
    

1 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arenado: Manny deal 'really good for baseball' 
Rockies third baseman is in ongoing negotiations for long-term contract 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Feb. 19th, 2019 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- The baseball field is Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenado's refuge from contract talks. But 

Tuesday's breaking news -- Manny Machado's 10-year, $300 million contract with the Padres -- made its way onto the 

field. 

But Arenado was fine with it. 

"I'm just trying to hit the ball well -- that's where my mind was when I was hearing it," Arenado said. "I'm going to hear 

about it a little bit, and that's OK." 

Arenado avoided arbitration last month by agreeing to a one-year, $26 million contract with the Rockies, and he and the 

club are negotiating toward a multi-year contract. But the free agency of Machado, a third baseman and shortstop who is 

more than a year younger and somewhere around Arenado's star level, likely figured somewhere in the timing of the 

Arenado-Rockies talks. 

Arenado said he told his agent, Joel Wolfe, "Give me, like, two weeks to go play ball," so he could get into the Spring 

Training swing. So his mind has been away from contract talks. 

"I don't think he [Machado] has too much of an effect on me, I'm not sure," Arenado said. "I just know that I'm happy he 

signed. I think it's really good for baseball, a well-deserved contract. We need these guys signed and we need these guys 

playing ball. 
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"I don't know if it has an effect on me. He's a little bit younger. Those things are a little bit different and teams look at 

things a little bit different because of that stuff. But he's a good player." 

Rockies general manager Jeff Bridich was unavailable Tuesday. The club announced earlier in the day that Bridich was ill, 

and would not be participating in a media availability for Cactus League managers and GMs. 

Arenado turns 28 on April 16. Machado turns 27 on July 26. Contracts tend to skew higher toward the younger player. 

Also, Machado signed his on the free-agent market, after playing with the Orioles and Dodgers last year, while the 

Rockies are trying to sign Arenado before other teams can bid.. 19th, 2019 

The Padres' deal and Machado once again competing in the National League West surprised Arenado. Machado was 

born and raised in the Miami area. 

"Hearing the rumors that [the Padres were] a team that was in, I guess you could see that as a possibility," Arenado said. 

"Being an East Coast kid, I didn't think he'd come all the way out to the West Coast. 

"But the Padres are pretty good. They've got some pretty good players over there with Hos [Eric Hosmer] and [Manuel] 

Margot and some of their starters, and I heard they've got some really good prospects. So I guess they're going to be 

good in the future. It could be a good move." 

Arenado said last week there isn't a firm deadline on contract talks. On Tuesday he outlined the considerations beyond 

just him. 

Arenado's negotiations come against the backdrop of Machado not reaching a deal until after many teams had begun full-

squad workouts. Outfielder Bryce Harper, another top free agent, is still unsigned, and scores of other players without big 

names are looking for jobs. 

"You think about baseball, you think about the group, and you're setting a standard for the guys around you," Arenado 

said. "You definitely think about the players. That's why we communicate with the Players Association about a lot of 

things, because you need to understand what's good for the players and what's not." 

Arenado said his talks with Wolfe and with the MLB Players Association are wide-ranging as he makes his decisions. 
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"You talk about the money, you talk about living -- places I've lived before, like I've lived in Denver," he said. "I said this 

yesterday. You can't help but your mind always wondering what's out there. I can't help that as a human and as a person. 

"Hey, I'm in this position. I don't know what it's like out there. Part of me wants to find out, but part of me is like, 'Hey, man, 

I want to be one of the best Rockies players of all time.' So those are things I think about." 
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McMahon hopes adjustment leads to 2B job 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Feb. 19th, 2019 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- The day after Rockies coaches talked with Ryan McMahon about a flaw at the start of his swing, 

he hit a game-turning three-run homer off the Mets' Robert Gsellman on June 20. But that didn't change the fact he 

needed regular playing time to correct the issue. 

So the next day, the Rockies optioned McMahon to Triple-A Albuquerque for the second time. In 44 games after his July 

29 return, McMahon slashed .256/.333/.419, with multiple important swings that helped the team to the postseason. Given 

that had managed .211/.283/.337 in 47 games through June 20, did sending him down on a good note make a difference? 

"Maybe when I'm 50, I'll think that," said a chuckling McMahon, 24.20th, 2018 

McMahon and the Rockies hope the struggles of 2018 lead to an immediate payoff. McMahon is a prime competitor for 

regular starts at second base, and those will come his way if he realizes potential for power and run production. In 2017, 

McMahon hit a combined .355, had a .986 OPS, and accumulated 20 homers and 88 RBIs in Double-A and Triple-A. 

No one is claiming the education is complete. But by not re-signing DJ LeMahieu, who joined the Yankees at two years 

and $24 million, the Rockies are giving him a shot. 

The job could go to one player or a combination. Competitors are the left-handed hitting McMahon; right-handed 

hitting Garrett Hampson (the Rockies' No. 4 prospect, according to MLB Pipeline), who also saw Major League time last 

year; right-handed hitting Pat Valaika, a bench player the last two years; and right-handed hitting Brendan Rodgers (No. 

1 Rockies and No. 10 overall, according to MLB Pipeline). 

The Rockies drafted McMahon as a third baseman; in the Minors he played third, but learned first base (where he spent 

much of last season) and second base to increase the ways to work his power into the lineup. 

"This will be his third big league camp," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "He's been in the big leagues. He's checked off 

some boxes. Some of the things you go through as a young player, he's past all that. Now it's just about performing." 

McMahon struck out 64 times in 181 at-bats last season, but he showed an ability to hit balls all over the field. Honing the 

ability to pull inside pitches could increase his home run totals, but driving the ball to all fields is part of his skill set. 
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McMahon said his coaches and teammates are good resources, but the key is boiling the information into something 

usable. 

"I can stand there with Nolan for an hour and only pick out one thing he says that helps me, because we think completely 

different," McMahon said. "That's how life is." 

The adjustment that led to last season's option to Triple-A -- starting with the bat in a better position so the body would be 

in better position -- is a principle he has simplified further. 

"There's a certain position each player has to hit the ball, and my goal is to find that position and compete," he said. "What 

helped me was having success last year. I was still dealing with a lot of bad habits I created, but I was still getting hits. 

Knowing that, and I'm moving in the right direction of being the best version of myself, gives me confidence." 

Bargain-hunting Desmond  

Each year MLB comes up with new designs for on-field gear. But center fielder Ian Desmond, in warmups last year and 

still this spring, wears a pullover -- with sleeves cut off -- with the 2007 World Series logo. That's pretty old. 

"I found it at Goodwill," said Desmond, who added that he often shops at the thrift store for a little of everything. "It was my 

favorite style. Plus it's a good reminder, that's what I'm going for." 

No real change 

Was Tuesday a day of potential distraction for the Rockies? Manny Machado's 10-year, $300 million agreement with the 

Padres means a National League West rival has added a star. And Machado's signing could be connected to talks about 

a multi-year deal with Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenado, who can be a free agent at season's end. 

Black, however, believes the Rockies can not be affected by negotiation talk. 

"At some point, there will be clarity, one way or the other," Black said. "Then, knowing Nolan, knowing how our club is 

going to handle it, for us the team will be business as usual. He's ultra-focused, as I've come to know him. I think the team 

will be able to handle whatever is in front of us." 

As for Machado, been there, faced that. The Dodgers acquired Machado in a trade last season and needed a one-game 

showdown with the Rockies to lock down the division. 
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"He was in the division last year for the most important part of the season," Black said. "The reality is a really good player 

just came into the division, but I ultimately know what we have to do is our focus." 
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Kiszla: The time has come for the Rockies to show Nolan Arenado either the money or the door 
“I’m going to go play ball this year,” Arenado said Tuesday, “and it’s most likely going to be with the Rockies.” 
By MARK KISZLA | mkiszla@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: February 19, 2019 at 6:18 pm | UPDATED: February 19, 2019 at 6:55 pm 
 
Scottsdale, Ariz. — Along with his bat and glove, Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenado brought an elephant with him to 

spring training. It’s a $300 million elephant. It won’t budge. It’s big enough to wreck all the nice things in the Colorado 

clubhouse, where championship dreams are as fragile as fine crystal. 

“I’m going to go play ball this year,” Arenado said Tuesday, “and it’s most likely going to be with the Rockies.” 

Most likely? Sorry, but any uncertainty with Colorado’s best baseball player is unacceptable. We need clarity. 

So what are the Rockies going to do about Arenado? Will they sign him? Trade him? That’s the elephant that follows 

Arenado everywhere. 

At 10:39 a.m., as Arenado walked off Field R1 at the team’s spring training complex, he heard the news that marquee free 

agent Manny Machado had agreed to a 10-year, $300 million contract with the San Diego Padres. This being 2019, the 

news was delivered to Arenado by an autograph seeker with a smartphone. 

RELATED: How is Nolan Arenado’s future with the Rockies affected by Manny Machado’s mega deal? 

“Did you hear? Machado signed with the Padres,” said Justin Wilde, a 22-year-old graduate student. “Ten and 300.” 

“Oh,” replied Arenado. “OK.” 

Wilde wore a purple T-shirt he had custom made to honor his favorite player. The shirt was adorned with a photo of 

Arenado across the chest and big white letters that proclaimed: “Nolan for President 2020.” 

Just for grins and giggles, let’s contemplate Washington, D.C., as the free-agent destination for Arenado. Would he trade 

LoDo for the White House? 

“I don’t think I have the mental skills for that,” replied Arenado, amused by the notion of moving from the hot corner to oval 

office. 

So kindly indulge me as I offer kudos. Arenado has patiently dealt with the hullabaloo about his uncertain future with great 

patience and good humor. 
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But know what’s not funny? The buzz in camp is not about whether the Rockies can win the West from the Los Angeles 

Dodgers. The big question is: What’s next for Arenado? 

“You can’t help it, your mind is always wondering what’s out there. I can’t help that as a human. In this position, I don’t 

know what it’s like out there, and a part of me wants to find out,” said Arenado, who wonders if a shiny championship ring 

might be more obtainable in L.A. or Boston or New York. 

“But a part of me is like, ‘Hey, man. I want to be one of the best Rockies players of all time.’ Those are the things I think 

about.” 

Know what I think? Arenado has rich man’s problems; $300 million is such an obscene amount of cash that if I didn’t find 

all money in baseball so funny it might make me curse the unpaid bills on my kitchen counter. 

We should thank Machado and the Padres, though. They’ve established market value. Money is just another way of 

keeping score. 

“You’re setting a standard,” Arenado said. 

So all that’s left for the Rockies and Arenado to do is quibble about the details. The standard has been set. One dollar 

more than Machado. 

Not so fast, Arenado insisted. 

“I don’t know if (Machado) has too much affect on me,” he said. 

Well, let’s not complicate matters. This deal is so simple, even a knucklehead like me could close it over lunch, if Rockies 

general manager Jeff Bridich and his superstar can agree on a restaurant. (Word to the wise: Arenado has eliminated 

cheese from his diet, so a pizza parlor is not an option.) 

If the Rockies want to keep him, here’s the deal that makes sense for Arenado: eight years, $250 million. Shorter term, 

but more money per year than Machado got. 

What’s more, there really are only two choices here: 1) Arenado signs a contract to make him a Rockie for life before 

opening day, or 2) Colorado begins looking for a trade partner Arenado will give a long-term commitment. 
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Manager Bud Black feels confident Arenado won’t allow contract stuff to distract him or derail the team on its journey to 

the playoffs. 

“For Nolan and the team, it will be business as usual,” Black said, “because he’s ultra-focused as a player. And I think the 

team will be able to handle whatever’s in front of us in that regard.” 

No more dilly, no more dally. Let’s get down to the real nitty-gritty. Make Arenado a fair offer. Then respectfully ask him to 

take it. Or leave. Nothing personal. It’s just business. 

That extra baggage Arenado lugged to spring training? The big, fat pachyderm has got to go. Pronto. Why? We all know 

what happens when you leave an elephant locked too long in a baseball clubhouse. 

It makes a big stink. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    

10 
 

How is Nolan Arenado’s future with the Rockies affected by Manny Machado’s mega deal? 
Colorado third baseman: “Your mind can’t help but wondering what’s out there” 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: February 19, 2019 at 2:36 pm | UPDATED: February 19, 2019 at 9:01 pm 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Infielder Manny Machado’s historic contract agreement with San Diego on Tuesday hit Major 

League Baseball like a tidal wave, but how it affects Nolan Arenado‘s future with the Rockies remains to be seen. 

One thing, however, does seem clear: Arenado wants to explore all of his options. 

Machado agreed to a 10-year, $300 million deal with the Padres, according to various reports, making it the biggest free-

agent contract in American sports history. 

Arenado, the six-time Gold Glove third baseman, and four-time all-star, is scheduled to become a free agent after the 

2019 season, and Machado’s monstrous deal could make it difficult for the Rockies to make a similar offer. Arenado, 

though happy for Machado, said he wasn’t sure what the news means to him. 

“I don’t know. I don’t think it really has too much effect on me,” he said after his morning workout here.  “I’m happy he 

signed. It’s good for baseball. It’s a well-deserved contract. We need these guys signed and these guys playing ball. 

“I’m happy for him. I hope he’s happy. I don’t know if it has an effect on me, but he’s a little bit younger … teams look at 

things a little bit different because of that stuff.” 

Arenado turns 28 on April 16, while Machado turns 27 on July 6. 

Asked if he thinks he’ll land a 10-year deal, Arenado laughed and said: “I don’t know. I’m 27 now, meaning I’d play until 

I’m 37? I don’t know if teams are going to be giving that away to me.” 

Arenado said he’s considering a number of factors regarding his next contract, including the city he’ll play in, his next 

team’s future and, of course, the money. 

“I’ve lived in Denver, but your mind can’t help but wondering what’s out there, right?” he said. “I can’t help that, as a 

human, and as a person in this position, I’m like, ‘Hey, I don’t know what’s out there.’ 

“Part of me wants to find out, but part of me wants to be one of the best Rockies players of all time. So those are the 

things I think about.” 
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Arenado also made it clear that he will consider the larger landscape of baseball and how his next contract will impact his 

fellow players, whom he called his brethren. 

“Absolutely,” he said. “You have to think about baseball. I think you think about the group, and you are setting a standard 

for the guys around you. You definitely think about the players. That’s why we communicate with the  players’ association 

about a lot of things. We have to understand what’s good for the players.” 

Arenado said he’s a great positing heading into the 2019 season. 

“I have a contract right now and I get to play ball this year and it’s most likely going to be with the Rockies,” he said. 

Arenado signed a record one-year, $26 million contract prior to spring training to avoid facing salary arbitration. He had 

originally asked for $30 million and the Rockies countered with a $24 million offer. Arenado has repeatedly said he was 

happy with how those negotiations went. 

And Rockies owner Dick Monfort recently told The Denver Post that he was optimistic the club could construct a long-term 

deal to keep their third baseman. 

“I’m optimistic that we are close enough that something will come about,” Monfort said. “It’s in Nolan’s hands, but my last 

impression with him is that this is something he wants to do.” 

Negotiations have continued throughout the winter, but Arenado said there is no rush to work out a contract. 

“The front office has been great, super honest and really open to questions,” he said. “If it doesn’t get done this spring, 

that’s OK. It doesn’t mean it will never happen. 

“It’s a long season and the focus is on the team. The front office is trying to help us win games and I’m trying to do the 

same thing, so that will be our No. 1 focus.” 
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Rockies’ Jon Gray packs on pounds, dismisses criticism he’s “mentally weak” 
“I’m right where I need to be” 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: February 19, 2019 at 7:51 am | UPDATED: February 19, 2019 at 3:00 pm 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Jon Gray looks terrific, but he’s got a lot to prove. 

During the offseason, the Rockies’ 6-foot-4 right-hander packed on the pounds and now weighs in at 235 pounds. At one 

point last season he was down to 209. His Weight Watchers program included “eating anything and everything,” and 

dedicating himself to heavy lifting in the weight room. 

Gray’s struggles last season, and his game plan for this offseason have been well- documented. But what about his 

mental strength? 

“I’m right where I need to be,” said Gray, the third overall pick of the 2013 draft. “I’ve been through it all. I’m ready to kick 

some (butt).” 

Though Gray did read a “little bit” about the mind-sports connection this offseason, he did not work with a mental skills 

coach. 

“It was just me,” he said. “It’s got to come from within me.” 

Gray’s critics, from fans to the media, have questioned his ability to perform under pressure. They contend that that Gray 

is fine physically, but weak mentally. How does he respond to that? 

“It’s so ridiculous, I can’t even respond to it,” he said. 

Gray explained further: “I wasn’t at a point last year, to feel strong, to feel confident. It was hard, because I was doing 

everything I knew and I still wasn’t getting results.” 

He also dismissed the idea that he folds in high-pressure moments, such as the 2017 wild-card game at Arizona when 

experienced a 1 1/3-inning, four-run collapse in a loss to the Diamondbacks. 

Gray said he wants to pitch in big games, in big moments. He points to his performance at Fenway Park in May 

2016 when he pitched 7 1/3 innings, allowing two runs on five hits as the Rockies beat Boston 8-2. 

“Pitching at Fenway that night, after giving up a home run to “Big Pappy” (slugger David Ortiz), and then going seven 

innings, those are the games that I love,” Gray said. “When you endure that, there is a whole lot the enjoy in the end.” 
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In 2018, Gray finished 12-9 with a 5.12 ERA, giving up 27 home runs. This season, he’s penciled in as Colorado’s No. 4 

starter behind Kyle Freeland, German Marquez and Tyler Anderson. 
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The sacrifice of Charlie Blackmon 
By Nick Groke 3h ago | The Athletic 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Charlie Blackmon walks the expanse of grass at Coors Field always with a plan. He is a shepherd 

in pinstripes, pointing and prodding his team in the correct direction. And for most of his eight-year career with the 

Rockies, Blackmon led them front and center. 

A three-time All-Star and two-time Silver Slugger, Blackmon focused himself on the tiniest details of his two great 

responsibilities: defending center field and hitting leadoff. His health and his slugging percentage suffered. 

He could have been something else, a power-hitting RBI machine, perhaps, or a corner outfielder hunting home runs. But 

his sacrifice helped drag the Rockies from the cellar of the National League West into World Series contention. And he 

wonders. 

“Part of me wants more,” Blackmon said. “Part of me wants to hit in the middle of the order and be the guy who gets the 

big hit. But at the same time, I feel like I’m doing a pretty good job of being the guy who scores the runs. 

“Should I hope for something that I haven’t really done before? Or should I stick with what I’ve been pretty good at 

historically?” he said. “It’s hard to say.” 

The Rockies decided for him. A series of moves put in motion soon after their sweeping defeat in a National League 

Division Series against the Brewers last season will call on Blackmon to morph himself into something new. 

Blackmon will move from his perch in center field to right field this season, Colorado manager Bud Black said Monday at 

Salt River Fields. And after flirting with him down the order last season, trying to take advantage of his slugging potential, 

Black will prop Blackmon back into a more permanent role as leadoff. 

The Rockies need Blackmon to be the Blackmon he always was — even at the expense of the Blackmon he could be. 

“He hasn’t made a scene about it or been all bitter. He’s the same guy,” Rockies All-Star Nolan Arenado said. “But 

subconsciously, everyone would probably be bothered by it a little bit. Whenever you get moved, it’s like, ‘Is it because I 

was bad?’ If they told me I had to move from third base, it would be a tough adjustment. 

“Charlie is a great teammate,” Arenado added. “He’s willing to do whatever he has to do to help his team win, to make us 

better.” 

The changes are meant to minimize the Rockies’ weaknesses and amplify their strengths. Blackmon’s bump to right field 

will allow Ian Desmond to move from first base to center field, a spot where the nomad defender might rely more on his 
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athleticism and less on mastering the intricacies of a position. Daniel Murphy will take over at first. David Dahl will play in 

left. 

Blackmon’s return to the leadoff spot will keep young hitters from having to struggle through figuring it out. Dahl, Garrett 

Hampson and Raimel Tapia, for example, have not yet proved they can handle that spot. The Rockies had moved 

Blackmon to the second and third spots in the order last season trying to boost run production, using his power to knock in 

runs instead of setting them up. 

No player in the Rockies’ 27-year history has more at-bats from the leadoff spot and more innings played in center field 

than Blackmon. Only Dexter Fowler approximated Blackmon’s output in either job over his six seasons in Colorado 

through 2013, but he is more than 1,400 at-bats and 700 innings behind. 

“Charlie is fine. He’s way on-board,” Black said. “You know what Charlie wants to do? Win games.” 

Black believes Blackmon is more comfortable in right field, having played there in the minor leagues. The manager rates 

Blackmon’s arm and Dahl’s about average on the scouting scale, believing the throwing strength needed from right field is 

a wash between them. He thinks Dahl has a little more range in the large left-field gap at Coors Field. 

After players scattered for their offseasons, Black called Blackmon to warn him what was coming. The Rockies needed to 

save Blackmon’s legs in order to make use of his bat, and playing in a corner outfield spot might rescue him from some 

physical duties. 

Coors Field sports the largest outfield in the major leagues, by square acreage, and the run from the dugout to center field 

and back again every inning accounts for about 55 miles every season. That includes just arriving at his position, not the 

sprints involved with fielding during play, and only at elevation in Denver, not including road games. 

And yet, for five years, Blackmon has been remarkably reliable, averaging 154 games per season. That’s why Blackmon’s 

first advice to Desmond was to “sleep a little longer, try to drink more water, just be ready for the grind,” he said. It is a 

physical position on par with catching, but one even more hampered by playing a mile above sea level. 

Blackmon, though, is not ready to settle down. When asked if he learned anything watching Carlos González ably defend 

right field for several years, Blackmon joked about tag-teaming that side of the outfield. 

“CarGo would give me this look when a ball is hit in the gap, like, ‘You’re gonna get that, right?’” Blackmon said. “So 

hopefully I can give that look to Ian a little bit less.” 
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The Rockies tried this before, bouncing Blackmon around trying to squeeze every bit of production from him they can. 

After he won the NL batting title in 2017, with a .331 average and a 1.000 OPS, Black decided to move Blackmon to the 

middle of the order, toying with him in the third spot, in front of Nolan Arenado. The idea was to get runners on base in 

front of him and let Blackmon knock them in. 

“I felt like I was free to hit and do whatever I want,” he said. “I can just go out and do what I think is the best thing to get a 

hit.” 

But no one proved more able to reach base than Blackmon, so while his RBI rate ticked up hitting second and third, his 

OPS fell. And hitting leadoff is a discipline that Blackmon has mastered better than his teammates. It is a job that requires 

waiving your goals for the sake of others. 

“Let’s be real,” Arenado said. “All my RBIs have been with him on base, him and DJ (LeMahieu). He brings that dynamic 

threat. It’s huge for us.” 

A leadoff is not always able to swing aggressively, even at pitches down the middle. His are often team at-bats, allowing 

the hitters behind him on deck to see a pitcher before they step to the plate. And if a pitcher grounds out in front of him, 

Blackmon will take pitches to extend his at-bat and allow the pitcher extra rest. 

“There are a lot of things I do differently as a leadoff hitter than I would do if I hit further down the order,” Blackmon said. 

“I’m comfortable there. I’m not saying that’s where I want to hit all the time. But I do think it’s probably easier for me to 

continue hitting there than it is for someone else. It’s not something that you can just show up and get comfortable doing.” 

He has been a basestealer (43 stolen bases in 2015) and a home run hitter (95 in the past three seasons) and a run 

scorer (led the league the past two years). But maybe Blackmon’s best position, the role he is most suited for, the job the 

Rockies need from him most is to sacrifice himself. 

“Buddy assured me that this was going to help the Rockies win more games,” Blackmon said, “and I’m all about that.” 
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Realigned Rockies Outfield Takes Advantage of Skills and Athleticism 

Tracy Ringolsby | InsideTheSeams 
 

In the course of a 12-year big-league career, Pete Incaviglia was given the opportunity to start in center field 15 
times – 10 games in 1989 and five more in 1990. 

“That’s when I realized how much I wish I was faster,” Incaviglia explained with a chuckle. “There’s a lot of ground 
to cover, but you get such a true read on the baseball.” 

Truth be told, center field, other than the fact there is a lot of open space, is the most forgiving of the three outfield 
positions. 

“You get a true read of the ball off the bat, and you get a feel for the pitch selection and the (expected) pitch 
location so it allows you to have that jump when the ball comes off the bat,” he said. 

With that in mind, don’t read too much into the decisions the Rockies have made on their outfield alignment. Charlie 
Blackmon is moving from center field to right field. Ian Desmond is moving from first base to center field. David 
Dahl is going to take over in left field. 

It's not a knock on any of the three players involved. It’s designed to strengthen the Rockies outfield alignment. 

"In our park, I like right for Charlie," Black said. "Making this change, he's probably more comfortable in right. He 
played more right in the Minors. David might have a little bit more range in left. Left field needs range in our park. 
We went through it a little bit, and those are some of the things we're thinking." 

Consider the following: 

n Dahl, a former first-round draft choice, is the hope for the Rockies future. He has the strongest arm and is 
arguably the fastest of the three. So why put him in left field, which has a reputation for being the home for 
outfielders with a defensive deficiency? 

Because left-field at Coors Field is different than anywhere else. It covers more ground than any outfield in MLB, 
which puts an emphasis on speed to cut balls off down the line and in the left-center gap. 

"It's pretty tough in left -- the ball comes off the bat a little different, especially at Coors, where the ball carries," said 
Dahl. "You have to take good angles. … You just have to get some work in out there and get some work in during 
BP and drills and everything." 

When the late Don Baylor managed the Rockies, in the pre-humidor days, he picked up a move by then Cubs 
manager Jim Riggleman, who would bunch his left fielder toward center with the idea that if the ball hit down the 
line is a double, regardless, but by bunching the moving the left fielder more toward center it could cut down on 
those bloopers that fall in over shortstop that frustrate pitchers. 

n Desmond is 33, but he is still in prime physical condition. He has excellent instincts and when he was moved from 
shortstop, his original position, to the outfield with the Rangers in 2016, he quickly adapted to center field, only to 
be moved to left field his first year with the Rockies and then first base last year. Now he is back in center. 

"It's humbling to be able to do this at 33 years old," said Desmond. "God blessed me with the ability to get faster 
and maintain strength and all that stuff at 33. We'll see what happens." 

Desmond's arm isn’t as strong as Dahl or Blackmon, but then center field puts less a premium on arm strength than 
the other two spots. 
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n Blackmon came up a right fielder but quickly moved to center. Moving him back to right field lessns the physical 
demand because it means less ground to cover, but it also puts an emphasis on his arm because of opportunities 
to throw out runners. 

"The right-field arm is probably more important than the center-field arm, especially in Coors Field," Blackmon said. 
"The center fielder is so far from the infield, it's hard to throw guys out. It'll come into play a lot more in right field. 
I'm aware of that, so I'm gonna try to throw real good." 

The other plus are Blackmon's on-field instincts because of the high right field wall with the old-fashioned 
scoreboard. 

The ball can take strange direction when it hits off that scoreboard, putting an emphasis on the right fielder being 
able to anticipate. 

There also is a chance to deke runners, which was a specialty of Larry Walker in his days patrolling right field at 
Coors. With a high fly ball, Walker could camp on the warning track, pounding his glove in anticipation of catching 
the ball. As often as not, the ball was headed for the scoreboard, but Walker’s deke would force a runner on first or 
second to hang back and tag up, instead of taking off on contract. 

With Blackmon’s instincts and athleticism, he should be a perfect fit to exploit the nuances of right field at Coors. 

The bonus for the Rockies is the athleticism of all three outfielders – any of which can play center field or left field, 
and Dahl and Blackmon both projecting well in right field. It gives manager Bud Black the opportunity to juggle 
positioning if a need arises and gives him more flexibility on days one of the regular needs a breather. 
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Blake St. Ball TV: How will Daniel Murphy impact the Colorado Rockies? 

  
by Luke Mullins - 4 hours ago | RoxPile 
 

For the most part, the Colorado Rockies had a quiet offseason … but that doesn’t mean it was an unproductive 

offseason. 

The team’s young core of pitching and offense remains intact for another season with their sights set on a championship. 

The Colorado Rockies‘ offseason focused on two major storylines: The efforts to extend third baseman Nolan 

Arenado and the search for a strong offensive presence to take over first base. 

Rumors abound that the Rockies are getting close to a long-term deal with Arenado and they have already found their 

solution (at least for two seasons) at first base. Former Washington Nationals and New York Mets slugger Daniel 

Murphy has agreed to a two-year, $24 million contract with the Rockies with the intention of having him play primarily 

first base. 

Murphy first began to make a name for himself during his historic 2015 postseason with the Mets, hitting seven home runs 

in nine games against the Los Angeles Dodgers and the Chicago Cubs. He has not missed the postseason since, 

returning twice with the Nats and facing the Rockies in the National League Wild Card game last season with the Cubs. 

In 2016 and 2017, Murphy led the NL in doubles, hitting 47 and 43 respectively. Murphy battled injuries at the start of 

2018 but, assuming he remains healthy, he’s a good candidate to lead the league in doubles again in 2019, especially if 

you take into account the notorious outfield gaps boasted by Coors Field. 

The guys at Blake Street Ball recently broke down the Murphy acquisition and explained why they’re excited to watch him 

in 2019: 

Whether it is his offensive prowess, his veteran leadership or his playoff experience, Murphy seems to be just what the 

Rockies’ lineup needs to take that next step. 
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