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Twins' bats explode for best night of '18 in win 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | August 17, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- The Twins' offense set a season high in runs scored by the sixth inning, thanks to a three-run first, a five-run second and a 
seven-run sixth in a 15-8 win over the Tigers on Thursday at Target Field. A few key offensive contributors kept up their recent hot streaks, 
including a red-hot Logan Forsythe, who collected a career-high five hits to help Minnesota surpass its previous high of 12 runs against the Blue 
Jays on July 25. 
 
The top of the lineup set the tone, as Joe Mauer, Forsythe, Jorge Polanco and Miguel Sano combined to go 11-for-17 with two homers, three 
doubles, nine RBIs and 10 runs scored. Forsythe had a career night, going 5-for-5 with two doubles and two RBIs to improve his average to .449 
(22-for-49) in 14 games with the Twins. 
 
"We had a lot of big offensive nights with Forsythe leading the way," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "I hope the guys are paying attention. 
Four hits to right and one up the middle. Lot of hits over there and then the big home runs from Polanco, [Ehire Adrianza] and Miggy." 
 
The Twins sent 12 batters to the plate to break the game open in the sixth after the Tigers had clawed back from an early six-run deficit to make it 
a one-run game. Adrianza hit a two-run homer, Sano walked with the bases loaded, Tyler Austin plated a run with a sacrifice fly and Mitch 
Garver ripped a two-run single. After an error prolonged the inning, Eddie Rosario brought home the inning's seventh run with an RBI single. 
 
In the second inning, Forsythe started the scoring with a two-run ground-rule double down the right-field line to plate Johnny Field and Adrianza, 
pushing Minnesota's lead to 5-2. Polanco, who hit a three-run home run in the first inning, followed with a sacrifice fly, scoring Mauer, and then 
Sano crushed a two-run opposite-field homer to cap the frame. 
 
"I'm getting more on top of the ball, and let the ball come to me and try to put it in play," Sano said. "So I don't try to do too much, and I try to be  
 
Forsythe has seen his bat heat up since he switched uniforms at the non-waiver Trade Deadline. Acquired from the Dodgers on July 31 in the 
trade for Brian Dozier, Forsythe has a hit in 12 of the 14 games he has played with Minnesota. During his brief tenure with the Twins, he has eight 
RBIs and has had a knack for finding timely hits. He was treated to a standing ovation after his fifth hit, with Jake Cave replacing him as a pinch-
runner. 
 
"Molitor taking me out after the fifth hit with a little applause. It was a cool moment," Forsythe said. "I don't think it's really set in. I think it will 
later tonight. But it was a good day." 
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Sano's clout was his third since rejoining the Twins in late July and second in the past three days. He's hitting .298/.377/.553 in August and has 
flashed his athleticism both at the plate and at third base since returning from a Minor League assignment that was designed for him to work on 
his conditioning and rediscover his swing. 
 
The Twins sent eight batters to the plate in the second and compiled an 8-2 lead to chase former Minnesota All-Star Francisco Liriano after 1 2/3 
innings. It helped make up for Twins starter Ervin Santana allowing seven runs over four innings in a no-decision. 
 
Santana was hurt by homers, giving up a two-run shot to Nicholas Castellanos in the first and back-to-back clouts in the fourth to Mikie Mahtook 
and James McCann. He left after loading the bases with nobody out in the fifth. Right-hander Trevor May walked in two but got out of the inning 
to limit the damage. He then threw a scoreless sixth inning. 
 
"I didn't have my good control the whole night, so I had to battle the whole game," Santana said. "I was missing my spots, and that's what 
happens. If you leave it up and in the middle, that's how it's going to be." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
May's first win since '16: Making his sixth appearance since missing last season because of Tommy John surgery, May threw two scoreless 
innings, although he allowed two inherited runners to score on the walks in the fifth. May picked up his first win since July 29, 2016, and lowered 
his ERA to 1.35 on the year. 
 
"Getting a win added next to my name, especially as a reliever, is I think less important than just wins in general," May said. "But it is nice to kind 
of play a meaningful role in maintaining a lead and allowing us to storm back there in the bottom of the sixth." 
 
SOUND SMART 
Santana and Liriano first faced each other on May 31, 2006, when Santana gave up three runs over seven innings with the Angels and Liriano 
threw six scoreless innings for the Twins in a win. 
 
"That was a long time ago," Santana said with a smile. "That year, he was nasty. Him and Johan [Santana] -- oh my God. That was a good 
combination. He was nasty." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"He's killing it. He's just on fire right now. He has to just leave it how it is. The good thing is he comes in here every day and works no matter 
what the situation is going to be." -- Santana, on Forsythe 
Aug. 16th, 2018 
 
MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
Minnesota's five-run second inning was aided by an overturned call, as Field was initially ruled out on a grounder to short for would've been the 
second out, but after a review, it was ruled that Tigers first baseman Jim Adduci's foot didn't remain on the bag. Field was safe as a result and later 
scored on Forsythe's double. If the out call stood, Sano wouldn't have come up in the inning to hit a two-run home run. 
 
UP NEXT 
Right-hander Kyle Gibson (6-9, 3.49 ERA) starts for the Twins in the second game of the four-game series against the Tigers on Friday at 7:10 
p.m. CT. Gibson was impressive last time out, limiting Detroit to one run over seven innings in a win. The Tigers will start lefty Matthew Boyd 
(7-10, 4.20).ded, and help innings get extended.” 
 
Mejia (wrist) diagnosed with nerve irritation 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | August 16, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- After a visit to the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn., Twins left-hander Adalberto Mejia was diagnosed with nerve irritation in 
his left wrist. There is no timetable for him to start rehabbing the injury, the club announced on Thursday. 
 
Mejia underwent an MRI on his left wrist on Monday and then further testing at the Mayo Clinic on Thursday because the issue is nerve-related 
and not ligament-related. The plan for him is to rest without a timetable for a return, which means there's a chance he doesn't return this season. 
 
Mejia felt the injury on the last pitch of his outing against the Indians on Aug. 7, when he threw five scoreless innings, allowing just one hit. He 
had the exact same line against Cleveland in the start before that and had been pitching well, with a 2.01 ERA in 22 1/3 innings this season. He 
hasn't given up a run in 14 consecutive innings, allowing just three hits over that span. 
 
With Mejia out, rookie right-hander Kohl Stewart currently is the club's No. 5 starter and will make his second career start against the Tigers on 
Saturday. 
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5 guys with game-changing skills in AL Central 
Scott Merkin | MLB.com | August 16, 2018 
 
Francisco Lindor, Jose Ramirez, Jose Berrios, Eddie Rosario, a healthy Miguel Cabrera and Jose Abreu are a few names that come to mind when 
talking about elite talent in the American League Central. 
 
But then there's those players who possess a game-changing singular talent within the division. 
 
Maybe it's an especially strong outfield arm, keeping runners on hold on the basepaths. Maybe it's that special speed burst to take an extra base, or 
maybe it's a wipeout slider to put pitchers away. 
 
Each one of them can make a significant difference in a game and quite possibly throughout an entire season. Here's a look at one of those special 
game-changing skills from each AL Central team. 
 
Twins: Eddie Rosario, hit tool 
Why it matters: Rosario has always had quick hands, which allows him to react and get to pitches most hitters can't handle. His batting average 
has been around .300 all season and he's developed more power over the past two years, while also becoming more patient at the plate. 
 
Rosario is the ultimate bad-ball hitter, so he's a difficult out for opposing pitchers. Rosario leads the Majors on base hits on pitches out of the zone 
by a large margin, and he is also ranked second in the Majors behind J.D. Martinez in homers on pitches out of the strike zone. He's become a 
force in the middle of the lineup and had a strong case to be an All-Star. 
 
Signature moment this season: Rosario hit three homers, including a walk-off blast, against the Indians on June 3 with his parents at the game at 
Target Field. The three home runs each came on a different type of pitch, and of course, all three were located out of the zone. 
 
Twins feast on Tigers pitchers in romp 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | August 17, 2018 
 
Two innings in, the Twins were on their way to a blowout. And their pitcher was about to get his first win of the season. 
 
Then Ervin Santana could not get through the fifth inning. 
 
“You feel good when you get up by a half dozen early,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “Before you know it, you blink and it’s a one-run 
game. You just got to keep playing. Sometimes the same energy you have when you get behind to stay with it you gotta keep that when you are 
ahead too, because you never know when a game is going to turn.” 
 
The Twins kept hitting. They got their blowout, setting a season high for runs in a 15-8 win over the Tigers. And a pitcher did get his first win of 
the season. Not Santana, but righthander Trevor May, who walked in two runs but did enough to win for first time since July 29, 2016. 
 
The 15 runs were the most the Twins have scored in a game since July 12, 2017, when they scored 16 against the Padres. 
 
In the middle of offensive surge, once again, was Logan Forsythe. Brian Dozier and his perfectly coifed hair might be in Hollywood, but Forsythe 
continues to put on a show with the Twins. On Thursday, he hit three singles and two doubles for the first five-hit game of this career. He’s hitting 
a ridiculous .449 since joining the Twins, and he helped power the machine that scored more runs against the Tigers in a single game than any 
opponent this season. 
 
“I hope the guys are paying attention,” Molitor said. “Four hits to right and one up the middle.” 
 
After his fifth hit of the night, a single to right in the seventh, Forsythe was replaced by a pinch runner and received a standing ovation by most of 
the 25,108 in attendance. Forsythe has raised his season batting average from .207 to .256 since joining the Twins. 
 
Also enjoying a big night was Joe Mauer, who was 2-for-4 with three runs scored; Jorge Polanco, who was 2-for-4 with a home run and four RBI; 
Miguel Sano, who was 2-for-4 with 3 RBI; and Ehire Adrianza, who belted a two-run home run. Every Twins starter reached base. 
 
The only Twin left disappointed by Thursday’s events was Santana, whose fifth start since his return from right middle finger surgery provided 
more questions. Santana gave up seven runs on seven hits and three walks. He gave up three home runs. Mikie Mahtook and James McCann each 
hit home runs on pitches that were up in the zone while catcher Mitch Garver was set up at the knees. 
 
“I felt good,” Santana said. “I didn’t have my good control the whole night so I had to battle the whole game.” 
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Santana has allowed nine home runs in five starts since his return from finger surgery. In less than a month, Santana is up to fifth among Twins 
pitchers in home runs allowed. His ERA rose to 8.03. 
 
That put May, returning from Tommy John surgery that cost him all of 2017, into the game. He pitched two innings, benefited from a seven-run 
sixth that put the Tiger away, and got the win. 
 
“Getting a win added next to my name, especially as a reliever, is I think less important than just wins in general,” May said. 
 
Twins moving their outfielders about — because chance exists 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune| August 17, 2018 
 
CLEVELAND – It was just a few days ago that Eddie Rosario was a left fielder and Max Kepler a right fielder. But, recently, the Twins have 
moved them to other outfield spots. 
 
Rosario has played in right field and Kepler in center during this homestand. Jake Cave, who has played mostly in center, has played in left field. 
Reserve Johnny Field also has played all three outfield spots in his career. 
 
So the Twins, in the coming weeks, plan to keep moving their outfielders around so they will be prepared for any situation. 
 
“We’ve got outfielders who can play all positions,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “We were settled for a while there with Jake in center and 
Kep and Rosie and we’re just giving them a chance to see the game from a different perspective.” 
 
Kepler on Thursday made his 30th start in center. He filled in there when Byron Buxton was injured and before Cave was called up from the 
minors. Rosario also has experience in center field and will likely get a couple of starts there as well. 
 
“I would anticipate that’s probably coming,” said Jeff Pickler, Twins coordinator of major league development. “Eddie probably gets off the ball 
as good as anyone on our team.” 
 
The position changes probably wouldn’t be as much of an option if Buxton were healthy and manning center. But since the opportunity presents 
itself — it doesn’t hurt to have options if Buxton fails to find his offense — the Twins are taking advantage. 
 
“We’ve seen how versatility has become way more valuable in the game,” Pickler said. “You look around at what other teams are doing, finding 
positional value in players.” 
 
Rooker walks, slugs 
 
Twins outfield prospect Brent Rooker is having an interesting season at Class AA Chattanooga. 
 
Rooker’s ticket to the majors is his power bat and, like many power hitters, his strikeout totals will be high. But his walk rate has changed 
dramatically. 
 
Rooker drew just two walks in 24 games in April, eight in 25 games in May and a total of 24 walks through 84 games. 
 
Since then, it’s like a switch has flipped for the 35th overall pick in 2017. Rooker has drawn 25 walks in his past 29 games, heading into play 
Thursday. 
 
“He has done a great job not missing pitches he should be doing damage on,” said Jeremy Zoll, Twins director of minor league operations. “In 
turn, this has led to opponents pitching him more carefully, and as he has gotten locked in, it’s easier for him to lay off of those pitches.” 
 
Rooker is batting .267 with 21 homers, 71 RBI, 55 extra-base hits, a .341 on base percentage and .497 slugging percentage. He’s ranked as the 
Twins’ No. 7 prospect by MLB Pipeline 
 
Mejia sidelined 
 
Lefthander Adalberto Mejia, following tests on Thursday at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, has been diagnosed with nerve irritation in his left arm. 
He has been shut down for the time being, and the chances of him pitching again this season are remote. 
 
Mejia was injured on Aug. 7 against Cleveland, a game the Twins won 3-2. He felt discomfort throwing his final pitch of the fifth inning. 
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All lefties for Tigers 
 
The Tigers on Friday will call up lefthander Ryan Carpenter to start against the Twins on Saturday. That means Detroit will start a lefty in every 
game of this four-game series. 
 
“I don’t know the last time a team had a four-game series and four lefties started,” Molitor said. “Against or for.” 
 
Consequently, Molitor plans to sit one of his lefthanded hitters — Cave, Joe Mauer, Kepler or Rosario — at least once this series. On Thursday, 
Rosario was out. 
 
Twins postgame: Twins sizzle at plate, but so did a few of Santana's pitches 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | August 17, 2018 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor said after the game that the plan is for righthander Ervin Santana to make his next scheduled start. He didn't stutter 
when he said it, either.  
 
Santana now has an 8.03 ERA and has given up nine home runs in five games since his return from finger surgery. 
 
Things were shaping up nicely for Santana to win his first game since Sept. 21 of last season - which came against the Tigers. He had settled 
down after a rocky first inning and the Twins got a three-run homer from Jorge Polanco in the bottom of the inning then scored five runs in the 
second. 
 
He had an 8-2 lead to work with. But Santana currently lacks lockdown stuff. He has to be crafty, and his control must be immaculate. If he can't 
do that, he can get into trouble. 
 
And trouble came a' knockin' during his second trip through the Tigers batting order. 
 
Victor Martinez led off the fourth with a double down the left field line that fooled the Twins' shift. While facing Mikie Mahtook, catcher Mitch 
Garver called for a pitch near the knees. Instead, Santana's 88 miles per hour fastball was up in the strike zone, and Mahtook crushed the pitch out 
to left for a two-run home run to cut the Twins lead to 8-4. 
J 
James McCann dug in, and Garver, again, set up for a pitch at the knees. Santana threw a 90 mph fastball that was in the middle of the zone, and 
McCann clobbered it to right for a solo homer to make it 8-5. 
 
Santana got out of the inning and was three outs away from qualifying for a win. 
 
Jim Adduci led off the fifth with a sharp single to center. That brought up Nick Castellanos, who had clubbed a two-run home run in the first 
inning. Castellanos squared up another Santana pitch, blasting a double to center that put runners on second and third. Santana then fell behind 
Niko Goodrum 3-0 before walking him to load the bases. 
 
Molitor had no choice. He had to go get Santana, replacing him with Trevor May. May walked into two runs as Detroit crept within 8-7. 
 
"Ervin, we talked about him needing to be fairly precise with how he's pitching right now," Molitor said. "You saw the balls that were hit. You 
watch the replays and they're not going to the glove. And you have to pay the price for that. I'm sure it is frustrating to have a lead and not be able 
to go five." 
 
Santana said he battled his control all night. And he must on point right now for him to have a chance. 
 
"It's frustrating," Santana said, "Because as a pitcher you want to be able to put up zeros no matter the score. I'm just going to get them next time." 
 
INTERESTING EXCHANGE 
 
Castellanos clubbed a two-run home run in the first inning. He came to the plate in the third inning, and Santana's first pitch was well above the 
strike zone. It was head high but about the middle of the plate. Still, it forced Castellanos bend back. He then stared out toward Santana for a few 
seconds.  
 
Tigers manager Ron Gardenhire started to bark out toward home plate, enough that home plate umpire Manny Gonzalez had to take off his mask 
and talk to Gardenhire while flashing the "Stop" sign with his left hand. Castellanos ended up walking. Santana was struggling with his control on 
Thursday, and he's never been known to go after a hitter. But the pitch it got Castellanos attention, Gardy is always going to back his players up. 
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The game continued without incident. So it's unlikely there will be any carryover. 
 
FORSYTHE GETS STANDING "O" 
 
After Loigan Forsythe got his career-high fifth hit of the night on Thursday, Molitor sent Jake Cave out to pinch run for him. Forsythe had no idea 
what was happening until Cave showed up at first. 
 
And he did not expect the fans to give him a standing ovation as he left the field. 
 
"It's up there," Forsythe said of his memorable night. "This is the first I've gotten five hits. It was fun.  
 
"And then Mollie taking me out after the fifth hit with a little applause, it was a cool moment. But yeah man, it's up there. I don't think it's really 
set in, I think it will later tonight. But it was a good day." 
 
Thursday's Twins-Detroit game recap 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | August 17, 2018 
 
GAME RECAP 
 
IMPACT PLAYER 
 
Logan Forsythe, Twins 
 
The new guy went 5-for-5 with two doubles and two RBI. 
 
BY THE NUMBERS 
 
7 Hits for the Twins in the sixth, tying a season high. 
 
9 Home runs allowed by Ervin Santana in five starts. 
 
ON DECK 
 
Matthew Boyd will try to beat the Twins for the second time in a week. 
 
Twins greet old friend Francisco Liriano rudely in 15-8 victory over Tigers 
John Shipley | Pioneer Press | August 16, 2018 
 
Jorge Polanco, Miguel Sano and Ehire Adrianza each hit two-run home runs, and the Twins sent 12 batters to the plate in an eight-run sixth inning 
as Minnesota beat the Detroit Tigers, 15-8, on Thursday at Target Field. 
 
Trevor May, who walked in two runs in relief of starter Ervin Santana, earned the victory. It was that kind of night. 
 
Minnesota led 8-2 after two innings, but the Tigers clawed within 8-7 on the strength of home runs by Nicholas Castellanos, Mike Mahtook and 
James McCann. 
 
“You feel good when you get up by half a dozen early, and before you know it, you blink and it’s a one-run game,” Twins manager Paul Molitor 
said. “So, you’ve got to keep playing. I think the same energy you get when you’re behind — when you say, ‘Stay at it’ — you’ve got to have 
when you’re ahead, too, because you never know how a game’s going to turn.” 
 
Trevor May minimized a bases-loaded, no-outs jam in the fifth inning while relieving starter Ervin Santana, then pitched a scoreless sixth to earn 
his first major league win since July 29, 2016. The right-hander returned to the big-league club on July 31 after a long rehab from Tommy John 
surgery. 
 
May (1-0) walked in two runs, but struck out two in the fifth to keep the Twins ahead by a run. In their next half inning, the Twins sent 12 batters 
to the plate to take a 15-7 lead. 
 
“(May) lost a couple with the walks, but he still got some big outs there and I know he was a little bit tired, but went back out and put up a big 
zero when it was 8-7,” Molitor said. “I thought that sixth inning when we held them down … I thought that was good turning point for us.” 
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Minnesota improved to 17-4 at home since June 24. 
 
“It’s good to get the win for the team,” May said. “To come out on top with more runs than them is definitely better than the alternative.” 
 
Second baseman Logan Forsythe, who entered the game hitting .386 since joining the Twins in a July 31 trade, was 5 for 5 with two doubles and 
two RBIs before being lifted for a pinch-runner in the seventh inning. The five hits were a career high, and his batting average in Minnesota is 
now .449. 
 
“He’s come over here and just been on fire,” Molitor said. “It couldn’t have come at a better time for us.” 
 
Niko Goodrum also homered for the Tigers, whose starter, former Twins ace Francisco Liriano, left after 1.2 innings down 8-2. Seven Twins 
drove in runs, led by Polanco (four) and Sano (three). 
 
Sano hit a two-run homer in the second inning, then drove in a run with a bases-loaded walk in the big sixth inning. 
 
“I didn’t try to hit a grand slam, but at 3-0 I was looking for something good to try. It’s a different game at 3-0,” Sano said. “But I tried to have a 
quality at-bat and I’ve got my mind positive all the time when I’ve got an at-bat.” 
 
Sano went 2 for 4 with a walk. His past two home runs have been opposite-field shots to right field, a good sign for the 2017 all-star who spent 
nearly two months on a rehab assignment this season. 
 
“I’m getting more on top of the ball, and let the ball come to me, and try to put it in play,” Sano said. “So, I don’t try to do too much and I try to 
be patient and relax and clear my mind.” 
 
Santana was shaky in his fifth start since returning from offseason hand surgery. The veteran right-hander surrendered three homers, two-run 
shots to Nicholas Castellanos and Mikie Mahtook, and a solo shot to James McCann. 
 
Mahtook and McCann hit back-to-back homers in the fourth, the Tigers’ first consecutive homers of the season. Mahtook’s was his first of the 
year. That cut the Twins’ lead to 8-5. 
 
Santana was pulled after loading the bases with none out in the fifth; Trevor May then walked in two runners to make it 8-7. 
 
Don’t ask Twins’ Joe Mauer what he’s doing next season 
John Shipley | Pioneer Press | August 16, 2018 
 
Joe Mauer will not crack. 
 
Finishing his 15th major league season and without a contract next season, Mauer has resisted answering questions about his future since spring 
training. 
 
With the season winding down and the Twins in rebuilding mode, he still refuses to budge. 
 
“I’m looking forward to going out and competing tonight,” he said Thursday before the opener of a four-game series against the Detroit Tigers at 
Target Field. 
 
Playing in the final season of an eight-year deal that paid him $23 million annually, Mauer, who will turn 36 next April, has been the Twins’ 
starting catcher or first baseman since his first full major league season in 2005. 
 
Mauer has been on three division-winning teams and been to the postseason four times, mostly recently when the Twins earned the second 
American League wild-card spot last season. But he’s never been on the winning end of a playoff series, and this year’s team was gutted for 
prospects at the non-waiver trade deadline after an underwhelming first half. 
 
He also suffered a concussion while trying to field a foul ball this season, another of several going all the way back to his days as a three-sport 
athlete at Cretin-Derham Hall — which raises the specter of retirement for the father of twin girls whose wife is expecting a third child. 
 
“There are a lot of factors, and I just haven’t gotten to that point yet,” he said. 
 
Asked if his prospects of playing in a World Series cross his mind, he said, “Well, yeah, obviously I’m human. You think about that stuff.” 
 
“But,” he added, “I’ve always been a very routine-oriented guy. I look at the next task, complete that and go from there. So, I really haven’t sat 
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down and done all the thinking that should go into that decision.” 
 
REVOLVING OUTFIELD 
 
With Byron Buxton, arguably the best defensive center fielder in baseball, rehabbing at Triple-A Rochester, the Twins are tinkering with their 
outfield. 
 
For the second straight game, regular right-fielder Max Kepler was in center. Ehire Adrianza, primarily an infielder, was in left, and Johnny Field 
was starting in right — where regular left fielder Eddie Rosario played Wednesday. 
 
Expect some flux over the last six weeks of the season. 
 
“We’re just giving them a chance to see the game from a different perspective, so I don’t think it is going to change ton,” manager Paul Molitor 
said. 
 
Robbie Grossman, who started a rehab series (hamstring) with the Red Wings in Toledo Thursday night, also has played the corner spots. He will 
be re-evaluated on Sunday. 
 
Buxton was in Rochester’s lineup for the second straight day since being activated from the disabled list (left wrist strain) but the Twins aren’t 
rushing him back. 
 
“It’s going to be an evaluation in two- and three-day doses to see where he is at,” Molitor said. “We have a little time to see where he is at. 
Getting him healthy and getting him back in there is priority one.” 
 
BRIEFLY 
 
Left-hander Adalberto Mejia was diagnosed with nerve irritation in his throwing arm after undergoing additional tests Thursday at Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester. He has been scheduled to rest, and there is no timetable for him to start rehabbing. … Right-hander Trevor Hildenberger, who has 
closed the Twins past three victories, has chosen the White Stripes’ “Seven-Nation Army” as his first official closer song. … Twins players were 
wearing Eddie Rosario T-shirts inspired by video game Super Mario Bros. that read “Super Rosario.” They were made by Minnesota company 
SotaStick. 
 
Should the Twins have tried to trade for Chris Archer? 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | August 16, 2018 
 
Chris Archer is a good and relatively young pitcher working on a team-friendly contract. Should the Minnesota Twins have tried to get him in a 
trade? 
 
Archer, 29, now pitches for the Pittsburgh Pirates, after his previous employer traded him for 3 good young prospects. This spring, the Twins 
were rumored to be interested in Archer’s services and the only trade piece being written about over and over again on rumor mill websites was 
outfielder Max Kepler. 
 
Given the return Tampa Bay got in the real deal, it’s pretty clear it would have taken more than Kepler to get it done. 
 
The Pirates traded pitcher Tyler Glasnow and outfielder Austin Meadows plus a player to be named later. Reports surfaced Tuesday that the later-
named player is actually a prospect you might have heard of: pitcher Shane Baz. The 19-year-old was Pittsburgh’s first-round pick in 2017 (No. 
12 overall), and completes an impressive trade package for the former Rays ace. 
 
So, to answer this question we’d have to find a Twins’ equivalent trade package. More on that in a moment. 
 
In his career, Archer has a 3.70 ERA and 25.7% strikeout rate in more than 1,000 innings spread across 7 seasons. He likely wont get there this 
year, but for those into the 200-inning threshold for starting pitchers, Archer’s checked that box in each of the past 3 seasons. 
 
He’s athletic and beneath-the-surface numbers have practically always shown that Archer has pitched better than his results. Maybe that’s a folly 
in the numbers or maybe he’s destined for a gambler’s run of great luck. In any case, Archer is one of those pitchers that would look good at the 
top of a lot of rotations. And if you’re one of the teams that would be lucky enough to have him slotted in at No. 2, then more power to you. 
 
Can you imagine a 2019 starting rotation led by Archer and J.O. Berrios? The Twins would appear to be well-positioned on the mound, even if 
they didn’t ink a Clayton Kershaw in free agency. Here’s what the contract will pay him the rest of the way: 
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2019: $7.5 million 
2020: $9 million (club option) 
2021: $11 million (club option) 
 
There ought to be surplus value in that deal for the team that’s paying the salary, and that’s especially handy for a contending club in need of 
pitching. 
 
And that cuts at an important part of this question. What’s your window to win? 
 
For the Twins, I believe that window is still open for 2019. Miguel Sano has rescued his career, according to the early signs since his return from 
Single-A baseball in southwest Florida. And though Byron Buxton’s season has been mostly lost due to injury, he’s back playing Triple-A 
baseball as of Tuesday and again has a hope of returning to the Majors. If those two guys are star players, it smooths over a lot of real or perceived 
problems with the rest of the 25-man roster. (The Indians still look to me like they’ll be a good team and the Wild Card race will probably be 
tough sledding in the American League for a while, but the point remains that the Twins should be more competitive next year than they are right 
now.) 
 
A 30-year-old Archer would fit that “window” of contention, if you like the phrase. 
 
That brings us to our final point. 
 
At what cost? 
 
Pitcher Tyler Glasnow  
Outfielder Austin Meadows 
Pitcher Shane Baz (19) 
 
What’s the Twins’ prospect equivalent? I don’t have the depth of knowledge to come up with an exact equivalent in terms of future value. Some 
front offices might disagree on the relative worth of prospect X. Pretty much every front office also would own up to the fact that the best they 
can do is make an educated guess about a player’s future. So let’s just look at general terms to wrap this up. 
 
For 3 1/3 years of the right to pay Chris Archer, the Rays got back: a pitcher who has reached the big leagues but remains young and well 
regarded; a young outfielder with star potential who is yet unproven; and a recent first-round draft pick who looks to like me like a pitcher with 
upside and volatility. Now, take out the names and just look at the descriptions. 
 
Someone with a much deeper knowledge of this stuff would have to correct me here. But I look at that and I think it’s loosely comparable to a 
package of: 
 
Fernando Romero 
Max Kepler 
Brusdar Graterol 
 
Maybe that deal will work out for Pittsburgh (next year or beyond), but if that trade package that I outlined is even sort of close to what it would 
have taken to pry Archer from the Rays, I can’t say that I blame the Twins for sitting out of that action. 
 
Forsythe leads Twins to 15-8 win over Tigers 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | August 17, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — All that Logan Forsythe has done since arriving in Minnesota is get hits. 
 
The veteran infielder joined the Twins at the beginning of August in a trade that sent popular second baseman Brian Dozier to the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. Thursday night was Forsythe’s 14th game in a Minnesota uniform, and arguably his best. 
 
Forsythe had a career-high five hits and Jorge Polanco drove in four runs as the Twins outslugged the Detroit Tigers for a 15-8 victory. 
 
“Forsythe has come over here and has gotten on fire,” manager Paul Molitor said. “It’s given us a big lift.” 
 
The teams combined for seven homers, with Polanco’s three-run shot accounting for one of three by the Twins. Miguel Sano and Ehire Adrianza 
also went deep for Minnesota, which broke the game open with a seven-run sixth inning. 
 
Forsythe raised his batting average with the Twins to .449 (22 for 49). He was lifted for a pinch-runner in the seventh and received a nice ovation 
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from the Target Field crowd. 
 
“I just felt like I’ve been in a good place and I just try to stay consistent with that approach, and the work, and it just came out tonight,” said 
Forsythe, who had two doubles. “A little luck’s involved when you get five in one night.” 
 
Minnesota chased Tigers lefty Francisco Liriano (3-8) in the second. A two-run, opposite-field homer by Sano ended Liriano’s night after he 
allowed eight runs, four earned. 
 
“Frankie obviously didn’t have his stuff and they whacked him around pretty good,” Detroit manager Ron Gardenhire said. “We got back in the 
ballgame pretty nicely and then they had another big inning.” 
 
Twins starter Ervin Santana wasn’t particularly sharp, either, in his fifth start after missing most of the year rehabbing a finger injury. Santana was 
pulled in the fifth after loading the bases with nobody out. He gave up seven runs and seven hits. 
 
Mikie Mahtook and James McCann hit consecutive homers off Santana in the fourth to trim Minnesota’s lead to 8-5. It was the first time all 
season the Tigers connected for back-to-back shots. 
 
“It was one of those games where you need to keep fighting through it and put together some good at-bats,” Mahtook said. “Unfortunately, some 
of their balls found holes and they scored more runs than we did.” 
 
Polanco’s first-inning homer put the Twins up 3-2 after Nicholas Castellanos‘ two-run homer in the top of the inning gave Detroit an early lead. 
 
The Tigers threatened in the fifth, and Trevor May walked in a pair of runs in relief of Santana to make it an 8-7 game. 
 
May (1-0) was credited with the win, his first since July 29, 2016, after missing last year due to elbow surgery. He threw two scoreless innings 
after walking in runs charged to Santana. 
 
“Getting a win added next to my name, especially as a reliever, is I think less important than just wins in general,” May said. 
 
GARDENHIRE WEIGHS IN 
 
One day after Marlins right-hander Jose Urena hit streaking Braves rookie Ronald Acuna with his first pitch of the game, the play was a common 
topic in MLB clubhouses. Urena was handed a six-game suspension. 
 
Gardenhire offered his opinion on the subject when asked about it before Thursday’s series opener in Minnesota. 
 
“I would be mad enough if I were the manager, I might start him tomorrow and lead him off just so they can smoke him and knock him out just 
because he did something so stupid, throw at a kid like that just because he’s hit home runs,” Gardenhire said. 
 
TRAINER’S ROOM 
 
Tigers: SS Jose Iglesias was out of the lineup and will miss “a couple days,” according to Gardenhire. Iglesias injured his right thumb during 
Tuesday’s game against the White Sox. 
 
Twins: LHP Adalberto Mejia underwent a series of tests on his left wrist at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester and was diagnosed with nerve irritation. 
The team said there is no timetable for Mejia to begin rehabbing. He was injured Aug. 7 against Cleveland. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Tigers: LHP Matthew Boyd (7-10, 4.20 ERA) takes the mound looking to build off his last start, a six-inning, two-hit effort against the Twins five 
days ago in Detroit. 
 
Twins: RHP Kyle Gibson (6-9, 3.49) got the win against the Tigers his last time out, allowing just one run over seven innings. 
 
Preview: Twins vs. Tigers 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | August 17, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — Joe Mauer will be in the Minnesota Twins‘ lineup Friday night and he’ll probably be in there the rest of the weekend, too, as 
the Twins continue a four-game series with the Tigers at Target Field. 
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And barring injury, he’ll be suiting up on a regular basis over the last six weeks of the Twins’ disappointing 2018 season. But after that? 
 
Well, that’s anybody’s guess at this point because Mauer, in the final year of an eight-year contract, isn’t talking about his future. 
 
“I’m looking forward to going out and competing tonight,” he told the St. Paul Pioneer Press Thursday before the series opener. 
 
Mauer is batting .269 with three home runs and 34 RBIs in 88 games this season, his 15th as a big leaguer — all of which have been spent with 
the Twins. The St. Paul native has made the playoffs four times in his career, but has never won a series, and admitted that the thought of someday 
playing in a World Series before his career is up pops into his head. 
 
“Well, yeah, obviously I’m human. You think about that stuff,” Mauer said. 
 
That won’t be happening this season. 
 
The Twins’ high hopes of building of a surprise run to the wild-card game a year ago were dashed early in the season. Now, with time running out 
on a lost season, manager Paul Molitor has been using the remaining games to experiment a bit with the talent he’ll have moving forward — 
especially in the outfield. 
 
Right fielder Max Kepler has seen time in center, with center fielder Jake Cave moving to left and left fielder Eddie Rosario spending time in 
right while reserve outfielder Johnny Field has gotten action at all three spots. 
 
Molitor said the moves aren’t just for the sake of making moves. He wants his players to be prepared for situations that may come up in the future, 
such as when Byron Buxton landed on the disabled list earlier this season. 
 
Buxton came off the minor league disabled list and returned to action with Triple-A Rochester earlier this week but is still a ways from returning 
to big league action, leaving Molitor to consider options. 
 
“We’ve got outfielders who can play all positions,” Molitor said. “We were settled for a while there with Jake in center and Kep and Rosie and 
we’re just giving them a chance to see the game from a different perspective.” 
 
The Twins opened the series on a high note, trouncing Detroit 15-8 behind five hits from Logan Forsythe and a seven-run sixth inning. 
 
Based on the way he’s been pitching the last few weeks, Kyle Gibson (6-9. 3.49 ERA) won’t need that amount of support when he takes the 
mound Friday for the second game of the series. The right-hander held Detroit to a run over seven innings his last time out — a 4-2 victory in 
Detroit on Sunday — and has a 3.51 ERA over his last eight starts (4-3). 
 
Gibson is 7-8 with a 5.22 ERA in 18 career starts versus the Tigers. 
 
Detroit starter Matthew Boyd (7-10, 4.20) is facing the Twins for his second straight start. He also pitched well in his last outing, holding 
Minnesota to a run on two hits over six innings. Boyd has won three of his last four starts and has a 2.37 ERA since the All-Star break. He is 6-3 
with a 3.79 ERA in 14 starts versus the Twins. 
 
Miguel Sanó, Jorge Polanco provide a taste of what Twins have been missing 
Dan Hayes | The Athletic | August 17, 2018 
 
It’s more evident with each passing day how much the absences of Miguel Sanó and Jorge Polanco hurt the Twins in the first half. Each homered 
off Francisco Liriano in a 15-8 Twins victory over the Detroit Tigers at Target Field on Thursday night. 
 
While the 2018 postseason is decidedly no longer within reach, how each man performs over the final 25 percent of the season is likely to have a 
huge impact on the Twins’ plans for 2019. If everything continues to go as it has, the Twins should feel pretty good about their chances next year. 
Sanó homered in a second straight contest and reached base three times while Polanco — who finished with two hits and four RBIs — has put 
together an impressive body of work at the plate since returning in early July. 
 
“They’re key parts of this team, obviously this year, but for years to come,” pitcher Jake Odorizzi said earlier in the week. “You can build a team 
around a good left side of the infield, and we have two really good ones. And you saw Sano’s power — it’s pretty unmatched. His arm at third is 
pretty unmatched as well. Put that together in one player, it’s pretty special. He’s going to be a big part of this team’s success.” 
 
Sanó’s successful return from the minor leagues is without question one of the biggest developments of the 2018 campaign. The All-Star third 
baseman has the ability to put the Twins on his back as he periodically did in the first half of 2017. But the Sanó who arrived in Fort Myers, Fla., 
this spring after he was sidelined three months following ankle surgery last November wasn’t the same one who belted 28 home runs in three 
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quarters of the 2017 season. Sanó made less contact, wasn’t hitting for much power, wasn’t particularly good at identifying off-speed pitches and 
wasn’t as mobile. 
 
The Twins decided that drastic measures were necessary when they sent Sanó to the minors on June 14 for a holistic makeover. They wanted him 
to get stronger, healthier and possibly lose weight in the process. There was also an offensive component and getting his swing back in order. 
 
The results have been sterling and exactly what the Twins hoped for when they sent Sanó back to Fort Myers for a six-week session. Minus his 
first two games back, Sanó entered Thursday hitting .306/.393/.531 with five doubles, two home runs and a strikeout-rate of 30.4 percent, down 
nearly 10 percent from earlier in the season and five percent compared with his career mark. His homer on Tuesday — a monster that clanked off 
the facing of the second deck in right field — was Sanó’s first at Target Field since May 31. Sanó also has shown better range and energy in the 
field, including an extremely athletic move Wednesday when he ran down a foul ball and leapt over the railing and into the visiting dugout to 
avoid potential injury. 
 
He followed with another opposite-field blast on Thursday off Liriano, his third homer in 24 plate appearances. Perhaps even more impressive, 
however, was the bases-loaded walk Sanó drew in the sixth inning. Sanó waited patiently as Alex Wilson missed with three straight sliders and 
walked on four pitches to increase the Twins’ lead to 11-7. 
 
“I didn’t try to hit a grand slam, but at 3-0 I was looking for something good to try,” Sanó said. “It’s a different game at 3-0. But I tried to have a 
quality at-bat and I’ve got my mind positive all the time when I’ve got an at-bat.” 
 
“I’m getting more on top of the ball, and let the ball come to me, and try to put it in play. So, I don’t try to do too much and I try to be patient and 
relax and clear my mind.” 
 
Just as impressive has been the play of Polanco, who has given the Twins another much-needed steady approach to throw in the lineup. Polanco 
was so good for the 2017 Twins that he hit third in the lineup repeatedly down the stretch as the club battled its way into a surprising wild-card 
berth. Polanco produced an .870 OPS in the second half, blasting 10 homers in 257 plate appearances. 
 
Though they knew it would hit them hard, the Twins believed in March they were insulated enough to survive the punishment when Polanco was 
suspended 80 games for performance-enhancing drugs. The addition of Logan Morrison to a lineup that produced the third-most runs scored in 
the American League last season would help the Twins overcome the loss of Polanco’s patient approach. 
 
While Eduardo Escobar and Ehire Adrianza more than kept the Twins afloat, the team didn’t have enough offense to overcome the early struggles 
of Morrison and others as well as injuries to Sanó, Byron Buxton and Jason Castro. 
 
Since Polanco returned on July 2, the Twins’ offense has picked up. Before Thursday’s outburst, the Twins were averaging 4.6 runs per contest in 
the 39 games since Polanco returned, up from 4.2 per before it. 
 
Though the power has only begun to return, Polanco has picked up where he left off at the end of 2017. He carried a .285/.352/.396 slash line in 
159 plate appearances into Thursday’s contest. 
 
Those figures immediately increased when Polanco shredded the first pitch he saw from Liriano — a 90.5-mph fastball on the inner half — for a 
three-run, go-ahead homer in the first. Polanco’s shot was a 107.7-mph liner that he managed to keep fair and put the Twins ahead. In his next at-
bat, Polanco ripped a line-drive sac fly to left to give the Twins a 6-2 lead in the second inning. Polanco also singled and scored during the Twins’ 
seven-run, sixth-inning rally. 
 
  “Polanco understands his role is to have good at bats and get hits,” manager Paul Molitor said. “He’s done well with runners in scoring position. 
He keeps the line moving. But everyone likes to contribute power every now and then and to see one from the right side today was really nice. 
And for Miggy, the last two homers both to right field. That was something we didn’t see much of earlier in the year. It shows he’s staying on the 
ball a little better.” 
 
Forsythe stays hot with career-best five hits 
The move would have happened no matter what. Molitor intended to swap Jake Cave into the game for Forsythe with a large lead in the seventh 
inning. But because the swap happened after Forsythe singled, his fifth hit of the night, the newly acquired second baseman received a standing 
ovation from the Target Field crowd. 
 
“I was going to put Cave in regardless and make the switch and put (Adrianza) back in the infield. We’re always pulling for a guy to have a good 
night, if you’re going to take him out, to do it after a hit. It was a nice moment. It’s not big in the big scheme of things but it is nice to be 
recognized in that regard.” 
 
Following Wednesday’s three-RBI day, Forsythe opened Thursday’s contest with a single before doubling in two runs in the second inning. He 
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doubled again in the fourth inning and singled in the sixth and seventh. Molitor was impressed that four of the hits were to right field and the other 
was up the middle. 
 
Forsythe scored three runs and is now hitting .449/.500/.531 since the Twins acquired him on July 31 in a trade that sent Brian Dozier to the Los 
Angeles Dodgers. 
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