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Rox blanked in Gm 2, now seek spark at home 
Colorado held to 6 hits in club's first postseason shutout loss 
 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Oct. 5, 2018 
 
 
MILWAUKEE -- Rockies catcher Chris Iannetta snapped his bat across his right thigh. Center fielder Charlie 

Blackmon flipped his bat and helmet in frustration. Ian Desmond, left standing at third in the seventh -- after Iannetta 

and Matt Holliday struck out and Blackmon lined out -- grimaced and left the field. 

The reactions, whether extreme or understated, summed up the lament of a team hoping to go home and find its offense. 

The Rockies dropped a 4-0 decision to the Brewers on Friday afternoon at Miller Park to fall behind, 2-0, in the National 

League Division Series. 

The Rockies, shut out for the first time in their postseason history, will try to avoid elimination Sunday afternoon at Coors 

Field. It's the Rockies' first home postseason game since Oct. 12, 2009, when the Phillies took a 5-4 victory to eliminate 

Colorado from the NLDS, 3-1. 

"Teams can go on streaks," said Iannetta, who says he has snapped bats before -- just not in front of packed stands or a 

national television audience. "The Brewers have won 10 in a row, and we've won nine or 10 in a row. It has happened 

before. But we've gotta start hitting. Some of it is us missing pitches, some of it is the Brewers' pitching staff is really 

good." 

The best that could be said about the six-hit performance is it put a merciful end to a week in which the Rockies bounced 

about the country but picked up just six runs in four games -- the NL West tiebreaker loss to the Dodgers, the 2-1 win over 

the Cubs in a 13-inning NL Wild Card Game and the two NLDS games with the Brewers. 

MEDIA CLIPS – Oct. 6, 2018 

http://m.mlb.com/player/455104/chris-iannetta
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/435622/ian-desmond
http://m.mlb.com/player/407812/matt-holliday
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"It's been a whirlwind of a week, that's for sure," said shortstop Trevor Story, who earned NL MVP Award attention during 

the regular season but has seen old pitch-chasing habits return while going 0-for-8 with five strikeouts in two NLDS 

games. "We're looking forward to getting back to Denver." 

Only consecutive doubles in the fourth from Mike Moustakas and Hernan Perez swung this game to the Brewers, who 

haven't exactly dominated offensively either. Lefty starter Tyler Anderson, in his first postseason start and second 

postseason appearance, held the Brewers to the one run on four hits, with five strikeouts. Moustakas added an RBI single 

and Erik Kratz a two-run single in the eighth. 

The Rockies spent much of this season battling, and at times overcoming, their history of weak road performances. They 

won a club-record 44 road games. 

But now they need Coors Field more than ever. 

In the history of five-game series with the 2-2-1 format, teams that win Games 1 and 2 at home have gone on to take the 

series 24 of 27 times (89 percent). However, just last year, the Indians lost to the Yankees in the American League 

Division Series after grabbing a 2-0 lead in Cleveland. And the Rockies' own recent history sheds some light. 

In their last two regular-season homestands, during which they went 7-3 and 6-1, they posted team OPS figures of 1.059 

and .962, respectively. They averaged 6.3 and 8.3 runs in those two homestands. But there is no margin for error now -- 

the Rockies have to take both games to keep the series alive and force a Game 5 back in Milwaukee. 

"I think playing at home can get us going," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "We still need to do what we have to do to 

win. We've got to pitch well and we have to swing the bats. We have pitched well here, but we haven't swung the bats." 

On Friday, the Rockies managed only three scoring chances. Nolan Arenado singled and Carlos Gonzalez walked 

against Brewers starter and one-time Rockies stalwart Jhoulys Chacin, but Story swung over a Chacin slider for a 

strikeout. 

With runners at first and second in the third, Chacin fanned Arenado -- "I don't really remember it, I just know I struck out 

on three pitches with men on first and second, and it wasn't a good at-bat," Arenado said. Chacin, who gave up three hits 

and three walks but struck out three, then worked a weak grounder from Gonzalez. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.mlb.com/player/519058/mike-moustakas
http://m.mlb.com/player/541650/hernan-perez
http://m.mlb.com/player/542881/tyler-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/456124/erik-kratz
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/468504/jhoulys-chacin
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In the seventh, Desmond beat out an infield hit against Joakim Soria, then stole second and took third on Kratz's wild 

throw. But Soria fanned Iannetta and Holliday on three pitches apiece. 

"I fouled two pitches off, then I got a slider over the middle of the plate that I thought I was on, but I was obviously out in 

front -- it was slower than I thought it was," Iannetta said. 

The Brewers went to Josh Hader, and Blackmon lined the second pitch at 95 mph but right to second baseman Travis 

Shaw. The Rockies managed two hits but fanned three times -- to bring their Friday total to 10 and their two-game tally to 

22. 

"The story of the series so far is how we've pitched," Brewers manager Craig Counsell said. 

ANDERSON ACCOUNTS FOR HIMSELF WELL 

Solid work in his final three regular-season starts earned Anderson the opportunity on Friday. A key to his solid outing was 

holding NL MVP front-runner Christian Yelich and longtime star Ryan Braun to one walk, with five flyouts and a strikeout 

(of Braun) in six plate appearances. 

Anderson worked up, and at times just above, the strike zone. 

"I do my best work when I'm in and out and up and down," Anderson said. "So this is a team that likes the ball down -- a 

lot of their guys like the ball down. So we were going to go hard, and going up is the best way to get, if not a swing and 

miss, then some very weak contact." 

SOUND SMART 

Not only had the Rockies not been shut out in the postseason before Friday, but they had never been blanked at Miller 

Park. That's 60 combined regular-season and postseason games. 

HE SAID IT 

"That's a combination of aggressiveness and anxiousness. Part of it might be the moment." -- Black 

MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 

Desmond has gone 1-for-8 in the series. But after Thursday's tricky move to bait Yelich into an out, Desmond added 

another heady defensive play Friday. With runners at first and third and a run in, Anderson made a pickoff throw to first 

http://m.mlb.com/player/465657/joakim-soria
http://m.mlb.com/player/623352/josh-hader
http://m.mlb.com/player/543768/travis-shaw
http://m.mlb.com/player/543768/travis-shaw
http://m.mlb.com/player/592885/christian-yelich
http://m.mlb.com/player/460075/ryan-braun
https://www.mlb.com/rockies/news/ian-desmond-puts-fake-tag-on-christian-yelich/c-297082632
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and Shaw dashed toward second. Instead of dealing with that, Desmond spotted Perez dancing toward the plate. After a 

pump fake, Desmond whipped a throw to Arenado at third, and third-base umpire Alfonso Marquez ruled Perez out. 

The Brewers challenged, but the call stood because Arenado's right foot blocked the hand of Perez as it reached toward 

the base. 

UP NEXT 

Righty German Marquez (14-11, 3.77 ERA in regular season) will try to keep the Rockies' hopes alive Sunday at 2:37 

p.m. MT, when he faces the Brewers and lefty Wade Miley (5-2, 2.57) at Coors Field. The Rockies will be looking to 

extend the series to Monday, when lefty Kyle Freeland -- a Denver native -- is slated to start. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/608566/german-marquez
http://m.mlb.com/player/489119/wade-miley
http://m.mlb.com/player/607536/kyle-freeland
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Brewers-Rockies G3: Lineups, matchups, FAQs 
 
Adam McCalvy and Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Oct. 5, 2018 
 

MILWAUKEE -- The National League Division Series moves to Coors Field on Sunday for the Rockies' first home playoff 

game since 2009. But after taking the first two contests at Miller Park, the Brewers, with a chance to wrap up the series, 

hope to give the good people of Denver just one game. 

Since Monday, the Rockies have been in Los Angeles, Chicago and Milwaukee -- unusual globetrotting for a baseball 

team. They hope home is sweet as they try to climb back into the series. 

"I feel like we've been on the road forever, but it's only been four games," second baseman DJ LeMahieu said. "I've 

always said playing a playoff game at Coors Field would be unbelievable. To get the chance to do it, we're very excited." 

Milwaukee, meanwhile, eyes its first postseason series sweep. 

What might the starting lineups look like? 

Brewers: The Brewers got eight hits from the Nos. 5-8 spots in their batting order in Game 2, but it wasn't exactly a 

breakthrough day at the plate. The Brewers were 3-for-12 with runners in scoring position before Erik Kratz's two-run 

bloop single in a three-run eighth inning extended the lead to 4-0. They'll hope to hit more at high altitude; 

especially Lorenzo Cain and Jesus Aguilar, who are a combined 0-for-14 in the NLDS. 

 

1. Lorenzo Cain, CF 

2. Christian Yelich, RF 

3. Ryan Braun, LF 

4. Travis Shaw, 2B 

5. Jesus Aguilar, 1B 

6. Mike Moustakas, 3B 

7. Erik Kratz, C 

8. Orlando Arcia, SS 

9. Wade Miley, LHP 

http://m.mlb.com/player/518934/dj-lemahieu
https://www.mlb.com/news/erik-kratz-hits-clutch-single-in-playoff-debut/c-297211294
http://m.mlb.com/player/456124/erik-kratz
https://www.mlb.com/news/brewers-shut-out-rockies-own-2-0-nlds-lead/c-297162046
http://m.mlb.com/player/456715/lorenzo-cain
http://m.mlb.com/player/542583/jesus-aguilar
http://m.mlb.com/player/592885/christian-yelich
http://m.mlb.com/player/460075/ryan-braun
http://m.mlb.com/player/543768/travis-shaw
http://m.mlb.com/player/519058/mike-moustakas
http://m.mlb.com/player/606115/orlando-arcia
http://m.mlb.com/player/489119/wade-miley
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Rockies: Brewers pitchers, especially relievers, have given the Rockies few chances. But third baseman Nolan 

Arenado says they should have done more with the hittable pitches. "Sometimes you swing at bad pitches and get 

yourself in trouble," he said. "But the ones that are over the plate that you miss, those are the ones that hurt." The Rockies 

haven't been hitting pitches, good or bad. 

1. Charlie Blackmon, CF 

2. DJ LeMahieu, 2B 

3. Nolan Arenado, 3B 

4. Carlos Gonzalez, RF 

5. Trevor Story, SS 

6. Gerardo Parra, LF 

7. Ian Desmond, 1B 

8. Chris Iannetta, C 

9. German Marquez, RHP 

Who are the starting pitchers? 

Brewers: Instead of another bullpen day, the Brewers will trot out another starting pitcher in Wade Miley (5-2, 2.57 ERA), 

who doesn't light up the radar gun like Game 1's initial out-getter, Brandon Woodruff, or have a strikeout pitch 

like Jhoulys Chacin's slider in Game 2. What Miley does have is a cutter that he's lifted to the forefront of his arsenal, 

and an ability to keep the Brewers in ballgames. In 16 starts during a regular season shortened by groin and oblique 

injuries, Miley never allowed more than three earned runs. 

"We were able to come out of here 2-0, and we just have to go into Colorado and try to take another one," Miley said. 

2018 

Rockies Rather than lean on the possible energy that could come from hometown lefty Kyle Freeland, the Rockies 

thought it was best to go with the righty Marquez (14-11, 3.77) and hold Freeland if a Game 4 is necessary. 

But Coors Field is home to Marquez, too. In his past seven home starts, Marquez has held hitters to a .223 batting 

average, .591 OPS and has 68 strikeouts in 47 1/3 innings pitched. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.mlb.com/player/467827/gerardo-parra
http://m.mlb.com/player/435622/ian-desmond
http://m.mlb.com/player/455104/chris-iannetta
http://m.mlb.com/player/608566/german-marquez
http://m.mlb.com/player/605540/brandon-woodruff
http://m.mlb.com/player/468504/jhoulys-chacin
http://m.mlb.com/player/607536/kyle-freeland
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Marquez was not pitching nearly as well when he faced the Brewers at Coors on May 10 -- 12 hits and five runs in 4 2/3 

innings of a 5-2 defeat. 

How will the bullpens line up after the starter? 

Brewers: The same as Games 1 and 2. Jeremy Jeffress, Corey Knebel, Josh Hader and Joakim Soriahave all 

pitched in both of the first two games, but the Brewers entered the series with that in mind, believing they could handle it 

since the best-of-five format features no more than two consecutive gamedays. Expect them all to be available for Game 

3 behind Miley, plus Woodruff and Corbin Burnes, who were electric while holding Colorado scoreless in the first five 

innings of Game 1. 

Rockies: Rockies relievers gave up just one run in nine innings in Milwaukee. DJ Johnson, Harrison 

Musgrave and Scott Oberg escaped jams in Game 1, and Oberg did the same in Game 2. And closer Wade Davis has 

yet to see the mound in this series. 

Are there any relievers who are unavailable?  

Brewers: No, although manager Craig Counsell might not use Jeffress for multiple innings again after he covered three 

innings in the first two games. Jeffress endured a blown save in a stressful ninth inning of Game 1, then rebounded to 

pitch two scoreless innings to seal Game 2. 

Rockies: It's been a heavy week for Oberg, who appeared in all four games (including the NL West tiebreaker at Los 

Angeles), but the day off could help reset him. Righty Adam Ottavino, who gave up big hits in the Wild Card Game and 

Game 1 against the Brewers, should be ready after resting Friday. 

Any injuries of note? 

Brewers: None. 

Rockies: None. 

Who is hot and who is not? 

Brewers: Postseason veteran Moustakas has been the Brewers' most clutch hitter so far, following a walk-off single in the 

10th inning of Game 1 with a run scored plus a run-scoring single amid a game-breaking, three-run rally in Game 2. Yelich 

http://m.mlb.com/player/502026/jeremy-jeffress
http://m.mlb.com/player/608349/corey-knebel
http://m.mlb.com/player/623352/josh-hader
http://m.mlb.com/player/465657/joakim-soria
http://m.mlb.com/player/669203/corbin-burnes
http://m.mlb.com/player/597113/dj-johnson
http://m.mlb.com/player/643466/harrison-musgrave
http://m.mlb.com/player/643466/harrison-musgrave
http://m.mlb.com/player/623184/scott-oberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/451584/wade-davis
http://m.mlb.com/player/493603/adam-ottavino
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already has walked four times in addition to his two hits. On the cold side, Cain and Aguilar are a combined 0-for-14 in the 

series. 

Rockies: Parra is 3-for-6. Arenado is 2-for-7 with an RBI, but hardly qualifies as hot. Otherwise, the Rockies are looking 

to get going offensively. With Parra having solid at-bats, it might be time for a second straight start, especially with David 

Dahl having gone 0-for-5 in the series. 

Anything else fans might want to know? 

The Rockies went 47-34 at Coors. But after an eight-game losing streak, they won 36 of their next 50 at Coors. The 

Brewers won three of four games there in a spirited series in May, including an 11-10 win in 10 innings on May 11 that 

required a comeback from a six-run deficit. 
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Rockies to go with Marquez in Game 3 
Freeland lined up with extra rest for potential Game 4 
 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Oct. 5, 2018 
 

MILWAUKEE -- Right-hander German Marquez is scheduled to start Game 3 for the Rockies on Sunday afternoon at 

Coors Field, which means lefty Kyle Freeland slots in for Monday's if-necessary Game 4 start in the National League 

Division Series against the Brewers. 

If there was sentiment toward starting Freeland -- a Denver native -- in the Rockies' first home postseason game since 

2009, manager Bud Black pushed that aside for practicality. 

Freeland's 6 2/3 scoreless innings in the Rockies' 2-1, 13-inning victory over the Cubs in Tuesday night's NL Wild Card 

Game came after three days' rest. Although Sunday's start would be on regular  

"Even though it's regular days' rest, we thought Marquez, then Freeland," Black said. "They've pitched that way here the 

last number of weeks. Give Kyle an extra day's rest after the short rest." 

Marquez's last appearance was mixed. He struck out nine but gave up two home runs and was out after 4 2/3 innings in 

the Rockies' 5-2 loss to the Dodgers on Monday in the NL West tiebreaker. 

Marquez was hurt by a Cody Bellinger two-run homer in an at-bat that should not have happened. Marquez crossed up 

catcher Tony Wolters by throwing a fastball when a changeup was called, and Wolters ended up with a passed ball on a 

third strike to Max Muncy. Marquez fanned the next two hitters before the mistake to Bellinger. 

Muncy homered later on a pitch that left the Rockies wondering how he even put the ball in play, much less had a homer. 

At Coors Field this year, Marquez is 6-6 with a 4.74 ERA in 16 starts. Since July 11, he is 4-1 with a 1.90 ERA in seven 

home starts -- six of them Rockies wins. He was named the NL Pitcher of the Month for September. 

Is it mind or body? 

Righty reliever Adam Ottavino has given up key hits on 0-2 pitches to the Cubs' Javier Baez in the Wild Card Game and 

to the Brewers' Mike Moustakas, who won Game 1 on Thursday with a single. The first one, he was caught between 

throwing a fastball and a slider. The second one, Ottavino attacked Moustakas with four straight fastballs instead of going 

to a slider. The last pitch, he thought Moustakas would be looking for a slider. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/608566/german-marquez
http://m.mlb.com/player/607536/kyle-freeland
http://m.mlb.com/player/641355/cody-bellinger
http://m.mlb.com/player/547172/tony-wolters
http://m.mlb.com/player/571970/max-muncy
http://m.mlb.com/player/493603/adam-ottavino
http://m.mlb.com/player/595879/javier-baez
http://m.mlb.com/player/519058/mike-moustakas
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Is this a case of overthinking, especially for a pitcher with one of the sport's best sliders? 

"He does have good stuff … hey, he's a smart guy," Black said. "He might overthink some at times, but I think he'll be the 

first to tell you that pitch execution is premium. 

"The last couple of times that we've had guys in the situation to put him away, he just hasn't. I think that's probably more 

physical than mental." 

Have they seen it all? 

The Brewers' "bullpen day" was a rousing success for eight innings, when they held the Rockies to one hit -- Carlos 

Gonzalez's triple. But in a short and compact series, will having fresh memories of key relievers work to the advantage of 

Rockies hitters? 

"Obviously, the more times you face someone, the more comfortable you're going to feel," said shortstop Trevor Story, 

who won't remember bullpen day fondly after going 0-for-4 with three strikeouts. "We've seen those guys a few times this 

year, and we just saw them last night -- pretty much all their guys." 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
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Kiszla: In 4-0 playoff loss, Rockies sluggers Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story learn there’s no misery like October 
misery 
During this best-of-five series, Rockies hits in Milwaukee have been scarcer than vegetables on menus in this city. 
 
Mark Kiszla | Denver Post | Oct. 5, 2018 
 

MILWAUKEE — In October, every strikeout feels like the end of a dream. Maybe that explains why Rockies slugger Nolan 

Arenado slammed his helmet on the ground in disgust and angrily tossed a bat he wanted to banish to a wood-chipper. 

“In the playoffs, it’s all about the big-time moments. You’ve got to be able to do something then. And I wasn’t able to do it 

there,” said Arenado, who whiffed on three pitches with two runners on base, then threw a tantrum in Milwaukee, where 

the Rockies lost, 4-0, on Friday. 

It felt like 40-0. Welcome, Mr. Arenado. You’ve joined the most brutal club in baseball. Everything is bigger in October. 

The glory. And the failure. 

During the most desperate moment of a tough loss that pushed Colorado way too close to playoff elimination for comfort, 

MVP candidate Trevor Story swung and missed on a pitch Milwaukee reliever Jeremy Jeffress threw like a textbook 

bounce pass taught by Mike Krzyzewski, skipping the baseball in the dirt at least two feet in front of home plate. 

 

“Everybody wants to do good. I wouldn’t say I was trying too hard. But obviously I was chasing a little bit,” Story said. 

Every kid dreams of October baseball until it turns into a nightmare. Barry Bonds, Alex Rodriguez and every superstar that 

has felt the burden of the postseason on his shoulders could have told you that, Mr. Story. But it’s a humbling lesson 

every major leaguer must learn the hard way. 

By any measure, Arenado and Story are two of the 20 best players in the major leagues. Against the Brewers, however, 

they have played more like “Squints” Palledorous and “Yeah Yeah” McClennan from “The Sandlot.” 

As the Brewers swept two games at home, Story and Arenado went MIA in the MKE. Together, they contributed only two 

hits and a single RBI during 15 at-bats, striking out nine times. 

Arenado and Story are both tightly wound competitors. Their anxiety has been contagious. During this best-of-five series, 

Rockies hits in Milwaukee have been scarcer than vegetables on menus in this city. 

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/nolan-arenado/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/nolan-arenado/
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/113234
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In Wisconsin, the four major food groups are: 1) beer; 2) brats; 3) cheese curds, and 4) more beer. (Not that I’m 

complaining.) 

With a Colorado hitter at the dish, the four primary results have been: 1) strikeout swinging; 2) stranding a runner in 

scoring position; 3) a 13-bounce grounder to the second baseman, and 4) a bat broken on the knee of Rockies 

catcher Chris Iannetta in frustration. 

This has been a shocking and revolting development to the three million patrons who basked in the sunshine of Coors 

Field, where the baseball is filled with helium, all the better for Story and Arenado to smack home runs over Mt. Evans. 

But the dirty little secret of the Colorado offense has been revealed during the first week of October. Outside the 303 area 

code, the Rockies are pretty near the worst hitters in the majors. On the road, their team batting average was .225 during 

the regular season, a full 62 points below what it was in LoDo. No other ballclub suffered anywhere near that ego-deflating 

difference in split personality of home and road. 

The regular season is all about the long grind. Patience is a virtue. During the playoffs, however, it’s win or go home in the 

blink of an eye, “The season is on the line. Everybody knows that,” Story said. “They took the first two at their place. And 

we plan to do the same at our place, then come back here and see what happens.” 

In the visitors’ clubhouse, as eerily quiet as the Rockies’ bats were at Miller Park, I sought out anyone capable of 

explaining the furrowed brows of Arenado and Story. The man for this tough job was Vinny Castilla. You remember him as 

a Blake Street Bomber. During his 16-year professional career, “Cuz Vinny” appeared in 17 playoffs games, batting .350 

with five home runs, including three launched for the Rockies during the 1995 postseason. 

“You have to trust yourself as a hitter. But in October, it can be two things that go wrong. You can struggle, because there 

are so many good pitchers in the playoffs. Or you can struggle because you’re so anxious and try to do too much at the 

plate,” Castilla said. 

“October is an entirely different ballgame. Even if you say, ‘I’ve played baseball all my life,’ hitting in October is not 

something you can really understand until you’ve done it. The adrenaline is different. The pitching is different. The 

pressure is different. It’s not the same game as the regular season. The league gets tougher in October. That’s not a 

myth. It’s true.” 

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/42928
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/coors-field/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/coors-field/
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There’s nothing harder in sports than hitting a baseball. There’s nothing harder in baseball than finding a swing that has 

disappeared in plain sight, under the bright lights of October. 
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Rockies need to make history vs. Brewers. Only 1 National League team has ever overcome a 2-0 deficit in NLDS 
 
Matt L. Stephens | Denver Post | Oct. 5, 2018 
 

The Rockies need a little luck — and a lot of offense — if they’re going to erase the 2-0 hole their bats have dug them into 

against the Brewers and advance to the National League Championship Series for the second time in club history. 

Dating back to the addition of the wild-card team to the playoffs in 1995, only seven teams in history have overcome a 2-0 

deficit in the division series. More interesting, only one is from the National League. Here are the teams that have done it 

and how their season finished. 

• Yankees over Indians, 2017. New York lost in ALCS. 

• Blue Jays over Rangers, 2015. Toronto lost in ALCS. 

• Giants over Reds, 2012. San Francisco won World Series. 

• Red Sox over A’s, 2003. Boston lost in ALCS. 

• Yankees over A’s, 2001. New York lost in World Series. 

• Red Sox over Indians, 1999. Boston lost in ALCS. 

• Mariners over Yankees, 1995. Seattle lost in ALCS. 

It’s possible Colorado could become the eighth. Not likely given the history, but possible, as the NLDS comes to Coors 

Field on Sunday — the first time Denver has hosted playoff baseball since 2009. The Rockies will again need stellar 

starting pitching from German Marquez (Sunday) and — hopefully — Kyle Freeland on Monday. 
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Rockies offense nowhere to be found — again — in NLDS loss to Brewers 
The bottom line Friday: The Brewers delivered in the clutch, the Rockies could not. 
 
Patrick Saunders | Denver Post | Oct. 5, 2018 
 

MILWAUKEE — One big hit, in one big moment was all the Rockies needed. It never arrived. 

And so the frustrated, punchless Rockies lost 4-0 to the Brewers on Friday in Game 2 of the National League division 

series before 44,547 frenetic fans at Miller Park. Colorado was shut out for the first time in postseason history and the first 

time in 60 games at Miller Park. 

The Rockies return to Denver in a 2-0 sinkhole and one game from elimination in the best-of-five series. Game 3 is 

Sunday afternoon at Coors Field. Colorado’s first trip to the NLDS since 2009 could be a short one. 

“It’s tough to pinpoint exactly what’s going on, but we are heading home and hopefully we can get it turned around there,” 

said shortstop Trevor Story, who’s 0-for-8 in the series with five strikeouts. 

The bottom line Friday: The Brewers, who have won 10 consecutive games, delivered in the clutch; the Rockies could not. 

“It was rough today and I felt like we just couldn’t get the big hit,” said all-star third baseman Nolan Arenado, who batted 2-

for-4 but couldn’t come through when it mattered most. 

Making the defeat even more painful was that the Rockies wasted another excellent pitching performance, this time by 

left-hander Tyler Anderson, who gave them six solid innings. 

“He pitched great on the road, against a good club,” manager Bud Black said. “I’m really excited about where he is and 

hoping that he gets another shot.” 

Milwaukee iced the game in the eighth, expanding a 1-0 lead to 4-0 on an RBI single by Mike Moustakas off Seunghwan 

Oh, followed by a two-run single by catcher Erik Kratz off Chris Rusin. 

Brewers starter Jhoulys Chacin, the former Rockie, tied Colorado up in knots for five innings. The veteran right-hander, 

working on only three days of rest, gave up three hits and walked three, looking vulnerable at times. But his revamped 

slider came through when he needed it the most. 
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“They have a really good lineup with really good hitters,” Chacin said. “Today I felt like we were making pitches, making 

them chase and (not leaving) too many pitches on the plate.” 

Prime example: In the third inning, Arenado came to the plate with one out and two on. Chacin whiffed him on three 

pitches and then got Carlos Gonzalez to chop out meekly to first. 

Arenado came to the plate again in the fifth, with one on and two out. Again, Chacin struck him out on three 

pitches. Arenado, clearly irate with himself, flung his bat, helmet and gloves to ground in frustration. 

 

Matt L. Stephens, The Denver Post 

Rockies spray chart for Game 2 of the NLDS vs. the Brewers. (Matt L. Stephens, The Denver Post) 

But the Rockies’ most vexing sequence arrived in the seventh inning when they wasted their best chance to tie the game. 

Ian Desmond led off with an infield hit off reliever Joakim Soria, then stole second and moved to third on Kratz’s throwing 

error. Desmond was sitting pretty with no outs and Colorado was down just 1-0. 

Then came two ugly strikeouts by Chris Iannetta and pinch hitter Matt Holliday. They needed to at least make contact, but 

Sorioa fed them nothing but air. Both struck out on three pitches, and Iannetta’s frustration boiled over when he splintered 

his bat across his leg. 
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“I’ve done that before, but only in the tunnel where no one could see it,” Iannetta said. “I was frustrated, of course. I was 

aggravated I couldn’t come through with the tying run on third. I chased two fastballs at the top of the zone. 

“Don’t get me wrong, they are tough pitches to hit, but you want to be able to put the ball in play or get a fly ball.” 

Anderson gave the Rockies another terrific postseason start. It was a fine third act, following up Kyle Freeland’s start in 

the wild-card victory in Chicago and Antonio Senzatela’s solid five innings in Colorado’s 3-2, 10-innings loss in the NLDS 

opener Thursday. 

“I felt the same,” Anderson said when asked if he had any big-game nerves. “For me, my game is trying to hit spots and 

trying to execute. With a bigger stage — more people yelling, a bigger crowd — it creates more adrenaline. So for me, 

that can be a detriment. So it was about making quality pitches.” 

The Brewers nicked Anderson for one run on four hits. He struck out five and walked two in his first career postseason 

start. Milwaukee finally punched a run through in the fourth on a double by Moustakas, immediately followed by a run-

scoring double by Hernan Perez. 

Anderson excelled in crisis management in the third. Travis Shaw and Kratz tagged him for back-to-back singles and MVP 

candidate Christian Yelich loaded the bases with a two-out walk. Anderson pitched around the dangerous Yelich, so the 

walk was quasi-intentional. With the bases full, Anderson got Ryan Braun to pop out to center on a 1-0 fastball. 
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In silver lining to 0-2 NLDS deficit, Rockies’ southpaw Tyler Anderson solidifies return to his peak summer form 
Of course, Anderson’s late-season surge won’t mean anything if Colorado can’t find the bats back in Colorado for Game 3 
 
Kyle Newman | Denver Post | Oct. 5, 2018 
 

MILWAUKEE — If there’s a silver lining to be had in Colorado’s offensive no-show that resulted in a 4-0 loss to the 

Brewers in Game 2 of the National League division series, it’s the six innings of one-run ball that southpaw starter Tyler 

Anderson delivered. 

Sure, Anderson was riding the wave of three straight quality starts coming in, including seven-plus shutout innings in a 

must-win game in the regular-season finale which clinched Colorado a spot in the NL West tiebreaker game. 

But doubts still lingered regarding Anderson’s readiness for the Rocktober spotlight. 

In his first career postseason start Friday, would Anderson continue to progress back toward being one of the most 

effective pitchers in the NL as he was during July? Or would Colorado be hamstrung by the uglier version of Anderson, 

the one who got hammered for six runs in a career-short ⅔-inning outing versus St. Louis on Aug. 26? 

The southpaw was decidedly the former, as Milwaukee’s lone run came via Hernan Perez’s ground-rule RBI double in the 

fourth inning while Anderson was cool under pressure. 

“My game is trying to hit spots and trying to execute,” Anderson said. “Now, it’s just on a bigger stage, with more people 

yelling, and a bigger crowd. It creates more adrenaline, so for me that can be a detriment. The focus was on making 

quality pitches.” 
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Besides Perez’s damage, Anderson worked around runners, stranding four, while consistently working up in the zone to 

induce strikeouts (five) and innocuous pop-ups (11). 

“I do my best work when I’m in-and-out and up-and-down,” Anderson said. “(Milwaukee) is a team that likes the ball down 

— a lot of their guys like the ball down — so if we were going to go hard, going up is good, if not to get a swing-and-miss, 

but at least maybe some weak contact.” 

Of course, Anderson’s late-season surge won’t mean a thing if Colorado can’t find the bats back in Colorado, starting with 

Game 3 on Sunday. German Marquez is slated to start that game and then Kyle Freeland for a potential Game 4 on 

Monday. 

Should the Rockies win those, Antonio Senzatela and Anderson would be available to throw on full rest in Game 5. 

Senzatela, too, is coming off a polished showing in his postseason debut in Game 1. Neither of that will be any 

consolation if the Rockies can’t extend the series back to Milwaukee, but it’s certainly good to know the Rockies can firmly 

trust Anderson once again. 

“We’ve got to get some wins, but I hope I can get the ball again,” Anderson said. 
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In three postseason games, Rockies’ big hitters have gone frustratingly silent 
“It’s on us,” Arenado admitted after the Rockies wasted Tyler Anderson’s strong outing in Game 2. “We have to be better 
than that.” 
 
Kyle Newman | Denver Post | Oct. 5, 2018 
 

MILWAUKEE — When the Rockies’ offense stinks worse than the smell of boiling wort emanating inside the various 

breweries in downtown Milwaukee, it’s hard not to point fingers at the usual suspects. 

And those usual suspects — Colorado’s offensive core of Nolan Arenado, D.J. LeMahieu, Charlie Blackmon and Trevor 

Story — have been frustratingly lackluster in the playoffs so far. The foursome has largely scuffled offensively through 

three playoff games while looking like they, amid the October tension the club had worked so hard to feel, could use some 

of those Milwaukee suds to ease the nerves. 

Through the Rockies’ 2-1, extra-innings wild card win over the Cubs, as well as the first two losses of the National League 

division series at Miller Park, the Rockies’ leading bats have gone cold, unable to match strong performances by the 

Colorado pitching staff. 

It’s a nightmare scenario for Colorado, which has four starters and a handful of relievers peaking (or close to it) at the 

perfect time, only to see those efforts wasted by the unpredictably vaunted Rockies offense. 

 “It’s on us,” Arenado admitted after the Rockies did nothing to support Tyler Anderson’s strong outing in Game 2. “We 

have to be better than that.” 
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Arenado, despite a pair of singles Friday to record his first career multi-hit postseason game, is still searching for his 

second playoff home run after recording his first in Colorado’s wild-card loss to Arizona last season. 

“It feels good to get a couple hits, but at the same time, it doesn’t really matter in the playoffs,” Arenado said. “It’s all about 

the big-time moments, and you have to be able to do something in them. I wasn’t able to do it today.” 

The third baseman is 3-for-12 with five strikeouts in the 2018 postseason, including a pair of Ks in Game 2. 

Meanwhile, Story is hitting like a shell of the MVP candidate he emerged as throughout a torrid second half. The shortstop 

is 3-for-14 with six strikeouts and often seemed lost at the plate at Miller Park, consistently out-of-balance on his front foot 

and chasing breaking balls in the dirt. His three hits came in the wild-card game. 

LeMahieu (2-for-12 with a couple walks) and Blackmon (1-for-15) haven’t fared better as the Colorado offense, stymied by 

the Brewers’ bullpen effort Thursday and former Rockies starter Jhoulys Chacin on Friday, have settled into a disturbing 

Rocktober routine of making the opposition’s one- or two-run lead feel larger than the scoreboard shows. 

“We’re putting a little pressure on ourselves,” LeMahieu admitted. The second baseman later added that “we just need to 

relax, have good at-bats like we have all year, and we’ll be excited to get it going on Sunday.” 

For the Rockies to play beyond Sunday, that core has no other choice. Arenado, LeMahieu, Blackmon and Story must 

bring the big bats to Game 3, and Colorado must be better overall with runners in scoring position than the 2-for-22 mark 

it has posted through three playoff games. 

“When guys are on base, we feel like we’re not having that quality at-bat,” Arenado said. “It’s been frustrating, one through 

nine, all of us. We have to clean that up for us to have a chance.” 
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Rockies to start German Marquez in Sunday’s NLDS Game 3, Kyle Freeland for Monday’s potential Game 4 
Manager Bud Black noted that saving Freeland for Monday gives the southpaw extra day of rest following his wild card 
outing 
 
Kyle Newman | Denver Post | Oct. 5, 2018 
 

MILWAUKEE — Ahead of Game 2 of the National League division series, Rockies manager Bud Black laid out the club’s 

pitching plans for Sunday and Monday’s scheduled playoff games at Coors Field. 

Right-hander German Marquez (14-11, 3.77 ERA) will toe the rubber on Sunday for Game 3, and left-hander Kyle 

Freeland (17-7, 2.85) will pitch Game 4 on Monday, if necessary, as the Rockies carry an 0-1 deficit to the Brewers into 

Friday at Miller Park. 

“(Marquez’s) day lined up, even though Kyle’s on regular days rest,” Black said. “We felt that was the move. Marquez and 

Freeland, they’ve both pitched (well in that order) in the last number of weeks. And that gives Kyle an extra day’s rest after 

the short-rest start (in Tuesday’s wild-card game).” 

While that logic adds up, it’s hard not to wonder whether Black would change his mind and throw Freeland on Sunday 

should Colorado head back to Denver down 0-2. 

The southpaw has owned Coors Field this season with a club record 2.40 ERA in 15 home outings, and has been far and 

away the team’s most clutch starter under pressure. It would be a tough pill for Colorado to swallow should Marquez start 

Game 3 and the Rockies end up getting swept without Freeland ever pitching in the series, especially following his nails 

performance of six-plus shutout innings in the wild card win over the Cubs. 

Left-hander Wade Miley (5-2, 2.57 ERA) will start Game 3 for Milwaukee. Colorado has fared decently against Miley 

historically, hitting .293 (34-for-116) with a home run apiece by Ian Desmond, Carlos Gonzalez, Trevor Story and Matt 

Holliday. 

In Miley’s lone start against them this season, a 5-4 Colorado win at Coors Field on Aug. 5, the Rockies tagged him for 

three runs on five hits in five innings. 
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Brewers 4, Rockies 0: Milwaukee takes game 2 of NLDS 
Has anyone seen the offense? 
 
Eric Garcia McKinley | Purple Row | Oct. 5, 2018 
 

The Brewers defeated the Rockies 4-0 to take a 2-0 series lead in the NLDS. Tyler Anderson was great, the bullpen 

was shaky, and the offense sent me to a thesaurus to find synonyms for “anemic” — we’ll go with “lifeless” here. The 

offense was lifeless. 

Missed opportunities 

There were a few. The Rockies had runners on first and second with two outs in the first inning. Trevor Story struck out 

to end the inning. In the same situation in the third, except, with just one out, Nolan Arenado struck out and Carlos 

González grounded out to end the inning. The worst came in the seventh. Ian Desmond hit an infield single to lead off the 

inning. He stole second base and advanced to third on a throwing error. That put a runner on third base with nobody out 

in a one-run game. Chris Iannetta and Matt Holliday struck out in poor at bats, and Charlie Blackmon lined out to end 

the inning. 

In sum: 

Tyler Anderson was excellent. Really, that lining should be far more silver than a sliver, but when the stakes are so high, 

it’s hard to focus on that. Anderson gave up a run and four hits while striking out five over six innings. The blemish came 

on back-to-back doubles in the fourth inning, which led to a run. It was just what the Rockies needed from Anderson. 

The bullpen, aside from Scott Oberg, wasn’t as good. Harrison Musgrave, Seunghwan Oh, and Chris Rusin got the 

three outs in the eighth inning, but in the process gave up three runs as well. 

What’s next 

Tomorrow’s an off day, and the Rockies and Brewers will meet for game three in Denver on Sunday at 2:37 MT. As of 

now, Wade Miley and German Márquez are the scheduled starters. 

  

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/milwaukee-brewers
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/188835/tyler-anderson
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/190283/trevor-story
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/130000/nolan-arenado
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/33859/ian-desmond
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/541/chris-iannetta
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/489/matt-holliday
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/129414/charlie-blackmon
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/255375/tyler-anderson
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/301982/tyler-anderson
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/303168/tyler-anderson
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http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/276423/seung-hwan-oh
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Colorado Rockies NLDS Game 3: Information on parking, tickets, more 
 
Kevin Henry | Rox Pile | Oct. 5, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies will host their first postseason game since 2009 on Sunday afternoon when the Milwaukee Brewers 

pay a visit to Coors Field for Game 3 of the National League Division Series. 

Game 3 will begin at 2:37 p.m. (Mountain time). The matchup between the Colorado Rockies and Milwaukee Brewers 

will be televised exclusively in the United States by MLB Network. Milwaukee leads the series 2-0 after taking the first two 

games at Miller Park, including a 4-0 shutout on Friday afternoon. 

On Sunday, fans are encouraged to arrive early as the game will be sold out and security measures will be in effect. All 

fans will have to pass through security screening before entering Coors Field so expect delays. 

Additionally, there will be extra traffic in downtown Denver on Sunday as the Hot Chocolate 15K/5K race will be going on 

around Civic Center Park that morning. The Denver Police Department is trying to spread the word about downtown 

traffic already. 

Here are some key things to know for Sunday. All times listed below are in Mountain time… 

Ticket availability: The game is sold out. If your ticket reads, “NLDS Home Game 1,” then you have a valid ticket for 

Sunday’s game. 

Gate openings: Gates A and E will open for outfield and Rooftop access at Noon. 30 minutes later, all gates will open. If 

you’re looking for additional entry points into the stadium, make sure to check out the 20th Street side of the ballpark near 

Gate E and on Blake Street between Gates B & C. 

Parking: Coors Field parking lots will open at 11 a.m. Parking will be available in the main parking lot through the normal 

entrances. You can pay with cash or credit card. With the game being sold out, parking lots will fill up quickly so plan to 

arrive early. 

Additionally, it is Sunday in downtown Denver, meaning that street parking is free. If you don’t mind walking a bit and 

getting a spot early, this is a cheaper and effective option. 

Giveaways: Rally towels will be provided for all those in attendance, courtesy of UC Health. 

https://roxpile.com/news/
https://twitter.com/DenverPolice/status/1048263006616924160
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Colorado Rockies: Wake up the offense before Rocktober ends 
 
Aaron Hurt | Rox Pile | Oct. 5, 2018 

September cast a huge mirage for the Colorado Rockies. All season long, the notion was that, sooner or later, this team 

was going to hit and last month finally gave that glimmer of hope that  they had turned it around. Unfortunately, that hope 

has vanished and the Rockies are now on the brink of having the season end … due to their lack of offense. 

Sunday, the Colorado Rockies return home to Coors Field for Game Three of the NLDS in must-win mode, trailing the 

Milwaukee Brewers 2-0 in the best of five series. They are in this hole because the offense has been indescribably ugly. 

In the last four games, all on the road, they have only scored six runs in 41 innings of play, including being shut out on 

Friday. Six! The six runs aren’t even the worst of it as they are batting 25-for-142 (.176), including 2-for-26 (.077) with 

runners in scoring position, striking out 41 times and having left 29 runners on base. 

It is September that created a false sense of security for the Rockies. It was one of their best months of the season 

statistically. However, looking a little closer, the same issues still exist. 

Months 

Split GS PA AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO BA OBP SLG OPS TB 

April/March 30 1102 978 115 218 38 5 34 110 102 277 .223 .300 .376 .676 368 

May 26 1000 900 120 232 39 8 34 115 85 219 .258 .324 .432 .757 389 

June 27 1038 940 153 256 56 5 36 148 71 237 .272 .328 .457 .785 430 

July 23 871 787 122 219 47 9 34 117 69 182 .278 .339 .490 .830 386 

August 28 1070 962 114 231 42 8 27 107 84 239 .240 .305 .385 .689 370 

Sept/Oct 29 1097 974 156 262 58 7 45 151 96 243 .269 .340 .482 .821 469 

Provided by Baseball-Reference.com: View Original Table (Sept/Oct includes Game 163) 

  

The Rockies scored a season-high 156 runs on 262 hits, including 45 home runs in the final month of the season … but 

only 35 of those runs came on the road (including Game 163). That is 2.92 runs per game in 12 road games. So it comes 

as no surprise that the Rockies offense has disappeared this week. Some might say its due to being tired by playing five 

games in six days in four different cities and three time zones but the road woes had already been trending. 

https://roxpile.com/analysis/
https://www.mlb.com/brewers/news/brewers-shut-out-rockies-own-2-0-nlds-lead/c-297162046
https://www.mlb.com/brewers/news/brewers-shut-out-rockies-own-2-0-nlds-lead/c-297162046
https://www.sports-reference.com/sharing.html?utm_source=direct&utm_medium=Share&utm_campaign=ShareTool
https://www.baseball-reference.com/teams/split.cgi?t=b&team=COL&year=2018&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=Share&utm_campaign=ShareTool#month
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The good news is they are heading home to where they averaged 7.1 runs in 17 games last month. Throw in their top 

pitchers, German Marquez and Kyle Freeland, who are scheduled to start Games Three and Four and the Rockies have 

the opportunity to get right back in this series. 

But the Rockies offense have to snap out of this funk if they have any chance of advancing to the National League 

Championship Series. The time is now or this team will never hit. 

  

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/marquge01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/f/freelky01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Rockies offense silenced again in Game 2 loss to Milwaukee 
 
Drew Creasman | BSN Denver | Oct. 5, 2018 
 

MILWAUKEE – The story for the entire 2018 Colorado Rockies campaign has been the flipping of their script from a club 

that used to be known for offense and nothing else to one that has relied heavily on pitching and defense. 

But that hasn’t stopped the offensive woes of the team from proving problematic throughout the year, especially here in 

the last three games they have played. 

Those struggles were on full display in Game 2 of the NLDS against the Milwaukee Brewers when they collected just six 

hits and could not score a single run, going 0-for-7 with runners in scoring position including a couple of brutal situational 

sequences. 

As such, the Brewers rode to a relatively comfortable 4-0 win and the Rockies will need to win in Denver on Sunday to 

avoid getting swept. 

The Rockies got a pair of two-out base runners in the first on a single from Nolan Arenado and a walk to Carlos Gonzalez 

but Trevor Story struck out on a breaking pitch well into the dirt, missing out on the first chance of the game. 

Anderson had not allowed a hit going into the third but was greeted by a pair of singles from Travis Shaw and Erik Kratz. 

In an interesting play, Chacin went with the slug bunt in an 0-2 count and hit a grounder to third. Arenado opted to run 

down and tag out the lead baserunner rather than try to attempt a double play, not knowing perhaps if anyone would be 

able to make it back to first in time to cover the bag. 

Lorenzo Cain helped ease the tension of that moment by hitting a fly ball out to right field on the first pitch. Anderson then 

wisely worked around Christian Yelich, walking him on five pitches to bring Ryan Braun to the plate. In a gutsy move, 

Anderson started with a curveball that fell into the zone and was swung over for strike one. A high fastball on the next 

offering jammed Braun and his fly out to centerfield left ’em loaded and kept the game tied. 

Anderson wasn’t so fortunate in the fourth, however. After striking out Jesus Aguilar, he got ahead of Mike Moustakas 0-2. 

But Moose fouled off a couple of tough pitches, took a few close ones, and finally managed to hit a liner into the right-
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center field gap on the ninth pitch of the at-bat. The first extra-base hit of the game was immediately followed by the 

second when Hernan Perez jumped on a 1-0 changeup and rocketed it into the other to put Milwaukee on top 1-0. 

As Anderson focused in on Travis Shaw, Perez stole third without a throw which then made it easy to pass on Shaw, 

setting up a potential double play. 

The Brewers got aggressive, letting Shaw run on first motion, but Anderson threw behind him to first and Perez took off 

toward home after Ian Desmond deked a throw to second. The first baseman ran toward Perez and ultimately fired to 

third. Arenado’s cleverly placed foot kept Perez from sliding back in and the second out was recorded. Anderson got Kratz 

to fly out to right to end the inning without any further damage. 

Desmond gave the Rockies their best chance yet to score when he led off the seventh with an infield single, stole second 

base, and moved up to third on a wild throw. But Chris Iannetta and Matt Holliday, needing just a fly ball to the outfield to 

score the tying run, both struck out swinging and Charlie Blackmon’s line drive was right at the second baseman and 

another chance slipped through their fingers. 

The Brewers got a taste of that medicine in the next half-frame, though, when Scott Oberg gave up a leadoff double to 

Perez and a single to right from Shaw. But CarGo’s cannon kept Perez from even trying for home and Oberg rebounded 

to strike out the side, leaving them where they stood. 

Harrison Musgrave walked Yelich in the only encounter he had in the game before giving way to Seunghwan Oh and 

Braun came up with a single through the right side in front of a walk to Jesus Aguilar that loaded the bases with nobody 

out. That’s when the first game’s hero, Mike Moustakas came through with another big hit, grounding a soft single past a 

pulled-in infield for an RBI single. 

Oh came back to strike out Perez and made way for Chris Rusin. Rusin got Shaw to strike out looking but surrendered a 

broken-bat blooper into left to Kratz, plating another pair of runs to make it 4-0, Brewers. 

Gerardo Parra led off the top of the ninth with a single to right, making him and Arenado the only two players with multiple 

hits for Colorado but he was stranded again and the game ended in a whimper for the Rockies. 

It’s back to Denver for a Sunday showdown to stay alive. The Rockies are expected to hand the ball to German Marquez. 
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Rockies offense fails to score in disheartening 4-0 loss in NLDS Game 2 
 
Aniello Piro | Mile High Sports | Oct. 5, 2018 
 

Talk about a “rocky road.” 

The Colorado Rockies lost to the Milwaukee Brewers 4-0 Friday night because they failed to hit the ball well, and failed to 

hit with runners in scoring position, going 0-7 with RISP. 

The Rockies now trail 2-0 in the NLDS to the Brewers and Friday’s loss was the first time the Rockies have ever been 

shutout in the postseason. 

The Rockies bats were again nowhere to be found on Friday as former Rockies’ pitcher Jhoulys Chacin dominated on the 

mound against his former team. While Chacin may have blanked the Rockies in his outing, Colorado missed some prime 

opportunities early in the game to establish a lead. 

Nolan Areando hit a two-out single in the first inning which followed with a walk to Carlos Gonzalez. Trevor Story then 

struck out swinging, with the frustration at the plate continuing from Game 1 of the NLDS. The strikeout from Story was 

just the start of the Rockies hitting woes throughout the evening. 

Rockies’ starting pitcher Tyler Anderson did his part for the club, hurling six innings of one-run baseball. The first score of 

the game for Milwaukee came in the bottom of the fourth inning where the Hernan Perez hit a ground-rule double to score 

Mike Moustakas who had reached earlier on a double to right center field. 

Besides the fourth inning, Anderson was spectacular on the mound for Colorado, logging six innings allowing one run on 

six hits while striking out five batters. 

There was frustration all across the board for the Rockies’ hitters as Nolan Arenado, Trevor Story, Charlie Blackmon, and 

Carlos Gonzalez were all hitless with runners in scoring position. 

The defining moment of the game for Colorado came in the seventh inning where the offense was unable to score a run 

with a runner on third and no outs. 



    

30 

 

Ian Desmond started the inning by reaching on an infield single, later advancing to third on a stolen base and overthrow 

from the Brewers. From there, catcher Chris Iannetta was unable to put the ball in play and struck out on three pitches. 

Frustrated with himself, Iannetta proceeded to snap his bat over his knee before returning to the dugout. 

Twitter Ads info and privacy 

Manager Bud Black then pinch hit Matt Holliday in place of Anderson, who mimicked Iannetta and struck out. With two 

outs and the top of the order up, Blackmon hit a hard line drive right at Brewers’ second basemen Travis Shaw to end the 

inning. 

Rockies players have felt confident in their ability to get the offense sorted out in a timely fashion, but they looked worse 

Friday then they did in Game 1. This is a major issue being down 2-0 in series because now if the Rockies want to win 

this series, they will need to win both games in Colorado before winning in Milwaukee in a potential Game 5. 

The Brewers added three runs in the bottom of the eighth inning following a walk to Christian Yelich and a string of hits off 

of Rockies’ relief pitchers Seung hwan Oh and Chris Rusin. 

Colorado left a total of nine runners on base in their first-ever shutout playoff game. 

  

https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
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Rockies are America’s favorite in the MLB Division Series 
 
Rich Kurtzman | Mile High Sports | Oct. 5, 2018 
 

Are the Colorado Rockies “America’s Team?” 

According to data compiled by Sportsbetting.ag, shared through Twitter by The Score, the Rockies are the fan-favorites in 

this Division Series, regardless of the league. Basically the entire western half of the United States are cheering along 

with you, Colorado, for the Rockies to win this series over the Milwaukee Brewers. 

 

Twitter Ads info and privacy 

All told, 17 total states are rooting for the Rockies, ahead of the New York Yankees’ 13 states, five states cheering for the 

Brewers and six for the Atlanta Braves, among others. 

The Rockies lost 4-0 in Game 2 of the NLDS, down 2-0 to the Brewers in the series. They’ll need to come back to win 

today and even up the series with Tyler Anderson pitching very well through six innings. He finished the game allowing 

four hits, one run and striking out five. 

However, Colorado’s struggled mightily from the plate in the series, batting a combined 10-58 (.172). 

https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://twitter.com/theScore/status/1048334515796471808/photo/1
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Colorado needs their stars, in Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story — among others — to pick up their collective games from 

the plate if they’re going to mount this series comeback and make the fans from 17 states happy. 
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Chacin, Brewers blank Rockies 4-0, take 2-0 lead in NLDS 
 
Associated Press | ESPN.com | Oct. 5, 2018 
 

MILWAUKEE -- It turns out there is way more to the Milwaukee Brewers than just Christian Yelich. 

The rest of this Brew Crew can play, too. Especially those guys in that loaded bullpen. 

Jhoulys Chacin pitched five sparkling innings on short rest, Mike Moustakas contributed two more big hits and the 

Brewers blanked the Colorado Rockies 4-0 Friday to take a 2-0 lead in their NL Division Series. 

While the sweet-swinging Yelich had a quiet day by his lofty standards, the NL Central champions showed off their 

supporting cast on the way to their 10th straight win going back to an impressive finish to the regular season. Erik 

Kratzhad two hits and two RBI, and Milwaukee's bullpen closed the door after Chacin delivered in his playoff debut. 

"It's been the story of the last six weeks for us for sure, really since the trade deadline, is we've become a team with a lot 

of depth, and that's how we're going to have to win," manager Craig Counsell said. "They're making an effort to be very, 

very cautious with Yelich. It's pretty clear. So guys behind him are going to have opportunities." 

Game 3 is Sunday at Coors Field. Another win, and Milwaukee is into the NL Championship Series for the first time since 

its previous postseason appearance in 2011. 

"The only thing that changes is that we hit first," Moustakas said. "Other than that, it's still baseball. It'll be a little bit of a 

hostile environment." 

The Rockies, who have played in four different cities since Sunday, are hoping a return to more familiar surroundings will 

help jump-start their dormant lineup. 

"We're going home, where we feel really good hitting," shortstop Trevor Story said. "Hopefully we can get it turned around 

there." 

Nolan Arenado had two of Colorado's six hits -- just two more than the franchise playoff low set in Thursday's 3-2, 10-

inning loss in Game 1. The wild-card Rockies have scored six times in their last four games, and their potent lineup is 

showing signs of frustration. 

Chris Iannetta snapped his bat in half over his right leg after he struck out with a runner on third, no one out and Colorado 

down 1-0 in the seventh. Arenado threw down his bat and helmet after he struck out swinging in the fifth. Carlos 

Gonzalez leaned over with his hands on his knees after he lined out in the eighth. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/mil/milwaukee-brewers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31283/christian-yelich
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30147/jhoulys-chacin
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29999/mike-moustakas
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/col/colorado-rockies
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29524/erik-kratz
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29524/erik-kratz
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32150/trevor-story
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31261/nolan-arenado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28561/chris-iannetta
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28658/carlos-gonzalez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28658/carlos-gonzalez
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"They've got some quality arms. They've got good stuff," manager Bud Black said. "But with that said, it is a little 

surprising that we're not generating some runs." 

The Rockies had just one hit through eight innings in the series opener before rallying for two runs in the ninth 

against Jeremy Jeffress. But the All-Star was back to his normal self in Game 2, working around a single in the eighth and 

ninth for his first save in his third career playoff game. 

The excitable right-hander punctuated the win with a big fist pump after retiring David Dahl for the final out. 

"It's fun," Jeffress said with 4-year-old daughter Jurnee sitting in his lap. "I'm enjoying every single moment, and that 

shows." 

Jeffress shared some Gatorade with Jurnee while she waited patiently for him to finish up. 

"Every time I leave that bullpen, I say it's for her," the 31-year-old Jeffress said. "I mean, to have her watch and 

understand -- she understands. She does fist pumps just like I do. She understands, and to have her here enjoying this 

moment with me, it's great." 

Backed by a sellout crowd of 44,547 waving yellow towels and standing for every big moment, Chacin set up Milwaukee's 

bullpen by escaping a pair of early jams. The veteran right-hander, who helped pitch the Brewers past the Chicago 

Cubs in the division tiebreaker Monday at Wrigley Field, allowed three hits and walked three. 

Tyler Anderson matched Chacin zero for zero before Moustakas and Hernan Perez hit consecutive one-out doubles in the 

fourth. The Brewers had a chance for more, but Perez was caught off third in a baserunning blunder and Kratz flied out to 

end the inning. 

Moustakas, who got the game-ending hit in the series opener, came up with the bases loaded in the eighth and singled in 

Yelich to give Milwaukee a 2-0 lead. Kratz tacked on a two-run single with two out. 

"That's just what we've done all year. We pick each other up, and it's huge," Kratz said. 

The 30-year-old Moustakas helped Kansas City win the World Series in 2015 and was acquired by Milwaukee in a trade 

in late July. Back in the playoffs for the first time since that run with the Royals, the veteran third baseman is working on 

another memorable October. 

"His experience, it's important," Counsell said. "It really is." 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30954/jeremy-jeffress
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32698/david-dahl
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/chc/chicago-cubs
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/chc/chicago-cubs
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32151/tyler-anderson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30878/hernan-perez
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YELICH'S DAY 

Yelich went 0 for 2 and walked twice. After almost winning the Triple Crown this year, he homered, singled, walked twice 

and scored two runs Thursday in his first postseason game. 

UP NEXT 

Colorado right-hander German Marquez and Milwaukee left-hander Wade Miley make their playoff debut in Game 3. 

Marquez last pitched on Monday in the NL West tiebreaker game at Los Angeles, allowing four runs, two earned, in 4 2/3 

innings in the Rockies' 5-2 loss to the Dodgers. Miley signed with the Brewers in the offseason. The lefty went 3-0 with a 

3.52 ERA in five September starts, but lasted just three innings in his most recent outing last Saturday against Detroit. 

  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34874/german-marquez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31094/wade-miley
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Rockies struggle again at plate, face elimination in NLDS 
 
Associated Press | USA Today | Oct. 5, 2018 
 

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Chris Iannetta made contact, all right. 

He slammed his bat over his right knee, splitting it in half after a strikeout with the potential tying run at third base in the 

seventh inning. 

Connecting with the ball? Not so much. 

It was the same old story for the Colorado Rockies in Game 2 of the NL Division Series: Their power-laden lineup couldn't 

score runs. 

No wonder they're down 2-0 in the series following a 4-0 loss on Friday at Miller Park. Game 3 is Sunday in Denver, with 

the Rockies sending German Marquez to the mound against Milwaukee's Wade Miley. 

Facing elimination, maybe the thin mountain air will do Colorado some good. 

"You just keep fighting through it and having good at-bats," manager Bud Black said. "So we've got to keep fighting the 

good fight." 

The Rockies finished among the major league leaders in several offensive categories this year. But they've scored just six 

runs in four games since slugging five homers in a 12-0 victory over Washington on Sunday that left them tied for the NL 

West lead after 162 games. 

They dropped a tiebreaker with the Dodgers for the division title and then squeaked out a 2-1 victory over the Chicago 

Cubs in the wild card game before taking their quiet bats to Milwaukee. 

Colorado's three All-Stars — center fielder Charlie Blackmon, third baseman Nolan Arenado and shortstop Trevor Story 

— are scuffling. 

The trio is a combined 3 for 23 in the series with two RBIs — both in the ninth inning of Game 1, which the Rockies lost 3-

2 in 10 innings. 

Take away that rally and it's a series shutout for Milwaukee. Colorado stranded nine runners in Game 2. 
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"It's been a tough past couple days for us offensively, there's no denying that," Story said. "We're going home and we feel 

confident that we can turn it around." 

Blackmon, who hit .291 with 29 homers in the regular season, hit a sharp liner right to second baseman Travis Shaw to 

end the seventh, stranding Ian Desmond at third. 

The bearded Blackmon slammed his batting gloves into his helmet after being retired by filthy left-handed reliever Josh 

Hader. Blackmon finished 0 for 4. 

Arenado, who hit .297 with an NL-high 38 homers, struck out twice on sliders from Brewers starter Jhoulys Chacin, seeing 

just three pitches in each of those at-bats. Arenado also had the only two hits among the All-Star trio on Friday, including 

a one-out single in the eighth off Jeremy Jeffress. 

The next hitter, veteran Carlos Gonzalez, lined out sharply to third to set up a familiar Story. 

The shortstop struck out swinging on a curveball in the dirt, his fifth whiff of the series. 

Story's struggles might be the most puzzling. He had seven homers and 18 RBIs against Milwaukee in the regular 

season. 

"The last few games have been a little bit tough. And they've been rough for a lot of guys now," Black said. 

And that was before Game 2 started. 

The frustration was epitomized by Iannetta's bat-breaking at-bat . 

"I got a slider over the middle of the plate that I thought I was on," Iannetta explained, "but I was obviously out in front of." 

Another lament for the Rockies' punchless sluggers: Their pitchers are keeping it close. 

Game 2 starter Tyler Anderson allowed just one run on four hits, walking two and striking out five over six innings in his 

first postseason start. 

Reliever Scott Oberg allowed hits to Hernan Perez and Travis Shaw to put runners on first and third to open the seventh. 

But Oberg fanned the next three hitters to get out of the inning. 

The Colorado offense showed a little life again in the ninth when Gerardo Parra had a leadoff single off Jeffress. 
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Two strikeouts and a harmless bouncer to second later, the game was over 

Their season may be over soon if they don't start hitting in Game 3. 

"I feel like we're going to score every inning," Anderson said. "Just because we haven't, it doesn't leave any doubt in my 

mind that we're going to score in the first on Sunday." 
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Christian Yelich, Brewers Take 2-0 Series Lead with Game 2 Win vs. Rockies 
 
Adam Wells | Bleacher Report | Oct. 5, 2018 
 

The Milwaukee Brewers are one win away from sweeping the National League Division Series after their 4-0 victory over 

the Colorado Rockies in Game 2 at Miller Park on Friday.  

After their dramatic 10th-inning walk-off in Game 1, the Brewers once again held Colorado's offense at bay. Jhoulys 

Chacin, starting on three days rest, tossed five shutout innings with three hits, three walks and three strikeouts.   

Mike Moustakas, who delivered the game-winning single Thursday, carried over his momentum to Game 2. The two-time 

All-Star went 2-for-4 with one RBI and one run scored. Christian Yelich made an impact without recording a hit, going 0-

for-2 with two walks and a run scored.  

Meanwhile, offense remains a problem for the Rockies. They have scored four runs in three playoff games dating back to 

the NL Wild Card Game against the Chicago Cubs on Tuesday.  

                   

Brewers' Bullpen Receives Huge Boost with Jhoulys Chacin's Strong Start 

Milwaukee manager Craig Counsell went with a bullpen day in Game 1, using six pitchers in 10 innings, so going with 

Chacin on short rest had the potential to be a disaster.  

Instead, the former Rockies ace responded with his third straight start of allowing one or fewer runs over at least five 

innings. He did it Friday under all-new circumstances: 

In recording the first 15 outs, Chacin allowed Counsell to set up the bullpen how he wanted over the final four innings. 

Corey Knebel only threw 12 pitches in the sixth after going for 1.2 innings in Game 1.  

The Rockies were able to get the tying run on third with one out in the top of the seventh. But Joakim Soria struck out Matt 

Holliday, and Josh Hader only threw two pitches before getting Charlie Blackmon to line out to end the threat.  

Jeremy Jeffress responded after blowing the save Thursday by allowing two runs in the ninth and had two scoreless 

innings to close out Game 2.   

http://bleacherreport.com/christian-yelich
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The strength of Milwaukee's pitching staff is the bullpen, but that unit needs starters to eat some of the innings to avoid 

being taxed early in the playoffs. Chacin gave the Brewers what they needed.  

Now, the pitching staff gets a day off before trying to finish off the series Sunday.  

                            

Rockies' Quiet Bats Must Take Advantage of Coors Field 

These aren't your parents' Rockies, who used to be built on a lineup that was capable of scoring 10 runs seemingly at the 

drop of a hat.  

Depth has been a significant problem throughout the 2018 campaign. The Rockies had the third-worst weighted on-base 

average (.289) and the second-worst weighted runs created plus (78) in road games this season, per FanGraphs.  

Going by Baseball Reference's OPS+, where 100 is average, only Blackmon (115), Trevor Story (127) and Nolan 

Arenado (133) were above that threshold. That trio is 3-for-23 with two RBI and nine strikeouts against the Brewers.  

The results through three playoff games away from Coors Field have been alarming. The Rockies have 21 hits in 32 

innings, including one for extra bases in two games against the Brewers.  

Despite the dire results so far, there is hope. The Colorado offense had an OPS 187 points higher at Coors Field (.852) 

than on the road (.665).  

The Brewers will be starting Miley in Game 3. The Rockies hit .272/.336/.462 against southpaws and led MLB with 258 

runs scored against them during the regular season.      

                                                          

Milwaukee's Timely Hitting Has Rockies Searching for Answers 

Even though the Brewers are celebrating a 2-0 series lead, their lineup isn't setting the scoreboard on fire. They did break 

through with three runs in the eighth inning of Game 2, nearly matching their total from the first 17 innings of the series 

(four). 

But baserunning blunders have cost Milwaukee additional runs. 

https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=bat&lg=nl&qual=0&type=1&season=2018&month=16&season1=2018&ind=0&team=0,ts&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=15,d
https://www.baseball-reference.com/teams/COL/2018.shtml
http://www.espn.com/mlb/stats/team/_/stat/batting/seasontype/2/split/31
http://bleacherreport.com/mlb
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Ryan Braun was thrown out trying to score from second on a wild pitch in the first inning of Game 1. 

On Friday, Hernan Perez was thrown out at third after being caught in a rundown as he attempted a double steal in the 

bottom of the fourth inning, with Rockies starter Tyler Anderson walking a tight rope to keep it a one-run deficit. 

Unlike the Rockies, though, the Brewers have been able to get timely hits that make up for those blunders. Moustakas 

and Yelich have carried the offense through the first two games. 

That duo has combined to go 5-for-13 with one home run, one double, four RBI, four runs scored and five walks. Erik 

Kratz broke open Game 2 with a two-run single in the bottom of the eighth to make it 4-0.  

The Rockies couldn't have asked for more from their pitching staff, yet their efforts have been for naught. Coors Field has 

been their great equalizer this year. Only three NL teams—the Brewers, Cubs, Philadelphia Phillies—had more home 

wins than the Rockies (47). 

 

What's Next? 

German Marquez (14-11, 3.77 ERA) will attempt to keep the Rockies' season alive against Brewers left-hander Wade 

Miley (5-2, 2.57 ERA) as the series shifts to Coors Field for Game 3 on Sunday at 4:37 p.m. ET.   
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CarGo gone? Rockies, Gonzalez look to avoid NLDS elimination 

Associated Press | FOX Sports | Oct. 5, 2018 
 

MILWAUKEE (AP) — The thin mountain air in Denver might do wonders for the slumping Colorado Rockies. 

They’re going home again, down 2-0 in the NL Division Series to the Milwaukee Brewers. Game 3 in the best-of-five 

series is Sunday at Coors Field. 

“I don’t have a doubt that we’re going to get things going,” Rockies veteran outfielder Carlos Gonzalez said. 

If not, Gonzalez could be gone. 

The one-year, $5 million deal he signed last offseason to return to Colorado expires at the end of the year. After 11 

seasons playing on Blake Street, the three-time Gold Glove winner and 2010 NL batting champion is about as 

synonymous with Colorado as dry air and beer. 

He’s a lifetime .323 hitter at Coors Field, 72 points higher than his career road average. He knows how much of a 

difference playing at home can make for hitters. 

Playing in front of a friendly crowd might have help the team relax after a frustrating Friday night of breaking bats and 

slamming batting gloves into helmets. 

The Rockies finished among the major league leaders in several offensive categories this year. But they’ve scored just six 

runs in four games since slugging five homers in a 12-0 victory over Washington on Sunday that left them tied for the NL 

West lead after 162 games. 

“When you’re down and you have some opportunities in front of you and you don’t get it done, you’re going to have some 

emotions you don’t see in the regular season. The season is on the line,” Gonzalez said. 

The Rockies will send right-hander German Marquez (14-11, 3.77 ERA) to the mound in Game 3 against Milwaukee’s 

Wade Miley (5-2, 2.57). 

“I think playing at home can get us going,” skipper Bud Black said. 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/colorado-rockies-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/milwaukee-brewers-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/carlos-gonzalez-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/german-marquez-player-stats
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The punch is missing up and down the lineup. 

Colorado’s three All-Stars — center fielder Charlie Blackmon, third baseman Nolan Arenado and shortstop Trevor 

Story are a combined 3 for 23 in the series with two RBIs — both in the ninth inning of Game 1, which the Rockies lost 3-2 

in 10 innings. 

Take away that rally and it’s a series shutout for Milwaukee. Colorado stranded nine runners in Game 2. 

Story’s struggles might be the most puzzling. He had seven homers and 18 RBIs against Milwaukee in the regular 

season. 

“I think for me personally, it’s swinging at bad pitches, chasing a little bit,” he said. “It’s tough to pinpoint actually, but we’re 

going home, where we feel really good hitting. Hopefully, we can get it turned around there.” 

Gonzalez’s problems at the plate extend into the last month of the regular season. He hit .200 in 20 games in September 

and October with one homer and eight RBIs. 

Still, he was back in the cleanup position in Game 2, two spots up from the opener. He tripled in the first game, but ended 

up getting stranded. 

“When things are bad, even when you put a good swing to the ball … and some other guys hit the ball hard and they don’t 

find holes, it’s a little frustrating,” Gonzalez said. “You’ve just got to continue to work.” 

  

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/charlie-blackmon-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/nolan-arenado-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/trevor-story-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/trevor-story-player-stats
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Paul Klee: Rally bat, starters swap, return to Coors Field — boom! — the Rockies are back in NLDS 

Paul Klee | Colorado Springs Gazette | Oct. 5, 2018 
 

MILWAUKEE • Back at All City Stadium on the south side of Denver, back in the old ‘hood, they didn’t have space heaters 

in the dugout. Warming up in Colorado’s moody spring weather was something you figured out on your own. 

As the ace of Thomas Jefferson High, Kyle Freeland pitched “so many times” in the whipping cold he lost count. “It would 

have been nice,” Freeland told me while scrolling through the Denver weather forecast on his phone on Friday night, to 

have the comforts a major-league existence affords. But if you know much about Freeland, you know he’s going to pitch in 

a sideways blizzard wearing only a “Catch The Fever” T-shirt if there’s a season on the line. 

”When we get to (Game 4),” Freeland said, “I’ll be ready.” 

Note the “when.” It matters. After the beefy Brewers tightened the vice in a 4-0 Game 2 win at Miller Park, the only 

guarantee of a Game 4 is in the Rockies’ ever-confident psyche. Before 44,547 crazies on Friday, the Rockies were 

nudged to the edge of elimination by getting shut out for the first time in their postseason history. 

So let’s check the forecast for Coors Field when the Rockies will host playoff game(s) for the first time since 2009: 50s 

and rain Sunday, 40s and drier Monday. The Rockies and Brewers “shouldn’t” see snow, Weather Nation’s Chris Bianchi 

said, but the fact he emphasized “shouldn’t” has me thinking long johns and hand warmers. It’s probably got Freeland 

thinking, “Let’s play two.” 

That’s the first step in shoving the Rockies back into this National League Division Series after spotting the Brewers a 2-0 

series lead. While Bud Black said German Marquez will start Game 3 with Freeland in Game 4, the Rockies should think 

long and hard about swapping the pair of studly starters. I can’t be the only one who thinks it would be a crying shame if 

Freeland doesn’t throw a pitch in this series after he set the Coors Field ERA record. Ain’t nobody got time for second-

guessing, and leaving the ace in the dugout would summon a ton. 

”It feels like we’re just one or two hits away from busting open,” said Trevor Story, the one-time MVP candidate who’s 

suddenly lead conductor on the struggle bus. 



    

45 

 

OK, OK. It doesn’t matter if you, me or Buddy Black tosses out the first pitch if the Rockies don’t start hitting. And that’s a 

fact. The Rox played 32 postseason innings in the Midwest and scored in three of them. As a point of reference, pick 32 

cars off Interstate 25 and more than three would have Wisconsin plates. 

Rocktober has turned into Rockkkkktober. 

”It’s tough to pinpoint exactly,” said Story, who went hitless over Games 1 and 2. 

”Frustration, for sure,” said Nolan Arenado, who had two of their six hits on Friday. 

”No,” catcher Chris Iannetta said when I asked if it hurts to break a bat over your leg. 

And that brings us to the second step of this playoff revival. The Rockies saved the bat that Iannetta snapped over his 

burly thigh in the seventh. It’s in two pieces of roughly identical length. Now they should make sure the broken bat finds its 

way into the Coors Field dugout for Game 3. These Rockies are wound tighter than the baseball they’re trying and failing 

to hit. Loosen ‘em up. Who wouldn’t chuckle at the sight of the bat that wild man Iannetta snapped over his leg like a 

toothpick snapped between your fingers? 

“We have another game to play,” Iannetta said. 

Bring the broken bat! 

“We’re looking forward to getting back to Denver,” Story said. 

And there’s No. 3. Enough with the Midwest. The two menu items here are meat and meat-cheese. Go home already. 

Plus, the Rox OPS rises from .665 on the road to .852 at Coors Field. Their team batting average jumps from .225 to .287. 

And the home crowd that included over 3 million fans this season has been waiting almost a decade for what it will see on 

Sunday. 

”I’ve always said playing a playoff game at Coors Field would be unbelievable,” D.J. LeMahieu said. 

There you have it. Three steps to scaring the meat sweats into the Brew Crew and forcing a Game 5. 
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One, switch Freeland to Sunday, Marquez to Monday. To prepare for what could be their last game, the Rockies should 

remember back to their first home game: snow flurries and a native Coloradan, Cheyenne Mountain’s Brandon McCarthy, 

pitching the Braves to an 8-3 win against Marquez and the Rockies. 

Two, bring the broken bat! Watch for splinters and pass it around. Share a chuckle about that time Iannetta had Miller 

Park “oooohing” all the way to happy hour at Milwaukee Brat House. Call it the Rally Bat. 

”It’s not over,” Carlos Gonzalez said. “I know we’re down 0-2. It’s not like no one has done it before in baseball.” 

Three, tick off all the haters by getting hot in the one place teams go to get hot: Coors. 

“We’re going to hit,” Freeland said. 

You know they’re going to hit. 

Right? 

 


