
 
 

June 7, 2018 
 
• Chicago Tribune, Jason Heyward's walk-off grand slam lifts Cubs to 7-5 triumph over Phillies 
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• Chicago Tribune, Jason Heyward flashes rare power with walk-off grand slam 
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• Chicago Tribune, Cubs' Joe Maddon smitten by visit from childhood idol Joe Namath 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-joe-maddon-joe-namath-
20180606-story.html  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Cubs conclude MLB draft with NCAA playoff twist 
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• Daily Herald, Heyward wins it for Chicago Cubs with grand slam 
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• The Athletic, Stats be damned. Against all odds, Cubs win a wild one at Wrigley 
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• The Athletic, The evolution of the Cubs and Javier Báez: ‘They don’t call him El Mago for no reason’ 
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• ESPNChicago.com, Jason Heyward's walk-off grand slam the latest sign he's finally coming around 
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• NBC Sports Chicago, Jason Heyward's hero moment was just the kind of thing Cubs fans have been 
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Chicago Tribune 
Jason Heyward's walk-off grand slam lifts Cubs to 7-5 triumph over Phillies  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Jason Heyward’s deep drive Wednesday night represented the most dramatic in a series of rare 
occasions that have left manager Joe Maddon amused. 
 
“It was a really awkward game,” Maddon smiled, then sighed, after the Cubs had beaten the Phillies 7-5 
Wednesday night on Heyward’s walk-off grand slam. 
 
Heyward’s drive off left-hander Adam Morgan on a 2-2 pitch landed in the right-field seats to clear the 
bases with two outs in the ninth inning, igniting a delirious celebration throughout Wrigley Field as the 
Cubs rallied from a two-run deficit from the Phillies half of the inning. 
 
“Things do seem a little clearer,” joked Heyward, who has rebounded nicely since suffering a concussion 
one month ago that disrupted his timing at the plate. “I’m just trying to keep it simple.” 
 
The victory cut the Cubs deficit to the Brewers in the Natonal League Central to one game. 
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Heyward’s homer was only his sixth hit in 37 at-bats off left-handers, and that seemed to fit the flow of 
events in which the Cubs blew a 3-0 lead in the sixth when reliever Steve Cishek surrendered a three-
run, game-tying homer to Aaron Altherr, who had struck out in his two previous at-bats against Jose 
Quintana. 
 
The homer was the first Cishek had surrendered in 53 innings. 
 
The odd happenings continued in the ninth when Dylan Cozens hit his first major-league home run, a 
two-run opposite-field shot to left, off closer Brandon Morrow for a 5-3 lead. Cozens’ homer was the 
first Morrow had allowed in 71 innings. 
 
But the Cubs saved their best at-bats for the ninth off formidable reliever Seranthony Dominguez, who 
hadn’t allowed a run in 12 appearances and had struck out 16 in 14 2/3 innings this season. 
 
Kyle Schwarber drew a walk to start the rally, and the Cubs eventually loaded the bases with one out. 
That compelled manager Gabe Kapler to summon Morgan. 
 
Ben Zobrist grounded into a force at home plate to set up Heyward’s first walk-off homer and his third 
career grand slam. 
 
“It’s great because the game is over, nothing else can happen to take it away from you and how hard we 
got to that point in that situation,” Heyward said. “It’s just nice to come through.” 
 
Heyward has raised his batting average from .222 on May 28 to .261. 
 
Maddon also was amused that a boyhood hero of his, Hall of Fame quarterback Joe Namath, stayed for 
the conclusion. 
 
“Joe guaranteed the win before the game,” Maddon joked, referring to Namath’s bold prediction that 
his underdog Jets would beat the Colts in Super Bowl III. “The ball was on our own 45, no timeouts left, 
trips right, Hail Mary, and we got the touchdown. It’s all appropriate Joe Willie was here to witness that 
game.” 
 
This was the Cubs’ first walk-off grand slam since July 27, 2009, when Alfonso Soriano hit one to beat 
the Astros. 
 
It was also the Cubs’ first walk-off homer when trailing since Kris Bryant hit a two-run homer to beat the 
Rockies on July 27, 2015. 
 
Maddon and many Cubs players were well aware of the criticism expressed by former teammate Jake 
Arrieta over the shifts the Phillies defense has employed. 
 
So after breaking toward second base on a pitch to Rizzo that resulted in a walk, Bryant popped up after 
his slide and broke to an unoccupied third base. Bryant scored on a single by Willson Contreras, and 
Javier Baez’s sacrifice fly looked even more promising with Quintana cruising with the support of a 
three-run lead. 
 
But the momentum dissolved when Cishek allowed the homer. Maddon said that Quintana’s pitch count 
(91) and Cishek’s effectiveness this influenced his decision to pull Quintana. Still, Quintana gave up only 
three hits with 10 strikeouts. 
 



 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Jason Heyward flashes rare power with walk-off grand slam  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Jason Heyward has raised his batting average 39 points since May 28. 
 
Can he now improve his power? 
 
That could be the final piece to his resurrection as a hitter that the Cubs envisioned when they signed 
him to an eight-year, $184 million contract prior to the 2016 season. 
 
Heyward’s game-winning grand slam Wednesday night was only his third home run of the season and 
his first since April 19. Nevertheless, Heyward is hitting with more authority and driving the ball to all 
fields. 
 
His slam off left-hander Adam Morgan was noteworthy because it was only his sixth hit in 37 at-bats 
against a left-hander this season, and his first extra base hit off a lefty. 
 
And Heyward remained in attack mode despite facing a 2-2 count against Morgan. 
 
“I don’t know if I was surprised,” said Heyward, who had only eight extra base hits in 116 at-bats against 
left-handers in 2017. “The game is not easy. I don’t know if he was trying to throw it where he threw it 
or not. But try to be ready for a strike and whatever happens, happens with it.” 
 
As for hitting more balls with authority, “I use my hands and try to be whippy with the bat,” Heyward 
said. “Have lag instead of trying to hit the ball with my arms and body. You don’t try and not do it the 
right way, but just try to put an emphasis on that. That’s what time away (from a concussion) allowed 
me to do. 
 
“The game is still hard. Guys make pitches.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Albert Almora Jr. trying to build on success against right-handers  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Thursday marks the second-year anniversary of Albert Almora Jr.’s major-league debut, and the only 
questions he raises are directed toward the skeptics who have doubted his ability to succeed against 
right-handed pitchers. 
 
“I honestly never understood where that came from,” said Almora, who is batting .280 lifetime against 
right-handers and .291 this season. “But I always thought I felt just as comfortable facing right-handed 
pitchers as I did against left-handers going through the minor leagues, my entire life. 
 
“If that’s what they see you need to improve on, then I made a focus on hitting way better than what I 
thought I can do. That’s about it. Just put my head down, work and try to get better.” 
 



 
Almora batted .286 in 70 at-bats against right-handers in his rookie season but slipped to .271 in 188 at-
bats last year. Almora’s improved plate discipline, particularly laying off sliders low and away, has 
earned him more playing time in 2018. 
 
And sabermetricians who knocked his defense last season have recognized his defensive prowess, which 
included three spectacular catches at spacious Coors Field on April 22. 
 
“I’m growing as a player,” Almora said. “I’m getting experience and just playing. Nothing really has 
changed for me. My confidence always has been there. I’m just having a great time playing. 
 
“All this is just being myself, playing the game hard. And the rest will kind of tell itself. I’m not trying to 
press or do too much. Now you’re just watching me play.” 
 
Injury updates: The Cubs will wait until at least Thursday before deciding whether to put shortstop 
Addison Russell on the 10-day disabled list. Russell reported that his left middle finger, which he hurt 
last weekend, felt better than expected after taking batting practice. … Pitcher Yu Darvish played catch 
for the second consecutive day, but no date has been set for his first bullpen session. ... Reliever Carl 
Edwards Jr. (strained right shoulder) is in the midst of a strengthening program. 
 
Draft update: The Cubs selected catcher Pierson Gibis of Wauconda High School and infielder Itamar 
Steiner from Niles North in the final two rounds of the 40-round draft. 
 
The Cubs selected 18 pitchers (14 right-handed, four left-handed), three catchers, 11 outfielders and 10 
infielders overall. Twenty-nine of their 42 picks were college players. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Joe Maddon smitten by visit from childhood idol Joe Namath  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon walked into the interview room before Wednesday night’s game with a big 
grin. 
 
“Is there anything cooler?” Maddon said, referring to his visit with boyhood idol and Pro Football Hall of 
Famer Joe Namath, who later threw the ceremonial first pitch to Maddon. 
 
Maddon’s man-crush on Namath dates to the late 1960s and early ’70s, when Namath led the Jets to a 
stunning upset of the Colts in Super Bowl III while living a flamboyant bachelor lifestyle. 
 
The fact Namath is from Beaver Falls, Pa., didn’t hurt either. Maddon grew up in Hazleton, Pa., and was 
a star high school quarterback. 
 
Namath visited Wrigley Field for the first time, 57 years after nearly signing with the Cubs out of high 
school. He elected to enroll at Alabama and became a top quarterback under coach Paul “Bear” Bryant. 
 
Maddon, 64, has remained in touch with Namath, 75, since first meeting him during his first season as 
Rays manager in 2006 and providing a uniform for Namath. 
 
Namath accompanied a fan who had won a prize package to attend Wednesday’s game, and “Broadway 
Joe” was treated like royalty as he visited several Cubs executives and players during batting practice. 



 
 
The Cubs presented Namath with a jersey with his last name and No. 12, which he wore at Alabama and 
with the Jets and Rams. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs conclude MLB draft with NCAA playoff twist  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The Cubs concluded the three-day amateur draft with 29 college players among their 42 selections. 
 
But they won’t be able to start negotiations with six players, who will participate in the NCAA Super 
Regionals starting this weekend. 
 
Among the players playing in the tournament are Duke outfielder Jimmy Herron (third round), 
Tennessee Tech pitcher Ethan Roberts (fourth), Texas left-hander Josh Sawyer (16th), Arkansas pitcher 
Jake Reindl (17th), South Carolina catcher Hunter Taylor (23rd) and Washington shortstop Levi Jordan 
(29th). 
 
The Cubs drafted catcher Wauconda High School alum Pierson Gibis from Wauconda High School in the 
39th round and infielder Itamar Steiner from Niles North High School in the 40th and final round. 
 
The Cubs drafted 18 pitchers (14 right-handed and four left-handed), three catchers, 11 outfielders and 
10 infielders. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs hero Jason Heyward’s walk-off slam latest sign of new life in bat since DL  
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
Maybe all Cubs right fielder Jason Heyward needed these last couple of years at the plate was a knock 
on the head. 
 
‘‘Things do seem a little more clear,’’ Heyward said with a laugh after his two-out grand slam in the 
bottom of the ninth inning lifted the Cubs to an unlikely 7-5 victory Wednesday against the Phillies at 
Wrigley Field. 
 
The Cubs trailed in the ninth after two of their best relievers, Steve Cishek and Brandon Morrow, each 
gave up their first home runs of the season. For Morrow, it was the first he had allowed since 2016. 
 
‘‘A lot of unlikely events occurred,’’ Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. 
 
Nothing seemed less likely than the identity of the hero in the Cubs’ first walk-off victory of the season. 
The long-struggling, left-handed-hitting Heyward was facing a tough matchup in left-hander Adam 
Morgan. 
 
But Heyward really has seemed to be a different hitter since hitting his head on the outfield wall May 6 
in St. Louis and spending close to two weeks on the concussion disabled list. 
 



 
Heyward called the ordeal scary and said he was thankful when he was able to return to baseball 
activities about halfway through the time he was sidelined. 
 
But while he’s able to joke now about the fact he’s hitting .340 in 13 starts since hitting his head, an 
actual benefit was the work on his mechanics he did leading up to his return. 
 
‘‘Just use my hands and try to be whippy with the bat,’’ he said, describing the emphasis he adopted. 
‘‘Have lag instead of trying to hit the ball with my arms and body. 
 
‘‘That’s what the time away kind of allowed me to do, just making sure to do anything I could before I 
got back. And since I’ve gotten back, to work on that every day.’’ 
 
Heyward, the $184 million free agent who had struggled offensively almost from the moment he signed 
that deal before the 2016 season, made no guarantees beyond trying to keep it up the next time he 
plays. 
 
So far, however, he’s 18-for-53 with five extra-base hits, three walks and 11 RBI in those 13 starts since 
returning. That includes four multihit games in five games last week — and a moment Wednesday he 
said he has practiced since he was 8 years old. 
 
‘‘He’s a huge part of this team,’’ said left fielder Kyle Schwarber, who led off the ninth by drawing the 
first walk in rookie pitcher Seranthony Dominguez’s 13 career appearances. ‘‘Special moments find 
special people, and that was one of them.’’ 
 
The no-doubt shot on a 2-2 pitch gave the Cubs their fifth victory in their last six games and their eighth 
in their last 10. They moved one game behind the first-place Brewers in the National League Central. 
 
‘‘Hopefully, that’s the kind of game that can push us a little bit,’’ said Maddon, whose team led 3-0 until 
Cishek gave up a three-run homer to Aaron Altherr on his first pitch with two outs in the sixth. 
 
Imagine what it might mean for the Cubs if Heyward continues to be a force at the plate, especially with 
more than 5½ seasons left on his mega-contract. 
 
‘‘Mechanically, I like what he’s doing now,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘He didn’t have a great night, but who did? 
But the last 10 days or so, Jason’s been hitting the ball consistently hard. And even when he doesn’t, 
he’s finding some holes with it, too. And playing some great defense. . . . Hopefully, that’s going to do 
something to really project his confidence in the right direction.’’ 
 
By the way, said Maddon, who hosted boyhood idol Joe Namath before the game: ‘‘Joe guaranteed the 
win before the game.’’ 
 
What did the Jets’ famous Super Bowl prognosticator have to say about Heyward? 
 
‘‘I was just concerned about tonight’s game,’’ Maddon said. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cub shortstop Addison Russell (finger) hopes to avoid DL when evaluated Thursday  
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 



 
The Cubs are nearing decision time on whether shortstop Addison Russell will go on the disabled list 
because of the left middle finger he injured on a swing Sunday in New York. 
 
Russell, who hasn’t played since leaving that game in the sixth inning, had an MRI exam and was cleared 
to swing in the batting cage and play catch on the field before the Cubs’ game Wednesday against the 
Phillies. 
 
‘‘He’s feeling actually pretty good,’’ manager Joe Maddon said. 
 
The Cubs plan to evaluate Russell’s status again Thursday after seeing how the finger responds 
overnight. It’s not considered serious, but Thursday would be the last day for them to get full value out 
of the three-day backdating maximum allowed for a move to the 10-day DL. 
 
Infielder David Bote traveled to Chicago from Class AAA Iowa and is available to join the roster if Russell 
goes on the DL. 
 
How long a run for Montgomery? 
 
Maddon reiterated he doesn’t plan to keep left-hander Mike Montgomery in the rotation once right-
hander Yu Darvish returns from the DL, even if Montgomery continues to pitch as well as he has in his 
first two starts (one run in 11 2/3 innings). 
 
But Montgomery, who is set to start Friday against the Pirates, might get an extended run as a starter 
because there is ‘‘no [projected] finish line’’ for Darvish’s return from a triceps injury. 
 
Darvish played catch again as he works toward his first bullpen session since going on the DL. But 
Maddon said he doesn’t know whether Darvish will be ready for that even by the end of the weekend. 
 
That would mark three weeks since Darvish last pitched. Even another two weeks of catch and bullpen 
work before an anticipated rehab assignment might push Darvish’s return close to the All-Star break. 
 
Feeling the draft 
 
The Cubs finished the three-day draft by selecting local prospects with their last two picks: Wauconda 
catcher Pierson Gibis and Niles North infielder Itamar Steiner. 
 
The Cubs selected 18 pitchers among their 42 picks, including LSU right-hander Cam Sanders, the son of 
former Cubs pitcher Scott Sanders, in the 12th round. 
 
They selected 29 college players, including first-rounder Nico Hoerner, a shortstop from Stanford. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Joe Namath thinks ‘what could’ve been’ if he decided to play for Cubs in 1961 
By Madeline Kenney 
 
It took Joe Namath 57 years to step on the mound at Wrigley Field with a baseball in hand and a Cubs 
jersey with his name on the back. 
 
“It crosses my mind every time I see a Cubs game,” Namath said. 



 
 
In 1961, the Cubs offered Namath, a brash 18-year-old outfielder, a two-year deal worth $50,000. 
 
They weren’t the only ones interested in him. Namath also received offers from the Cardinals, Orioles 
and Kansas City Athletics. 
 
But Namath decided — actually, it was his mother — that it was important for him to get an education, 
thus ending his baseball pursuits. 
 
And the rest is history. 
 
Namath went on to win a national title with Alabama in 1964 before leading the Jets to victory over the 
Colts in Super Bowl III in 1969. 
 
But it makes you wonder what might’ve been if “Broadway Joe,” who seriously considered playing 
professional baseball as a senior in high school, took the Cubs’ offer. 
 
“I have no idea,” Namath said. “I’ve been the luckiest guy around. I’ve been healthy, thank God. I thank 
God every day several times. I can’t imagine what would’ve been, could’ve been, should’ve been. All 
that stuff. But I love baseball, and my mother was right. I needed to go school.” 
 
Namath’s first visit to Wrigley was as special to him as it was to Cubs manager Joe Maddon, who viewed 
the Jets star quarterback and fellow Pennsylvania native as his childhood hero. 
 
The Cubs set it up for Namath to throw out a ceremonial first pitch, which overshadowed Bears tight 
end Zach Miller’s pitch. 
 
Namath, who just turned 75, said he soaked up all of Wrigley’s glory when he stepped on the field. The 
ballpark was even more magical than he imagined it would be. 
 
“I got goosebumps when I walked in. It’s just wonderful, the whole thing,” Namath said. “Looks a little 
different than yesteryear around the stadium and back. But it is Wrigley, and it’s special.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Five awesome Kris Bryant facts on the 5th anniversary of his draft pick  
By Satchel Price 
 
One of the best things that ever happened to the Cubs went down five years ago Wednesday. Months of 
hard work had led the club to a decision with the No. 2 overall pick in the 2013 MLB Draft, and it would 
prove to be the right one: Kris Bryant, third baseman, University of San Diego. 
 
At the time, this was not necessarily the common thinking, as many expected the team to take pitcher 
Jon Gray, who went third to the Rockies. 
 
But in the years since then-commissioner Bud Selig announced Bryant’s name, the decision stands out as 
one of the best, if not the best, in Cubs draft history. For a club that’s now loaded with productive 
hitters it drafted in the first round – Bryant, Javy Baez, Kyle Schwarber, Albert Almora, Ian Happ – it can 
be easy to forget that the Cubs spent decades largely whiffing on picking position players at the top of 
the draft. (Josh Vitters, Ryan Harvey, Tyler Colvin, Luis Montanez … the list goes on.) 



 
 
In honor of the fifth anniversary of drafting Bryant, arguably the best player on the team that finally 
broke the 108-year World Series drought, here’s a look at five reasons why he stands out in the Cubs’ 
draft history. 
 
He’s second among Cubs 1st-round picks in team WAR 
Let’s just start with the most ridiculous statistic of them all. The MLB Draft has been in place since 1965, 
and the Cubs have made 66 first-round picks (including supplemental picks) during that time. Already, 
just five seasons into his career, Bryant has contributed the second-most wins above replacement to the 
Cubs among those picks, according to Baseball-Reference. He’s first among position players. 
 
The only Cubs first-round pick to provide more value to the club in the past 53 years, according to WAR, 
is 1995 first-round pick Kerry Wood. He recorded 25.5 WAR over 12 seasons with the team, including a 
dominant 6.1 WAR in his peak 2003 season. 
 
Bryant, less than halfway through his fourth season, is already at 21.5 WAR. He’s going to lap Wood in 
the coming years and become the best first-round pick in Cubs history. It won’t be close, either, unless 
Baez, Schwarber or another recent pick can start catching up ground quickly. 
 
It’s worth noting that before Bryant, the three best position players drafted by the Cubs in the first 
round – Joe Carter (1981), Rafael Palmeiro (1985) and Josh Donaldson (2007) – all reached success 
elsewhere. 
 
He posted the best rookie season in Cubs history 
Bryant burst onto the scene as an immediate impact player with a .275/.369/.488 batting line and 26 
home runs in his debut season. It’s the best season by any rookie in Cubs history, and his only close 
competitors come from a century ago. 
 
Kris Bryant (2015): 6.1 WAR 
Jimmy Cooney (1890): 5.3 WAR 
Charlie Hollocher (1918): 5.0 WAR 
Addison Russell (2015): 3.5 WAR 
Joe Tinker (1902): 3.5 WAR 
 
Among Cubs rookies, Bryant’s 2015 season ranks first all-time in doubles, home runs, RBI, hits by pitch, 
slugging percentage and OPS. He also set a franchise record with a league-leading 199 strikeouts, which 
is 25 more than Sammy Sosa ever recorded in a season. 
 
He’s one of six players to win ROTY and MVP in his first two seasons 
Over 20 players have won both awards in their careers, but only six have won Rookie of the Year and 
MVP in their first two seasons. Bryant is part of that venerable group after his 2015 ROTY and 2016 MVP 
trophies. 
 
The others? 
 
Red Sox outfielder Fred Lynn (1975) 
Orioles shortstop Cal Ripken Jr. (1982-83) 
Mariners outfielder Ichiro (2001) 
Phillies first baseman Ryan Howard (2005-06) 
Red Sox second baseman Dustin Pedroia (2007-08) 
 



 
Best player ever from Nevada? It’s Bryant or Bryce 
There must have been something in the water in Nevada in the early 90s. A state that was never 
previously known for churning out MLB superstars provided the game two of its most talented, 
charismatic players in the same year. 
 
Harper got an early start to his MLB career after being drafted first overall out of high school in 2010, 
but Bryant may give him a run for the title of “best MLB player ever born in Nevada” by the time all is 
said and done. Through 827 games, Harper has recorded 27.2 WAR, or roughly 5.3 WAR per 162 games. 
Bryant, meanwhile, has averaged 6.9 WAR per 162 games. 
 
So while Harper’s longer career gives him the early lead, and his 2015 MVP season shows the kind of 
heights he can reach at his best, Bryant’s consistency could win out eventually. 
 
Before these two, Rangers first baseman Joey Gallo and Cardinals outfielder Tommy Pham, the best 
player to ever come out of Nevada was … Marty Cordova. 
What else needs to be said? 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Heyward wins it for Chicago Cubs with grand slam  
By Bruce Miles 
 
Joe Namath was in the house at Wrigley Field on Wednesday night, and it appears he hasn't lost his 
touch. 
 
Back in January 1969, Namath boldly guaranteed that his underdog New York Jets would beat the 
mighty Baltimore Colts in Super Bowl III. 
 
That prediction came true. 
 
According to Chicago Cubs manager Joe Maddon, Namath guaranteed a win for the Cubs on 
Wednesday. Things looked iffy after the Cubs lost a 3-0 lead and trailed 5-3 in the bottom of the ninth 
inning. 
 
But Jason Heyward's two-out grand slam off lefty Adam Morgan lifted the Cubs to a super 7-5 victory. 
 
"Well, first of all, Joe guaranteed the win before the game," Maddon said. "Second of all, the ball was on 
our own 45 (yard line). No timeouts left. Trips right. Hail Mary, and we got the touchdown. So I think it's 
all appropriate that Joe Willie was here today to witness that game. A lot of unlikely events occurred." 
 
But wait, there's more where that came from. 
 
"Two things happened," Maddon said. "(Reliever Cory) Mazzoni comes in and I asked Cory, 'Have you 
ever had a major-league win?' And he said no. I said, 'You're going to get your first one tonight.' And 
then (first baseman Anthony) Rizzo's even better than me. 
 
"You talk, talk, talk on the bench. I'm saying, 'Come on, just a basehit or double down the line.' He said, 
'No, how about a walk-off grand slam,' about a nanosecond before it occurred. That's baseball." 
 
Or football or whatever. But it was crazy. 



 
 
Heyward, a left-handed hitter facing a lefty, cranked a 2-2 pitch to right-center for his first career 
walkoff homer. 
 
How long had he dreamed of that? 
 
"Since I was like 8," he said. "It's great because the game's over." 
 
Rizzo homered in the second off Aaron Nola to give the Cubs a 1-0 lead before they added 2 more runs 
in the fourth for starting pitcher Jose Quintana. 
 
But in the top of the sixth, Quintana walked Cesar Hernandez to start the inning before striking out the 
next two batters. After Carlos Santana singled, Maddon went to Steve Cishek to face Aaron Altherr. 
 
On Cishek's first pitch, Altherr tied the game with a homer to center. 
 
In the ninth, Cubs closer Brandon Morrow gave up a 2-run homer to Dylan Cozens. It was Cozens' first 
career homer, and it snapped a streak for Morrow of not allowing a homer at 71 straight innings. 
 
Maddon defended his decision to pull Quintana after 91 pitches. 
 
"The matchup was spectacular," he said of Cishek on Altherr. "It's just not OK, Cishek on him in that 
moment. It just didn't work. I would have been more upset with myself had I left Quintana in and he hit 
a 3-run homer as opposed to what we did. It just doesn't play, but it was the right thing to do." 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Chicago Cubs' Maddon excited about Namath visit  
By Bruce Miles 
 
It was hard to tell who was more thrilled: Chicago Cubs manager Joe Maddon because pro football 
legend Joe Namath was at Wrigley Field or Namath for being at Wrigley for the first time. 
 
"Is there anything cooler?" Maddon asked. "I got to know Joe several years ago when I went to spring 
training with the Rays. My initial meeting of the camp, I asked Chico Fernandez, our video coordinator, 
'You have one job this entire camp, and that's to make sure we get to meet Joe Namath this spring.' " 
 
A camera crew from MLB Productions was in tow with Namath, who received a No. 12 Cubs jersey from 
Maddon. Namath made the number famous during his days as quarterback of the New York Jets. 
Namath led the American Football League's Jets to a Super Bowl III upset over the NFL's Baltimore Colts. 
 
A college star at Alabama, Namath also had offers to play baseball, including from the Cubs, but he 
chose college. He finally got to Wrigley Field on Wednesday. 
 
"We've done stuff for his charity, organization, foundation," Maddon said. "He's done the same for ours. 
Part of that today is the fact that somebody won this package to come to Wrigley today, and he wanted 
to attend with the people. 
 
"The fact that he was offered a pretty decent contract by the Cubs back in the early '60s … obviously 
went in another direction and has never stepped foot in Wrigley Field until today. 



 
 
"So there's a lot of cool little sidebars to the whole thing." 
 
Namath threw out a ceremonial first pitch, to Maddon. Both Maddon and Namath are from 
Pennsylvania, Maddon from Hazleton and Namath from Beaver Falls. 
 
Russell takes his swings: 
Joe Maddon said the news appears good on shortstop Addison Russell, who injured his left middle finger 
while swinging the bat during Sunday's game at New York. 
 
Russell took some swings with the bat Wednesday afternoon, as the Cubs were debating whether to put 
him on the disabled list and call up David Bote from Class AAA Iowa. 
 
"He's feeling, actually, pretty good," Maddon said. "We'll evaluate after he plays catch. We'll try to 
figure out tomorrow or the next day. So it really is one thing at a time, but he felt better than he thought 
he was going to feel." 
 
• Also, reliever Carl Edwards Jr., on the DL with right-shoulder inflammation, is reported pain free and 
beginning a strengthening program. Edwards went on the DL May 30. 
 
That's a wrap: 
The amateur draft wrapped up Wednesday, and the Cubs made 42 picks over 40 rounds, including 
compensatory picks. 
 
In the final two rounds, the Cubs selected a pair of local products, drafting catcher Pierson Gibis from 
Wauconda High School in the 39th round and infielder Itamar Steiner from Niles North High School in 
the 40th. 
 
In the 12th round, the Cubs drafted right-handed pitcher Cam Sanders out of Louisiana State. Sanders is 
the son of former major-league pitcher Scott Sanders, who pitched in the majors from 1993-1999, 
including 67 games with the Cubs in 1999. 
 
Overall, the Cubs selected 18 pitchers (14 right-handed and four left-handed), three catchers, 11 
outfielders and 10 infielders. Additionally, the Cubs selected 29 college players and 13 high school 
players. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Stats be damned. Against all odds, Cubs win a wild one at Wrigley  
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
Joe Maddon and Gabe Kapler are two of the more forward-thinking, numbers-oriented managers in 
baseball. But when their two teams matched up on Wednesday night, the numbers seemed to matter 
very little. 
 
“You look at the numbers at the back of this card,” Maddon told reporters while holding up a color-
coded lineup card with all sorts of data on it after the Cubs’ crazy 7-5 win. “Those were awful matchups, 
all three of them. Their two guys against our guys, our guy against their guy. And those are all the runs.” 
 



 
The three matchups Maddon was referring to led to nine of the 12 combined runs scored on the night — 
one that ended with a Jason Heyward grand slam, the Cubs’ first walk-off victory of the season. It was as 
unlikely a shot as they come, but nearly every moment before it was equally surprising. 
 
The Cubs’ offense got to Phillies ace Aaron Nola for three runs in the first four frames of the game. For 
five and a half innings, that was the story of the night as the righty came into the game with a 2.18 ERA 
and 2.4 WAR (according to FanGraphs), both second in the National League behind only Jacob deGrom, 
who the Cubs faced in New York on Saturday. 
 
But that storyline quickly changed when Maddon decided to pull José Quintana, who was looking strong 
for much of the night, with two outs in the sixth with two runners on base. 
 
“I wanted definitely to stay in,” Quintana said. “But I understand it’s the manager’s decision. I respect 
his call. We kept battling and here we are with the win.” 
 
To that point, Quintana was tossing a shutout and had struck out 10 batters while walking just two and 
allowing just three hits, all singles. Aaron Altherr, who was 0-for-2 on the night, was stepping up to the 
plate. But if we’re going strictly off numbers, perhaps it was the right decision. Quintana had allowed a 
.354/.446/.646 slash line the third time through the order this season. But one could also point out that 
perhaps it’s time Maddon start pushing his starters in these moments a bit more often. Try to get them 
through six or seven innings and avoid leaning on his quickly tiring bullpen. 
 
But Maddon stuck with the numbers, going with the process that has led him and so many others to 
success more often than not. While his career splits are nearly even, Altherr came into the game with a 
106 wRC+ against lefties on the season and a 68 wRC+ when facing righties. Maddon decided to call 
righty Steve Cishek, who hadn’t allowed a home run in 53 innings, out of the ‘pen to get the final out of 
the frame. One hanging slider later and Altherr, who had a slash line of .184/.311/.327 on the season, 
tied the game at 3-3 with a homer to center that barely left the yard. 
 
With the game still tied in the ninth, Maddon went to closer Brandon Morrow, who had a 71-inning 
homerless stretch coming into the night along with an 0.89 ERA and .184 batting average against. That 
meant nothing on this evening. Altherr led off with a single and then Dylan Cozens followed by sending a 
two-run homer — the first home run of his career — into the left-field basket. Suddenly, the Cubs were 
staring down a gut-punch loss after it appeared they were cruising to a nice victory. 
 
“One pitch off Cishek and one pitch off [Morrow], two of arguably our best relievers, and all of a sudden 
they have five runs,” Maddon said. “Just an unlikely set of events.” 
 
But it only got weirder from there. Rookie reliever Seranthony Domínguez worked a perfect eighth, 
pushing his season total to 15 2/3 innings with a 0.00 ERA, 16 strikeouts, two hits allowed and zero 
walks. 
 
Then came the ninth. 
 
Kyle Schwarber worked a four-pitch walk, the first Domínguez had ever allowed in the majors. 
 
“Get on base any way possible,” Schwarber said of his thought process. “I was gonna swing early if there 
were some strikes thrown. Because he’s got some pretty good stuff, obviously. But once you get [ahead] 
there, try to pull out all the tricks in the book and try to get on base there.” 
 



 
Following a Javy Báez strikeout, Albert Almora put runners on the corners with a single, which was just 
the third hit allowed by Domínguez this season. Kapler brought in lefty Adam Morgan, who walked Ian 
Happ and retired Ben Zobrist on a force out at home to keep the game at 5-3. 
 
In stepped Jason Heyward. The much-maligned Cubs right fielder has been better this season, but he 
came into Wednesday’s game with an abysmal -5 wRC+ against lefties on the year. Yes, that’s a 
negative. Which means it’s really bad. Morgan had allowed a .441 on-base percentage against lefties, 
but no extra-base hits. Of course, Heyward had no extra-base hits against southpaws in 2018. He did, 
however, have three hits in the six at-bats against Morgan in his career, including a homer. 
 
But it still doesn’t explain what happened next. Heyward got ahead 2-0, took a 97-mph four-seamer 
down on the inner half of the plate for strike one and then fouled off another four-seamer a little more 
inside off the plate. Morgan went to the four-seamer a third straight time, this time up and over the 
plate, and Heyward drove it 415 feet deep into right-center field to end a wild night at Wrigley. 
 
“It’s frickin’ cool, man,” Schwarber said when asked what it’s like to be part of an exciting win like this 
one. “It’s always fun when you walk-off. That spot there, you got a tough left-on-left matchup there and 
the bases are loaded and he hits a granny. I mean, come on.” 
 
Heyward is one of the most well-respected players in the clubhouse. He struggled mightily at the plate 
during his first two seasons in Chicago, but in his third, he’s finally starting to show signs of the player 
the Cubs thought they were getting when they signed him. He was in a bit of a slump in May when he 
was forced to go on the disabled list with a concussion, but since returning, Heyward’s slashing a solid 
.321/.350/.482 and contributing to an offense that’s looking like the best in the NL. 
 
“Things do seem a little more clear,” Heyward joked when asked what’s changed since returning from 
concussion protocol. “But no, just trying to keep it — it’s cliché, I’ll keep saying — just trying to keep it 
simple. One at-bat, one pitch at a time. Try and make adjustments on the fly. It’s much easier said than 
done. I got a pitch to hit there and I didn’t miss it.” 
 
Heyward did go into a little bit more detail about his methods later on. 
 
“Just use my hands and try and be whippy with the bat,” he said. “Have lag instead of trying to hit the 
ball with my arms and my body. You don’t try and not do it the right way, but just trying to put the 
emphasis on that. That’s what the time away kind of allowed me to do.” 
 
The Cubs will take wins any way they can. But Maddon and the rest of the clubhouse were happy to get 
this one with Heyward as the hero. 
 
“He’s made some adjustments, I like them, they look good,” Maddon said. “Something like this, 
hopefully really generates some confidence moving forward. He’s such a good baseball player and he’s 
so solid with all the other guys. Hopefully this will really project. 
 
“My goodness, that was really well-struck too. That ball came off the bat hot.” 
 
Not only does Maddon hope this “projects” for Heyward, but he suggested perhaps this was the type of 
game that could push the whole team forward for a bit. The Cubs now sit 10 games above .500 at 34-24, 
just one game back of a suddenly cold Milwaukee Brewers team. They’re expecting to be atop this 
division soon enough, because that’s just how confident this team is. 
 



 
Maddon may like the numbers; he spoke before the game about how he always embraced them even 
years ago when other coaches staunchly refused to do so. But he also understands this is a game played 
by humans and sometimes the statistics mean nothing. Baseball is a game built on failure. As much as 
the numbers might say one thing, sometimes it’s just best to expect the unexpected. 
 
“You talk, talk, talk on the bench,” Maddon said. “And I say, ‘Come on, just a base hit or double down 
the line.’ [Rizzo] says, ‘No, how about a walk-off grand slam,’ like a nanosecond before it occurred. 
That’s baseball.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
The evolution of the Cubs and Javier Báez: ‘They don’t call him El Mago for no reason’ 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
The same Javier Báez who plays the game with emotion and a carefree attitude can also be introverted 
and stubborn. The performer on the field and the personality off the field don’t always match up. The 
usual talk about Báez being flashy misses a larger point about how quiet he can be in the clubhouse and 
how serious he takes his craft. 
 
Solving that equation became a priority during the early stages of the Wrigley Field rebuild, figuring out 
the best ways to connect with Báez and maximize his unique talents. The Cubs could see unbelievable 
instincts, immature moments and snapshots of a Gary Sheffield/Manny Ramirez hybrid. 
 
During the 2013 season that saw the big-league team lose 96 games — and Báez put up 37 homers, 111 
RBIs, 147 strikeouts and 44 errors at advanced Class-A Daytona and Double-A Tennessee — Cubs 
officials in Theo Epstein’s suite could turn and watch the video feed from the minor-league affiliates. 
 
It didn’t look, feel or sound anything like the scene late Wednesday night, the press box shaking as Jason 
Heyward’s grand slam disappeared into the right-field bleachers, the crowd of 40,275 roaring and the 
mosh pit forming at home plate after a 7-5 walk-off win over the Philadelphia Phillies. 
 
“At that time, we really needed our prospects to perform,” said Brandon Hyde, the former farm director 
who now works as Joe Maddon’s bench coach. “It was a Báez Watch every night.” 
 
It still is. Except now it is shown in high definition and from multiple camera angles and repackaged and 
circulated on Twitter. Those highlight-reel plays are hard to miss, even when you now work for the other 
team. 
 
“Everything pops up,” said Jose David Flores, the Phillies first base coach who spent the last five seasons 
as the infield coordinator for the Cubs. “They don’t call him ‘El Mago’ for no reason.” 
 
Flores had a good view Tuesday night when Odubel Herrera popped up to lead off the ninth inning. 
Tracking the ball as he ran over from shortstop toward the left-field line, Báez looked down at least 
three times to get a sense of his positioning. Báez caught it backhanded near the wall — where the old 
bullpen used to be — and then tumbled headfirst into the first row and crashed in a way that showed 
the ruby red bottoms of his Nike cleats. The year after Addison Russell’s Nacho Man encounter at Busch 
Stadium, Báez knocked into some dude’s beer cup. 
 
“I had beer all over me,” Báez said. “The fans were trying to help me up. They were just really excited. I 
felt like they were just trying to touch me. It was great. It was fun. And I smell a lot like beer.” 



 
 
When Báez stands at his locker during those postgame media scrums, he’s relaxed, straightforward and 
respectful. It’s hard to believe that he’s still only 25 years old. It just seems like he’s been around 
forever. Wednesday marked seven years since the Jim Hendry regime drafted him with the ninth overall 
pick. 
 
Flores had two distinct advantages when he first began working with Báez. Flores and Báez could speak 
in Spanish, which made it easier to exchange ideas and establish a level of understanding. Flores also 
coached Báez’s older brother, Rolando Agosto, in winter ball and worked with the Puerto Rican national 
teams, which gave him insight and credibility. 
 
“It was just a matter of letting him perform,” Flores said. “At times, you had to pretty much let him fail, 
so he knew that the things that we were trying to teach him were the things that he needed to do in 
order for him to be able to do what he’s doing right now at this level. 
 
“With that being said, there were good times and there were rough times where he probably didn’t 
even want to hear me. But as coaches, we got to know and we got to learn those different types of 
personalities. 
 
“In the end, he knew. He knew that all I was trying to do was help him out, and that I was going to tell 
him things exactly as I saw ‘em. And if I didn’t, I was failing him and the Cubs system. 
 
“The really good bond that we were able to establish came with all that trust and knowing the same 
language and him seeing that we — as a group — care about him.” 
 
It took a village to make the right draft-day decisions on Kris Bryant and Kyle Schwarber, and push Albert 
Almora Jr. toward his potential as a Gold Glove center fielder, and help Jake Arrieta blossom into a Cy 
Young Award winner, and give Kyle Hendricks the resources to become a World Series Game 7 starter. 
When John Mallee became the Cubs’ hitting coach after Báez’s rough big-league debut (95 strikeouts in 
52 games) in 2014, he traveled to Puerto Rico to visit the young player who would become a breakout 
star during the 2016 playoffs. 
 
Báez now strikes out at a manageable rate that is right around the major-league average at 24 percent. 
He leads the National League with 46 RBIs. He leads the Cubs in homers (14), runs scored (35), stolen 
bases (9) and slugging percentage (.546). 
 
“He’s amazing,” said Mallee, now Philadelphia’s hitting coach. “His bat-to-ball skills are amazing. His bat 
speed’s amazing. You throw him anything — a strike in the zone — he can hit it. And then he can go out 
of the zone. He’s just a different breed. Not many people are like Javy Báez with the bat speed and the 
athleticism in the box. 
 
“Of course, Javy’s going to swing at the chase sliders away and he’s going to get fooled. But if you hang 
it, he’s going to bang it.” 
 
It’s almost to the point where you take it for granted. Russell sprains his left middle finger, goes for an 
MRI and may or may not need recovery time on the disabled list. The Cubs shift Javy from second base 
to shortstop, move to 10 games over .500 and Báez Watch begins all over again. 
 
“He’s shown these flashes since he was a young puppy,” Flores said. “But now you can see the way he’s 
matured at this level of competition, staying under control on routine plays and going all-out on plays 
[where he’s] going in the stands and just taking care of business.” 



 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Hey now! Heyward slams PHI, Cubs walk off  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Football Hall of Famer Joe Namath promised Cubs manager Joe Maddon a Cubs win on 
Wednesday night, and Anthony Rizzo went a step further and predicted Jason Heyward would hit a 
walk-off grand slam just a "nano-second" before it happened. But the best moment came later in the 
Cubs' clubhouse between Heyward and hitting coach Chili Davis, who gave the outfielder a bear hug. 
 
Davis has been working with Heyward since taking over the job this offseason, and with two outs and 
the bases loaded in the ninth inning at Wrigley Field against Phillies lefty Adam Morgan, everything 
clicked. 
 
Heyward launched his first career walk-off home run and third career grand slam to power the Cubs to a 
7-5 come-from-behind victory over the Phillies. 
 
"Special moments find special people, and that was one of them today," Chicago's Kyle Schwarber said. 
 
Trailing 5-3 in the ninth, Seranthony Dominguez walked Schwarber, the first free pass issued by the 
right-hander this season. One out later, Schwarber moved up on an errant throw by catcher Jorge 
Alfaro, who tried to pick off Schwarber at first. Schwarber advanced on Albert Almora Jr.'s single to 
center, which chased Dominguez. Morgan walked pinch-hitter Ian Happ to load the bases, and 
Schwarber was forced out at home on Ben Zobrist's comebacker. 
 
Heyward then launched a 2-2 fastball into the right-field bleachers for the game-winner. 
 
"First of all, Joe [Namath] guaranteed the win before the game," Maddon said of the legendary 
quarterback who was a guest at the game. "Second of all, the ball was on our own 45 [yard line], no time 
outs left. He goes right, Hail Mary, and we got the touchdown. I think it was appropriate Joe Willie was 
here to witness that game." 
 
Cory Mazzoni earned his first big league win in relief after some rough moments for Steve Cishek and 
Brandon Morrow, two of the Cubs' most reliable relievers. 
 
"I asked Cory, 'Have you ever had a Major League win?' and he said, 'No.' I said, 'You're going to get your 
first one tonight,'" Maddon said. "Rizzo was better than me. He had talked, talked, talked on the bench. 
I'm saying, 'C'mon, just a base hit or double down the line' and he said, 'No, how about a walk-off grand 
slam,' like a nano-second before it occurred. That's baseball." 
 
Aaron Altherr had tied the game with a three-run homer in the Phillies' sixth off Cishek -- a matchup 
Maddon liked better than having Altherr face starter Jose Quintana. In the Phillies' ninth, Dylan Cozens 
golfed a 2-1 fastball from Morrow into the basket rimming the left-field bleachers. 
 
"They were all good matchups and the hitters came through," Maddon said. 
 
Quintana struck out a season-high 10 batters and was pulled with a 3-0 lead, two outs and two on in the 
Phillies' sixth. Cishek then hung a pitch and Altherr didn't miss, tying the game at 3. 
 



 
"I would've been more upset with myself had I left Quintana in and [Altherr] hit a three-run homer, as 
opposed to what we did. We did the right thing, and it worked out that way," Maddon said. "It was the 
right thing to do." 
 
Heyward has been trying to get right since he signed an eight-year contract with the Cubs in December 
2015. In 16 games since Heyward returned from the concussion disabled list, he's batting .321. 
 
"Things do seem a little more clear," Heyward said. "I keep saying it, but I'm trying to keep it simple, one 
at-bat, one pitch at a time, trying to make adjustments on the fly. It's much easier said than done. I got a 
pitch to hit there and didn't miss it. Pitchers don't make many mistakes. I got one off a guy who's really 
good and has good numbers and didn't miss it." 
 
Maddon sees it. 
 
"Right now, what he's doing mechanically at the plate, I like as well as any moment that I've seen him 
here with the Cub uniform on," Maddon said. "He's made some adjustments, and I like them. They look 
good. Something like this hopefully generates some confidence moving forward. He's such a good 
baseball player and so solid with all the other guys. Hopefully this will really project." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Scoreboard-watching: Nola had not given up a home run to a left-handed batter this season entering 
Wednesday's game. Rizzo became the first when he led off the second with his ninth home run, 
launching a 92.4 mph fastball 415 feet to right that struck the Wrigley Field video board. The ball had an 
exit velocity of 106.7 mph, per Statcast™, but didn't appear to break any of the lights. 
 
Wake-up call: Kris Bryant didn't make as much noise as Rizzo, but he had the same impact in the Cubs' 
fourth. He walked to lead off, and the Phillies then shifted the infield to the right side during Rizzo's at-
bat. Rizzo walked, and Bryant moved up to second but saw no one covering third base, so he took off 
and swiped the bag. Bryant then scored on Willson Contreras' single to put the Cubs ahead 2-0. One out 
later, Javier Baez hit a sacrifice fly to right for his National League-leading 46th RBI. 
 
SOUND SMART 
Wednesday marked the Cubs' first walk-off grand slam since July 27, 2009, when Alfonso Soriano did so 
against the Astros. It also was the Cubs' first walk-off homer when trailing since Bryant connected on 
July 27, 2015, against the Rockies. 
 
The home run off Cishek was the first he has allowed since July 22, 2017, against the Yankees, snapping 
a streak of 53 straight innings without giving one up. Cozens' homer off Morrow ended a streak of 71 
consecutive innings without a home run for the reliever, the longest active streak in the Major Leagues. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"He's a huge part of this team. He's a guy who you can go up to and talk to. He's going to give you his 
honest opinion. For him to be out there on the field and do what he does out there in the outfield and 
what he's doing at the plate, it's phenomenal. He's a great human being." -- Schwarber, on Heyward 
 
UP NEXT 
Tyler Chatwood will get the start for the Cubs' series finale against the Phillies on Thursday at 1:20 p.m. 
CT. The right-hander didn't get the win in his last start, but he was able to get back on track. Chatwood, 
who leads the Majors in walks, issued four in his last outing but still held the Mets to two runs in 5 1/3 
innings. He's 2-3 with a 5.33 ERA at Wrigley Field. Nick Pivetta starts for the Phillies. 
 



 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Rizzo hits long homer off video board at Wrigley  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Anthony Rizzo didn't break anything, but he definitely made an impact on the video board in 
right field at Wrigley Field in the Cubs' dramatic 7-5 win on Wednesday. 
 
Rizzo became the first left-handed hitter to homer off Phillies starter Aaron Nola on Wednesday night 
and the second Cubs player to have a home run hit the video board in right this season. 
 
Rizzo led off the Chicago second with his ninth home run, launching a 92.4 mph fastball from Nola 415 
feet to right, striking the video board. The ball had an exit velocity of 106.7 mph, per Statcast™, but 
didn't appear to break any of the lights. 
 
It's the fifth time a player has homered off that video board. Fellow Cub Ian Happ did so this year on 
May 22. 
 
This was Rizzo's second career homer off the right-field video board. He now ranks second on the team 
with 40 RBIs, and the Cubs join the Braves as the only National League teams withtwo players who have 
driven in that many runs. Javier Baez leads the NL with 46 RBIs. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs focus on talented college players in Draft  
By Matthew Martell 
 
CHICAGO -- The Cubs have had success in recent years drafting college players who could ascend 
through the system quickly and reach the Major League roster. That was a focus again for the Cubs in 
the 2018 Draft. 
 
President of baseball operations Theo Epstein's goal in his first few Drafts with the Cubs was to stock the 
farm system to hurry the rebuilding process along. Now, with most of the key players from his first few 
Drafts on the big league roster, the Cubs are attempting to replace them in the Minors and continue 
adding depth throughout the organization. 
 
They drafted Stanford shortstop Nico Hoerner 24th overall with their first pick. The Cubs liked Hoerner 
because of his high-contact ability at the plate. He batted .345 in 57 games this season, with 25 extra-
base hits and 40 RBIs. 
 
"He's a multi-tool athlete with incredible makeup," Cubs scouting and player development director 
Jason McLeod said. "He's a leader on the field, he's a leader in the dugout. He's incredibly passionate 
and all about winning. He's exactly what we're looking to bring into the organization." 
 
Duke center fielder Jimmy Herron, a third-rounder, hit .338/.443/.481 in 42 games last summer in the 
Cape Cod Baseball League. MLB Pipeline reported Herron will need Tommy John surgery. 
 



 
Second baseman Andy Weber, a fifth-round pick out of the University of Virginia, brings a model of 
consistency that most big league teams look for in prospects. This season, the left-handed hitter reached 
base in 32 consecutive games. His .344 average ranked second in the ACC. 
 
The Cubs also took two college right-handed pitchers in the first five rounds, Paul Richan (78th overall) 
from the University of San Diego and Ethan Roberts (128th overall) from Tennessee Tech. 
 
Richan's fastball consistently reaches 94 mph, and he throws two breaking balls that generate a lot of 
swings and misses. Roberts, primarily used as a multi-inning closer, uses a five-pitch mix to command 
the zone and generate strikeouts. 
 
In all, the Cubs took 16 college players with their first 20 picks, and nine of those 16 college players were 
on teams that made it to the College World Series. 
 
Of the four high school kids selected among the Cubs' first 20 picks, two were taken on the first night: 
outfielders Brennen Davis (Round 2, pick No. 62) and Cole Roederer (Round 2C, pick No. 77). 
 
Right-handed pitcher Kohl Franklin, the third high school player the Cubs selected, comes from a 
baseball family. His uncle, Ryan Franklin, played 12 years in the Majors and was an All-Star in 2009 with 
the Cardinals. His father, Jay Franklin, also a pitcher, played three MLB games with the Padres before 
going on to be a MLBPA-certified agent. As an agent, Jay represented Ryan and 2011 first-round 
selection Archie Bradley, a reliever for the Diamondbacks. 
 
Franklin's coach at Broken Arrow (Okla.) HS, Shannon Dobson -- who also coached Bradley at Broken 
Arrow -- said he has no doubt Franklin is ready for the professional lifestyle, considering he's been 
around it his whole life. 
 
"I think he could play now," Dobson said. "I don't know exactly what his plans are, but I feel he could 
sign now." 
 
That's the big question for the high schoolers taken early: Will those players -- many of whom have 
significant scholarship offers to play college ball -- actually sign? 
 
As of now, Franklin is still weighing his options: signing with the Cubs on for something in the 
neighborhood of $250,000 or sticking with a baseball scholarship to play at Big 12 powerhouse 
Oklahoma. 
 
Davis, a second-round outfielder from Arizona, has an approximate pick value of $1.1 million. Roederer, 
meanwhile, has a pick value at about $775,100. 
 
Aside from Franklin, the Cubs also selected Cameron Sanders, a right-handed pitcher from LSU, whose 
father, Scott Sanders, played seven seasons in MLB. The elder Sanders spent his final year with the Cubs 
in 1999. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs draft lifelong fan, cancer survivor Gibis  
By Matthew Martell 
 



 
CHICAGO -- Pierson Gibis is a lifelong Cubs fan. And nearly two years after being diagnosed with cancer, 
the 18-year-old was selected by his favorite team in the 39th round of the MLB Draft. 
 
"Thank you to anyone who made something like this happen," Gibis said of getting drafted. "Looking 
back on it being a 5-year-old kid, saying I want to play for the Cubs one day or get drafted by the Cubs or 
anything -- it's just a surreal experience." 
 
Gibis is now cancer-free. He finished chemotherapy in October and radiation treatment in November, 
and he began working out again in December. He felt strong enough this spring to play with the Racine 
Hitters Baseball Academy. 
 
Gibis graduated from Wauconda High School (Ill.) last year and was a solid catcher there. He had hopes 
of getting a college baseball scholarship before he was rushed to the emergency room in August 2016. 
He was diagnosed with rhabdomyosarcoma, a form of childhood cancer normally found in kids younger 
than Gibis. 
 
He couldn't go to school for 65 weeks and had to take online classes to graduate. College and his dream 
of playing baseball there were put on hold. 
 
Gibis even had to sit out a Cubs game he had a ticket for during September 2016, weeks before his 
favorite team won its first World Series title since 1908, according to the Daily Herald. 
 
Gibis is attending Madison College this fall and will play baseball there. 
 
In 2017, Gibis was the first recipient of the Charlie Donovan Passion for the Game Award, which is 
presented by the Chicago Scouts Association. The late Cubs baseball scout Stan Zielinski helped create 
the award. 
 
"I've just been filled with happiness but also confusion. It feels like a dream," Gibis said. "I'm 
overwhelmed and so stoked about everything. I can't even put it into words." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Injury updates: Russell, Darvish, Edwards  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- The Cubs may have a better feel on Wednesday as to whether shortstop Addison Russell 
needs to go on the disabled list because of a sprained left middle finger. 
 
Russell underwent an MRI on Tuesday and was able to take batting practice and play catch on 
Wednesday. He sprained his finger during his second at-bat on Sunday against the Mets. 
 
"He's feeling pretty good," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said Wednesday. "We'll evaluate after he plays 
catch ... and then try to figure out [Wednesday] or the next day. It really is one day at a time, but he felt 
better than he thought he would. 
 
"The DL is still a possibility," Maddon said. "If he comes through this as well as he thinks he is, it may not 
be." 
 



 
• Reliever Carl Edwards Jr., who has been on the disabled list since May 30 with inflammation in his right 
shoulder, is pain-free and in the midst of a strengthening program. 
 
"He's coming along really well," Maddon said of the right-hander. "He's feeling good, he's feeling 
stronger. I'm waiting for the next level." 
 
• Yu Darvish, on the disabled list with inflammation in his right triceps, played catch for the second 
straight day on Wednesday. There is no timetable for his return. 
 
"It's still status quo," Maddon said. 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Jason Heyward's walk-off grand slam the latest sign he's finally coming around  
By Jesse Rogers 
 
CHICAGO -- An improbable game ended in the most improbable way when Chicago Cubs right fielder 
Jason Heyward hit a walk-off grand slam on a two-out, two-strike pitch off Philadelphia Phillies left-
hander Adam Morgan, vaulting the Cubs to a 7-5 victory Wednesday night. 
 
Or perhaps it wasn't all that improbable, considering that the much-maligned Heyward has been making 
a lot more contact lately, prompting manager Joe Maddon to bat him second in the lineup. That's the 
spot that came up with the game on the line in the ninth. 
 
"What he's doing mechanically at the plate, I like as well as at any moment that I've seen him here with 
a Cubs uniform on," Maddon said after his team's first walk-off win of the season. 
 
It was Heyward's first career walk-off home run and first grand slam since 2015 -- the year before he 
signed a $184 million contract with the Cubs. At that time, he was a Gold Glove outfielder and a solid 
teammate, with an offensive game his new team thought would continue to improve. Instead, Heyward 
went backward. 
 
But since his return from a concussion last month, he has been a different hitter. 
 
"It's cliché, but trying to keep it simple," Heyward said after his big hit. "One at-bat, one pitch at a time. 
Trying to make adjustments on the fly." 
 
Whatever he did on the 2-2 pitch from Morgan worked. Heyward caught up to the 97 mph fastball and 
deposited it into the right-field bleachers, sending Wrigley Field into a frenzy. 
 
"There's certain types of pitches he's still good at," Maddon said. "He got one there." 
 
It was just Heyward's third home run of the season and his first off a left-hander, as Morgan has been 
better against righties than lefties this season. There was a time when it didn't matter what the 
opposing pitcher's splits were -- Heyward was unlikely to drive the ball out of the park regardless. But 
for whatever reason, the past few weeks have been different. First and foremost, he's making tons of 
contact. 
 
"Just trying to be ready for a strike in the zone," Heyward said. 
 



 
Since returning from his concussion on May 18, he's hitting .300 with just three strikeouts. If this is the 
new Heyward, then the Cubs have a welcome addition to their lineup. For many fans who had written 
Heyward off, his recent success has come out of nowhere, but Heyward has worked as hard as anyone in 
the game to live up to his mega-contract. Right now, he's doing just that. 
 
"The last 10 days, he's been hitting the ball consistently hard," Maddon said. "And even when he 
doesn't, he's been finding some holes." 
 
The ending Wednesday topped off a crazy night on which Maddon might have pulled his starter too 
early, as the Phillies hit home runs off of Cubs relievers who hadn't given up long balls in 53 and 71 
innings, respectively. Taking Steve Cishek and Brandon Morrow deep isn't easy for the opposition these 
days, but neither of the Phillies' home runs -- a three-run homer by Aaron Altherr in the sixth and a two-
run shot by Dylan Cozens in the ninth that gave Philadelphia a 5-3 lead -- matched the improbability of 
Heyward's blast. 
 
"Just an unlikely set of events," Maddon said. 
 
Heyward was jokingly asked if the concussion did anything to help him, considering that his timing has 
been on the money since his return. 
 
"Things do seem a little more clear," Heyward said, laughing at the double meaning of his comment. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Jason Heyward's hero moment was just the kind of thing Cubs fans have been expecting to see from the 
$184 million man  
By Vinnie Duber 
 
For all that was made of the rain-delay speech during Game 7 of the World Series, Cubs fans might have 
a new favorite Jason Heyward moment. 
 
This one they saw with their own eyes. And boy did they hear it with their own ears — not necessarily 
the crack of the bat when Heyward launched, just absolutely hammered, a walk-off grand slam into the 
right-field bleachers to beat the Philadelphia Phillies on Wednesday night, but the roar of what 
remained of a 40,000-plus crowd, which went from zero to 100 in a snap. 
 
Heyward, rain-delay speech aside, hasn’t necessarily produced these kinds of moments during his Cubs 
career, which is now in its third season. While he’s turned in Gold Glove defense in right field, his 
offensive numbers have not lived up to the hype of his franchise-record contract. And that’s not news to 
anyone who’s followed this team for the past two and a half seasons. 
 
But getting a moment like Wednesday’s, that’s the kind of thing the Cubs envisioned Heyward doing 
when he joined up before the 2016 campaign. 
 
Joe Maddon thinks something like this — Heyward crushing a ball into the night and arriving at home 
plate to a group of joyous teammates — is the kind of thing that can bring more confidence to his calm, 
cool and collected right fielder. 
 
“He’s had, obviously, some pretty big moments for us. But right now, what he’s doing mechanically at 
the plate, I like as much as at any moment that I’ve seen him here with the Cub uniform on,” Maddon 



 
said. “He’s made some adjustments, I like them, I’ve been talking about them. They look good. But 
something like this hopefully really generates some confidence moving forward. He’s such a good 
baseball player, and he’s so solid with all the other guys. So hopefully this will really project.” 
 
Cubs fans might not have the best feelings toward Heyward, who fairly or unfairly carries with him 
expectations the size of that massive free-agent deal he got after a career year with the rival St. Louis 
Cardinals. Coming into Wednesday’s game, a .246/.317/.357 slash line and 20 homers in 312 (fun 
Chicago coincidence, no?) games in a Cubs uniform didn’t live up to the hype. 
 
But Heyward’s teammates think the world of him, which made Wednesday’s explosive walk-off winner 
all the more worth celebrating. 
 
“He’s a huge part of this team,” fellow outfielder Kyle Schwarber said. “He’s a guy who you can go up to 
and talk to, and he’s going to give you his honest opinion. For him to be out there in the field and do 
what he does out there in the outfield and what he’s doing at the plate, it’s phenomenal. Just a great 
human being, and we’re definitely happy to have him on our team for sure. 
 
“Special moments find special people, and that was one of them today." 
 
So far, Heyward’s 2018 season looks a lot like his 2017 season. Through his first 44 games of this 
campaign, he slashed .264/.331/.378, numbers that outside of that slugging percentage aren’t too far 
off from his career averages. And that includes a bit of a hot streak of late. Over a 10-game span, he 
slashed .385/.415/.487. Wednesday’s homer added to that. 
 
Heyward has yet to reach the kind of production fans hoped to see, but perhaps this is a turning point 
toward something more like that. 
 
“Things do seem a little more clear,” Heyward, who spent time on the disabled list with a concussion last 
month, said to laughs. “It’s cliche but I keep saying it: Just try to keep it simple, one at-bat, one pitch at a 
time, try to make adjustments on the fly. It’s much easier said than done. I got a pitch to hit there, and I 
didn’t miss it. Pitchers don’t make many mistakes often, and I just got one off a guy who’s really good, 
got good numbers, and didn’t miss it.” 
 
“Jason, last 10 days, has been hitting the ball consistently hard,” Maddon said. “And even when he 
doesn’t, he’s finding some holes with it, too. Playing his great defense. It’s a confidence thing for him, 
too. So hopefully that’s going to do something to really project his confidence in the right direction. My 
goodness, that was really well struck. … That ball came off the bat hot.” 
 
Heyward’s level-headed approach throughout this now two-and-a-half-year stretch of relative struggles 
has been admirable, and obviously he has remained a big part of the clubhouse throughout. Fans might 
one day remember Wednesday’s blast fondly because it was a glimpse of the Heyward that was 
promised. Or perhaps they’ll remember it as an unexpected surprise that delivered one heck of a 
comeback win. 
 
“Unlikely” was the buzzword of the night, really. Cubs relievers Brandon Morrow and Steve Cishek each 
coughed up multi-run homers after going 71 and 53 innings without yielding a long ball, respectively, the 
longest and third-longest such active streaks in the majors. Then came Heyward’s blast in the bottom of 
the ninth off Phillies reliever Adam Morgan, Heyward’s first extra-base hit off a left-handed pitcher this 
season and the first extra-base hit given up to a left-handed hitter by Morgan this season. 
 



 
“Home runs, all three of them, difficult matchups for the hitters,” Maddon said. “And all three, the 
hitters came through. Amazing. 
 
“Just an unlikely set of events. But we fought back, stayed with it, and hopefully that’s the kind of game 
that could push us a little bit.” 
 
Just another reason why this moment will be so memorable. 
 
For Heyward, Maddon, the Cubs and their fans, they’re hoping that there are more of these to come 
from the $184 million man. 
 
-- 
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