
Lindor intent on honing defensive skills 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- Mike Sarbaugh can see it in Francisco Lindor's infield work each morning. When a baseball shoots off the fungo bat of the 
Indians' third-base coach, Lindor is attacking each ground ball with a heightened level of aggressiveness this spring. 
 
"He's on a mission," Sarbaugh said on Thursday morning. 
 
Lindor has already established himself as one of the best all-around shortstops in baseball, but he has hardly become complacent. Last 
season, Lindor took a big step forward as an offensive threat, but he was not satisfied with how he played defensively. Defense has been the 
shortstop's calling card since his youth, and he has once again made that aspect of his game a priority. 
 
Not much changes in terms of Lindor's routine over the winter -- or even during this spring -- with the exception of an increased attention to 
defensive detail. As much as Lindor enjoys setting the tone as Cleveland's leadoff hitter, he also wants to set the standard for the team's play in 
the field. 
 
"It's just be more aware that you can not take any ground balls for granted," Lindor said. 
 
By no means was Lindor a poor defender last season, but the shortstop did not reach the same heights as during the 2016 campaign. 
 
Two years ago, when Cleveland won the first of its two straight division titles and reached the World Series, Lindor picked up both Gold and 
Platinum Glove awards for his prowess in the field. In 1,364 2/3 innings at shortstop, Lindor collected 17 Defensive Runs Saved and posted a 
20.7 UZR/150. Last year, the shortstop had five DRS in 1,377 innings and a 6.6 UZR/150. 
 
According Inside Edge Fielding via Fangraphs, Lindor coverted 26.9 percent of remote plays (those with a 1-10 percent chance of being turned 
into outs) in 26 chances in '16. Last year, that percentage dropped to 9.1 percent in 33 opportunities. His even plays (40-60 percent) conversion 
rate slipped to 28.6 percent (seven chances) in '17, compared to 69.2 percent (13 chances) in '16. 
"I feel like last year I wasn't where I should've been," Lindor said. "I didn't make more errors, and it's not that I didn't get to the balls I usually get. 
I felt like I was getting to baseballs -- I just wasn't getting the out. I feel like this year I want to help the pitchers even more. They're working as 
hard as they can and they're trying to get every batter out. And I need to help them." 
 
Indians manager Terry Francona said he has already been able to see a difference in Lindor's level of play in the field in Cactus League games 
this spring. 
 
"He is locked in 100 percent. It's really fun to watch," Francona said. "There's been a couple games just out here where, if it wasn't for him, 
we're looking at a full-fledged rally as opposed to nobody on and two out. It's happened two or three times. That is such an advantage. 
 
"I know he wanted to tighten [his defense] up," he added later. "I think he felt like it got a little loose at times last year. He really wants to take 
care of that. And when he puts his mind to it, I don't doubt he'll do it." 
 
Sarbaugh, who doubles as the Indians' infield instructor, has been pleased with Lindor's work behind the scenes, too. 
 
"That's the mind-set he's come into this year with, of being aggressive," Sarbaugh said. "Even his work. His work is unbelievable, especially 
initially. He's trying to set a tone for himself. He's been great. It sets the tone for everybody else. It makes my job easier." 
 
Haase among top prospect performers 
• Indians No. 20 prospect Eric Haase hit his second homer of Spring Training, but this one, a three-run homer, was of the inside-the-park 
variety. Haase finished 1-for-1 with three RBIs and a walk. 
 
Speedster Davis only getting better with age 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- Rajai Davis cracked a smile when asked about the Sprint Speed leaderboard that is available from Statcast™. The 
veteran is quite familiar with the stastistic and his reaction made it clear that he was also up to speed, so to speak, with where he ranks. 
 
"Oh, I know," Davis said. "I'm aware." 
 
Davis ranked 11th in the Majors last season with a Sprint Speed of 29.3 feet per second. His place among the game's fastest runners takes on 
a different look when considering that Davis is 37 years old. The average age of the 10 players who ranked higher than Davis last season is 
24.9. 
 
Even more incredible is the fact that Davis appears to be getting faster. According to Statcast™, the veteran outfielder posted a 28.9 Sprint 
Speed (19th overall) in 2015 and then had a 28.4 mark (54th) in '16, when he previously played for the Indians. Davis said he was pleased to 
see the number climb even higher in 2017, backing up how he felt on the basepaths. 
 



"That's what I focus on. I focus on getting faster," Davis said. "I believe that you can do what you believe you can do. I don't believe I'm slowing 
down. So, I'm not. And I do things that help that and encourage it. It's hard to go against what everybody says, but I don't listen to everybody 
else. 
"Obviously, that [Sprint Speed] is results. You want the results to go with what you believe. That just tells me that what I believe is actually 
working." 
 
This spring, Davis is among the outfield invitees in camp on Minor League contracts who are competing for a place on Cleveland's Opening 
Day roster. Indians manager Terry Francona has been impressed to this point by Davis, whose age-defying speed can still impact a game. 
 
"He's fast," Francona said, "but he spends so much time and he's so diligent in maintaining that speed -- for his career, but then also for the 
game. Like, if you put him in in the fifth inning, he's always ready to run his fastest. That can't be easy to do, especially at his age. But, you can 
see, when you watch him, he obviously feels good, because he's getting down the line, he's making aggressive turns. I don't think he'd be doing 
that if he didn't feel good." 
 
Injury updates 
• Francona noted that left fielder Michael Brantley (October right ankle surgery) was doing fine on Thursday, following Wednesday's 
appearance in a Minor League game. The manager said Brantley will continue to play in Minor League games before transitioning to Cactus 
League action. Francona was not yet ready to say whether Opening Day was a realistic target for the outfielder. 
 
"If he doesn't [return by Opening Day], I don't think it's going to be a whole lot after," Francona said. "I just think we're thrilled with how he's 
doing, and we'll kind of leave it at that. He's in such a good place. He's bouncing around. It gets kind of exciting. He's such an important guy for 
us. 
 
"We haven't had him for so much of the last couple years, but he's kind of the heart and soul of our team. Even when he wasn't playing, he 
managed to be a leader. So, getting him back on the field, everybody would be thrilled." 
 
• Right-hander Danny Salazar (right shoulder inflammation) was scheduled to throw in a long-toss session up to a distance of 130 feet on 
Thursday. Salazar continues to get closer to a return to mound activity. 
 
• Right-hander Mike Clevinger was scheduled to start against the Reds on Thursday, but was scratched due to illness. Reliever Evan Marshall 
started in his place. 
 
What happens in Vegas 
The Indians will send 27 players from their Major League camp to Las Vegas for the split-squad games against the Cubs on Saturday and 
Sunday. 
 
Players making the trip include: Catchers Yan Gomes, Eric Haase and Jack Murphy; infielders Yandy Diaz, Jason Kipnis, Francisco Lindor, 
Drew Maggi, Mike Napoli, Richie Shaffer and Eric Stamets; outfielders Greg Allen, Brandon Barnes, Davis, Melvin Upton Jr. and Bradley 
Zimmer; and pitchers Jeff Beliveau, Preston Claiborne, Stephen Fife, Cameron Hill, Marshall, Zach McAllister, Ryan Merritt, Alexi Ogando, 
Tyler Olson, Neil Ramirez, Ben Taylor and Carlos Torres. 
Worth noting 
• Francona said the Indians are weighing whether to let Zimmer play full-time in center field, especially until Brantley returns to the lineup. Given 
Zimmer's skills defensively and on the bases, Francona said the outfielder brings the kind of value that might steer the team away from a 
platoon situation. 
 
"There's some school of thought," Francona said, "that until Brant comes back, maybe we just let Zimmer play, just to see how he does. He's 
swung the bat well and he worked hard and he's such a good defender. Sometimes, you give a guy a little rope and they take advantage of it. 
So, we'll see. We'll see where we're at." 
 
• The concept of using Salazar as multi-inning reliever has been floated in the past, but Francona is not sure how realistic that would be for the 
pitcher. Said Francona: "If you put him in the bullpen ... on a routine, I think Danny would be great. I don't know that you can have a routine 
once the season starts. You need to get somebody up. If you told him, 'We're going to pitch you Monday, Thursday, Sunday,' he might just be 
lights out. I don't know how you do that." 
 
Up next 
Right-hander Carlos Carrasco is scheduled to start for the Indians in a 4:05 p.m. ET Cactus League clash against the A's on Friday in Mesa, 
Ariz. In six innings this spring, Carrasco has 12 strikeouts against one walk with two runs allowed. Beliveau, Ogando, Torres and Ramirez are 
also penciled in to pitch for the Tribe. The game will be broadcast live via exclusive webcast. 
 
Spring training lightning round brings tough decisi ons for Terry Francona and the Cleveland Indians 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

 



CLEVELAND, Ohio - The spring training lightning round has begun. It's play well or prepare for the consequences with 13 exhibition games left 
before the Indians open the regular season on March 29 at Safeco Field. 

Players at the crossroads include infielders Erik Gonzalez and Giovanny Urshela, outfielders Rajai Davis and Melvin Upton Jr. and left-hander 
Ryan Merritt. There are a lot more, but those were the players manager Terry Francona talked about on Thursday morning at the Indians spring 
training site in Goodyear, Ariz. 

Gonzalez and Urshela are competing for the utility job. To add spice to the situation, they're out of options. It means the Indians would have to 
expose the player who doesn't win the job to waivers. Or make a trade. 

Francona called the impending outcome between the two, "cut and dried." 

"We feel if we don't keep one of them, we'll lose them (both)," said Francona. "Not to get too deep into it, but that's why you see Eric Stamets 
on the roster. We're fully prepared to lose one of them if we don't keep them." 

Urshela is having a big spring, hitting .552 (16-for-29) with two homers and five RBI. He's tied with Jason Kipnis for the team lead in hits and 
ranks second with a 1.463 OPS. 

Gonzalez is hitting .250 (6-for-24) with two RBI. He's a natural shortstop, who has been playing several positions for the last couple of years. 
Urshela has mostly been a third baseman, but he started moving around the diamond last year. 

Whoever wins the job has to be able to play shortstop. 

"Between the two of them, I have no concerns defensively," said Francona. "They have a little different skill set, but Gio is so sure handed that 
for whatever range he may not have at short, he makes up for it by being a such a good defender. 

"Regardless of who it is, we're always going to be well represented defensively. That's they're strength." 

The Indians brought Davis and Upton, two veteran right-handed hitting outfielders, to camp on minor league deals. Davis is hitting .259 (7-for-
27) with two stolen bases in three attempts. Upton is hitting .182 (6-for-33) with one homer, two RBI and a stolen base. 

Davis, 37, helped the Indians win the AL pennant in 2016 and hit a home run in Game 7 of the World Series that is still reverberating at 
Progressive Field. Francona loves Davis' speed. 

"Rajai is fast," said Francona. "He's gotten down the line well and has made some aggressive turns. I think Rajai is in a good place. He knows 
he has the freedom to be himself here. That works for him." 

Davis ties game with clutch two-run homer 

Upton played in just 12 games last season at Class AAA Sacramento after getting released by Toronto in spring training. He was hit by a pitch 
in extended spring training and suffered ligament damage to his right thumb. 

"He started out kind of slow," said Francona. "When we played San Diego (Saturday), he rifled three balls and used the whole field. So you got 
a glimpse of that's what it can be. 

"We're trying to make evaluations, which is hard, and you're trying to think what would his role be. How would that fit? You see him in center 
and it's easy for him. He glides. He gets behind the ball so easy." 

There's a chance that Davis and Upton could both make the team if outfielders Michael Brantley and Brandon Guyer open the year on the 
disabled list. The idea would be for at least one of them to platoon with center fielder Bradley Zimmer. 

"There are a lot of scenarios," said Francona. 

One scenario being discussed is to let Zimmer play every day in center until Brantley joins the team. Brantley is recovering from right ankle 
surgery and it's not known if he'll open the season on time. 

"Sometimes you give a guy a little rope and he takes advantage of it," said Francona. "He's such a good defender and a threat on the bases. 
When you talk about risk reward, there is so much reward with him." 

Merritt, like Gonzalez and Urshela, is out of options. It's hard to see him making the rotation with Corey Kluber, Carlos Carrasco, Trevor Bauer, 
Mike Clevinger and Josh Tomlin locked in. Would the Indians put Merritt in the bullpen rather than risk losing him on waivers? 

"Some of these guys have grown up," said Francona. "We always told these guys there is going to be a day when you're out of options. Well, 
now we got there. It's going to be difficult. There's no getting around it. It's going to be hard." 

Merritt is 1-2 with a 2.70 ERA in four games this spring. He bounced between Class AAA Columbus and Cleveland last year enough times to 
go 2-0 with a 1.74 ERA in five games, including four starts, for the Tribe. He was 10-5 with a 3.03 ERA at Columbus. 

"The last thing you want to do is get caught short where you don't have starting depth," said Francona. "Can you afford to carry a guy? Those 
are all things we're thinking about." 

Merritt is scheduled to start Saturday against the Cubs in a split-squad game in Las Vegas. 

Francisco Lindor homers, Nick Goody struggles as Cle veland Indians fall to Cincinnati Reds, 10-6 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com jnoga@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Francisco Lindor belted his fourth home run of spring training, but Nick Goody allowed five Cincinnati runs in the third 
inning and the Reds held on to defeat the Cleveland Indians, 10-6 on Thursday in Cactus League action at Goodyear Ballpark. 

The Indians fell to 12-8-2 in Cactus League play while Cincinnati improved its record to 7-13-1. 

Lindor's home run came off Reds reliever Austin Brice in the sixth inning with Tribe outfielder Rob Refsnyder aboard. Lindor is hitting .282 with 
11 hits in 39 at-bats and nine runs batted in this spring. 



The Indians added a run on a bases-loaded wild pitch by Brice that scored Eric Stamets. 

Goody faced seven hitters in the third inning and recorded only one out. He allowed five earned runs on five base hits, including a bases-loaded 
double by Scott Schebler before he was relieved by minor leaguer Luke Eubank. 

Cleveland scored three more runs in the bottom of the eighth inning on an inside-the-park home run by backup catcher Eric Haase. Haase 
drove a pitch from Oliver Perez to deep left center field. The ball hit high off the wall and got away from Cincinnati outfielders Darnell Sweeney 
and Ben Revere, allowing Haase to come all the way around and score. 

Reds starter Tyler Mahle scattered five Cleveland hits over five scoreless innings. Jason Kipnis kept his hot spring going at the plate for the 
Tribe with a double and a single in two at-bats, while Giovanny Urshela added two hits including a double. 

Evan Marshall started the game for Cleveland after original starter Mike Clevinger was scratched shortly before game time due to illness. 
Marshall pitched two innings, allowing an unearned run on two hits. 

Next: Carlos Carrasco will make his fourth appearance of spring training (third start) as the Indians travel to Hohokam Stadium in Mesa, Ariz. to 
face Oakland at 4:05 p.m. Right-hander Daniel Mengden will start for the Athletics. The game will be broadcast exclusively online on 
indians.com. 

Does Minnesota Twins big offseason signal a challen ge to the Cleveland Indians' A.L. Central crown? (p odcast) 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com jnoga@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Last season, Minnesota politely knocked on the door to the American League playoffs. This year, the Twins are gearing 
up to kick that door in completely, whether the Cleveland Indians and the rest of the A.L. are ready or not. 

While Cleveland's offseason focus has been on aligning its assets for a third straight playoff run, Minnesota has quietly put together a roster 
that should, at worst, contend for a second consecutive wild card berth, and, at best, push the Tribe for supremacy in the division. 

The Twins' offseason moves have added depth to their pitching rotation and beefed up their batting order with a couple of late-spring 
acquisitions that could position manager Paul Molitor's club to make this September a little less comfortable for Cleveland compared to the 
2017 stretch run. 

Prior to this offseason, the sticking point for Minnesota had been its starting pitching. Beyond Ervin Santana, an All-Star last season, and 
promising young righty Jose Berrios, the Twins were hurting for consistent front-of-the-rotation starters. Twins president of baseball operations 
Derek Falvey (a former Indians front office phenom) has clearly addressed that need. 

Minnesota was rumored to be in play for the services of marquee starter Yu Darvish before the ex-Dodgers and Rangers righty signed with the 
Cubs. But Falvey and general manager Thad Levine moved on quickly, acquiring starters Jake Odorizzi from Tampa Bay and free agent Lance 
Lynn as well as first baseman/designated hitter Logan Morrison for about what it would have cost to sign Darvish ($21 million per year). 

As pitchers and catchers reported to camp in mid-February, the Twins traded away minor league shortstop Jermaine Palacios for Odorizzi, who 
amassed a 40-38 record with a 3.83 ERA and 8.2 strikeouts per nine innings in six big league seasons. In 2016 with the Rays, he was 10-6 with 
a 3.69 ERA and 166 strikeouts in 187 2/3 innings before slipping a little in 2017. In February, he won his arbitration case against the Rays and 
will make $6.3 million this season with two more years of club control beyond 2018. 

Morrison is coming off a career year with Tampa that saw him hit 38 home runs and drive in 85 runs while striking out 149 times. He set career 
highs in slugging percentage (.516) and OPS (.868) in 2017, but settled for a one-year $6.5 million contract with the Twins where he will be in 
the mix at first base with Joe Maurer and designated hitter with Miguel Sano. 

Lynn, a season removed from Tommy John surgery, was 11-8 with a 3.43 ERA for the Cardinals in 33 starts. He won at least 15 games each 
year from 2012-2014 and was an All-Star in 2012. Lynn turned down the $17.4 million qualifying offer from St. Louis in the offseason, and 
ended up signing with Minnesota on a one-year, $12 million deal. 

Each of those moves makes Minnesota better than it was a year ago. Berrios, Lynn, Ororizzi and Kyle Gibson give the Twins a solid four-man 
rotation for the early portion of the season while they await Santana's return from minor finger surgery. Santana could return some time in late 
April. 

Falvey also bulked up the Twins bullpen with closer Fernando Rodney, setup man Addison Reed and lefty Zach Duke to go along with last 
season's surprise youngsters Trevor Hildenberger and Taylor Rogers. The three veteran arms at the back end should take a tremendous 
amount of pressure off Hildenberger and Rogers, letting Molitor ease them into their roles. 

The Twins offense scored 815 runs last year, finishing three behind Cleveland for fourth in the A.L. while clubbing 206 home runs, also one 
spot behind Cleveland (212). Morrison's 38 home runs would have led the club (Dozier 34) and his 85 RBI would have put him second behind 
Dozier's 93. He is a career .387 hitter at Target Field with six home runs and 11 RBI in 31 at-bats there. Against the Indians, he racked up eight 
hits in 11 at-bats last season with a home run and four RBI in seven games. 

Last year, Cleveland won the A.L. Central by 17 games over Minnesota by going 33-4 down the stretch. The Twins finished 85-77 and captured 
the second wild card spot, losing the one-game playoff to New York at Yankee Stadium. 

Many observers thought the Twins were perhaps a year or so ahead of schedule in reaching the playoffs with a core group of talented young 
position players including center fielder Byron Buxton and infielder Eduardo Escobar leading the way alongside veterans like Brian Dozier and 
Joe Maurer. 

But Falvey's flurry of moves as spring training got underway showed that the club is committed to winning now, not waiting. The Twins 
capitalized on an unusually sluggish free agent market and strung together a handful of signings that announced to the rest of the league that 
their window is open, and 2018 could be the year they step through. 

In this week's Cleveland Baseball Talk Podcast, we chat with Minnesota Star Tribune Twins beat writer La Velle Neal, who breaks down the 
team's offseason and looks at how the Twins match up for a A.L. Central Division push against Cleveland. 

We also hear from cleveland.com's Paul Hoynes with the latest news from Indians' camp. 



Michael Brantley 'doing terrific' and 4 other thing s we learned about the Cleveland Indians 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - Michael Brantley's timetable on a return to the Indians' lineup has apparently been fast tracked. 

He DH'd in a minor league game on Wednesday, getting two at-bats. Brantley, recovering from right ankle surgery in October, was allowed to 
do a controlled run to first base. 

On Thursday, Brantley went through outfield drills. Just when he'll play again depends on how his ankle responds to what he's putting it 
through. 

"He's doing terrific," manager Terry Francona told reporters in Goodyear, Ariz. "We're just looking to see how he responds to what he's done." 

Francona said Brantley will continue to play minor league games in the coming days. 

As for being ready to open the season on March 29 in Seattle, Francona said, "I don't even know if we're even trying to do that. He's doing such 
a good job. I think we're so excited about where he is. If he doesn't, I don't think it will be a whole lot after. 

"I just think we're thrilled at how he's doing and leave it at that. He's in such a good place. He's bouncing around. It gets kind of exciting. 

"He's such an important guy for us. He hasn't been with us for so much of the last two years. He's kind of the heart and soul of our team. Even 
when he wasn't playing, he managed to be a leader so getting him back on the field. . .everybody would be thrilled." 

This is the third straight spring Brantley has raced the clock to get ready for opening day. He didn't make it in 2016 while recovering from right 
shoulder surgery. He made it in 2017 while recovering from a second operation on his right shoulder. Now he's once again trying to make up for 
lost time. 

Francona said Brantley has grown weary of the rehab process. 

"I think he's tired of the process," said Francona. "I think he's got a mature outlook about it because he's had to go through it so often. 

"I think he wants to give himself the best chance to come back and stay back. I do think he's done a good job. I've always felt that way about 
him. But things have come up along the way. That sometimes happens when you're playing a sport." 

Brantley played 11 games in 2016 and 90 last year before injuring his ankle. 

No. 1: Lots of innings for Z-mac 

Going into Thursday's game against the Reds, Corey Kluber and Trevor Bauer were leading Indians pitchers in innings with 13 2/3 and 13 1/3, 
respectively. In third place, surprisingly, was reliever Zach McAllister. 

McAllister has pitched 10 1/3 innings in seven games. He's posted a 0.87 ERA, while allowing one run on seven hits and five walks. McAllister 
has nine strikeouts. 

Last year McAllister finished his tour in the desert with nine appearances and 11 2/3 innings. He struck out 12 and walked one and allowed six 
runs and 14 hits. 

The Indians always stretch out McAllister's arm in the spring, but perhaps they're adding more to his workload this spring to be able to handle 
more critical innings in the absence of Bryan Shaw. 

No.2: Francona preaches roster patience 

Francona admitted he is always wrestling with what the 25-man roster will look like come opening day. During a lull in a spring training game, 
he might mentally start taking notes. Then there are the never-ending conversations with bench coach Brad Mills and other staff members. 

But a roster, like a cake, cannot be baked too fast. 

"We need to get the group a little bit smaller before we start doing that," said Francona. "We've still got 47 (healthy) guys in camp. We need one 
more pretty big cut. Then we'll start thinking about that stuff." 

Terry Francona on how he divides playing time early in spring training 

The big cut will probably come next week after the Indians play six games in four days starting with Friday's game against the A's. 

They'll send a split-squad team to Las Vegas to play the Cubs on Saturday and Sunday, while the other half of the roster plays the Cubs in 
Mesa, Ariz., on Saturday and the Mariners on Sunday in Peoria, Ariz. 

ADVERTISING 

The Indians will reunite on Monday to play the Giants and have an off day on Tuesday. 

"The most important thing is to have alternate plans," said Francona. "If this happens, we need to be prepared here. I've always thought you 
have to have a roster where the players complement each other. Sometimes it's really tough for players to understand that." 

No. 3: Mike Clevinger misses start 

The Indians scratched Clevinger from his start on Thursday against the Reds because of illness. Evan Marshall, in camp on a minor league 
deal, started in his place. 

Francona, earlier this spring, named Clevinger to the starting rotation. Clevinger was 12-6 with a 3.11 ERA last year. 

"He's big, strong and has three major league pitches," said Francona. "He's still a young pitcher as far as innings go in the major leagues. His 
big challenge is to work ahead in the count as opposed to behind, because his numbers are so drastically different when he works ahead. So 
when he does that he can be really good. When he doesn't he pays a pretty big price." 



Clevinger, in four starts this spring, has a 4.00 ERA. He's allowed four earned runs on seven hits in nine innings. He's struck out nine and 
walked one. 

No. 4: Life on the other side 

When the Indians send a player from big league camp to the minors, Francona, on occasion, says he's been sent to "the other side." 

On Wednesday, several players still in big league camp were on the other side of the Tribe's complex in Goodyear, Ariz. playing games. 

Josh Tomlin pitched three innings for Class AAA Columbus against the Giants. Cody Allen (one inning), Andrew Miller (one inning) and Dan 
Otero (two innings) pitched for Class AA Akron against San Francisco's Double-A team. 

Francisco Mejia went 1-for-2 for Columbus. Although the Indians sent him down with the idea of playing some outfield, Mejia was behind the 
plate on Wednesday. Abraham Almonte started in left field for Columbus and went 0-for-1. 

Ryan Merritt knows all about his current situation.  But he refuses to get 'caught up in it' 
By T.J. Zuppe Mar 15, 2018  2   
GOODYEAR, Ariz. — Ryan Merritt is keeping his emotions in check this spring. And to this point, he's done a pretty good job. 
 
Nothing about his demeanor appears abnormal. You might even think he's grown more comfortable in his surroundings. 
 
His wife, however, is a different story. But who could blame her? Their immediate future is riding on some tough decisions at the end of camp. 
 
“I've got to tell her, 'Don't even talk to me about baseball,' because she can stress me out,” Merritt joked. “I try to do a good job of not thinking 
about it, taking it a day at a time. She can get ahead of herself a little bit, for sure.”  
 
His desire to escape the things he can't control might work between the white lines. It might work in the clubhouse or around his peers … but it 
doesn't always work around loved ones. 
 
“This happened.” 
 
“What do you think about this?” 
 
“You think you're going to get traded?” 
 
The questions are natural for anyone without options to consider. Merritt, having spent the past two seasons as rotation insurance, now falls 
into that category. It's unlikely that the soft-tossing left-hander will assume the club's final rotation slot, but if the Indians can't find a spot for 
Merritt in their bullpen, there's a pretty good chance he'll get claimed at the end of camp. Even though he says he's not feeling any added 
pressure, the uncertainty tied to his situation would be enough to create anxiety for anyone in a similar situation. 
 
“I think you'd be a liar if you said you don't think about it at all,” Merritt told The Athletic. “But you just do your best not to get caught up in it. I 
know what's going on. I know the situation that I'm in. I've thought about my future. But you don't get too wrapped up in it. You don't let it control 
how you go about your business.” 
 
It's helpful that the Indians don't sugarcoat their situation. Terry Francona, for instance, was surprised when veteran Matt Belisle, having almost 
been “undersold” the opportunity to win a relief job, chose to sign a minor-league deal with the Indians earlier this spring. Players appreciate the 
honesty and communication the organization strives for. 
 
That's critical for players competing for jobs. 
 
“They're not going to beat around the bush,” Merritt said. “They're going to tell you their honest opinion. They care about you. They want you to 
be in a good mental state. They do their best to look out for you.” 
 
And in return, they hope that leads to the best results. But as Francona explained Wednesday, evaluating spring numbers can get tricky, which 
is why the Cactus League stats are just a small sliver of the equation. For Merritt, he's built a limited sample in the past two years. And despite 
the lack of jaw-dropping velocity, the lefty has still managed to get results. 
 
In the past two years, Merritt has posted a sparkling 1.71 ERA and 2.71 FIP in 31 2/3 big-league innings pitched. He's maintained an 
impressive 3.2 percent walk rate, using an elite ability to locate his four pitch types. And despite any of his physical limitations, he holds the 
fifth-lowest average exit velocity among pitchers with at least 100 results. 
 
Shocked by that? You're not alone. 
 
Merritt was also surprised by that little nugget. 
 
“I've never looked at it,” Merritt said. “I'm not going to blow it by people. I have to really make sure I'm disrupting timing. That comes with mixing 
my pitches, moving the ball in and out, elevating, going down, just keeping the ball out of the middle of the plate, out of their strengths, not 
getting predictable. That's what I try to do as a pitcher. Throw everything with conviction and know who I am as a pitcher.” 



That sure sounds like a guy who would have to work twice as hard as the average hurler. When you aren't gifted with a 97 mph fastball, 
outworking your opponent seems crucial. Merritt, a soft-spoken, humble guy, insists he doesn't look at it that way. 
 
“Honestly, I rely on (being a) natural competitor,” Merritt said. “I know that when I go out there, I just hate to lose. No matter what, I don't want to 
lose. I feel like the natural competitiveness and confidence in myself and relying on my catcher is a big attribute to (my success).” 
 
Of course, simply maintaining a low average exit velocity doesn't guarantee success. There are outliers. But while Merritt's was recorded over a 
small sample size, exit velocity is a metric that is believed to normalize quicker than some others. If nothing else, it still speaks to the way he's 
been able to avoid the fat part of the bat. Does that mean every bit of his performance in the past two years is real? Probably not. His minor-
league numbers are solid, but they aren't that. No one is positioning him as a sub-2.00 ERA guy. 
 
But does his past make him intriguing enough to create a spot for him in the majors? Perhaps. And without a large safety net of starting pitching 
depth in the minors, can they really afford to risk losing him? 
 
“The last thing you want to do is get caught short where you don't have starting depth,” Francona said. “Can you afford to carry a guy (for that 
reason)? Those are all things we're thinking about.” 
 
To some, Merritt will always be the little-known rookie who stepped into an unbelievable ALCS spot to prove his boots don't shake, pitching his 
club to the World Series in 2016. In some ways, it would be a shame if the 26-year-old never earned more of an opportunity with the 
organization that drafted him in 2011. The realities of the club's stellar staff have limited those chances to shine, but when offered past 
opportunities, he's made the most of them. 
 
“I don't want to be remembered just for that,” Merritt said. “I still want to pitch a full season in the big leagues. What can I do to get myself ready 
to pitch a full season? What can I do to win 20 games a year, win a Cy Young, win a World Series, go to the World Series again? I try not to get 
caught up in what exposure I can get to top (the past). I don't think about it.” 
 
Still, as most players in his situation indicate, Merritt isn't just auditioning for a spot with the Tribe. When you're out of options, you're 
showcasing your skills for every club. While that could create the expanded opportunity he's seeking, he's nowhere close to wanting his Indians 
career to end. 
 
So, until that day comes, he remains focused on the things under his control. 
 
“There's a lot of other teams out there,” Merritt said. “I love the Indians. I would love to pitch for them the rest of my career. But whoever I am 
with in the future, (my job is) to go out there and win baseball games. That's the bottom line, whoever that's for.” 
 
Sarris: Six American League pitchers to watch this season 
By Eno Sarris 1h ago  3   
I've been accused of “next big pitcher-ism” in the past, a punch that didn't land. It isn't that I'm not looking for the next big pitcher — on the 
contrary, since I play fantasy baseball and love pitching in particular, I'm always on the lookout — it's just that I see no reason to apologize for 
doing it. 
 
Pitching is so hard to nail down in the numbers, so it's the best place to use our own eyes and intuition to try and spot something special 
happening for a young pitcher. Seems like a wholesome pursuit to me. 
 
Let's look at six young pitchers in the American League, since we looked at the National League last week. 
 
Trevor Bauer, Indians 
 
If you haven't read Bauer's conversation with Zack Meisel yet, go do it now. 
 
Now you know why the pitcher is endlessly fascinating despite a career ERA over four. I mean, the guy already had one of the best curveballs 
in the game, and had a beast of a second half last year (3.01 ERA with a lower homer rate) due to throwing the curveball more often (33 
percent late, vs. 25 percent early). Now he's talking about adding a slider that looks like the one thrown by Corey Kluber or Marcus Stroman? 
Sign me up. 
 
If a key part of pitching well is having pitches go in different directions, this slider could be the missing piece for Bauer. He has a riding four-
seam fastball that's hard and works well high in the zone. He has a good two-seam fastball with fade that he can move from side to side. His 
curve has the second-most drop in baseball and above-average velocity. A hard pitch that could cut towards the lefty and away from the righty 
would fulfill a need. 
 
It could lead to weaker contact and fewer home runs, which are the two things that are keeping Bauer from a mid-threes ERA. It's certainly not 
the strikeouts that are missing. 
 
Kyle Gibson, Twins 



There's a video clue to why Kyle Gibson might break out this year. It might not wow you, but it's important. 
 
By movement, it's no big deal: 94 mph is only just above average these days. It's a whiff, but someone else might hit it. Someone who, perhaps, 
wasn't looking for the two-seam. Because it's been the two-seam that has buttered Gibson's bread in the past, and this new four-seam has 
been the rug that tied the room together. 
 
Throwing the four-seam more regularly has not only given batters another pitch to prepare for, it has put them in swing mode more often 
because it's in the zone more often. Getting pitches in the zone more often was a point of focus between Gibson and his front office, with former 
pitcher Jeremy Hefner acting as the go-between. 
 
The result? 
 
“I don’t want to punch myself in the face near as much,” Gibson told our Dan Hayes when he detailed the process and the new results. Maybe 
we can believe in that 3.41 ERA that he put up after August 5th last year, which is the date after which he nearly doubled his four-seam usage 
(17 percent before, 28 percent after). 
 
 


