
Indians unable to back solid Bauer vs. O's 
By Elliott Smith Special to MLB.com 
BALTIMORE -- Trevor Bauer was off to a solid start Friday, but the analytical pitcher knew it was fool's gold, because he didn't have command 
of all his pitches. 
 
"I really struggled putting guys away tonight," Bauer said. "My slider was terrible. When I can't put guys away with that, they know I'm going to 
throw curveballs. And so when I throw bad ones, I get away with them less." 
 
It was a bad curveball that proved to be the difference in the game, as Baltimore's Trey Mancini broke a 1-1 tie in the fifth inning with a two-run 
double off a hanging Bauer curve to send Cleveland to a 3-1 defeat, spoiling a quality start for Bauer. 
"On a lot of nights, seven innings and three runs, and we're talking about how well he did," manager Terry Francona said. 
 
Bauer (1-2) got off to a fast start, allowing no hits and registering four strikeouts -- all looking -- through the first three innings. But Baltimore's 
Manny Machado came up in the fourth and hammered a home run to straightaway center field to tie the score at 1. The fifth inning got off to a 
poor start when a hit by pitch and single put Bauer in a two-on, no-out situation, and Mancini followed with the decisive blow. 
 
"It was elevated and inner-third, inner-half," Bauer said. "I probably should have thrown a cutter, at least one, tonight. I pretty much limited 
myself to three pitches and one of them wasn't working, so when I'm a two-pitch pitcher, I'm not nearly as good as I can be." 
 
Bauer finished his night giving up five hits while striking out six -- ending a four-start streak of at least seven strikeouts. The three earned runs 
he allowed were a season high, and with the lack of run support Cleveland's starters have been getting, it proved to be a big hurdle to 
overcome. 
 
"I was happy with my ability to throw strikes and command the ball, especially in a ballpark where I typically struggle to do that," he said. "I was 
happy with that aspect of it. I was able to be competitive. I pitched well enough to win, I just didn't get it done tonight." 
 
The Indians' offense continues to sputter, as Edwin Encarnacion drove in the only run for the Tribe when he was hit by a pitch with the bases 
loaded in the first inning. Michael Brantley and Tyler Naquin had two hits apiece while the rest of the lineup could manage only two hits total as 
the Indians tied a season high with 12 strikeouts on the night. 
 
"It's extremely frustrating," shortstop Francisco Lindor said. "I have to do a better job of helping my team. It's a bad streak. It will turn around. It's 
just a matter of time." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Missed chance: The Indians had a golden opportunity to jump out to a big early lead, loading the bases with one out in the first inning on a 
Jason Kipnis single, a Jose Ramirez walk and a Brantley blooper to left. Baltimore starter Dylan Bundy grazed Encarnacion with a pitch to give 
Cleveland a 1-0 lead, but Yonder Alonso's fly ball to left wasn't deep enough to allow Ramirez to tag up and Roberto Perez followed with the 
first of his four strikeouts on the night to end the threat. 
 
"It's really tough," Alonso said. "We had a chance to put away the game right there. We should have done a lot better there." 
 
SOUND SMART 
Bauer's loss ended a run of six straight victories against American League East opponents. His last loss to an AL East foe before Friday was 
May 8, 2017, against Toronto. Overall, Bauer is 9-13 against the division. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"I don't think you just keep putting it off, but we have proven hitters that are going to hit. I hope it starts tomorrow. It's certainly frustrating for 
everybody, but I do believe we're going to hit again." 
-- Francona, on the team's offensive struggles 
 
UP NEXT 
Right-hander Mike Clevinger (1-0, 2.70 ERA) takes the hill after an extended seven-day rest in a 4:05 p.m. ET start Saturday against the 
Orioles' Chris Tillman. Clevinger picked up two victories against the Orioles last season, including a win at Baltimore on June 22. 
 
Salazar among Indians making rehab progress 
By Elliott Smith Special to MLB.com 
BALTIMORE -- The Indians' collection of injured players all remain on the shelf for now, but there has been enough progress made during their 
rehab work that manager Terry Francona has a positive outlook about their return, especially in the case of starter Danny Salazar. 
 
The right-hander has been sidelined all season with right shoulder inflammation, but Francona said Friday that Salazar's bullpen work during 
extended spring camp in Arizona has been encouraging, although there was no discussion of a timetable for his return. 
 
"We're cautiously optimistic that he's kind of turned a corner," Francona said. "His intensity in the bullpens has been good and he says he feels 
pretty good. So that's good." 



Third baseman Gio Urshela continues to rehab his right hamstring strain with Triple-A Columbus. After a day off Thursday, Urshela was 
expected to play five to seven innings with the Clippers on Friday, "depending on how much running and how the game is going," Francona 
said. 
 
Cody Anderson (elbow) continues to throw bullpen sessions in Arizona as he recovers from Tommy John surgery, while Ryan Merritt (left knee) 
also continues to work during extended spring camp. 
 
"Merritt is going to throw one more game in Arizona and then he'll start his rehab progression," Francona said. "And he's starting to feel pretty 
good." 
 
Tribe hopeful busy stretch, weather helps offense 
 
Aside from their brief trip to Puerto Rico, the weather has not been kind to the Indians this season, both from a hitting and schedule standpoint. 
So while the upper-50s temperatures on Friday in Baltimore didn't have anyone thinking summer, they did provide some relief to a frigid April. 
 
"In my career, I've never played so many games this cold," first baseman Yonder Alonso said. "But it is what it is. You can't really put that as an 
excuse. You would like to say it's mind over matter, for sure. Obviously, with the weather, you may hit some balls that you think may carry a 
little bit more in the summertime, but at the end of the day, you've got to grind the at-bats." 
 
In addition to the cold, the rainouts and off-days have also wreaked havoc on the Tribe's hitting habits. Friday's game marked the start of a 
stretch in which Cleveland will play 18 games in 17 days, something that Francona sees as helpful for his squad. 
 
"Hopefully Mother Nature cooperates, because we are such a game built on rhythm and timing," he said. "We've got a lot of baseball coming 
up. Hopefully we play it, because that will be good for us." 
 
Entering Friday, Cleveland had put together five straight games of double-digit hits to raise its batting average from .158 to .208, but that 
remains last in the Majors. 
 
"You have to find a way to make an adjustment, simple as that," Alonso said. "For us, it's not putting that much thought into the weather being 
cold, because the other side has to deal with the same thing." 
 
Haase among top prospect performers 
• Indians No. 20 prospect Eric Haase extended his hitting streak to five games with his first homer of the season, a three-run blast, in the first 
inning of Triple-A Columbus' loss to Rochester. Haase, who is batting .341 through 11 games, added a pair of singles later in the game, 
finishing 3-for-4. 
 
Napoli to have season-ending knee surgery 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- Mike Napoli sustained a serious right knee injury while playing for Triple-A Columbus on Tuesday, creating 
questions about where the first baseman's career will go from here. The Indians announced prior to Thursday's game in Baltimore that Napoli 
will require season-ending surgery. 
 
Indians manager Terry Francona exchanged text messages with Napoli prior to the Indians' game against the Twins on Wednesday in San 
Juan,. 
 
"I told him, 'Things happen for a reason,'" Francona said. "Who knows? Maybe this now starts him on a second journey in his career. I'm not 
speaking for him -- that's not fair. But that's what I hope." 
The Indians announced that Napoli sustained a torn right ACL and meniscus and will require 10-14 months of recovery in order to allow the 
swelling to recede. Napoli was running after a foul popup down the right-field line against Pawtucket at Huntington Park when his right knee 
buckled. 
 
Over 12 Major League seasons, Napoli has played in three World Series -- including in 2016 with the Indians -- and won one championship 
(2013 Red Sox). The catcher turned first baseman belted 267 home runs across his tours with the Angels, Rangers, Indians and Red Sox. 
 
The Indians brought the 36-year-old Napoli to Spring Training this year as a non-roster invitee, giving him a chance to audition for a Major 
League job elsewhere. When an opportunity did not arise, Napoli accepted Cleveland's offer to open the season with Triple-A Columbus. In 
eight games, Napoli went 3-for-24 with one home run for the Clippers. 
 
"He was an impact player," Francona said. "My guess is he'll impact the game doing something else now." 
 
Trevor Bauer and the inevitable growing pains of a new pitch 
By T.J. Zuppe 3h ago  4   
BALTIMORE — Few things beat the honeymoon phase of any relationship. 
 
Everything feels so new and exciting. It's everything you've ever wanted. Nothing can get in the way. 



But that's rarely how life works. 
Every pairing experiences rough patches. It's inevitable. Many will say those tough stretches make your bond stronger. How you overcome 
those moments helps determine the relationship's fate. 
 
In the heat of the moment, the biggest thing you want to avoid is saying something you'll later regret. 
 
When it comes to Trevor Bauer and his newest weapon, he might have crossed that unfortunate line. 
 
“My slider was terrible,” Bauer said after the 3-1 loss to the Orioles on Friday night at Camden Yards. 
 
Sigh. It hurts seeing new relationships suffer … 
 
To this point, it's been interesting to hear Bauer speak of his newest offering. He spent the offseason designing his new slider, crafting it 
through extensive video and data research and seemingly endless hard work. 
 
What emerged from the lab was an offering he hoped could help him carve the plate with lateral glove-side movement that resembled Marcus 
Stroman's breaking ball or Corey Kluber's slider-curve mix. 
 
Easy, right? 
 
He threw the revamped pitch throughout the offseason and spring, entering the year with a good feel for the new offering. And it was working 
almost as well as he hoped. Until it wasn't. 
 
Bauer wasn't satisfied with the action of his slide-piece in his two most recent outings. 
 
According to Baseball Savant (which, in fairness, can often struggle to accurately classify Bauer's pitches), the righty only induced two 
swinging-strikes with his slider Friday night, the pitch he was using to generate the most whiffs entering his most recent start. The pitch also 
produced the highest average exit velocity of any of Bauer's offerings (85.6 mph). 
 
Without it acting like a putaway pitch, he felt a little too reliant on his bigger breaker — his curve. 
 
He threw the curveball five times in his fifth-inning matchup against Trey Mancini, a sequence which ended on the hanging curve that resulted 
in the game-winning, two-run double to left-center field. 
Despite the radar blips, Bauer still gave his club a chance. He received little support from the Tribe's stymied sticks and managed to navigate a 
longer-than-normal layoff between starts. While that offered some degree of positive, Bauer was hardly satisfied. 
 
“When I can’t put guys away with (the slider), they know I’m going to throw curveballs,” Bauer said after allowing three runs in seven innings. 
“When I throw bad ones like that, I get away with them less. Drove the pitch count up when you’re yanking sliders or just throwing bad ones, it 
just didn’t do anything and they’d foul them off. Really need to get that thing figured out.” 
 
So, how does a pitcher go from solid results with a new pitch to befuddled and confused by its actions within the span of a few months? It's 
really not much different from any new relationship, as Bauer explained. 
 
“There’s this phase where you develop a new pitch,” Bauer said. “And it’s really good for about a month or two. You have no idea why — well, I 
have an idea why, but the feel is new. Then you go through the phase where you lose the feel like you do on every pitch. But on the pitches 
you’ve thrown for a while, you know how to get it back. You know what’s important. So, you practice it and it comes back to you. But I don’t 
know what’s important on the slider right now. It’s hard to get it back because I don’t know what’s off.” 
 
Right. And you can't exactly take a new pitch to couples counseling. You can't ask how it's feeling. It won't exactly tell you why its axis isn't 
rotating like you'd prefer. And dammit, what's going on with the laminar flow, hmm? 
 
Without an existing blueprint to dissect the pitch's troubles, he's doing the only thing he knows. 
 
Bauer is going back to work. 
 
But the process is far from simple. Every hiccup becomes a learning experience. 
 
“It’s such a slight difference,” he said. “We’re talking 10-15 degrees, it makes a difference of five, six, seven inches of movement. A lot of times, 
it’s hard to even tell what’s different. Just the ball is coming out and it’s a little flat right now. Just looking at video, it’s hard to tell sometimes 
what the difference is. So, I'll continue on that process the best way I know how and hopefully it comes back.” 
 
And in the meantime? Well, maybe part of solution is to occasionally see other people — err, pitches. At least until Bauer and his slider can 
reconcile. 
 



“My changeup has been really good the last couple outings,” Bauer said. “Probably should have used it more. But it’s not a pitch we go to a 
whole lot for whatever reason. I probably should have thrown a cutter, at least one tonight. But I pretty much limited myself to three pitches. 
One of them wasn’t working. When I’m a two-pitch pitcher I’m not nearly as good as I can be.” 
 
Two-way standout McKay paces Hot Rods over Captains  
By David Glasier, The News-Herald 
In the same season that has Japanese sensation Shohei Ohtani grabbing headlines as a two-way player for the Los Angeles Angels in the big 
leagues, Brendan McKay is doing the same for the full-season Single-A Bowling Green (Ky.) Hot Rods. 
McKay, 22, is a left-handed pitcher and left-handed batting first baseman-designated hitter for the Hot Rods. 
 
The 6-foot-2, 205-pound Pennsylvania native was the designated hitter on April 20 as the Hot Rods opened a three-game series against the 
Captains with a 7-2 victory at Classic Park. 
 
McKay singled twice, raised his batting average to a team-high .346 and drove in four runs as the Hot Rods (7-8) moved ahead with two runs in 
the top of the sixth inning, added another run in the seventh and three more in the eighth. 
In the middle game of the series on April 21, McKay will be the starting pitcher. In two previous starts covering 5.0 innings, he’s 0-0 with a 3.60 
ERA. 
 
“So far, it’s been as good as it can be,” McKay said about his second season in professional baseball. 
 
McKay was selected by the Tampa Bay Rays with the fourth pick overall pick in the first round of the 2017 draft out of Louisville. He had three 
standout seasons at Louisville. 
 
In his final season with the Cardinals, as a junior, he won the Dick Howser Trophy as national college player of the year, the Golden Spikes 
Award as the best amateur player in the United States and his third straight John Olerud Award as the best two-player in college baseball. 
 
His college teammates included former Mentor standout Kade McClure, selected by the Chicago White Sox in the sixth round of the 2017 draft. 
McClure this season is with the Kannapolis (N.C.) Intimidators of the full-season Single-A South Atlantic League. 
 
During the three seasons McKay and McClure were together at Louisville, the Cardinals were 149-42 and made it to the quarterfinals of the 
College World Series in 2017. 
 
McKay began his professional career last season. Chaim Bloom, Tampa Bay president of baseball operations, has said the Rays are going to 
give him every chance to rise through their system as a two-way player. 
 
“Very few guys get a chance to do both. It’s nice when a team gives you that chance,” McKay said. 
 
McKay said he is keeping up with Ohtani, who is batting .324 in nine games as a designated hitter with three home runs and 11 RBI. In three 
starts as a pitcher covering 15 innings, he’s 2-1 with a 3.60 ERA.. 
 
”I would like to see more guys be able to go both ways and take it as long as they can,” McKay said. 
 
The Captains (6-7) got a solid effort from starting pitcher Kirk McCarty. (0-1, 9.42 ERA). The 22-year-old right-hander gave up three runs on six 
hits in 5 2/3 innings. 
 
Beyond a solo home run in the first by third baseman Nolan Jones, the Captains didn’t muster much offense against four Bowling Green 
pitchers. 
 
Orioles 3, Indians 1: 12 Walk-Off Thoughts on Trevo r Bauer’s mission to find out how to fix his slider and the idea of needing to be 
lost to know how to find the way 

By Ryan Lewis 

1. Trevor Bauer has looked at his newly-developed slider, essentially created with straight science and math as much as anything, as one of 
the keys to his 2018 season and beyond. He needed another weapon at the level and effectiveness of his fastball and curveball to add to his 
arsenal. He had a terrific second half of the season in 2017 but went back to the lab all winter to try to find yet another gear. 

2. He found it this spring. He was pleased with where the slider was and how it was moving. He said, in the last week before the regular 
season, that he felt as good with this new pitch as he did with his fastball or his curveball, which he had thrown for years. This was going to be 
something new to give hitters fits, a wipeout pitch to put batters away. 

3. Once the regular season hit, and especially in his last two starts, though, Bauer hasn’t had the feel for his slider. He hasn’t liked the way it 
has felt coming out of his hand, and he hasn’t like how flat the pitch has been. It has been a shell of what he envisioned it would be, basically 
rendering it useless. 

4. Though, a pitcher going through this is normal. Pitchers lose the feel for certain pitches all the time. They adjust, work to get it back and then 
eventually find it again. It’s a common occurrence. On any given day, Pitcher X might not have the feel for Pitch Y, so he has to adjust for that 
outing or a series of starts. Sometimes a pitch might suddenly be better than it ever has been, and pitchers have to adjust that way as well. 



5. Except, here’s the rub: Bauer doesn’t yet know how to fix the slider. He’s never gone through such a thing before with this particular pitch, so 
in terms of fixing it, he can’t be certain of what exactly he has to do. Essentially, you first have to become lost to know exactly how to navigate 
your way out of such a problem. But during that first time of exploration, you’re sort of shooting in the dark to figure it out. Think of it as if you 
had to take an alternate route to work using side streets instead of the highway. The first time might take some guesswork to figure out what 
works. The second time is a breeze because you know the way. In terms of his slider, Bauer is pulling off the highway for the first time. 

6. Said Bauer: “There’s this phase where you develop a new pitch and it’s really good for about a month or two and you have no idea why—well 
I have an idea why, but the feel is new. Then you go through the phase where you lose the feel like you do on every pitch. But on the pitches 
you’ve thrown for a while, you know how to get it back. You know what’s important. So you practice it and it comes back to you. But I don’t 
know what’s important on the slider right now. It’s hard to get it back because I don’t know what’s off. Then you find it again and usually after 
that you realize what’s important and then it’s confident from there on out. I don’t know when that’s going to be. I’m doing all the work to try to 
figure it out. But the axis is tilted. It’s slightly this way [motions side to side] instead of tilting up like it needs to. I don’t know exactly how to get it 
to tilt up.” 

7. It isn’t anything obvious, either. It’s a slight adjustment, an issue of precision, that is needed. The difference between that pitch being fouled 
off and finding Roberto Perez’s mitt for strike three is minuscule. That further emphasizes the trial-and-error nature of all of this. 

8. Said Bauer: “It’s such a slight difference. We’re talking 10-15 degrees, it makes a difference of 5, 6, 7 inches of movement. So a lot of times 
it’s hard to even tell what’s different. Just the ball is coming out and it’s a little flat right now. So just looking at video, it’s hard to tell sometimes 
what the difference is. So continue on that process the best way I know how and hopefully it comes back.” 

9. According to Baseball Savant, Bauer has been throwing the slider about 18-19 times a start recently, or less than half as often as he throws 
his fastball or his curveball. Bauer can go to the changeup if the slider isn’t working, but he knows the fastball-curveball combination has been 
his bread and butter. The problem he’s started to run into is that hitters know that, and if the slider continues to not be enough to put them away 
with two strikes, they can sit on one or the other. He needs three wipeout weapons to get to where he wants to be. 

10. Said Bauer: “I pretty much limited myself to three pitches and one of them wasn’t working. When I’m a two-pitch pitcher I’m not nearly as 
good as I can be.” 

11. Even with all the emphasis on his slider, Bauer still pitched his way to a quality start—seven innings, three runs, five hits three walks and is 
strikeouts—and has his season ERA at 2.67. He didn’t allow a hit the first time through the order. But, he began to be hit hard in the fourth and 
fifth innings. The two key blows came on two pitches, one a 3-0 fastball to Manny Machado and one a hanging curveball. 

12. The curveball was driven for a two-run double to left-center field by Trey Mancini. Bauer said it was elevated. The fastball to Machado, 
though, was where he wanted it, saying, “I actually threw it right where I was trying to. The Holy Ghost strikes again.” 
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Orioles 3, Indians 1: Offense fails to provide enou gh support for Trevor Bauer 

By Ryan Lewis 

BALTIMORE: Trevor Bauer started strong but couldn’t keep it going for the entire night and didn’t get much offensive support in the Indians’ 3-1 
loss to the Baltimore Orioles on Friday night at Oriole Park at Camden Yards. 

Bauer opened the game with three scoreless innings, giving up just one walk and took a no-hitter and a 1-0 lead into the fourth. Quickly, 
though, the Orioles (6-14) began to square everything up while benefiting from some pitch locations that Bauer might have wanted back. 

Bauer fell behind 3-0 to Manny Machado while trying to work the outside part of the plate. He tried an inside fastball and Machado pounced on 
it, belting a solo home run to center field to tie it 1-1. The next two balls put in play — a groundout to the shortstop by Adam Jones and a double 
to center field by Chris Davis — each had exit velocities of at least 102 mph to join Machado’s home run at 109 mph, a stark contrast to the 
quiet first time through the order. 

In the fifth inning, Chance Sisco was hit by a pitch and Luis Sardinas singled to put runners on the corners. Bauer then left a curveball up in the 
zone to Trey Mancini, who ripped a two-run double to the gap in left-center field, putting the Orioles on top 3-1. 

Bauer (1-2) still went on to post a quality start, allowing just one hit over his final two innings. In his seven innings of work, Bauer allowed three 
runs on five hits and three walks and struck out six, bringing his ERA to 2.67. 

The Indians (9-8) put a run on the board in nearly the quietest way possible in the first inning and didn’t make much noise after that. Two walks 
and a single loaded the bases with one out against Orioles starter Dylan Bundy (1-2). Edwin Encarnacion was subsequently hit by a pitch to 
score a run and put the Indians on top 1-0. Yonder Alonso was retired on a flyout to short left field and Roberto Perez struck out to end the 
threat. 

The Indians never had a scoring threat with as much potential the rest of the night. From that point, Bundy cruised. He ended up allowing five 
hits and striking out nine in six innings. Darren O’Day hit Rajai Davis with a pitch with one out in the ninth but worked around it to earn his first 
save. 
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Indians notebook: Mike Napoli tears ACL, meniscus in  right knee, will require season-ending surgery 

By Ryan Lewis 

BALTIMORE: Mike Napoli’s season is finished, and his playing career could be in danger as well. If Napoli does end up deciding to transition 
into coaching, regardless of when that might happen, Indians manager Terry Francona doesn’t think he’ll have any trouble making the leap. 

Napoli tore the ACL and the meniscus in his right knee playing for Triple-A Columbus this week and will require season-ending surgery. This 
significant injury comes after the 36-year-old slugger had a limited market this past winter and was unable to find a major-league job. He signed 
with the Indians knowing that unless an injury occurred to Yonder Alonso or Edwin Encarnacion, he wouldn’t be directly competing for a roster 
spot. 



The Indians brought him in because of the respect they have for Napoli and the added benefit that he might be able to provide some wisdom to 
younger players within the organization. Napoli needed a place to garner as many at-bats in Cactus League games as possible with the hope of 
impressing scouts. He ended up signing a minor-league deal with the Indians and headed to Columbus instead of Cleveland to start the 
season. 

Napoli is now faced with an extended rehab that followed a down 2017 season (.193 average, .713 OPS, both career worsts) and a winter that 
lacked a major-league offer. With all of that could come some decisions on his next step. 

“I do think he’s smart enough to know that once he gets through this disappointment, he’s going to impact somebody somewhere,” Francona 
said. “I hope it’s here. As good a player as he was, he might impact the game more in his second career. I’m not saying he’s done playing, I just 
mean if he chooses to start to be on this side of the field, my guess is he’ll be even better than he was as a player.” 

Francona added that Napoli, who was consistently raved about during the 2016 season as a veteran presence in the clubhouse, could 
effectively do whatever he wanted, whether it be as a manager, hitting instructor, third base coach or almost anything else. 

“Even when he was in Triple-A, he said part of the reason he was there was to maybe just to learn,” Francona said. “He’s smart enough to keep 
his eyes open, and he’s always listening.” 

In 2016, Napoli slugged 34 home runs and had 101 RBI with the Indians, though he struggled down the stretch and during their run to the 
World Series. 

Warming up 

Danny Salazar, who has remained in Arizona as he rehabs from right shoulder inflammation, is starting to show signs of progress, Francona 
said. 

Salazar was given a tentative timeline of remaining in Arizona for about the first month of the season. The injury put Salazar behind the other 
starting pitchers on the roster this spring and effectively opened the door for Mike Clevinger to earn a spot in the rotation. Salazar has been 
trying to catch up ever since. 

“Danny’s actually throwing bullpens and we’re cautiously optimistic that he’s turned a corner,” Francona said. “His intensity in the bullpen has 
been good. He says he feels pretty good. That’s good.” 

Last season, Salazar struggled to stay on the mound and off the disabled list, posting a 5-6 record and a 4.28 ERA in 103 innings. He has 
managed to log more than 140 innings just once in his career, in 2015. 

Akron Beacon Journal LOADED: 04.21.2018 

Cleveland Indians lose to Baltimore Orioles, 3-1; of fense still locked in deep freeze 

By Paul Hoynes,  

BALTIMORE, Md. - A trip to Puerto Rico did not thaw the Indians' offense. It's still stuck in a deep freeze. 

Following a 3-1 loss to the Orioles on Friday night at Camden Yards, the Indians have scored two runs in the last 25 innings. Say what you will 
about that level of ineptitude, but it's still hard to do. 

The Orioles tried to give the game away early, but the Indians wouldn't accept their generosity. 

In the first inning, Baltimore catcher Chance Sisco misjudged a foul pop by Jason Kipnis with one out. Kipnis followed with a single and right-
hander Dylan Bundy followed by loading the bases as Jose Ramirez walked and Michael Brantley singled. 

When Bundy hit Edwin Encarnacion with a pitch to give the Indians a 1-0 lead, it seemed like a good sign. After all, they managed to score just 
one run in a 16-inning loss to the Twins on Wednesday night in Puerto Rico. 

So one run in one inning seemed like a sweet deal. 

But with this offense, which entered the game ranked 13th in the AL in runs, good signs don't matter. Yonder Alonso, with the bases still loaded, 
flied out to shallow left and Roberto Perez struck out to end the inning. 

"You want to capitalize on little breaks and second chances," said Kipnis. "We have the lineup that doesn't need to do that if you look at the 
track record and history and depth. I mean we have one of the better lineups in baseball. 

"But at this time when guys aren't swinging it the way they want to it's little things like that, that you really want to capitalize on. . .to get a little 
present like that." 

But this isn't Christmas. It's baseball. 

By the way, the Indians weren't exactly playing a hot team. The Orioles entered the game on a six-game losing streak with a 5-14 record. 

"As players we all want results," said Kipnis. "We all take solace in the process part, where we have good at-bats and good swings. But just like 
any fan or coaching staff we know we want results, too." 

Manny Machado tied the score in the fourth, 1-1, when he hit a 3-0 pitch from Trevor Bauer over the center field wall for a homer. Machado 
came into the game hitting .667 (8-for-12) with three homers and four RBI against Bauer. 

The Machado homer seemed to distract Bauer. He got out of the rest of the inning without further damage despite allowing a single to Chris 
Davis and a walk to Tim Beckham. He started the fifth by hitting Sisco and allowing a single to Luis Sardinas, the eighth and ninth hitters in the 
lineup. 

Trey Mancini brought them both home with a double to the fence in left center for a 3-1 lead. Bauer escaped the rest of the inning before finding 
himself again. In the sixth and seventh innings, he retired six straight. 

Mancini hit a curveball up in the strike zone. 



"I really struggled putting guys away tonight," said Bauer, 1-2, 2.67. "My slider was terrible. When I can't put guys away with that, they know I'm 
going to throw curveballs. When I throw bad one like that, I get away with them less." 

But the offense remained frozen on a chilly night in Baltimore. In six innings Bundy (1-2, 1.42) struck out nine, while allowing five hits and two 
walks. He's 3-1 lifetime against the Indians. 

The Tribe threatened in the seventh when pinch-hitter Brandon Guyer doubled off lefty Richard Bleier with one out. He moved to third on a 
ground out before Kipnis walked. Ramirez sent a grounder that appeared headed for center field, but shortstop Tim Beckman knocked it down 
and flipped to Sardinas for the force at second just ahead of the sliding Kipnis. 

In the last two games, the Indians are 1-for-22 with runners in scoring position and have left 21 runners on base. 

Bauer, who hadn't pitched in a week, pitched well enough to win. In seven innings, he allowed three runs on five hits. Bauer struck out six and 
walked three. He's 1-4 lifetime against the Orioles. 

"Three runs in seven innings. . .on a lot of nights we're sitting here talking about how well he pitched," said manager Terry Francona. 

Darren O'Day pitched the ninth for Baltimore to earn his first save of the season. 

What it means 

The Indians are 4-6 when they score three or fewer runs. 

The pitches 

Bauer threw 116 pitches, 71 (61 percent), for strikes. Bundy threw 108 pitches, 71 (66 percent), for strikes. 

Thanks for coming 

The Indians and Orioles drew 20,004 to Camden Yards on Friday night. First pitch was at 7:07 p.m. with a temperature of 58 degrees. 

Next 

Indians right-hander Mike Clevinger (1-0, 2.70) will face the Orioles and right-hander Chris Tillman on Saturday at 4:05 p.m. Fox Sports 1 will 
televise the game. WTAM/1100 and WMMS/FM 100.7 will broadcast it. 

This will be Clevinger's first start since April 13 when he allowed four runs in four innings against Toronto. Clevinger went 2-0 with a 1.64 ERA 
against the Orioles last year. 

The Anthony Santander tale and four other things we  learned about the Cleveland Indians 

By Paul Hoynes,  

BALTIMORE -- When Trevor Bauer made his fourth start of the season on Friday night against the Orioles at Camden Yards, one of the batters 
he faced was former Indians minor leaguer Anthony Santander. 

The Indians lost Santander to the Orioles in the Rule 5 Draft on Dec. 8, 2016. The switch-hitting Santander was coming off shoulder surgery 
when the Orioles drafted him and didn't fulfill his Rule 5 obligations last season. 

This year he has to spend 44 days in the big leagues before Baltimore can send him to the minors without having to offer him back to the 
Indians. 

Anthony Santander first career home run 

When a team drafts a Rule 5 player, they must keep him on the 25-man roster all season, offer him back to the team they drafted him from or 
work out a deal with that team that allows them to send the player to the minors. MLB rules say a Rule 5 player must be active on the 25-man 
roster (not on the disabled list) for a minimum of 90 days. 

Santander was active for 45 days last year, which means he must be active for 44 days this year. 

The Indians wanted Santander back, but he spent much of last season on the disabled list. He played just 13 games with the Orioles, batting 
.267 (8-for-30), but they definitely wanted to keep him after he went to Class AA Bowie on a rehab assignment and hit .380 (19-for-50) with five 
homers, 14 RBI and a 1.238 OPS in 15 games. 

Santander, who has drawn comparisons to fellow Venezuelan Victor Martinez as a switch-hitter, opened this season with the Orioles. He's 
hitting .191 (9-for-47) with one homer and four RBI and started in right field on Friday. 

The Indians signed Santander for $385,000 when he was 16. In 2016, he hit .290 (145-for-500) with 20 homers and 95 RBI for Class A 
Lynchburg. He had surgery on his shoulder after the season, which is one of the reasons the Indians didn't protect him in the Rule 5 Draft. 

The Orioles opened the season with three Rule 5 players on their 25-man roster. Only two remain -- Santander and right-hander Pedro Araujo. 
The Orioles drafted Araujo from the Cubs. 

No. 1: Francisco Lindor drops his guard 

Francisco Lindor has dropped the facial guard from his batting helmet. He started using one this season not only for protection, but to train his 
"back eye' to help his hitting. 

"I wanted to use my back eye," said Lindor said. "I guess I'm not using it too well." 

Lindor homecoming HR caps 6-1 win in P.R.: 4/17/18 

Lindor, coming off a 0-for-6, four-strikeout game against the Twins on Wednesday in Puerto Rico, is hitting .217 (15-for-69) with two homers 
and seven RBI. 

No. 2: Another door opens 



Manager Terry Francona knew the news wasn't going to be good on Mike Napoli's right knee. The Indians confirmed it Friday when they said 
Napoli would need surgery to repair a torn anterior cruciate ligament and meniscus in his knee. 

Napoli was injured Tuesday while playing for Class AAA Columbus. At 36, the injury is season ending and could be career ending. 

"You don't wish that on anybody," said Francona. "I do think he's smart enough that once he gets through this disappointment, he's going to 
impact somebody, somewhere. I hope it's here. 

"As good as a player as he was, he may impact the game more in his second career. I'm not saying he's done playing. But if he chooses to 
start to be on this (coaching) side of the field, he might be better than he was as a player." 

Francona said Napoli has the talent to be anything he wants -- manager, hitting coach, third base coach, etc. 

In spring training, Napoli would sit with Francona and the other coaches during games. He told Francona that one of the reasons he agreed to 
go to the minors was he could learn more about the coaching and managing side of the game. 

No. 3: The Mr. Zero club 

Cody Allen and Andrew Miller are two of the 12 pitchers who have yet to allow a run this season while throwing at least seven innings. Miller 
went into Friday's game with 8 1/3 scoreless innings, while Allen had eight scoreless innings. 

No. 4: Update on the Tribe's disabled list 

Francona told reporters that lefty Ryan Merritt (left knee, left shoulder) will make one more start in extended spring training before starting his 
rehab assignment in the minors. Merritt, out of options, can stay on a rehab assignment for 30 days. 

Infielder Giovanny Urshela (right hamstring) continues his rehab assignment at Columbus. Urshela, who is also out of options, was scheduled 
to play five to seven innings on Friday. 

Right-hander Danny Salazar, according to Francona, is showing some improvement in Goodyear, Ariz., as he continues to rehab his sore right 
shoulder. 

"Danny is throwing bullpens and we're cautiously optimistic that he's turned the corner," said Francona. "His intensity in the bullpens has been 
good. He says he feels pretty good." 

Salazar, who came to camp with a sore right shoulder, has been hesitant to throw at full velocity during his bullpen sessions for fear of injuring 
his shoulder again. 

Cody Anderson (right elbow) continues his rehab from Tommy John surgery. He's in Goodyear as well. 

 

Lake County Captains glad to be back home: Cleveland  Indians minors 

By Elton Alexander,  

EASTLAKE, Ohio -- Even as Lake County Captains manager Luke Carlin pulled the wool skullcap over his head Friday afternoon, and shoved 
a pair of gloves in his pocket. He was smiling. 

"Best weather we've had in awhile,'' he said. 

It's the third week of the baseball season and the Captains (6-6) were looking at just their third home game of the season. Rain, snow, sleet and 
cold pretty much wiped out all of the opening home games of the season. 

Friday was one of the few where the sun shined down on Classic Stadium as the Captains look to start their second homestand of the season. 
Going into Friday, they had played nine of their first 12 games on the road. 

"It's been terrible,'' he said. "Just can't get any work done. It's tough to evaluate guys in conditions like this. The one thing you can do, which is 
very good, is see how guys compete in the adversity. Because basically, all we've been doing is competing. This home stretch will be nice for 
us." 

With improved weather, at least above freezing, Carlin has a chance to start evaluating his talent on hand. 

Nolan Jones back in the swing: Jones, (2016/2) just recently came off the disabled list after feeling discomfort in his knee. The Indians top 
prospect at third base entered the weekend with just four games worth of stats, hitting .200 (2-for-10) although he has three runs scored and 
walked an impressive five times already. 

"He's back to 100 percent, ready to go,'' Carlin said. 

Will Benson just chillin': If the weather has impacted any player for the Captains it's Benson (2016/1). The 6-5, 225-pound outfielder has played 
in 11 of the 12 games to date but is hitting just .216. He does have a pair of homers, a pair of doubles and six RBI. But he has also whiffed 12 
times vs. eight walks. 

'O-Go' is going strong: Oscar Gonzalez, 20, would be the player most likely impacted by the weather, as an undrafted (2014) free agent from 
the Dominican Republic. But he has been fazed the least. 

"Considering the conditions, he's been brilliant,'' Carlin said. 

The 6-2, 180-pound outfielder is hitting .318 with a pair of homers, one double and nine RBI. The negative would be 13 strikeouts vs. 0 walks. 
But clearly, so far, he can hit. 
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Shane Bieber wants to stay course for Akron RubberD ucks: Cleveland Indians Minors 

 



By Elton Alexander,  

AKRON, Ohio -- For Shane Bieber, the gameplan is simple -- just stay the course. 

The ace righthander for the Class AA Akron RubberDucks is coming off a season that showed all of his considerable promise. He was a 
combined 10-5, 2.86 ERA in 28 starts last season as he climbed the ladder from Class A Lake County to Advanced-A Lynchburg to Akron, 
where he pitched his last nine games. 

Bieber, 6-3, 195, soaked in a rare early spring day of sunshine at Canal Park recently and said he is not about to make things more difficult as 
he moves closer to the major leagues. 

He is the walking definition of a 'pitcher.' And this week he was named the Eastern League's Pitcher of the Week. 

Bieber is not a 'wow' guy on the mound with his just over 90-mph fastball that moves, and selection of breaking balls that wiggle where he 
wants them to. 

Bieber's stats say more than a radar gun can tell you. Bieber is 2-0 with an 0.00 ERA with 23 strikeouts and no walks. This has come while 
pitching in weather that has not been fun. 

But sooner or later the weather is going to break, and Akron fans can expect to see the real Bieber go to work. Bieber shows up every day and 
gets the job done no matter who stands in front of him. 

He's not a hit or miss guy, depending on if he's getting the ball over the plate. Bieber gives his team a solid chance to win every game he 
throws. 

"The big thing is, focusing on what you can control,'' said Bieber, the Indians No. 8 prospect according to MLB.com. "Number one is to stay 
healthy and make every start, just like I did last year.'' 

According to Bieber, 22, what making every start does is give the organization and himself a clear understanding of how he works through the 
good days and the bad days; the days when his fastball is humming and his breaking balls are snapping at the corners, and when his fastball is 
straight as a rail and his breaking balls look like lollypops. 

"The bad days, those are the ones when you find out what you're made of,'' he said. "Those days, I just want to eat up innings, try to get batters 
out and let my teammates work behind me." 

It's inside the numbers where Bieber's real value is. Last season the 2016 fourth-round pick out of UC Santa Barbara had 162 strikeouts in 
173.1 innings pitched, but only had 10 walks for the season. He's only walked 12 in his minor league career, two of them intentional. 

"Obviously, when things are going well, it's fun,'' he said. "When the location is on with my fastball, I can put guys away late with the breaking 
ball. That's when I feel like I'm in control of the game." 

What a relief: Pitcher Mitch Brown (2012/Round 2) has not allowed a run through his first four appearances. In five innings of relief, Brown, 24, 
has allowed just one hit with eight strikeouts and two walks. 

On the mend: The consistently cool weather has taken its toll on a few players as infielder Sam Haggerty was put on the seven-day disabled list 
with a shoulder ailment, but is expected back next week. 

In the cold: Prized first-baseman Bobby Bradley (2014/third round) has played like the weather so far this season. The Indians No. 3 prospect 
according to MLB.com is hitting a minuscule .098 after the first 11 games with just four hits in 41 plate appearances. 

Bradley, 21, does have a home run and three RBI. After going hitless in six straight games, Bradley had a hit in three straight games going into 
the weekend. 
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Mike Napoli, who helped the Indians reach 2016 Worl d Series, will need season-ending knee surgery 

By Paul Hoynes  

BALTIMORE, Md. -- Mike Napoli, playing for Class AAA Columbus, suffered a season-ending injury to his right knee that will require surgery. 

Napoli, according to the Indians, suffered a torn anterior cruciate ligament and meniscus while chasing a foul ball against Pawtucket on 
Tuesday. No date for the surgery has been set, but it will take about two weeks for the swelling in the knee to recede so the procedure can be 
done. 

The injury could be career threatening for the 36-year-old Napoli. 

Napoli played last season with Texas where he hit .193 with 29 homers and 66 RBI. In 2016, he set career highs with 34 homers and 101 RBI 
for the Indians as they reached Game 7 of the World Series. 

This past winter Napoli went unsigned until the Indians brought him to spring training on a minor-league deal. Manager Terry Francona and the 
rest of the organization thought highly of Napoli and wanted to give him a chance to come to camp and prove he could still play. 

The Indians didn't have a spot for him -- they signed first baseman Yonder Alonso in December and had DH Edwin Encarnacion under contract 
-- but they wanted to give him an showcase for other teams. 

When spring training ended, Napoli agreed to go to Columbus, the Indians' top farm club, but he struggled there. 

Napoli, in 12 big-league seasons, hit .246 with 267 homers, 744 RBI and a .821 OPS. He went to the postseason eight times with four teams. 
He helped the Red Sox win a World Series in 2013. 
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Lynchburg Hillcats prospect Justin Garza earns Caro lina honors: Cleveland Indians Minors 

By Branson Wright,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Lynchburg Hillcats righthander Justin Garza was named Advanced-A Carolina League Pitcher of the Week for the week 
of April 5-15. 

Garza, a Cleveland Indians draft pick in 2015, has not allowed a run in two starts this season. Garza won his first start when he pitched five 
scoreless innings and struck out seven. He pitched five scoreless innings and struck out five and received a no-decision in his most recent 
start. 

Garza has allowed just four hits over 10 total innings. He's walked only two hitters and has 12 strikeouts. Carolina League opponents are hitting 
.125 against him. 

Garza had Tommy John surgery in 2015 while in college. Despite the surgery, the Indians drafted him in the eighth round of the 2015 MLB 
Amateur Draft. Once drafted, he  immediately got to work on his recovery process and three years later, Garza has pitched just fine. 

He leads the league in WHIP (0.60) and ranks fourth in fewest baserunners per nine innings pitched ratio (6.30). 

This is Garza's first season on this level. He played for Class A Lake County in 2017 and went 4-6 with a 5.83 ERA in his first fully healthy 
season since the surgery. 

Super starters: The Hillcats starting rotation is on a streak of six consecutive starts in which they have gone five or more innings, and allowed 
one earned run or fewer. In the team's six victories, they have allowed a combined six runs, including tossing three shutouts. Garza (0.00), Sam 
Hentges (0.56), and Tanner Tully (1.50) all sport top 10 ERAs in the Carolina League. 

Welcome to the club: Infielder Dillon Persinger came up big for the Hillcats in his Advanced-A debut just hours after his arrival from Lake 
County earlier this week. Starting at second base, Persinger had a two-hit game, scoring the Hillcats first run, and knocking a two-run double to 
provide a pair of critical insurance runs. 
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Baseball | Red Wings 13, Clippers 5: Disastrous fir st costs Clippers 
An excellent start by the Clippers — a 4-0 lead after the top half of the first inning — went downhill quickly as host Rochester scored eight times 
in the bottom of the inning and went on to a 13-5 victory on Friday before 3,007 at Frontier Field. 
 
Yandy Diaz had an RBI double and Eric Haase a three-run homer off Red Wings starter Adalberto Mejia to stake Columbus to the early lead. 
 
But Clippers starter Stephen Fife (0-2) was charged with eight earned runs on seven hits, including two home runs, in one-third of inning. Brock 
Stassi tied the score at 4 with a grand slam, and Taylor Featherston followed with a solo homer to give the Red Wings the lead for good. 
 
Rochester also had a four-run fourth inning. 
 
Bundy sharp as Orioles beat Indians 3-1 to end 6-ga me skid 
The Associated Press  
BALTIMORE (AP) -- Dylan Bundy has been outstanding this season, allowing five earned runs in five starts while striking out 40 in just over 31 
innings. 
 
And now, the Baltimore Orioles right-hander has a victory to show for it. 
 
Bundy pitched six innings of five-hit ball and struck out nine to help Baltimore beat the Cleveland Indians 3-1 Friday night and end a six-game 
losing streak. 
 
Manny Machado homered and Trey Mancini doubled in two runs for the Orioles, who were outscored 43-22 during an 0-6 trip through Boston 
and Detroit. 
 
After being victimized by a lack of run support in his first four outings, Bundy (1-2) got enough offensive backing to earn his first win since Aug. 
29. 
 
''We finally got him a win,'' Machado said. ''He's a horse. He's been throwing strikes, pounding the zone and getting outs. We just haven't been 
scoring runs for him.'' 
 
Richard Bleier worked two innings - aided by a fine defensive play by Machado at shortstop - and Darren O'Day got three outs for his first save. 
 
Cleveland starter Trevor Bauer (1-2) allowed three runs and five hits in seven innings. He retired 10 of the first 11 batters he faced before 
Machado sent a 3-0 pitch over the center-field wall. 
 
Mancini put the Orioles in front in the fifth with a liner to the gap in left-center after Bauer hit a batter and gave up a single. 
 
''I really struggled putting guys away tonight,'' Bauer lamented. ''My slider was terrible, and when I can't put guys away with that, they know I'm 
going to throw curveballs. So when I throw bad ones like that (to Mancini), I get away with them less.'' 



The night started badly for Bundy, thanks in part to a defensive miscue. After Orioles catcher Chance Sisco misjudged a foul pop that landed 
near the Baltimore dugout, Jason Kipnis used the second chance to hit a single in the first. 
 
The Indians loaded the bases before Bundy hit Edwin Encarnacion with a pitch to force in a run. Bundy then got two straight outs to keep a bad 
situation from getting worse. 
 
''Just trying to limit the damage there,'' he said. ''Could have put us in a hole there.'' 
 
In the second, Cleveland's Tyler Naquin hit a popup that landed in fair territory about 20 feet up the third-base line. Fortunately for the Orioles, 
third baseman Tim Beckham grabbed it after it bounced foul. 
 
But Baltimore played solid defense when it counted. With two on and two outs in the seventh, Machado made a dive deep in the hole to grab a 
grounder by Jose Ramirez, then used a backhand toss to get the force at second base. 
 
Michael Brantley had two hits for the Indians, his career-high tying fifth straight multihit game. But Cleveland didn't do much else, mostly 
because Bundy was so sharp. 
 
''Very good changeup. I mean, really good,'' Indians manager Terry Francona said. ''We weren't able to make the adjustment. Once he got a 
feel for that, it really made his fastball and breaking ball that much better.'' 
 
TRAINER'S ROOM 
Indians: 1B Mike Napoli will have season-ending knee surgery after getting hurt in the minors. ... RHP Danny Salazar (rotator cuff tendinitis) is 
throwing bullpen sessions. ''We're cautiously optimistic he's turned a corner,'' Francona said. ... INF Gio Urshela (right hamstring strain) went 1 
for 3 for Triple-A Columbus and is now 2 for 10 on his rehabilitation assignment. 
 
Orioles: Mancini left in the eighth after banging his knee against the wall during a futile chase of a foul ball. ''They're contemplating a couple of 
sutures but we'll see,'' manager Buck Showalter said. .... DH Mark Trumbo (right quad strain) ran Friday and said he felt ''completely pain free.'' 
Trumbo hopes to soon resume the rehabilitative assignment that was cut short earlier this month. ... LHP Zach Britton (Achilles tendon) threw 
off a half-mound and will begin fielding drills Saturday. 
 
FRESH ARM 
The Orioles recharged their weary bullpen by recalling LHP Tanner Scott from Triple-A Norfolk and optioning INF Engelb Vielma to the minor 
league club. 
 
UMBC HONORED 
One month after becoming the first No. 16 seed to win a basketball game in the NCAA Tournament, the Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC) 
squad assembled near the mound to hearty cheers before the game. Coach Ryan Odom threw the ceremonial first pitch. 
 
UP NEXT 
Indians: RHP Mike Clevinger (1-0, 2.70 ERA) pitches Saturday on seven days' rest. Clevinger was 2-0 with a 1.64 ERA in two starts against 
Baltimore last season. 
 
Orioles: RHP Chris Tillman (0-3, 11.91) has gone 21 straight starts since his last victory on May 7, 2017. 
 
Manny Machado's diving play saves day for Orioles i n 3-1 win over Indians 

Eduardo A. Encina  

Manny Machado’s home run in the fourth inning Friday night sparked the Orioles in their 3-1 win over the Cleveland Indians – a solo blast to 
straightaway center on a 3-0 pitch from right-hander Trevor Bauer. But it was the highlight defensive play the Orioles shortstop made three 
innings later that saved the game and helped end the team’s six-game losing streak. 

Protecting a two-run lead in the seventh inning, left-handed reliever Richard Bleier was in trouble. He put runners at the corners with two outs in 
the inning when José Ramírez hit a ball up the middle that Bleier assumed would be a run-scoring hit to make it a one-run game and put the 
tying run in scoring position. 

Machado, playing toward the middle, ranged to his left and made a diving play to snag Ramírez’s grounder on the edge of the outfield grass, 
quickly transferred the ball to his right hand and from his stomach flipped the ball on one hop to second baseman Luis Sardiñas to get base 
runner Jason Kipnis for the force out to escape the inning. 

“It could have been a lot different had Manny not made that play up the middle,” Bleier said. “That was really an incredible play. I’m just glad 
that I had front-row seats to that play. Turned around like, ‘Aw, that ball’s up the middle.’ Like, oh wow, that was an incredible play.” 

Machado, whose transition from third base – where he was a Gold Glove defender – to shortstop has had ups and downs, said the key to 
executing the play was making sure he knew how much time he had to make a play at second. 

“Just [different] things,” Machado said. “Knowing the clock like [manager] Buck [Showalter] and [infield coach] Bobby [Dickerson] always say, 
knowing who’s running, anticipating the out. I anticipated going up the middle a little bit there and that, at the end of the day, it was just staying 
in the zone and knowing how much time I had. 



“It’s just reaction. I’ll probably look back and go see it on the MLB app, but just trying to make plays for my team, trying to make outs. At the end 
of the day, it’s about staying in the zone, staying under control and being able to make that good throw to second base and knowing who is 
running at the same time because I could have gotten up and thrown.” 

Having the internal clock to make plays at shortstop was something that Machado’s predecessor at shortstop, J.J. Hardy, excelled at, and 
something Machado learned from Hardy in becoming a plus defender at third. But Showalter said making a flip from your stomach to convert a 
play isn’t by the book but is an example of the creativity Machado possesses. 

“That’s imagination,” Showalter said. “Sometimes we try to take that away from players wrongly. You see it a lot with guys, especially kids from 
Latin America. They have such a great imagination on plays and they do it from playing freely sandlot or whatever. If you start trying to make 
them all robotic … they just have such great imagination and I think you make a mistake regardless of where they’re from of taking that away 
and trying to make them all … The way J.J. (Hardy) plays isn’t going to work for someone else. And the way Manny plays is not going to work 
for somebody else. You’ve got to sometimes let them have that freedom.” 

The play definitely saved the day for Bleier, who went on to retire the side in the eighth before giving way to Darren O’Day, who pitched a 
scoreless ninth for the save. 

“It’s a huge boost for the team and for me,” Bleier said of Machado’s play. “Kind of thinking, OK, evaluating the situation [thinking it was a hit] 
and then all of a sudden the play is made and it just changes the whole inning. He looks good at shortstop, that’s for sure.” 
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Orioles end six-game skid with 3-1 win over Indians behind stellar start from Dylan Bundy 

Jon Meoli  

Leave it to Dylan Bundy, the bright beacon in a so-far dark Orioles season, to power through the malaise that has held the team down all year. 
He continued his wonderful April and ended a six-game losing streak for the Orioles with a 3-1 win over the Cleveland Indians on Friday night at 
Camden Yards. 

It was a game that began by looking like the kind of bad baseball the Orioles (6-14) hoped to have left in Detroit. Two pop-ups that should have 
been outs fell harmlessly in the first two innings, extending the star pitcher. Fortunately for them, Bundy (1-2) is the type of pitcher that can now 
overcome it. 

“Dylan has been solid,” manager Buck Showalter said. “It's fun to watch him pitch, in every sense of the word. That's a tough lineup. That's one 
of the best lineups in baseball with what, seven left-handed hitters? You look at them and there's very few spots where you can gain an 
advantage. You've got to pitch. … That even magnifies what Dylan did.” 

The 25-year-old right-hander was made to do extra work early because, of all things, pop-ups fell without being caught. In the first inning, it was 
a foul fly near the Orioles dugout that resulted in a long inning and the Indians' only run off him. In the second, another fell between catcher 
Chance Sisco and third baseman Tim Beckham. No matter. 

Bundy has the raw stuff now in his second season as a starter to slice through that, and he did to the tune of six innings pitched with one run in 
on five hits and nine strikeouts against two walks. His 24 swinging strikes, achieved on 108 pitches, were a career high. 

He's pitched at least into the sixth inning in all five of his starts this year, allowing no more than three runs in any of them. His ERA of 1.40 
entering the game was fifth best in the majors, and it climbed only barely to 1.42. He's striking out 11.37 batters per nine innings, has allowed 
just one home run in 31 2/3 innings, and on Friday, the Orioles finally rewarded him with a victory. 

He's been left to watch late-inning dramatics, such as Opening Day, or made a hard-luck loser with seven total runs in his four previous starts. 
He made what offense he got stand up Friday. 

“He's been throwing the ball well,” said shortstop Manny Machado, who played another starring role Friday. “Finally, we got him a win. He's a 
horse. He's been throwing strikes, pounding the zone, getting outs. We just haven't been scoring runs for him. It finally felt good to put up some 
runs for him, to get him that W, and hopefully, he keeps throwing how he's throwing and these bats get hot.” 

The Indians (9-8) never really threatened off him after that shaky first inning, when second baseman Jason Kipnis singled one pitch after Sisco 
appeared to lose track of a pop-up in foul territory near the Orioles dugout and never made a play on it. Showalter said it seemed to have 
gotten lost in the sky and moved on him late. Then Bundy issued a walk, allowed another soft single and hit Edwin Encarnación with a breaking 
ball on his elbow protector to score the only run against him. Encarnación grinned on his way to first. Bundy remained stoic, and got out of the 
inning on a flyout and a strikeout. 

It was a difficult inning that didn't need to be so, but with seven swinging strikes on 26 pitches, Bundy showed the type of swing-and-miss stuff 
the Indians would be forced to cope with the rest of the night. 

“You just have to limit the damage there,” Bundy said. “It could have been a lot worse and put us in a hole there, but I was able to get out of it.” 

Said Showalter: “The first inning, that could have gotten away from him. … We've had some tough times here recently, obviously. The game 
starts like that, a pop-up or two that we don't catch, and there's that … it's just human nature to have that vibe kind of get negative on you if you 
let it. Probably looking back on it, the key was the first inning. A lot of guys, you get a pop-up and they're thinking, 'Gosh.' Dylan doesn't live in 
that world.” 

The fallen pop-up in the second inning didn't matter much, though the Orioles were fortunate that ball itself wasn’t deemed a hit. Showalter said 
Beckham called Sisco off late, but the catcher likely would have made the play if not for that. It landed fair, but was ruled foul and such a play 
can’t be reversed on review. 

Tyler Naquin naturally singled to punish the miscue, but Sisco erased him on a caught-stealing to render it moot. From then on, Bundy yielded 
a two-out double to Michael Brantley in the third inning and a two-out single to Naquin in the fourth. 



That's when the Orioles bats woke up, with Machado hitting his third home run in two games and his sixth of the season to tie the game at 1. 
Showalter said that settled the game. Sisco was hit by a pitch to open the fifth, went to third on a single by Luis Sardiñas and both scored on a 
double by left fielder Trey Mancini. 

Bundy made it stand up, striking out all three batters he faced in the sixth inning to make it six of the last 10 batters he faced retired that way. 
He was boosted by the late lead. 

“You can definitely reach down there and get some more when you need it after your offense comes through for you and you know it's your last 
inning,” Bundy said. “Just go out there and give it all you've got.” 

Left-hander Richard Bleier continued his standout season with two scoreless innings of relief around one hit to lower his ERA to 0.61. Darren 
O’Day had his first save of the season with two strikeouts in a scoreless ninth. 

“To beat a really good pitcher and one of the top, probably, four teams in the American League right now going in, that’s tough,” Showalter said. 
“It’s tough to go through that lineup and hold them to one run, that’s impressive on the part of our three pitches. So, I hope it’s something we 
can some confidence in. … Those are the type of people we have to beat to get where we want to go.” 
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Orioles notes: Britton throws off mound for first ti me; Trumbo making strides 

Eduardo A. Encina and Jon Meoli 

Orioles closer Zach Britton — four months after rupturing his right Achilles tendon — threw off a mound for the first time Friday with a 20-pitch 
session off a half-mound. 

“Felt really good,” Britton said. “It was the first bullpen, so I had to think about that, too. Arm felt really good. Just had to really think about 
getting over that foot, no hesitation, especially as we got going. Maybe the first couple throws, but once we got going it felt really good.” 

Orioles manager Buck Showalter said the session, which was supervised by pitching coach Roger McDowell, went well. 

“The first couple [pitches], Roger said, were a little tentative, but as soon as he got going it was like [riding a] bicycle,” Showalter said. 

It was a significant step forward for Britton, who will progress to a pitcher’s fielding practice session on the field before Saturday’s game. Britton 
said that will present a bigger challenge than Friday’s mound session. 

“The doctor said that I wasn’t going to have an issue getting back on the mound,” Britton said. “So, running, stopping. I’m not sure if I’m going to 
do throwing, but I’m going to do the running and stopping off the mound and see how it feels. But the way it’s been going, I haven’t had any 
issues whatsoever in anything that we’ve added new, so I don’t expect to have any. Just mentally getting off the mound, running hard, stopping, 
turning around and throwing the ball to first.” 

Britton must still throw several times off a full mound and have time to gain a feel for his pitches off the mound before beginning a rehabilitation 
assignment. Showalter said that won’t start until after the Orioles’ current homestand concludes at the end of the month. And while Britton isn’t 
expected to return when eligible to come off the 60-day disabled list May 28, Showalter said he could return “shortly thereafter” if all proceeds 
well. 

“If he can get through this and tomorrow, then the clock gets moving,” Showalter said. 

Trumbo making strides 

Designated hitter Mark Trumbo said Friday that his quad injury has progressed to the point where he’s “completely pain free” and hopes to 
resume a minor league rehab assignment in the next several days, perhaps as soon as Monday. 

Trumbo, who previously tried to return twice — once during spring training and then again on a rehab assignment earlier this month — said his 
quad feels better than when he made either of those attempts. 

“I feel healthy at this point,” Trumbo said. “I feel better than where I was at this point. I think somewhere around two or three days, I finally felt 
like I was over the hurdle. It’s positive news and I think we’ll be getting in games and getting back pretty soon.” 

Trumbo said he tested his quad with some running drills before Friday’s game and felt good. 

“It finally feels right,” he said. 

In games, he will need to feel comfortable with first steps coming out of the box or pursuing balls in the outfield. Both Trumbo and the club have 
been cautious with the injury because there have been cases in the past when premature returns have caused lingering problems throughout 
the season. So Trumbo said he will depend on feel rather than putting a timetable on when he could return from the DL. 

“I felt pretty good when we tried to get it going last time,” Trumbo said. “There’s no science behind it. I think if I’m taking the pitches that I need 
to take, that’s a better sign than maybe the hits but we’ll do the best we can.” 

UMBC men’s basketball team honored 

The Orioles honored the UMBC men's basketball team, which pulled off a historic upset of Virginia last month, becoming the first No. 16 seed to 
beat a No. 1 seed in the first round of the NCAA tournament. 

Coach Ryan Odom threw out a ceremonial first pitch after the entire team was feted on the infield. 

"It's special," Odom said. "I'm not a baseball guy, but I am a sports guy, I love sports. This is the hometown team, and it's really humbling for 
them to invite us down to experience this. Our guys have been talking about it all week." 

Odom's appointment card has been full since the tournament, as the team and players have been celebrated on campus and around the state, 
but he had no complaints Friday. 



"It's been a whirlwind for sure," Odom said. "I'm so proud of our players, proud of the university. What that win did for the university, it's all of a 
sudden shined a light on all the great things at our university. I'm so happy most importantly for our players, but secondly for Dr. [Freeman] 
Hrabowski and our university as a whole." 

Around the horn 

The Orioles recalled left-hander Tanner Scott before Friday’s game to give the club an addition multi-inning reliever. …. To make room for 
Scott, the club optioned infielder Engelb Vielma to Triple-A Norfolk, even though Showalter was impressed with Vielma. “His ball security has 
been really good,” Showalter said. “He kind of knows what we’re looking for. … It’s tough to send him out because he’s a really good defender.” 

 


