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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
1966-Bill DeWitt sells the Reds for $7 million to a group of 13 Cincinnati investors 

MLB.COM 
Senzel aims to earn 'any spot' at Reds camp 

Top prospect on track for spring after offseason elbow surgery 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Dec. 4th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- Injuries slowed Reds top prospect Nick Senzel's express route to the Major Leagues in 2018. Senzel wants to 

prove he will be ready to be in Cincinnati when the 2019 season opens. 

 

Ranked No. 1 in the organization by MLB Pipeline, and No. 6 overall, Senzel endured vertigo in May and a right index finger 

fracture in June that required season-ending surgery. After he healed from that procedure, the natural infielder tried the outfield 

during the instructional league in the fall. That ended when he needed surgery in mid-October to remove bone chips from his left 

elbow. 

 

"The elbow is good. It was six weeks [last] Tuesday. It was supposed to be a six-week recovery, so it's getting there," Senzel said. 

"I'd say I'm at about 90 percent. I will start doing baseball activity in the next week or so." 

 

Senzel, 23, has been rehabilitating at the club's Spring Training facility in Goodyear, Ariz. He is expected to be ready to begin 

swinging a bat by the end of December. 

 

From there, the hopes are that Senzel can have a quasi-normal offseason ahead of camp opening in February. He was cleared to 

begin lifting weights a couple of weeks ago. 

 

"I'm trying to catch up there. I've had to adjust for sure," Senzel said. 

 

This is a critical juncture for Senzel, who batted .310/.378/.509 with six home runs and 25 RBIs in 44 games last season for Triple-

A Louisville. He was at shortstop in big league camp during Spring Training, but he played mostly second base for Louisville and 

some at his natural spot of third base. 

 

With center fielder Billy Hamilton being non-tendered a contract on Friday, it's possible that a place in the lineup has opened for 

Senzel. During instructional league, he was tutored in the outfield by instructor and Reds great Eric Davis. 

 

"I thought it went good. Me and E.D. hit it off great," said Senzel, the No. 2 overall selection in the 2016 MLB Draft. "I've known 

him since I came to this organization. He makes it as simple as possible. We worked together every day, mainly in center and I 

worked in left a little bit. It was great practice. Obviously, I didn't get into many games but the more reps out there, the more 

comfortable I was." 

 

The Reds, led by president of baseball operations Dick Williams and general manager Nick Krall, plan to explore options outside of 

the organization -- either free agents or via trades. But if the spot is open when camp starts, Senzel has every intention of competing 

for it. 

 

"I'd like to compete for any spot," Senzel said. "I don't really know the plan. I'm sure we'll sit down and talk, and my agent will talk 

with Dick, Nick and the new staff about where they think I will be. If it's center field, it's center field. If it's left field, it's left field. If 

it's kind of all over the place to get some guys days off so I can get in the lineup and some at-bats, it could be that. 

 

"I don't think I will be in a set spot the whole year. Hopefully I can break camp with them and if not, be up soon." 

 

 

 

 



Could Reds make intrastate trade for an ace? 

Cincinnati showing interest in Kluber, Bauer, according to sources 

By Jon Paul Morosi MLB.com @jonmorosi 

Dec. 4th, 2018 

 

If the Reds were disappointed about missing out on free-agent starting pitcher Patrick Corbin, who reportedly is joining the 

Nationals, they aren't showing it. They're too busy pursuing other alternatives. 

 

One possibility: Cincinnati is interested in acquiring Corey Kluber or Trevor Bauer from the Indians in an intrastate blockbuster, 

sources said Tuesday. 

 

The Indians also have spoken with the Dodgers about a trade for Kluber or Bauer, and MLB.com's Mark Feinsand reported that the 

Mets have shown interest in Kluber as well. 

 

The Reds have also remained in trade talks with the Yankees about a trade for right-hander Sonny Gray while continuing dialogue 

with free agents Dallas Keuchel and J.A. Happ, sources say. 

 

The Reds have competition within their division to acquire Gray, as the Brewers also have interest in him, one source confirmed. 

Sources also say that the Braves have spoken with the Yankees about Gray to gauge the asking price, but that there is no current 

progress on a trade with Atlanta. 

 

Reds starters combined for a 5.02 ERA this year, second worst in the National League. 

 

Transactions 
 

12/04/18  

Detroit Tigers signed free agent LHP Matt Moore. 

Arizona Diamondbacks signed free agent RHP Merrill Kelly. 

 

 

 
 


