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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
1976-The Reds take a commanding lead, 3-0, over the Yankees in the World Series with a victory, 6-2, at Yankee Stadium. 

Designated hitter Dan Driessen has a single, double, home run and a walk 

MLB.COM 
Reds' Trammell sharpening one tool in the AFL 

By Jonathan Mayo MLB.com @JonathanMayo 

Oct. 18th, 2018 

 

Taylor Trammell, the Reds No. 3 prospect, and No. 17 on the overall Top 100 prospect list, is a veritable toolshed when it comes to 

his skills on the field. They've been on display for each of his two-plus seasons in pro ball and a national audience got to see them 

on a larger stage when he took home Futures Game MVP honors in July. 

 

The one tool that has been behind all the others to date has been his throwing arm. He's Major League-average or above in 

everything else, but his left arm had a just below-average 45 grade on it this year. He's been working tirelessly on addressing that 

relative shortcoming, first during instructional league play at the Reds' Spring Training complex in Goodyear, Arizona, and now as 

part of the Scottsdale Scorpions' outfield in the Arizona Fall League. 

 

"Every day I would throw, figure out my arm slot, how to get a better arm slot, and the ball is flying a little bit more," Trammell 

said of his efforts at instructs which has carried over to early AFL play. "I have more backspin on balls. I've gotten some coaches to 

compliment me on that." 

 

That's always the best motivator. Everyone, even professional athletes, need positive feedback. Hearing from people, especially 

those not from the Reds organization, praise his throwing, is all the fuel Trammell needs to keep working on that part of his craft as 

he continues to learn the best way to throw from all three outfield spots. 

 

"That was the biggest thing because not many people think too much about that and that was one of the most gratifying things I've 

had in the past few days, where people have complimented me on my arm, saying, 'Hey, you really don't have a bad arm,'" 

Trammell said. "That's something I've been feeling really good about lately." 

 

Trammell is also working on his sliding to help avoid any unnecessary injuries, especially since he does like to use his 70 speed on 

the basepaths (90 career steals in 300 games). He's had tremendous tutors in Delino DeShields and Eric Davis, and continues to 

work on it with the Scorpions, picking up a pair of stolen bases in his first five games. 

 

Trammell, who turned 21 in September, came in via the 2016 Draft as a two-sport star who many wrongly thought would be a bit 

raw at the start of his pro career. He showed a much more advanced approach at the plate from the get-go than many anticipated. 

More than anything, Trammell is a sponge for knowledge, making the Fall League the perfect location for him, a place where 

soaking up information is greatly encouraged. 

 

"The biggest thing while we're here, and everywhere you go, you always have to find a way to learn something new every single 

day and I think I can say at this point in my career, I've learned everywhere I've been," Trammell said. "To pick the brains of some 

of the guys that are here with different organizations, some of the coaches, I think that's what's going to help me further my career. 

I'm really excited about that. 

 

"I'm taking every single day to learn something new. This is a chance for me to face some of the best competition Minor League 

baseball has to offer. Guys are here trying to prove stuff. I'm trying to prove stuff. I'm here to compete also. I'm here to have fun, but 

it's not just a vacation for the Arizona Fall League. It's a competitive atmosphere. I'm ready to compete to the best of my ability right 

now." 

 

Reds hitters in the Fall League 

 

Mark Kolozsvary, C: At the University of Florida, Kolozsvary handled future first-round arms like Alex Faedo, Jackson Kowar and 

Brady Singer in 2017, a big reason why the Reds drafted him in the seventh round that June. After spending his first full season in 



the Midwest League, the Reds are challenging him with catching a much higher level of arms in the AFL while working on his 

offensive approach. 

 

Shed Long, 2B: The offensive-minded second baseman had an on again, off again season, hitting especially well in April and 

August and struggling particularly in May and July. Still, he finished with double-digits in home runs and stolen bases in Double-A, 

with his AFL stint designed to get him ready for Triple-A and beyond. 

 

Alfredo Rodriguez, SS: Since signing in July 2016, Rodriguez has excelled defensively while showing he has work to do on his 

approach at the plate. Unfortunately, a hamate issue allowed him to play only 46 games in 2018, so he's making up for lost at-bats 

while refining his offensive work this fall. 

 

Reds pitchers in the Fall League 

 

Ty Boyles, RHP: Boyles began making the move to full-time reliever in 2018 with good success (2.75 ERA vs. 6.85 starter ERA). 

He's continuing that transition and learning to use his 90-94 mph fastball in shorter stints with Scottsdale. 

 

Austin Orewiler, RHP: A 25-year-old product of Rice, Orewiler has had trouble moving up the organizational ladder as a swingman. 

The sinkerballer has yet to make it out of A ball and the Reds wanted to evaluate him against better competition as a decision looms 

about protecting him on the 40-man roster. 

 

Wyatt Strahan, RHP: The Reds' third-round pick in 2014, Strahan was once a Top 30 prospect, but he got lost in the shuffle a bit 

with Tommy John surgery in 2016 and a rough move to Double-A this past season. The Reds are using the AFL to evaluate how his 

sinker will play in a bullpen role. 

 

 

Here's what happened in Thursday's AFL action 

MLB.com 

1:07 AM EDT 

 

Here's a team-by-team breakdown of how all 30 teams' prospects fared in Arizona Fall League action on Thursday: 

 

AL East 

 

Blue Jays (Surprise) 

Blue Jays No. 4 prospect Nate Pearson (No. 90 overall) flashed his usual premium stuff but didn't see the results in his start for 

Saguaros. Working one-plus inning, the 22-year-old right-hander allowed eight runs (seven earned) on five hits with four walks and 

three strikeouts. Cavan Biggio (No. 9), who started at first base, went 0-for-3 with a pair of strikeouts. 

 

Orioles (Glendale) 

Steve Wilkerson went 1-for-4 with a double, also scoring Glendale's lone run. Ryan McKenna (Baltimore's No. 12 prospect) went 0-

for-4 with a strikeout. Jay Flaa took the loss in relief, allowing two runs (one earned) on two walks in one-third of an inning. 

 

Rays (Peoria) 

Rays No. 9 prospect Lucius Fox went 2-for-5 from the leadoff spot. He is batting .407 through six Fall League games, and he has 

multiple hits in five of them. 

 

Red Sox (Mesa) 

Red Sox No. 6 prospect Bobby Dalbec connected on his first Fall League homer, a three-run shot in the first inning, before finishing 

3-for-5 with four RBIs. Through six games, he's hitting .304 with nine RBIs. Darwinzon Hernandez and Mike Shawaryn -- Boston's 

Nos. 7 and 9 prospects, respectively -- both pitched well in relief. Hernandez allowed two runs (one earned) in two innings, but also 

recorded four of his six outs via strikeout, while Shawaryn struck out a pair as he pitched around a single during a scoreless ninth 

inning. 

 

Yankees (Glendale) 

Steven Sensley went 1-for-4 with a single and Thairo Estrada (New York's No. 16 prospect) went 1-for-3 with a single as the duo 

accounted for half of Glendale's hits. Kyle Zurak blew a save opportunity in the 10th inning, as he balked in Salt River's winning 

run. 

 

AL Central 

 

Indians (Glendale) 



Justin Garza had a strong start for the Desert Dogs, tossing 3 2/3 scoreless innings. The right-hander allowed one hit and struck out 

four. Dalbert Siri and Jared Robinson each worked a scoreless inning of relief. Siri allowed one hit and struck out one, while 

Robinson also gave up one hit. Connor Marabell went 0-for-4 with a strikeout in the cleanup spot. 

 

Royals (Surprise) 

Royals No. 2 prospect Khalil Lee went 0-for-4 with a pair of strikeouts. Catcher Meibrys Vilora scored a run and reached base three 

times as part of a 1-for-2, two-walk showing that improved his Fall League average to .357. Nick Heath is hitting .533 through five 

games despite going 0-for-2. Arnaldo Hernandez (2 1/3 innings, 3 hits allowed, one walk, two strikeouts) and Grant Gavin (two 

innings, one strikeout) were bright spots out of the bullpen as the only Surprise hurlers to not allow a run in the game. Gavin, a 23-

year-old righty, has given up only one hit in five scoreless innings (three appearances) so far in the AFL. Walker Sheller was tagged 

for five earned runs on three hits and two walks in two-thirds of an inning. 

 

Tigers (Mesa) 

The lone Tigers farmhand to play for Mesa on Thursday, Daniel Woodrow went 2-for-4 with a walk and three runs scored from the 

bottom of the order. He's hitting .389 through five games. 

 

Twins (Salt River) 

Jaylin Davis went 1-for-4 with an RBI as he drove in the game-tying run with a fielder's choice. Travis Blankenhorn (Minnesota's 

No. 18 prospect) went 1-for-3 with a single. The Twins' duo accounted for two of the Rafters' three hits. 

 

White Sox (Glendale) 

White Sox No. 9 prospect Luis Alexander Basabe went 0-for-3 with a walk and strikeout. Zach Thompson pitched a perfect ninth 

inning, striking out two and sending the game to extra innings. 

 

AL West 

 

A's (Mesa) 

A's No. 30 prospect Skye Bolt's second AFL homer was a three-run shot that capped Mesa's eight-run eighth inning. He scored three 

runs to match his three RBIs and also walked twice before finishing 2-for-4. First out of the 'pen for the Solar Sox, Jake Bray 

notched two strikeouts and two ground-ball outs as he completed two perfect frames. 

 

Angels (Mesa) 

Angels No. 4 prospect Jahmai Jones recorded three hits for the second time in six games in the AFL. He reached base four times, as 

the 21-year-old second baseman went 3-for-5 with a double, RBI and three runs scored. Roberto Baldoquin (1-for-6, RBI) and 

David MacKinnon (0-for-4, 2 walks) each scored a run, and Ryan Clark contributed with a scoreless inning in relief. 

 

Astros (Scottsdale) 

Astros No. 8 prospect J.B. Bukauskas collected his first win of the Fall League season, tossing four scoreless innings against Peoria. 

The right-hander allowed two hits and one walk while striking out four. Bukauskas hasn't allowed an earned run in 7 1/3 innings 

over two AFL starts. Trent Thornton (No. 24) followed Bukauskas with 1 1/3 scoreless innings of relief, allowing two hits and 

striking out three. Abraham Toro-Hernandez (No. 21) went 1-for-2 with a run scored. Ronnie Dawson went 1-for-3 with a walk and 

a run scored. Drew Ferguson walked in a pinch-hit appearance.  

 

Mariners (Peoria) 

Mariners prospects Evan White (No. 2) and Ian Miller (No. 20) each went 1-for-4 with a single. White is batting .346 in six Fall 

League games. Matt Walker pitched an inning of relief, allowing one run on one hit and one walk with one strikeout. 

 

Rangers (Surprise) 

Rangers No. 2 prospect Julio Pablo Martinez (No. 56 overall) went 1-for-3 from the bottom of the lineup as he accounted for one of 

the Saguaros' four hits. Charles LeBlanc notched a hit and scored a run, as he owns a .381 average after finishing 1-for-3. Reliever 

Joe Barlow allowed two earned runs on two hits in 1 2/3 innings, striking out three and walking two. 

 

NL East 

 

Braves (Peoria) 

Jeremy Walker took his first loss of the Fall League season, allowing six earned runs on seven hits in 3 2/3 innings. The right-

hander walked one and struck out three. Ray-Patrick Didder went 1-for-5, while Braxton Davidson went 0-for-3 with a walk. 

 

Marlins (Salt River) 

Marlins No. 26 prospect Bryson Brigman went 1-for-3 with a single, one of the Rafters' three hits. Brian Miller (No. 11) entered as a 

pinch-runner in the 10th and scored the game-tying run. 

 



Mets (Scottsdale) 

Mets No. 11 prospect Desmond Lindsay went 2-for-4 with a double, a walk and a run scored. Lindsay has played in two Fall League 

games and collected two hits in each of them. Andres Gimenez (No. 1) entered as a pinch-hitter in the eighth inning and went 1-for-

1 with an RBI double, a walk and a run scored. Stephen Nogosek (No. 24) tossed 1 2/3 innings of scoreless relief, allowing one hit 

and one walk with two strikeouts. 

 

Nationals (Salt River) 

Nationals No. 2 prospect Carter Kieboom (No. 37 overall) went 0-for-3 with a walk and scored the game-winning run on a balk in 

the 10th inning. Daniel Johnson (Washington's No. 7) went 0-for-4 with two strikeouts from the leadoff spot. Ben Braymer tossed 

two scoreless innings of relief, allowing one hit and striking out four. Taylor Guilbeau pitched 1 1/3 perfect innings of relief, while 

Jordan Mills worked two perfect innings with three strikeouts. 

 

Phillies (Scottsdale) 

Phillies No. 11 prospect Arquimedes Gamboa went 1-for-4 with an RBI. Darick Hall went 2-for-4 with three RBIs out of the 

cleanup spot. Austin Listi went 1-for-5 with a run scored. Jonathan Hennigan worked a perfect eighth inning, striking out one. 

 

NL Central 

 

Brewers (Peoria) 

Daniel Brown tossed 2 1/3 scoreless innings of relief, allowing two hits and one walk with three strikeouts. Miguel Sanchez 

followed Brown with a perfect seventh inning, striking out one. Jon Olczak also pitched in relief, allowing one run on one hit and 

two walks while striking out one over one inning. Trent Grisham (Milwaukee's No. 19 prospect) went 0-for-3 with a walk. 

 

Cardinals (Surprise) 

Andy Young drove in a run and went 1-for-4, giving the second baseman at least one hit in all five games so far in the AFL. Lane 

Thomas struck out in his lone at-bat as a pinch-hitter. Will Latcham gave up a three-run homer while working the final 1 1/3 innings 

for the Saguaros. 

 

Cubs (Mesa) 

It was a big day for Cubs hitters, as No. 6 prospect Nico Hoerner (1-for-6, three RBIs), No. 16 D.J. Wilson (1-for-3, four runs, three 

walks, RBI) and catcher P.J. Higgins (2-for-5, homer, three RBIs, two runs) all stood out at the plate in the Solar Sox's lopsided win 

over Surprise. Left-hander Justin Steele, the Cubs' No. 8 prospect, dominated in his second Fall League start as he posted two 

strikeouts and two walks over three hitless frames. More » 

 

Pirates (Surprise) 

Pirates prospects Cole Tucker (No. 5) and Bryan Reynolds (No. 8) were both hitless, going 0-for-4 and 0-for-3, respectively. They 

each struck out once. 

 

Reds (Scottsdale) 

Reds No. 23 prospect Alfredo Rodriguez went 2-for-3 with an RBI and a run scored out of the No. 8 spot in the lineup. Shed Long 

(No. 8) went 0-for-4 with a walk and a run scored, while Mark Kolozsvary went 0-for-5 with an RBI and a run scored. 

 

NL West 

 

D-backs (Salt River) 

D-backs No. 1 prospect Jon Duplantier (No. 80 overall) tossed three scoreless innings in his second start of the Fall League season. 

The right-hander allowed one hit and struck out five. Pavin Smith (Arizona's No. 4) went 0-for-3 with a walk. Renae Martinez 

started at catcher and went 0-for-3. Bo Takahashi pitched two-thirds of an inning in relief, allowing no runs, one hit and one walk. 

Kevin Ginkel earned his first win of the AFL season, allowing one unearned run on one hit in one inning.  

 

Dodgers (Glendale) 

Dodgers No. 2 prospect Keibert Ruiz (No. 39 overall) drove in Glendale's lone run with an RBI double in the 10th inning. It was his 

only hit as he finished 1-for-4. Errol Robinson (Los Angeles' No. 20) went 0-for-4 with three strikeouts from the leadoff spot. Jared 

Walker went 0-for-3 with three strikeouts. Nolan Long pitched 1 1/3 innings of perfect relief, striking out one, and Jordan Sheffield 

also struck out one in one perfect inning. 

 

Giants (Scottsdale) 

Sam Wolff pitched a scoreless inning of relief, allowing two hits and closing out the Scorpions' win over Peoria. Heath Quinn 

entered as a pinch-hitter and went 0-for-1. 

 

Padres (Peoria) 



Padres No. 23 prospect Hudson Potts went 1-for-4 with a double, the Javelinas' lone extra-base hit as they got shut out by 

Scottsdale. Buddy Reed (No. 13) went 1-for-4 and Austin Allen (No. 25) went 0-for-4. 

 

Rockies (Salt River) 

Rockies No. 9 prospect Sam Hilliard and Josh Fuentes each went 0-for-4, combining for three strikeouts. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Cincinnati Reds blog: Ballclub is willing to pay to get its next manager 

REDS BLOG 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 11:20 a.m. ET Oct. 18, 2018 | Updated 11:22 a.m. ET Oct. 18, 2018 

 

Three things are apparent with word the Cincinnati Reds are bringing back David Bell, Brad Ausmus and Joe Girardi for second 

interviews:  

 

*The Reds are willing to spend money to get their guy. Girardi would not be on the list otherwise. 

 

*The team is confident it can compete with the other clubs with openings to get its guy. The Los Angeles Angels, Baltimore, 

Minnesota, Toronto and Texas have openings as well. Bell, Ausmus and Girardi have been linked to at least one of those jobs. 

 

*The Reds could get this done and announce it before the World Series starts. The Series starts Tuesday. 

 

While it’s been reported that Bell, Ausmus and Girardi are “finalists,” a Reds source says that’s not the case. They are being brought 

back for second interviews. None of the other eight candidates has been told they’re out of it, and the club could bring back others 

for second interviews.  

 

Obviously, Bell, Ausmus and Girardi are the favorites, but the Reds have to keep their options open. They could offer the job to 

Bell, Ausmus or Girardi only to have one of the other clubs counter. 

 

I think the Reds may have to work to sell the job to the candidate they settle on, particularly if it’s Ausmus or Girardi. Neither is 

likely to want the job if they see the team years away from competing. 

 

That the Reds are ready to compete is a hard sell. They are coming off four straight 90-loss seasons, and they play in the toughest 

division in the National League.  

 

Girardi, 53, managed the New York Yankees from 2008-17 and won the World Series in 2009. He spent one season with the Miami 

Marlins. 

 

Ausmus, 49, managed the Detroit Tigers from 2014-17, finishing with a 314-332 record and one playoff appearance. He spent this 

season as a special assistant to the general manager for the Los Angeles Angels. 

 

Bell, 46, is a Moeller High School product. He is currently the San Francisco Giants’ farm director. He spent four seasons as a Reds' 

minor league manager and was the St. Louis Cardinals’ bench coach for three years. 

  

 


