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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
1989-Luis Quinones is named National League Player of the Week 

MLB.COM 
 

Suarez, Lorenzen clutch as Reds take series 

Third baseman earns 100th RBI of year; bullpen holds Cards to one run 

By Sean Collins MLB.com 

Sep. 2nd, 2018 

 

ST. LOUIS -- With the bases loaded in the bottom of the ninth of the Reds' 6-4 win on Sunday afternoon at Busch Stadium, interim 

manager Jim Riggleman had a decision to make, and Michael Lorenzen had no choice but to rise to the occasion. 

 

The Reds did what no other club could the past month, snapping the Cardinals' streak of 10 straight series wins. In a game that 

included a Eugenio Suarez go-ahead two-run home run off Bud Norris in the 10th inning, it was walking Cardinals' Matt Carpenter 

in the ninth that made all the difference, according to Riggleman. 

 

"I'm in there thinking, 'What's more likely: a Carpenter homer or a [Francisco] Pena double?" he said. "In my mind, I'm feeling like, 

'How many times are we going to let Carpenter, Yelich…these left handers just kill us? They're going to have to beat us with Pena.'" 

 

Pena singled, but there was no walk-off. Lorenzen escaped the jam following Scooter Gennett's nab of Yairo Munoz at home, and 

the pitcher handled the heart of the Cardinals' lineup. 

 

"The only way was just by attacking and not giving in, and I gave [right fielder Jose Martinez] and [left fielder Marcell Ozuna] this 

look when they walked up like, 'Let's go. It's me vs. you right here,'" Lorenzen said. "It's one of those times you dream about as a 

kid. It was just one of those times where you step up to the moment and rise or get eaten alive. I wasn't going to get eaten alive." 

 

Along with the necessary composure of the Reds bullpen and some extra-inning power, it was Billy Hamilton's legs that dominated 

a couple decisive moments of this series finale. He converted two hits that most other players would stop at first base on into 

doubles, both resulting in runs. 

 

"You can't really teach guys going hard. It's just something like, when you go hard, good things happen," Hamilton said. "We've got 

guys that can score you from first, but it's easier to get to second base and get the run in like that. It worked out well for us." 

 

Everything favored Cincinnati early against Cardinals pitcher Luke Weaver. The right-hander allowed five of the first six Reds he 

faced to reach, resulting in two runs with just one out in what ended as a 40-pitch first inning. Weaver ultimately avoided significant 

damage in his four innings pitched, as the Reds squandered two separate bases-loaded opportunities in the first and second. 

 

"In the first two innings, I felt like we left runners out there," Riggleman said. "We should've scored more runs, and I was afraid it 

would come back to haunt us, and it did." 

 

The Cardinals caught up with Reds starter Anthony DeSclafani in the fourth on an RBI single from Bader. DeSclafani was chased 

out of the game following another RBI single from second baseman Greg Garcia after just 3 2/3 innings. 

 

Hamilton ended the 2-2 standstill when he scored on a sacrifice fly from Votto in the seventh after turning his ground ball to right 

into an extra-base hit. 

 

Reliever Lucas Sims, who was recalled from Triple-A Louisville on Saturday, went two scoreless innings with a walk and three 

strikeouts in his Reds debut. Jared Hughes, who allowed the tying run in the eighth, made his fourth relief appearance in six days. 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 



Cardinals center fielder Harrison Bader showed his own wheels when he beat out a throw to first that scored a game-tying run in the 

eighth. Gennett got Bader at second on the following play, when Garcia hit a chopper to him, but Bader's speed nearly beat that 

throw, too. 

 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 

Suarez hit a couple milestones during the series at Busch Stadium, reaching 100 doubles on his career and 100 RBIs in a single 

season for the first time in his career. The double came on Saturday, and the 100th RBI on the game-winning homer run in the 10th 

inning Sunday. 

 

"We don't care who is on the other side of the clubhouse," Suarez said. "We just try to win a lot of games, and everybody knows 

who the Cardinals are. It's hard to beat these guys. Before this series they came in hot with 10 straight, but we do our job." 

 

HE SAID IT 

"He threw me that 95 [mph] fastball right in my face, and I said, 'OK, now you want to throw to me.' I was just ready in that at-bat. I 

know how they try to get me out, and I just was ready, and he missed that right there, and I put my barrel on it well, and the ball 

went out." -- Suarez, on the home run off Norris 

 

REDS TRADE TUCKER TO BRAVES 

The Reds traded outfielder Preston Tucker to the Braves for cash considerations on Sunday afternoon. 

 

Tucker was sent to the Reds on July 30, along with pitchers Matt Wisler and Sims, in exchange for Adam Duvall. 

 

He slashed .189/.286/.378 in 17 games with the Reds. 

 

UP NEXT 

Matt Harvey (6-7, 4.97 ERA) will meet right-hander Trevor Williams (11-9, 3.30 ERA) when the Reds travel to Pittsburgh on 

Monday for the first of a three-game set. Harvey was strong in his most recent road start vs. the Cubs, who he held to one run over 5 

1/3 innings with six strikeouts. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Eugenio Suarez gets to 100 RBI for Cincinnati Reds in style, his 2-run shot key to win over St. Louis Cardinals 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 6:07 p.m. ET Sept. 2, 2018 | Updated 7:27 p.m. ET Sept. 2, 2018 

 

ST. LOUIS – Eugenio Suarez got to 100 RBI in style.  

 

Suarez's two-run home run in the 10th inning lifted the Reds to a 6-4 victory over the St. Louis Cardinals before a crowd of 45,753 

on a steamy Sunday at Busch Stadium. 

 

"That was really good to win a game like that,' Suarez said. "It was exciting. We battled the whole game. We played well 

defensively. The pitchers did a good job. Both sides played hard to try to win this game. 

 

"My 100th RBI is special. That's what I always dreamed of, and today, I can say my dreams came true. For me 30 homers, 100 RBI 

in the regular season  is amazing. I'm so happy right now." 

 

Joey Votto walked against Cardinal closer Bud Norris to start the 10th. An out later, Suarez hit his 31st home run of the year. 

Brandon Dixon followed Suarez's home run with one of his own in make it 6-3.   

 

The back-to-back homers came after a stunning escape by the Reds in the ninth.  

 

Yairo Munoz led off with a double off Michael Lorenzen on an 0-2 pitch. The Reds intentionally walked Matt Carpenter. Francisco 

Pena put down a perfect bunt to load the bases.  

 

The Reds brought in Dixon as a fifth infielder with Jose Martinez at the plate. Lorenzen struck out Martinez. Marcell Ozuna 

grounded to Scooter Gennett, who threw home to force Munoz out. After the Reds returned to regualr defensive set, Lorenzen got 

DeJong to pop to shallow right to leave the bases loaded.  

 

"They got to figure, 'hey, we got to win that game right here,' " Reds manager Jim Riggleman said. "You got bases loaded nobody 

out, you've got to win that game. Mike just made some good pitches. Scooter made a nice play. That's the third time in game-ending 

situation where Scooter's thrown a strike to the plate."  



 

The Cardinals brought the winning run to the plate in the bottom of the 10th. Raisel Igleias walked Patrick Wisdom, who came 

around to score and make it 6-4. Iglesias, who had gone 13 games without walking anyone, walked pinch-hitter Carson Kelly with 

two outs. That brought up National League home run leader Carpenter.  

 

After Iglesias went 2-0, the Reds intentionally walked Carpenter.  

 

"That was aa really tough call,"  Riggleman said. "I was thinking what was more likely a Carpenter homer or a Pena double… I got 

tired of the these left-handers beating us with home runs."  

 

Pena lined out to right to end – a ball Mason Williams nearly lost in the sun. 

 

"After the ninth inning – bases loaded, no outs – it was great to win like that," Suarez said. "Lorenzen did a really good job." 

 

 Right-hander Anthony DeSclafani only went 3 ⅔ innings, despite allowing just two runs on five hits. DeSclafani walked two and 

struck out five.  

 

The Reds won the final two games to take the series. The Reds have taken three straight series from the Cardinals for the first time 

since they won four straight from St. Louis in 1979. 

 

The Reds jumped on St. Louis right-hander Luke Weaver from the start. Billy Hamilton led off with a Billy Hamilton double. He 

dropped one into short center and never stopped running. 

 

After Hamilton moved up on Jose Peraza’s groundout, Votto walked.  Gennett got Hamilton in and sent Votto to third with a single. 

Votto scored on a wild pitch with Suarez at the plate to make it 2-0. 

 

Suarez and Scott Schebler walked to load the bases, but Williams hit into a 6-4-3 double play to allow Weaver to escape with 

minimal damage.  

 

"I felt like we left runs out there," Riggleman said. "I was afraid it would come back to haunt us and it did."  

 

DeSclafani had a relatively easy go of it after allowing the first two batters to reach in the first. But it got away from him in the 

fourth. He hit Ozuna with a pitch to start the inning. DeJong followed with a single. 

 

DeSclafani got an out but then allowed an RBI double to Harrison Bader after getting ahead 0-2. Greg Garcia put down a perfect 

bunt to get DeJong in and tie it.  

 

DeSclafani struck out pinch-hitter Tyler O’Neill. 

 

That didn’t save DeSclafani from the early hook. Riggleman brought on left-hander Wandy Peralta to face Carpenter. Carpenter’s 

splits are slightly worse against left-handers – .281 vs. righties, .258 vs. lefties. It worked out for the Reds. Carpenter grounded out 

to keep it tied.  

 

He was the only batter Peralta faced. Right-hander Lucas Sims took over and pitched the fifth and sixth. Sims is the 32nd pitcher the 

Reds have used – tying a team record set in 2016.  

 

Jared Hughes took over for Sims in the seventh. 

 

The Reds took the lead in the seventh. Hamilton led off that would have been a single for the other 749 big leaguers. But as the ball 

rolled into right field, Hamilton never broke stride. By the time right fielder Martinez realized what Hamilton was up to, it was too 

late. Hamilton beat Martinez’s throw to second with a slide.  

 

A bunt from Jose Peraza and a long fly ball from Votto followed, and the Reds had a run and a 3-2 lead. 

 

Hughes walked Molina to start the eighth. Martinez followed with a single. Hughes got Ozuna to ground out – allowing the runners 

to advance. The Reds intentionally walked Paul DeJong. Hughes got Patrick Wisdom to pop out.  

 

But Harrison Bader hit a slow roller to shortstop Peraza. He barehanded it and made a strong throw, but Bader beat it and tie the 

game.  

 

Turns out, things were just getting interesting. 

 



 

Cincinnati Reds top prospect Nick Senzel is progressing, but he's not on the Arizona Fall League roster 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 2:09 p.m. ET Sept. 2, 2018 

 

ST. LOUIS — When the Arizona Fall League rosters were announced, the most noteworthy thing for the Reds was the name that 

was missing.  

 

Top prospect Nick Senzel is not among the Reds players going. Senzel is, of course, recovering from June 26 surgery to repair a 

torn tendon in his right index finger. 

 

He’s in Goodyear, Arizona, rehabbing. There’s a possibility that the Reds could add Senzel to their AFL group if he’s far enough 

along in his rehab. 

 

But it’s not that simple. 

 

“You’re guaranteed so many spots,” general manager Nick Krall said. “We’ve got Taylor Trammell going. There are rules 

governing injuries. You can’t just put an injured player on. He’d have to be healthy, and everything goes according to plan.” 

 

Senzel, 23, is progressing well. 

 

“He’s rehabbing and coming back,” Krall said. “It just takes time with little ‘nuisancy’ rehab stuff.” 

 

Senzel has not begun to hit yet. 

 

“It’s a progression. You’ve got to get to one progression to move onto the next," Krall said. “He’s getting close.” 

 

Senzel is the No. 4 prospect in all of baseball, according to Baseball America. He hit .310 with 12 doubles, six home runs and 25 

RBI in 44 games for Triple-A Louisville before the injury. 

 

But he spent the bulk of his time at second base. The Reds are likely to bring back Scooter Gennett for 2019 and possibly long-term. 

If that’s the case, Senzel needs a place to play.  

 

Senzel could get work in the outfield in Instructional League, even if he doesn’t go to the Arizona Fall League. 

 

“If the time allows for it, you want to get him as much playing time as possible,” Krall said. “It’s just making sure — this is a very 

rare injury for baseball players to get — you want to make a sure the guy is completely up and running before you starting to 

progress him. 

 

“We don’t need to get him in today. We want to make sure he’s ready for spring training. That said, there are a lot of guys playing 

well in the big leagues, he’s going to have to come into spring training and have a chance to play several different positions.” 

 

The three position players the Reds are sending to the Fall League are second baseman Shed Long, shortstop Alfredo Rodriguez and 

outfielder Trammell.  

 

Long, 23, is hitting .261 with 11 home runs and 54 RBI in 445 at-bats for Double-A Pensacola. Rodriguez is the 23-year-old Cuban 

the Reds signed for $7 million. He is hitting .207 with two home runs and 12 RBI in 111 at-bats at High-A Daytona. Trammell, the 

No. 3 prospect in the organization, is hitting .277 with a .375 on-base, eight home runs, 25 steals and 41 RBI for Daytona. 

 

NO FREE PASSES: When closer Raisel Iglesias walked the first batter he faced in the eighth inning, Yadier Molina, Saturday, it 

snapped a 13-game and 14 1/3-inning streak of not allowing a walk for Iglesias. 

 

“I didn’t know that,” Reds manager Jim Riggleman said. “Somebody mentioned this to me once, and I found it to be true: If you’re 

winning the game late — eighth, ninth inning — and lose, you probably had walks or errors. Your eighth or ninth inning guys can 

get guys out, but the walks or if somebody misplays a ball, and there you go. 

 

“To not walk guys is huge.” 

 

FINE LINE: The Reds’ most reliable relievers — veteran right-handers Jared Hughes and David Hernandez — had their worst 

months in August.  

 

Hughes had a 4.09 ERA and Hernandez had a 5.40 ERA.  



 

“That’s something I have been able to nail down as to what it is,” Riggleman said. “Is it the usage from early in the year that hurt 

their August? Or are they not pitching enough? When I pitched them more, they were outstanding. 

 

“The last time (Hughes) had three days off, he got hit hard by Milwaukee, then pitched the next two days in a row and was lights 

out.” 

    

Riggleman has monitored the pace on his relievers since early May.  

 

“None are on pace for 80 innings,” Riggleman said. “Personally, I don’t think 80 is that many. When you’re trying to win games, 

and those are your seventh-, eighth- and ninth-inning pitchers, you’re going to have to use them.” 

 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
 

Suarez, Dixon homer, Reds beat Cardinals 6-4 in 10 innings 

 By JOE HARRIS 

 Yesterday 

 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Eugenio Suarez reached the 100-RBI milestone for the first time in style. 

 

Suarez’s two-run homer off of Bud Norris in the 10th inning lifted the Cincinnati Reds to a 6-4 win over the St. Louis Cardinals on 

Sunday. The blast gave Suarez RBIs 99 and 100 this season. His previous RBI high was 82 in 2017. 

 

“For me to hit that homer and my 100th RBI, that’s special,” Suarez said. “That’s what I always dreamed of and today I can tell my 

dreams come true.” 

 

Suarez got locked in after spinning away from a Norris fastball two pitches earlier. 

 

“He threw that 95 mile per hour fastball right at my face and then I said, ‘Now where you want to throw it to me,’” Suarez said. “I 

just wanted to be ready that at-bat. I know how they try to get me out. I put my bat barrel on it and hit it well and the ball went out.” 

 

After Suarez’s career-high 31st of the season, Brandon Dixon hit a solo homer four pitches later as the Reds hit back-to-back 

homers for the fifth time this season, the sixth and seventh home runs given up by Norris (3-4). 

 

They came right after Michael Lorenzen (2-1) pitched out a bases loaded, nobody out jam in the ninth without giving up a run to 

send the game to extra innings. Raisel Iglesias earned his 25th save in 29 chances despite allowing a run for the fourth time in his 

last five outings. 

 

“Your nervous system hits a different gear,” Lorenzen said. “It was definitely a different gear and it feels good to come out on top 

and with Suarez hitting that home run. It just felt like we’re leaving feeling really good about ourselves right now so it’s a positive.” 

 

Lorenzen’s escape act was even more impressive considering it came against the Cardinals three, four and five hitters. 

 

“Give credit to them and they got out of it and we weren’t able to execute,” Cardinals manager Mike Shildt said. “Our situational 

hitting wasn’t where we want it tonight, but it has been a strength of our club and we expect it to continue to be a strength of our 

club. You can’t overreact to one, two, three at bats.” 

 

The Reds won for just the third time in their last 11 games, including the last two against the Cardinals, snapping their series 

winning streak at 10. St. Louis (76-61) fell a half game behind the Milwaukee Brewers into the second wild card spot in the 

National League. 

 

Billy Hamilton sparked a two-run first inning with a leadoff double. Scooter Gennett’s single scored Hamilton and Joey Votto took 

home on a Luke Weaver wild pitch. 

 

Weaver, making his first start since Aug. 16, needed 40 pitches to get through the first. He also pitched out of a bases loaded jam in 

the second before settling in and being lifted for a pinch hitter in the bottom of the fourth. 

 

“I think early it was just trying to find that rhythm, trying to sync everything up, just a little hot out there, just trying to gather 

myself,” Weaver said. “I threw some pitches they were close, I just kept hitting in the wrong spots that he wasn’t calling. It was just 

trying to make those adjustments.” 

 



Reds starter Anthony DeSclafani ran into trouble in the fourth, giving up an RBI double to Harrison Bader and an RBI bunt single 

to Greg Garcia to tie it at 2-2. His 3 2/3 inning performance was his shortest outing since July 15, when he last just 3 1/3 innings in 

a 6-4 loss to the Cardinals also at Busch Stadium. 

 

Hamilton used his speed to stretch a leadoff single to right into a double in the seventh. He moved to third on a Jose Peraza sacrifice 

and trotted home to break a 2-2 tie on a Votto fly to center. 

 

Bader used his legs to tie it for the Cardinals in the eighth, beating out a slow grounder to short for a bases loaded infield single to 

tie it 3-3. 

 

“They get bases loaded nobody out, they got to figure ‘Hey we’ve got to win this game right here,’ and you know we’ve been on the 

other end of that a few times and today that’s one where they legitimately go home and say we’ve got to win that game,” Reds 

interim manager Jim Riggleman said. 

 

TRAINING ROOM 

 

Reds: OF Preston Tucker was traded to the Atlanta Braves for cash considerations. 

 

Cardinals: RHP Michael Wacha (left oblique strain) threw a bullpen on Sunday and is expected to go out on a rehab assignment this 

week. 

 

UP NEXT 

 

Reds: RHP Matt Harvey (6-7, 4.97 ERA) gets the start in the first game of three-game series Monday afternoon at Pittsburgh and 

RHP Trevor Williams (11-9, 3.30 ERA). Harvey is 1-2 with a 7.36 ERA against the Pirates this season. 

 

Cardinals: RHP Jack Flaherty (8-6, 2.87 ERA) kicks off a three-game series at Washington and St. Louisan RHP Max Scherzer (16-

6, 2.22 ERA) on Monday afternoon. Flaherty has won four straight decisions and will make his first career start against the 

Nationals. 

 

Transactions 
 

09/02/18  

Cleveland Indians sent RHP Cody Anderson on a rehab assignment to Akron RubberDucks. 

Chicago Cubs sent RHP Cory Mazzoni outright to Iowa Cubs. 

New York Yankees recalled RHP Jonathan Loaisiga from Trenton Thunder. 

Chicago White Sox activated C Welington Castillo from the 10-day disabled list. 

Atlanta Braves traded LHP Tyler Watson to Chicago White Sox. 

Philadelphia Phillies activated 1B Justin Bour. 

San Francisco Giants recalled SS Kelby Tomlinson from Sacramento River Cats. 

Milwaukee Brewers recalled RHP Zach Davies from Wisconsin Timber Rattlers. 

Milwaukee Brewers recalled RHP Corey Knebel from Colorado Springs Sky Sox. 

Cleveland Indians activated RHP Neil Ramirez from the 10-day disabled list. 

Texas Rangers recalled LHP Yohander Mendez from Round Rock Express. 

Tampa Bay Rays selected the contract of SS Andrew Velazquez from Durham Bulls. 

Minnesota Twins recalled RHP Zack Littell from Rochester Red Wings. 

Los Angeles Dodgers selected the contract of C Rocky Gale from Oklahoma City Dodgers. 

Los Angeles Dodgers recalled RHP Brock Stewart from Oklahoma City Dodgers. 

Los Angeles Dodgers placed RHP Brock Stewart on the 60-day disabled list. Right oblique strain. 

Atlanta Braves selected the contract of 3B Ryan Flaherty from Gwinnett Stripers. 

Atlanta Braves placed CF Michael Reed on the 60-day disabled list. Left low back strain. 

Cincinnati Reds traded LF Preston Tucker to Atlanta Braves for cash. 

Miami Marlins sent RHP Elieser Hernandez on a rehab assignment to New Orleans Baby Cakes. 

Miami Marlins sent LHP Jarlin Garcia on a rehab assignment to New Orleans Baby Cakes. 

Tampa Bay Rays recalled RHP Jose Mujica from Durham Bulls. 

Tampa Bay Rays placed RHP Jose Mujica on the 60-day disabled list. 

Atlanta Braves designated RF Dustin Peterson for assignment.  

  

 


