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 NBC Sports Chicago, Cubs see a lot of 'fight' in Yu Darvish as he works his way back to rotation 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/cubs-see-lot-fight-yu-darvish-he-works-his-way-back-
rotation-epstein-maddon-gimenez 
 

 NBC Sports Chicago, Kris Bryant proves he's actually human 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/kris-bryant-proves-hes-actually-human-slump-mvp-rizzo-
maddon 

 

 Chicago Tribune, 'Freak' play that fooled Cubs was choreographed by Brewers' Lorenzo Cain 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-brewers-lorenzo-cain-rundown-
20180612-story.html 
 

 Chicago Tribune, Cubs manage just two hits in 4-0 loss to Brewers 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-brewers-20180612-story.html 
 

 Chicago Tribune, Kris Bryant not running away from 0-for-15 slump 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-kris-bryant-slump-20180613-
story.html 
 

 Chicago Tribune, Cubs encouraged after Yu Darvish throws bullpen session 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-yu-darvish-bullpen-session-
20180612-story.html 
 

 Chicago Tribune, Despite Cubs' surge, pesky Brewers aren't going anywhere 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-brewers-success-20180612-
story.html 
 

 Chicago Tribune, Cubs wives lose softball showdown with Brewers but win for RBI charity 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-brewers-wives-softball-
20180612-story.html 
 

 Chicago Sun-Times, Tyler Chatwood looks better but not good enough to prevent Cubs’ loss to 
Brewers 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/tyler-chatwood-looks-better-but-not-good-enough-to-
prevent-cubs-loss-to-brewers/ 
 

 Chicago Sun-Times, Yu Darvish has key comeback day on mound, says Cubs fans don’t ‘hate’ him 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/yu-darvish-has-key-comeback-day-on-mound-says-cubs-fans-
dont-hate-him/ 
 

 Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs playing like a trade-deadline buyer — without a shopping list 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-playing-like-a-trade-deadline-buyer-without-a-shopping-
list/ 
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 Chicago Sun-Times, Hey, taxi! Luke Farrell, Randy Rosario et al. giving Cubs options galore in ’pen 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/hey-taxi-luke-farrell-randy-rosario-et-al-giving-cubs-options-
galore-in-pen/ 
 

 Daily Herald, Chicago Cubs have pitching issues to solve 
http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180612/chicago-cubs-have-pitching-issues-to-solve 
 

 Daily Herald, Chicago Cubs' Darvish all 'good' after bullpen session 
http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180612/chicago-cubs-darvish-all-good-after-bullpen-session 

 

 The Athletic, Yu Darvish speaks: ‘I just want to take the time and process things slowly’ 
https://theathletic.com/390949/2018/06/13/yu-darvish-speaks-i-just-want-to-take-the-time-and-
process-things-slowly/ 
 

 The Athletic, Sources: Cubs finalizing deal with first-round pick Nico Hoerner 
https://theathletic.com/390181/2018/06/12/sources-cubs-finalizing-deal-with-first-round-pick-nico-
hoerner/ 

 

 Cubs.com, Bryant, Cubs left frustrated in 2-hit shutout 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/kris-bryant-cubs-left-frustrated-vs-brewers/c-280997552 
 

 Cubs.com, Darvish's bullpen session impresses Cubs 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/yu-darvish-bullpen-session-impresses-cubs/c-280959392 
 

 Cubs.com, Cubs near deal with top pick Hoerner 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-near-deal-with-top-pick-nico-hoerner/c-280933436 
 

 Cubs.com, Cubs, Brewers meet for wives softball game 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-brewers-wives-play-softball-game/c-280967554 

 

 ESPNChicago.com, How's Kris Bryant handling his slump? "I have my temper tantrums" 
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23777080/kris-bryant-handling-slump-my-temper-tantrums 

 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs see a lot of 'fight' in Yu Darvish as he works his way back to rotation 
By Tony Andracki 
 
MILWAUKEE - Operation: Improve Yu Darvish's Image is in full effect. 
 
The Cubs had their $126 million man in Milwaukee Tuesday, throwing a bullpen and meeting with the 
media as he tries to work his way back from a triceps issue onto a big-league mound to help this team 
toward a World Series. 
 
Theo Epstein was in town for the Cubs wives/girlfriends charity softball game Tuesday afternoon and 
watched Darvish's bullpen closely along with manager Joe Maddon, pitching coach Jim Hickey and 
assistant GM Randy Bush. 
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All reports from the bullpen were overwhelmingly positive and Darvish even cracked a couple jokes as 
he met with a large contigent of Chicago media. 
 
When asked if he thinks Cubs fans hate him in Chicago, Darvish joked, "I gotta ask each one of them." 
 
The 31-year-old Darvish said he never told catcher and friend Chris Gimenez he believes Cubs fans hate 
him and insisted the only discussion between the two teammates was about fans in Los Angeles after 
Darvish was shelled in a pair of World Series starts for the Dodgers last fall. 
 
"The fans here are very supportive," Darvish said through a translator. "Even in my situation, they'll 
come up to me when they see me in town and say, 'Hey, thanks for the performance' and all that, so I 
really do feel the support." 
 
Darvish hasn't started for the Cubs since May 20, when he allowed only a run in 6 innings against the 
Reds in Cincinnati. This is the second time he's been on the disabled list this season and has thrown just 
14.1 innings since the beginning of May. 
 
The Cubs believe his Tuesday bullpen was a sign of good things to come. 
 
"The ball was coming out hot and it was going right where he wanted to throw it," Maddon said. "Good 
command. ... He looked really good. It was just a bullpen, but it was very encouraging to see him 
throwing that easily that well." 
 
The Cubs president of baseball operations agreed. 
 
"Today was a big day," Epstein said. "He let it go and he felt really good. That's usually a good sign about 
what's gonna come next." 
 
There is no set timetable for Darvish's return and right now, there's nothing set in stone for when he 
would even throw off a mound again. 
 
That could come Friday after Tuesday's bullpen tallying somewhere in the 30 pitch range. 
 
The Cubs — and Darvish — are curious to see how the triceps feels Wednesday and Thursday after 
dialing it up off the mound. 
 
Darvish said he has a little concern about the arm in his head after a history of Tommy John surgery but 
his MRI came back clean, so now it's just a matter of feel and building the strength back up. 
 
Still, Darvish said his arm was not ailing him at all during his last start in Cincinnati and the triceps issue 
didn't manifest itself until the day after that outing. 
 
Darvish insists he feels no pressure to get back to pitching in games and help live up to the six-year deal 
he signed in February. 
 
"I had a lot of time to think through during the DL time," Darvish said. "So I try not to think too much 
under the pressure and rather just take it in a positive way. I think I can come out of the DL positively." 
 
Maddon believes he's at a good point with Darvish in building the relationship and trust between player 
and manager and Maddon can give his opinion without any pushback from Darvish. 
 



 

The plan is for the veteran right-hander to accompany the Cubs to St. Louis over the weekend and stick 
with the team from there as he continues his rehab. 
 
For all the questions about Darvish's mental strength or intestinal fortitude, the Cubs are projecting a 
united front at the moment and insist they're doing all they can to make him feel comfortable and 
supported in the organization. 
 
"Almost every free agent goes through [struggles]," Epstein said. "Some guys are lucky enough to have 
things break their way early and then it's not as big of an issue. But most free agents struggle. Maybe it's 
a month, maybe it turns into three months, maybe it's a whole season. 
 
"But there's a point in time where you fight back and you develop a sense of new normal and 
comfortable in your surroundings and you establish yourself. ... As an organization, you just try to 
support him, make him feel as comfortable as possible and also make sure there's a lot of fight there. I 
think there is. 
 
"Today was a great day. He didn't have to drive up here; he could've waited, met the team in St. Louis, 
but he pushed his schedule. He was feeling good; he wanted to come up here and throw, so it was a 
good day." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Kris Bryant proves he's actually human 
By Tony Andracki 
 
MILWAUKEE - We now have proof Kris Bryant is an actual human being and not a robot built to play 
baseball. 
 
No, not because he's currently in a slump at the plate. The way this game is designed, even a robot 
would slump at some point. 
 
But it was in talking about his slump where Bryant showed his humanity, admitting he actually gets so 
frustrated sometimes that he's even taken to breaking a bat or two out of eyesight. 
 
Yes, the wholesome, dreamy-eyed kid from Las Vegas who doesn't drink and says words like "gosh" and 
"heck" and "dang" unironically can actually get...ANGRY. 
 
"Sure, I have my tempter tantrums," Bryant said after going 0-for-4 in Tuesday night's 4-0 Cubs loss to 
the Brewers. "I go in [the clubhouse] and break a bat or whatever, but I try to do it where no one sees 
me, but sometimes that's a good thing, too.  
 
"And then after that, it's all about perspective. We're playing a game for a living. I wouldn't want to be 
doing anything else. Those are the times where you learn the most about yourself and what's important 
to you. 
 
"Yeah, it stinks not to go out there and get hits, but I'm playing for one of the best franchises in all of 
sports and looking back at what I've done, I feel pretty proud. That's always what I go back to — it's a 
game and I've accomplished a lot so far." 
 



 

Bryant is hitless in his last 16 at-bats and has struck out 28 times in the last 22 games after beginning the 
year with the best strikeout percentage of his career. 
 
For the first 40 games of the season, it looked as if Bryant had transformed into a high-contact hitter — 
a heck of a development from the guy that struck out 199 times during his rookie season. 
 
But now, Bryant is in the midst of a valley in a season packed with peaks and valleys.  
 
Even if his average has still hovered around .300 (he was over the mark as recently as Saturday), Bryant's 
issues at the plate have been worrisome than simply batting average.  
 
He hasn't homered since May 14, slugging just .364 in that span despite a .293 average and .369 on-base 
percentage. He's also driven in just 8 runs and scored 9 in those 115 plate appearances. 
 
"It's OK to slump as hitters," Bryant said. "It's gonna happen. This has been 16 at-bats. Sure, before that, 
i wasn't feeling great, either. But I mean, I was hitting .300. If I'm complaining about that, then I got big 
problems. 
 
"But like I said, this is where you learn the most about yourself and what drives you and what you're 
gonna do. I still have my feelings in my gut before the game and I know that they're there, which is a 
good thing because I want to go out there and do well. 
 
"The day that those [feelings] aren't there, then I shouldn't be playing. I come in feeling excited every 
day that there is a chance I can do something that nobody's ever done before and that's what really 
keeps me going." 
 
Just like Anthony Rizzo before him, Bryant will be fine. These are two of the elite hitters in the game and 
the "numbers on the back of their baseball card" phrase holds up. 
 
Imagine what the Cubs offense will be like once these two guys get going at the same time. 
 
Bryant is still trying to find ways to helps his team out even if his bat is lagging right now — playing good 
defense, running the bases well, being a good teammate, working walks, etc. 
 
"He's just been off his game," Joe Maddon said. "I'm certain he's going to be fine. There's some really 
good hitters this year that have gone through a little bit of a funk. It happens. 
 
"You just stay with the guy and you know that he's good, he's going to come out of it. In the mean time, 
you just make sure that he's doing OK because he's beating himself up a little bit." 
 
Maddon has had conversations with Bryant, making sure to remind him how good he is, etc. Bryant 
repeated the refrain about how many good hitters around the MLB have gone through prolonged 
struggles. 
 
It's the nature of a game, especially with an uptick in velocity and strikeouts around the league and a 
downturn in hits. 
 
"Today felt great," Bryant said. "I thought I took some borderline pitches. I thought a couple calls went 
the other way, but just finding a way to swing at the right pitches and trying not to force something. 
 



 

"It's all about being patient. That's who I am and the last 3-4 games haven't been great, but I think 
there's a lot of people who would want to be in my shoes. Sometimes, it's all about perspective and how 
you look at things. 
 
"It's hard when the scoreboard is right in front of your face, but my expectations are really high. That's 
the greatest and worst thing in the world." 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
'Freak' play that fooled Cubs was choreographed by Brewers' Lorenzo Cain 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The “freak” base-running play that led to a two-run third inning by the Brewers in Tuesday’s 4-0 win 
over the Cubs was actually a designed play, Lorenzo Cain confirmed after the game. 
 
With Christian Yelich caught in a rundown between second and third on Cain’s grounder to short, Cain 
ran toward second and directed Yelich to go back to the bag. Then Cain zoomed back to first, which 
Anthony Rizzo had abandoned, leaving both runners safe. 
 
“I want to credit that play to Rusty Kuntz,” Cain said, referring to his former first base coach in Kansas 
City. “We used to practice that play in K.C. It never actually happened, but for it to happen tonight was 
huge, so it was a nice play.” 
 
As Cain was addressing the media, his two young sons were waiting for him in their pajamas. One of the 
boys asked a Brewers player, “Why do they want to talk to my dad?” 
 
“Because your dad is a great baseball player,” the player replied. 
 
It was indeed a great play by a great player. 
 
Yelich called it “one of those freak plays” that doesn’t happen often, where two runners wind up at the 
base at the same time. Usually one of them is tagged out, and sometimes both runners get confused 
and both are tagged out. 
 
“It comes up just a few times a season, probably,” Yelich said. “For him to think about that... I had a 
feeling something was up when I saw him standing a step off the bag. ‘What are you doing?’ Then he 
started yelling and pointing. Great play on his part.” 
 
The ballpark erupted afterward. No one saw it coming. 
 
“Look, that base-running play by Cain is flat-out brilliant, it really was,” Brewers manager Craig Counsell 
said. “I’ve never seen anything like that. He knew exactly what he was doing. I had no idea what he was 
planning on doing, but it was amazing, it really was. 
 
“You talk about seeing the court, seeing the floor, as a basketball analogy. But that really was seeing the 
field and understanding what’s happening. I tip my cap to that. That was incredible.” 
 
Counsell said he didn’t realize Rizzo was at home until he saw Cain running back to first. Cain credited 
Yelich for “hustling” and not giving up on the play. 
 



 

“As long as ‘Yelly’ was hustling, as long as the guy in front of you is hustling…” Cain said. “ I kind of 
peeked back and saw that Rizzo wasn’t covering first. I guess he went home or somewhere. I don’t know 
where he went, but he wasn’t on first. 
 
“Once I knew he wasn’t on first, I just told Yelly: ‘Get on the bag.’ Credit him for hustling all the way, 
because if he slows down or stops right here he’s out. And that’s normally what guys do. 
 
“Once I’m on the bag or close to the bag, they know I’m going to shut it down. But he kept hustling, and 
I signaled to him to get on the bag and I was going to run back to first.” 
 
“Great play,” Yelich said. “He was kind directing traffic. It’s unbelievable. But if you think about it, it 
happens a lot. A lot of throws are in a rundown and things get chaotic and you can lose track sometimes. 
He choreographed the whole thing. Just a heads-up baseball play.” 
 
Cain said the idea was to confuse the Cubs. 
 
“That’s the goal,” he said. “You know everyone is huddled around second base. The main goal is to get 
them thinking that I’m just going to stand there and they’re going to get the easy out. “ 
 
Mission accomplished. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs manage just two hits in 4-0 loss to Brewers 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
With less than seven weeks until the July 31 trade deadline, the Cubs could be looking closer at 
addressing depth than making a big splash as they did the last two seasons in acquiring closer Aroldis 
Chapman and left-hander Jose Quintana. 
 
The quality of that depth could take on greater significance, depending on the health of Yu Darvish and 
Adbert Alzolay and the lack of consistency from Tyler Chatwood. 
 
Chatwood walked only two in five innings Tuesday night, but Travis Shaw’s pair of two-run doubles 
loomed large in a 4-0 loss that enabled the Brewers to regain first place in the National League Central. 
 
Chase Anderson and two relievers limited the Cubs to just two hits, but their top-five NL rankings in 
batting average, on-base percentage and OPS lend credence to the faith President Theo Epstein and 
manager Joe Maddon have in the offense. 
 
Chatwood (3-5) hasn’t won since May 11, although his walk total Tuesday equaled his lowest since May 
16 against the Braves, when he pitched 5 1/3 innings of four-hit ball but left with no decision. 
 
Meanwhile, Darvish might not rejoin the rotation until early July at the earliest, and Alzolay — the Cubs’ 
top pitching prospect — won’t resume pitching for Triple-A Iowa until the second half. 
 
Epstein tempered much of the speculation regarding the Cubs’ needs, particularly in light of the 
divergent fortunes of Darvish, Chatwood and left-hander Mike Montgomery — who is 2-0 with a 1.02 
ERA as a starter in place of Darvish and faces the Brewers on Wednesday in the series finale. 
 



 

“(Trades don’t) hinge on any one player specifically or any two or three,” Epstein said. “It’s about the 
team and how we’re playing, what areas we look to shore up and even beyond the 25 guys, where we 
think we have enough depth to where we think we can use more depth. It’s still too early to make that 
assessment.” 
 
The Cubs’ biggest issues have been their lack of clutch hitting and their starting pitchers too often failing 
to go deep into games. 
 
A refresher course in fundamentals also wouldn’t hurt, as the Cubs botched a rundown in the third 
before Shaw’s second two-run double. 
 
Christian Yelich was caught between second and third, but third baseman Kris Bryant threw too soon to 
shortstop Addison Russell, who chased Yelich toward third, where Chatwood caught his throw. 
 
Chatwood pursued Yelich back to second, where Lorenzo Cain approached the base before retreating to 
an unoccupied first base while Yelich managed to return to second safely. 
 
“I guess there could have been more awareness from all of us knowing where everyone was,” Bryant 
said. “With (first baseman) Anthony Rizzo being at home plate and nobody being at first.” 
 
The bullpen’s heavy workload could accent the need for a reliever, but Epstein and Maddon have been 
extremely pleased with the work of the pro scouting department that helped acquire Randy Rosario, 
Luke Farrell and Justin Hancock (currently at Iowa). 
 
“With this group, as talented and as deep as we are in most areas, it’s more about observation and 
maintenance and trying to stay ahead of the depth areas we had,” Epstein said. 
 
“With Alzolay going down, with Darvish’s two DL trips, we have to make sure we stay ahead of the 
starting pitching depth. But that’s really as a contingency. It’s not like we’re looking to get someone and 
force them into the rotation.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Kris Bryant not running away from 0-for-15 slump 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Kris Bryant does an exceptional job of hiding his frustrations. 
 
“I have my temper tantrums,” Bryant revealed after going 0-for-4 Tuesday night as the Cubs lost to the 
Brewers 4-0 at Miller Park. “I go in here (in the clubhouse) and break a bat or whatever. But I try to do it 
where no one sees me. Sometimes that’s a good thing, too. 
 
“After that. It’s all about perspective. I wouldn’t want to be doing anything else. That’s the times where 
you learn the most about yourself and what’s important to you.” 
 
What’s important for the Cubs and Bryant is that he maintains his plate discipline and expand his strike 
zone. Bryant’s batting average has dipped from .301 to .281 in his last four games as the result of an 0-
for-15 slump with five strikeouts. 
 



 

Manager Joe Maddon, who gave Bryant rest on June 3, has no intentions of benching his star third 
baseman. 
 
“He hit the ball well to left field, but he’s been off his game,” Maddon said. “I’m certain he’s going to be 
fine. There are some hitters this year who have gone through a little bit of a funk. It happens. You just 
stay with a guy. You know he’s good and going to come out of it. You make sure he’s OK and breaks out 
of it.” 
 
Maddon noted that slugger Paul Goldschmidt of the Diamondbacks broke out of a two-month slump 
recently, and Didi Gregorius of the Yankees fell into a rut after a hot start. 
 
Bryant has a full understanding of the highs and lows in only his fourth major-league season. He won the 
2015 National League rookie of the year and 2016 NL most valuable player awards in his first two 
seasons but came away empty in 2017 except for some knowledge and a .295 batting average with 29 
home runs and 73 RBIs while raising his walks and lowering his strikeouts from the previous season. 
 
“It’s easy to get ready and be happy when you’re successful,” Bryant said. “But I think it’s even more 
important to learn how to deal when things aren’t going well. You can’t go in the dugout and pout or 
throw your helmet. I think it’s important to learn from it and realize that everyone struggles in this 
game. At any given moment, someone is struggling, and it’s not fun. But it’s really where you find out 
what you’re made of. Once you get out of it, you feel much better and don’t even think of the times 
you’re struggle.” 
 
Bryant acknowledges that opposing pitchers are pitching him tougher, but he’s determined to not 
expand his strike zone. 
 
“It’s about being patient — that’s who I am,” Bryant said. “The last four games haven’t been great, but I 
think there’s a lot of people who would want to be in my shoes. Sometimes it’s all about perspective 
and how you look at things. 
 
“It’s hard when the scoreboard is in front of your face, but my expectations are really high. And that’s 
the greatest and worst thing in the world. That’s kind of how I look at it.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs encouraged after Yu Darvish throws bullpen session 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
After missing the entire 2015 season because of Tommy John surgery, Yu Darvish admitted he has been 
extremely cautious in his rehabilitation from right triceps tendinitis. 
 
But after throwing a bullpen session Tuesday for Cubs President Theo Epstein, assistant general 
manager Randy Bush and manager Joe Maddon, neither Darvish nor Maddon ruled out a return before 
the All-Star break. 
 
“I’ve not been told to throw after the All-Star break,” Darvish said after throwing 31 pitches. “But the 
All-Star Game is coming soon (July 17), so I’m hoping to throw before the break.” 
 
If Darvish feels well Wednesday, he could throw his next bullpen session Friday or Saturday in St. Louis. 
 



 

Epstein was extremely encouraged Darvish was eager to pitch off a mound for the first time since being 
placed on the 10-day disabled list May 26. 
 
“He didn’t have to drive up here,” Epstein said. “He could have waited and met the team in St. Louis. He 
pushed the schedule and is feeling good. He wanted to come up and throw. It was a good day.” 
 
Epstein hinted a more detailed schedule for Darvish’s rehab could surface in the next few days. 
 
“It’s best to characterize (Tuesday) as a positive day,” Epstein said. 
 
Darvish, who hasn’t come close to fulfilling expectations with his 1-3 start, says he believes he will have 
nothing to prove when he returns and merely needs to pitch to the best of his ability. 
 
And he emphatically denied feeling Cubs fans dislike him, which backup catcher Chris Gimenez told the 
Sun-Times last month. 
 
“I never said a single word about what Gimenez said,” Darvish replied before the question was finished. 
“I did mention last season when the World Series ended, some of the fans in (Los Angeles) were pretty 
harsh. But in regard to Chicago, I never said anything.” 
 
As for Cubs fans, he said they “are very supportive.” 
 
Draft update: The Cubs are expected to announce the signing of first-round pick Nico Hoerner once 
Stanford completes spring quarter final exams this week, a source said. Hart High School outfielder Cole 
Roederer, the Cubs’ third pick, is expected to receive an offer Wednesday. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Despite Cubs' surge, pesky Brewers aren't going anywhere 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
It’s not surprising at all that most Cubs fans tended to overlook the Brewers coming into this week’s 
series at Miller Park. 
 
They shrugged at the Brewers’ early-season success, knowing the Cubs have more pitching, a superior 
lineup, better depth and more resources to add in July if management feels the need. 
 
They looked at the Cubs’ 8-1 record in the season series before Tuesday’s 4-0 loss and believed it was a 
leading indicator of how the 2018 season would play out. 
 
That’s to be expected. Cubs fans slowly are morphing into Red Sox fans, doing a complete 180-degree 
turn from the old days, when everyone hoped for the best and braced for the worst. 
 
But it’s not just Chicago. 
 
Brewers first baseman Eric Thames was miffed recently while watching TV during a rehab stint in 
Arizona. The Brewers were the winningest team in the National League at the time, yet no one was 
giving them any credit. 
 



 

“Not at all,” Thames said Tuesday before the Brewers moved back into first. “I didn’t really notice it until 
obviously I was rehabbing and watching a lot of MLB Network. The team had the best record in the 
league and we got no press. They would show 5 to 10 seconds (of highlights). ‘OK, someone hit a home 
run. Boom.’ 
 
“That’s it. Red Sox and Yankees — that’s all they talk about. The Brewers got no press, no love. I was 
like, shocked by that. It’s just the way it is. Not many people know the Brewers. I’ve actually had people 
ask me: ‘Where is Milwaukee?’ They didn’t even know what state. I’m like, ‘How do you not know 
that?’” 
 
For the record, Milwaukee is in Wisconsin, which some Cubs’ fans consider their backyard. They come to 
Miller Park and pretend it’s their summer place. 
 
“We have a lot of fans who travel, it kind of feels like a partial home game to us,” Cubs outfielder Ben 
Zobrist said. “We’re close to home and a lot of fans on both sides, so it’s a fun atmosphere now that 
they’re very competitive.” 
 
The Miller Park takeover is a tradition that reportedly steams Brewers owner Mark Attanasio, even if the 
players themselves don’t seem upset. 
 
“It is what it is,” center fielder Lorenzo Cain said. “There are a lot of Cubs fans here, but you deal with all 
situations. That’s what we’re paid to do, what we’re built to do, deal with adversity in different 
situations. We still have to go out there and beat the Cubs regardless of any situation.” 
 
Thames pointed out there were a lot of Brewers fans at Miller Park on Monday. I pointed out there 
weren’t too many around by the end. 
 
“I felt like a lot Brewers fans went home,” he said. “They have to go to work in the morning. We’re all 
used to it. It comes with the territory. We ignore it and just focus on winning.” 
 
The Brewers are doing a pretty good job at that, in spite of a general lack of respect from the national 
media. They haven’t been on ESPN’s “Sunday Night Baseball” for years, and aren’t scheduled for any 
games this year, even after winning 86 games in 2017, signing Cain and acquiring Christian Yelich in the 
offseason. 
 
Yet the Brewers still get lost in the shadows of the Cubs, and even the Cardinals. 
 
Of course, beating the Cubs head-to-head would help. Before Tuesday, Cubs pitchers had a collective 
1.32 ERA and 0.80 WHIP against the Brewers in the season series, leading to seven straight victories. 
 
“They’re so good, too,” Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. “They know how good they are. It’s incumbent 
upon us to keep it there. … I have a lot of respect for them.” 
 
Yet it’s hard to ignore the Cubs’ dominance. 
 
“They have our number,” Cain said. “No ifs, ands or butts about it. They have our number this year, so 
we just have to find a way to switch it up, start winning some ballgames against them eventually. 
Hopefully it starts tonight.” 
 



 

Cain helped snap the streak with a heads-up play in the third inning, one of the craziest plays of the 
season. After Yelich was caught in a rundown between second and third on Cain’s grounder to short, 
Cain chugged into second, stopped a few feet short and pointed at Yelich to return to the base. 
 
Cubs starter Tyler Chatwood then stood helplessly with ball in hand as Cain smartly ran back to first, 
which Anthony Rizzo had left uncovered. 
 
“That baserunning play by Cain is flat-out brilliant, it really was,” Brewers manager Craig Counsell said. 
“I’ve never seen anything like that.” 
 
Both came around to score moments later on Travis Shaw’s second two-run double, making it 4-0. Cain 
credited former Royals first base coach Rusty Kuntz, who had them practice the play in Kansas City. 
 
“It never actually happened, but for it to happen tonight was huge,” Cain said. “So it was a nice play." 
 
The Brewers made the Cubs look silly, and the road-tripping fans were suddenly silent. 
 
In the end, the Brewers understand what they need to do to get the credit they deserve. 
 
“We’re a small market team,” Thames said. “We have a lot of fans and we’re doing really well, but we 
have to make the playoffs. We have to win the championship for people to say: ‘Wow, they’re good.’ 
 
“It’s just the way it is. But we know what we’re up against.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs wives lose softball showdown with Brewers but win for RBI charity 
By Phil Thompson 
 
For one day, Stephanie Duchaine got a little taste of Cubs pitcher Mike Montgomery’s world, specifically 
his team’s I-94 rivalry with the Brewers, when she and other players’ wives, fiancees and girlfriends took 
on their Milwaukee counterparts in a charity softball game Tuesday at Helfaer Field in Milwaukee. 
 
And by “rivalry,” we mean the Brewers band won easily, 10-3, with both teams’ male contingent and 
family members watching. 
 
“Especially in Milwaukee, we wanted to be competitive, so we definitely felt the nerves,” said Duchaine, 
who is Montgomery’s girlfriend and played first base. “In the end, it’s for a great cause so you can’t be 
too nervous about it.” 
 
The first-ever Brewers-Cubs Wives Softball Challenge, played in the shadow of Miller Park, raised money 
for MLB’s Reviving Baseball in Inner Cities (RBI), which promotes the game to teens and funds baseball 
fields in disadvantaged areas. Last week, Cubs Charities launched 28 RBI teams and nine softball teams. 
 
Proceeds from tickets to the softball game will be split between the teams. 
 
Still, good cause or not, this one stung. 
 



 

It was evident from each crisp throw from a Brewers infielder to first base to put out a Cubs 
representative that the hosts may have a ringer or two. Eric Sogard’s wife played softball at Arizona 
State. 
 
“The Brewers wives were pretty good so we have some work to do,” Montgomery said. “They were 
making plays, diving plays and picking the ball. Everything we hit, we’re like, ‘That’s going to be a hit.’ 
Nope. They just made a good play on it. That was real fun.” 
 
Albert Almora Jr.’s wife, Krystal, already was thinking about a revenge game. 
 
“Like that last inning, (I was thinking) ‘This isn’t over!’ ” she said. “This is going to happen again next 
year, and we’re going to come back and give it our all.” 
 
Duchaine has seen the other side of it, too, when the Cubs lose to the Brewers in a baseball game, 
though this season they were up 8-1 in the series entering Tuesday night’s game. 
 
“I think with the Brewers, or with any team, that loss really hurt. But then on the other side, that’s what 
make those close wins or those good wins even better,” she said. “… Mike has said many times it’s those 
losses when you get walked off, you lose to a big rival or whatever, that really make you appreciate that 
14th-inning win, you scored seven runs and you get out of there.” 
 
But this was a day for role reversal. Montgomery joined Kris Bryant, Anthony Rizzo, Steve Cishek and 
others who wore T-shirts with emoji-style pictures of players on their side and cheered them on from 
the stands and the dugout. 
  
“Somebody get that on camera, film them,” Krystal Almora quipped. “I don’t think we’ll ever see that 
again when they’re wearing us on their shirts. Pretty awesome feeling.” 
 
Bryant stood beside his wife, Jessica, as she coached (she’s still recovering from knee surgery). After the 
game, Julianna Zobrist signed autographs for kids while husband Ben looked on. 
 
Cubs Charities executive director Alicia Gonzalez said the athleticism the wives put on display to help a 
charity likely made an impression on young women. 
 
“I know right now at around age 14 most girls are dropping out of youth sports two times more than 
boys,” she said, a statistic research from the Women’s Sports Foundation supports. “I think it’s access 
and also social stigma. And I think for them to be inspired by these ladies, see that they can do it, roll up 
their sleeves and get out there and play ball, then other young ladies across our country can do it, too.” 
 
The Cubs wives are also talking to other teams’ wives about playing charity games with them, Gonzalez 
said. Cubs-Cardinals, anyone? 
 
That’s not to say it was all a breeze — that, in fact, was in short supply in the stifling noonday sun. 
 
Duchaine said, “I have so much more appreciation for what our guys do every day. By the fifth inning I 
went, ‘What inning is it?’ I’m getting fatigued.” 
 
She added the women also worried about living up to their Cubs counterparts’ game or simply not 
embarrassing them. 
 



 

“If we miss anything, they know. … At the plate. I couldn’t go 0-fer. That was my main (concern), like, I 
wanted to make the plays at first for sure, but I also wanted to get on base.” 
 
Montgomery said she did well. “Last couple off days we’ve had, she was really into it. They had a 
practice at Wrigley a couple of days ago and everyone seemed to want to do well.” 
 
It took some time to get the Cubs group to get up to speed, they admitted. For example, it took three 
practices with some of the RBI coaches for Duchaine to figure out she didn’t have the arm to play third 
base, her original position. 
 
“We had to piece it together over time,” she said. “I think once we got into our flow we all have our 
strengths. … I’m proud of myself. I feel like I held it down over at first.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Tyler Chatwood looks better but not good enough to prevent Cubs’ loss to Brewers 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MILWAUKEE — Cubs right-hander Tyler Chatwood didn’t come close to beating the Brewers on Tuesday 
at Miller Park. 
 
Right-hander Chase Anderson and third baseman Travis Shaw made sure of that much, leading the 
Brewers to 4-0 victory that knocked the Cubs out of first place in the National League Central. The result 
came about 24 hours after the Cubs knocked the Brewers out of first. 
 
If there was a victory to be had in a game Cubs manager Joe Maddon called ‘‘innocuous,’’ it was the 
walk-prone Chatwood’s work after one of his wildest starts of the season. 
 
‘‘I want to believe he’s going to feel good about himself going home tonight,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘You saw 
what he’s capable of doing.’’ 
 
Far and away the major-league leader in walks this season, Chatwood didn’t walk a batter until the third 
and finished his five innings with only two. It was only the third time in 13 starts this season he had 
walked that few. 
 
‘‘He seems to be more at ease with himself,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘It’s not a physical thing. [Chatwood and 
pitching coach Jim Hickey] kind of ironed out the delivery part. Now it’s just a matter of him going out 
there and seeing the target, picking up the glove and throwing it where he wants to.’’ 
 
The Cubs wanted to see Chatwood use more of his off-speed pitches instead of forcing his four-seam 
fastball, and he seemed to follow the script. 
 
Chatwood, whose 58 walks are 15 more than anyone else in the majors has allowed, said he found a 
comfort zone with his two-seamer and used a strong mix of slower stuff, including nine changeups. 
 
‘‘Obviously, I don’t feel good that we lost the game, but I felt a lot [more] consistent,’’ said Chatwood (3-
5), who could provide a major boost for the pitching staff if he can solve his control problems. 
 
‘‘Like I said before, last outing wasn’t pretty. But I felt like I built on some stuff, and I took it into this 
outing. . . . Now it’s just keeping that feeling that I had today.’’ 



 

 
Maybe by the next time he faces the Brewers, he can be a difference-maker for an upward move in the 
standings. 
 
Instead, it was Anderson. He throttled the Cubs for seven innings, allowing two walks and an infield hit 
and retiring the final 17 batters he faced. 
 
Shaw provided all of the Brewers’ runs with a pair of two-run doubles, one in the first and the other in 
the third. 
 
The kind of night it was for the Cubs might have been summed up by a rundown play immediately 
before Shaw’s second double, in which both runners wound up safe. 
 
With Christian Yelich on second and nobody out, Lorenzo Cain hit a chopper to Javy Baez behind second 
base, and Yelich was caught in no-man’s land between second and third. Baez threw to third baseman 
Kris Bryant, and the Cubs got Yelich in a rundown that required too many throws and ended up with too 
many Cubs at second. 
 
By the time Chatwood was running Yelich back to second, he saw Cain heading toward second for what 
looked like an easy out. But as soon as Chatwood coasted into second, Cain turned and sprinted back to 
first, with nobody covering the bag. 
 
‘‘It was just a weird play, a smart play by Cain,’’ Chatwood said. ‘‘He realized nobody was at first, so he 
let us run Yelich all the way back, and then he ran back to first. 
 
‘‘I don’t think I’ve ever been part of anything like that.’’ 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Yu Darvish has key comeback day on mound, says Cubs fans don’t ‘hate’ him 
By Steve Greenberg 
 
MILWAUKEE — Back when they were together on the Rangers in 2014, Cubs right-hander Yu Darvish 
and catcher Chris Gimenez had a bit of a disagreement. 
 
Gimenez was tired of runners stealing bases so easily off Darvish, and he told the massively talented 
right-hander so. 
 
“I don’t care,” Darvish replied. 
 
“But I do,” Gimenez said. “It makes me look bad.” 
 
Darvish looked at the catcher with stone-cold confidence and said: “Don’t worry about it. I’ll just strike 
everybody out.” 
 
Darvish had good enough stuff to pitch his way out of gnarly situations, and he knew it. He still does. 
 
Before Tuesday’s game against the Brewers at Miller Park, Darvish — three weeks into his second 
disabled-list stint of the season — threw 28 pitches off a bullpen mound. Then he answered questions, 



 

with the help of an interpreter, on the topics we’ve all been talking and fretting about in regard to the 
$126 million free-agent. 
 
Might such a big-ticket newcomer — who already went on the DL with the flu — really be out, due to 
triceps tendinitis, until after the All-Star break? Has a guy with a 1-3 record and a 4.95 ERA been unable 
to relocate his mojo since last season’s World Series meltdown with the Dodgers? Is he indeed under 
the impression that Chicago “hates” him, as Gimenez recently surmised in a Sun-Times story by yours 
truly? 
 
Darvish’s essential message on all of that: “Don’t worry about it.” 
 
About a month before the All-Star break, Darvish had this to say about speculation that Cubs fans won’t 
see him back on the hill until the season’s second half. 
 
“I don’t think so,” he said. “At least, I have not been told that. . . . I’m hoping to [pitch] before.” 
 
Has he been rattled by his World Series experience and the pressure that came with his six-year 
contract? 
 
“I’ve had a lot of time to think during the DL time,” he said. “I try not to think too much [about] the 
pressure rather than just to take it in a positive way. So I think I can come [off] the DL positively.” 
 
And Darvish claimed there was nothing to the aforementioned comments about Cubs fans “hating” him. 
Dodgers fans may not have been inclined to throw him a parade last November, but Cubs fans are 
downright digging him. 
 
“The fans here are very supportive,” he said. “Even in my situation, they’ll come up to me when they see 
me in town and say, ‘Hey, thanks for all the performances.’ So I really do feel the support.” 
 
Meanwhile, the Cubs were plenty encouraged by what they saw from the 6-5, 225-pounder as he threw 
a variety of pitches to Gimenez. 
 
“It went really well,” president of baseball operations Theo Epstein said. “Based on some of the reports 
when he was playing catch and stuff, I wasn’t expecting quite the quality of bullpen that we saw. It was 
crisp. He seemed to be letting it go without hesitation. He threw all his pitches. He commanded really 
well. It was free and easy. I think everybody was pleased, including Yu.” 
 
The Cubs will continue to proceed with care when it comes to Darvish, who also felt discomfort in his 
right triceps in 2015 and, only weeks later, was on the operating table having Tommy John surgery. 
Darvish’s “sense of self-care,” as Epstein put it, is to be taken seriously. 
 
But even on that front, Darvish seemed unworried. 
 
“Because I had a similar injury when I had the Tommy John surgery, I’m more careful and more sensitive 
about it this time,” he said. “So I just want to take the time and process things slowly. The MRI showed 
nothing. From the experience from the Tommy John surgery, I’d like to take this as a positive and go 
forward.” 
 
Whenever Darvish returns to the rotation, he’ll have to be as great as he has ever been to avoid having 
2018, his Cubs debut, go down in the books as underwhelming. It is par for the course for free-agent 
arrivals to struggle in Year 1, according to Epstein. 



 

 
“But there’s a point in time where you fight back and you develop a sense of a new normal and you’re 
comfortable in your surroundings and you establish yourself,” Epstein said. 
 
The Darvish who stood in a Cubs tank top and flip-flops Tuesday, a promising day’s work behind him, 
sounded like someone who was ready to take on that fight in earnest, ready to get to work on that new 
normal. And who could hate him for that? 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs playing like a trade-deadline buyer — without a shopping list 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MILWAUKEE — Starting-pitching depth? Bullpen help? A bat? 
 
The Cubs are playing well enough to suggest an aggressive approach by the front office during the 
trading season, but they’re also playing well enough to make it hard to identify a clear area of need. 
 
‘‘It’s still too early to make that assessment,’’ team president Theo Epstein said Tuesday. ‘‘There are 
some years where it’s obvious you’re going to go out and you need to make a big move or there’s a 
certain area you’re going to try to address. 
 
‘‘I think this group, as talented and as deep as we are in most areas, it’s more about observation and 
maintenance and trying to stay ahead of the depth areas.’’ 
 
The Cubs’ bench is balanced and productive. Their bullpen has proved to be deeper than many 
anticipated with some of the additions shuttled from the minors, including rookie Randy Rosario, the 
winner of the series opener Monday against the Brewers. 
 
If anything, it’s the $332 million starting rotation that has been shaky in spots, including walk-prone 
newcomer Tyler Chatwood and offseason centerpiece Yu Darvish, who struggled early and has been on 
the disabled list twice. 
 
With sixth starter Mike Montgomery already plugged in for Darvish, the Cubs get thin fast if they need 
another starter from the system. Top prospect Adbert Alzolay, for instance, has been on the minor-
league DL with a strained lat since May 30. 
 
‘‘We have to really make sure to stay ahead of the starting-pitching depth,’’ Epstein said. ‘‘But that’s 
really a contingency. It’s not like we’re looking to get someone and force them into the rotation.’’ 
 
Sources say the Cubs plan to talk with the Orioles about superstar shortstop Manny Machado once they 
start shopping him in earnest. But it’s doubtful the Cubs will pursue him with the same kind of urgency 
as other teams with more pressing needs might. 
 
What seems certain is that the Cubs, who entered play Tuesday having won 12 of their last 15 games, 
were starting to look like the kind of team (see: 2016) likely to be added to. 
 
‘‘Yeah, added to or don’t mess with a good thing,’’ Epstein said. ‘‘We’ll see how we’re playing. We’ll see 
what the 25-man roster looks like, who’s feeling good, who’s not feeling good, who’s playing well, who’s 
not playing well. 



 

 
‘‘We’re trying to win the World Series. If we’ve played up to our capabilities, then you look to try to 
tweak some things here and there to eliminate all the possible things that could go wrong that could get 
in your way.’’ 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Hey, taxi! Luke Farrell, Randy Rosario et al. giving Cubs options galore in ’pen 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MILWAUKEE — Not even Cubs president of baseball operations Theo Epstein could have expected his 
best-laid plans for his bullpen to look this good by mid-June. 
 
After trying to construct depth at the end of his bullpen through waiver claims and minor-league 
signings in recent years, Epstein and his staff have hit on a crew of young pitchers that have proved 
critical to keeping the Cubs’ staff competitive through injuries and struggles of some veterans. 
 
Five pitchers with minor-league options, who all have been acquired in the last 13 months, have 
combined to go 6-2 with a 1.87 ERA over 34 appearances and 48 innings pitched. That included two 
more scoreless innings by Luke Farrell and a scoreless inning by Anthony Bass in the 4-0 loss to the 
Brewers on Tuesday night. 
 
“We’ve been trying to get to that point for a couple of years where we could have optionable relievers 
that we could kind of shuttle in and out that we trust,” Epstein said. 
 
The five-man taxi squad, which also includes Randy Rosario, Justin Hancock and Cory Mazzoni, has 50 
strikeouts in those 48 innings as they have passed each other on shuttles back and forth between 
Chicago and Class AAA Iowa. 
   
They’ve been clutch, too, as Rosario demonstrated in a scoreless two-inning stint in Monday’s 11-inning 
victory. Farrell sparkled over five scoreless innings in a 14-inning victory earlier this month against the 
Mets. 
 
“It’s been a really, really nice year for our scouting department and our organizational depth,” Epstein 
said. “Not only are there a number of guys throwing well in the Iowa pen, but they’ve come up here and 
given us 50 or so innings of really good baseball.” 
 
Russell close to 100 percent 
 
Shortstop Addison Russell, who missed four starts because of a sore finger he jammed June 3 in New 
York, said heading into the Milwaukee series that the soreness wasn’t completely gone but manageable. 
 
“It’s a lot better. It’s getting better each day,” he said. “The range of motion’s better each day. It’s still 
not completely 100 percent, but I grind it out and I’m just happy to be out there on the field comfortably 
and playing.” 
 
The finger doesn’t bother him when he bats, he said, only at times when the ball hits his glove in a 
certain spot and it “seems to shock it a little bit. 
 
“But other than that, it’s really nothing that I can’t tolerate,” he said. 



 

 
Draft sign? 
 
Early talks with first-round draft pick Nico Hoerner suggest the shortstop could be ready to sign with the 
Cubs soon after he is done with finals at Stanford, possibly within a week. The 5-11 junior, who was 
drafted 24th overall June 4, is expected to sign for the roughly $2.7 million allowed for his draft slot. 
 
More T-shirts 
 
The artwork Maddon has commissioned this season for both creative messaging in the clubhouse and as 
a means for student outreach in the community is available on various forms of merchandise starting 
Friday. 
 
The items, from posters to clothing, can be found at korkedbaseball.com, with Maddon’s share of the 
proceeds going to his charitable foundation. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Chicago Cubs have pitching issues to solve 
By Bruce Miles 
 
MILWAUKEE -- In rapid succession, the Chicago Cubs are getting good looks at three pitchers whose 
immediate futures could be settled within a month's time. 
 
All three may end up playing big roles down the stretch, or their performances may force team 
President Theo Epstein and general manager Jed Hoyer to look for more help from outside the 
organization. 
 
First things first. 
 
Right-hander Tyler Chatwood was unimpressive again Tuesday night during a 4-0 loss to the Milwaukee 
Brewers at Miller Park. The Brewers took over first place in the National League Central by one-half 
game over the Cubs, whose batters managed only 2 hits against Chase Anderson the Brewers' bullpen. 
 
Chatwood gave up 4 runs over the first three innings. He also committed a throwing error and was 
involved in a botched rundown during Milwaukee's 2-run third. 
 
The control issues that have plagued Chatwood weren't there as prominently as they had been in 
previous starts. He lasted 5 innings, giving up 5 hits, 2 walks and 4 runs (3 earned). 
 
Earlier in the day, Epstein watched Yu Darvish throw a bullpen session as he rehabs from right-triceps 
tendinitis. In Wednesday's series finale, lefty Mike Montgomery will get another start as he has taken 
Darvish's spot in the rotation and pitched well. 
 
When Darvish gets back, the Cubs will have decisions to make. 
 
Do they leave Montgomery in the rotation and move Chatwood to the bullpen? If Darvish suffers a 
setback, will Epstein and Hoyer seek another arm for the playoff push? 
 



 

"That doesn't hinge on any one player specifically or any two or three players," Epstein said. "It's really 
just about the team, how we're playing, what areas we look to shore up and even beyond the 25 guys, 
where we think we have think we have enough depth and where we think we could use more depth. 
 
"It's still too early to make that assessment. There are some years where it's obvious you're going to go 
out and you need to make a move, or there's a certain area you know you're going to try to address. 
With this group, as talented and as deep as we are in most areas, it's more about observation and 
maintenance and trying to stay ahead of the depth areas. 
 
"We really have to make sure we stay ahead of the starting-pitching depth. But that's really as a 
contingency. It's not like we're looking to get someone and force them into this rotation." 
 
Travis Shaw put the Brewers up 2-1 in the bottom of the first inning with a 2-run double. 
 
Christian Yelich led off the Brewers' third with a walk. He went to second on Chatwood's throwing error 
on an attempted pickoff. Lorenzo Cain reached first base on a fielder's choice. 
 
The Cubs had Yelich caught between second and third in a rundown. Cain made it to second and ran 
back to first unchallenged as Yelich got back to second safely as Chatwood and the Cubs messed up the 
rundown. 
 
Shaw followed with his second 2-run double. 
 
"From my standpoint, I felt a lot better, more consistent," said Chatwood, who is 3-5 with a 3.98 ERA. 
"The last outing (7 walks against Philadelphia) wasn't pretty. But I felt I built off some stuff, and I took it 
into this outing." 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Chicago Cubs' Darvish all 'good' after bullpen session 
By Bruce Miles 
 
MILWAUKEE -- All eyes weren't on Yu Darvish on Tuesday afternoon when he headed out to the bullpen 
at Miller Park. It only seemed that way. 
 
The high-priced Chicago Cubs right-hander threw his first bullpen session since going on the disabled list, 
effective May 23, with right-triceps tendinitis. 
 
In addition to manager Joe Maddon and pitching coach Jim Hickey, among the viewing party were team 
president Theo Epstein and assistant general manager Randy Bush. 
 
Darvish threw about 30 pitches and reported feeling good. 
 
"Fastball was good, and everything else was good," he said through a translator. "I felt like where I left 
off with the last outing against Cincinnati (a May 20 victory). 
 
"The last bullpen that I threw, I felt some soreness. The past couple rounds of playing catch I felt good. 
I'm just kind of worried if that pain will come again." 
 



 

On Sunday, Maddon said he was not sure if Darvish would be able to return to the active roster by next 
month's all-star break. Darvish expressed hope he would be back by then but also sounded a note of 
caution. 
 
"At least I've not been told to throw (until) after the all-star (break)," he said. "The all-star is coming up 
soon, so I'm hoping to throw before the break. 
 
"Because I had a similar injury when I had Tommy John surgery with the (elbow) ligament, I'm more 
careful and more sensitive about this time. So I just want to take the time and process things slowly. The 
MRI showed nothing. From that experience, from the Tommy John surgery, I'd like to take this as a 
positive and go forward." 
 
Darvish also handled with humor any idea he feels Cubs fans do not like him because this is his second 
time on the DL, the first coming early last month with a flu-like illness. The Cubs signed Darvish to a six-
year, $126 million deal before spring training began. 
 
"I've got to ask each one of them," he joked when talking about the fans. "The fans here are very 
supportive of my situation. They'll come up to me when they see me in town. I really do feel the 
support. 
 
"I had a lot of time to think during the DL time. Try not to think too much under the pressure. So rather 
just take it in a positive way. I think I can come out of the DL positively." 
 
Epstein, who signed Darvish, also seemed pleased. 
 
"It went really well," he said. "Based on some of the reports with him playing catch, I wasn't expecting 
quite the quality of bullpen that we saw. 
 
"It was crisp. He seemed to be letting it go without hesitation. He threw all his pitches. He commanded 
really well. It was free and easy. I think everybody was pleased, including Yu." 
 
Darvish will see how things respond in the morning, and the Cubs will map more of a plan after that. It's 
likely he will throw another bullpen session and then head out on a minor-league rehab assignment. 
 
Extra, extra: 
The Cubs entered Tuesday having recorded at least 1 extra-base hit in 96 straight games, dating to Aug. 
28, 2017. The franchise's longest streak since at least 1908 -- surpassing a 94-game run from May 5-Aug. 
15, 1995 -- ended Tuesday night as they finished with only a pair of singles. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Yu Darvish speaks: ‘I just want to take the time and process things slowly’ 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
MILWAUKEE — Before Tyler Chatwood worked five innings of four-run ball in Tuesday night’s 4-0 loss to 
the Milwaukee Brewers, Yu Darvish threw his first bullpen off a mound since being placed on the 
disabled list May 26. Tuesday also marked the first time he spoke to the media since his strong six 
innings of one-run ball in Cincinnati on May 20. 
 



 

“It was good today,” Darvish said through his translator. “But like in Cincinnati, I didn’t feel anything 
during the game. So even during the game or playing catch, you have to take it day to day and see how it 
feels the next day or the day after. Right now, [it feels good].” 
 
Darvish mentioned multiple times during his nearly nine minutes with English-speaking reporters that he 
was going to take things day by day. As slow as this process might seem to be progressing, nobody 
seems desperate to speed things up. Being cautious and ensuring long-term health, for both this season 
and down the road, is what’s most important in June. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon caused a bit of a commotion Sunday by not shooting down a question about 
whether Darvish would be back before the All-Star break. But even with one side session in the books, a 
timetable still hasn’t been set. Darvish said he’s been told nothing about a target date and said he was 
aiming for before the All-Star break, but acknowledged that it was coming up fast. Even the most 
aggressive of timelines wouldn’t have Darvish back for another two weeks, and that just doesn’t seem 
realistic. But nobody seems willing to put a date out there, which is probably wise. 
 
“Because I had a similar injury when I had Tommy John surgery, I’m more careful and more sensitive this 
time,” Darvish said. “I just want to take the time and process things slowly. The MRI showed nothing. 
But from the Tommy John surgery experience, I want to take this in a positive way and go forward.” 
 
While the team was in Pittsburgh, backup catcher Chris Gimenez, who has been Darvish’s personal 
catcher in the past and is probably the Cubs player closest to him, told the Sun-Times he thinks Darvish 
“thinks that Chicago hates him.” Gimenez saying he thinks someone else thinks something, without any 
real confirmation, seems like a bit of a stretch in general, but when asked about it, Darvish dismissed the 
notion and joked he’d have to ask each fan individually. 
 
“The fans here are very supportive,” Darvish said. “Even in my situation, they’ll come up to me when 
they see me in town and say, ‘Hey, thanks for all the performance and all that.’ So I really do feel the 
support of the fans.” 
 
As for support, he had plenty of it during his side session Tuesday. It was a bullpen that elicited effusive 
praise from multiple onlookers. 
 
“Outstanding,” the always-positive Maddon said. “He threw really well. Easy gas, great location, great 
spin on his breaking ball. Very impressed. 
 
“The ball was coming out hot and it was going right where he wanted to throw it. Good command in the 
‘pen. It’s just a bullpen, but it was very encouraging to see him throw easily that well.” 
 
Darvish threw about 30 pitches in the visitors bullpen at Miller Park about four hours before first pitch 
Tuesday night. Along with Maddon and Gimenez (who was catching him), team president Theo Epstein, 
pitching coach Jim Hickey and others observed what seemed to be quite the impressive display. 
 
“It went really well,” Epstein said. “I thought based on some of the reports with him playing catch and 
stuff, I wasn’t expecting quite the quality bullpen that we saw. It was crisp. He seemed to be letting it go 
without hesitations. He threw all his pitches, he commanded really well, he was free and easy. I think 
everybody was pleased, including Yu.” 
 
Of course, this sounds similar to the type of praise thrown about any time Darvish throws. Everyone 
knows his stuff is electric, this has never been a question. So it’s only natural that he’d wow onlookers in 
a side. What Darvish needs to do is get healthy and perform on the mound on a consistent basis. 



 

 
In eight starts with the Cubs, Darvish has made it through just 40 innings while posting a 4.95 ERA. His 
27.2 percent strikeout rate is strong and had been on the rise before he hit the disabled list, but it’s 
countered by an 11.7 percent walk rate. 
 
Darvish was the team’s big-money acquisition this offseason, the crown jewel to a winter that saw them 
reshape their rotation and bullpen. But prized free agents tend to struggle in this game, as shown by Jon 
Lester’s first month in Chicago and Jason Heyward’s first two years on the North Side. 
 
“Almost every free agent goes through that,” Epstein said. “Some guys are lucky enough to have things 
break their way early and it’s not as big of an issue. But most free agents struggle. Maybe it’s a month, 
maybe it turns into three months, maybe it’s the whole season. But there’s a point in time where you 
fight back and you develop a sense of new normal. You’re comfortable in your surroundings and you 
establish yourself. He’s not the only one to go through that this year if you look around baseball.” 
 
It’s particularly more difficult for pitchers who have to wait every fifth day to get their chance to redeem 
themselves after a poor outing. Add in that Darvish is coming off two disastrous starts in the World 
Series and he comes to Chicago only to have his toughness questioned after every poor start, and the 
pressure must only mount. But those around him point out that this is an intense competitor. You may 
not see the same fire that guys like Lester or Max Scherzer show on the mound, but that doesn’t mean 
there isn’t an intense desire to succeed and prove doubters wrong. 
 
“As an organization you just try to support and help him feel as comfortable as possible and make sure 
there’s a lot of fight there,” Epstein said. “And I think there is. Today was a great day. He didn’t have to 
drive up here. He could have waited and met the team in St. Louis. But he pushed his schedule. He’s 
feeling good and he wanted to come up here and throw.” 
 
If Darvish was feeling the pressure to perform, perhaps a bit of that will be alleviated as the Cubs have 
found a bit of a rhythm, sitting 12 games over .500 and just a half-game behind Milwaukee in the 
division heading into play on Wednesday. Not needing to be the savior of a floundering team or a 
struggling rotation could at least slightly ease any tension that may have been there for Darvish. 
 
But that assumes that’s how he’s feeling. Clearly, he wants to perform better than he has. But he also 
doesn’t seem to be putting too much pressure on himself to rush back to the field and try and earn that 
$126 million in one start, something that would likely only exacerbate the situation. 
 
“I feel like I’m under [expectations] performance-wise,” Darvish said. “But you gotta take it day by day 
and adjust to the situation and go forward.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Sources: Cubs finalizing deal with first-round pick Nico Hoerner 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
The Cubs wanted to give Nico Hoerner some space and allow their first-round pick to finish his finals at 
Stanford. But the Theo Epstein administration also drafts college hitters because history shows they will 
be on a fast track. 
 
The Cubs are finalizing an agreement with Hoerner that is expected to be worth $2.724 million, or slot 
value for the No. 24 overall pick, according to a source with knowledge of the deal. Team officials are 



 

planning for Hoerner to complete his physical this week at their Arizona complex and eventually begin 
his professional career with Class-A Eugene, a Northwest League affiliate that starts its season on Friday 
in Oregon. 
 
Looking at the big picture, the Cubs know their farm system lacks elements of depth, athleticism and 
high-end potential after graduating so many hitters to Wrigley Field and trading away elite prospects like 
Gleyber Torres and Eloy Jiménez in win-now deals. 
 
Maybe Kris Bryant, Kyle Schwarber and Ian Happ created unrealistic expectations moving forward, but 
the Cubs saw those college hitters make their big-league debuts within two calendar years of getting 
drafted in the first round. 
 
Hoerner is a different kind of up-the-middle player – his baseball IQ and instincts at shortstop drew the 
internal comparison to center fielder Albert Almora Jr. always anticipating the right place to be at the 
right time. 
 
Hoerner’s power potential is based more on projection than the production. But the Cubs graded him 
highly in terms of hand-eye coordination, bat control, pitch-recognition skills and pure speed. 
 
As much as manager Joe Maddon likes to joke about launch angle, the Cubs teach that philosophy and 
believe Hoerner is smart enough and athletic enough to make adjustments. 
 
As a three-year starter at Stanford, Hoerner hit .303 with three homers, 43 doubles and 10 triples in 168 
games. He made the All-Pac-12 defensive team this season and helped lead Stanford to its first 
conference championship since 2004. He put up a .345 average, a .391 on-base percentage and 15 
stolen bases for a team that went 46-12 and hosted an NCAA regional. 
 
It’s also interesting to note that Hoerner hit six homers last summer with the Yarmouth-Dennis Red Sox 
in the Cape Cod League, a prestigious showcase where the Cubs have a lot of connections and working 
relationships. 
 
Jason McLeod – the senior vice president of scouting and player development – described Hoerner as a 
Cubs Way hitter during last week’s draft night conference call with the Chicago media. 
 
“We really love what he can do at the plate,” McLeod said. “He’s a multi-tooled athlete with incredible 
makeup. When you go and watch him, it’s really evident that he’s a leader on the field. He’s a leader in 
the dugout. He’s incredibly passionate. He’s all about winning. He’s exactly what we’re looking to bring 
into the organization.” 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Bryant, Cubs left frustrated in 2-hit shutout 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MILWAUKEE -- Kris Bryant is batting .281, which for most players would be great. But not for the Cubs' 
third baseman. 
 
Bryant went 0-for-4 on Tuesday night in the Cubs' 4-0 loss to the Brewers at Miller Park, and has 
extended his homerless streak to a career-high 24 consecutive games. He's hitless in his past 16 at-bats, 
striking out six times in that stretch. 



 

 
"It's all about being patient, and that's who I am," Bryant said. "The last three, four games haven't been 
great, but I think there's a lot of people who would want to be in my shoes. Sometimes it's all about 
perspective. My expectations are really high, and that's the greatest and worst thing in the world. That's 
how I look at it." 
 
Bryant wasn't the only Cubs player who had a tough time against the Brewers' Chase Anderson, who 
gave up one hit, an infield single by Willson Contreras, over seven innings for the win. Milwaukee 
jumped back into first place in the National League Central with the win. 
 
But Bryant has been scuffling by his standards, with one extra-base hit and two RBIs in his past 10 
games. 
 
"It's a daily battle with all of us," Bryant said. "You're more likely to have a bad day than a good day in 
this game, and the sooner you realize that and learn from that, then the better you can be in the future. 
I have my temper tantrums, and I go in here and break a bat or whatever. I try to do it where no one 
sees me. Sometimes that's a good thing, too. After that, it's all about perspective." 
 
He is playing a game for a living, Bryant said. He wouldn't want to be doing anything else. This is when 
you learn about yourself as a person. 
 
"It stinks to go out there and not get hits, but I'm playing for one of the best franchises in all sports, and 
looking back at what I've done, I feel pretty proud," he said. "That's what I go back to -- it's a game and 
I've accomplished a lot so far." 
 
And, Bryant said, it's OK to be in a slump. 
 
"This has been 15 at-bats, something like that," he said. "Before that I wasn't feeling great either, but I 
was hitting .300. If I'm complaining about that, I've got big problems. 
 
"This is where you learn the most about yourself and what drives you and what are you going to do. I 
still have those feelings in my gut before the game and I know they're there. I want to go out there and 
do well, and the day those aren't there, I shouldn't be playing. I come to the field excited every day that I 
can do something that nobody has ever done before, and that's what keeps me going." 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon isn't worried about his third baseman. 
 
"He hit that ball good to left field, but overall he's been off his game," Maddon said. "I am certain he's 
going to be fine. There are some really good hitters who have gone through a little bit of a funk. It 
happens. You stay with the guy, and you know he's good and he'll come out of it. In the meantime, you 
make sure he's OK because he's going to beat himself up a little bit." 
 
Cubs starter Tyler Chatwood has gotten back on track, even if he did take the loss Tuesday. He served up 
a pair of two-run doubles to Travis Shaw. A good sign is that he issued two walks, the third time in 13 
starts that he has walked two or fewer. The right-hander leads the Major Leagues in free passes with 58 
over 63 1/3 innings. 
 
"It was more changeups, more curveballs, that's what I thought I saw," Maddon said. "He didn't try to 
beat them up with his fastball." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 



 

Comic relief? This is not a moment the Cubs will want to remember. Christian Yelich was on second in 
the third inning when Lorenzo Cain hit a grounder to second baseman Javier Baez, who ran toward 
Yelich to catch him between second and third. The rundown began as Baez threw to Bryant, who threw 
to Addison Russell, then Chatwood, who chased Yelich back to second. Cain also was arriving at second, 
but he saw that no one was covering first and scampered back in time. Both he and Yelich were safe on 
the botched play, and both scored on Shaw's double to put the Brewers ahead, 4-0. More > 
 
"It's just a freak play," Chicago's Anthony Rizzo said. 
 
"I thought Yelich was for sure going to continue to go to third and he didn't," Bryant said. "I guess there 
could've been more awareness from all of us knowing where everybody was, Riz being at home plate 
and nobody being at first. That was just a weird play, I don't know if we'll ever see that again." 
 
SOUND SMART 
The Cubs were shut out for the fifth time this season and first time since May 23. They're now 10-20 
when scoring four or fewer runs this season. 
 
UP NEXT 
Mike Montgomery will close the series on Wednesday against the Brewers' Jhoulys Chacin. Montgomery 
has made it no secret he wants to start, and he's doing a good job subbing in for Yu Darvish. 
Montgomery is 2-0 in three starts, giving up two earned runs over 17 2/3 innings. In his last outing 
against the Pirates, the lefty threw a season-high 95 pitches over six innings. First pitch is scheduled for 
1:10 p.m. CT from Miller Park. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Darvish's bullpen session impresses Cubs 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MILWAUKEE -- Yu Darvish, on the disabled list with right triceps tendinitis, threw his first bullpen session 
since May 26, and the pitcher and the Cubs were encouraged by Tuesday's workout at Miller Park. 
 
"Today was a big day," Cubs president of baseball operations Theo Epstein said. "He let it go and felt 
really good. That's usually a good sign of what's going to happen next." 
 
Epstein and manager Joe Maddon watched the 30-pitch session by Darvish, whose last start was May 
20. He had thrown one bullpen session after that, when he felt soreness in his right arm. Darvish said he 
will be cautious with his return. 
 
"Because I had a similar injury when I had Tommy John surgery with the ligament, I'm more careful and 
sensitive this time," Darvish said through his interpreter. "I want to take the time and process things 
slowly. The MRI showed nothing. From the experience from the Tommy John surgery [in 2015], I have to 
take this [session] as a positive way going forward." 
 
Darvish, who signed a six-year deal in February, is 1-3 with a 4.95 ERA in eight starts with the Cubs. 
 
Neither Darvish, Epstein nor Maddon wanted to put a timetable on the pitcher's return. 
 



 

"We're at June 12, so it's about a month to the All-Star break. We'll see," Maddon said. "If there's any 
chance prior to that, I'm into it. Whatever he thinks and the doctors think -- we'll find out more 
[Wednesday]. 
 
"He threw really well, easy gas, great location, good spin on his breaking ball, [I was] very impressed," 
Maddon said. "The ball was coming out hot, and it was going right where he wanted to throw it. Good 
command in the 'pen. ... That's just a bullpen, but it was very encouraging to see him throw that easily 
and that well." 
 
Darvish has pitched past the fifth inning in three of his eight starts, including his last outing against the 
Reds when he gave up two hits over six innings, striking out seven. The right-hander said Tuesday's 
session "felt like where I left off with the last outing in Cincinnati." 
 
"The pitches I've been throwing seem to be good," Darvish said. "It's still a process. Hopefully, I can 
throw in games soon." 
 
Darvish's first season with the Cubs has not gone well. This is the second time he has been on the 
disabled list, having missed time in early May because of flu-like symptoms. Epstein didn't think Darvish 
was pressing to live up to his contract. 
 
"I think almost every free agent goes through that," Epstein said. "Some guys are lucky enough to have 
things break their way early and it's not as big of an issue. Most free agents struggle -- maybe it's a 
month, maybe it's three months, maybe it's a whole season. There's a point in time when you fight back 
and you develop a sense of new normal and you're comfortable in your surroundings and establish 
yourself. 
 
"He's not the only guy to go through that this year. As an organization, you try to support him and help 
him feel as comfortable as possible and make sure there's a lot of fight there. Today was a great day. He 
didn't have to drive up here. He pushed the schedule. He was feeling good and wanted to throw." 
 
Asked if Cubs fans have been treating him all right, Darvish laughed. 
 
"I have to ask each one of them," he said. 
 
"The fans here are very supportive. Even in my situation, they'll come up to me and see me in town and 
say thanks to me for the performance. I do feel the support from the fans." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs near deal with top pick Hoerner 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MILWAUKEE -- The Cubs are close to finalizing an agreement with first-round Draft pick Nico Hoerner, 
and he could join Class A Eugene, which opens its season on Friday. 
 
Hoerner was busy with final exams this week at Stanford. The Cubs are hoping he can go to their 
complex in Mesa, Ariz., for a physical soon to then begin his pro career with short-season Class A 
Eugene. 
 



 

Patrick Mooney of The Athletic reported Tuesday that Hoerner's deal with the Cubs is expected to be 
worth slot value, which is $2.724 million for the 24th overall pick. A source told MLB.com that Hoerner 
could sign as soon as Saturday or Sunday. 
 
Hoerner batted .345 in 57 games with Stanford this past season, hitting 17 doubles, six triples and two 
home runs, while driving in 40 runs. A right-handed hitter, the junior from Oakland was named to the 
All-Tournament team in the NCAA Regional. 
 
The Cubs have had success with position players taken in the first round. That list includes Javier Baez 
(2011), Albert Almora Jr. ('12), Kris Bryant ('13), Kyle Schwarber ('14) and Ian Happ ('15), who are all on 
the current Cubs roster. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs, Brewers meet for wives softball game 
By Stephen Cohn 
 
MILWAUKEE -- The Cubs have consistently come out on top versus the Brewers in 2018, winning eight of 
the first nine matchups between the two clubs on the diamond. 
 
That doesn't matter to the Brewers' wives. 
 
The Brewers' spouses defeated the Cubs' 10-3 in the first Brewers-Cubs Wives Softball Challenge at 
Helfaer Field on Tuesday afternoon for a good cause. 
 
"The girls were pumped, and they were ready to show their husbands that they know how to play," said 
Michelle Counsell, the wife of Brewers manager Craig Counsell. "It's just been really great bonding with 
everyone, and we're having a great time." 
 
Decked out in authentic Brewers and Cubs uniforms, the two clubs came prepared to play the seven-
inning softball game, which benefitted Milwaukee and Chicago's Reviving Baseball in Inner Cities (RBI) 
programs. 
 
Fans supported the cause by purchasing a Wives Softball Challenge ticket package, which included entry 
to the softball game and a Loge Outfield Box ticket to Tuesday night's game against the Cubs at Miller 
Park. Jerseys and other memorabilia were also raffled off at the game for fans to win as money was 
raised for the local RBI programs. 
 
Each team held several practices to work on hitting, fielding and throwing in the weeks leading up to the 
charity event, but a few players had prior softball experience, including the Brewers' Kaycee Sogard. 
 
Sogard, the wife of Brewers infielder Eric Sogard, played collegiately as a middle infielder at Arizona 
State, where she met her husband. But currently pregnant, she was placed at first base, a position at 
which she scooped several low throws. 
 
"I felt really kind of awkward because my belly is really big, but it was really fun," Sogard said. "I haven't 
really been on the field for a long time, except when Eric makes me hit him ground balls or play catch in 
the offseason." 
 



 

Sogard scored one of the Brewers' five runs in the first inning -- a frame that was abruptly halted due to 
a five-run limit -- after the Cubs got on the board first with a run to open the game. 
 
Milwaukee added two more runs in the second inning and three more in the fourth, including a run on 
one of the game's savviest plays. Alyssa Vogt, wife of Brewers catcher Stephen Vogt, tripled to lead off 
the fourth inning and tagged up on Sogard's line drive, which was caught by Paige Hartman, Kyle 
Schwarber's girlfriend. 
 
The Cubs cut into the Brewers' lead with two runs in the fourth, but they weren't able to muster any 
more offense due to some solid infield defense from Milwaukee. 
 
Jessica Bryant -- Kris Bryant's wife -- was injured and managed the Cubs. Bryant didn't have to argue, but 
Counsell -- like her husband, who has been ejected three times this season -- left the dugout to jokingly 
disagree with the volunteer umpires on a pair of calls. She even got one overturned. 
 
Many players on the Brewers and Cubs were in the stands and on the field cheering on their significant 
others just 12 hours after the Cubs took Monday night's series opener, 7-2, in 11 innings and moved into 
first place in the National League Central for the first time since May 1. 
 
The Cubs wore T-shirts with a drawing of their wives, fiancées or girlfriends' faces and names on them in 
a show of support. Brewers third baseman Hernan Perez and pitcher Brent Suter coached the bases for 
Milwaukee, high-fiving and hyping up the players when they reached base. 
 
"It was such a cool role reversal," Suter said. "They're always supporting us playing, and to be out here 
and cheer them on was really fun and for a great cause. It was a really good event, and I hope we do 
that every year." 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
How's Kris Bryant handling his slump? "I have my temper tantrums" 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
MILWAUKEE -- He wasn't feeling great even before his current hitless slump, so Chicago Cubs star Kris 
Bryant might really be frustrated after going 0-for-4 on Tuesday in a 4-0 loss to the Milwaukee Brewers. 
He has gone 15 at-bats without a hit over the past four games, which is the second-longest hitless streak 
of his career -- and longest since his rookie season in 2015. 
 
"At any given moment, you look around the league, someone is struggling," Bryant said late Tuesday 
after the Cubs dropped back into second place. "It's not fun, but it's really where you find out what 
you're made of. And then once you get out of it, you feel that much better, and you don't even think 
about the times when you were struggling." 
 
Most postgame sessions between players and reporters last just a couple of minutes, but Bryant opened 
up about a slump that has also zapped his power going back to last month. He hasn't homered since 
May 14, and his on-base percentage in June is higher than his slugging percentage. That's a little unusual 
for a slugger. 
 
"It's just the ebb and flow of the game," he said. "Sometimes it will continue to eat you up. You just have 
to go with it and realize things always turn around." 
 



 

For the season, Bryant is hitting .281 with a .391 on-base percentage and a respectable .871 OPS. But 
success in bigger moments has escaped him, leading to just 29 runs driven on a .241 batting average 
with runners in scoring position. He insists he isn't doing anything differently and denies that attempting 
to strike out less this year has zapped any power. Nor does he believe any swing adjustments have 
affected him adversely. It's just a slump, and slumps are like viruses -- they have to run their course. 
 
"It's easy to be ready and happy when you're successful, but I think it's even more important to learn 
how to deal with times when things aren't going your way," Bryant said. "You have to learn from it and 
realize everyone struggles in this game." 
 
Bryant's manager agrees, citing players such as Didi Gregorius and Paul Goldschmidt as examples of 
those who have also slumped badly this year. 
 
"Absolutely, he's been off of his game," Joe Maddon said. "I am certain he's going to be fine. There are 
some really good hitters this year that have gone through a little bit of a funk. It happens ... You make 
sure he's doing OK because he's going to beat himself up a little bit." 
 
Maddon will check in often with a slumping player to make sure he isn't driving himself crazy. There 
might be not be a more even-keel player than Bryant, but even he can lose it. According to Statcast, he 
has "barreled" zero balls the past four games, and it's not like he was mashing all over the field before 
that. 
 
"I have my temper tantrums," Bryant said. "I go in here [the clubhouse] and break a bat or whatever. I 
try to do it where no one sees me. Sometimes that's a good thing too ... And this has been 15 at-bats? 
Sure, before that I wasn't feeling great, but I was hitting .300. If I'm complaining about that, then I have 
big problems." 
 
It's that perspective that has always gotten Bryant through tough times. The smile on his face and calm 
demeanor in answering questions late after the game tell a story of a player who's OK with himself. Or 
else he's putting on a really good act, but that's not his style. 
 
"My expectations are really high," Bryant said. "That's the greatest and worst thing in the world. ... Yeah, 
it stinks to go out there and not get a hit, but I'm playing for one of the best franchises in all sports, and 
looking back at what I've done, I feel pretty proud. ... I come to the field excited every day that there is a 
chance I could do something no one has ever done before." 
 
Cubs' fans are eager to see that as well, but Bryant is keeping his cool. Anxiousness is his enemy because 
there is no cure for a slump -- just persistence. 
 
-- 
 
 


