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Lynn jumps right in with competitive Twins 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | March 13, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- It's a good thing Twins chief baseball officer Derek Falvey didn't turn off his phone. 

After trading for right-hander Jake Odorizzi from the Rays on Feb. 17, Falvey said he'd continue to monitor the market and would leave his phone 
on, but he wasn't expecting to make any more moves. But since then, the Twins signed designated hitter Logan Morrison to a one-year deal on 
Feb. 28, and right-hander Lance Lynn joined the Twins on a one-year, $12 million deal, getting officially introduced on Tuesday before his start 
against the Orioles at Hammond Stadium. Minnesota has become a destination for veteran players looking to win and the Twins capitalized on the 
unusual free-agent market this year. 

"We've been looking for talent, impact and experience as part of that, and capping this offseason for us with Lance Lynn is an incredible 
opportunity for our team," Falvey said. "Lance is somebody we know fits our clubhouse and our dynamic as a team, when you talk about him as a 
competitor. This is someone who's going to help lead our pitching staff every time he takes the ball on the mound." 

"When I looked at the offseason, I wanted to go somewhere where they had a chance to win, no matter what," Lynn said. "And this is a place that 
presented itself as the offseason went on. It seemed like a perfect fit, and I'm looking forward to doing what I have to do and taking the ball when 
it's my turn." 

Lynn, 30, officially signed his deal on Monday after passing his physical and said he believes he'll be ready for the start of the season, despite 
signing with a little more than two weeks until Opening Day. He trained in Jupiter, throwing several live bullpen sessions to get ready for his 
Grapefruit League debut on Tuesday, in which he struck out five Orioles in three hitless innings, walking one. The Twins lost the game, 7-5. Lynn 
is likely to make two additional Spring Training starts, but he could be held back for a final one on the Minor League side. 
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"I walked a guy, but outside of that, everything went as smooth as it possibly could," Lynn said with a smile. "After this, I'll be set going forward. 
To get to three [innings] in my first one was pretty fun. There was a long inning before my last one and it was good to have that and get the body 
going in the third inning. To get out there and have success right away is good but there's still a lot of work to be done." 

Lynn has been a workhorse throughout his career, ranking among the most consistent Major League starters since he debuted with the Cardinals 
in 2011. He has made at least 29 starts in each of his five full big league seasons, topped 200 innings twice and compiled a career 3.38 ERA that 
ranks 14 percent better than the league-adjusted ERA+ over that span. Lynn sat out the 2016 season to recover from Tommy John surgery, but he 
bounced back to compile a 3.43 ERA over 33 starts -- which tied for the most of any National League pitcher -- for St. Louis last year. 

The glacial pace to the free-agent market this season meant that Lynn, one of the more high-profile starters available, had to wait until two weeks 
before Opening Day to find a team. The veteran says that doesn't concern him now, and he expressed confidence that he'll be ready to roll in the 
first week of the season. 

"The chip on my shoulder has been there since I was born -- that's what my dad says," Lynn joked. "This market hasn't changed that. That's 
something I use to compete, and it helps drive me." 

Strengthening the starting rotation was the Twins' most pressing need entering the offseason, but Minnesota has made a flurry of moves to address 
it, including trading for Odorizzi. The team also signed veteran Anibal Sanchez in February, but it released him to make room for Lynn on the 40-
man roster. The Twins' projected rotation now features Lynn, Odorizzi, Jose Berrios and Kyle Gibson, with possible contributions from Phil 
Hughes as last year's ace, Ervin Santana, works his way back from a surgically repaired middle finger on his right pitching hand. 

"Building depth in our rotation was a goal and I think we've been able to do that with flying colors," said manager Paul Molitor. "It certainly 
makes us stronger that we're going to open the season with a rotation from top to bottom. There's a certain grittiness in the way Lance does things 
that I hope permeates through our clubhouse. We're not gonna ask him to change anything about who he is." 

Lynn, though, showed off his sense of humor during the press conference, making quips about Morrison's propensity to be loud, his excitement 
about leaving the NL after a career .085 batting average and calling his mentors, such as Adam Wainwright, Chris Carpenter, Jake Westbrook and 
John Lackey, "elderly." But while he ribbed Morrison, Lynn said the lefty slugger played a role in his decision to sign with Minnesota. 

"He tells you the truth," Lynn said. "I got his opinion and Zach Duke. They're both guys I think highly of as people and players, so it made for a 
pretty easy choice." 

 

 

 

Romero, Gonsalves among Twins optioned 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | March 13, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- With the Twins adding Jake Odorizzi and Lance Lynn to bolster their rotation this spring, the club optioned several of 
their top young pitchers before Tuesday's 7-5 loss to the Orioles, including lefties Adalberto Mejia and Stephen Gonsalves, right-handers Aaron 
Slegers and Fernando Romero and reliever John Curtiss. 

Romero, ranked as the club's No. 2 prospect and No. 68 overall per MLB Pipeline, was sent to Double-A Chattanooga, while the other four were 
optioned to Triple-A Rochester. Mejia lost his prospect status and his rookie eligibility last year after posting a 4.50 ERA in 21 starts with 
Minnesota, but Gonsalves is ranked as the club's No. 3 prospect and Curtiss is ranked 21st. Slegers is not among Minnesota's Top 30 prospects. 

"The equation changes when you make additions and it has a trickle-down effect on people," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "The moves today 
made sense even without the addition of Lance to some degree, but you put all those things together when you make those kinds of choices." 

• Twins introduce Lynn before stellar debut 

Mejia, 24, had the best chance of the group of making the club heading into spring, but with the Twins likely to open with a four-man rotation, he 
was hurt by the additions of Odorizzi and Lynn to join Jose Berrios and Kyle Gibson. Right-hander Phil Hughes was also sharp against the 
Yankees on Monday, and the Twins will continue to give Hughes a long look, as he's under contract for the next two seasons and is healthy after a 
second surgery to alleviate thoracic outlet syndrome. 

"Any time you get a young pitcher in the room and you tell them they're going to the Minor Leagues, it's tough," Twins chief baseball officer 
Derek Falvey said. "When you look at where we're at with our depth, we feel like Phil is fully healthy, which is really good to see, and is getting 
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back to where he needs to be. I think him looking good has helped us and we've talked about using four starters out of the gate and for the vast 
majority of April." 

Romero, 23, had the most impressive spring of the five, throwing eight hitless innings, including three perfect frames against the Rays on Sunday. 
He'll be stretched out on the Minor League side and is headed back to Double-A, as he's never pitched at Triple-A before. 

"He's not unlike Lance in some ways, as a competitor," Falvey said. "He understands where things are. He's somebody we believe has a high 
ceiling. But we're running out of innings for starters and we need to get guys ready on the Minor League side." 

Gonsalves, 23, made two Grapefruit League appearances, allowing one run in 3 2/3 innings, and also threw two scoreless frames against the 
University of Minnesota. Slegers, 25, saw action in four games, including three starts, and posted a 5.40 ERA in 10 innings. Curtiss, 24, allowed 
one run in five innings, but walked four, so working on command will be important for him going forward. 

Camp battles  

Outfielder Zack Granite, competing with Robbie Grossman for the fourth outfielder role, helped his cause by drawing a walk in the second and 
dropping down a perfectly executed RBI bunt single with two outs in the third to cap a four-run inning. 

Injury updates 

• First baseman/designated hitter Logan Morrison returned to the lineup on Tuesday against the Orioles after suffering a right glute strain on 
Wednesday. He flied out to left in his first at-bat, singled in the fourth inning and walked twice. 

• Left fielder Eddie Rosario, who has been out since March 4 with triceps tendonitis, will begin his throwing program on Wednesday and will sere 
as designated hitter on Friday. There's no timetable for his return to left field, but he's expected to be ready by Opening Day. 

• Utility infielder Ehire Adrianza, who was out since March 6 with a left calf strain, returned to action on Tuesday, replacing Jorge Polanco at 
shortstop in the fifth inning. Adrianza went 0-for-2. 

Up next 

Right-hander Tyler Duffey will get his first start of the spring against the Red Sox on Wednesday at 12:05 p.m. CT at Hammond Stadium. Duffey 
is on the periphery of the rotation battle, but his best shot at making the club is in long relief. Other pitchers scheduled to see action include Zach 
Duke, Addison Reed and Alan Busenitz. The game will be broadcast live on Gameday Audio. 

 

 

Lance Lynn says Twins 'seemed like a perfect fit' 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | March 14, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, FLA. – Lance Lynn articulated how far the Twins have come this winter. 

“When I looked at the offseason, I wanted to go somewhere where they had a chance to win no matter what,” the newest Twins pitcher said 
Tuesday during his introductory news conference, “and this is a place that presented itself as the offseason went on.” 

As the offseason went on, the Twins shifted from having hopes of signing righthander Yu Darvish to a deal that would have cost at least $20 
million a year to bringing in three players — Lynn, pitcher Jake Odorizzi and slugger Logan Morrison — for about $24.8 million in base salary. 
Lynn signed a one-year, $12 million contract Monday and was impressed by how the Twins have built their roster. 

“I don’t think I’m taking a risk at all,” the righthander said. “I wanted to go to a place that had a chance to win, no matter what. It seemed like a 
perfect fit.” 

Lynn, 30, will receive a $1 million bonus for reaching 170 innings and another $1 million if he reaches 180 innings. 

“It’s just another high-end piece for us,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “As a manager, when you have these types of moves, it is really 
exciting.” 

A little more than two hours later, Lynn threw three hitless innings in his Twins debut. He used 41 pitches, including only eight in the second 
inning. He displayed a fastball that touched 94 miles an hour a couple of times and the ability to sink pitches and keep them down in the strike 
zone. 
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“To get out there and have success right away is good,” Lynn said, “but there’s still a lot of work to be done.” 

Molitor liked what he saw. 

“Attack, that’s what I thought,” Molitor said. “You’re not sure how sharp his command was going to be, but he poured it in there pretty good.” 

Lynn could make two more starts in camp, but might need one more appearance in the minors in order to strengthen his arm. Twins General 
Manager Thad Levine told MLB Network that Lynn could start April 2 or 4 in Pittsburgh. The Twins open March 29 in Baltimore. 

Signing Lynn raised the Twins payroll to the $128 million range, but Chief Baseball Officer Derek Falvey said owner Jim Pohlad didn’t hesitate 
to “go beyond our comfort level” with the signing. 

Lynn entered the offseason hoping for a big multiyear deal, but ended up signing for one year to possibly re-enter the market after the 2018 
season. When asked about motivation, he said, “The chip on my shoulder’s been there since I was born. I’m pretty sure that’s the way my dad 
says it. So that’s not changing. This market’s not changing that. That’s something I use to compete and it helps drive me.” 

But when it was time to choose a team it was the Twins, based on how they have added players in recent weeks. 

Odorizzi joined Feb. 17 in a trade with Tampa Bay. Morrison, Odorizzi’s teammate with the Rays, decided to sign with the Twins for $6.5 million 
with incentives Feb. 28. 

Morrison happened to be working out with Lynn at the Cressey Sports Performance Center in Jupiter, Fla. Lynn saw what the Twins were doing 
and decided to join them. 

“You guys know Logan briefly, but it’s hard not to hear him,” Lynn said. “He’s great for a lot of different things. He tells you the truth. When it 
came down to choosing at the end, I got his opinion and [new Twins pitcher] Zach Duke’s. I’ve known Zach for more than two years now, and 
they’re both guys I think highly of as people and players, so it was a pretty easy choice.” 

Each move seemed to build momentum into the next one. Now the Twins are viewed as a destination franchise. They’ve come a long way from 
late July, when they pivoted from being buyers to sellers in a span of a week. 

“Players want to be part of a winning environment and a part of a competitive environment,” Falvey said. “[Lynn] wants to compete, he wants to 
win. Those were the options he was looking at. It’s great a year later to be in a position — where, last year, maybe [we] were hopeful we’d be 
moving in the right direction — to now have expectations.” 

An All-Star in 2012, Lynn has been a double-digit winner with the Cardinals five times, and owns a 3.38 ERA in 183 career games. Lynn missed 
the 2016 season after undergoing Tommy John surgery to replace a ligament in his right elbow, but started 33 games for St. Louis last year — 
tying for the National League lead — and went 11-8 with a 3.43 ERA. 

Lynn declined a $17.4 million qualifying offer from St. Louis in November. Because he was tendered, the Twins will forfeit their third-round 
pick, No. 95 overall, in June’s draft and lose $500,000 in their international free-agent budget. 

If the Twins get the production from Lynn they expect, it will be worth the move. 

“It’s a new opportunity to show what I can do in a new league and all that,” Lynn said. “So I’m definitely looking forward to it, and just excited 
for a chance to play for a team that’s got a chance to win.” 

 

 

Despite impressive Lance Lynn outing, Orioles thump Twins 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | March 14, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. – Garvin Alston walked past Lance Lynn’s locker Tuesday and noticed all the media members waiting for the Twins’ new 
righthander. The pitching coach stopped and asked rhetorically, “How’s that for a debut?” 

Yep, the starting pitcher who hadn’t faced a batter yet this spring couldn’t have been better, going three hitless innings one day after signing a 
one-year contract, striking out five of the 10 hitters he faced and not allowing a ball to reach the outfield. 

But the pitchers who have been in camp for a month, who are expected to hold down key spots in Minnesota’s bullpen? They could use a little of 
that Lynn luck. 
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New closer Fernando Rodney allowed a run for the second time in three spring outings, and Trevor Hildenberger and Taylor Rogers both 
surrendered runs for the third consecutive appearance apiece. Baltimore battered the Twins bullpen to rally from a four-run deficit and stop the 
Twins’ Grapefruit League winning streak at five with a 7-5 victory at Hammond Stadium. 

Orioles shortstop Manny Machado doubled off Rodney and scored on a Pedro Alvarez single, then singled home an unearned run against 
Hildenberger, who also allowed a two-run homer to Orioles catcher Austin Wynns. Rogers allowed a two-run homer by Baltimore outfielder 
Anthony Santander that put the Orioles ahead for good. 

“I know they would like to have a clean inning, after giving up some hits lately,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said about his relievers. “It’s not 
overly concerning to me, as far as watching how they work and the pitches they’re throwing.” 

The Twins blew a 4-0 lead built upon the wildness of Orioles starter Chris Tillman, who walked six of the 14 hitters he faced, including one with 
the bases loaded. Reliever Donnie Hart also walked in a run. 

After Baltimore tied the score against Hildenberger, outfielder Ryan LaMarre temporarily gave the Twins the lead with a double to center that 
scored Brock Stassi. LaMarre also hit a sacrifice fly and became the first Twin this spring to reach 10 RBI. 

 

 

Twins' Brian Dozier says teams tanking to rebuild hurt the game 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | March 14, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, FLA. – As a veteran who has a growing thirst for playing in the World Series, Brian Dozier loves the fact that Lance Lynn signed 
a below-market-value contract to make his team’s starting rotation even deeper. 

As a proud major league player and the Twins’ player representative — and yes, as a future free agent himself — Dozier sees Lynn’s 
disappointing deal and the similar deep discount Logan Morrison gave to join the Twins as a terrible sign for the sport he loves. 

One reason free agents found few bidders and lowball contracts this winter, Dozier said he believes, is the latter-day reality that several teams are 
stripping themselves of veterans in order to embark on long-term rebuilding projects. 

“The whole thing this winter was, you have teams that just don’t care about winning. When did that become acceptable?” Dozier lamented. “Man, 
what does that say to your fan base? I don’t ever want to disappoint Twins fans, but there are teams out there that apparently don’t care about their 
fans. We’ve got teams now that are OK with losing, and that’s not OK with [the players].” 

The perception that the Cubs and Astros won the past two world championships by previously enduring 100-loss seasons in order to stockpile 
high draft picks has made the problem worse, Dozier said. “When you have half the league trying to dump their best players in trade and accept 
losing, that should never be OK. That’s what kills the market,” Dozier said. “The players want every team to try to win.” 

Noncompetitive teams risk alienating young fans, he said. “Trying to win, that’s what draws younger people to the game. We hear all this about 
speeding up games, trying to do all these [side issues] — people just want to see you win. They want to know you’re trying,” Dozier said. “And if 
you aren’t, that drives people away from the game. We want baseball to keep growing, and if you make it acceptable not to try, you’re hurting the 
game.” 

Five players cut 

It’s no coincidence that on the same day Lynn made his Twins debut, four other starting pitchers — and one reliever — were optioned to the 
minors. 

Righthander Fernando Romero was optioned to Class AA Chattanooga, while fellow righthander Aaron Slegers and lefties Stephen Gonsalves 
and Adalberto Mejia were sent to Class AAA Rochester. Righthanded reliever John Curtiss was optioned to Rochester as well. 

Those moves clarify the Twins’ rotation. Only five starters remain in camp, plus the injured Ervin Santana. The competition for the fifth starter — 
who will only be needed twice in the first three weeks — boils down to Tyler Duffey vs. Phil Hughes. 

Romero, who was never considered for the bullpen, wasn’t surprised by the demotion, according to Chief Baseball Officer Derek Falvey, even 
though he hadn’t allowed a hit in eight innings this spring. “Last year when we sent him down to the minors, he was particularly disappointed 
about not making the team. He’s a competitor,” Falvey said. “This year, with the maturity that comes a year later, he understands where things 
are. He hasn’t pitched in Triple-A yet, and he’s somebody we think has real impact and high ceiling.” 
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Etc. 

• Eddie Rosario, out a week because of tendinitis in his right arm, will begin a throwing program, manager Paul Molitor said, and could serve as 
designated hitter by Friday. 

Up next 

Duffey tries to make his case for a rotation spot in his first spring start against the Red Sox at Hammond Stadium, 12:05 p.m. 

 

 

Then and now, chance to win draws free agents to Minnesota 
Patrick Reusse | Star Tribune | March 14, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, FLA. – The Twins introduced Lance Lynn at a Tuesday morning media session. A couple of hours later, the 30-year-old 
righthander threw his first exhibition pitches of the spring, hit 94 miles per hour and went three scoreless innings with five strikeouts and one walk 
against Baltimore. 

 

Lynn had been asked if the inability to find an adequate multiyear contract and settling for a one-year deal had put a “chip on his shoulder,” and 
he offered this response: 

 

“The chip on my shoulder’s been there since I was born. I’m pretty sure that’s the way my dad says it. So that’s not changing.” 

 

Lynn had spent a decade in the Cardinals organization and that quote lined up with an observation received from a St. Louis baseball writer 
Monday: 

 

“He wants the ball, he wants to win, and he doesn’t suffer fools.” 

 

The Vikings will receive a visit from quarterback Kirk Cousins on Wednesday and there’s a strong expectation he will agree to a three-year, $84 
million deal. 

 

 Free agents are thinking about Minnesota as a place where they can be part of winning teams. 

  

FILE PHOTOS 

Free agents are thinking about Minnesota as a place where they can be part of winning teams. 

Washington kept putting franchise tags on Cousins rather than give him a multiyear deal. 

 

The signing of Lynn and the arrival of Cousins provide historical comparisons for these franchises, the pair that arrived at Met Stadium in 1961 
and turned our prairie outpost into a major league market. 

 

There was a call placed Tuesday and it was answered by a man skiing in the mountains of Park City, Utah. 
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“The Twins have signed a veteran righthanded starter with a reputation for being grumpy,” I said. “He had to settle for a one-year deal due to the 
absence of multiyear offers with generous dollars. 

 

“Does that sound familiar?” 

 

Jack Morris laughed slightly and said: “I don’t know about grumpy, but the rest of it sounds like a world championship to me.” 

 

Morris had started for a dozen years in Detroit when he hit the free agent market at age 35 in 1991. 

 

“We still had the remnants of collusion,” Morris said. “I was disgusted with what Detroit offered, and there were only one-year deals out there.” 

 

So the St. Paul guy decided to come home? 

 

“No; I knew the Twins were good,” Morris said. “And when they got Chili [Davis], I thought, ‘OK, the Twins want to win it again.’ ” 

 

Morris signed a one-year deal for $3.75 million, with the idea that a strong season could loosen up the free-agent market. He became the pitching 
hero of a World Series winner in 1991 and received a two-year, $10 million contract from Toronto, with a $1 million buyout at the end. 

 

On Tuesday, Lynn said: “When I looked at the offseason, I wanted to go somewhere where they had a chance to win no matter what. And this is a 
place that presented itself as the offseason went on.” 

 

The latest presentation of the Twins’ interest in winning came with the Chili-like acquisition of Logan Morrison, slugger of 38 home runs in 2017, 
who agreed to a one-year, $6.5 million contract as a free agent on Feb. 26. 

 

Morrison and Zach Duke, a reliever signed earlier, encouraged Lynn to sign with the Twins, and he took an offer that guarantees $12 million and 
can reach $14 million by achieving bonus clauses. 

 

Back in 2015, Lynn was coming off two consecutive exceptional seasons and entering arbitration for the first time. The Cardinals came to him 
with a multiyear offer and Lynn’s response was he would sign for three years but give up no free-agent time. 

 

He received a three-year, $22 million deal, got to free agency, found a market that was mysteriously tight for veteran starters, and in Jack Morris 
style, he will try it again after one season in Minnesota. 

 

As for Cousins, the fact he’s in his prime (29) makes this the most meaningful quarterback transaction the Vikings have made since Jan. 27, 1972, 
when Fran Tarkenton was reacquired from the New York Giants. 

 

The Vikings had a terrific defense, but the offense needed a dynamic quarterback, and Sir Francis still was that at age 32. Cousins also will be 
joining a team with an outstanding defense and a chaotic quarterback history. 
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Cousins will be 30 when he plays his first game, and the tiebreaker for him in the Vikings’ favor is obviously a big chance to prove he’s a winner 
— to get the Vikings to a Super Bowl for the first time since the 1976 season (the last of Tarkenton’s three). 

 

And then like Lynn, he can hit the free-agent market again in his early 30s, and go for an even larger jackpot. 

 

As fans of Minnesota’s makers of a major league market, you can sign on to both of these guys. They won’t be Hall of Famers as were Tarkenton 
and finally Morris, but when in doubt, they chose the options where they saw the best opportunity to win. 

 

 

Stephen Gonsalves, Adalberto Mejia among five Twins cuts 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | March 13, 2018 
 
The Twins on Tuesday optioned five pitchers to the minor league camp, including a few of their top prospects. 

 

Lefthanders Stephen Gonsalves (pictured) and Adalberto Mejia, along with righthanders John Curtiss and Aaron Slegers, have been optioned to 
Class AAA Rochester. 

 

Mejia threw two scoreless innings on Monday during the Twins' 2-1 win over the Yankees. 

 

Righthander Fernando Romero was optioned to Class AA Chattanooga. That might appear surprising, considering that Romero tossed eight 
hitless innings at camp with one walk and 10 strikeouts. It's likely to ensure that he gets the innings he needs to build his endurance. 

 

But, given the additions of Jake Odorizzi and  Lance Lynn, pitchers have been bumped down a couple spots. And Romero might have to start the 
season with the Lookouts. That's not a bad thing, as he will have no restrictions as he is another year removed from Tommy John surgery. 

 

The cuts also indicate the Twins might be comfortable with Phil Hughes as a starter, after his strong performance Monday. 

 

The Twins have 48 players in camp, including 21 pitchers. Camp breaks in 13 days. 

 

Here is today's lineup against the Orioles: 

Twins: 

Brian Dozier -- 4 

Joe Mauer -- 3 

Miguel Sano -- 5 

Logan Morrison -- DH 

Jorge Polanco -- 6 

Jason Castro -- 2 
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Brock Stassi -- 7 

Ryan LaMarre -- 9 

Zack Granite -- 8 

Lance Lynn --1 

 

Orioles 

Tim Beckham -- 5 

Trey Mancini -- 7 

Manny Machado -- 6 

Pedro Alvarez -- DH 

Danny Valencia -- 3 

Craig Gentry -- 8 

Austin Hays -- 9 

Austin Wynns -- 2 

Engelb Vielma -- 4 

Chris Tillman -- 1 

 

 

Twins owner Jim Pohlad gives front office free rein in spendy winter 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | March 13, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — After making three major additions since the start of spring training and pushing their projected Opening Day payroll 
close to a club-record $128 million, it’s fair to wonder whether the Twins already have spent whatever discretionary funds they might have had 
for the July 31 trade deadline. 

 

“We’ll evaluate that when we get a lot closer,” Twins chief baseball officer Derek Falvey said Tuesday. “I can tell you this: I know (club owner) 
Jim Pohlad is committed to this team and committed to winning because he just proved it.” 

 

Now $15 million beyond their previous high for an Opening Day payroll, set in 2011, the Twins have added six free agents since the winter 
meetings at a combined guaranteed outlay of $51.9 million. That doesn’t include the $6.3 million this season they took on with the acquisition of 
likely Opening Day starter Jake Odorizzi from the Tampa Bay Rays. 

 

Did Pohlad ever say no to anything offseason? 

“No,” Falvey said. “When we brought a decision to him that we felt was right … he has been nothing but supportive at every juncture. Jim trusts 
us. Jim puts his trust in us around the baseball decisions. So when we laid that out and talked to him with (team president Dave St. Peter), 
ultimately he said, ‘OK, go forward.’ ” 

 

While the Twins fell short in their bid for right-hander Yu Darvish, who received a six-year, $126 million deal from the Chicago Cubs, that 
doesn’t appear to have been due to any vetoes from ownership. 
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“There were other opportunities we were pursuing that we tapped out ourselves,” Falvey said. “We made the baseball decision that this wasn’t the 
right fit at the right cost, years or otherwise. That was our decision.” 

 

ROMERO OPTIONED  

Eight no-hit innings this spring weren’t enough for Fernando Romero to make the jump from Double-A to the majors. Unlike a year ago, when he 
was deeply disappointed to be optioned back to the minors, the 23-year-old Dominican phenom took Tuesday’s news well. 

 

“He understands where things are,” Falvey said. “He hasn’t pitched in Triple-A yet. He’s somebody we think has real impact, high ceiling 
(potential). We see him as a starter despite the one- or two-inning stints this spring that looked pretty good.” 

 

 

Also optioned were fellow starters Adalberto Mejia, Stephen Gonsalves and Aaron Slegers as well as reliever John Curtiss. Of those four, only 
Gonsalves has yet to reach the majors, but the 23-year-old lefty is rated as their top pitching prospect by Baseball America. 

 

Mejia posted a 4.50 earned-run average in 10 spring innings, the same mark he posted in 21 starts and 98 innings as a rookie last season. After 
Tuesday’s cuts, the Twins have 48 players left in camp, including rehabbing pitchers Michael Pineda, Trevor May and Michael Kohn. 

 

ODORIZZI PLAN  

Odorizzi, who will go 11 days between starts, said there was no injury reason for the decision to skip Tuesday’s originally scheduled start against 
the Baltimore Orioles. 

 

Instead, he will throw a bullpen session on Thursday and is scheduled to face the Philadelphia Phillies on Sunday while Lance Lynn works on a 
back field against Twins minor leaguers. With the opening series in Baltimore a little over two weeks away, Odorizzi agreed with the plan to 
avoid the Orioles for now. 

 

“I’ve seen them plenty over the years, so there’s really no secrets between me and them,” he said. “When I see them, I want to see them at my 
very best, not the build-up stage. It’s spring training. I’m not in my full form, so any vote of confidence, be it lesser stuff or whatever, matters.” 

 

In 18 career outings against the Orioles, Odorizzi is 5-4 with a 4.71 ERA. That includes a 5.44 ERA in nine starts at Camden Yards, although he 
went 2-0 with a 2.45 ERA in two starts there last year. 

 

BRIEFLY  

Former Twins minor league manager Jake Mauer and his players and coaches at Double-A Chattanooga received their 2017 Southern League 
championship rings in a ceremony at the minor-league facility Tuesday morning. Mauer then visited the big-league clubhouse, where he was 
greeted warmly by former pupils such as Jose Berrios and Max Kepler. 

 

Left fielder Eddie Rosario, out since March 4 with triceps tendinitis, is scheduled to begin a throwing program on Wednesday and could see game 
action at DH by Friday’s split-squad day. 
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Hitting coach James Rowson will run his annual spring hitters’ meeting on Wednesday morning at Champions Hall in the minor-league complex. 
Manager Paul Molitor said he was looking forward to what Rowson might come up with. “It’s more about trying to establish a good, positive 
mind-set,” Molitor said. “He’s pretty creative with some of the things he’s used to translate some type of positive imagery.” 

 

 

Twins’ Lance Lynn isn’t worried about pitching on 1-year deal: ‘I’ll be fine’ 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | March 13, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — On his first day with the Twins, veteran right-hander Lance Lynn was asked about the risk he was taking in turning down 
multiyear security to pitch on a one-year, $12 million deal in 2018. 

 

“I don’t think I’m taking a risk at all,” Lynn said. “I get a chance to play in the big leagues against the best players in the world. Whether it’s one 
year or multiple years, you still have to do your job. If I do what I’ve done my whole career, I’ll be fine, and if I don’t then I didn’t deserve 
anything that goes beyond this year anyways.” 

 

With incentives, the 30-year-old Lynn would push his one-year guarantee to $14 million if he reaches 180 innings for a Twins team he sees as a 
legitimate postseason contender, a prospect the Ole Miss product from outside Indianapolis became quite familiar with during his time with the St. 
Louis Cardinals. 

 

He also could head back out onto the free agent market next winter, this time without draft pick compensation attached. Or he might opt to put 
down roots at Target Field, where he has yet to pitch despite taking the mound in 27 different big-league parks in his career. 

 

“I grew up in Indiana,” he said. “I like the cold.” 

 

Lynn credited his familiarity with setup man Zach Duke, his Cardinals teammate the past two years, and newly signed slugger Logan Morrison, 
with whom he shared offseason workouts at Cressey Sports Performance in Jupiter, Fla., with helping him settle on the Twins as his new team 
despite the potential for more dollars and years elsewhere. 

 

“You guys know Logan briefly but you know it’s hard not to hear him,” Lynn said. “He’s great for a lot of different things, but he tells you the 
truth. When it came down to choosing at the end, I got his opinion and Zach Duke’s. Both of them I think highly of as people and players, so it 
was a pretty easy choice after I got their input.” 

 

Would Lynn, a former all-star and two-time World Series participant with three seasons of 15 or more wins, pitch this season with a chip on his 
shoulder after falling well short of his expected free-agent haul? 

 

“The chip on the shoulder has been there since I was born,” he said. “That’s not changed. This market hasn’t changed that. That’s something I use 
to compete. It helps drive me.” 

 

Lynn, who debuted Tuesday with the Twins with five strikeouts over three shutout innings on 41 pitches against the Baltimore Orioles, initially 
should slot into the back end of a revamped Twins rotation that could open with a four-man look while awaiting Ervin Santana’s return from Feb. 
6 finger surgery. Scouts, however, view Lynn as a solid No. 3 starter with the potential to handle the No. 2 slot when he’s at his best. 
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Lynn joins trade acquisition Jake Odorizzi, the likely Opening Day starter on March 29 in Baltimore, along with holdovers Jose Berrios and Kyle 
Gibson in the rotation. 

 

With a career earned-run average of 3.38 and a career nine-inning strikeout rate of 8.5, Lynn has the proven durability and excellence to make him 
a potential one-year bargain. He came back from Tommy John surgery that cost him the entire 2016 season to make 33 starts with a 3.43 ERA last 
season. 

 

He then turned down a qualifying offer of $17.4 million from the Cardinals, which means the Twins will give up their third-round draft pick (No. 
95 overall) in the June draft as compensation for signing Lynn. 

 

“There’s a certain grittiness to the way Lance goes about his job that hopefully will pervade its way through our clubhouse to some degree,” 
Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “It’s just another high-end piece for us. I just think he’s going to be who he is. We’re not going to ask him to 
change. We like what he’s done.” 

 

Lynn, who won a World Series ring as a rookie in 2011, benefited from a group of pitching mentors with the Cardinals that included Chris 
Carpenter, Adam Wainwright, John Lackey, Jake Westbrook and ex-Twin Kyle Lohse. 

 

“I had a good group of, I guess, elderly pitchers,” he said, drawing laughter during a news conference carried live on MLB Network. “I’m 
probably going to get a text from somebody. I always had the fire and competitiveness. Sometimes it got a little out of control because I just like 
to win. They helped me harness it to become the pitcher I am now and the person.” 

 

 

Eyeing postseason, Lance Lynn says Twins are a great fit 
Associated Press | ESPN | March 14, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- The unusually slow free-agent market forced Lance Lynn to wait through the winter and well into spring training before he 
found a new team. 

 

The offer he settled on from the Minnesota Twins also came with the expectation of pennant race and perhaps postseason pitching. 

 

"I wanted to go somewhere where they had a chance to win, no matter what," Lynn said on Tuesday at his introductory media conference. "It 
seemed like the perfect fit, and I look forward to doing what I have to do, which is take the ball when it is my turn." 

 

Lynn agreed to a $12 million, one-year contract that includes bonuses of $1 million each for pitching 170 and 180 innings. He was given a turn 
right away and struck out five batters in three hitless innings of an exhibition against Baltimore. He walked one. 

 

"Other than that, everything went about as smooth as it possibly could," Lynn said. "Get ready for the next and kind of keep the buildup for 
Opening Day." 

 

Twins manager Paul Molitor said Lynn will make another start on Sunday. 
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"We're trying to look at the best way we can to get him ready to help us out of the gate at some point," Molitor said. "At the same time, trying to 
caution him that first time on a new team, even veteran people sometimes try to overstate their case early. So we'll be tracking him." 

 

The Twins are anticipating more performances like Tuesday's when the wins and losses actually count. 

 

"When you talk about a competitor and the makeup every time he takes the mound, this is somebody who's going to help lead our pitching staff 
and all our young players, given his experience and who he is as a player," chief baseball officer Derek Falvey said. 

 

Lynn, who won a World Series with the St. Louis Cardinals as a rookie in 2011, has pitched 52 postseason innings. He joked that he picked the 
Twins because he grew up in Indiana and likes the cold, but they're serious about playing into October when the temperatures drop. 

 

Lynn has joined fellow newcomer Jake Odorizzi in the rotation, and Fernando Rodney, Addison Reed and Zach Duke were added to the bullpen. 
Logan Morrison was, like Lynn, picked up at a bargain price to be the designated hitter and play some first base. 

 

"I'm here for one year. We'll see how it goes. Maybe I can be here for longer," Lynn said. 

 

Asked whether the slow market left him with a chip on his shoulder, Lynn said, "The chip on my shoulder's been there since I was born. I'm pretty 
sure that's the way my dad says it. That's something I use to compete, and it helps drive me." 

 

To stay sharp, Lynn has been throwing bullpen sessions and simulated games while working out in Florida. 

 

"Trying to give it as much intensity as possible to be ready to when I step in, I could go right into games and try to be ready as fast as possible for 
the season," Lynn said before his Twins debut. 

 

Lynn, still progressing in his recovery from Tommy John surgery that caused him to miss the 2016 season, tied a career high and the NL lead with 
33 starts last year. The 39th overall pick by the Cardinals in the 2008 amateur draft went 11-8 with a 3.43 ERA in 2017, and he was 72-47 with a 
3.38 ERA in six seasons with the Cardinals. 

 

With Odorizzi, Jose Berrios, Ervin Santana and Kyle Gibson in place, there's not much competition left in camp for starting spots. Molitor has 
said he'll use a four-man rotation as much as possible in April while Santana recovers from finger surgery. Phil Hughes and Tyler Duffey could be 
relegated to long relief. 

 

"There is a certain grittiness to the way Lance goes about his job, and hopefully it will permeate its way through our clubhouse to some degree," 
Molitor said. 

 

The Twins sent down prospects Stephen Gonsalves, Adalberto Mejia and Aaron Slegers to Triple-A Rochester and Fernando Romero to Double-
A Chattanooga before the game. Mejia made 21 starts for the Twins last year. 

 

"It's just another high-end piece for us," Molitor said. "As a manager, when you have these types of moves, it is really exciting." 
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Twins GM: Plan is to have Lance Lynn take first turn in rotation 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | March 13, 2018 
 
Lance Lynn made his Twins spring training debut on Tuesday and pitched 3 scoreless innings while reportedly hitting 94 mph on the radar gun. 
The newest member of the Twins’ starting rotation struck out 5 hitters, walked one, and didn’t allow a hit to the Orioles’ spring lineup. 

 

Late start, you say? What late start? 

 

Because of the slow-moving free agent market, Lynn reported to Fort Myers roughly one month after other Twins pitchers and catchers. That 
apparently didn’t slow down the longtime Cardinals starter, who is in line to make his first official Twins start in the first week of the season, 
Twins GM Thad Levine said. 

 

Levine joined Chris Russo on MLB Network to discuss the Lynn signing. He said that the Twins’ plan is to have Lynn pitch in the second series 
of the year, on either April 2 or 4 in Pittsburgh. 

 

“We play 5 games in the first 7 days of the season,” Levine told MLB Network. “So [Lynn] may not be ready for that Opening Day, per se, but I 
think he’ll be ready for that first turn through the rotation. We’re looking toward that Pittsburgh series – he will pitch one of the two games there, 
if all goes to plan.” 

 

Earlier Tuesday, the Twins cut several starting rotation candidates from their Major League camp, including Adalberto Mejia. That helps bring 
some clarity to the starting staff. (The other cuts were Stephen Gonsalves, Fernando Romero, Aaron Slegers and reliever John Curtiss.) 

 

They’ve got Jake Odorizzi, J.O. Berrios and Lynn as their projected top-3 starters. Ervin Santana is expected to miss April after surgery on his 
middle finger. Then there’s Kyle Gibson and Phil Hughes and Tyler Duffey still working to earn a spot in that opening day rotation. 

 

Manager Paul Molitor has said that he plans to open the season with 4 starters, which could put the squeeze on a candidate who otherwise would 
be in the rotation right out of the gate. 

 

 

Next cuts: Twins roster moves help clear up the starting rotation picture 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | March 13, 2018 
 
The Twins on Tuesday cleared the way for the starting rotation competition to get settled well before the end of camp. Minnesota optioned 5 
pitchers to the minor leagues, and at least 2 of them were nominally in the hunt to break camp with the big club. 

 

The Twins optioned Adalberto Mejia, Stephen Gonsalves, Aaron Slegers and John Curtiss to Triple-A Rochester. They optioned Fernando 
Romero to Double-A Chattanooga. 

 

The rotation figures to begin with some combination of Jake Odorizzi, J.O. Berrios, and Lance Lynn. Ervin Santana joins that mix whenever he’s 
ready to go after his surgery. Kyle Gibson is the next in line, and Phil Hughes is healthy in camp and expected to compete for a spot in the 
rotation. Tyler Duffey, too, is stretched out as a starter and could get a look in the Major League rotation if things break right for him. 
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As for the players sent out Tuesday, Mejia was nominally in the mix for the starting staff, and to a lesser extent, so where Gonsalves, Slegers and 
Romero. The move to Double-A could be indicative that the Twins think Romero is further away from the Majors, although it’s widely 
acknowledged that he has excellent stuff. 

 

 

Lynn fans five hitters in Twins spring-training debut 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | March 13, 2018 
 
ORIOLES 7, TWINS 5 

A day after finalizing a $12 million, one-year deal with Minnesota, Lance Lynn struck out five in three hitless innings against Baltimore. He 
walked one. 

 

 “I wanted to go somewhere where they had a chance to win no matter what,” Lynn said. “It seemed like the perfect fit, and I look forward to 
doing what I have to do, which is take the ball when it is my turn.” 

 

Baltimore’s Chris Tillman walked six in two innings, allowing four runs and three hits. Manny Machado had two hits, including a double. 

 

Ryan LaMarre singled and drove in a pair of runs and Miguel Sano doubled. 

 

 

Twins send 5 pitchers to minor leagues 
Staff Writer | Fox Sports North | March 13, 2018 
 
The Minnesota Twins pared their spring training roster to 48 players by optioning five pitchers to the minor leagues. 

 

Left-handers Stephen Gonsalves and Adalberto Mejia and right-handers John Curtiss and Aaron Slegers were sent to Triple-A Rochester while 
right-hander Fernando Romero was optioned to Double-A Chattanooga. 

 

Mejia made 21 starts with the Twins last season, posting a 4.50 ERA and 1.571 WHIP in 98 innings. Curtiss and Slegers also saw brief time with 
Minnesota in 2017. 

 

Gonsalves and Romero, both 23, are considered two of the Twins’ top pitching prospects. 

 

 

Byron Buxton, Gerrit Cole Lead American League Fantasy Breakout Candidates 
Michael Beller | Sports Illustrated  | March 13, 2018 
 
Breakouts are the third and final leg of the Staples Series tripod. They’re similar to sleepers, but they are different for one key reason: Sleepers are 
essentially just undervalued players. Breakouts are possible superstars. Even if they fall short of that threshold, one trait characterizes breakout 
players: They all have career years and establish a new baseline level of expected performance. 
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We used an average draft position range of 50 and 150 to find our breakouts. We also did what we could to balance likelihood and 
meaningfulness of a breakout with each player’s prior performance. Did Andrew Benintendi, for example, already break out? What about Carlos 
Martinez? They could definitely ascend to another level, but, for the purposes of our breakouts columns, we considered players like that ineligible. 

 

Byron Buxton, OF, Twins (ADP: 56.28) 

Everyone is aware of Buxton’s ceiling. He took a huge step toward it in the second half last year when he hit .300/.347/.546 with 11 homers and 
13 steals in 228 plate appearances. Expand that over the 600 or so plate appearances we can expect him to get this season, and you get 29 homers 
and 34 steals. 

 

Buxton is the one player in this column who fits the exact definition of breakout. By season’s end, we could be talking about him as a top-20 
fantasy player. Playing with pace stats is always a risk, but those numbers have been expected of Buxton since the Twins made him the second 
overall pick in the 2012 amateur draft. He graded as a true five-tool player then, and throughout his time in the minors. The tools didn’t diminish, 
even as he sputtered to start his MLB career. We’ve seen Buxton for about two full seasons across three years, so that makes it easy to forget that 
he’s still just 24 years old. It’s no exaggeration to say that, when his career is up, he could fall anywhere between Andruw Jones and Ken Griffey 
Jr. That’s as great a range as a centerfielder could hope for at this stage of his career. 

 

Buxton is a star in the making. He may still not be fully formed after this year, but only because he could still have more growth ahead of him. 
He’ll put a bow on the first part of that process this season, however. He’s a potential league-winner. 

 

James Paxton, SP, Mariners (ADP: 77.67) 

The only thing that has prevented Paxton from breaking out already is his health. He was well on his way to a true breakout campaign last year, 
but pitched just 136 innings because of forearm, oblique, pectoral and finger injuries. When he was on the mound, he was great, pitching to a 2.98 
ERA, 2.61 FIP and 1.10 WHIP with 156 strikeouts. His xFIP and SIERA were a touch higher, but we’re not going to get caught up on those 
advanced metrics being about one-third of a run worse than his ERA, considering how good he was everywhere else. 

 

Paxton has dealt with injuries in all three of the last four seasons. He was limited to 87 innings in 2014 and 73 2/3 frames the following year, 
simply unable to stay healthy. He tossed 171 2/3 innings between Triple-A Tacoma and the Mariners in 2016, and that’s when he first flashed his 
ace potential in earnest. It was just as easy to see then as it is now. 

 

Paxton features a devastating combination of four-seamer, cutter and curveball that gives him a diverse repertoire and makes him a significant 
challenge to attack. His four-seamer sits at 95-96 mph, and produced a gaudy 11.7% whiff rate last year. The cutter became an important pitch for 
him over the last two years, giving him something he can frontdoor against righties and backdoor against lefties. The curveball, meanwhile, is a 
legitimate out-pitch, registering a 17.7% whiff rate over the last two seasons, and an outrageous 67.9% ground-ball rate last year. 

 

In short, Paxton is a strikeout artist who manages his walk total, keeps the ball in the park, and induces a ton of ground balls. If he can get to 170-
plus innings this year, he’ll easily be a top-20 starter with a top-10 ceiling. 

 

 Gerrit Cole, SP, Astros (ADP: 82.46) 

Scoff if you must. Tweet me to tell me that Cole has already broken out, and that I’m taking an easy way out here. I’ll tell you that you’re wrong. 
Cole has been comfortably better than the league-average starter since entering the majors in 2013. He has given his fantasy owners relatively 
worry-free top-25 seasons for the balance of his career. He has never been a true ace. That is possible this season. If that’s not a breakout, I don’t 
know what is. 
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Go look at the back of Cole’s baseball card. He has one season with a sub-3.00 ERA. He has two seasons with an ERA better than 3.50. He has 
struck out a batter per inning once in his five years, and he had a 3.65 ERA with a 1.21 WHIP that season: Always good, but never great. Cole can 
change that this year, and it has a lot to do with his new team. 

 

Every now and again, an organization earns a reputation for building certain skills in its players. After the success the Astros have had with 
homegrown starters Dallas Keuchel and Lance McCullers, and the way they revived Charlie Morton, they’ve gained a reputation as pitcher 
whisperers. If they’ve proved one thing, it’s that they’re not afraid to encourage a pitcher to dramatically change his pitch mix. McCullers threw 
his curveball nearly 50% of the time last year. Morton, too, threw his curveball at a career-high rate last season his first with the Astros. Cole 
could benefit from similar coaching this season. 

 

Cole essentially hasn’t changed his pitch mix from the day he broke into the majors. He throws a four-seamer, sinker, curve, slider and changeup, 
and the usage rates of each pitch haven’t dramatically increased or decreased in any year. That’s despite the fact that we have evidence that the 
sinker is a bad pitch. Hitters have a .289 batting average and .408 slugging percentage against it, and it get whiffs just 5.7% of the time. On the 
other had, the curve, the same pitch the team has nurtured in McCullers and Morton, has held hitters to a .231 batting average and .327 slugging 
percentage, and has a 14% whiff rate. 

 

Throwing more curves and fewer sinkers is easier said than done, and it’s not like he’d make a 1-for-1 trade with those two pitches. They aren’t 
exactly pitches you’d lean on in the same situations. Still, we can draw some conclusions about what the Astros have gotten out of their pitches in 
recent seasons, and the way they may bring that influence to bear on Cole. There’s reason to believe that this change of scenery will serve him 
well. He has always had ace potential. He may finally find it this season. 

 

Jose Berrios, SP, Twins (ADP: 103.09) 

In the fantasy game, we always want to have empirical evidence to back up our analysis. None of us is a scout employed by an MLB team, and as 
well as we know the game, having the numbers to go along with our touts is critical. 

 

Sometimes, however, you just have to believe. I’m a bit more willing to bet on obvious high-level talent without the evidence to back it up than 
some of my colleagues in the industry. This year, I find that leading me to Berrios. 

 

Berrios had a fine season last year, totaling a 3.89 ERA, 3.84 FIP, 1.23 WHIP and 139 strikeouts in 145 2/3 innings. Striking out fewer than a 
batter per inning was a bit of a disappointment, as were the 4.29 SIERA and 4.51 xFIP. Even with Berrios’s pedigree and youth, that doesn’t 
exactly portend a breakout, especially considering the trainwreck of a 2016 season that came before it. 

 

And yet, I am perfectly willing to bet that water finds its level with this one. I may have to turn in my sabermetrics club membership card after 
this, but sports aren’t played on a spreadsheet or in a box score. Player growth is not linear. Berrios was the 32nd overall pick in the 2012 amateur 
draft. He flew through the minors, racking up a 2.51 ERA, 0.98 WHIP and 250 strikeouts in 229 2/3 innings at the Triple-A level. He tasted 
success in the majors over an extended period for the first time last year, and is entering his age-24 season. The numbers might not back this up. 
Sometimes, you need to not care about that. This is one of those times. Trust the talent, and the undeniable history of non-linear player growth. 
Berrios is a legitimate breakout candidate this season. 

 

 

 

 

 



18 
 

Lance Lynn and Jake Odorizzi's ripple effect down the Twins' depth chart 
Dan Hayes | The Athletic | March 13, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — Long before Lance Lynn was signed and days after the Jake Odorizzi trade, Thad Levine sat in the Hammond Stadium 
press box and marveled at what the Twins accomplished in 2017 in spite of setting a dubious record. 

 

Somehow, someway, the Twins briefly managed to reach the postseason despite setting a franchise-record for pitchers used in a season with 36, 
including 16 starting pitchers. According to baseball-reference.com, only four teams in the majors had used more pitchers since 1961 and yet the 
Twins reached the American League wild-card game. 

 

Though he was clearly amazed by the feat, Levine also suggested he and chief baseball officer Derek Falvey were to blame for his staff’s issues. 
They simply hadn’t provided manager Paul Molitor with enough pitching options for a postseason run. Nobody could blame the Twins’ new 
brass. Who could have foreseen an 85-win season in 2017 after the Twins lost 103 the year before? 

 

But Levine and Falvey didn’t intend to dismiss how lucky they were in 2017. They hoped to acquire as much depth as possible this offseason and 
have acted accordingly. What began with the signings of Fernando Rodney, Zach Duke, Addison Reed and Michael Pineda has only continued 
since the team arrived at camp one month ago. First, the Twins added Odorizzi and now they have built themselves up further with Lynn, who 
will be introduced Tuesday morning after signing a one-year deal for $12 million on Monday. 

 

“It’s exceptionally rare to set a record for number of pitchers used for a franchise in a year and go to the playoffs in the same season,” Levine said. 
“Those things almost never happen simultaneously. I don’t think we took that for granted. We needed to do better.” 

 

At this point, it’s hard to suggest the Twins could do much more than they already have. The club’s payroll is expected to start the season around 
$130 million, including $18.5 million added since late February to acquire Lynn and Odorizzi. 

 

The moves have transformed them from a team that ran out 16 starters last season — with Molitor joking he couldn’t remember everyone’s names 
— to pushing people down the list. 

 

Remaking the pitching staff 

After using a franchise-record 36 pitchers in 2017, the Twins have moved to address the problem. So far, they've brought in six new arms on 
minimal commitments but at a cost of over $36 million in 2018, pushing team payroll to a record high. 

Pitcher  Contract  2017 stats 

Lance Lynn 1-year, $12M 3.43 ERA, 7.39 K/9 in 33 starts 

Jake Odorizzi 1-year, $6.3M 4.14 ERA, 7.97 K/9 in 28 starts 

Addison Reed 2-year, $16.75M 2.84 ERA, 9 K/9 in 77 games 

Fernando Rodney 1-year, $4.5M 39 saves, 10.57 K/9 in 61 games 

Zach Duke 1-year, $2.15M 3.93 ERA in 27 games; returned in July 

Michael Pineda 2-year, $10M 4.39 ERA in 17 starts; injured in July 

 

They have reached that perfect scenario Falvey suggested in early February where Phil Hughes could be allowed to prove his health, rather than 
thrown into the fire, after he had surgery for thoracic outlet syndrome. 
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The Twins have even managed to put themselves in a position to gracefully handle the injury to Ervin Santana’s middle finger, one that could 
keep him out of the rotation until May 1. With five of their first 21 days off, Molitor plans to use a four-man rotation in the early going, and now 
he has healthy horses to fill out the group. Between Lynn, Odorizzi, Jose Berrios and Kyle Gibson, the Twins should be able to successfully 
navigate their way through most of Santana’s absence. 

 

Here’s a look at the rest of the depth the Twins have created, particularly in the rotation. 

 

Next man up 

— Hughes posted his best outing of the spring on Monday, allowing a run and four hits in four innings against the New York Yankees. He has 
been healthy all spring and constantly touched 91 mph on the stadium radar gun in his first start. Currently, Hughes is in the mix for the starting 
rotation, though the team is likely to start him out slowly, perhaps in a spot starter/long man role. 

 

— Working as a rookie, Adalberto Mejia pitched to a 98 ERA+ last season, which was just shy of the AL average of 101. Mejia’s conditioning is 
improved — he said he lost 13 pounds in the offseason —  which should allow him to pitch deeper into games. The team optioned Mejia to Triple 
A late Tuesday morning, which should give him more time to develop. 

 

— Scouts like Aaron Slegers’ ability to hide the ball because of the downward angle his 6-foot-10-inch frame creates. He won 15 games at Triple 
A last season and thinks he learned a lot from his four MLB starts. If his command is on, Slegers can be an effective major-leaguer. Slegers also 
was optioned back to the minor leagues late Tuesday morning. 

 

Fernando Romero 

With the rotation bolstered, top prospects like Fernando Romero have more time to develop. (John Minchillo/AP) 

Down the road 

— Coming off Tommy John surgery, Trevor May is being built up as a starting pitcher. The estimates have him possibly ready by late May or 
early June, but these additions afford him as much time as he needs. Of May’s 102 MLB appearances, 25 have come in starts and he has nasty 
stuff, as evidenced by his 12.7 strikeouts per nine in relief in 2016. 

 

— Pineda is in the early stages of rehab from Tommy John as he only began to throw in January. There’s a chance Pineda could return to action 
this season, though it might play better out of the bullpen. However, in the long-term view, Pineda could be part of the 2019 starting rotation if all 
goes well. 

 

The future is coming 

— The biggest recipients of the Odorizzi and Lynn moves are Stephen Gonsalves, Fernando Romero and Zack Littell, all of whom will be 
afforded more time to develop in the minors. Gonsalves is heavily dependent on good command, which he’s working to improve, and has only 
pitched five games above Double A. Romero has never pitched more than 125 innings in a season and has yet to reach Triple-A. He’ll get the 
chance to work on developing his changeup this season in order to potentially one day become a front-of-the-rotation starter. But, Romero could 
wind up in the bullpen this season. Littell, who won 19 games between High-A and Double A last season, should get a chance to further develop 
at Triple A, too. 
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Minnesota Twins reach out to kids who were hurt in Alligator Alley crash 
Todd Tongen | Local10.com | March 12, 2018 
 
BROWARD COUNTY, Fla. - The Minnesota Twins reached out to a group of children who were hurt last week in a crash along Alligator Alley.  

 

The young people from Minnesota were part of group that was traveling to Fort Lauderdale on March 6 after attending a Twins spring training 
game in Fort Myers. Florida Highway Patrol troopers said Nisbany Garcias was driving drunk on Interstate 75 when his pickup truck rear-ended 
the group's van, causing it to flip over. 

 

One of the 15 people inside the van -- Lauren Vanreese, 21, of Andover, Minnesota -- was pronounced dead at the scene.  

Several of the children were wearing Twins jersey at the time of crash. The jerseys had to be cut off as paramedics and doctors treated them for 
their injuries. 

 

Hearing about how the kids lost their beloved jerseys, a family member reached out to the Twins and got an immediate response. 

 

The team, along with the kids' favorite players -- Byron Buxton, Brian Dozier, Joe Mauer and Miguel Sano -- sent the group signed jerseys, 
baseball bats and bats on Sunday. The team also held a moment of silence for Vanreese at a recent game. 

 

The Twins wanted the kids to know that the entire team was behind them and praying for them. 

 

Most of the group have been released from the hospital, but two women remain in serious condition. 

 

"If you could have seen the glimmer in their eyes, that moment, it was just magic," the family member said. "I can't thank the Twins organization 
enough ... It really shows what baseball is all about -- families." 

 

 

Progress report: Minnesota Twins 
Jeff Sanders | San Diego Tribune | March 14, 2018 
 
MINNESOTA TWINS 

2017 finish: 85-77 (2nd in AL Central; 2nd wild-card) 

Manager: Paul Molitor (227-259, 4th season) 

Top baseball ops executive: Thad Levine, general manager (2nd season) 

 

DOLLARS AND SENSE 

Highest-paid player: 1B Joe Mauer ($23 million in 2018) 

Top returning position player: CF Byron Buxton (5.1 WAR in 2017, baseball-reference.com) 

Top returning pitcher: RHP Ervin Santana (4.6 WAR in 2017) 
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THE MOVES 

Key addition(s): 1B Logan Morrison (free agent), RHP Lance Lynn (free agent), RHP Jake Odorizzi (trade), RHP Michael Pineda (free agent), 
RHP Addison Reed (free agent), RHP Fernando Rodney (free agent), LHP Zach Duke (free agent), RHP Anibal Sanchez (free agent), SS Erick 
Aybar (minor league free agent). 

Key subtraction(s): RHP Bartolo Colon (free agent), LHP Hector Santiago (free agent), RHP Dillon Gee (free agent), LHP Glen Perkins (free 
agent), RHP Matt Belisle (free agent). 

Baseball America top-100 prospect(s): SS Royce Lewis (No. 24), OF Brent Rooker (No. 92), SS Nick Gordon (No. 93), SS Wander Javier (No. 
95), LHP Stephen Gonsalves (No. 97). 

 

STORYLINES TO WATCH 

No team had lost 100 games one season and slipped into the playoffs the next before the Twins went from 103 losses in 2016 to a wild-card berth 
last October. They did it with Brian Dozier (4.4 WAR) doing his usual handiwork at second base, CF Byron Buxton graduating from prospect to 
star center fielder and RHP Ervin Santana turning in his best season since 2008. 

Of course, the rotation is already behind the eight-ball with Santana likely starting the year on the shelf with a finger injury. Free agent signee 
Lance Lynn (3.1 WAR) will provide a boost, as will RHP Jake Odorizzi (minus-0.1 WAR) as he moves from Tampa Bay’s Tropicana Field to 
pitching-friendly Target Field. But a lot of eyes will be on RHP Jose Berrios (1.7 WAR) to see if he can improve upon a solid sophomore season. 

The Twins may have snagged the bargain of the offseason when 30-year-old 1B Logan Morrison – fresh off a career-high 38 homers – agreed to a 
$6.5 million deal for 2018. He’ll serve as the Twins’ regular DH and will help hold the offense together if 3B Miguel Sano serves a suspension for 
an alleged 2015 assault that surfaced this offseason. 

 

PECOTA PROJECTION 

82 wins 
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