
Urshela, Gonzalez set for battle over utility spot 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
MESA, Ariz. -- On a recent spring morning, Indians third-base coach Mike Sarbaugh informed Giovanny Urshela that he was going to take 
some ground balls at first base during that day's workout. Urshela reacted with such excitement that Sarbaugh likened it to a kid on Christmas 
morning. 
 
"He's really embraced the utility role," Sarbaugh said. 
 
In a world where Francisco Lindor, Jose Ramirez, Jason Kipnis, Edwin Encarnacion and Yonder Alonso populate Cleveland's infield, that is the 
appropriate mindset for Urshela to take right now. There are no starting jobs available, but the Indians do have a utility job available off the 
bench. Urshela and Erik Gonzalez -- both sure-handed defenders -- are vying for that spot on the Opening Day roster. 
 
The situation becomes a bit more complicated when considering that Urshela and Gonzalez are among the handful of players -- lefty Ryan 
Merritt being another -- who are out of Minor League options this year. Simply put, that means they would need to clear waivers before 
Cleveland could consider sending them to the Minor Leagues. When exposed to waivers, the players are up for grabs for other teams. 
Given those circumstances, the Indians are operating under the assumption that one of Urshela or Gonzalez will be in another uniform for the 
start of the season. Indians manager Terry Francona noted that reality played a role in the decision to add versatile shortstop Eric Stamets to 
the 40-man roster over the offseason. 
 
"It's kind of cut and dried," Francona said. "We fully feel that if we don't keep one of them, we're going to lose them. Not to get too deep into it, 
but I think that's why you see a Stamets on the roster, things like that. We're fully prepared that we're going to lose somebody if we don't keep 
them." 
 
Francona said there is some division in opinion in the Urshela vs. Gonzalez debates that have taken place this spring among the team's various 
evaluators. The manager admitted that he has even gone back and forth between which player he feels is the best fit for the Tribe's roster. 
 
The main priority for the utility job is defensive reliability at multiple infield positions. Francona wants to be confident that, if he makes an in-
game move, his utility man can take the field at any spot and be trusted to catch the ball. The utility man can also serve as a defensive upgrade 
for late-and-close situations. This spring, Gonzalez has played short and second, while Urshela has logged innings at all four infield spots. 
 
In Friday's game against the A's, Gonzalez manned short, while Urshela got the start at first base. 
 
"I don't have any concerns defensively with either one of them," Francona said. 
 
Francona added that his utility man needs to be able to handle shortstop. That is no issue for the 26-year-old Gonzalez, who was groomed as a 
shortstop and would likely be a starter at that position if it were not for Lindor's presence. Urshela, who is also 26, is a third baseman by trade, 
but he has played some short -- including this spring -- and has looked fine at that position. 
 
"They have obviously a little different skill set," Francona said of Urshela and Gonzalez. "But, Gio is so sure-handed that -- for whatever range 
he may not have at short -- he makes up for it by [being] such a good defender. I think regardless of who it is, we're always going to be well-
represented defensively. That's their strength." 
 
Offensively, Gonzalez has hit .262 with a .687 OPS in 81 Major League games and has the higher upside, especially if he were given everyday 
at-bats. Urshela has hit .225 with a .587 OPS in 148 games in the big leagues, but has a less-complicated swing that may fit a bench role 
better. The last thing Cleveland will be doing when making its decision is basing it off a small sample of Cactus League at-bats. 
 
"[The decision] will be difficult," Francona said. "There's no getting around it. It's going to be hard." 
 
Gomes to be held back from Vegas trip 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- Throwing runners out is a big part of Yan Gomes' game, and the Indians want to make sure the veteran catcher's arm is in 
top form come Opening Day. That is why Gomes has been removed from the travel roster for this weekend's games against the Cubs in Las 
Vegas. 
 
Indians manager Terry Francona noted on Friday morning that Gomes is currently dealing with some minor arm soreness, so the catcher will 
remain in Arizona. The team's plan calls for Gomes to get a handful of at-bats in a Minor League game on Friday, and continue to go through 
his daily work with first-base coach and catching instructor Sandy Alomar Jr. over the next few days. 
"His arm's a little sore. It's nothing," Francona said. "We don't want him to have to carry this into the season. He'll be OK." 
 
With neither Gomes nor Roberto Perez making the trip to Las Vegas, Indians catching prospect Eric Haase will get an opportunity to start both 
games against the Cubs on Saturday and Sunday. 
 
"I'm looking forward to it," Haase said. "However much time left I have up here, I'm going to take advantage of it. So, whether I was staying 
back or going up there, I think it's a good thing." 



Barring any setbacks, Gomes would likely get some at-bats as the Indians' designated hitter in Sunday's game against the Mariners in Arizona 
with the goal of resuming catching on Monday against the Giants. Cleveland then has a team off-day built into the schedule on Tuesday. 
 
Last season, Gomes threw out 24 would-be basestealers in 57 chances, registering a Major League-leading 42 percent caught-stealing rate. 
According to Baseball Prospectus, Gomes ranked seventh in the Majors with 2.2 Throwing Runs last year, too. As a group, Cleveland's 
catchers allowed the fewest stolen bases (50) in baseball during the 2017 campaign. 
 
"I would say right now," Francona said, "[even with a sore arm] he probably throws better than most of the guys in the league." 
 
Injury updates 
• Right-hander Danny Salazar (right shoulder inflammation) is scheduled to continue his long-toss program with the goal of advancing beyond 
130 feet before gaining clearance to resume throwing off a mound. The Indians want Salazar to be confident in the strength of his arm before 
he advances to that next step. 
 
"He wants to get out a little bit further before he throws a bullpen," Francona said. "I don't think he's confident yet that he can throw it with 
conviction, and he needs that. So, we're trying to [work with him]. The pitching coaches, the medical staff have done a great job being patient 
and trying to listen and build in days where he can start to get that conviction." 
 
• Left fielder Michael Brantley (right ankle surgery in October) was scheduled to continue outfield-specific work during Friday's workout. Brantley 
played in a Minor League game on Wednesday, but Francona remains hesitant to say when the outfielder might make his Cactus League 
debut. 
 
"I haven't even asked," Francona said. "Obviously, I care, but he's doing so well and I know he's champing at the bit. I don't want to put more 
pressure on the medical staff, because I know Brant's really pushing now, because he feels so good." 
 
• Outfielder Brandon Guyer (left wrist surgery in October) has advanced through soft toss, overhand toss and other hitting drills in the batting 
cage with no issues. Francona said Guyer has been cleared to resume taking regular batting practice. It remains likely that Guyer will begin the 
season on the disabled list. 
 
Worth noting 
• With four games combined across Saturday and Sunday, Francona's coaching staff will be splitting up to cover all the duties. Bench coach 
Brad Mills, hitting coach Ty Van Burkleo, pitching coach Carl Willis, bullpen coach Scott Atchison, Major League coach Mark Budzinski and 
Alomar will remain in Arizona for the weekend games against the Cubs (Saturday) and Mariners (Sunday). 
 
In Las Vegas, where the Cubs and Indians will play Saturday and Sunday, third-base coach Mike Sarbaugh will be on hand, along with 
assistant hitting coach Victor Rodriguez (serving as hitting coach), Major League coach Brian Sweeney (pitching coach), replay coordinator 
Mike Barnett (bench coach), Triple-A pitching coach Steve Karsay (bullpen coach) and Triple-A Columbus bench coach Bobby Magallanes 
(first-base coach). 
 
• Righty Mike Clevinger was scratched from his scheduled start on Thursday due to illness. He is now slated to start against the Mariners on 
Sunday in Peoria, Ariz. As a result, right-hander Josh Tomlin's next scheduled start has been pushed back to Monday's road game against the 
Giants. 
 
• Francona met with members of his coaching staff and the front office on Thursday night and they will convene again after the team gets 
through the five games in a three-day span, leading up to Tuesday's off-day. The group is still working toward decisions about the final bullpen 
spot, outfield alignment and utility job. 
 
Camp battles 
In Friday's game against Oakland, Giovanny Urshela got the start at first base and went 2-for-4 with a homer, now batting .545 this spring, while 
Erik Gonzalez started at shortstop and went 0-for-2. Urshela and Gonzalez, who are both out of Minor League options, are competing for a spot 
on the Tribe's bench as a utility man. 
 
Right-hander Carlos Torres -- in camp as a non-roster invitee and vying for a bullpen job -- lasted only one-third of an inning in his latest outing 
against the A's. Torres was charged with five runs on four hits, including a home run, and ended with two walks and no strikeouts. 
 
Up next 
Lefty Ryan Merritt is scheduled to take the mound for the Tribe on Saturday in a 7:05 p.m. ET game against the Cubs in Las Vegas, with 
SportsTime Ohio carrying the contest. In Mesa, Ariz., Trevor Bauer will start for a split-squad Indians team in a 4:05 p.m. ET tilt against the 
Cubs on Saturday as well. Francisco Lindor and Jason Kipnis will highlight the lineup in Vegas, while regulars Jose Ramirez, Edwin 
Encarnacion and Yonder Alonso are in the planned lineup for the game in Arizona. 
 
Jordan Bastian has covered the Indians for MLB.com since 2011, and previously covered the Blue Jays from 2006-10. Read his blog, Major 
League Bastian, fo 
 



On Frankie and Gio and 5 other things we learned ab out the Cleveland Indians on Friday 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - Francisco Lindor started the routine last year. 

Before a day game, weather permitting, he'd go outside with strength coach Joe Kessler and throw a large medicine ball around in front of the 
Tribe's dugout. 

Then Kessler would unroll a sprint ladder and Lindor would use it for agility and speed drills. It didn't last long, usually about 10 to 15 minutes. 

Lindor said he did it not only to help his conditioning, but to get his eyes used to the sunlight because most of the big-league schedule is played 
at night. 

One day Giovanny Urshela followed Lindor to the field to join the drills. They did it for the rest of the season. All the while, manager Terry 
Francona was watching. 

"It's nice when you see that happen," Francona told reporters Friday morning at the team's spring-training site in Goodyear, Ariz. "It's easy to sit 
in the clubhouse and roll your eyes (and say) that guy is overdoing it. Then all of a sudden guys are following Frankie in that direction. It's pretty 
cool and I actually thought it helped Gio a lot." 

Francona had the team's video staff film Lindor's routine and had it sent to the organization's minor league teams. 

"What better example is there to be ready to play on day games?" said Francona. "I just love it. 

"It's kind of like the same thing when I'm in the dugout and look out every day and Sandy (Alomar) is in the outfield doing drills with a catcher. I 
just love it. It gives me a feeling that we're ready to play. I love the preparation behind it." 

This winter Urshela and Lindor worked out together at Lindor's old high school, Monteverde Academy, near Orlando, Fla. The baseball field is 
named in Lindor's honor. 

CLE@SF: Urshela turns a fantastic double play on bunt 

The Indians lost a spring training game to Oakland, 7-3, Friday, but Urshela went 2-for-4 with a home run. He's hitting .545 (18-for-33) with 
three homers and six RBI this spring, while trying to win a job as the Tribe's utility infielder. 

Urshela and Erik Gonzalez, his main competition, are out of options. If they don't make the 25-man roster, a team could claim them on waivers 
and add them to their big-league roster. 

No. 1: Catcher Yan Gomes has a sore arm. 

Gomes was scheduled to catch Saturday and Sunday's games in Las Vegas against the Cubs, but he's been bothered by a sore right arm so 
he'll stay in Goodyear this weekend. 

"His arm is a little sore," said Francona. "It's nothing. It's just silly to take him when he was going to catch both games." 

Gomes was scheduled to DH in a minor league game Friday and get several at-bats. He'll work with Alomar, the Indians catching coach, on his 
throwing drills. 

"I would say he throws better than most of the guys in the league, but we don't want him to carry this into the season," said Francona. "He'll be 
OK. 

"The plan is, depending on he's doing, that he'll catch Monday. And we'll probably have DH at-bats for him Sunday in Goodyear." 

Catcher Eric Haase will got to Las Vegas in place of Gomes. Infielder Richie Shaffer (flu) won't make the trip as well. 

No. 2: Pitcher, pitchers everywhere. 

Ryan Merritt, Zach McAllister, Jeff Beliveau, Cam Hill and Evan Marshall are scheduled to pitch against the Cubs in Las Vegas on Saturday. 
Stephen Fife, Tyler Olson, Carlos Torres, Preston Claiborne, Neil Ramirez and Alexi Ogando will pitch against the Cubs on Sunday in Vegas. 

Ryan Merritt completes doubleheader sweep for Indians over Yankees 

On Saturday in Mesa, Ariz., Trevor Bauer, Andrew Miller, Cody Allen and Dan Otero are scheduled to face the Cubs. On Sunday, Mike 
Clevinger, Nicky Goody, Otero and Matt Belisle are scheduled to face Seattle in Peoria, Ariz. 

Josh Tomlin will start against the Giants on Monday in Scottsdale, Ariz. Corey Kluber will start a minor league on Monday as well. 

WTAM will carry Bauer's start against the Cubs at 4:05 p.m. SporsTime Ohio will carry Saturday's game from Las Vegas at 7:05 p.m. 

No. 3: What about the coaching staff 

Francona will travel with the team to Las Vegas, while bench coach Brad Mills will stay in Arizona to manage the split squad games against the 
Cubs and Mariners. 

Pitching coach Carl Willis, bullpen coach Scott Atchison, first base coach Alomar and hitting coach Ty Van Burkleo will stay in Arizona. 

Bryan Sweeney, in his first year on Francona's staff, will be the pitching coach in Vegas and Class AAA pitching coach Steve Karsay will be in 
the bullpen. Victor Rodriguez, the new assistant hitting coach, will go to Vegas. Mike Barnes, the replay coordinator, will serve as Francona's 
bench coach and Bobby Magallanes, a minor league hitting coach, will coach first base. 

No. 4: Walking wounded update 

Outfielder Brandon Guyer (left wrist) has progressed to taking full batting practice. Guyer underwent surgery on his left wrist in October and re-
aggravated it early in spring training. 



"He's actually doing pretty well," said Francona. "He's got to play some. Once we get him healthy, we have to get him some at-bats." 

Danny Salazar (right shoulder) is still throwing long toss. He appears to be hesitant to throw off the mound to test his shoulder. 

"He wants to get out a little bit farther out (playing long toss) before gets off the mound," said Francona. "I don't think he's confident yet that he 
can throw with conviction. He needs that." 

Francona still isn't ready to say that Michael Brantley (right ankle) will be ready to open the season on March 29 against Seattle. 

"I haven't even asked," said Francona. "I obviously care. He's doing so well. I know he's champing at the bit. I don't want to put pressure on the 
medical staff." 

No. 5: Here comes the big one 

Francona said the team's decision makers will meet on Tuesday to discuss the roster and how to get it down to 25 players. Francona said he's 
already had some preliminary meetings with Chris Antonetti, president of baseball operations, GM Mike Chernoff, Mills and Willis. 

"We need to cut down our number," said Francona. "I'm never going to say when. Common sense says that we've got to get through these split 
squads." 

Francona said the Indians are going to have to deal with a lot of minor league free agents who have out clauses in their contracts. All that will 
have to be done before they break camp on March 27 after playing Arizona. 
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Cleveland Indians fall to Oakland, 7-3; Bradley Zimme r, Giovanny Urshela homer in losing effort 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Bradley Zimmer started Friday's game with a home run, but the Indians didn't do much after that in a 7-3 spring-training 
loss to the Oakland A's at HoHoKam Park in Mesa, Ariz. 

The A's scored five runs off reliever Carlos Torres in the seventh inning to break a 2-2 tie. 

Indians starter Carlos Carrasco, making his fourth appearance and third start of the spring, allowed two runs on three hits in four innings. He 
struck out four and walked two. 

Carrasco has 16 strikeouts in 10 innings. 

Zimmer, who had two of the Indians' eight hits, gave them a 1-0 lead with a leadoff homer off Daniel Mengden. It was his second homer of the 
spring. 

Oakland took a 2-1 lead in the second on Dustin Fowler's two-run bases-loaded double. Carrasco retired the first two batters in the second, but 
allowed the next four to reach base. Fowler's doubled bounced over the outfield fence or it would have cleared the bases. 

Catcher Roberto Perez blooped a single into right field with two out in the sixth to pull the Indians into a 2-2 tie. Perez has five RBI this spring. 

Alexi Ogando relieved Carrasco in the fifth and retired six straight A's. Ogando has allowed one run with 12 strikeouts in eight innings. 

Torres, competing with Ogando and others for a spot in the bullpen, started the seventh. Chad Pinder greeted him with a single and Bruce 
Maxwell followed with a two-run homer for the big hit of the inning. 

Giovanny Urshela started the ninth with a home run to cut Oakland's lead to 7-3. Urshela, competing for the utility infielder's job, went 2-for-4 
and is hitting .546 (18-for-33) with three homers and six RBI this spring. 

The Indians are 12-9-2 this spring. 
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Giovanny Urshela starts at first base vs. Oakland A thletics: Cleveland Indians spring training lineup 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com jnoga@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Giovanny Urshela and Erik Gonzalez are both in the starting lineup for the Cleveland Indians on Friday as the Tribe takes 
on Oakland at Hohokam Stadium in Mesa, Ariz. 

Urshela, batting .552 in 29 spring at-bats, gets his first start of spring training at first base, while Gonzalez, hitting .250 in 24 at-bats, will play 
shortstop. Both players are out of options and vying to earn a spot on the Tribe's opening day roster as a utility infielder. 

Mike Napoli, in camp as a non-roster invitee, will bat fourth as the designated hitter. 

Carlos Carrasco makes his fourth appearance (third start) in Cactus League play. Carrasco started on March 11 in a split-squad game against 
Milwaukee, throwing three shutout innings and allowing just one hit while striking out six Brewers. 

Carrasco will be followed on the mound by Matt Belisle, Alexi Ogando, Carlos Torres and Neil Ramirez. 

 

When Danny Salazar rejoins Cleveland Indians, the b ullpen probably isn't an option 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - What are the Indians going to do with Danny Salazar when he's healthy enough to pitch for them this season? 

The Indians' rotation was the best in the American League last year with Salazar contributing just 103 innings and 19 starts. He was on the 
disabled list from June 4 through July 21 with a sore right shoulder. He returned to the DL on Aug. 21 with a sore right elbow and did not pitch 
again in the regular season. 



In the AL Division Series, Salazar did make one relief appearance. 

Salazar has been bothered by right shoulder and right elbow problems over the last two seasons. He came to camp this year with inflammation 
in his right shoulder and will open the year on the disabled list. 

So would it be smart for the Indians to put Salazar in the bullpen when he rejoins the team this year? 

"It's a good question. It's a good idea," manager Terry Francona told reporters on Thursday morning in Goodyear, Ariz. 

But from listening to Francona's answer it doesn't sound like it's going to happen. 

"It's certainly something we could visit if we need to," he said. "I don't know if cautious is the right word, but if the same things that maybe have 
entered into him not making 30 starts (should happen) in the bullpen. . . 

"On a routine, I think Danny would be great. I don't know if you can have a routine when the season starts. If you told him we're going to pitch 
you Monday Thursday and Sunday. He might just be lights out. I don't know how you can do that during the season." 

Francona said Salazar was playing long toss at 130 feet on Thursday. It sounds like he's getting close to throwing off the mound. 

Salazar's best season was in 2015 when he went 14-10 with a 3.45 ERA. In 30 starts, he pitched 185 innings and struck out 195 batters. 

In 2016, he had a great first half and made the All-Star team. But he's been dealing with injuries ever since. Last season Salazar, 28, averaged 
12.67 strikeouts per nine innings, second in the big leagues to pitchers with 100 or more innings. 
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Changes to Eric Stamets' swing and mentality might soo n have him contributing to the team he grew up rootin g for 
By T.J. Zuppe 4h ago  2   
MESA, Ariz. — When Eric Stamets was still a member of the Angels, his father, James, came to spring training with one goal. 
 
“If he left with nothing else,” Stamets said, “he wanted a picture of me and Omar (Vizquel).” 
 
Eric had grown up watching the Indians in his hometown of Dublin, Ohio, and Vizquel, the legendary Indians shortstop, was the Angels' infield 
coordinator at the time. Oh, and he also happened to be Eric's favorite player as a child. 
 
“He got one picture,” Stamets said. “That was awesome.”  
 
Two years later, Stamets was dealt to the Indians in a deadline deal for David Murphy, and his life came full circle. Stamets was now a member 
of the organization he grew up loving. Nearly three years later, that connection he felt as a kid is still paying off. 
 
Not only did he work with Vizquel in Los Angeles, now he's the beneficiary of instruction from another former Tribe defensive wizard, John 
McDonald, who serves as the club's defensive coordinator. 
 
And, in case you're wondering, Stamets thinks McDonald has still got it. 
 
“If he's just at second base catching, he'll do his transition,” he said. “He won't throw it, but he's still got the hands.” 
 
But his appreciation goes beyond the on-field instruction. 
 
“Just bouncing ideas off each other is something that's helpful to me,” Stamets added. “In this kind of environment, getting closer to the big 
leagues, it's something that makes me feel more comfortable, to make me feel like I am close. It's just all been positive. I love working with him 
and the magician he was and still is today. That's just been fun.” 
 
Stamets is a strong defender is his own right. It's one of the first things mentioned in any scouting report or analysis of the 26-year-old 
shortstop. But when you're a part of an organization that already features Francisco Lindor, José Ramírez, Erik González, Yu Chang and Willi 
Castro, standing out among the middle-infield talent can be a challenge. 
 
“They have a lot of depth,” Stamets said. “I'm not blind to that.” 
 
Becoming a more complete player was at least one reason why he decided to make some offensive changes at the end of 2016. Stamets 
admitted that he was already a tinkerer at the plate. He made changes to his swing almost every season. 
 
“My swing has been a work in progress since pro ball started,” he said. “I wasn't having enough success that made me comfortable.” 
 
So, much like the other converts to the air ball revolution, Stamets decided to change the path of his swing. Previously, Stamets hit the ball on 
the ground to utilize his speed. But the higher he climbed the organizational ladder, he was discovering it was difficult to find those holes in the 
infield. 
 



“Guys are just way too good defensively,” Stamets said. “It's just not cut out for (success). So, you've got to elevate to at least get the ball (over 
the infield), line drives, gap-to-gap.” 
 
Elevate, he did. Having never clubbed more than six homers in a single season, Stamets smacked a career-best 16 homers between Double-A 
and Triple-A last year. He reduced his ground-ball rate by about 10 percent over the previous year and his fly-ball rate climbed above 50 
percent. 
 
Overall, Stamets posted a .954 OPS in 14 games with the RubberDucks and a .779 OPS in 101 games with the Clippers, creating 16 percent 
more runs than the league average at that level. 
 
He felt one big adjustment was key. 
 
“My two-strike approach was way different,” Stamets said. “Instead of just trying not to strike out, it was just another strike. (I wanted to) still try 
to drive the baseball and really focus on my plate discipline, not just trying to flail it with two strikes.” 
 
Sure, that resulted in an increased strikeout rate for a second consecutive season, but the walk rate didn't suffer. Overall, the change in 
mentality created a more dangerous offensive profile and may have made him a more legitimate candidate to reach the majors in the near 
future. He still doesn't see himself as a home run hitter, but he also believes his new approach gets the most out of his ability. 
 
“Obviously, playing in a good park last year, it was home for me,” Stamets said. “That was comfortable for me. I had been there before, so it 
wasn't such a culture shock like it was in 2016. Having success at that level and showing that, hey, I can do this offensively, not just punch 
singles around, added confidence for me. I think it did add a little bit of value to myself.” 
 
Without that mentality shift, the Indians probably aren't as quick to add Stamets to the 40-man roster. They did, however, protecting him from 
the Rule 5 draft over the winter, a development that was somewhat disappointing — the Rule 5 can occasionally create opportunities for 
roadblocked players — but also spoke to the organization's opinion of him. 
 
“I think that gave me some confidence that they believe in me and do like me and do want me around for a reason,” Stamets said. “What their 
plans are and what they do, I'm not in on those meetings. I just control (what I can), do my work every day, do whatever I can control. I'll stick to 
that.” 
 
And if he's patient, that opportunity might come. 
 
The Indians are faced with an unfortunate dilemma, forced to choose between González and Gio Urshela for the club's utility job. Neither of the 
infielders own an option, and the club is very likely to lose whichever player doesn't make the Opening Day roster. 
 
That reality was one the team considered over the winter and was likely one of several reasons they protected Stamets in the Rule 5. If they 
end up losing González or Urshela, Stamets could quickly enter the picture as the club's most ready middle-infield depth. 
 
He certainly isn't oblivious to the possibility. 
 
“Whether you're in Akron, Columbus or Cleveland, you've got to stay healthy,” Stamets said. “You never know what can happen. This game is 
so crazy that things can happen so fast. Just got to stay healthy and be ready for the opportunity when they do call your number.” 
 
And it doesn't hurt that the Arizona environment tends to reward those that hit the ball in the air. The right-handed hitter has posted a .912 OPS 
with a pair of homers in 24 Cactus League at-bats this spring. 
 
“Yeah, this is nice,” Stamets said with a smile. “Good confidence booster, too.”  
 


