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Ottavino can see future ... of pitch paths 
Reliever's visual preparation equally as important as physical 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Apr. 1st, 2018 
PHOENIX -- Rockies reliever Adam Ottavino paid particular attention to mental skills -- with visualization a key 

component -- and it could be paying off, with six strikeouts in only seven batters faced in his first two regular-season 

appearances. 

Possessing a slider he can use a myriad of ways to right- and left-handed batters, Ottavino struck out 11 batters per nine 

innings 2015-17, and was just as effective after returning from a 2015 Tommy John surgery as before. However, in 63 

games last year he walked a career-high 6.6 batters per nine innings, and by the end of the season he no longer pitched 

in high-leverage situations. 

The Rockies and their fans didn't like what they saw during games, and Ottavino didn't like what he saw when he thought 

about pitching, so he made proper visualization an important a part of his program -- with the same priority as honing his 

pitches. 

What he didn't visualize, however, was success in the sense of sparkling results and stats. 

"That doesn't actually do me any good," he said. "If I can visualize success, I can visualize failure, too." 

Ottavino took time to describe the right, and wrong, visions for his mind's eye. 

On "seeing" the hitter and the catcher: 

"That's where it comes in a little bit pregame. Visualize somebody getting in the box and kind of mentally prepare yourself 

for what it's going to look like when it matters. 

MEDIA CLIPS –April 2, 2018 
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"Even walking on the game mound pregame, sometimes when nobody's around just to see what the visual looks like 

around home plate, I think a lot of guys do that, so it's not a surprise when you go out there. Even though you've pitched 

in this ballpark -- or a lot of ballparks -- a lot, sometimes you forget exactly." 

On locking into the target: 

"When I'm watching another person pitch on TV, when the catcher sets up, I try to maintain my focus on the catcher's 

target all the way through the pitch, like on my own. Because that's what you want to do when you're pitching. You want to 

lock in on your target or your intention, and the trick is to be able to do it all the way through your pitch. 

"A lot of times, when you're not going good, you're sure you're looking at the target, but when you start to move and start 

to throw, it becomes a little blurry." 

On pitch paths: 

"It depends on my pitches. I don't want to give away exactly what I think. But in general I try to visualize the entire path of 

the ball to home plate, and I try to send it along that path." 

On dealing with failure: 

"There's definitely an embarrassment factor when you expect to do well and you're not doing well, and you fail in front of a 

lot of people. Certainly, I had some games last year where I was pretty depressed after them. 

"It's hard to look the manager in the eye and tell him you're ready to do it the next day when truthfully you don't feel like 

you're very good right now." 

On re-gaining belief: 

"It was in the winter. I did a lot of good work this winter. At some point, I started remembering that I'm talented, and I'm 

good and my pitches are still there, and it's just a matter of getting to the high level of focus that I had held myself to 

previously. 

"Two games in, I have no idea what the rest of the season is going to hold. Nobody knows. But I know if I do things the 

right way, I can live with the result." 
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Blackmon's two homers lift Rox over D-backs 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Mar. 31st, 2018 
 

PHOENIX -- Rockies center fielder Charlie Blackmon has served notice: The first pitch just might be his pitch. And 

Saturday he showed he isn't bad with the second pitch, either. 

Blackmon tied Saturday's game against the D-backs by pulling Zack Greinke's first pitch of the sixth inning for a home 

run to right field. Then he provided the difference in the Rockies' 2-1 victory at Chase Field with another solo shot -- he 

swung wildly at Fernando Salas' first pitch, then blasted the second. 

The victory -- which also featured five solid innings from starter German Marquez and outstanding bullpen work -- helped 

the Rockies avoid being swept in the season-opening series. Blackmon had three homers in the final two games, all with 

early swings. On Friday, Blackmon's three-run, fourth-inning homer off Robbie Ray in an eventual 9-8 Rockies loss came 

on a first pitch.. 31st, 2018 

"I think it's good to be able to hit early in the count, as well as late in the count," Blackmon said. "That's something you 

need to do to be a complete hitter, and that's part of the progression for me." 

Ambushes like his first two homers appear to be by design for Blackmon. 

He is well known to take first pitches, even though he does well when he offers at them. Last year, when he finished with 

37 homers and led the National League with a .331 batting average, he was 15-for-34 (.441) on first pitches with two 

homers, eight RBIs and a 1.281 OPS. The hits included three doubles and two triples. 

On Saturday, he was coy as to whether he was hunting Greinke's first-pitch curveball or simply couldn't resist it. 

"It's a secret; can't tell you that," Blackmon said. "I will say that he threw that pitch kind of down the middle, which makes it 

easier.". 31st, 2018 

Marquez gave up four hits, struck out four and walked four, but gave the Rockies a competitive effort after Jon 

Gray and Tyler Anderson struggled in the first two games. Of the 12 runs the Rockies scored, all but one came via the 

homer. But all the homers in the world can't make up for ineffective pitching, especially from a starter. 
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"In a sample of three games, you see a starting-pitching performance that keeps you in the game -- even though it was 

only five innings, he kept us in the game," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "And from there, the bullpen did an incredible 

job.", 2018 

Chris Rusin, Bryan Shaw (1-0), Jake McGee and Wade Davis held the D-backs to one hit and a walk while striking out 

four in four innings. 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

It stops here: David Peralta and A.J. Pollock singled off Marquez to open the bottom of the first. After Gray gave up 

three first-inning runs in the 8-2 season-opening loss and Anderson coughed up five runs in Friday's eventual 9-8 loss, the 

Rockies couldn't afford another such result. But Marquez struck out Paul Goldschmidt (0-for-8 in the series) looking, then 

forced a Jake Lamb grounder and a Daniel Descalso fly ball to begin a needed solid performance. 

During the Goldschmidt at-bat, Marquez's fastball velocity jumped above 98 mph, but he said he wasn't thinking only 

speed. 

"I was looking for the ground ball to make a double play, so I was throwing my sinker down and away," he said. 

Decisions decisions: D-backs right-hander Salas (0-1) set the Rockies down in order in the seventh and after retiring 

pinch-hitter Pat Valaika to start the eighth, D-backs manager Torey Lovullo elected to leave Salas in the game to face 

Blackmon, who blasted an 0-1 fastball over the wall in right to provide the Rockies with the margin of victory.. 31st, 2018 

SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 

Blackmon could be foreshadowing a new team-wide plan. Last season, the Rockies swung at the first pitch 27.2 percent 

of the time, which tied for 19th-most in the Majors, according to Statcast™. The MLB average was 28.6 percent. 

However, Colorado's .384 first-pitch batting average was second-best in the Majors (against a .348 MLB average), and 

the .650 slugging percentage was fifth-best (with the MLB average slugging percentage being .585). 

"We're talking a little bit about that as a group, too -- from the first pitch on, be ready," Black said. "From the opponent's 

standpoint, and I lived it, if the guy in the box is ready to hit, the pitcher knows it, and you've got to be careful with that first 

pitch.". 31st, 2018 
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PAYOFF 

The Rockies' big winter story was the bullpen spending spree -- three-year, $27 million contracts for McGee and Shaw, 

and three years and $52 million for closer Davis. McGee gave up one hit but forced a Peralta grounder, and Shaw and 

Davis had spotless innings -- Shaw with one strikeout, Davis with two. 

Davis, 32-for-33 on save chances with the Cubs last year, acknowledged feeling the occasion was special. 

"There's definitely tons of anticipation, especially not pitching the first two games," Davis said.WHAT'S NEXT 

Rockies: After taking Sunday off, the Rockies will begin a four-game set Monday against the Padres at 8:10 p.m. MT at 

Petco Park. Righty Chad Bettis, who was battling testicular cancer this time last year but returned to the mound in 

August, will start after an offseason of normal health. 

D-backs: After getting a rare Sunday off, the D-backs open a three-game series Monday night against the Dodgers at 

Chase Field. Taijuan Walker will get the start for the D-backs. The last time he faced the Dodgers was in Game 1 of last 

year's NL Division Series and he allowed four runs in lasting just one inning. 
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Desmond day to day with sore right knee 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Mar. 31st, 2018 
 

PHOENIX -- Rockies first baseman Ian Desmond left Saturday night's 2-1 victory over the D-backs after six defensive 

innings with soreness in his right knee, manager Bud Black said. 

Desmond was 1-for-2 with a second-inning single off D-backs starter Zack Greinke. Rookie Ryan McMahon replaced 

Desmond to lead off the seventh against D-backs righty reliever Fernando Salas.  

Going with the left-handed McMahon against Salas was a defensible matchup, with McMahon coming off a big spring and 

not having started yet. But the decision wasn't fully explained until the injury was announced. The club called Desmond's 

status day to day. 

"He's felt it the last couple of days … when he's in his stance, putting weight on his back knee," Black said. "It got a little 

bothersome and Ian came to me and said, 'Buddy, it's probably the right thing to do and let's get Mac in there.' He wasn't 

at full strength as the game went on." 

Desmond went 4-for-10 -- including a two-run homer Friday night -- as the Rockies dropped two of three in the season-

opening series. 
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Senzatela embraces bullpen role 
Righty found success in Spring Training as a starter 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Mar. 31st, 2018 
 

PHOENIX -- Rockies right-hander Antonio Senzatela insists his heart is in his current role. 

"I'm a bullpen guy," Senzatela said Saturday, a day after experiencing the unfairness that sometimes comes with the role. 

After posting a 1.62 ERA in Spring Training, while competing as a starter, Senzatela made the Opening Day roster, but 

didn't get a rotation spot. After lefty Tyler Anderson struggled in 2 1/3 innings (seven runs, five hits, four walks) against 

the D-backs on Friday, Senzatela entered in the third, stranded two runners and pitched a spotless fourth. Two runs on 

three singles, just one hit hard, left Senzatela with a loss. 

"If I start the game, maybe I can throw three more scoreless innings," Senzatela said. "I threw well yesterday. I just 

missed a couple fastballs and they got me. But I wake up this morning, go out and compete." 

Manager Bud Black kept Senzatela as a long reliever. Often a starter who is filling a bullpen role doesn't enter during an 

inning, since he would need more warmup time than a full-time reliever. But Senzatela began loosening during the five-

run first inning that saw Anderson walk three, and Anderson struggled through deep counts and frequent pickoff moves to 

first base. So Senzatela had plenty of time to prepare. 

"He hung in there," Black said. "They nicked him for a couple of runs, but overall he threw the ball well. The fastball was 

crisp. He mixed in a couple breaking balls." 

In addition to being used in relief, Senzatela is on a long-term project to develop his changeup, which would go with a 

solid fastball and breaking pitches that act as a curve, slider or something in between. 

Black believes the changeup can be developed over the next two or three seasons, as Senzatela grows as a pitcher. 

If there are injuries, he could find himself in the rotation, changeup or not. But Senzatela, 23, who started 20 of his 36 

appearances last year (10-5, 5.03 ERA), believes the best route now is to think as a reliever. 

Estevez close to ramping up 
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Righty Carlos Estevez (left oblique strain) said he should be throwing simulated games by next week and expects to 

head out on a Minor League rehab assignment not long afterward. 

The time will come 

Black passed on the opportunity to start No. 2 prospect Ryan McMahon at first base. Ian Desmond homered during a 2-

for-4 performance Friday night, and Black has liked Desmond's swing. 

And over the next 2 1/2 weeks, the bench players will have plenty of opportunities. 

"We have 17 games in a row starting Monday, so you'll see the other guys mixed in there to get their season going with 

some starts, but I think it's important to get your [core] guys going early," Black said. "And I like the way Desi swung the 

bat the first couple of games." 
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Tyler Anderson’s off-target start already has the Colorado Rockies concerned about their rotation 
They will wait to see if Jon Gray and, especially, Anderson can figure out their issues 
By NICK GROKE | ngroke@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: April 1, 2018 at 4:43 pm | UPDATED: April 1, 2018 at 6:12 pm 
 

PHOENIX — Tyler Anderson snapped eight throws to first base in the first inning Friday, trying to pick off Arizona runners 

or at least make them think twice, but every throw just delayed an outing that was sneaking away. 

The Rockies’ 28-year-old left-hander, the No. 2 pitcher in their rotation, slogged through just 2 1/3 innings of Colorado’s 9-

8 loss to the Diamondbacks. And with all that time to ruminate, Anderson’s place in the rotation is already in doubt. 

In their first two games, as manager Bud Black set up a five-man rotation in his preferred order, the Rockies got just 6 1/3 

combined innings out of Anderson and right-hander Jon Gray, their No. 1. They combined to give up 10 runs, for a 14.22 

ERA. 

“We have a National League batting champion at second base. We have a National League batting champion in center 

field. We have a National League batting champion in right field. We have some all-stars, some Gold Glovers,” Black said. 

“But you know what? We have to pitch. If you don’t pitch, you won’t contend. That’s the message I have to send.” 

By Saturday, the Rockies finally found a pitching performance that worked, as second-year right-hander German Marquez 

whipped through five innings on just one unearned run. They will throw veteran Chad Bettis on Monday to start a four-

game series in San Diego, followed by second-year lefty Kyle Freeland on Tuesday. 

And they will wait to see if Gray and, especially, Anderson can figure out their issues. 

“Over a sample of three games, you see what a starting pitching performance can do to keep you in the game,” Black said 

after Marquez helped lead them to a 2-1 victory. “Even though it was only five innings, he kept us in the game.” 

Anderson’s issues were not difficult to figure out. He threw 36 pitches in a lengthy first inning — 17 out of the strike zone. 

He walked three batters and they all scored. Colorado trailed 5-0 before Anderson’s infielders could sit down. 

He used 71 pitches to record seven outs. And Black was forced to call on Antonio Senzatela to pitch in long relief. 

Anderson had less trouble pinpointing his issues. 

“Feel wasn’t great,” Anderson said. “There were a ton of balls. And on top of that, I was falling behind and trying to make 

pitches that were too tight, trying to be too fine with things, instead of being aggressive in the zone early and often.” 
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Anderson’s issues date back to the Cactus League. He pitched 15 2/3 innings in spring training, not including a minor-

league game late in camp, and allowed 11 runs. He compiled more walks (nine) than strikeouts (seven). His spot in the 

rotation, though, was set before spring started. 

The Rockies had tabbed Anderson their No. 2 pitcher late last season after he returned from a knee injury to notch a 1.19 

ERA in September. His excellent run toward the postseason came with control. He struck out 18 and walked just three 

over the final month. 

“The walks, for a starting pitcher, are something that you just never want to do,” Black said. “Starting pitching is based on 

guys who throw strikes and guys who command the fastball. Especially Tyler. You look at his history, even as a minor-

league pitcher and the short time he’s been in the majors, he’s been a pretty good strike thrower.” 

Black used Senzatela as a kind of piggyback behind Anderson, setting up the converted starter as a safety measure in 

case Anderson faltered. Senzatela last season won 10 games in 20 starts, as many as Gray. On Friday, he gave up two 

runs in 2 2/3 innings, but on only three hits, including a bloop single and soft groundball. He did not walk a batter. 

That might leave Senzatela an opening, at some point, to return to the rotation. 

After Black pulled Senzatela on Friday, the Rockies’ rebuilt bullpen pitched seven consecutive scoreless innings through 

Saturday, with just one hit and one walk allowed. The Rockies just didn’t want to have to rely on them so much, so early, 

as their top two pitchers struggled. 

“We’re going to be in trouble if we’re expecting the bullpen to do that every night,” center fielder Charlie Blackmon said. 

 

Looking ahead 

Rockies RHP Chad Bettis (11-7, 4.39 ERA in 2017) vs. Padres RHP Bryan Mitchell (1-1, 5.79), 8:10 p.m., ATTRM; 850 

AM 

Bettis missed much of last season because he was battling cancer, but he arrived at spring training intent on getting a 

strong, fresh start. He had a couple of rough Cactus League starts, but pitched much better toward the end of spring. His 

fastball velocity increased to 92-93 mph and his command was more precise. Bettis is 0-2 in seven career games (five 
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starts) with a 3.29 ERA at Petco Park. Mitchell, part of the Chase Headley trade with the Yankees, is in a “prove-it mode” 

early with the Padres. He did show promise last season at Triple-A, notching a 3.25 ERA, 1.13 WHIP with 66 strikeouts in 

63 ⅓ innings. 

Tuesday: Rockies LHP Kyle Freeland (11-11, 4.10 ERA in 2017) vs. Padres RHP Tyson Ross (3-3, 7.71), 8:10 p.m., 

ATTRM 

Wednesday: Rockies RHP Jon Gray (0-1, 9.00 in 2018) vs. Padres LHP Clayton Richard (0-0, 1.29),  8:10 p.m.  ATTRM 

Thursday: Rockies LHP Tyler Anderson (0-0, 27.00) vs. Padres LHP Joey Lucchesi (0-0, 5.79), 1:40 p.m. ATTRM 
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Ian Desmond was pulled with an injury from the Rockies’ win over Arizona. But it didn’t just appear. 
By NICK GROKE | ngroke@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: March 31, 2018 at 10:11 pm | UPDATED: March 31, 2018 at 10:17 pm 
 

PHOENIX — Rockies first baseman Ian Desmond on Saturday was pulled before the seventh inning of his team’s 2-1 

victory over the Diamondbacks, but his right knee injury did not suddenly appear. 

Desmond was suffering soreness in the knee, according to Colorado manager Bud Black, especially in his batting stance, 

when he put weight on his back leg. Black, though, said that Desmond has been feeling pain in the knee since Thursday’s 

opening day. 

“He wasn’t at full strength as the game went on,” Black said. 

The Rockies consider Desmond’s status to be day-to-day. When asked about his health status, Desmond did not 

comment. 

Rookie first baseman Ryan McMahon replaced Desmond and struck out twice. In three starts this season, Desmond was 

5-for-12 with a home run and two RBIs. He hit well enough in the first two games that Black kept him in the lineup 

Saturday against Arizona ace right-hander Zack Greinke, even though he was just 3-for-22 in his career against Greinke. 

Desmond on Saturday singled on a hard line drive up the middle and ground out to shortstop against Greinke. He showed 

no signs of a limp or slowness. 

“He came to me and said ‘Buddy, it’s the right thing to do, let’s thing about getting Mac in there,'” Black said. 
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Kiszla: Bud Black explains the mystery of 42 and why this Rockies win over Arizona was so critical 
Trevor Story has reverted to swinging the bat like a blind-folded man taking hacks at a piñata 
By MARK KISZLA | mkiszla@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: March 31, 2018 at 7:48 pm | UPDATED: April 1, 2018 at 3:51 pm 
 

PHOENIX — Know one of the biggest lies in major-league baseball? All games are created equal. There might be 162 

games on the schedule, but every season is defined by a handful of wins and losses that reveal a team’s true personality. 

The Rockies beat Arizona 2-1 Saturday. I will guarantee right now: If Colorado makes the playoffs, this victory will be 

underscored and cherished. 

The victory allowed Colorado to avoid starting a season 0-3 for the first time since 1994. Before I took two steps in 

manager Bud Black’s office, he wanted to emphasize how essential this win was to his team. 

“Hey,” Black told me, “that’s one of 42.” 

Forty-two? It’s a secret number that often tells the tale of whether a baseball season ends in success or failure. Hang with 

me. We’ll reveal the mystery of 42, with a full explanation, in short order. 

First, let’s salute young Colorado starter German Marquez for matching Arizona ace Zack Greinke pitch for pitch, and 

applaud the two solo homers by Charlie Blackmon. 

For all the loose talk of the World Series, Colorado is a team with serious issues. After choking in his playoff debut last 

October, presumed ace Jon Gray choked again in the season-opener against Arizona. Trevor Story has reverted to 

swinging the bat like a blind-folded man taking hacks at a piñata. We wait and wait and wait some more for Tyler 

Anderson to throw a strike, while he’s off on an Easter egg hunt for his fastball command. It makes little sense that David 

Dahl, who might be the team’s second-best outfielder, toils in the minor leagues. 

Can we have a serious baseball conversation? Is that allowed in Colorado? 

In a real baseball town, be it Boston or St. Louis, fans worry and argue about the hometown team from April until October. 

In Denver, fans are told to don’t worry and be happy, because it’s always sunny on Blake Street, even when the resident 

team reveals serious holes in its playoff dreams. 
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Here’s where managing becomes much tougher than executing a double-switch. How does Black balance being patient 

with struggling players against making changes to prevent the team from getting lost in the weeds of an opening-month 

slump? 

“Patience is a virtue. And patience, at times, pays off,” Black said. “But patience also can get you in trouble. You’ve got to 

know that line.” 

Drawing the line is trickier than it looks. Former Colorado managers have struggled with the task. Clint Hurdle made an 

irritating habit of being as impatient as the baseball he constantly bounced on the dugout floor, while Walt Weiss tended to 

give players so much rope there was insufficient accountability as they drifted toward the bottom of the standings. 

With a return appearance in the 2018 playoffs expected despite the challenge of playing in baseball’s toughest division, 

Rockies hurlers Gray and Anderson were hit hard in back-to-back starts against the Diamondbacks. “If you don’t pitch, 

you’re not going to contend,” Black said. 

Ryan Spilborghs, the talented commentator for the team’s television network, reminded me no manager wants to operate 

with his finger on the panic button. Spilly cited a baseball bromide: Every major-league team, whether good or bad, wins 

60 times and loses 60 times. It’s the other 42 games that separate championship contenders from the also-rans. 

Ah, yes. There’s that mysterious number: 42. 

Does a manager know when it’s one of the 42 games that really matters? 

“You don’t know when one of them is going to come,” Black said. Unpredictability is the beauty of 42. 

When Blackmon smacked a three-run homer Friday in the fourth inning to erase a five-run deficit and pull the Rockies 

back in a 7-7 tie, however, Black stood on the top step of the Colorado dugout and immediately thought of me. 

“I was thinking about it the whole game after Charlie hit that homer,” Black said. “We’re going to win this game, and I’m 

going to tell Kiz, ‘That’s one of the 42.’ ” 

It was not to be. Arizona turned back the rally and beat Colorado 9-8. 
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The hard choices Black must contemplate include replacing Anderson in the starting rotation with Antonio 

Senzatela. Story has been dropped in the batting order, and it would be foolhardy to trust him as a cleanup hitter until he 

cuts down on his strikeout rate. Although calling up Dahl would add some offensive punch, it will do nothing to add 

balance to a lineup that feels heavy with left-handed hitters. It might be a problem general manager Jeff Bridich will 

eventually have to consider solving with a trade. 

 

These are the decisions that will impact the 42. 
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Trevor Story quickly falls into a strikeout zone to start the Rockies season 
By NICK GROKE | ngroke@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
March 31, 2018 at 7:24 pm 
 

PHOENIX — Time did not allow Trevor Story a slump two seasons ago when he broke spring camp on the Rockies’ roster 

and broke out like a sprinter on opening day. He homered twice off Arizona ace Zack Greinke and started a breakout 

rookie season with seven home runs in six days. 

Two years later and back in Arizona to start this season, the slump already found him. Colorado’s slugging shortstop went 

1-for-9 at the plate in his first two games and, worse still, he struck out seven times. The player who led the National 

League with 191 strikeouts last season quickly fell back into a worrisome trend. 

Story’s eagerness is holding him back, his manager said. 

“I see a little bit of expansion (of the strike zone), and chasing a little bit out of his hitting area,” Bud Black said. 

Story’s .370 batting average (fifth-best in baseball) and 1.081 OPS in spring training, over 54 at-bats, seemed like a 

promising sign for his evolution as a hitter in his third season. 

But there were issues hiding on his stat line. He also struck out 22 times in 60 Cactus League plate appearances, a 36.7 

percent rate. 

That is the issue that followed him into this early part of the season. 

“The only thing is that he’s fouled off a couple of pitches that you saw him squaring up (in spring),” Black said. “There 

looks to be some fastballs in the strike zone that he’s taking and maybe expanding the zone, whereas in spring training he 

wasn’t.” 

Black dropped Story to the seventh spot in the order Saturday and in the first inning Story worked his best at-bat of the 

season, if only for a minor victory. A seven-pitch battle against Greinke extended with four foul balls. In a 2-2 count, Story 

flied out to center field on a fastball. 

Bullpen starts strong. Bryan Shaw hinted that he might ride Arizona’s new bullpen carts to the mound if called upon, but 

he instead chose to walk. The Rockies’ new reliever, though, debuted strongly. He pitched a hitless eighth inning and his 

strikeout of Arizona’s Alex Avila put Shaw one K short of 400 in his eight-year career. 



    

17 
 

Adam Ottavino, too, is already racking up strikeouts. In two innings in the club’s first two games, Ottavino had six 

strikeouts. 

“I’ve seen his focus and intent to really up his concentration level,” Black said. “The breaking pitch has been for strikes 

and the fastball is coming into play. Hopefully he can continue it even though it’s only a two-game roll.” 

Footnotes. The Diamondbacks on Saturday celebrated their 20th anniversary by replicating their first pitch as a club, 

from a 1998 game against the Rockies. Andy Benes, in jeans, pitched to catcher Jorge Fabregas with former Rockies 

infielder Mike Lansing in the batter’s box. … The Rockies are off Sunday before starting a four-game series at San Diego 

on Monday, part of MLB’s new collective bargaining agreement with players that calls for more off days. 
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Rockies get first win of season as Charlie Blackmon hits two home runs 
Blackmon’s heroics helped the Rockies avoid losing their first three games for the first time since 1994 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: March 31, 2018 at 7:07 pm | UPDATED: March 31, 2018 at 10:22 pm 
 

PHOENIX — Charlie Blackmon works like a blacksmith and studies like a scholar. 

All of that sweat and application paid off for the Rockies’ rugged center fielder Saturday night at Chase Field when he hit 

blasted two home runs, including the game-winner, in a 2-1 victory over Arizona. 

“It feels really good to be part of a team win where we pitched good — pitched really, well, actually — and played good 

defense,” said Blackmon, who slugged his third homer of the young season. “Tonight, it might look like (home runs) were 

the deciding factor, but really, there was a lot of good baseball going on. I just try to keep it in perspective, we’ve only 

played three games. There is a long way to go.” 

With the game tied 1-1 in the eighth,  Blackmon strode to the plate to face Diamondbacks reliever Fernando 

Salas. Blackmon swung hard at Salas’ first pitch and got nothing but air. He swung hard at Salas’ second pitch — a 91 

mph fastball — and he got all of it, , sending the ball deep into the desert night. It was the ninth multihomer game of 

Blackmon’s career, his first since May 23 at Philadelphia. 

Arizona manager Torey Lovullo had left-hander Andrew Chafin warming up in the bullpen to face the left-handed hitting 

Blackmon, but Lovullo stuck with Salas, a right-hander. 

Blackmon’s heroics helped the Rockies avoid losing their first three games for the first time since 1994, their second year 

of existence. 

Colorado tied the game 1-1 in the sixth, when Blackmon belted a leadoff homer off Arizona ace Zack Greinke. Blackmon 

ambushed a first-pitch curveball, sending it deep into the right-field seats. 

“To be honest with you, he kind of left the ball over the middle,”  Blackmon said. 

A quartet of relievers — Chris Rusin, Bryan Shaw, Jake McGee and new closer Wade Davis — blanked the D-backs for 

four innings, allowing a total of one hit. Davis, who signed a four-year, $52 million deal to come to Colorado, pitched a 
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perfect ninth, with two strikeouts, to record his first save in a Rockies uniform. When Davis struck out Nick Ahmed to end 

the game, Davis unleashed a small fist pump. 

“Anytime you win a game it’s pretty special,” Davis said. “It just felt good to be out there in a close game and get the jitters 

out of the way.” 

It was not all good news for the Rockies. Veteran first baseman Ian Desmond left the game after the sixth inning and was 

replaced by rookie Ryan McMahon. The club described the injury as “right knee soreness” and listed Desmond as day-to-

day. 

“He’s felt it the last couple days,” manager Bud Black said. “(It’s) the back knee, when he’s in his stance, putting weight on 

the back knee. He came to me and said, ‘Buddy, it’s the right thing to do, let’s think about getting ‘Mac’ in there.’ Ian 

wasn’t at full strength as the game went on.” 

After two pratfalls on the mound to open the season, the Rockies needed a strong start, and right-hander German 

Marquez delivered the goods: five innings, one unearned run allowed on four hits. The blemish was four walks, but he 

was able to escape trouble. 

“Over a sample of three games, you see what a starting pitching performance can do to keep you in the game,” manager 

Bud Black said. “Even though it was only five innings, it kept us in the game. 

“It’s one of those games where you battle and you get your guys out there and they do it, collectively.” 

An error by shortstop Trevor Story cost the Rockies in the fourth, giving Arizona a 1-0 lead. After Daniel Descalso reached 

on a one-out single, Jarrod Dyson hit a chopper toward second base, where Story, eager to gobble up the ball and start a 

double play, took his eyes off the prize. The ball bounded into center field and Descalso scooted to third. Next, Nick 

Ahmed hit a slow grounder to Story, who started another would-be double play, but Ahmed beat DJ LeMahieu’s relay to 

first, allowing Descalso to score an unearned run. 

Marquez fell into immediate trouble in the first inning. David Peralta led off the D-backs’ first with a single, immediately 

followed by base hit to left by A.J. Pollock and it looked as if the Rockies were going to have to scramble out of an early 
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hole, again. But Marquez struck out Paul Goldschmidt on a 96 mph fastball, got Jake Lamb to chop out to second and 

squeezed a pop fly to right out of Descalso. 

Marquez, just 23, held his own against Greinke, a former Cy Young Award winner. 

“I have a lot of respect for Greinke. He’s a great pitcher,” Marquez said. “But I went out there and tried to do my thing, one 

pitch at a time, trying to hit my target.” 

Saturday marked the first time in six games, dating back to last season, that Arizona failed to score in the first inning 

against the Rockies. 
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Saunders: Tulo’s latest injury another blow for a once-great player 
In four seasons with the Rockies, from 2010 to 2013, when he should have been in the prime of his career, Troy Tulowitzki 
missed 172 games. 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: March 31, 2018 at 4:00 pm | UPDATED: April 1, 2018 at 4:37 pm 
 

PHOENIX — The “Tu-lo chant” is long faded from our memory, but a decade ago that rhythmic clapping defined what 

many envisioned would become a golden era of Rockies baseball. 

Remember? Rocktober, 2007, Troy Tulowitzki, the brash rookie, hitting .291 with 24 homers, 99 RBIs and more “did-you-

see-that?” plays than anyone in baseball? 

Remember? The playoffs, again in 2009, a .297 batting average, 32 homers, 92 RBIs and predictions of a future MVP and 

even the dream of Cooperstown? 

That all seems like so long ago. 

Friday, word came down that Tulo, 33, will have surgery on both feet to remove painful bone spurs. Toronto has put him 

on the 60-day disabled list. 

When I heard the news, my first thought was, “Oh, no, not again!” 

You might recall that Tulowitzki suffered an ankle injury last July 28 when he stepped on C.J. Cron’s foot while trying to 

beat out an infield hit in a game against the Angels.  He was hitting just .249 with seven home runs and 26 RBIs at the 

time. He has not played in a game since. 

Hard-core baseball fans, and Tulo haters, of which there seem to be many in Colorado, will be quick to point out that the 

Rockies traded Tulowitzki just in time when they shipped him to the Blue Jays that night in late July of 2015. The critics 

have a solid argument. Tulowitzki is under contract for the next three seasons with an option in 2021. He’s due $20 million 

for the 2018 season, $20 million in 2019 and $14 million in 2020. That’s the Blue Jays’ problem now. 

And, to be honest, I know more than a few people within the Rockies organization who were glad to see Tulo go. He could 

be abrasive and he rubbed some people the wrong way. He’s also stubborn, insisting that shortstop was the only place 

he’d play, even when his body started breaking down. 
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But when healthy, Tulo was a great player. In 2014, for example, Tulowitzki was hitting a career-best .340 with 21 home 

runs and 52 RBIs when he was shut down after just 91 games. Unfortunately, Tulo has come to define “injury 

prone.”  In four seasons with the Rockies, from 2010 to 2013, when he should have been in the prime of his career, he 

missed 172 games — more than a full-season’s worth — due to injuries. 

During his 12-year career, he’s suffered a broken wrist, dealt with a chronic groin injury, endured broken ribs, underwent 

surgery to repair a torn labrum in his left hip, cracked his left shoulder blade, strained a hamstring, and now is dealing with 

pain in his feet that won’t allow him to run. I imagine that playing on that harsh turf in Toronto has taken its toll. 

Bottom line: Since becoming an everyday player in 2007, Tulowitzki has played more than 140 games in a season just 

three times. 

Some people — who seem to revel in a player’s misfortune if they don’t like his personality, or if they don’t like what he’s 

done to their fantasy team — celebrate Tulo’s misfortune. 

I do not. I got along with him fairly well, even though he could be chilly and curt to other members of the media. Most off 

all, I admired Tulo’s talent, dedication and passion for the game. His inability to stay on the baseball diamond was not due 

to lack of courage or effort. 

So, when I heard the latest bad news about Tulo, I felt bad. I remembered the player he once was, and I mourned the loss 

of what could have been. 
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Bettis Won Battle for Life; Welcomes the Battle on the Field 
TRACY RINGOLSBY - APRIL 2, 2018 | InsideTheSeams.com 
 
Chad Bettis used to live for baseball. It was the focus of his life. 

Not anymore. 

And Bettis is better for it – as a pitcher and a person. 

He understands now that life and death isn’t a battle with a hitter in a game-on-the-line situation. Nah, that’s a critical 

moment. 

But life and death? That’s being diagnosed in November of 2016 with testicular cancer, getting a clean bill of health to 

show up on time for the Rockies spring training in 2017, and then finding out during a March checkup that the cancer was 

in his lymph nodes. 

“I felt great, “ he said. “I was ready to put it behind me, and then. …” 

Suddenly, instead of being part of the Rockies rotation to open the 2017 season he was headed to six weeks of chemo 

therapy. 

“People talk to me about it and I say it wasn’t that bad, but it was,” Bettis said. “I wasn’t prepared for it, mentally or 

physically. I couldn’t have been.” 

He, however, came through the chemo therapy. By last August he was back on a big-league mound, pitching for the 

Rockies. He even pitched seven strong innings and earned the Sept. 29 victory for the Rockies that proved to be the win 

that combined with Milwaukee’s loss the next afternoon clinched the Rockies wild-card spot in the post-season. 

And now he really is ready to resume his life as a part of the Rockies rotation. He will take the mound, on schedule, in the 

fourth game of the 2018 season, at San Diego on Monday night. 

It’s a year later than he had initially hoped for, but he is relishing the moment. 

“It is nice to be on the other side of it, able  to put it behind me and move forward,” said Bettis. 
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He knows that everything he does is going to get scrutiny. But he also knows he has a leadership role to assume with the 

Rockies. He doesn’t turn 29 until April 26, but he is the old man of the Rockies rotation. 

It’s a challenge, but after what Bettis has been through in the last 17 months he isn’t fazed. 

Nothing can hit him harder than being told in March of a year ago that there cancer had flared up. 

“Initially, having the surgery and everything, I felt that was the biggest scare,” said Bettis. “And then when I found out I 

was going to have to go through chemo, baseball was so far in the back of my mind. Not that I wasn’t still thinking about it 

and still caring, because it’s what I love to do and it’s been my lifelong dream to play ball. But it became about living and 

staying alive, not playing baseball. 

“After going through what I did, it made me take a little bit of a step back and re-evaluate stuff,” said Bettis. “Because I felt 

I was getting to a point where baseball was starting to define me instead of my family and my values defining me. 

Baseball being what I love to do, but not allowing it to define me anymore and essentially eat me alive.” 

Things will never be the same again. 

Bettis’ world has expanded beyond the ballpark. The game will always be a part of his life, and his competitive nature 

won’t let him back off the desire to excel. 

“This was a learning experience, that we don’t control everything that happens to us, that we have to roll with what is 

going on,” said Bettis. “Without my family and my support system and my wife, with Everleigh (his daughter born a week 

after his initial diagnosis) coming along, it would have been a completely different experience. 

“I am in a better place than I have ever been. With everything we had to go through things will not get harder. Knowing I’m 

on the other side of that now helps my mentality.” 

And having Bettis healthy and ready to go will help the Rockies. Even before the battled cancer, he showed he could 

handle the challenge of Coors Field. 
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Since the start of the 2015 season, when the Rockies underwent a major shakeup at the top and the new regime allowed 

him to resume throwing a curveball, which was his second base pitch coming out of Texas Tech, but which he had not 

been able to use during the Bill Geivett era, he has tamed Coors Field. 

He is 13-6 with a 4.46 ERA in 30 starts, the Rockies winning nine of his 11 no-decisions. 

And he is mentally tougher now than ever before. 

“I’m coming back with a bit of a chip on my shoulder,” he said. “I basically missed a whole year. It’s time for me to step up 

and be a better pitcher.” 

And he is physically ready for the challenge. 
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The good, the bad, and the ugly from the Rockies’ first series of 2018 

Here’s what stood out after the Rockies’ first series of 2018 
By Samantha Bradfield@SammieB_27 -  Apr 2, 2018, 8:00am MDT | Purple Row 

 

PHOENIX, Ariz. — The Colorado Rockies just finished up their opening series against the Arizona Diamondbacks at 

Chase Field. While they dropped the first two, they avoided the sweep thanks to Charlie Blackmon’s two home 

runs and some bullpen wizardry in Saturday’s finale. Here are some early takeaways from the first series of the season. 

The Good 

The Bullpen 

Adam Ottavino, Bryan Shaw, Jake McGee, and Wade Davis all looked outstanding. The four of them struck out 11 while 

allowing just two baserunners (a hit and a walk) in six scoreless innings. Not bad, considering the Rockies spent $106 

million on their bullpen in the offseason. 

(Some of) The Offense 

After some well publicized struggles during Spring Training, Ian Desmond seems to have found his swing. He’s at 

least finding good results so far. In 10 plate appearances, Desmond went 4-for-10 with a home run and just one 

strikeout. Chris Iannetta also had a solid first two games, going 5-for-7. 

The standout performer of the moment, however, is Charlie Blackmon. All three of his hits have been home runs (the first 

two on the first pitch of the at bat, the third on the second pitch) and his two homers on Saturday nightwere the 

difference in the game. He doesn’t seem to have slowed down from his MVP-caliber 2017. 

The Bad 

Starting Pitching 

Jon Gray and Tyler Anderson didn’t exactly have memorable 2018 debuts. They combined for 61⁄3 innings, 11 hits, 10 

runs, seven strikeouts, and seven walks. On Saturday, third starter Germán Márquez had a decent game, but it still left 

something to be desired. He threw five innings, allowed four hits and a run, and walked four. He did strikeout four batters 

as well though. It wasn’t exceptional, but it was a better start than the Rockies got in the first two games. 

https://www.purplerow.com/2018/4/2/17186704/colorado-rockies-2018-diamondbacks-series
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/4/2/17186704/colorado-rockies-2018-diamondbacks-series
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Shortstop 

Trevor Story has had some ups and downs during his tenure with the Rockies. In 2016, he lad rookie shortstops in home 

runs. In 2017, he led the league in strikeouts. After three games in 2018, he’s struck out seven times in 12 plate 

appearances. He also recorded the Rockies’ first error of the season, which allowed the Diamondbacks to take a 1-0 lead 

in the midst of Saturday’s duel. 

The Ugly 

Double Plays 

The Rockies grounded into four double plays in three games. That doesn’t seem terrible, except for two of those four 

double plays came off the bat of DJ LeMahieu in Thursday’s 8-2 blowout loss. It’s unfortunately common for LeMahieu, 

who has led the Rockies in double plays over the last few years (Arenado has been second in that category in each of 

those years also). Double plays happen, but hopefully there aren’t as many multiple offensive double play games in the 

future. 

First Base 

The situation at first base has been tricky. Desmond was named the started and so far he has been playing well. 

However, on Saturday he was lifted from the game with left knee soreness. Bud Black said, “he’s felt it the last couple 

days, a little bit of back knee, when he’s in his stance putting weight on that back knee a little bit. It got a little bothersome 

at the end and he came to me and said ‘hey, you know Buddy it’s probably the right thing to do. Let’s think about getting 

Mac in there.’ He wasn’t at full strength as the game wore on.” 

That left the door open for Ryan McMahon to finally play at first base. But McMahon has so far gone 0-3 with three big 

swinging strikeouts. Some of that could be due to limited Major League experience and also spending the majority of the 

first few games on the bench, but hopefully Desmond’s injury isn’t extensive and/or McMahon is able to start making 

contact. After one series, first base is still a looming question mark. 

Reasons for Optimism 

Trevor Story’s Saturday 
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Trevor Story is 1-for-12 with seven strikeouts and a slash line of .083/.083/.083. That’s not good. The Rockies considered 

sitting Story on Saturday, according to Black: “We debated a little bit as to whether to get him in there tonight but the 

history against [Zack] Greinke was pretty good and three games into the season, we want to get our guys going, get them 

in there, get their rhythm going.” 

Story set a different tone on Saturday night. He watched extensive film in the clubhouse before the game. While he still 

went 0-for-3, he didn’t strike and had some quality at bats. His first at bat lasted seven pitches until he finally flied out to 

center field; his second at bat was another fly out on the first pitch; and his final at bat lasted 13 pitches before an 

eventual fly out to right. After the game, Black praised the adjusted at bats, saying, “Trev’s going to be just fine, believe 

me.” 

Germán Márquez 

While Márquez didn’t have a great game, he was also able to contain Paul Goldschmidt, and that’s a cause for some 

optimism. He said that his plan for Goldschmidt was, “attack, attack the zone hard and then finish with something soft.” 

That plan succeeded—Goldschmidt went 0-for-3 against Márquez with two strikeouts. (But as good as Márquez was on 

the mound, his pitch counting in the batter’s box might need a little work.) 

Coming Up 

The Rockies flew to California last night to open up a four game series against the San Diego Padres before returning 

home on Friday, April 6. Here are the probables for the San Diego series: 

Monday, April 2 at 8:10 pm MDT – RHP Chad Bettis vs. Bryan Mitchell 

Tuesday, April 3 at 8:10 pm MDT – LHP Kyle Freeland vs. RHP Tyson Ross 

Wednesday, April 4 at 8:10 pm MDT – RHP Jon Gray vs. LHP Clayton Richard 

Thursday, April 5 at 1:40 pm MDT – LHP Tyler Anderson vs. LHP Joey Lucchesi 
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Ringolsby: Inside Charlie Blackmon’s strange path from ordinary reliever to extraordinary big leaguer 
By Tracy Ringolsby - Posted on April 2, 2018 | BSN Denver 
 
Three years into his college career, Rockies center fielder Charlie Blackmon was a left-handed relief specialist. His junior 

year at Georgia Tech, he only threw 12 innings. 

But then, Blackmon’s baseball journey took a strange turn.  

He was given a chance to play in a College Summer League with a team in Grand Prarie, Texas, but that left arm was 

bothering him. 

So, when he showed up, he told manager Rusty Greer, a former Rangers outfielder, that he was an outfielder. The first 

chapter in a strange tale of Charlie Blackmon’s emergence as a big-league All-Star was being written. 

“I was coming back from bone spurs and was super inconsistent,” Blackmon remembered. “I wasn’t very good. But I 

wanted to play baseball. I hit a little bit in junior college, but I had not played a position since high school. It wasn’t like I 

thought I was going to be a great hitter. I just wanted to get on the field.” 

By the end of the summer, Blackmon was an outfielder—period. He had taken the first step in a transition that has allowed 

him to blossom as an All-Star, an NL batting champion, and the man who, last summer, set a major-league record for 

leadoff hitters with 103 of his 104 RBI coming out of the top spot in the lineup. 

The biggest challenge came when he showed up for the fall semester at Georgia Tech. Greer had called Tech coach 

Danny Hall, but Hall wasn’t sure the move was going to work. 

“I come back and it’s, ‘All right, you think you are a hitter now?’” Blackmon remembers Hall saying. 

Hall was willing to give it a look, but he wasn’t going to make it easy. 

“I remember that first workout in the fall. The first guy I face in an intra-squad game is our Friday night pitcher, David 

Duncan,” said Blackmon. “He’s left-handed. He is 6-foot-9, 230. He was a fifth-round draft choice of the Astros. I wasn’t 

really excited he was going to be my first at-bat. He threw a fastball over the plate and I hit it as good as I can hit a 

baseball. It goes way out. In intra-squad games, you don’t hit a home run and run the bases. I touch first base and head 

back to the dugout. Danny Hall is laughing, completely laughing. He doesn’t know what to think. I am thinking I was meant 

to be an outfielder. Since that time I was a hitter.” 
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A pretty good hitter. He was, after all, taken by the Rockies in the second round of the draft after his senior year at Tech, 

much to Blackmon’s surprise. 

“When it’s just one season, you have to get someone’s attention early enough that they are going to pay enough attention 

to you that when it comes to the draft, they are willing to push hard for you,” he said. “I was a one-year wonder. Going in 

the second round was crazy high. I was thinking the 15th to 20th rounds would be good.” 

By the time teams were finalizing their draft lists, however, Blackmon had made a believer of Hall. How big a believer? Big 

enough that he convinced Rockies special assistant Danny Montgomery that Blackmon was the real deal. 

“I flew in on Sunday to see a kid on a Sunday game. Coach Hall tells me to keep an eye on his center fielder, that the kid 

had been a pitcher, but he’s hitting now,” said Montgomery. “He told me, ‘Rusty Greer worked with him during the summer 

and kept saying I need to let the guy hit so I let the guy hit.’” 

Montgomery shows up for the Sunday game and keeps an eye on Blackmon. He liked what he saw. 

“Tech had a make-up game on Monday so I decided to stay another day and (Blackmon) again,” Montgomery said. “I 

didn’t tell anybody, not even our area scout. I show up on Monday and I am sitting at the top of the stadium, away from 

everybody else. I like him.” 

How much did Montgomery like him? He liked him enough that he got scouting director Bill Schmidt to select Blackmon in 

the second round, a pick that had most scouting directors shaking their heads in disbelief. If they had reports on 

Blackmon, they were the kind that would have had him going in the 20th round or later. 

“I’m not knocking anybody, but after what Danny Hall told me and what I saw I was like, ‘Wow, look at this guy,’” said 

Montgomery. 

Blackmon certainly isn’t a sleeper anymore. 
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Charlie Blackmon admits he takes a different approach based on the score of the game 
By Drew Creasman - Posted on April 1, 2018 | BSN Denver  
 
In 2017, we here at BSN Denver kept constant updates on the man we dubbed the King of Clutch, Nolan Arenado. His 

insane performance over the last four seasons in high leverage situations stood in direct contrast to arguments that such 

a thing as “clutch” does not exist and flew in the face of those who believed his RBI totals were reliant on Coors Field 

rather than his own innate ability to rise to the occasion. 

No matter which numbers you look at, if you choose to look, you will see a player who has been one of the very best in 

MLB at swinging a game in his team’s favor. But one of his teammates qualifies for that list as well. Lead-off hitters aren’t 

typically seen as run producers, but Charlie Blackmon is no typical lead-off hitter. 

He famously set a new Major League record for RBI out of the top spot in the order last season, and again the choruses 

rang out from those who despise the stat and his home ballpark. But, like with Arenado, the deeper you look, the more 

truth you find about a player who, with purpose and by design, excels with the game on the line. 

Last season, he hit .383/.462/.700 in 144 plate appearances with runners in scoring position and .339/.458/.712 in 72 

plate appearances with two outs and runners in scoring position. That’s an OPS of 1.162 and 1.170 respectively. In 

situations that Baseball Reference deemed “High Leverage” (74 plate appearances) he slashed .438/.500/.703 for an 

OPS of 1.203. If you can’t see how that helped the Rockies win games and make the postseason—and if you resign to 

call that a product of Coors Field—I can’t help you. 

“I feel like it’s important to know what the situation is,” Blackmon said after hitting two solo home runs in a 2-1 win over the 

Arizona Diamondbacks. “Sometimes that may dictate what you need to do in the box.” Some ballplayers find changing 

any part of their approach can lead to pitfalls. Even Arenado has told us on many occasions that the key is to not treat 

those at-bats as any different from the rest. 

Hitting a baseball is hard enough without mentally putting extra pressure on yourself before the pitcher even delivers. But 

Blackmon is a remarkably cerebral player who thinks about every aspect of the game constantly like a detective hooked 

on the same unsolvable case for years. He knows full well what the score is when he steps into the box and admits that 

he can let that change his approach, a system that would sink a lesser player. 

“Sometimes, one run is much more important, sometimes you need to score a whole bunch of runs so that may help you 

approach your at-bat a little differently,” he says. 
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All of Blackmon’s hits so far in 2018 are home runs. Two of them tied the game. One put his team ahead for their first 

victory. Interestingly, for an incredibly patient hitter, the first two came on the first pitch of the at-bat and the third on the 

second pitch. 

Manager Bud Black was asked after the win on Saturday if this early aggression from Blackmon would make him, 

somehow, an even scarier guy to pitch to. “He’s dangerous,” he replied. “I think that Charlie’s proven that he’s got to be 

feared from the first pitch on. If the guy in the box is ready to hit, the pitcher knows it and you’ve got to be careful with that 

first one. If you’re not, heads up.” 

Heads up, indeed. 

This mentality also helps explain why a guy who hit 37 home runs last season is leading off where traditional logic says 

you might want him in the middle of the order. The Rockies want Charlie Blackmon getting as many at-bats as is humanly 

possible and setting the tone from the very first pitch of the game, a pitch no opponent can feel confident in just getting 

over for an easy strike. Plus, as Saturday proved, he can power an offense from the leadoff spot just fine. 
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The good and the bad from the Rockies opening series against the Diamondbacks 
By Ronnie Kohrt -  March 31, 2018 | Mile High Sports 
 
The Colorado Rockies wrap up their first series of the year on a high note in Arizona, capturing their first win of the year 

and avoid the sweep. 

After losing the first two of the series, Colorado won a tight 2-1 series finale as Rockies fans got a glimpse at Colorado’s 

newly revamped bullpen, as well as power from predictable places. Here’s some of the good and the bad from Colorado’s 

series against the Arizona Diamondbacks. 

The bullpen is as good as advertised…so far 

The Rockies pricey bullpen was lights-out, including a perfectly aligned Bryan Shaw, Jake McGee, Wade Davis 7th-8th-

9th inning finish in the series finale. But don’t let that hide Chris Rusin‘s series performance, where he picked up right 

where he left off from 2017. 

Rusin threw 2.1 innings in the series, striking out two. While his box score won’t read well from game two of the series (3 

earned runs) Rusin shut the door on a bases loaded, no outs situation in the fifth inning of that same game. Rusin came 

out for the sixth inning and faltered, as runs he left on-base scored from hits off Scott Oberg. 

Davis, Shaw and McGee will steal the spotlight, but an underrated arm in the Colorado bullpen remains Rusin. Rusin led 

the National League in innings by a relief pitcher (85) in 2017 with a 2.65 ERA. If the Rockies get anything like 2017 Rusin 

in 2018, the bullpen will be that much stronger as they have a dependable arm that can bridge the gap from a shorter-

then-expected starting performance, to the late inning relievers. 

Charlie Blackmon remains the best lead-off hitter in baseball. 

Among lead-off hitters in baseball in 2017, Charlie Blackmon led the MLB in hits, RBI, batting average, doubles, triples, 

home runs, on base percentage and slugging percentage. 

Time for an encore? 

Blackmon hit the game-winning home run Saturday night, giving him two for the game, three hits for the series (all home 

runs) as Blackmon looks to put together another stellar year to back up his historic 2017. 
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Adam Ottavino‘s slider is back…for now 

Two innings, six strike outs and no hits. That was the opening series for Adam Ottavino, who looks to bounce back from a 

down year in 2017. Ottavino quickly found himself back on the mound on Opening Day, responding with a 14-pitch sixth 

inning, striking out the side in order, mainly utilizing that deadly slider that remains his signature pitch. 

Whether it be the sweeping or the tighter version of his signature pitch. Ottavino’s slider returning to form is extremely 

encouraging for the 32-year old righty. While early, initial signs are very promising for Ottavino. 

Jon Gray is still a question mark 

With a chance to wipe the bad taste out of his mouth, Gray returned to the Chase Field mound, the last mound he pitched 

on competitively in the 2017 N.L. Wild Card game, where he gave up four runs on seven hits, only lasting an 1.1 innings. 

In his return, Gray went four innings, allowing four runs, seven hits and ultimately would pick up the loss on Opening Day. 

An underwhelming bounce-back that certainly wasn’t the plan for Gray. 

If Gray is to take the next step this year, starts like Opening Day for Gray, need to be few and far between in his 2018 

campaign. 

Chris Iannetta‘s bat 

Iannetta reached base six of his eight times in the Arizona series. This is surprisingly refreshing for Colorado, who signed 

Iannetta to a two-year deal in the off season mainly to bring a veteran presence behind the plate. But his offense at the 

plate, is a major bonus to the Rockies lineup. 

What’s next for Colorado 

The Rockies will get Easter Sunday off, before heading to San Diego for a four-game set with the Padres starting Monday, 

April 2nd. 

Chad Bettis, Kyle Freeland, Jon Gray and Tyler Anderson are the expected starters in the series as the Rockies start their 

2018 season with seven games on the road, before coming home to their home opener on Friday, April 6th against the 

Atlanta Braves. 
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