
 

SF Giants Press Clips 

Friday, August 17, 2018 

 
 
 
 
San Francisco Chronicle 
Whatever happened to the Giants’ Joe Panik? 
Henry Schulman 
 
Here is a pretty good rule of thumb on fame: You don’t want to hear your name end a sentence 
that begins, “Whatever happened to … ?” 
 
As in, whatever happened to Joe Panik, the Giants’ everyday second baseman, the Opening Day 
leadoff hitter who homered off Clayton Kershaw and Kenley Jansen in the first two games of 
the season at Dodger Stadium for consecutive 1-0 wins? 
 
At the same venue this week, Panik rode the bench aside from one strikeout as a pinch-hitter. 
In fairness, he would have had a second at-bat had Austin Slater not been thrown out at home 
to end the ninth inning Tuesday night. 
 
Through the course of a season, playing time waxes and wanes, but usually for backups or 
fringe starters. Panik’s disappearance during the Dodgers series reflected a rarity for the Giants, 
the marginalization of a 27-year-old mainstay. Or, as manager Bruce Bochy calls them, “our 
guys.” 
 
In a season that devolved through a hitting decline and injuries to his thumb and groin that cost 
him 48 games, Panik has become a platoon player, sharing second base with right-handed-
hitting Chase d’Arnaud and switch-hitter Alen Hanson. 
 
It was Panik’s bad fortune that the Dodgers threw three left-handed starters at the Giants, 
leaving him sidelined for a critical series at a ballpark where he twice delivered in March. 
 
When Panik returned from his groin injury July 30, Bochy was straight with him and about his 



role. 
 
Panik, true to his nature, accepted Bochy’s decision with grace and understanding. 
 
“Listen,” Panik said before Wednesday’s game, “this time of year, for all 25 guys here, it’s about 
winning ballgames. This is when you check your ego at the door. Whenever my name is called, 
it’s my job, whether I’m starting or I’m double-switching, pinch-hitting, whatever, to do 
whatever I can to help the team. 
 
“Every game matters now, every run, every out. Everything is under the microscope. When we 
had that talk, I told (Bochy), ‘I know where we’re at in the season. When my name’s called, I’ll 
be ready.’” 
 
Panik’s perspective comes from watching how differently Bochy manages later in contending 
seasons, particularly 2014, when Panik earned a World Series ring as a rookie. 
 
“Boch has been through this many times now, so he knows what it takes to push the right 
buttons at the right time to win games,” said Panik, who confessed he peeks at the opponents’ 
probable starters more these days, given that he probably will start only against right-handers. 
 
A weekend series in Cincinnati that begins Friday night brings Panik good news. The Giants will 
face three righties in Anthony DeSclafani, Matt Harvey and Luis Castillo, a former Giants 
farmhand. 
 
The Giants then play four against the Mets in New York, not far from Panik’s hometown. 
 
“I can’t sit a New Yorker in New York,” Bochy said, mostly tongue in cheek. “We’re going to see 
plenty of right-handers, so he’s going to get plenty of at-bats.” 
 
Panik has had just 29 since his return, with six hits. He fell into his first-ever platoon because of 
a puzzling decline in hitting lefties. Over his first four big-league seasons, he actually fared 
better against lefties (.287) than righties (.281). 
 
In 80 at-bats against left-handers this season, Panik has a slash line of .162/.228/.238 (batting 
average/on-base percentage/slugging percentage) with two of his four homers, against 
Kershaw and the Mariners’ Marco Gonzales, five days apart early in the season. 
 
As Panik tries to rebound, he must work on dual tracks with hitting coaches Alonzo Powell and 
Rick Schu. One is making the mechanical and approach adjustments needed to hit lefties again. 
The other is learning how to prepare to pinch-hit, a new world for him. 
 
Panik said he learned a lot talking to and watching former Giants infielder Conor Gillaspie, 
particularly the work he would do in-game to prepare for that one at-bat. Panik, who thrived as 
an everyday player as a patient hitter, has to become more aggressive as a pinch-hitter who 



might get just one drivable pitch. 
 
Bochy has said Panik could reclaim his everyday job if he gets hot, which would help his cause 
before executive vice president Brian Sabean and general manager Bobby Evans decide his 
future. 
 
With his salary expected to rise toward $5 million in arbitration this winter, Panik again faces an 
uncertain winter. The Giants have the flexibility to trade him if they think they could upgrade 
the offense and power at his position while saving money. If the Giants can’t trade Panik 
because of his down year, and still decide they would be better off with a different second 
baseman in 2019, they could non-tender him and make him a free agent — the most dire and 
least likely option. 
 
Or, they could act as they typically do with their World Series standbys and give Panik a chance 
to reclaim his spot as one of “our guys.” 
 
“I do understand the business side of it,” Panik said. At the same time, “I haven’t even thought 
that far, and you really can’t, honestly. If you’re thinking that far ahead, you’re not going to be 
able to take care of business today.” 
 
His business over the final 40 games will take place in the batting cages, as he tries to become 
“Joe Panik” again. 
 
“I’m out there every day working, grinding,” he said. “I’m going to do my damnedest to play the 
way I know how to.” 
 
San Francisco Chronicle 
Giants’ Dereck Rodriguez hurt in skirmish; Yasiel Puig suspended 
Henry Schulman 
 
The skirmish in Dodger Stadium on Tuesday night will not cost catcher Nick Hundley any games, 
but the Giants will pay a higher price. 
 
The club announced Thursday that Rookie of the Year candidate Dereck Rodriguez sustained a 
Grade 1 strain of his right hamstring during the altercation and was placed on the 10-day 
disabled list. 
 
Casey Kelly will start in Rodriguez’s place in Friday night’s series opener at Cincinnati. A 
corresponding roster move will be announced before the game. 
 
Rodriguez has been among the Giants’ best stories this season. Signed as a minor-league free 
agent over the winter, the 26-year-old has compiled a 6-1 record and 2.25 ERA in 14 games, 
including 12 starts. 
 



It was not immediately known how long he will be out. Grade 1 is the mildest strain. 
 
Rodriguez was among the first on the field when benches cleared as Hundley sparred with 
Dodgers right fielder Yasiel Puig during the seventh inning of the Giants’ 2-1 victory. 
 
Earlier Thursday, the commissioner’s office suspended Puig two games and fined him for his 
role in in the skirmish. 
 
Hundley was fined but not suspended. The amounts were not disclosed. 
 
Puig’s suspension begins Friday in Seattle unless he appeals. 
 
Both players were ejected after a jawing match that Hundley started turned into a shoving 
match, which Puig started with two jabs at Hundley near the plate. 
 
As the benches emptied, Hundley was restrained by L.A. coach George Lombard. With 
Hundley’s hands tied, Puig took one more slap at the catcher’s mask. 
 
The argument began when Hundley hollered at Puig for stepping out of the box and reacting 
angrily to fouling a Tony Watson pitch that Puig thought he should have driven. 
 
The Giants argued for a Puig suspension and believed Hundley should avoid one because he did 
not lift a hand toward Puig other than a defensive swipe. Baseball disciplinarian Joe Torre 
agreed. 
 
Though the league frowns upon any sparring, it generally does not suspend players for shouting 
at one another. When it gets physical, the level of punishment rises. Thus, Puig was suspended 
and Hundley was not. 
 
MLB.com  
Giants' rotation losing Rodriguez to DL 
Do-Hyoung Park 
 
Though the Giants have dealt with injuries and turbulence in their starting rotation throughout 
the season, Dereck Rodriguez has given San Francisco stability and excellence since his May 
callup. But he, too, succumbed to the injury bug, as the Giants announced Thursday that the 
rookie starter will be placed on the 10-day disabled list with a Grade 1 hamstring strain. 
 
The injury was reportedly sustained during Tuesday's altercation between the Giants and rival 
Dodgers in Los Angeles, during which catcher Nick Hundley and Dodgers outfielder Yasiel Puig 
exchanged shoves after Puig's strong reaction following a foul ball. Though Hundley was fined 
an undisclosed amount, Rodriguez's injury represents a steep price for the Giants to pay for the 
fracas. Puig was suspended two games. 
 



Rodriguez has arguably been the Giants' most effective starter since his Major League debut on 
May 29, with a 6-1 record, 2.25 ERA, 65 strikeouts and 10 quality starts in his 12 starts. He has 
pitched at least six innings in each of his last eight starts and didn't yield more than two earned 
runs in any of them. 
 
The 26-year-old right-hander, who is the son of Hall of Fame catcher Ivan Rodriguez, is looking 
to figure prominently into the National League Rookie of the Year conversation at the end of 
the season, though stellar rookie campaigns from the Braves' Ronald Acuna Jr. and the 
Nationals' Juan Soto will present a challenge for Rodriguez. 
 
Right-hander Casey Kelly, whose contract was selected from Triple-A Sacramento last Friday, 
will start in Rodriguez's place on Friday against the Reds. A corresponding roster move will be 
announced on Friday. 
 
MLB.com 
Hundley fined for role in fracas with Dodgers 
Chad Thornburg 
 
Yasiel Puig received a two-game suspension and an undisclosed fine for fighting and inciting a 
benches-clearing incident Tuesday at Dodger Stadium, Major League Baseball announced 
Thursday. Giants catcher Nick Hundley received an undisclosed fine for his role in the incident. 
 
In the seventh inning of the Dodgers' 2-1 loss to San Francisco, Puig expressed frustration after 
fouling off a Tony Watson pitch, and he and Hundley proceeded to exchange heated words. The 
situation escalated quickly as Puig pushed Hundley, who shoved him back, prompting members 
of both teams to spill out of the dugouts and sprint toward home plate. 
 
Both players were ejected from the game. 
 
"When I missed the pitch, I knew that was the best pitch Watson was going to throw me, so I 
was a little upset," Puig said after the game through a Dodgers interpreter. "[Hundley] told me 
to stop complaining and get back into the box, and when I got into his face, he told me to also 
get out of his face, so that's when I got upset. 
 
"I didn't like that he was telling me what to do, and then he said some words to me in English 
that I really can't repeat. That's why I was upset." 
 
Hundley downplayed the incident, chalking it up to the emotions of a tense division rivalry. 
 
"We're competing on the field against a team we're chasing," he said. "They've been scuffling a 
little bit, and we're trying to catch them. It's obviously a nice rivalry. We had some words, 
pushed a couple of times and you saw what happened. There's really nothing more to it than 
that." 
 



Barring appeal, Puig's suspension begins Friday in Seattle. Tuesday's incident marked the fourth 
career ejection for both players, and neither had been tossed since 2015. 
 
MLB.com 
Where's the recognition for Moronta? 
Chris Haft 
 
I am so pleased with the results of Dereck Rodriguez, but why hasn't Reyes Moronta been given 
more recognition? He's a beast! 
-- John S., Crystal Lake, Ill. 
 
I'll readily acknowledge that I should have seized an opportunity to write something more 
extensive about Moronta. I'll try my best to do so before the season ends. He seems to have an 
absolutely fearless attitude. You could even make a case for Moronta to be the team's most 
valuable player. Sure, guys like Buster Posey and Brandon Crawford are probably more 
talented. But with the possible exception of Rodriguez, who is performing his respective role 
this season better than Moronta has? 
 
When are we going to see Chris Shaw? Do you think he will be much of a contributor for the 
Giants in the coming years? I get the impression that he is an Adam Duvall type of player, in 
that he won't do much at AT&T Park, but perhaps would thrive in a place like Cincinnati. Does 
this mean that Shaw might be worth more to trade now than to lose value as his power 
disappears in San Francisco, like it does for so many players -- such as Jarrett Parker or Mac 
Williamson?  
-- Will P., Idaho Falls, Idaho 
 
With 132 strikeouts in 361 at-bats with Triple-A Sacramento entering Thursday, it's fair to say 
that Shaw is undergoing some adjustments with his hitting. If he's struggling to hit, including 
him among the September callups could do him more harm than good, though his total of 22 
home runs reflects his considerable potential. 
 
I think it's wrong to speculate about Shaw's future. Give him a chance to show what he can 
become. Don't automatically assume that Shaw is destined to develop into yet another hitter 
whose skills, psyche or both are broken by AT&T Park's challenging dimensions. Right now, he 
apparently needs to gain consistency at the plate. I've had relatively few encounters with Shaw, 
but I believe that he possesses enough mental toughness to handle whatever's thrown at him. 
We'll find out soon enough whether the skeptics or believers are correct. 
 
Where do you see Joey Bart playing next season? Do you think he could be playing in 
Sacramento next year? 
-- Al N., Rancho Cordova 
 
Bart very well could finish the season in Triple-A. But rare is the Giants prospect who doesn't 
spend at least a few months with Class A Advanced San Jose. The California League has long 



been a superb training ground for players. Look for Bart to begin the season with San Jose. But 
if he continues to be as good as he apparently is, he won't stay there for long. 
 
I fear that the Giants will wait too long to move Posey to a less demanding position to prolong 
his career. Trading Brandon Belt and installing Posey at first base could be a solution. If that is 
not feasible, could Posey make the transition to third base? 
-- Gerald L., Columbus, Ind. 
 
Finding a taker for Belt is crucial to your scenario. And despite Belt's .800-plus career OPS, other 
teams probably would avoid dealing for him due to his injury history and $16 million annual 
salary through 2021. So unless a club that wants to acquire Belt is willing to assume a significant 
portion of his salary, I don't envision the Giants trading him to clear first base for Posey. 
 
As for Posey moving to third, precedents exist for this sort of thing. Suffice it to say that this 
kind of switch doesn't always work. In 1982, the Reds thought that moving future Hall of Fame 
catcher Johnny Bench to third base would be a great idea. That season, he accumulated 19 
errors in 107 games and finished with a minus-15 rating in total fielding runs. Bench's '83 
numbers improved to six errors and a minus-3 rating. That's because he appeared in only 42 
games at third. 
 
NBC Sports Bay Area 
Giants put Dereck Rodriguez on DL with injury from brawl with Dodgers 
Alex Pavlovic 
 
SAN FRANCISCO -- Tuesday's brief scuffle at Dodger Stadium ended up being much more costly 
for the Giants than for the Dodgers. 
 
A few hours after Yasiel Puig was suspended two games by Major League Baseball, the Giants 
announced that rookie right-hander Dereck Rodriguez was placed on the disabled list after 
being hurt during the altercation between the Dodgers outfielder and San Francisco catcher 
Nick Hundley.  
 
Rodriguez went on the 10-day DL on Thursday with a Grade 1 hamstring strain. He was one of 
the first players on the scene when Puig and Hundley exchanged shoves Tuesday at Dodger 
Stadium. Rodriguez came from the dugout and apparently got hurt somewhere during the 
exchange.  
 
The blow is a big one to a Giants team that's on the fringes of the National League playoff race. 
Rodriguez, a rookie, has been the club's best pitcher, posting a 6-1 record and 2.25 ERA to this 
point. He has allowed just six runs in five second-half starts, throwing his name into the NL 
Rookie of the Year race.  
 



The Giants skipped their fifth starter so Rodriguez and Madison Bumgarner could kick off the 
three-game series in Cincinnati. Instead, Casey Kelly will start Friday's opener against the Reds. 
The Giants will announce a corresponding roster move Friday. 
 
The Athletic 
Dusty Baker opens up on the Nats, his career, racism, the state of the game and the ‘smell of 
collusion’ 
Ken Rosenthal 
 
I miss Dusty Baker. Not as much as the Washington Nationals seem to miss him, but quite a bit. 
 
Baker, 69, was a teammate of Hank Aaron’s. He managed Barry Bonds and Bryce Harper. He 
spent nearly a half-century in baseball, offering perspective others lacked, at times 
transcending the sport. 
 
The Nationals declined to retain him after last season, leaving Baker with a career managerial 
record of 1,863-1,636 — a .532 winning percentage. He went to the postseason nine times with 
four different clubs, and also managed a 103-win team in his first season with the San Francisco 
Giants that failed to make the playoffs. He was also quite accomplished as a player, hitting 242 
homers and producing a .779 OPS over 19 seasons without ever going on the disabled list. 
 
Often when issues arise in the game, I wonder, “What would Dusty think?” In early July, a 
number of such issues had surfaced, including the plight of the Nationals, who were struggling 
under first-year manager Dave Martinez. I contacted Baker seeking an interview, telling him I 
would fly from the east coast to visit him at home in Sacramento, if necessary. We finally met 
Wednesday in Annapolis, Md., where Baker was staying while visiting the Giants’ Double A 
Richmond affiliate as it played a series against the Baltimore Orioles’ club in Bowie. 
 
“What was it you wanted to fly all the way west to talk about?” Baker asked. 
 
What follows is a transcript of the one-hour, 15-minute interview, edited slightly for length and 
clarity. 
 
ON BAKER’S NEW LIFE 
Baker, the Giants’ manager from 1993 to 2002, rejoined the team as a special advisor in March 
after director of baseball operations Brian Sabean assured him he could still watch his son, 
Darren — a second baseman entering his sophomore year at Cal — play this summer in the 
Cape Cod League. 
 
I go to games once a month in San Francisco, one series a month in Sacramento, which is where 
their Triple A team is. Then I visit each affiliate one time. Now I’m seeing (Double A) Richmond 
play because it didn’t work out to go to Richmond, so I came here. I go from here to Asheville, 
N.C., to watch our (Class A) Augusta team. That, on top of watching my son play in Cape Cod. 
 



I’m in the wine business (as the owner of Baker Family Wines). I’m a grape grower. I’m way 
busy. My wife says I have three or four jobs. My solar-energy business (Baker Energy Team) is 
growing big-time. I put it on the back burner and it hurt my business to come back into 
baseball. I was out of baseball twice (for one year after the Cubs fired him following the 2006 
season, and two years out after the Reds fired him after the ‘13 campaign). No offers, no 
nothing. I was like, “Hey, I’m going to live my life. I can’t sit around waiting for baseball.” I tried 
other things. 
 
People say, “Why don’t you just go ahead and retire?” No. There are other things I want out of 
life, other things I want to leave my family. I love Vancouver. I’d like to get a place in Vancouver. 
I’ve got some property in Hawaii I haven’t built on yet. I’ve got a condo in San Francisco. People 
say, “You’ve made enough money.” But who are you to tell me I’ve made enough money? 
 
I figured out that the times I was out (of the game), I was at the top of the salary scale. You 
figure, I lost $10 million to $12 million, with no supplemental income. This is the first time a 
position was made for me. Most guys when they get out of the game, especially white guys, 
they come up with, “Assistant to this or that.” Then you’ve got supplemental income. You might 
not be making what you were making before. But you’ve got something. 
 
Every once in a while, it gets a little tough, because you miss the competition. You don’t miss 
pre- and post-game at all. What you miss are the guys and the competition of playing. I’ve been 
competing forever, my whole life. Now I’m competing in a different world, which is kind of fun. 
But it’s not as scrupulous as sports is, not nearly as honest. If I thought there was some B.S. in 
baseball, there is some big B.S. out in the business world. 
 
ON MANAGING 
Rosenthal: Would you like to manage again? 
 
I don’t know. I was thinking: Every team I inherited was a bottom-dwelling team, except 
Washington. Most of the time you’re not going to inherit a first-division team. You’re going to 
get a losing team. 
 
I don’t know how much time I have to bring another team back, or if I have the desire to do so. I 
look at my situation on a small scale kind of like Barack Obama’s. He wouldn’t have gotten 
nominated for president unless we were in a bad way. We were in a terrible, terrible way. It’s 
the same way in baseball. Most minorities inherited bad teams. 
 
Dave Roberts inherited a great team. I inherited a good team with D.C. Cito Gaston inherited a 
good team in Toronto. Other than that, all the teams I had, all the teams Don Baylor had, all the 
teams Hal McRae had, all the teams Lloyd McClendon had, you look at all the minority guys 
who have been hired, it’s always a bad team that you’ve got to bring back. And then, when you 
bring ’em back, if you don’t bring ’em back all the way, you’re construed as a loser, not a 
winner. I refuse to let anybody tell me I’m anything but a winner. I’ve been at it my whole life. 
 



In a perfect world, where I wrote the script, I would have managed this year and next year and I 
would have been done. My son would have been in his junior year in college. I figured we’d 
have won a couple of times. I’d have been satisfied and it would have been time to hit it. I really 
liked Washington a lot. Washington was like San Francisco, but with even a grander scale of 
education and probably even diversity. 
 
I wasn’t that crazy about Chicago. I was at first, but they turned on me big-time. 
 
Fans turned on you? Ownership? 
 
Both. That’s when the Tribune Company was in trouble. I figured out later, they didn’t give us 
any help my last two years. We had like a Triple A team out there especially with DLee (Derrek 
Lee) hurt and Aramis Ramírez hurt. I was like, “Man, it’s my fault?” My wife didn’t want me to 
go anywhere by myself. I got some death threats. I got some hate mail, some racial mail. The 
FBI was sitting in my office one day, Hate Crimes division. I was like, “Man, it’s time to go.” 
 
In Cincinnati, no matter what I did or what we did — we brought them from the bottom — they 
were all over me, all the time, no matter what. If we won, it wasn’t winning the right way. They 
were like, “I don’t understand this mode of thinking.” Well, I don’t want you to understand my 
mode of thinking. That’s how I can beat you. 
 
To me, it’s easier to manage now because they’ve taken the personalities away from different 
managers. I knew managing against Tony La Russa what he might do or might not do, but I 
wasn’t sure. Managing against Jim Leyland, I wasn’t sure. Bucky Showalter. Was he going to try 
something crazy? Now, you’re managing more against the computer. I’m thinking, “OK, what 
would the computer do?” I can make you make moves that you might not know I’m helping you 
make by what I do. 
 
Because you know what they’re thinking? 
 
Correct. 
 
One of the worst tips I got was when I first got into managing. A guy who was a good friend of 
mine told me, “If you’ve got a left-hander warming up in the ’pen, and you’ve got a left-handed 
hitter at the plate, even if the left-hander can’t get left-handed hitters out, bring him anyway 
because you won’t be second-guessed.” I said, “Man, I can’t do that.” I put myself in position to 
be second-guessed because I think that’s the right move. I’m not worrying about you second-
guessing me. 
 
I always remembered that: You do what you think is right. 
 
Does it bother you, the trend toward guys with no experience getting these managing jobs? 
 



No. Doesn’t bother me at all. I was one of those guys. I had only managed in the Arizona Fall 
League (before taking over the Giants in 1993). It doesn’t bother me when they don’t have 
managerial experience. It bothers me a little bit, the guys who have no coaching experience. To 
me, coaching is what kind of sets you up for managing. 
 
The coaching experience is valuable. It doesn’t happen in basketball or football. Damn near all 
these guys were assistant coaches or something along the way. That’s why I see the role of 
manager has been devalued. Baseball got all these old guys out at the same time. Bruce Bochy 
and Mike Scioscia are about the last old dudes out there. Leyland, Torre, Bobby Cox — I don’t 
think Bobby was ready to retire — they all got out at the same time. Tony La Russa. But they all 
got good jobs someplace in baseball. 
 
There has always been a certain racial discrimination. It’s going to be there. It’s getting better in 
some ways, but worse in other ways. But now you’re seeing the lines of separation between 
haves and have-nots getting wider. There’s also — which I’m a victim of — age and salary 
discrimination, big-time. I was talking to Jim Leyland the other day at Barry’s thing (the Giants 
retired Barry Bonds’ number last Saturday). They’re not paying these guys (managers). General 
managers now are getting paid. 
 
They’re the rock stars. 
 
They sure are. Big-time. And there is intellectual discrimination. 
 
I’ve had kids ask me: “Where did you go to school?” Well, I went to the school of life. I think I’m 
pretty smart. I’m well-read. My mom, Christine, was an African-American history teacher. She 
made us read books. My mom was about education. 
 
Maybe you went to a state school. Maybe that’s all your parents could afford. You’ve got to put 
in the other work, but sometimes somebody else has the connections. Fourth-generation 
Cornell or whatever. I know ’em. They’re friends of mine, too. I’m not jealous of ’em. I’m trying 
to get my son to get in that first generation, and his son, and his kids. 
 
Everything doesn’t just come out of a computer. With some things, the eyes of those who know 
can see things other people can’t see. 
 
ON THE STATE OF THE GAME 
Baker starts by talking about the “misconceptions” of him as a manager. 
 
“Dusty don’t believe in sabermetrics.” What are you talking about, man? I don’t believe in it 
100 percent. There ain’t no 100 percent of nothing. There are no absolutes. We were using it 
before it had a name. You’ve seen me study. What do you think, I was just writing something 
down? 
 



“Dusty don’t like walks.” I don’t like you going up there looking for a walk. There’s a difference. 
I remember Chili Davis when he was a rookie. He asked me a very puzzling question. I’ll never 
forget this. “How do you walk?” It kind of stumped me. I told him, “Well, you walk by not 
swinging at a bad 1-0 pitch, a bad 3-1 pitch, a bad 1-1 pitch, by not chasing something here or 
there, fouling off pitches so they can’t repeat it, that’s how you walk.” And a walk is valuable, to 
put the pitcher in the stretch, especially if you can run. And sometimes I’d rather walk you, if 
you get on base and can’t go first to third, can’t score from first on a double. 
 
We see that in some of these hitters. 
 
Every day! The game is getting so slow. And it’s not exciting. What happened to the triple? 
Scoring from first on a double or a long single, running 3-2. I think the game is going to come 
back. 
 
It has to come back . . . 
 
It’s been killing me to go to these minor-league games. I’m seeing bad baseball. I see bad 
baserunning, no bunting when they need to bunt. An excessive amount of pop-ups. Strikeouts. 
Almost a no-hitter every day until the sixth inning. No first-to-thirds. It’s terrible. 
 
I went to a minor-league game and saw this one team taking batting practice. I bet if they had 
100 balls, 50 of ’em ended up near home plate. They were all hitting the top of the cage. This 
one guy hit the top of the cage like five times and this one coach goes, “Good BP.” What? Good 
BP? That’s the worst BP I’ve ever seen in my life! 
 
This one kid came up and introduced himself to me. He was on the other team. The kid is about 
5-foot-9, 150 pounds. I said, “When are you going to play?” And the coach says, “When he hits 
the ball out of the ballpark in batting practice.” 
 
That’s not what he should be doing. 
 
Thank you! But that’s the mindset. I saw the best hitters in the world. Ted Williams has to be 
turning over in his grave. 
 
ON THE NATIONALS 
The Nationals won 95 and 97 games in Baker’s two seasons as manager, only to be eliminated 
each year in the decisive fifth game of the Division Series. This season, under Martinez, the 
team is 61-61, eight games out in the NL East and 6 1/2 out in the race for the second wild card. 
 
You follow the Nationals? 
 
I follow ’em every day. 
 
What has happened? 



 
I don’t know. I’m not there. I can’t straighten ’em out. They’re a great bunch of guys. They’re a 
different bunch, but they’re a great bunch of guys. 
 
Why are they different? 
 
(Baker paused for almost 10 seconds before answering) 
 
They’re together, but they’re separate. 
 
I learned all my stuff from my dad (the late Johnnie B. Baker Sr.). My dad was Bobby Bonds’ 
Little League coach. I grew up with Bobby, watching my dad. I was the oldest of five. I was in 
the Marines. I was the captain of every team I was on, whether I wanted to be or not. I didn’t 
want to lead. I just wanted to blend in. 
 
I see some guys trying to lead, but I don’t know if they lead in the right manner sometimes. 
 
With the Nationals? 
 
That’s what I see from the outside. I haven’t talked to anybody. I haven’t talked to any coaches. 
I’ve got some guys who text me, “Hey, Bake, we miss you.” I don’t want to open… this was the 
toughest wound for me to close. 
 
The toughest because you were so close to possibly winning a World Series? 
 
Baker nods, then begins talking about the controversial passed ball that occurred in Game 5 of 
last year’s Division Series against the Chicago Cubs. 
 
The Cubs’ Javier Báez would have been the third out after swinging at strike three from 
Nationals right-hander Max Scherzer, but the ball eluded catcher Matt Wieters, allowing Báez 
to reach first and continue the inning. Wieters argued that Báez struck him with a backswing, 
and should have been called out. The Cubs, who already had scored twice that inning to take a 
5-4 lead, went on to add two more runs and ultimately won, 9-8. 
 
Joe Torre, MLB’s chief baseball officer, admitted two weeks later that crew chief Jerry Layne 
and his fellow umpires got the call wrong. 
 
I was listening to (Reds broadcaster) Thom Brennaman the other day saying no one knew the 
rule. Nobody knows all the rules. I don’t give a s— who you think you are. The umpires didn’t 
know the rules. Then when I asked Wieters, I don’t think he knew the rule. I said, “Hey man, did 
he touch you with the bat? Did he hit you with the bat?” And he tells me, “Barely.” Barely! That 
ain’t the answer I was looking for. You’re supposed to be checking the mask! 
 



He was stunned about the whole play. Everybody was stunned. Then I heard Major League 
Baseball say we covered that in the meeting with the umpires. That’s what Joe (Torre) said. No, 
we did not. We did not. They covered their butt. They did not say we could ask for a rule 
clarification in the middle of the game. I did not know that one. Imagine how long that would 
have taken. They would have had to call, look it up. 
 
Then the way it was handled, they couldn’t make a decision for two weeks. And that messed up 
my two-year plan. I’d have been ready (to retire) after next year anyway. I didn’t want any 
fanfare. I didn’t want nothing. I didn’t want no going-away party. But at the same time, 50 years 
(in the game) and see you later? 
 
Given that, do you feel any vindication considering what has happened to the Nationals? 
 
I try not to. I try hard not to. My dad used to always tell me, “If you feel vindication, then you’re 
feeling it against the same guys you were in the foxhole with.” You’re not pulling for the front 
office. But it’s hard to pull against them without pulling against the players. You try to be 
neutral in the situation and not give a s—, but you do. Does that make sense? 
 
 
Harper and Baker in 2017 (photo courtesy of Getty Images). 
Bryce Harper struggled for two-plus months. He didn’t struggle for two-plus months when you 
had him… 
 
I know. 
 
I just wonder, when you look at something like that, do you feel like, Damn? 
 
I see what I see. And I see more than most. Pitching, hitting, baserunning, defense — I’ve been 
around the best. I was one of the best for a few years there, but I’ve been around the best. 
You’ve got Barry, you’ve got Jeff Kent, Ellis Burke, DLee, Aramis, Sosa, Joey Votto, Ken Griffey Jr. 
at the end. I played with Hank. I saw Willie (Mays). I was fortunate enough to see all these guys 
play. 
 
There are times I saw different things in Bryce. I would try to tell (Nationals GM Mike) Rizzo, 
who knew him from the beginning. And he would say, “He’s always done that.” And I would 
say, “No, he hasn’t.” I would say things, whether Harper took it to heart or not. 
 
Say things to Bryce? 
 
Yeah. I would take it to Bryce, or take it to (Rick) Schu, try to go through the batting coach. But 
there were a lot of things in the two years I was there. We’d have these meetings upstairs. 
You’d be surprised how ownership wanted to release this guy or send this guy to the minors. I 
was like, “No, man. No! You’re going to tear up my team!” 
 



There are certain guys you need around there for the psychological part with some of the other 
guys. Just because you’re talented, that doesn’t mean you’re strong physically and spiritually. 
Sometimes the leaders aren’t who you think the leaders are. Just because you have the most 
ability, that doesn’t mean you have any leadership qualities. That just means we’re depending 
upon you when it comes time to do the physical work. But the leader is this little weak guy over 
here who is really propping you up. 
 
I remember a long time ago when I first got to the Giants, I was trying to figure out who the 
leaders of the team were going to be. That’s why I never appointed a captain. The way I look at 
it, leaders are anointed, not appointed. (As a player) I might not agree with who the manager 
thinks the leader is. I might not want to follow that guy. 
 
There is a question with leadership on that team. There has been for some time. Who is the 
leader of that team? 
 
Jayson Werth. That’s who they miss. 
 
Jayson said to me, “They miss me and Dusty.” He told me that a few weeks ago. 
 
I believe that. He ain’t lying. He is not lying. And he’s one of the guys they wanted to get rid of. I 
told him that. I said, “Come here, man, I’m going to tell you something I ain’t supposed to tell 
you. You better pick your s— up. Because they’re going to get rid of you.” And he did. 
 
He said, “What, with all the money I’m making?” (Werth earned $21 million last season, his last 
with the club). I said, “They don’t give a s—, they have to pay you anyway.” Players think that’s 
a safety jacket, a bullet-proof vest? “Here, man. Go home.” 
 
ON LABOR RELATIONS 
Baker began talking about labor relations unprompted after I asked him if he was surprised the 
Nationals were open to trading Harper at the non-waiver deadline. He said such a move would 
have hurt attendance, then recalled when work stoppages were common in baseball. 
 
I was in every strike there was. After every strike there was a down period (for revenues), and 
then it shot back up. I learned a lot at a very young age. My first year in the big leagues, that 
was the first strike — ’72. That was my rookie year. Everyone thought the fans weren’t going to 
come back, and they did — eventually. Everyone thought the game was going to go broke. We 
were told the game’s going broke, some team is going to go bankrupt someday if you guys keep 
asking for all this money. But there hasn’t been a strike or work stoppage in 23 years. That’s 
how healthy the game is. 
 
There might be one coming. 
 
You think so? 
 



I don’t know. I don’t think the players have it in ’em. 
 
The toughest year for me was ’94. That was the epitome of being (caught in the middle). We 
were in the players’ union for our pension and medical benefits. But we were paid by the 
owners, so therefore we were told, “If you keep supporting the union, you won’t have a union 
to support.” That was tough. And then there were the scabs, and we had to train ’em — that 
was awful. The whole time I’ve been in the game, that was the worst time I ever spent in 
baseball. That’s the most unhappy I’ve ever been. 
 
The first strike (in ’72), Hank Aaron had to loan us some money to make it. (In ’81), we loaned 
Dave Stewart and Bobby Castillo and Bobby Welch some money in L.A. We were in St. Louis 
when that strike started. We had our own plane. They wouldn’t take us back home, so we had 
to catch our own flight. Some of the guys didn’t have the money. “Hey man, I don’t know how 
I’m going to get home.” And we would say, “It’s OK.” 
 
I don’t know if these guys are together like that. The $20 million guy, is he going to help the 
$500,000 guy or is he going to cross to get his $20 million? 
 
A lot of the players are pissed. 
 
Why? 
 
Because last off-season they thought… 
 
They were sold down the river? 
 
They felt the owners stuck it to them. 
 
I believe that. It smelled of collusion. 
 
We all understand it’s business… 
 
No, it smelled of collusion. I was a victim of the last one. 
 
That’s a strong word. Probably everyone is going to deny it. But when I see Lucas Duda out 
there. Brandon Phillips now, he just signed with Boston. There probably are still some out 
there, aren’t there? 
 
Mark Reynolds signed late. 
 
He hit 30 home runs (for the Colorado Rockies) last season. 
 
And he has had a good year for the Nationals. 
 



Hell yes. What did he sign for? 
 
I had to look it up. Reynolds signed a minor-league contract on April 17 with a salary of $1 
million in the majors. The Nationals promoted him on May 12, and he has batted .262 with 11 
homers and an .856 OPS in 168 plate appearances). 
 
Pitiful. One million. Wow. 
 
Some of these guys did miscalculate, I get it. 
 
Not all of ’em. 
 
ON BARRY BONDS 
How was the ceremony for Bonds? 
 
It was pretty cool. Not all the guys showed, of course. Because Barry did some things, too. But it 
was good. It was good for him. He showed a different side of himself. He’s a lot more humble 
now. He’s always been personable when he wants to be. He’s smart as hell. Don’t you ever 
think Barry Bonds ain’t smart. And the only person he really was afraid of was his mom. 
 
I grew up with all of ’em. Barry’s grandmother — Bobby’s mother — baby-sat me so my mom 
could go back to school. I was over at Bobby Bonds’ house every day. Bobby was four years 
older than me. And I wanted to be Bobby Bonds. That’s why I played all four sports, including 
football. That’s why I went to the state track meet in long jump. Because I wanted to be like 
Bobby Bonds. Bobby was a better athlete. 
 
Than you, or Barry? 
 
Both of us. Bobby Bonds, they would say, “Don’t smoke.” He’d be in the bathroom smoking and 
then go run for five touchdowns. Bobby would throw a no-hitter and hit two home runs. I ain’t 
lying. Bobby could do whatever he wanted to do. But Bobby told me Barry was going to be 
better than him. I couldn’t believe it. But Bobby said Barry was more disciplined. Which he was. 
 
Barry worked his ass off. Barry wanted everyone to think he was just a natural. But Barry would 
get up after a night game at 8:30 or 9 in the morning, go hit someplace, then come to the 
stadium and sleep. You would think he wasn’t doing anything. He was out working his ass off. 
 
And he knew nutrition. Barry was the first guy who told me I was eating too much fruit — 
you’ve got to watch your sugar level. This sucker, he’s a bike rider now. He probably rides 50 
miles a day. He’s in great, great shape. 
 
 
Barry Bonds and Baker in 2002 (photo courtesy of Getty Images). 
You think he wants the Hall of Fame? 



 
Yeah. Definitely. Oh, heck yeah. Willie talked about it in his speech (Mays, Bonds’ godfather, 
said, “On behalf of all the people in San Francisco and all over the country, vote this guy in”). 
 
Everybody wants the Hall of Fame. I want the Hall of Fame. I don’t know if I’ll get it or not. All 
they can hold against me is that I don’t have a championship. But that does make you a Hall of 
Famer necessarily? I’d have been way over 2,000 wins if they hadn’t taken those (three) years 
away from me. 
 
I’d be the first brother in there as a manager. The only reason I got this job is because of what 
Al Campanis said. (Campanis, a former Dodgers executive, said in 1987 that black players 
“lacked the necessities” to become managers and front-office executives, leading baseball to 
start recruiting former black players for such positions.) I know that. All of a sudden, after what 
Al said, they came and got me and Baylor and Hal McRae and Cito. Out of every negative, 
there’s a potential positive. 
 
ON RACISM 
I told Baker I wanted to ask him about some of the old, offensive tweets that recently surfaced 
from three current major leaguers — Milwaukee Brewers left-hander Josh Hader, Atlanta 
Braves lefty Sean Newcomb and one of Baker’s former players with the Nationals, shortstop 
Trea Turner. 
 
The tweets contained some combination of racist, sexist and homophobic remarks. 
 
If something like that had come out when you were manager, how would you have handled it? 
 
Well, I’d talk to ’em about it, find out why. What the circumstances were. How old were you at 
the time. Have you changed or is that really you? See, some of these guys, it’s really them. 
Baseball is just a microcosm of society. Some guys change, because they had never been 
around Latinos or blacks. 
 
A couple of players, I had to talk to ’em. “I know you’ve never had a black manager. I know 
you’ve never had a black principal. Your daddy probably never had a black boss, depending 
upon which part of the country or what line of work you’re in.” I even had to ask a couple of 
players that I played with, “Why are you so prejudiced?” A couple of ’em are my buddies now 
— big-time. They would say, “I was raised that way.” I’d say, “That’s fine. I bet you were. But 
now you’re old enough to make your own choice.” You hope some of these guys might have 
changed. I think more would have changed on the racial front than the gay front. 
 
Because they’re around black people, they’re around Latinos, they’re not around gay people? 
 
Like I said, it’s a microcosm of society. Guess what? There are some gay guys in baseball. They 
must be tortured inside (not revealing their sexual orientation), but they’re blessed with ability 
to play baseball. 



 
You know Trea. Is there a trust you think he lost with some of his teammates? 
 
You don’t know (if someone is racist). I don’t think so (on Turner). I would like to think not. But 
you don’t know. 
 
I was the only black guy in high school, just me and my brother my last two years of high school, 
in the ’60s. There were some guys who shocked me. I thought they were cool until they got 
drunk or whatever and slipped. I’m past the point of being shocked. You don’t really know how 
people are. 
 
Which is true not just in baseball, but in the country as a whole. 
 
I’ve never seen more separation. But then, on the other hand, I’ve never seen blacks and whites 
and gays and lesbians kissing on Jumbotron before. All the mixed relationships on commercials, 
that gives me some hope that at least marketers are trying with young people. Every 
commercial almost has an interracial relationship, whether it’s a white guy and a black girl, 
some little kids running around. My daughter married a New Hampshire blue blood. My wife’s 
Filipino. My son is a Hapa. I spent a lot of time in Hawaii, and a Hapa in the Hawaiian culture is 
any kid that is mixed. Japanese and black. White and Chinese. It doesn’t matter. 
 
Baker then mentioned he was about to visit with an old and unlikely friend, someone he had 
met in 1968, his second year of pro ball. 
 
I got this country redneck dude coming to meet me. I knew him when I was 19 years old. He 
had just gotten back from Vietnam. Now he’s in bad health. He’s diabetic, lost a couple of toes. 
And he lives in Richmond. He would come up all the time when I was in Washington. 
 
His dad was a mortician. He’ll tell you his daddy was one of the original boys in the hood. He’s 
country as hell. But he’s so good-hearted. You would think he’s a straight redneck. Which he is. 
 
But there’s good everywhere. As much as there is bad, there’s good. A lot of times, how you 
speak and how you look is how you are. But sometimes, it’s not. 
 
The Athletic 
Giants place Dereck Rodríguez on the disabled list, with plenty of possible ripple effects 
Shayna Rubin 
 
Baseball “brawls” typically have a special kind of cadence: Hostile words can be exchanged. A 
couple of players start at each other. Sometimes, one charges at the other; sometimes, they 
meet somewhere in the middle. The benches clear and swarm into a scrum that shifts with the 
flow of a few angry outbursts until it all somewhat gently dissipates. Then, the MLB hands down 
its list of fines and suspensions to the eyes of the storm; everyone else involved can walk back 
to their seats. 



 
Nick Hundley and Yasiel Puig were handed their reprimands Thursday afternoon for their 
central involvement in the Dodgers-Giants scuffle Tuesday night, with Puig incurring a fine plus 
a two-game suspension. Hundley walked away with just a fine. But a teammate, it turned out, 
was walking back to his seat with a little bit of a limp. 
 
The Giants announced that Dereck Rodríguez — he of a 2.25 ERA and valid NL Rookie of the 
Year candidacy — strained his right hamstring in the skirmish and has been placed on the 10-
day disabled list. Notably, news of Michael Morse’s career-ending concussion (the result of an 
accidental collision with Jeff Samardzija during a brawl with the Nationals last year) didn’t come 
until days later; what feels like the end, we’ve learned, is often not the actual end. 
 
Rodríguez’s injury was announced as a Grade 1 strain, the mildest one, but still harbors a 
wicked jab at a team clawing with everything it has to stay in the NL West race. 
 
Relevancy stayed within sight for the Giants as they rallied their way to two victories on their 
rivals’ turf earlier this week. Relevancy felt even more palpable with upcoming road series 
against the scuffling Reds and Mets. One of Rodríguez‘s patented stingy starts on Friday could 
have set a tone for this run of games. But now Casey Kelly will get that start in Cincinnati. 
 
Rodríguez’s loss whittles down an already decimated rotation. With the day off Thursday, the 
Giants were planning to briefly employ a four-man rotation, which now consists only of 
Madison Bumgarner, Andrew Suárez and Derek Holland. 
 
If Rodríguez’s injury is as mild as it sounds, he could be back in the rotation by the time the 
Giants return home to play the Texas Rangers on Aug. 24. 
 
If his hamstring remains sore, this incident could have grander implications. Staying under the 
competitive tax balance threshold is a soft goal, the Giants front office asserts — if the 
executives feel that the division is within reach (they’re currently 5 1/2 games out), the brass 
might look to acquire another starter … which would take them over the tax line. One of the 
Giants’ options, should they choose to take the plunge, will be staring their own hitters down 
on Saturday. 
 
So, yes, every skirmish has its familiar rhythm. But the reverberations might, a little later, cause 
a stir. 
 
The Athletic 
Analytics: Key stats for the Giants and A’s playoff pushes 
Owen Poindexter 
 
The A’s and Giants lived parallel lives for three games, with both taking the first two of three 
against a division rival before falling in 12 innings in the third game. Now, with the A’s having 
ridden a surprising run of success to position for a wild-card spot, and the Giants hoping to 



muster something similar, they enter the final quarter of the season. Here are key stats for each 
team on both sides of the ball that could determine where they end up at the end of 
September. 
 
Giants hitting — Key stat: BABIP (batting average on balls in play) 
Zoom out and the Giants are remarkably consistent. Their strikeout rate over the last 30 days, 
22.9 percent, is a 10th of a percentage point higher than their season total, and they are 
walking just a bit more lately. The biggest difference in the last month is that their team BABIP 
has slipped from .309 to .294, which, combined with a slight dip in power, has caused the 
offense to sag a bit. 
 
Zoom in and neither the performance nor the personnel show any continuity. A team once led 
by Brandon Belt and Brandon Crawford is now being held together by the return of Evan 
Longoria, two rookie outfielders, and ongoing contributions from Buster Posey and Andrew 
McCutchen. If the Giants are to climb over three teams in their own division or five for the wild-
card, they will need an offense that can make good pitching stand up, and that can ease the 
pressure on their arms once in a while. For that to happen, they need a Brandon revival, and for 
Joe Panik or someone else to provide something resembling positive value from second base. 
 
With Panik, the season line suggests he could handle the strong side of a platoon — he’s been 
league average against righties on the season and unplayable against lefties, with a 28 wRC+ 
(72 percent worse than average). The problem is, since he came back from injury at the end of 
July, Panik hasn’t hit righties either. Since returning, nearly half of his batted balls are flies, and 
none of them have left the park. Most of those are easy outs, and his strikeout rate, usually one 
of the best in the league, has been a more pedestrian 12.9 percent since he came back. If he 
can hit more balls on a line or even on the ground, he will get on base more, but something 
clearly isn’t right, and it only makes sense that he’s been losing playing time. 
 
As for Crawford, here is his very streaky season in miniature. On the left is his batting average. 
You can see the initial slump, the huge surge that had people wondering if he could be an MVP 
candidate, and then the recent lackluster performance. On the right, we have batting average 
again along with strikeout rate and line drive rate. 
 
When Crawford is on, he’s not only whiffing less, he’s hitting more lasers. The strikeouts have 
leveled off to the low 20 percent range, but the line drives haven’t come back. He’s starting to 
see more fastballs, which may help him. Either way, it’s likely his average will rise a bit in the 
coming weeks, absent some physical problem. 
 
A’s hitting — Key stat: ISO (isolated power) 
ISO is a measurement of power, calculated by subtracting slugging percentage from batting 
average, and in the last month, the A’s are second only to the Red Sox with a team ISO of .212. 
That, plus a fifth-best OBP of .345, has been the force that has propelled them to being a series 
sweep away from the division lead. 
 



There are two reasons for this power surge, and their names are Khris Davis and Matt 
Chapman. They are the only two A’s with an ISO over .200 in the last month, though to be fair, 
Matt Olson (.184), Marcus Semien (.180) and Stephen Piscotty (.170) are pulling their weight. 
As for Davis and Chapman, they are pulling the rest of the team with unreal ISO figures of .467 
and .374 respectively. 
 
Both Chapman and Davis have feasted on sinkers and sliders. Chapman has gone 16 for 40 on 
those pitches in the last month, and only four of those 16 hits are singles. He’s also hitting over 
.400 on fastballs in the same period. Not to be outdone, Davis has had 33 plate appearances 
end in a sinker or slider in the last month and eight of them have gone for home runs. That rate, 
.242, would be a normal batting average for Davis, but against those pitches, it’s been his home 
run average. Insane. 
 
Giants pitching — Key stat: HR/FB% 
The Giants starting rotation becomes a team of extremes through the lens of this stat. Matt 
Cain baffled analysts for years by consistently allowing very few home runs per fly ball, but for 
pitchers who are neither among the best or the worst in the league, outliers tend to come back 
into the fold. This year, league average HR/FB is 12.7 percent, but don’t tell that to the Giants. 
 

Through July 17 After July 17  
Name   IP HR/FB  IP HR/FB Diff 
Will Smith  29.1 0.0%  11 18.2% 18.20% 
Reyes Moronta 42 5.6%  12 0.0% -5.60% 
Dereck Rodríguez 46.2 6.4%  33.1 3.4% -3.00% 
Ty Blach  86.1 7.7%  14.1 20.0% 12.30% 
Madison Bumgarner 49.2 9.6%  30 3.7% -5.90% 
Johnny Cueto  42 11.6%  11 21.4% 9.80% 
Derek Holland  101.1 11.8%  28 12.5% 0.70% 
Sam Dyson  46 12.1%  10 12.5% 0.40% 
Andrew Suárez 89 14.3%  27.2 25.9% 11.60% 
 
Holland and Dyson represent a degree of normalcy, but the rest of these pitchers are all over 
the map. Suárez seemed to have a home run issue when he first came up, but his exit velocity 
and launch angle both looked normal, and his rate started to even out. In the last month, the 
home run issue has come back with a vengeance. While he hasn’t had a true out pitch all 
season, all of his offerings are giving up more contact and fewer groundballs. His slider, while 
still his best pitch, has not been any kind of refuge. It has given up a slugging percentage of .429 
over the last month, and things only decline from there. 
 
Meanwhile, Rodríguez and Bumgarner are only getting more extreme in the opposite direction. 
I’d love to see Rodríguez ditch his sinker. He has four other pitches, and hitters have been 
utterly futile against them, going .179/.226/.303. Statcast’s metrics think that slugging 
percentage should be .363, based on his batted balls, but that’s still excellent. 
 



Smith was going to give up a home run eventually. Just because it finally happened, we 
shouldn’t assume there’s some deep underlying problem, but if he does it a couple more times 
in the next week or two, he may start to share closing duties. 
 
A’s pitching — Key stat: FIP-ERA 
Without looking, name baseball’s best reliever this year. Edwin Díaz? Craig Kimbrel? Josh 
Hader? Try Blake Treinen, he of the 0.89 ERA. No one has shut down opposing teams quite like 
Treinen, and now, with Jeurys Familia and Fernando Rodney joining Lou Trivino, he has quite a 
cadre to shepherd a lead to the ninth inning. The tricky part is getting through the first five or 
six innings. Let’s take a look at the A’s rotation. 
 
Name   BABIP LOB% ERA FIP FIP-ERA 
Sean Manaea  .238 76.0% 3.44 4.21 0.77 
Trevor Cahill  .279 73.0% 3.39 3.23 -0.16 
Mike Fiers  .278 83.8% 3.38 4.53 1.15 
Edwin Jackson  .224 80.0% 2.48 3.84 1.36 
Brett Anderson .295 74.8% 3.90 4.53 0.63 
League Average .293 72.9% 4.16 4.16 0 
 
FIP (“Fielding Independent Pitching”) estimates a pitcher’s ERA from strikeouts, walks and 
home runs. To improve on one’s FIP, a pitcher needs to limit hits on balls in play (run a low 
BABIP) or strand runners on base (have a high left-on-base rate). Fiers is stranding a high rate of 
runners, Manaea is running a very low BABIP and Jackson is doing both. The best pitchers have 
higher strand rates, but everyone else that’s doing it is probably just getting lucky (though let 
me know if you have alternate theories). 
 
Some pitchers can suppress BABIP, usually with a high fly ball and pop-up rate. Jackson is doing 
a little of that, Manaea not so much. Statcast’s batted ball analysis thinks that both of them 
have stolen lots of batting average — 42 points for Manaea and 51 for Jackson. How much of 
that they give back may depend less on the pitchers and more on what they all have in 
common: the A’s excellent infield defense. 


