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Twins ink LoMo to one-year contract 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | February 28, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- As Logan Morrison arrived to a makeshift news conference in the media dining room at Hammond Stadium on 
Wednesday, he joked that J.D. Martinez likely had a similar setup when he signed with the Red Sox this spring. 
 
Morrison was refreshingly candid and upbeat as he officially signed with the Twins on Wednesday. It's a one-year deal worth $5.5 million with 
escalators and an option that vests at 600 plate appearances that could make it worth $16.5 million over two years. There's also a $1 million 
buyout included in his contract. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
Morrison explained how he liked how honest the front office was in their surprising pursuit of him and he wanted to join a contending team. 
 
"I was able to establish a relationship with them and feel wanted," said Morrison, who turned down other offers. "A lot of times it's not what is 
offered, it's how it's offered. They definitely do a good job of that. The other thing was I think the Twins are going to be really good this year, 
especially with me in the lineup." 
 
Morrison, 30, is coming off a breakout year that saw him hit .246/.353/.516 with 38 homers, 22 doubles and 85 RBIs in 149 games with the Rays 
last year. He'll be the club's primary designated hitter while seeing time at first base when Joe Mauer needs a rest or serves as DH. 
 
The pursuit started to ramp up after the Twins acquired Jake Odorizzi in a trade with the Rays on Feb. 17, and Odorizzi was one of several people 
in the organization who vouched for Morrison in their recruitment of him. The front office interviewed Morrison, asking him tough questions 
about his personality and how it's changed over the years and why he thought he had such a big year in 2017. 
 
"Logan would be the first to tell you he's made some adjustments," Twins chief baseball officer Derek Falvey said. "Sometimes you see a spike in 
a guy's season and think it may have come out of nowhere and you're not sure exactly why. Logan can articulate the things he did and felt he 
made adjustments to allow him to tap into the power he has always had." 
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Morrison credited his maturity as a person for his improvement at the plate, saying being a dad has helped him put things in perspective and not 
dwell on results. But he also bought into the launch angle movement, changing his swing to get better results. He increased his launch angle from 
12.1 degrees in 2016 to 17.4 degrees last year, per Statcast™. His average exit velocity actually decreased from 90.3 mph to 88.5 mph, but he hit 
24 more homers in 2017 than he did in '16. 
 
"You look at film and see how they do it and then try to apply that," Morrison said. "But to find the feel that you want is the main thing that a 
hitter looks for and being able to find that feel consistently last year will do nothing but help me this year." 
 
Morrison also had fun at the news conference, sharing his nicknames for his new teammates, referring to Odorizzi as "AWR. Average White 
Righty with a great dad bod," and his ex-Mariners teammate Fernando Rodney as "Hot Rod." He even had one for Twins manager Paul Molitor, 
calling him, "Paulie 3K," even though he's yet to meet Molitor because Molitor was across the state at the club's split-squad game against the 
Astros. 
 
"We've always prioritized the culture," Falvey said. "Logan had some years early on where he was probably a bit more outspoken than maybe he 
wishes he was. But he's learned a lot, grown up a great deal. We did a ton of makeup work with respect to the Rays last year --- guys we knew in 
that clubhouse. We found out a lot about the person and how much he cares about winning, he cares about having fun, he cares about his 
teammates." 
 
With Morrison in the fold, it doesn't bode well for first baseman Kennys Vargas and outfielder Robbie Grossman, who were expected to split DH 
duties. With Morrison expected to be an everyday player, the Twins could decide to go with athletic outfielder Zack Granite as their final bench 
player instead of Grossman or Vargas. 
 
"Those things we will have to address," Falvey said. "The fortunate part is that we don't have to write out the 25-man until the end of the month. 
We'll see where it goes. To have all of those fits, it's a challenge." 
 
Falvey added the Twins are likely done after signing Addison Reed, Zach Duke, Michael Pineda, Rodney and Morrison as well as trading for 
Odorizzi. There are several pitchers remaining in free agency such as Lance Lynn, Jake Arrieta and Alex Cobb, but the Twins appear content with 
their current roster. 
 
"I think there is a high likelihood this is the group here," Falvey said. "I can't credit [owner] Jim Pohlad enough for his support." 
 
 
 
 
Sano shows mobility in first spring start 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | February 28, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- Third baseman Miguel Sano made his spring debut in the Twins' 3-1 loss to the Rays on Wednesday, going 0-for-2 with a 
nice play on a slow roller in the fourth inning that helped ease any concerns about his health after undergoing November surgery to place a 
titanium rod in his left shin. 
 
Sano played five innings at third base, flied out to left on the first pitch he saw in the second inning and flied out to right to end the fourth. The 
Twins are easing Sano into Spring Training, as he continues to work on his conditioning after the surgery that limited his mobility early in the 
offseason. 
 
"The at-bats you're not worried about, it's more about him being on his feet for five innings," said Twins bench coach Derek Shelton, who 
managed the split-squad Twins at Hammond Stadium. "We saw him make a nice barehand play that probably a lot of third basemen don't make. 
But he made it easy and got through it and feels good afterwards. It's the first step of Spring Training for him." 
 
Sano came in on a soft roller from Nick Solack in the fourth, and he barehanded the ball and made a strong throw to first for the out. It was one of 
two balls hit to him, as he also spun and threw to first on a grounder hit by Willy Adames in the first that ended up as an infield single. 
 
"It's a tough play because the hop it took, which caused him to step back," Shelton said. "I think the most important thing was he took a step back 
and there was no hesitation on making the spin move. For him to be as agile as he was, it was a positive." 
 
Sano wasn't available after the game, but he reportedly met with Major League Baseball on Tuesday about the alleged sexual assault that occurred 
in 2015. Twins chief baseball officer Derek Falvey said Wednesday he's hopeful the process will now be resolved soon. 
 
"The hope is that we get this resolved during Spring Training," Falvey said. "I certainly recognize there is a process to that and Major League 
Baseball is working through that. But our hope is we get some direction soon." 
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Spring debuts 
• First baseman Joe Mauer went 0-for-2 against the Rays in his first Grapefruit League action. Mauer is expected to get 30 to 40 at-bats this 
spring. 
 
• Closer Fernando Rodney struggled with his command in the third, giving up a run on a hit and a walk. But his velocity was solid, hitting as high 
as 95 mph on the radar gun. 
 
• Lefty Zach Duke threw a scoreless sixth, but he gave up a hit and walked a batter. Catcher Jason Castro caught an extra inning to make sure to 
catch Duke for the first time. 
 
Buxton, Rosario star 
Left fielder Eddie Rosario robbed C.J. Cron of a homer with a leaping catch at the wall in the first inning, and center fielder Byron Buxton joined 
the action, robbing Cron of a homer again with a catch in left-center in the fifth. Buxton then followed it up with a solo blast to left, his first 
homer of the spring in the bottom half of the inning. 
 
 
Camp battles 
In the Twins' 4-2 win against the Astros, Zack Granite went 0-for-2 with a walk and a run scored, while infielder Ehire Adrianza went 2-for-4 
with a two-run double. Kennys Vargas went 1-for-3, while Erick Aybar went 2-for-3. Robbie Grossman went 0-for-3. All are competing for bench 
spots. 
 
 
Injury updates 
• Non-roster reliever Michael Kohn left his outing against the Astros with a right forearm injury while throwing a pitch to George Springer. Kohn 
previously had Tommy John surgery that caused him to miss the 2012 season and was coming off shoulder surgery. He hasn't appeared in the 
Majors since '15. 
 
Kohn exits with injury 
Kohn exits with injury 
00:25 
Feb. 28th, 2018 
 
• Shortstop prospect Nick Gordon sustained a mild right wrist strain while sliding into third base on Tuesday. He remained in the game after the 
injury, which isn't considered serious. He didn't participate in any baseball activities on Wednesday as a precaution. 
 
• Non-roster outfielder Ryan LaMarre left Wednesday's game against Houston with a groin strain and is considered day to day. 
 
Up next 
• Left-hander Adalberto Mejia, who is competing for the final spot in the rotation with Phil Hughes and Anibal Sanchez, is set to make his second 
start of the spring on Thursday against the Cardinals at 12:05 p.m. CT in Jupiter, Fla. Other pitchers scheduled to see action include Alan 
Busenitz, Myles Jaye, John Curtiss and Rule 5 right-hander Tyler Kinley. Fans can catch all the action on MLB.TV. 
 
 
 
Byron Buxton made one inning his own showcase by robbing a homer and hitting one out himself 
Andrew Mearns | MLB.com | February 28, 2018 
 
A split-squad Twins team fell to the Rays on Wednesday, 3-1, but it was through no fault of Byron Buxton. The Rays already led by two in the 
top of the fifth, when C.J. Cron crushed a long fly ball into deep right-center field. 
 
Buxton raced back to the wall ... 
 
... and pulled off one of his patented home run robberies. (It was a tough day for Cron, who already had a homer taken away from him by left 
fielder Eddie Rosario in the first.) 
 
An incredible catch would have made the day for most players, but most players aren't Buxton. In the bottom half of the inning, Buxton threw salt 
on the Rays' wound by launching a long ball off Matt Andriese. 
 
Unlike Buxton and Rosario, left fielder Daniel Robertson could only stare and watch: 
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Smart of Buxton to leave nothing to chance by hitting it well over the fence. 
 
Buxton was replaced along with six other regulars in the top of the sixth, so essentially, he crammed a day's work into a single inning. Now that's 
efficient. 
 
 
 
 
Logan Morrison passes physical, is officially with Twins 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | March 1 , 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. – Logan Morrison was five minutes into his introductory news conference when he referred to Paul Molitor as “Paulie 3K.” 
 
That’s the new Twins slugger honoring his new manager for his 3,319 career hits. 
 
As far as where Morrison will live when he moves north to play at Target Field ... 
 
“Anybody in Minnesota have a house on a lake they want to rent me? Let me know,” he said. 
 
Which lake? 
 
“Don’t care. I want some water. The closer to the field, the better, but whatever.” 
 
Then he took a playful shot at teammate Jake Odorizzi who, like Morrison, played for Tampa Bay last season. 
 
“That’s my guy,” Morrison said. “That’s the AWR — Average White Righty — but he gets outs. He’s got a great dad bod.” 
 
The Logan Morrison Experience hit Hammond Stadium on Wednesday as he finalized his one-year, $6.5 million contract. There is a club option 
for 2019, which could be triggered this season if Morrison reaches 600 plate appearances. The deal tops out at $16.5 million over two years if he 
reaches incentives. 
 
Morrison, wearing a Germany national soccer team jersey, arrived in the morning, took a physical and met some of his new teammates, then 
spoke to the media. 
 
How did he handle waiting out free agency, during which more than 100 players were unsigned as camps opened? 
 
“As the guys from Tampa know, I’m not very patient,” he said. “It was definitely a test. 
 
“This is about the Twins today. Just going off on how it went with them when they called, they were honest with me and I was open and honest 
with them. [The discussions were about] being able to establish a relationship with them and feel wanted.” 
 
The 30-year-old Morrison socked a career-high 38 home runs last season. Part of his success stemmed from being more selective at the plate. The 
Twins’ data showed he increased his launch angle from 12 degrees to 17 degrees. He set career highs in home runs, hits (126), RBI (85) and walks 
(81). 
 
He blasted three home runs against the Twins last season, two off Hector Santiago during a series at Target Field in May and an opposite-field 
solo shot off John Curtiss on Sept. 4 at Tropicana Field. Curtiss threw a slider on the lower outside corner of the plate and Morrison went the other 
way with the pitch. The ball carried farther than Curtiss anticipated as it became the first home run hit off him in the majors. 
 
“When he hit it, I thought, ‘Fly out to left … uh, a double … uh, first home run,’ ” Curtiss said. 
 
Morrison also struck out a career-high 149 times, but if he approaches last season’s power numbers, the Twins will have added a run producer to a 
lineup that surged during the second half of last season. 
 
Buying wins 
The Twins were on the lookout for a bat off the bench throughout the offseason but remained in touch with Morrison’s agent throughout the 
winter. After they traded for Odorizzi on Feb. 17, they sensed the market could provide something better than a bench bat for a good price, made a 
push for Morrison and inked a deal a few days later. 
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“In the free-agent market, you are trying to buy wins,” said Derek Falvey, the Twins’ chief baseball officer. “You are trying to buy production. 
Ultimately, we felt we could buy it at a reasonable cost on the bat side. And to plug that in right behind Miguel [Sano], or however Paul wants to 
make that group work, I think it only helps to serve all the guys who come in front of Logan.” 
 
Sano joked with Morrison that he expects more fastballs now that he has another power threat around. The Twins lineup definitely looks deeper 
with the lefthanded-hitting ‘LoMo’ in it. 
 
“If he wasn’t getting fastballs before, I don’t know what he’s going to do this year,” Morrison said of Sano. “He hits the ball really hard.” 
 
‘He’s a character’ 
 
The Twins did extensive background work on Morrison, who’s engaging and witty but who also got in trouble for some reckless Twitter usage, 
including a homophobic tweet sent out in 2013. He has not been on Twitter since 2015. 
 
“I think, first of all, they communicated the fact that not only did they want talented players but also wanted good character players,” Morrison 
said. “I made a lot of mistakes in my career, but I learned from them and [now I’m] able to take those learning experiences and help younger guys 
both on and off the field.” 
 
Morrison, wearing No. 99, will make his Twins debut Friday against the Blue Jays at Hammond Stadium. 
 
Tampa Bay manager Kevin Cash, speaking before the Twins-Rays game on Wednesday, said the Logan Morrison Experience will be enjoyable. 
 
“He’s a character, he’s going to bring some life to the clubhouse, any clubhouse he walks into,” Cash said. “He shows up to play every single day, 
and that’s really probably his best attribute. He wants to be in there and impact the team.” 
 
 
 
 
Twins' Miguel Sano tries to put weighty issues behind him 
Patrick Reusse | Star Tribune | March 1, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, FLA. – The 2014 Twins were playing an intrasquad game Feb. 27, one day before the exhibition schedule started. Miguel Sano, 
in his first big-league camp, made a throw from third base and felt renewed pain in his right elbow. 
 
There was a damaged ligament and Sano underwent Tommy John surgery. He missed the entire season. 
 
Four years and one day later, the Twins were playing Day 6 of the 2018 exhibition schedule, and Sano was at third base for the split-squad team 
that remained home to play Tampa Bay at Hammond Stadium. 
 
Sano had said as he faced elbow ligament surgery in 2014: “When I come back, I will be the same player.” 
 
He was correct. He spent 66 games of 2015 with Class AA Chattanooga, delivering 15 home runs and 48 RBI. He joined the Twins in Kansas 
City on July 2, played in 80 of 83 games, and hit 18 home runs with 52 RBI. 
 
This was an impressive comeback from a missed season — so much so that the Twin Cities baseball writers voted him as the team’s MVP and 
Rookie of the Year for his half-season of production in Minnesota. 
 
And now, 10 weeks from his 25th birthday, Sano is in need of another comeback, and under a much brighter spotlight than when his notoriety was 
as one of the game’s top prospects. 
 
Sano’s power gave him a place in the 2017 All-Star Game and Home Run Derby. Four weeks later, he fouled a ball directly off his left shin and 
was knocked out of the lineup until the final weekend of the season. 
 
Eventually, there was a small rod placed in the shin to enhance reinforcement and healing. This was only part of Miguel’s issues: There was an 
accusation in late December that he had tried to force himself on a woman who was independently photographing a public appearance by Sano in 
2015. Then earlier this month, he arrived extra-large for the start of spring training. 
 
The rumored weigh-in of 293 pounds was about the same as at the end of the 2017 season, but the Twins — previous administration and the new 
one — always maintain hope to again see the Sano of 2015, the 270-pound rookie, as he was leading a Twins’ long-shot wild-card effort. 
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Twins third base coach Gene Glynn is one person who says he believes too much energy has been spent by the media worrying about Miguel’s 
weight. 
 
We were talking about infielders in the clubhouse last week, and Sano walked by shirtless with a towel around his neck. 
 
“That’s a big man right there,” Glynn said. “That’s a huge, powerful man. Miguel says he feels good. I don’t doubt that. Who knows what it feels 
like to be 6-foot-5 and 280 pounds? I sure don’t. 
 
“He wants to play. He wants to win. You listen to him and [Jorge] Polanco talking baseball, two guys who grew up together, and they really 
understand the game. They are smart players.” 
 
He paused and said: “I know he cares. And I’m always going to be in Miguel’s corner.” 
 
Glynn was giving Sano an extra inch in height and shorting him 10 pounds in weight, but still it’s closer to the frame of a left tackle than what we 
expect to see in a third baseman. 
 
So, maybe he can make 280 (and a few more) work for him, and stay healthy for the first time since 2015. 
 
Sano spent four hours talking with Major League Baseball investigators on Tuesday. There was no police involvement, but in post-Harvey 
Weinstein America, there’s a possibility of a short suspension for Sano. 
 
The fact he was in a game Wednesday — a week earlier than seemed likely when spring training opened — was the first positive sign for Sano 
since he fouled that ball off his shin. 
 
Sano had two at-bats, a fly ball to left-center on the first pitch, then a fly ball to right. He had two chances in the field: one to his left that resulted 
in a throw in the dirt (the runner had it beat) and then the reliable Sano charge-and-throw on a slow bouncer for an out. 
 
Bench coach Derek Shelton handled managing in the 3-1 loss and said: 
 
“Miguel played five innings on a hot day, made a nice play and felt fine. I talked to him as he left the game and he was in good spirits.” 
 
Not quite good enough to wait for the arrival of reporters after the game. Knowing there would be questions about the MLB interview, Miguel 
slipped away with all the stealth that a 6-5, 280-pound man (Glynn’s estimate) could muster. 
 
 
 
 
Twins day at camp: Miguel Sano goes out to take five-inning test drive 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | February 28, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, FLA. – Miguel Sano went 0-for-2 in his first action of spring training. He flew out to left in the second inning, then flew out to 
right in the fourth in a 3-1 loss to the Rays. 
 
He handled two balls hit to him at third base. He attempted a spinning throw on Willy Adames’ grounder in the first, but the ball bounced in too 
late to retire Adames as a run scored. Sano then rushed in to make a barehanded grab of Nick Solak’s bouncer and made a nice throw to retire 
Solak as a run scored in the fourth. 
 
So Sano got through his first game of spring training fairly clean, playing five innings. 
 
“Just him getting through the game,” said Derek Shelton, who managed the split-squad team while manager Paul Molitor took the other half to 
West Palm Beach to face the Astros. “His first time out there, it’s really hot. The at-bats, you’re not worried about.” 
 
Sano left the clubhouse before media were allowed in and was not available. On Tuesday, Sano met with Major League Baseball officials to 
discuss his role in an alleged assault that took place in 2015. A photographer accuses Sano, 24, of trying to kiss her and forcibly pull her into a 
bathroom after an autograph appearance at a fan apparel store at Ridgedale Center in Minnetonka. 
 
Injury issues 
 
Righthander Michael Kohn, whose career has been slowed by injuries, left Wednesday’s game against Houston because of a sore right biceps. 
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Kohn was injured while throwing a pitch to Houston’s Carlos Correa in the fifth inning and had to come out of the game. He will be re-evaluated 
Thursday. Alex Bregman homered off Kohn in the fourth inning. Kohn gave up a run on three hits and a walk, facing seven batters. 
 
Kohn, 31, broke in with the Angels in 2010 but missed all of 2012 while recovering from Tommy John surgery. He battled shoulder problems and 
has not pitched in a major league game since 2015. The Twins signed him last July as he completed rehabilitation from his latest shoulder injury. 
 
Outfielder Ryan LaMarre left the game after the third inning because of a tight groin muscle and is day to day. 
 
Etc. 
 
• Joe Mauer and Fernando Rodney also made their spring training debuts in the Rays game. Mauer grounded out twice and Rodney gave up a run 
in the fourth inning on a groundout. It was vintage Rodney, who went to a full count against his first batter and reminded observers of past 
pitching dramas. 
 
• Catcher Jason Castro was scheduled to play five innings but stayed out for the sixth so he could work with reliever Zach Duke. “He wanted to do 
it,” Shelton said. “That’s a guy who is a pro.” 
 
• Twins minor leaguers report to camp Tuesday, but a majority of them have been in town for several days, working out and staying at the Twins 
dormitories. Only a handful of minor leaguers are due in on reporting day. Shortstop prospects Wander Javier and Royce Lewis recently took 
grounders on one of the back fields and impressed scouts in attendance. 
 
On deck 
 
Molitor spent the night on the East Coast and will be joined by a new batch of players to head to Jupiter to take on the St. Louis Cardinals. 
Lefthander Adalberto Mejia will start for the Twins while righthander Adam Wainwright will start for the Cardinals. First pitch is at 12:05 p.m. 
 
 
 
Twins split, losing to Rays and beating Astros 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | February 28, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. – The Twins split a pair of games Wednesday, losing 3-1 to Tampa Bay in Fort Myers and beating Houston 4-2 in West 
Palm Beach. Bench coach Derek Shelton ran the team at Hammond Stadium, while Twins manager Paul Molitor traveled with the squad to West 
Palm Beach. 
 
Byron Buxton's first home run of spring training was all the offense the Twins could muster in the defeat to the Rays. Buxton homered off Rays 
righthander Matt Andriese on a pitch left up in the strike zone in the fifth inning. Buxton was 2-for-2 in the game, his other hit coming on an 
infield single in the second. 
 
And that was it for the Twins, as the rest of the lineup went hitless against Tampa Bay pitching. 
 
Willy Adames drove in the game's first run off Twins righthander Aaron Slegers in the first inning. The Rays also scored on an RBI groundout by 
Nick Solak in the fourth and an RBI single by Justin Williams in the eighth. 
 
Tampa Bay collected 11 hits in the game, none of them for extra bases. 
 
Slegers pitched three innings, allowing one run on four hits, to take the loss. He was followed on the mound by Fernando Rodney, Addison Reed, 
Zach Duke, Dietrich Enns and Hector Lujan. 
 
In West Palm Beach, three Astros errors fueled the Twins' 4-2 victory. Ehire Adrianza, Nick Buss and Erick Aybar each had two hits. 
 
Adrianza's two-run double in the third inning opened the scoring but Houston scored a run in the third and fourth innings to tie the score. 
 
Bases-loaded walks by Zack Granite and Robbie Grossman against the Astros' David Paulino in the sixth put the Twins ahead for good. 
 
 
Miguel Sano and Joe Mauer in Twins lineup against Rays 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | February 28, 2018 
 
Good morning. Let's play two today. One in Fort Myers and one in West Palm Beach. 
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Miguel Sano and Joe Mauer are set to make their spring training debuts today at home against the Rays. Sano is getting a late start because he's 
A.) Coming off of surgery in which a rod was placed in his left leg and B.) His conditioning needed to be addressed after the surgery. Well, it still 
needs to be addressed. Aaron Slegers will start for the Twins, his second outing of the spring. 
 
 
UPDATE; Fernando Rodney is on the list to pitch today, so make that THREE debuts! 
 
While many regulars are in the lineup at Fort Myers, a vastly different lineup is headed to West Palm Beach to face Houston. Stephen Gonsalves 
is on the mound there. Zack Granite, Kennys Vargas, Erick Aybar and Robbie Grossman are in the lineup. 
 
We hope to speak with Sano after the game about his spring debut - among other things. 
 
We also are on alert in case the Logan Morrison signing becomes official. Because of logistics, he could not take his physical until today. With 
everyone headed to Jupiter tomorrow to play the Cardinals, he might not meet the media until Friday. 
 
In other news, infielder Nick Gordon is day-to-day after straining his right wrist last night while sliding into third base. 
 
Twins minor leaguers don't report until next Tuesday, but a overwhelming majority of them have been working out on the other side of campus 
for a few days now. One scout I know watched Wander Javier take grounders with Royce Lewis and said it was to watch. 
 
Was told several minor leaguers will be brought over today as extra players for the game. 
 
Speaking of extra players, Jermaine Palacios, the shortstop traded for Jake Odorizzi last week, is on the Rays' travel roster for the game at 
Hammond Stadium. 
 
 
Here are the Twins starting lineups for today's games 
 
At Hammond Stadium: 
 
Brian Dozier, 2B 
Joe Mauer, 1B 
Jorge Polanco, SS 
Miguel Sano, 3B 
Eddie Rosario, LF 
Byron Buxton, CF 
Max Kepler, RF 
Chris Heisey, DH 
Jason Castro, C 
Aaron Slegers, RHP 
 
 
at West Palm Beach: 
 
Zack Granite, CF 
Ehire Adrianza, 2B 
Robbie Grossman, LF 
Eduardo Escobar, 3B 
Kennys Vargas, 1B 
Nick Buss, DH 
Erick Aybar, SS 
Mitch Garver, C 
Ryan LaMarre, CF 
Stephen Gonsalves, LHP 
 
Twins playing shortstop prospect Nick Gordon more at second base 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | February 28, 2018 
  
FORT MYERS, FLA. – For a guy who has worked his way up through the Twins system as a potential star shortstop, Nick Gordon sure is playing 
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a lot of second base this spring. 
 
Gordon, the Twins first-round pick in 2014, appeared in his third Grapefruit League game in five days Tuesday, and all of them have been as a 
second baseman. “He’s getting some good innings in,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said of the 22-year-old prospect, who has manned second 
base only 16 times in four minor league seasons. “He’s got to be open-minded about playing around a little bit, to keep his doors open.” 
 
His defensive position won’t matter much if he keeps hitting this way, though. Gordon whacked a 97-mph fastball from Red Sox righthander Ty 
Buttrey in the third inning Tuesday and easily turned it into a run-scoring triple. 
 
“Your timing on high velocity is one of the last things to come, so for him to turn on that ball” was impressive, Molitor said. “It looked like he 
was thinking triple out of the box, which is really good to see, especially in a one-out situation.” 
 
It was Gordon’s second extra-base hit of the spring; he doubled Friday, also against Boston. 
 
“You can tell he knows what he’s doing in the box,” Molitor said. “The ball jumps off his bat. We’ve seen that more than a couple of times early.” 
 
Morrison to arrive soon 
 
There is a locker in the Twins clubhouse with Logan Morrison’s name on it, and a jersey hangs in it. The new slugger is expected to undergo his 
physical exam Wednesday, the last step before making his signing to a one-year, $6.5 million contract (with an option for 2019) official. 
 
With few uniform numbers available now that camp has begun, Morrison has decided to wear No. 99, at least for spring training. He could claim 
another number once the 25-man roster is whittled down, but if he keeps 99 during the regular season, it would be the highest number ever worn 
by a Twins player, a distinction that currently belongs to Tony Batista’s No. 77 in 2006. 
 
Etc. 
 
• For the first time in their history, all 162 Twins games will be televised this season, the team announced. Fox Sports North will broadcast 154 
games, FS1 will carry six games nationally, and ESPN has two games on its schedule, both in April. 
 
• Trevor May and Michael Pineda each made progress this week in their respective comebacks from Tommy John elbow surgery. May, who 
hopes to return to Minnesota by early June, mixed in some changeups for the first time during a 35-pitch bullpen session Monday. And Pineda, 
targeting a late-season return to action, played catch from 75 feet Tuesday. 
 
On deck 
 
The Twins will divide their roster in half Wednesday, with one squad, featuring the spring debuts of Joe Mauer and Miguel Sano, remaining in 
Fort Myers to face the Rays, while the other group buses to West Palm Beach to face the Astros. Aaron Slegers will pitch in Hammond Stadium, 
while Stephen Gonsalves will start for the traveling squad, about 20 of whom will remain on the Atlantic coast overnight in order to face the 
Cardinals in Jupiter on Thursday, a rare two-day spring road trip. 
 
 
 
 
Twins’ Logan Morrison looking forward to hitting behind Miguel Sano  
Mike Berardino| Pioneer Press | February 28, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — Logan Morrison turned down at least two other offers during this strange winter before opting to sign a modest one-year 
deal with the Twins. After passing his physical Wednesday morning, the veteran slugger explained why. 
 
“They were open and honest with me; I was open and honest with them,” he said during a new conference at Hammond Stadium. “Being able to 
establish a relationship with them, they made me feel wanted. A lot of times it’s not what’s offered but how it’s offered. They definitely did a 
good job of that.” 
 
Morrison, 30, agreed to terms Sunday on a deal that could potentially pay him up to $16.5 million over two seasons with options, escalators and 
performance bonuses. While working out across the state in Jupiter, Fla., he was informed of the Twins’ interest late last week, shortly after 
former Kansas City Royals first baseman Eric Hosmer landed with the San Diego Padres. 
 
“It was no longer than a three- or four-day period of negotiations,” Morrison said. “For all those people out there saying that we’re greedy 
baseball players, I’m not sure that’s exactly the case.” 
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Other clubs pursued him, but Morrison, a left-handed-hitting first baseman, didn’t like the tenor of those talks. 
 
“Definitely had some ties to other places but it wasn’t an open and honest negotiation, so that was one negative,” he said. “I (also) think the Twins 
are going to be really good this year, especially with me in the lineup. That will help.” 
 
There was a national report of a two-year, $20 million bid from the Cleveland Indians, but a person with direct knowledge called that a “complete 
fabrication.” The rebuilding Royals made an offer, but Morrison instructed agent Fred Wray to work out a deal with the Twins in hopes of 
reaching the postseason for the first time in his career. 
 
With Morrison and Miguel Sano in the middle of their lineup, the Twins suddenly have a pair of power hitters coming off seasons of 38 and 28 
homers, respectively. They haven’t had multiple 30-homer hitters in the same lineup since leaving the Metrodome (Michael Cuddyer and Justin 
Morneau in 2009). 
 
“I think Sano’s pretty pumped up,” Morrison said. “He’s going to have somebody behind him. He said he can get some fastballs now. If he wasn’t 
getting fastballs before, I don’t know what he’s going to do this year. He hits some balls really hard.” 
 
Twins chief baseball officer Derek Falvey said there is a “high likelihood” the team is done adding players after pushing their projected Opening 
Day payroll to $118 million, which would easily surpass the club record of $113.2 million from 2011. 
 
With Morrison in the fold, they have 18 players under contract for 2018 at a combined $111.95 million. Just as vitally, they were able to fortify a 
wild-card entrant without making a single commitment beyond two years or giving up a compensatory draft pick or top-30 prospect. 
 
According to a person with direct knowledge, Morrison’s 2018 base salary is $5.5 million with a $1 million buyout on an $8 million club option 
for 2019. With 600-plus plate appearances, the option vests at $9.5 million. 
 
Should Morrison have between 550 and 599 plate appearances, the club option would increase to $9 million with a $1.5 million buyout. At 500 to 
549 plate appearances, the club option drops to $8.5 million with a $1 million buyout. 
 
Morrison also has performance bonuses of $500,000 each for 450, 500 and 550 plate appearances in 2018. 
 
Too bad his deal doesn’t include extra pay for one-liners. He displayed his quick wit several times during a 14-minute chat with the media, which 
included his old friends from Tampa Bay. 
 
He called former Rays teammate Jake Odorizzi an “AWR — average white righty” and referred to Twins manager Paul Molitor, whom he has yet 
to meet, as “Paulie 3K.” Asked about playing in colder climes after spending his big-league career in Florida and Seattle, Morris said he heard the 
grass is heated at Target Field. 
 
“So, I’ll keep my feet warm,” he said. “It’s like 10 percent of your body heat is in your feet. Keep it up in there.” 
 
And the experienced deep-sea fisherman said he’d be willing to try the fresh-water version now that his wife Christie and young daughter Ily will 
be joining him in the Twin Cities. 
 
“If anybody in Minnesota has a house on a lake they want to rent out, let me know,” he said. 
 
Which lake? 
 
“Don’t care. Want some water,” he said. “The closer to the field, the better, but whatever. I just want to be on the water because my daughter’s 
learning how to swim and it would be fun to take her out there and continue that.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Twins’ Miguel Sano spends four hours with MLB investigators 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | February 28, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — Twins third baseman Miguel Sano said he spent four hours on Tuesday meeting with investigators from Major League 
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Baseball, but neither he nor the team had any sense of how much longer the process would continue. 
 
It has been exactly two months since the 24-year-old all-star from the Dominican Republic was publicly accused of unwanted sexual advances by 
freelance photographer Betsy Bissen. Sano, who could face fine or suspension, continues to deny any wrongdoing in connection with the alleged 
incident from October 2015 at the Ridgedale Center in Minnetonka. 
 
While people familiar with the investigation said it’s common for the accused to be interviewed last, it’s also possible that MLB will now circle 
back to those Bissen and anyone else mentioned during Sano’s testimony on Tuesday. 
 
Sano missed on-field workouts with the Twins on Tuesday in order to comply with the MLB investigation, but he was in good spirits in the 
dugout during Tuesday night’s game and again in the clubhouse on Wednesday morning. 
 
Batting cleanup and playing third base for the first time since Nov. 13 surgery on his left shin, Sano flied out twice while seeing just three pitches. 
He played the first five innings at third base and had just two chances. 
 
In the first inning, he took his time in fielding a Willy Adames chopper and bouncing a spinning throw to first that Joe Mauer couldn’t handle for 
what was ruled an infield hit. In the fourth, Sano came barreling in to make a barehand play on Nick Solak’s slow roller. 
 
“I’m ready to do that,” Sano said of that type of play before the game. 
 
Twins bench coach Derek Shelton, managing the home game with manager Paul Molitor across the state on a split-squad day, liked what he saw 
from Sano. 
 
“The fact that he got through it and feels good afterwards, that’s the first step of spring training for him,” Shelton said. “He played five and was 
fine and was in good spirits, I think that’s a positive sign.” 
 
Sano pointed to the base of his left ankle and the bottom of his left knee cap to signify the length of the permanent titanium rod inserted to fortify 
his lower leg. It’s a procedure more commonly seen in the NFL and NBA, and Sano said he was aware of the rod’s length — perhaps 18 inches or 
more — before undergoing surgery. 
 
“They told me what they were doing,” he said. “I had a video before but I lost my other phone.” 
 
“I’m going to keep it forever,” he said. 
 
GORDON OUT 
Twins infielder Nick Gordon, the fourth overall pick in 2014, suffered a mild strain of his right wrist sliding into third on a triple Tuesday night 
and is day to day. 
 
He avoided all baseball activity Wednesday and was taking treatment round the clock in order to expedite his return. 
 
Gordon, who tripled in the fourth inning, stayed in the game at second base and was able to throw out Rusney Castillo on a grounder in the fifth. 
Sean Miller replaced Gordon in the field to start the sixth inning. 
 
Gordon has reached base three times in six Grapefruit League trips on two extra-base hits and a hit batsman. He also was hit by pitch in the 
exhibition game with the University of Minnesota on Feb. 22. 
 
PALACIOS SIGHTING 
Class A shortstop Jermaine Palacios, the 21-year-old prospect the Twins gave up to land Jake Odorizzi on Jan. 17, made the travel roster and went 
0 for 2 off the Rays bench. 
 
“Our guys have really raved about him in the early workouts and talked about the size,” Rays manager Kevin Cash said. “He’s physical.” 
 
While the streaky Palacios was rated 31st in the Twins system by Baseball America, a scout from a National League club said his team rated 
Palacios in the Twins’ top 15 before the trade. 
 
BRIEFLY 
First baseman Joe Mauer also made his spring debut and grounded out in his only two at-bats. … Byron Buxton made a leaping catch at the wall 
in center field and added his first homer off an 85-mph cutter from right-hander Matt Andriese. … Closer Fernando Rodney made his Twins 
spring debut and threw just 14 of 23 pitches for strikes while allowing a hit, a walk and a run. He started with a 3-2 count that prompted Shelton to 
say, “I think you’re going to see Fernando go 3-2 on a few guys this year.” … Veteran lefty Zach Duke threw a scoreless inning in his Twins 
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debut. Catcher Jason Castro stayed in for an extra inning to work with Duke for the first time. … Right fielder Max Kepler struck out in his only 
two trips after getting plunked on the right biceps with a Roenis Elias breaking ball on Tuesday night. Kepler said he’s never worn a protective 
guard on his lead elbow but might try it now. … An announced crowd of just 3,689 watched the Twins lose 3-1 to the Rays at Hammond Stadium. 
… The Twins beat the Houston Astros 4-2 in a split-squad game behind Ehire Adrianza’s two-run double off Joe Smith. 
 
 
 
 
New Twins slugger Logan Morrison is quick with a joke — and looking for a lake home 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | February 28, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. – Heads up, Thad Levine. The bat you just signed to hit home runs in the middle of the order might overtake your lead in 
another all-important category. 
 
Logan Morrison is an 80-grade quipster. 
 
Early in his career Morrison came under scrutiny and was accused of being immature. He came under fire for some comments he made on social 
media before he quit the popular micro-blogging website Twitter.com. Morrison says that he’s grown up a little over his baseball career, and 
mentioned during his introduction to the media Wednesday that having a daughter has helped him to put in perspective the events that happen on 
a baseball field. Whatever the case: he has not lost his sense of humor. He let the jokes fly in his first official Twins function after passing his 
physical. 
 
It’s a small sample size, but based on the first look, the guy they call LoMo grades off the charts in One-Liners Per 9. 
 
Here’s a quick sampling of some zingers he tossed around in his low-key introductory press conference that took place in the media lunchroom at 
Hammond Stadium. 
 
–He’s already got a nickname for his new Hall of Fame manager. 
A reporter asked Morrison if he intends to hit behind Miguel Sano in the batting order. 
 
“You know,” Morrison said, “it’s crazy. 
 
“I just got here last night. I haven’t even met Paulie 3K as I like to call him — he doesn’t know that yet,” he said, in reference to the fact that 
Molitor racked up more than 3,000 hits in his big league career. 
 
Having gotten to know Molitor just a little bit over the past few years, he’s a somewhat reserved individual. 
 
Paulie 3K? 
 
“I haven’t met him yet. I don’t really care where I hit just as long as I’m in the lineup helping this team every day, I’m OK with that,” Morrison 
said. 
 
–Morrison’s in the market for a lake home. 
During his press conference, Morrison stopped to announce: “Anybody in Minnesota have a house on a lake they want to rent me, let me know.” 
 
Which lake? 
 
“Don’t care. I want some water. The closer to the field, the better, but whatever,” he said. 
 
He said that he’s a deep-sea fisher, but he’s aware that his hobby of choice will be hard to come by in Minnesota. 
 
“Just want to be on the water because my daughter is learning how to swim, and it would be fun to take her out and continue that,” he said. 
 
–Morrison has a scouting report on his past-and-present teammate Jake Odorizzi. 
“That’s my guy,” Morrison said. “That’s the AWR — Average White Righty. But he gets outs.” 
 
When a writer told Morrison that he couldn’t wait to write that line, Morrison said: “How about this one? He’s got a great dad bod.” 
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Twins’ Buxton robs, hits homer in spring training 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | February 28, 2018 
 
RAYS 3, TWINS (SS) 1 
 
Byron Buxton had the only two hits for Minnesota’s split squad, including a solo home run, and he robbed Tampa Bay‘s C.J. Cron of a dinger in 
the fifth inning. Twins closer Fernando Rodney pitched the fourth inning and allowed one run on a hit and a walk. Ryan Yarbrough started for 
Tampa Bay and gave up one hit in two shutout innings. Rays infielder Matt Duffy was scratched because of back spasms. 
 
TWINS (SS) 4, ASTROS 2 
 
Jose Altuve went 3 for 3, George Springer had two hits and scored a run and Alex Bregman homered for Houston. Lance McCullers Jr. started for 
the Astros and allowed two hits with three strikeouts in two innings. Erick Aybar had two hits and scored a run for a Minnesota split squad. 
 
 
 
Morrison ‘just going to be me’ after finding fit with Twins 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | February 28, 2018 
 
The Minnesota Twins were all about upgrading their pitching this winter, giving both their bullpen and their rotation with a series of acquisitions. 
 
With the market moving slowly, though, there were position players still available for sensible investments. 
 
That included Logan Morrison and his 38 home runs. 
 
Morrison and the Twins finalized a $6.5 million, one-year contract Wednesday, a deal that includes a $5.5 million salary this year and an $8 
million club option for 2018 with a $1 million buyout. The option would become guaranteed if he reaches 600 plate appearances this season. 
 
“In the free agent market, you are trying to buy wins. You are trying to buy production,” Twins chief baseball officer Derek Falvey said. 
“Ultimately we felt we could buy it at a reasonable cost on the bat side.” 
 
Morrison agreed to terms last weekend subject to a successful physical and was introduced during a news conference at Twins spring training 
headquarters in Fort Myers, Florida. The 30-year-old drove in 85 runs for the Tampa Rays last season to go with his career-best 38 homers. His 
.868 OPS was higher than that of any Twins player last year. 
 
“We’re hopeful that’s the player we’re getting moving forward,” Falvey said. 
 
His patience tested by the lack of action in free agency, Morrison, said he turned down offers from a couple of other teams before he found a fit 
with the Twins. The potential for postseason success on a team that reached the AL wild card game last year was one selling point. The way 
Falvey and the rest of the organization made him feel wanted was another one. 
 
The Twins made clear to Morrison that they sought him to be their primary designated hitter, though he’ll certainly give Joe Mauer a break from 
time to time at first base. He could also in a pinch play either of the corner outfield spots, since he began his major league career as a left fielder 
for the Florida Marlins in 2010. 
 
“I’m just going to be me. And I think if I’m me, we’re going to have a lot of fun, we’re going to win a lot of games, and if I’m DH-ing or playing 
first, whatever,” Morrison said. “If I’m DH-ing that day, help the team get some hits. If I’m playing first, I’m going to get some hits, hit some 
homers and save some runs.” 
 
Morrison had his lively personality on display Wednesday, casually referring to manager Paul Molitor as “Pauly 3K” to reference his membership 
in the 3,000-hit club and making an open call to Minnesotans to rent him a lake house for the season. 
 
“The closer to the field, the better, but whatever,” Morrison said. 
 
Now married with a 2-year-old daughter, Morrison has matured beyond his early seasons when he was more of a loose cannon, particularly when 
using his Twitter account. An adjustment to his swing helped unlock more of his power last year, but he also credited the grounding provided by 
the presence of his young family. 
 
“I stopped thinking so much about myself,” Morrison said. “Listen, anybody that tells you they’re a team guy first, there is no `I’ in team, but 
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there is a `me.’ You have to take care of yourself first, before you can help other players. Being able to learn that has helped me. I’m here for 
those guys if they need me to help them with their swing or their approach, fielding ground balls. The experience of moving to a new position. 
Going back to your old position. I’ve done a lot in a short time.” 
 
Falvey said there’s a “high likelihood” the Twins are finished adding players, after signing relievers Fernando Rodney, Addison Reed and Zach 
Duke and trading for starter Jake Odorizzi. Morrison pushed their payroll past the team’s previous opening-day high of more than $112 million in 
2011. They have also added two veterans on no-guarantee contracts, starting pitcher Anibal Sanchez and shortstop Erick Aybar. 
 
“I feel like we have a really good thing going here from top to bottom,” Morrison said. “They’ve made it real easy for me to come in and feel 
welcome.” 
 
 
 
 
The player from each MLB team who doesn't get talked about enough 
David Schoenfield | ESPN | February 28, 2018 
 
OK, enough with Giancarlo Stanton and Shohei Ohtani and J.D. Martinez. Those guys have received enough publicity early in spring training. 
Let’s look at some under-the-radar players, guys who don’t get much publicity but, though they might not be big stars, help their teams win 
baseball games… 
 
… Minnesota Twins: Jorge Polanco, SS. Polanco’s first full season produced 2.1 WAR and more power than expected, with 46 extra-base hits. 
Polanco's strikeout rate was well below the league average, and his defense graded out as average as well (minus-1 defensive runs saved). He's 
young enough to get better, especially if you look at his second-half numbers: .293/.359/.511, 10 home runs. 
 
 
 
Minnesota Twins 2018 season preview: No more surprises, time to start winning 
Mike Axisa | CBS Sports | February 28, 2018 
 
The Minnesota Twins made history last season. In 2017, the Twins became the first team in baseball history to go from 100-plus losses one year 
to qualifying for the postseason the next. Minnesota went an MLB worst 59-103 in 2016 -- no other team lost more than 94 games that year -- 
before going 85-77 and claiming the second AL Wild Card spot in 2017. 
 
FANTASY DRAFT PREP 
Team Outlook: Logan Morrison deepens their lineup 
The postseason trip was short last year -- Minnesota lost the AL Wild Card Game at Yankee Stadium despite jumping out to a 3-0 lead in the first 
inning -- and, truth be told, the Twins didn't expect to contend in 2017. Heck, they sold at the trade deadline! Closer Brandon Kintzler was traded 
for a prospect and lefty Jaime Garcia was acquired, then flipped a week later.  
 
Following the trade deadline the Twins went 35-24, the third best record in the AL, and they scored the most runs in baseball. For real. The runs 
scored leaderboard after July 31: 
 
Minnesota Twins: 346 
Chicago Cubs: 338 
Cleveland Indians: 312 
New York Yankees: 301 
St. Louis Cardinals: 292 
 
The Twins were a surprise contender in 2017. They will not be a surprise contender in 2018. They're not sneaking up on anyone. The Twins were 
in the postseason last year and they aggressively made upgrades this offseason. Although their pursuits of Shohei Ohtani and Yu Darvish fell 
short, the Twinkies spent money in free agency (Zach Duke, Logan Morrison, Michael Pineda, Addison Reed, Fernando Rodney, Anibal Sanchez) 
and swung a noteworthy trade (Jake Odorizzi). 
 
Those veteran reinforcements join a talented young roster, especially on the position player side. Knocking off the Indians in the AL Central will 
be tough, though at this time last year, it seemed impossible. At least now it is somewhat plausible. The Twins are definitely trending in the right 
direction. Let's preview their 2018 season. 
 
The vitals 
2017 record: 85-77 (plus-25 run differential) 
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Is this the year Buxton becomes a superstar? 
It feels like center fielder Byron Buxton has been trying to establish himself in the big leagues for the better part of a decade now, but he turned 
only 24 in December, and last season was his first full year as an MLB player. The final numbers were solid -- Buxton hit .253/.314/.413 (94 
OPS+) with 16 home runs in 2017 -- but not knock your socks off great. 
 
But gosh, those tools. Buxton might be the best pure athlete in baseball and his speed is unreal. In fact, Statcast's sprint speed metric says he was 
the faster player in MLB last season with a top speed of 30.2 feet-per-second. Buxton went 29 for 30 stealing bases last year, and the one time he 
got caught, he beat the throw and was safe, but overslid the bag and was tagged out. 
 
 
That speed and athleticism, as well as tremendous outfield instincts, have allowed Buxton to emerge as the game's best defensive center fielder. 
That's how he was able to put up +5.1 WAR despite a 94 OPS+ last year. Buxton was that good in center field. The 2017 defensive runs saved 
leaderboard among center fielders: 
 
Byron Buxton, Minnesota Twins: +24 
Kevin Pillar, Toronto Blue Jays: +15 
Jackie Bradley Jr., Boston Red Sox: +10 
 
The glove is elite and the baserunning is elite. Will the bat ever be elite? Or even just above-average? Buxton was considerably better in the 
second half (135 OPS+) than the first half (61 OPS+) last year, which suggests things are starting to click. Not coincidentally, Buxton's offense 
began to tick up when his strikeout rate went down. 
 
Byron Buxton was able to cut his strikeout rate as the 2017 season progressed. FanGraphs 
Buxton still struck out in 29.4 percent of his plate appearances last season, the eighth highest rate in baseball. It's entirely possible he will always 
strike out a bunch. Baseball is hard. And if he does, it's still possible for Buxton to be a better than average hitter, and an all-around great player 
thanks to his legs and defense. 
 
That said, it would not be unprecedented for a talented young player like Buxton to cut down on his strikeouts. Look at George Springer. He 
struck out in 33.0 percent of his plate appearances as a rookie in 2014. By last season, Springer cut it down to a better than average 17.6 percent. 
Mike Trout went from 26.1 percent strikeouts in 2014 to 17.8 percent in 2017. Giancarlo Stanton went from 28.5 percent strikeouts as a rookie to 
23.6 percent in 2017. 
 
Bottom line, Buxton is a supremely talented player and a flawed hitter. He strikes out a lot. So do lots of other guys. What separates Buxton from 
the pack is his defense, his baserunning, his athleticism, and his raw tools. This kid wasn't the No. 2 pick in the 2012 draft by accident. Late last 
year Buxton seemed to figure some things out at the plate, and when a player like this starts to figure it out, great things tend to happen. 
 
Questions about Sano 
Does the Wild Card Game play out differently if the Twins have a healthy and effective Miguel Sano? Sano hit .264/.352/.507 (127 OPS+) with 
28 home runs in 114 games last year before a foul pitch to the shin effectively ended his season in August. He did play in the final three games of 
the regular season to see whether he could be a Wild Card option, even as a pinch-hitter, but no dice. 
 
Sano had surgery to treat a stress reaction in the shin over the winter, and good news is his rehab has gone well, well enough that he will make his 
spring training debut Wednesday. In the field, at third base. Not as a DH. 
 
 Dan Hayes 
Sano is a large human and he did gain weight over the winter while rehabbing from surgery -- GM Thad Levine humorously said Sano showed up 
to camp with "generous carriage" -- and that's something he'll have to work to correct in camp. He's always going to be a big guy. But dropping 
some weight wouldn't hurt. 
 
Getting back into game shape post-surgery is one thing. The larger issue with Sano right now is MLB's investigation into his alleged sexual 
assault. Over the winter a photographer accused Sano of assaulting her back in 2015. Commissioner Rob Manfred's office is very thorough with 
their investigations, and as of last week, neither Sano nor Manfred could provide an update. From Dan Hayes of The Athletic: 
 
"I haven't heard anything that's going on in the investigation right now and I have no comments right now," Sano said through an interpreter. "I'm 
just waiting to see what happens."  
"Obviously, it has been our policy and will continue to be our policy that any allegation of this type we will carefully investigate and take 
appropriate action consistent with those policies," Manfred said at a Grapefruit League media event on Thursday.  
 
Manfred has the ability to suspend Sano under the league's relatively new -- and collectively bargained -- Joint Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault 
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and Child Abuse Policy, even without criminal charges. Thus far suspensions under the policy have been as small as 15 games and as large as 82 
games. 
 
It seems likely Sano will be suspended for some length of time -- every investigation under the domestic violence policy has resulted in a 
suspension -- though neither he nor the Twins know when a suspension will be announced. Between the potential for suspension as well as his 
return from shin surgery, the very good at baseball Miguel Sano will go into the 2018 season with looming questions about his ability to 
contribute, and how long he'll be able to contribute. 
 
The rotation still needs help 
The Twins tried and failed to sign Ohtani and Darvish -- give them credit for trying, not too many teams did that this offseason -- but they were 
able to reel in Odorizzi in a trade earlier this month. The bad news? Staff ace Ervin Santana will be out until late April or early May with finger 
surgery. The club's rotation depth chart looks like this at the moment: 
 
Ervin Santana (out with finger surgery) 
Jake Odorizzi 
Jose Berrios 
Kyle Gibson 
Adalberto Mejia 
Phil Hughes (returning from his second thoracic outlet syndrome surgery) 
Anibal Sanchez 
Michael Pineda (rehabbing from Tommy John surgery) 
Aaron Slegers 
Trevor May (rehabbing from Tommy John surgery) 
Fernando Romero 
 
Pretty sketchy. Pretty, pretty sketchy. Gibson had a 5.07 ERA (87 ERA+) last season. Mejia had a 4.50 ERA (98 ERA+) last season. Sanchez had 
a 6.09 ERA (72 ERA+) from 2016-17. Slegers has 15 1/3 career MLB innings to his credit. Romero has never pitched in the big leagues. Then 
there are the four injured guys. 
 
The Twins have, very clearly, room for another starting pitcher. And, fortunately for them, Alex Cobb and Lance Lynn remain unsigned. Either 
guy would be an instant upgrade for Minnesota and all it would cost them is cash (and a draft pick). Can't beat that. Maybe Slegers or Romero 
emerges as the next great Twins pitcher in 2018. But with a postseason spot there for the taking, it would behoove the Twins to add more rotation 
depth, whether it's Cobb or Lynn or someone else entirely. 
 
Probable lineup 
MLB: Toronto Blue Jays at Minnesota Twins 
Byron Buxton will look to carry 2017's big second half into 2018. USATSI 
Like I said, the Twins led baseball in runs scored the final two months of last season, and earlier this week they added Morrison and his 38-homer 
bat on a low-cost one-year contract. Manager Paul Molitor can now run this lineup out there on Opening Day: 
 
2B Brian Dozier 
1B Joe Mauer 
3B Miguel Sano 
DH Logan Morrison 
LF Eddie Rosario 
CF Byron Buxton 
RF Max Kepler 
SS Jorge Polanco 
C Jason Castro 
 
Bench: C Mitch Garver, UTIL Eduardo Escobar, OF Robbie Grossman 
That is a sneaky good lineup. A little too left-handed -- Mauer, Morrison, Rosario, Kepler, and Castro are all lefty swingers -- but quite good 
overall. Escobar quietly hit .254/.309/.449 (100 OPS+) last season and is a nifty little utility guy.  
 
It should be noted switch-hitter Kennys Vargas is out of minor league options, meaning he must pass through waivers to be sent to Triple-A. It's 
possible the Twins will try to slip Vargas through waivers to stash him in the minors -- one-dimensional sluggers aren't exactly hot waiver 
commodities -- otherwise he'll be on the roster as a bench bat. For now, the Morrison signing squeezed Vargas off the Opening Day roster. 
 
Probable rotation 
Again, the rotation is looking sketchy at the moment. This is the starting five the Twins are expected to use come the start of the regular season: 
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RHP Jake Odorizzi 
RHP Jose Berrios 
RHP Kyle Gibson 
RHP Adalberto Mejia 
RHP Phil Hughes 
 
Sanchez could push Hughes to the bullpen. I suppose the good news is Santana is expected to return within the first month of the season. That'll 
be a nice little pick-me-up. 
 
Probable bullpen 
The bullpen was a weakness at times last season, especially after Kintzler was traded away. The Twins addressed that weakness with a series of 
free agent signings this winter. Here is Molitor's tentative bullpen: 
 
Closer: RHP Fernandez Rodney 
Setup: RHP Addison Reed 
Middle: LHP Zach Duke, RHP Trevor Hildenberger, RHP Tyler Kinley, RHP Ryan Pressly, LHP Taylor Rogers 
Long: RHP Anibal Sanchez 
 
Rodney is 40 years old now and he'll still make things interesting more often than not, but gosh, he was outstanding after April last year. He went 
33 for 37 in save chances with a 2.38 ERA and a .154/.250/.192 opponent's batting line in 45 1/3 innings from May 1 through the end of the 
season. Can he do it again this year? The Twins are betting $4.5 million he can. 
 
In Reed, the Twins have a bona fide ace reliever who could fill something of an Andrew Miller role, and get big outs regardless of whether they 
come in the sixth, seventh, or eighth innings. Hildenberger was quite strong last season -- he had a 3.21 ERA (137 ERA+) with 44 strikeouts and 
four unintentional walks in 42 innings -- and is the middle innings sleeper. Rodney, Reed, and Hildenberger are a nice little bullpen trio. 
 
 
 
Twins done shopping after acquisition of Logan Morrison 
Dan Hayes | The Athletic | February 28, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — The Twins appear to be done adding to the roster, at least for now. 
 
The final piece to a strong offseason for the Twins was added Wednesday when Logan Morrison officially signed a one-year deal with an option 
that could pay him up to $16.5 million. 
 
After he blasted 38 home runs in 2017, Morrison will earn $6.5 million this season. He took his physical on Wednesday morning and should be in 
the lineup on Friday. 
 
Chief baseball officer Derek Falvey said the Twins are unlikely to add any more major pieces to the roster in an offseason where three veteran 
relievers and starting pitchers Jake Odorizzi and Anibal Sanchez were already acquired. 
 
The latest adds, Morrison and Odorizzi, who also will earn $6.5 million, brings the team’s projected Opening Day payroll to roughly $117 
million, which would be a franchise record. The Twins also signed Fernando Rodney, Zach Duke, Addison Reed and Michael Pineda this winter. 
 
“There is a high likelihood this is the group here,” Falvey said. “I can’t credit Jim Pohlad enough for his support. We came into the offseason 
knowing if it was a good move, he’d be supportive of it. But it’s clear our payroll and otherwise reflects that. But at the same time, we’ve always 
been thoughtful about where the spots are and what the right investments are and to be flexible at the deadline. I would say this is the majority of 
the group that will go.” 
 
When it came to addressing their needs this offseason, adding position players wasn’t as big of a priority for the Twins. Pitching was far more 
important. 
 
But after the Twins acquired Odorizzi on Feb. 17, Falvey said the team would keep its options open. Morrison — who hit .246/.353/.516 in 601 
plate appearances and was worth 3.3 f-WAR — became increasingly attractive. 
During his press conference, one in which he identified manager Paul Molitor as “Paulie3K” and described Odorizzi as having a “dad bod,” 
Morrison said the interest was mutual. He felt the Twins were the best fit among several from which he had received offers. 
 
“They were honest with me and I was open and honest with them,” Morrison said. “Being able to establish a relationship with them and feel 
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wanted. A lot of times it’s not what is offered, it’s how it’s offered. They definitely do a good job of that. 
 
“I definitely had some ties to some other places.  But it wasn’t an open and honest relationship. So that was one negative. The other one was I 
think the Twins are going to be really good this year, especially with me in the lineup. So that’ll help.” 
 
Morrison’s addition definitely helps as he primarily will take over as the team’s designated hitter and lengthen a lineup that finished fourth in the 
AL last year with 815 runs. 
 
The Twins want to return to the postseason in 2018 after a surprising run last season. ESPN baseball analyst Dan Szymborski said signing 
Morrison brings the team’s chances of back to 49.6 percent, according to ZiPS. 
 
One of several high-profile free agents still on the market, Morrison, 30, said having the chance to win was a big factor. 
 
“You never know in this game,” Morrison said. “If this is the last year I ever play, I want to have a chance. I think any player going into a season 
just wants to have a chance.” 
 
Morrison admitted his patience was tested a little as he had to endure the wait to sign with a team. He also isn’t fond of losing. But Morrison drew 
a rave review from Twins bench coach Derek Shelton, who was a member of the Rays coaching staff in 2016, Morrison’s first season in Tampa 
Bay. Shelton thinks Morrison will be a benefit in the lineup and in the clubhouse, and he said Morrison spent much of the day with his new 
teammates even though he only was cleared right before game time. 
 
“You can feel his personality right off the bat,” Shelton said. “He likes to have fun. He’s a good teammate. But I think the biggest thing having a 
little history with him is the way he plays the game. He’s all in. He watched seven innings of the game that he could have not watched any of it.” 
 
Though it has been an uncharacteristically slow year in free agency, Falvey is pleased with how his team looks. With Opening Day a month away, 
Falvey knows the Twins have improved where they needed to. 
 
“It’s been a unique year,” Falvey said. “We’re not the only camp talking about that. You just have to roll with the punches. I like having a few 
days to relax with my family heading into spring training, but that didn’t happen this year. The conversations I had with Tampa at the time and 
Jake was a lot. People ask if this is the new normal and I’m not sure how to answer that. But it’s good that we have a bulk of the group here and 
hopefully we stay healthy.” 
 
And what of that group that isn’t here? Falvey said earlier this month he hopes to be in a position where the Twins are looking to fill holes in July. 
If they are, he feels good about the state of the farm system to provide the necessary resources for a trade. 
 
“We’re positioned well to take the next step with (this) young group,” Falvey said. “But also, should it be necessary, and I’m hopeful that it is, 
that we’re in a position in July that we could go get a piece if needed.” 
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