .249 with a .349 on-base percentage and a .764 
OPS. 

Right-hander Miguel Diaz has made six starts in the AFL with a 2–1 
record, a 4.87 ERA and a 1.43 WHIP. 

Left-hander Travis Radke has a 2.81 ERA and 1.38 WHIP in seven 
relief appearances with 17 strikeouts in 16 1/3 innings. Right-
hander Blake Rogers has a 1.50 ERA and 1.33 WHIP in six relief 
appearances while right-hander Dauris Valdez is 1–0 with a 5.00 ERA 
and 1.56 WHIP in nine appearances. 
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Gerardo Reyes has made 11 appearances with Obregon in the Mexican 
Pacific League without allowing a run. In 10 2/3 innings, Reyes has given 
up four hits and two walks with 13 strikeouts for a 0.56 WHIP. 
Gerardo Reyes reached 100mph while playing for Yaquis of Obregon in the Mexican Pacific League 

Speaking of Reyes, Padres rookie right fielder Franmil is hitting .375 
after 32 at-bats for Escogido in the Dominican Republic. He has a 
double, two homers, three RBIs and six runs scored with four walks for 
a .444 on-base percentage and a .594 slugging percentage for a 1.038 
OPS. 

Villanueva, who’s 2018 season with the Padres ended on Aug. 22 due to a 
broken middle finger on his left hand, is 2-for-13 with a two-run homer 
after four games with Obregon in Mexico. 

Right-hander Chris Huffman is 1–2 with a 4.56 ERA in five starts for 
Mochis in Mexico. Right-hander Eric Yardley had a rough week with 
Cibao in the Dominican Republic and now has a 3.65 ERA and a 1.54 
WHIP after 13 relief appearances covering 12 1/3 innings. 

While the Arizona Fall League closes this week, both the Puerto Rican 
and Australian winter leagues begin play Thursday. 
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