
 
 

June 20, 2018 
 
• Chicago Tribune, Mike Montgomery's performance raises possibility of six-man rotation for Cubs 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-mike-montgomery-rotation-
20180620-story.html  
 

• Chicago Tribune, With closer Brandon Morrow out, Cubs gain doubleheader split with Dodgers 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-brandon-morrow-20180619-
story.html  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Column: Cubs pitcher Yu Darvish returns to Wrigley mound Wednesday for key 

simulated game 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-yu-darvish-comeback-20180619-
story.html  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Cubs to open 2019 season on road against Rangers 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-2019-schedule-notes-20180619-
story.html  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Albert Almora Jr.'s single lifts Cubs past Dodgers 2-1 in 10 innings 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-dodgers-game-2-story.html  
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs reliever Luke Farrell could be in the mix to start Saturday against Reds 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-luke-farrell-20180619-story.html  
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs manager Joe Maddon no fan of split doubleheaders: 'I don’t think it's a 
good idea' 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-joe-maddon-doubleheaders-
20180619-story.html  
 

• Chicago Tribune, Dodgers rally in 9th for 4-3 win over Cubs in Game 1 of split doubleheader 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-dodgers-game1-20180619-
story.html  

 
• Chicago Sun-Times, Mike Montgomery continues to make rotation case during Cubs’ twinbill split 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/mike-montgomery-continues-to-make-rotation-case-during-
cubs-twinbill-split/  

 
• Chicago Sun-Times, Payback’s a split: Albert Almora Jr. gets ‘revenge’ on walkoff for Cubs in 10th 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/paybacks-a-split-albert-almora-jr-gets-revenge-on-walkoff-for-
cubs-in-10th/  
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• Chicago Sun-Times, Sneezes, hot tubs and now pants: Add Brandon Morrow’s injury to Cubs’ odd 

list 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/sneezes-hot-tubs-and-now-pants-add-brandon-morrows-
injury-to-cubs-odd-list/  
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs’ Joe Maddon: Day-night schedule for doubleheader ‘wrong’ 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-joe-maddon-day-night-schedule-for-doubleheader-
wrong/  

 
• Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs blow 9th-inning lead; closer Brandon Morrow out due to back tightness  

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-blow-ninth-inning-lead-with-closer-brandon-morrow-
sitting-lose-to-dodgers/  
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, Simulated game pushed back a day as rehab assignment looms for Cubs’ Yu 
Darvish 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/simulated-game-pushed-back-a-day-as-rehab-assignment-
looms-for-cubs-yu-darvish/  

 
• Daily Herald, Montgomery strong again, Almora walks off in 10th as Cubs split DH 

http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180619/montgomery-strong-again-almora-walks-off-in-10th-
as-cubs-split-dh  

 
• Daily Herald, Rozner: Chicago Cubs' Montgomery continues making his case 

http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180619/rozner-chicago-cubs-montgomery-continues-
making-his-case-to-stay-in-rotation  

 
• Daily Herald, Back spasms sideline Chicago Cubs closer Morrow 

http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180619/back-spasms-sideline-chicago-cubs-closer-morrow  
 
• The Athletic, Best offseason move the Cubs never made: trading Mike Montgomery 

https://theathletic.com/400300/2018/06/20/best-offseason-move-the-cubs-never-made-trading-
mike-montgomery/  

 
• The Athletic, Keep your pants on: Why Brandon Morrow didn’t pitch the ninth inning 

https://theathletic.com/399910/2018/06/19/keep-your-pants-on-why-brandon-morrow-didnt-
pitch-the-ninth-inning/  

 
• Cubs.com, Report: Cubs sign top Draft pick Hoerner 

https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-agree-to-deal-with-top-pick-nico-hoerner/c-280933436  
 

• Cubs.com, Almora, Bryant rally Cubs in 10th to split DH 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/albert-almora-jr-kris-bryant-key-cubs-win/c-282012300  
 

• Cubs.com, Cubs' bullpen unable to hold off Dodgers in G1 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-bullpen-unable-to-hold-lead-vs-dodgers/c-281947764  

 
• Cubs.com, Cubs fans enjoy VIP day at Wrigley Field 

https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/fatherson-cubs-fans-enjoy-vip-day-at-wrigley/c-281978814  
 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/sneezes-hot-tubs-and-now-pants-add-brandon-morrows-injury-to-cubs-odd-list/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/sneezes-hot-tubs-and-now-pants-add-brandon-morrows-injury-to-cubs-odd-list/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-joe-maddon-day-night-schedule-for-doubleheader-wrong/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-joe-maddon-day-night-schedule-for-doubleheader-wrong/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-blow-ninth-inning-lead-with-closer-brandon-morrow-sitting-lose-to-dodgers/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-blow-ninth-inning-lead-with-closer-brandon-morrow-sitting-lose-to-dodgers/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/simulated-game-pushed-back-a-day-as-rehab-assignment-looms-for-cubs-yu-darvish/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/simulated-game-pushed-back-a-day-as-rehab-assignment-looms-for-cubs-yu-darvish/
http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180619/montgomery-strong-again-almora-walks-off-in-10th-as-cubs-split-dh
http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180619/montgomery-strong-again-almora-walks-off-in-10th-as-cubs-split-dh
http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180619/rozner-chicago-cubs-montgomery-continues-making-his-case-to-stay-in-rotation
http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180619/rozner-chicago-cubs-montgomery-continues-making-his-case-to-stay-in-rotation
http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180619/back-spasms-sideline-chicago-cubs-closer-morrow
https://theathletic.com/400300/2018/06/20/best-offseason-move-the-cubs-never-made-trading-mike-montgomery/
https://theathletic.com/400300/2018/06/20/best-offseason-move-the-cubs-never-made-trading-mike-montgomery/
https://theathletic.com/399910/2018/06/19/keep-your-pants-on-why-brandon-morrow-didnt-pitch-the-ninth-inning/
https://theathletic.com/399910/2018/06/19/keep-your-pants-on-why-brandon-morrow-didnt-pitch-the-ninth-inning/
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-agree-to-deal-with-top-pick-nico-hoerner/c-280933436
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/albert-almora-jr-kris-bryant-key-cubs-win/c-282012300
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-bullpen-unable-to-hold-lead-vs-dodgers/c-281947764
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/fatherson-cubs-fans-enjoy-vip-day-at-wrigley/c-281978814


 
• Cubs.com, Darvish to pitch simulated game today 

https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/yu-darvish-to-pitch-simulated-game-in-rehab/c-281925852  
 

• Cubs.com, Baez returns to action after hit by pitch 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/javier-baez-returns-after-hit-by-pitch/c-281818256  

 
• ESPNChicago.com, Cubs must find a way to keep Mike Montgomery in the rotation 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23847878/cubs-find-way-keep-mike-montgomery-rotation  
 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Why what Mike Montgomery did against LA could go a long way toward 

keeping him in the Cubs' rotation 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/mike-montgomery-joe-maddon-yu-darvish-los-angeles-
dodgers-doubleheader  

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Jason Heyward has changed everything for the Cubs lineup 

https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/jason-heyward-has-changed-everything-cubs-lineup-
postseason-world-series-epstein-hoyer-maddon-zobrist  

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Cubs in a tight spot with their pitching staff the rest of this week 

https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/cubs-tight-spot-their-pitching-staff-rest-week-morrow-
chatwood-dodgers  

 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Mike Montgomery's performance raises possibility of six-man rotation for Cubs  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The Cubs have stressed patience in handling the rehabilitation of Yu Darvish’s triceps tendinitis, and 
their concern for Mike Montgomery’s left arm could play a major role in the sculpting of their bullpen 
for the second half of the season. 
 
Montgomery strengthened his case to stay in the rotation Tuesday night by pitching six innings of one-
run ball in his fifth start in place of Darvish, who is scheduled to pitch a simulated game before 
Wednesday’s series finale against the Dodgers. 
 
There is room for Darvish and Montgomery under a scenario offered by manager Joe Maddon. 
 
“It’s also prudent to think about a six-man (rotation) in the second half when you get tired,” Maddon 
said. 
 
The Cubs have visions of making the playoffs for the fourth consecutive season and want their starters 
at full strength through October. They used a six-man rotation for parts of August and September in 
preparation for their World Series run in 2016. 
 
Montgomery, who has a 1.21 ERA in five starts, was part of that alignment. But he hasn’t been a full-
time starter since 2014, when he made 27 starts with Triple-A Tacoma and the Mariners. Last season, 
Montgomery threw a career-high 130 2/3 innings, which included 69 1/3 in 14 starts. 
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Montgomery has thrown 55 innings in 23 appearances this year, but he seems more comfortable in a 
starting routine. An extra day of rest while staying in the rotation could enhance his durability. 
 
“What he’s doing is setting us up for the rest of the year and himself for the rest of the year,” Maddon 
said. 
 
In the meantime, the Cubs will continue to evaluate Darvish’s recovery and Montgomery’s progress and 
health before making a firm decision — which might not occur until the start of the second half, when 
the Cubs play 12 games in 11 days and 18 in their first 18 days. 
 
They also are scheduled to play a stretch of 23 games without a day off from Aug. 21 to Sept. 12, a 
situation caused by a makeup game at Atlanta on Aug. 30. 
 
“We’ll wait until everyone is well, and then we’ll make our decision,” Maddon said. “The other thing 
about Monty you have to understand is how many innings has he pitched historically, and you got to be 
careful with that, too. 
 
“It’s a big-picture thing. You wait, wait, wait, and then you make your best call.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
With closer Brandon Morrow out, Cubs gain doubleheader split with Dodgers  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Mike Montgomery took his Tuesday night start as a personal challenge to help the bullpen with closer 
Brandon Morrow out because of back spasms. 
 
Albert Almora Jr. took it as a personal affront when the Dodgers intentionally walked batters twice so 
they could pitch to him. 
 
Both Montgomery and Almora rose to the occasion in helping the Cubs to a 2-1 victory in the second 
game of a split doubleheader. 
 
With Morrow unavailable, the Cubs squandered a lead in the first game as Justin Wilson allowed a two-
run double to Kyle Farmer in the ninth inning to allow the Dodgers to rally to a 4-3 victory. 
 
But in the second game, Montgomery pitched six innings of one-run ball to strengthen his case to stay in 
the rotation when Yu Darvish returns from the disabled list. 
 
Kris Bryant led off the bottom of the 10th with a triple and the Dodgers walked Javier Baez intentionally 
so they could pitch to Almora, who had popped out in the eighth inning of Game 1 after the Dodgers 
intentionally walked Jason Heyward to face him. 
 
This time, Almora poked a single past first base to score Bryant. 
 
“It was personal for me,” Almora said. “I wanted that one really bad.” 
 
For his part, Montgomery was determined lto go as deep as he could in the game knowing the bullpen 
was taxed because Morrow was suffering back discomfort that began when he was taking off his pants 
around 3 a.m. Monday after the Cubs trip home from their weekend series in St. Louis. 



 
 
His condition wasn’t revealed until after the first game Tuesday, and he wasn’t in the bullpen during the 
Dodgers comeback. 
 
Morrow said his range of motion has improved since the spasms surfaced and described his status as 
day-to-day. 
 
He described his array of treatments as those of the “kitchen sink” variety. 
 
Morrow had pitched only once since June 7, but there were no signs of trouble before his spasms as his 
fastball was clocked in the high 90-mph range in Saturday’s victory over the Cardinals as he converted 
his 16th save in 17 chances. 
 
“I knew (the relievers) had been taxed and about Morrow’s back,” said Montgomery, who has a 1.21 
ERA in five starts. “I wanted to go as deep as I could.” 
 
Montgomery threw 40 pitches in his first two innings but paced himself better over the next four. 
 
“I know (the relievers) needed help,” said Montgomery, who is the first Cubs pitcher since at least 1908 
to allow one run or fewer while pitching at least five innings in his first five starts of a season. “And wish 
I could have thrown more.” 
 
Until Tuesday, the Cubs haven’t needed to rely on a backup closer. But they have been careful about 
their usage of Morrow, 33, who has battled an array of injuries throughout his career. 
 
Wilson, who handled the closer duties with the Tigers before he was dealt to the Cubs last July, was one 
out away from earning his first save with the Cubs until Farmer pulled a two-run double past a diving 
Bryant at third. 
 
Morrow’s unavailability and Wilson’s struggles after a streak of 11 1/3 scoreless innings overshadowed 
the fact the Cubs stranded 13 runners and were 2-for-12 with runners in scoring position. 
 
Tyler Chatwood showed minor progress as he settled down somewhat after issuing four walks in the 
first two innings. Chatwood limited the Dodgers to two hits, but he was lifted after five innings. That 
caused manager Joe Maddon to juggle his bullpen, with Pedro Strop needed for two innings. 
 
“There are a lot of emotions and different things going on in his head,” catcher Chris Gimenez said of 
Chatwood, whose wife, Veronica, is expecting the couple’s first child. “He made big pitches in big 
situations.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Column: Cubs pitcher Yu Darvish returns to Wrigley mound Wednesday for key simulated game  
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Yu Darvish takes his next big step toward returning to the Cubs on Wednesday when he throws a 
simulated game at Wrigley Field. 
 
Darvish was scheduled to throw one Tuesday, but the day-night doubleheader forced the Cubs to push 
him back a day. 



 
 
It’s not expected to draw a huge media crowd, as Mark Prior’s simulated games used to do back in the 
days of towel drills and virtually unlimited pitch counts. 
 
Prior had so many “sim” games under his belt he once joked in 2005 he was on pace to make “the Hall 
of Fame in simulated games.” Maybe the Dodgers’ new bullpen coach can throw out the ceremonial first 
towel Wednesday. 
 
So what can we expect to discover in a simulated game, in which a pitcher faces a few hitters over and 
over under the pretense it’s an actual game? 
 
“You can tell if a guy happens to be laboring, or just maybe nervous or scared,” Cubs catcher Chris 
Gimenez said. “I haven’t seen that from him, and I’m assuming (management hasn’t) either because 
we’re continuing in all the progressions.” 
 
Gimenez has caught Darvish’s bullpen sessions and said he has looked “pretty good.” But if he doesn’t 
catch the simulated game, Gimenez said he hoped he could bat and promised to “take him deep.” 
 
This Cubs-Dodgers series was supposed to be a chance for Darvish to face the team that let him leave via 
free agency after they acquired the Rangers’ ace 12 minutes before the July 31 trade deadline last 
season despite having virtually clinched the National League West. 
 
Darvish was brought in for the sole purpose of excelling in the postseason, and his two crash-and-burn 
outings in the World Series serve as stark reminders those trade deadline deals fans always clamor for 
can backfire. 
 
So far the Dodgers’ decision to part ways with Darvish looks prescient. Darvish has one victory and has 
been on the disabled list since May 26 with a triceps injury. His simulated game will be his first trip to 
the mound at Wrigley Field since May 2, when he was booed during his exit from a lopsided loss to the 
Rockies. 
 
Whether he returns to the Cubs before the All-Star break, which seems like a long shot, Darvish’s first 
half is basically shot. He’s just going to have to pretend he’s starting over again with a clean slate after 
the break. 
 
Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said Darvish is “a guy who puts a lot of pressure on himself, and he’s a 
pleaser, he wants to do well.” 
 
“The new contract, coming to a new environment and not starting off well and hearing criticism, I’m 
sure it affected him,” Roberts said. “A really good competitor, so it’s not easy. It’s a big-boy league, and 
when you sign a contract like that there are going to be expectations.” 
 
The fact the Cubs have done quite well without any significant contribution from Darvish bodes well for 
the team’s future and should lessen the pressure on him when he returns. 
 
They began Tuesday’s day-night doubleheader ranked first in the NL in pitching, first in hitting and 
second in runs scored. He doesn’t have to be a savior. 
 
Still, the Cubs are far from untouchable, and the ninth-inning meltdown in Game 1 on Tuesday because 
of Brandon Morrow’s unavailability suggests they’re vulnerable without their new closer. 
 



 
Morrow said he hurt his back taking off his pants after returning from St. Louis at 3 a.m. Monday. 
 
“It’s frustrating anytime you can’t get out there, especially when you can’t go because of something 
stupid like putting your pants on,” Morrow said. “When (an injury is) not related to throwing a baseball, 
it’s even that much more.” 
 
Morrow may be more valuable to the Cubs than Darvish, so hopefully the back issue doesn’t become a 
recurring episode. But Darvish’s value can rise with a few good outings when he returns. 
 
“Darvish is a good man,” Roberts said. “He’s hurt right now, but he gave us some good starts. I think he’s 
happy here. I don’t know how well he has been received. But yeah, Darvish will be fine.” 
 
We will have to take Roberts’ word for it. We know Darvish is still a quality pitcher, though we haven’t 
been able to witness it since his arrival in Chicago. 
 
No one knows what’s going on in Darvish’s head, and manager Joe Maddon isn’t trying to analyze his 
starter when they have a conversation. 
 
“When I talk to Yu, my job is to be supportive and offer him good advice on getting back on the mound,” 
Maddon said. “We all internalize things. I don’t try to question him in a manner where I’m trying to 
extract his deep inner thoughts. That’s something somebody elicits on their own. I don’t try to go after 
it. 
 
“So for me it has been a noble conversation. It has been very upbeat. He and I talk a lot. It has been very 
straight up. … My responsibility is to create trust back and forth. I think we’re there. He’s at the point 
now where if I offer my opinion he’s really going to listen without pushback, and it’s a good place we’re 
in right now.” 
 
We’ll get the first real glimpse of Darvish 2.0 on Wednesday morning at Wrigley. 
 
Towels are optional. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs to open 2019 season on road against Rangers  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The Cubs will open the 2019 regular season on the road against the Rangers and will play the 2017 
World Series champion Astros in Houston as part of their interleague schedule, according to a major-
league source with knowledge of the rough draft of the schedule currently under review. 
 
The Cubs’ interleague schedule will feature games against the American League West as well as four 
games against the rival White Sox. The schedule, once approved, often is released in September. 
 
The Cubs are tentatively scheduled to play the Rangers on March 28, March 30-April 1. The series will 
mark their first trip to Global Life Park in Arlington, Texas, since 2010. 
 
The Cubs are to play the Astros at Minute Maid Park on May 27-29, according to the rough draft. 
 



 
The Cubs will play host to the Angels with All-Star outfielder Mike Trout on April 12-14. The Athletics will 
come to Wrigley Field on Aug. 5-7. 
 
The Cubs will play host to the White Sox on June 18-19 and visit Guaranteed Rate Field on July 6-7. The 
Cubs also will play two series against the Mariners — visiting Safeco Field on April 30-May 1, and playing 
a two-game set at Wrigley Field on Sept. 2-3. 
 
Hot corner: Maddon is not a proponent of guarding the first and third base foul lines late in games, and 
that strategy was called into question when Kyle Farmer’s grounder scooted past a diving Kris Bryant at 
third to score the tying and go-ahead runs in the Dodgers’ 4-3 victory in first game of Tuesday’s 
doubleheader. 
 
“I don’t believe in it unless you have a strong inclination the pitch is going to be thrown and this guy 
normally hits it there,” Maddon said. 
 
Bryant said the “no doubles” defense usually is employed with a runner at first. 
 
“It was just one pitch and I probably could have gotten the glove on it and stopped it,” Bryant said. “I bet 
if I had another try at it, I could get it.” 
 
Extra innings: Yu Darvish’s simulated game originally slated for Tuesday was moved to Wednesday 
morning because of the doubleheader. … Three-time Cy Young Award winner Clayton Kershaw is 
scheduled to make a rehab start of about 60 pitches Saturday for Triple-A Oklahoma City before possibly 
rejoining the Dodgers’ rotation as soon as June 28 against the Cubs. … The Cubs added reliever Justin 
Hancock as their 26th player for the second game of the doubleheader. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Albert Almora Jr.'s single lifts Cubs past Dodgers 2-1 in 10 innings  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Kyle Schwarber hit his 13th home run in the seventh inning, and Kris Bryant’s leadoff triple in the 10th 
set up a single by Albert Almora Jr. to give the Cubs a 2-1 win over the Dodgers in the second game of a 
split doubleheader Tuesday night. 
 
Left-hander Rich Hill held the Cubs to three hits over six innings in his first start since coming off the 10-
day disabled list. 
 
Cubs starter Mike Montgomery limited the Dodgers to five hits in six innings. But Montgomery issued 
four walks, including a free pass to Cody Bellinger that set up an RBI single by Austin Barnes in the sixth. 
 
Montgomery threw 100 pitches as his ERA in five starts is 1.21. 
 
The Cubs added reliever Justin Hancock as the 26th player for the second game. 
 
Javier Baez made his first start since getting hit on the left elbow by a pitch in Sunday’s 5-0 loss to the 
Cardinals. Baez drew an intentional walk prior to Almora’s game-winning hit. 
 
-- 
 



 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs reliever Luke Farrell could be in the mix to start Saturday against Reds  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Tuesday’s split doubleheader forces the Cubs to find a starting pitcher for their Saturday game against 
the Reds in Cincinnati. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon said he and his staff haven’t decided who will start that game, but right-hander 
Luke Farrell could be under consideration. 
 
Farrell hasn’t pitched more than two innings in any of his last four appearances. But on June 2, he tossed 
five scoreless innings against the Mets in a 7-1, 14-inning victory, allowing two hits and two walks while 
striking out seven. 
 
Farrell was 0-2 with a 4.94 ERA in five starts with Triple-A Iowa but has only one major-league start to 
his credit: In his big-league debut with the Royals on July 1, 2017, he allowed five earned runs in 2 2/3 
innings against the Twins. 
 
He said he likes to incorporate a fourth pitch — a curve — when he starts. 
 
“It’s certainly something I’m accustomed to,” said Farrell, who has a 3.63 ERA in 12 appearances with 
the Cubs. 
 
Iowa pitcher Adbert Alzolay is out of the season with a lat injury. Jen-Ho Tseng, who allowed three runs 
on four hits in two innings for the Cubs on May 8, is 2-7 with an 8.21 ERA in 13 starts at Iowa. 
 
Other candidates include Iowa pitchers Alec Mills (3-6, 4.39) and Duane Underwood Jr. (3-6, 4.50). 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon no fan of split doubleheaders: 'I don’t think it's a good idea' 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
There are plenty of empty seats at Wrigley Field for Tuesday’s first game of a split doubleheader 
between the Cubs and Dodgers, and Cubs manager Joe Maddon sympathizes with fans who are upset 
they can’t attend the rescheduled game, albeit for a different reason. 
 
“My only complaint is the split doubleheader,” Maddon said. “I don’t like it. I don’t think it’s a good idea. 
To be here for a noon game and then a 7 o’clock game, that’s wrong. I don’t think there’s one player, 
manager, coach who thinks it’s a good idea.” 
 
Tuesday’s first game was added after Monday night’s game was postponed because of forecasted 
inclement weather, as well as three banks of lights that were out but have since been fixed. 
 
“I’m not opposed to the doubleheader, but just play it concurrently,” Maddon said. “That gives the body 
a break. That permits us to have a more reasonable day, whereas guys are going to be here from 9 a.m. 
to probably midnight with the day game (Wednesday). 
 



 
“I’m not crying. It’s just true. So it works for both sides. The Dodgers have to do the same thing. I’m not 
just talking about us. I’d just prefer a different method over the split doubleheader to appease when the 
game was rained out like it was last night.” 
The split doubleheader allows home teams to maximize their full gate receipts as well as clean the 
ballpark between games. Some teams, such as the White Sox, have played straight doubleheaders that 
Maddon prefers. 
 
Ticket holders to Monday’s postponement had the option of using their ticket for Tuesday’s first game 
or exchanging their ticket for another 2018 regular season home game, subject to availability, by noon. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Dodgers rally in 9th for 4-3 win over Cubs in Game 1 of split doubleheader  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Pinch-hitter Kyle Farmer hit a two-run double off left-hander Justin Wilson with two outs in the ninth 
inning to give the Dodgers a 4-3 win Tuesday over the Cubs in the first game of a split doubleheader at 
Wrigley Field. 
 
Wilson, handling the closer duties in place of Brandon Morrow, struck out Yasmani Grandal with runners 
at first and second base for the second out. 
 
Grandal was ejected for arguing the third strike call, but Farmer pulled a 2-2 pitch past a diving Kris 
Bryant at third to score Austin Barnes and Justin Turner. That snapped a streak of 11 1/3 scoreless 
innings by Wilson. 
 
Morrow, who has converted 16 of 17 save chances, has pitched only once since June 7. 
 
The Cubs took a 3-2 lead on RBI hits by Bryant and Anthony Rizzo. 
 
Bryant pulled a 3-2 pitch off Kenta Maeda down the left field line as it bounced into the seats for a two-
run double in the second. Rizzo poked an opposite field single to left off Adam Liberatore to score Jason 
Heyward in the fourth. 
 
Joc Pederson hit Tyler Chatwood’s second pitch of the game for a home run. Chatwood walked five but 
limited the Dodgers to one run over five innings and 101 pitches. 
 
Dodgers left fielder Matt Kemp and manager Dave Roberts were ejected for arguing a called-third strike 
on Kemp to end the fifth. 
 
Javier Baez was inserted at second base as part of a double switch in the seventh. Baez is likely to start 
the second game against left-hander Rich Hill. 
 
“I think it’s reasonable, based on what I’m hearing,” manager Joe Maddon said before the game. 
 
Also, Yu Darvish’s simulated game has been moved back to Wednesday. 
 
Left-hander Rob Zastryzny arrived from Triple-A Iowa and is available. Zastryzny takes the roster spot of 
Brian Duensing, who was placed on the bereavement list. 
 



 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Mike Montgomery continues to make rotation case during Cubs’ twinbill split  
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
Mike Montgomery or Tyler Chatwood? 
 
The Cubs won’t go near that question, and they might have plenty of time — and options — to avoid it 
altogether. 
 
But when Chatwood and Montgomery each started a game in Tuesday’s doubleheader against the 
Dodgers, one of the Cubs Twitter’s favorite questions played out front and center during a very long day 
of baseball at Wrigley Field. 
 
Neither pitcher got the decision during a twinbill the teams split. Albert Almora Jr. drove home Kris 
Bryant from third with a walk-off single to right in the 10th inning for a 2-1 victory in the second game. 
The Cubs blew a one-run lead in the ninth inning in a 4-3 loss in the opener. 
 
And neither pitcher was spectacular. 
 
But after Montgomery got through a shaky start — one earned run in six innings — in the nightcap, the 
calls to leave him in the rotation when Yu Darvish returns from a triceps injury only got louder. 
 
After retiring nine of his last 11, the left-hander has a 1.21 ERA in his five starts. He hasn’t pitched less 
than 5⅔ innings (that was in his first one) or allowed more than one run in any of them. 
 
“We’ll just wait till everybody’s well, and then we’ll make our decision,” said manager Joe Maddon, who 
said a six-man rotation for a stretch in the second-half is an option. “But honestly I have not even 
thought about it for a second. First of all, you’ve got to get Yu well to even be worried about something 
like that.” 
 
Over the weekend, general manager Jed Hoyer suggested Montgomery could pitch his way into a 
longer-term starting role this year and said the club would use “common sense” once everybody is 
healthy again. 
 
Meanwhile, as Montgomery racks up quality starts, Chatwood racks up high pitch counts and walks. He 
had five more walks Tuesday, extending his major-league high to 63 in 68⅓ innings this season. 
 
Chatwood also has six starts in which he has pitched around traffic well enough to allow one or zero 
runs. 
 
“I joke with him that he feels like he needs people on base to like get after it a little bit,” catcher Chris 
Gimenez said. “I’m like, ‘It’s OK to not have anybody on base to do that, too.’ ” 
 
Gimenez said Chatwood’s dealing with “a lot of emotions” as he and his wife near the birth of their first 
child. 
 
Darvish sim game pushed to Wednesday 
 



 
Because of the long day Tuesday created by Monday’s rainout, Darvish (triceps) had his simulated 
game/live batting practice session pushed back to Wednesday morning. 
 
Maddon said that once the medical staff evaluates how he fares into Thursday, the Cubs will plan the 
next step in his rehab. 
 
That could mean sending Darvish out on a minor-league rehab assignment next, but it seems more likely 
he would have at least one more throwing session before that. 
 
Darvish 2019 homecoming 
 
The Cubs reportedly will open the 2019 season against Darvish’s former team, the Rangers, on March 28 
at Texas, according to a tentative scheduled expected to be announced late this season. 
 
It would be the Cubs’ second interleague opener in four years. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Payback’s a split: Albert Almora Jr. gets ‘revenge’ on walkoff for Cubs in 10th  
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
The Dodgers walked Jason Heyward in front of Cubs center fielder Albert Almora Jr. in a one-run game 
with one out in the eighth inning of Tuesday’s doubleheader opener with two men in scoring position. 
 
Almora popped up for the second out. The Cubs came away empty – then lost 4-3 when Justin Wilson 
blew the lead in the ninth. 
 
So when the Dodgers walked Javy Baez in front of Almora in the 10th inning of the nightcap, with Kris 
Bryant at third base? 
 
“It was personal for me,” he said. “I learned from my mistakes and didn’t try to do too much. But I really 
wanted that one pretty bad.” 
 
Almora lined Brock Stewart’s 2-0 pitch through the right side of the infield for the 2-1, walkoff win that 
gave the Cubs a split in the tightly played doubleheader between two of the favorites for the National 
League pennant. 
 
“Both teams are playoff tested and they know what it feels like to be in games like that tonight,” Cubs 
manager Joe Maddon said. “It was kind of obvious to me from the dugout.” 
 
Ex-Cub Rich Hill, activated from the DL (blisters) between games to start nightcap for the Dodgers, held 
the Cubs to three hits in six scoreless innings before Kyle Schwarber homered off Erik Goeddel in the 
seventh to tie it. 
 
That’s where it stayed until Bryant led off the 10th with a triple into the corner, setting the stage for 
Dodger manager Dave Roberts’ counter-intuitive move of walking the strikeout-prone Baez to get to 
Almora, the contact hitter with a .325 average. 
 
“I have no idea what the strategy was, but I loved Albert in that moment,” Maddon said. 
 



 
Not more than Albert loved Albert in that moment. 
 
“It was just a little bit of revenge for the first game,” Almora said. “Obviously Javy’s a scary hitter. Scarier 
than I am, so … 
 
“But I just wanted to get it done,” he said. “I wanted to do it myself, honestly, just because it’s a little 
payback from the first game.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Sneezes, hot tubs and now pants: Add Brandon Morrow’s injury to Cubs’ odd list  
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
Put this one right up there with Sammy Sosa’s sneeze, Mike Remlinger’s recliner and Kerry Wood’s hot 
tub. 
 
“I was taking my pants off,” Cubs closer Brandon Morrow said. 
 
To the vast annals of “Cubbie Occurrence” injuries, add Morrow’s clothing-induced back spasms 
suffered Monday morning after the team’s return in the wee hours from its late-night game in St. Louis. 
 
“Just undressing at my house,” he said. “Like 3 a.m., in the closet, got my right leg off. Left one just felt 
like a spasm in my back.” 
 
For a team jockeying for first place in a season of big plans for October, Morrow’s injury is no laughing 
matter. It might have cost the Cubs a game Tuesday afternoon when replacement closer Justin Wilson 
blew a ninth-inning lead in a 4-3 loss to the Dodgers in the opener of a day-night doubleheader. 
 
And it is unclear whether it will cost the likely All-Star a turn on the 10-day disabled list. Morrow’s status 
is day-to-day as the medical staff takes a “kitchen sink” approach with different methods to loosen the 
knot, he said. 
 
“I’m hoping that since it’s not like a trauma-induced spasm — like I wasn’t throwing a pitch or lifting 
something or twisting — that once the muscle relaxes it should be OK,” the veteran right-hander said. 
“It’s very localized. It’s not like it’s spreading out and stuff.” 
 
He wouldn’t be the first Cub to land on the DL with a non-baseball malady. Sosa’s famous sneeze in the 
clubhouse in 2004 caused a back spasm that put him on the DL. The following year, Remlinger broke his 
pinky finger when it got caught between two recliners at the clubhouse. 
 
Wood missed the start of spring training in 2007 after bruising his chest slipping in the hot tub. 
 
His injury was the first of several incidents that led to former manager Lou Piniella coining the term 
“Cubbie Occurrence.” 
 
“It’s frustrating any time you can’t get out there,” Morrow said, “especially when you can’t go because 
of something stupid like taking your pants off.” 
 
To keep the Dodgers from finding out, the team didn’t divulge the injury to the media before the game. 
 



 
When the Cubs took a 3-2 lead to the ninth with the top of the Dodgers order due up, manager Joe 
Maddon went to the lefty Wilson, the former Tigers closer, sending social media into a head-scratching 
fit. 
 
Wilson, who struggled with command last year since being acquired in a trade and again early this 
season, walked the leadoff hitter and gave up a one-out single to Justin Turner. 
 
After Yasmani Grandal struck out looking — then got ejected for arguing — pinch-hitter Kyle Farmer 
drove a 2-2 pitch past a diving Kris Bryant and into the left-field corner for the go-ahead, two-run 
double. 
 
“Obviously, you would love to have your full complement of guys out there, but we also feel very 
strongly about other guys,” said catcher Chris Gimenez, who added he’d call the same inside cutter to 
Farmer “10 times out of 10” and was fine with the execution. 
 
“Justin’s been out there as a closer for a long time, too,” Gimenez said. “And if it wasn’t for a quarter- 
inch here or there, we’d be laughing about it right now.” 
 
It was one of the toughest losses of the season for the Cubs, who were in first place in the NL Central by 
percentage points when the day started. 
 
“That one was a tough one to swallow,” said Bryant, who said he thought he should have been able to at 
least knock Farmer’s hit down. “But we’re pretty good at bouncing back, and we’ll be all right.” 
 
The bigger loss, if the injury lingers, would be Morrow, who was forced to watch the ninth inning from 
the clubhouse. 
 
“Getting hurt any time’s frustrating,” Morrow said, “but when it’s not related to throwing a baseball it’s 
even that much more frustrating.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Joe Maddon: Day-night schedule for doubleheader ‘wrong’ 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
The Cubs have been through enough delays and postponements this year that they tend these days to 
casually let the rain roll off their backs and wait for the makeup game. 
 
“All of that is just part of the game,” manager Joe Maddon said an hour or two before the noon start of 
Tuesday’s postponement-caused doubleheader. 
 
But 15 hours at the ballpark just ahead of a day game Wednesday is another matter, he said. 
 
“My only complaint is the split doubleheader. I don’t like it,” Maddon said. “I don’t think it’s a good idea 
to be here for a noon game and then another 7 o’clock game; I think that’s wrong. I don’t think there’s 
one player, manager or coach that thinks that’s a good idea. 
 
“I’m not opposed to the doubleheader,” he added. “But just play concurrently. That gives the body a 
break. That permits us to have a more reasonable day, whereas guys are going to be here from 9 o’clock 
in the morning till probably midnight with a day game tomorrow.” 



 
 
Of course, accommodating 80,000 separate tickets for the two games is the logistical issue that requires 
the split schedule. But it seems reasonable to think the start times could be moved closer – even 
significantly closer – than seven hours apart. 
 
“And again, I’m not crying,” Maddon said. “It’s just true. It’s tough to do.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs blow 9th-inning lead; closer Brandon Morrow out due to back tightness  
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
Pinch-hitter Kyle Farmer’s two-out, two-double into the left-field corner in the ninth inning off the Cubs’ 
Justin Wilson lifted the Dodgers to a 4-3 victory over the Cubs in the opener of a day-night doubleheader 
Tuesday at Wrigley Field. 
 
That’s not a typo. 
 
Wilson inexplicably got the call from the bullpen in a 3-2 game to start the ninth instead of closer 
Brandon Morrow — the All-Star candidate who has pitched just once since June 7. 
 
After the game, manager Joe Maddon said Morrow experienced back tightness on Monday. 
 
“We wanted to be very precautionary,” Maddon said. 
 
Morrow’s status is day-to-day. He won’t be available for the second game on Tuesday. 
 
Morrow, who has 16 saves in 17 chances and a 1.59 ERA, earned the save in Saturday’s victory St. Louis, 
despite command issues after the long layoff. 
 
Maddon said Morrow didn’t complain about anything when he pitched over the weekend and that he 
thought Morrow looked OK during that outing. 
 
The Cubs led 3-2 when Wilson walked pinch-hitter Austin Barnes to lead off the ninth. One out later, 
Justin Turner singled to center. 
 
Wilson then struck out Yasmani Grandal on a called third strike. 
 
After Grandal argued the call vehemently enough to get ejected, Farmer then came off the bench and 
delivered the game-winner on a 2-2 pitch. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Simulated game pushed back a day as rehab assignment looms for Cubs’ Yu Darvish 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
As expected, Yu Darvish’s simulated game/live batting practice session was pushed back a day because 
of the rainout that created a day-night doubleheader Tuesday. 
 



 
The bigger question involves whether Darvish, who has been sidelined the last four weeks with a triceps 
injury, could be ready a minor-league rehab start as his next step, barring a setback with Wednesday’s 
session. 
 
“We’ll wait until the next day and ready how he’s feeling and then make the next part of the plan,” 
manager Joe Maddon said. “We’re really taking this piece by piece. It’s not etched in anything. It’s not 
even written in pencil.” 
 
Given how well the Cubs are playing since Darvish went on the disabled last month and how big their 
plans are for the stretch run and October, they seem more likely to give the $126 million starter extra 
time, if anything. 
 
That likely would mean at last one more simulated game. 
 
“If we do this right, right now, we’re going to benefit in the latter part of the season,” Maddon said. “It’s 
June. I want us to be really, really good in August and September. I want us to be really good. I want us 
to be fresh. I want us to be playing the game as good as we possibly can play the game and have 
everybody available. 
 
“So the last two months to me is gold – and then after that what happens in the postseason, of course.” 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Montgomery strong again, Almora walks off in 10th as Cubs split DH  
By Bruce Miles 
 
A few weeks ago, Mike Montgomery was sitting in the bullpen, biding his time for a chance to start for 
the Cubs. 
 
Although Jon Lester is the ace of the staff, Montgomery has vaulted himself into a position of being the 
second-best starter on the team. 
 
And he has more than stated his case for a permanent spot in the rotation. 
 
The Cubs needed Montgomery to go deep Tuesday night in the second game of a day-night 
doubleheader at Wrigley Field after a tough 4-3 loss in the afternoon. 
 
Montgomery gave the Cubs 6 innings of 1-run ball and left trailing 1-0 until Kyle Schwarber's game-tying 
homer in the bottom of the seventh inning. 
 
Kris Bryant opened the bottom of the 10th inning with a triple to right field off Brock Stewart. Javier 
Baez was intentionally walked. Albert Almora Jr. singled to right, scoring Bryant and giving the Cubs a 2-1 
win and a split. 
 
In 5 starts since replacing the injured Yu Darvish in the rotation on May 28, Montgomery has a 1.21 ERA. 
Darvish is still a ways from returning, but when he does come off the disabled list the Cubs will have an 
interesting decision to make. 
 



 
"He's pitching really well," said manager Joe Maddon, whose team is 41-29. "We'll wait until everybody's 
well, and we'll make our decision. The other thing about Monty to understand is how many innings has 
he pitched historically? And you've got to be careful with that, too. 
 
"It's a big-picture thing. You wait, you wait, you wait and make your best call. I just want him to continue 
to make start after start like this. Keep pitching like you want to remain in the rotation. It's a beautiful 
thing." 
 
Players often say such decisions are out of their hands, but Montgomery is using his left hand to tighten 
a grip on a permanent spot. 
 
"I pitch well, good things happen," he said. "I've always thought that. Opportunities, you've just got to 
make the most of them. With this team, we've got a lot of good players. I'm just going to stick to 
throwing the ball well and staying in my routine and then take it for that." 
 
The doubleheader provided a good juxtaposition. Tyler Chatwood started in Game 1, and he threw 101 
pitches in his 5 innings, walking five. In 68 innings pitched this season, Chatwood has walked 63. 
 
"I felt good," he said. "Anytime you can keep your team in the game and leave with a lead, you've been 
successful. Obviously you want to go deeper in the game, but for the most part I feel like I did all right. 
 
"Just try to get quicker outs. There's been a lot of deep counts. Just try to get quicker outs, I guess. Like I 
said three starts ago, it might not have been pretty, but I felt good. Same thing today. I was able to mix 
up a little more, and I think it’s something to build on." 
 
The Dodgers got a run in the first when Joc Pederson led off with a home run to right field. The Cubs 
went ahead 2-1 in the bottom of the second on a bases-loaded 2-run double by Bryant against Kenta 
Maeda. They added a run in the fourth on an RBI single by Anthony Rizzo. 
 
With closer Brandon Morrow unavailable because of back spasms, Maddon juggled his bullpen, going 
with Steve Cishek, Randy Rosario and Pedro Strop before turning to Justin Wilson in the ninth. 
 
The Dodgers made it a 3-2 game in the sixth. Chris Taylor tripled with one out. Yasiel Puig's popup to 
center then fell among several Cubs for an RBI double. 
 
Wilson gave up a leadoff walk in the ninth, and a one-out single by Justin Turner put runners on first and 
second. Yasmani Grandal was called out on strikes and ejected for arguing with plate umpire Tripp 
Gibson. 
 
Pinch hitter Kyle Farmer then doubled down the left-field line to score both runners. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Rozner: Chicago Cubs' Montgomery continues making his case  
By Barry Rozner 
 
Any minute now, Tyler Chatwood is going to be declared a public-health risk. 
 
Seriously, at 64 years old, Joe Maddon ought not be stressed the way Chatwood stresses him. 
 



 
Pitching coach Jim Hickey is going to wake up screaming at night. 
 
Chicago Cubs fans have put beer vendors on retainer. 
 
And never mind the Dodgers' Chris Taylor, who received Chatwood's third pitch of the fourth inning in 
his helmet. 
 
If you lost track of his pitch count at that point, well, it's understandable. Chatwood was at 56 after 2 
innings at Wrigley Field Tuesday in Game 1, and that's about when your vision starts to blur. 
 
Yeah, it's fair to wonder whether it's harder to watch Chatwood throw a baseball game or watch him 
throw a baseball at your head. 
 
Regret can also be painful, and Theo Epstein has to be wondering about the $38 million over three years 
he gave Chatwood in free agency. 
 
In fairness, there's lot of time left on that deal, more than enough time to justify the dollars and make 
the signing look wise. 
 
But there's no pretending 14 starts into his Cubs career -- which is about half a season using today's 
underwhelming math -- that Chatwood's been easy on the eyes. 
 
After another 5-inning, 101-pitch outing Tuesday, a no-decision in a 4-3 loss that again stressed the 
bullpen, Chatwood is 3-5 with a 3.95 ERA, a mind-boggling 1.73 WHIP, a league-leading 63 walks in 68 
innings, a 4.77 FIP, and he hasn't thrown more than 5⅓ innings in eight weeks. 
 
The Cubs, however, insist that Chatwood is "getting closer" each time out. 
 
"He threw the ball well," Maddon said. "But he had a high pitch count again." 
 
The Cubs needed four relievers to get through the next four innings, something they have to expect now 
every time Chatwood pitches. 
 
"I felt good. It's something to build on," he said. "Any time you can keep your team in the game and 
leave with the lead, that's good. 
 
"Everyone wants to go 7 (innings) every time. It's not easy." 
 
And all this time it seemed the goal was to go 9 innings, but those days are dead and buried, and 5 
innings with 2 hits, 5 walks, 6 strikeouts and only a single earned run is apparently acceptable, even if it 
means running through your bullpen every start. 
 
That's a bad recipe, but as of this moment the Cubs have no decision to make. Yu Darvish is weeks away 
from returning to a major-league mound, and at that point management will have to make a call on 
Mike Montgomery, who continued his strong stretch in the rotation Tuesday night in Game 2. 
 
Montgomery wasn't as sharp as he has been, but he gave up just a run in 6 innings on 5 hits and an 
uncharacteristic 4 walks with 5 strikeouts, after only 3 walks in his previous 23⅔ innings. 
 
In these 5 starts since being added to the rotation, Montgomery has posted a 1.22 ERA and 0.84 WHIP, 
though his peripherals are not nearly as strong. 



 
 
Still, Montgomery must have wondered about the blackout Monday night, which led to Tuesday's split 
doubleheader and the contrast between Chatwood in Game 1 and Montgomery in Game 2. 
 
He's been pitching for a rotation spot for two years, and now Montgomery is making that decision a 
little more complicated if the Cubs reach a point where they have six healthy starters. 
 
Nothing says they can't use six for a while, but you can hardly send Chatwood to the bullpen when he's 
had so much trouble throwing strikes, so if they go back to five it's more likely that Montgomery heads 
back into a role where Maddon can use him as a swing guy, long man and even late in games. 
 
In the meantime, he's making the call tougher for the Cubs, and they're not crazy. 
 
If he keeps up this pace, how can they do it to him again? 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Back spasms sideline Chicago Cubs closer Morrow  
By Bruce Miles 
 
It's been quite the rough stretch for Chicago Cubs closer Brandon Morrow. 
 
He went from June 7-16 between appearances because he was battling what the Cubs said was 
"fatigue." 
 
Maybe it was a different kind of fatigue that caused his latest malady: back spasms. Morrow was unable 
to close the first game of Tuesday's day-night doubleheader, a 4-3 loss to the Los Angeles Dodgers at 
Wrigley Field. 
 
The ailment occurred in the wee hours of Monday morning following Sunday Night Baseball in St. Louis. 
 
"I had a spasm early yesterday morning after we got back in, just undressing at my house," he said. "So 
I'm hoping since it's not like a trauma-induced spasm, like I wasn't throwing a pitch or lifting something, 
twisting or doing anything, once the muscles relax then it should be OK." 
 
Morrow was even willing to get specific about the injury. 
 
"Taking my pants off, yesterday morning after we got back in, like 3 a.m.," he said. 
 
The Cubs went with Justin Wilson to close Game 1, and he was charged with a blown save and a loss, as 
he gave up a 2-run double to pinch hitter Kyle Farmer with two outs in the top of the ninth inning to 
complete a Dodgers rally. 
 
Not a fan of day-night: 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon was no fan of the 3:05 p.m. gametime starts the Cubs used to feature on 
several Fridays and Saturdays when he got to town in 2015. 
 
That changed, as most were done away with. 
 



 
What's likely not to change are the revenue-producing day-night doubleheaders, such as Tuesday's at 
Wrigley Field. 
 
But Maddon liked that no better than he liked the 3:05 starts. 
 
Tuesday's day-night doubleheader with the Dodgers came about because Monday night's scheduled 
game was called off after rain and a power failure that knocked out most of the stadium lights on the 
first-base side. 
 
Wednesday is another day game, beginning at 1:20 p.m. 
 
"My only complaint is the split doubleheader," Maddon said. "I don't like it. I don't think it's a good idea 
to be here for a noon game and then another 7 o'clock game. I think that's wrong. I don't think there's 
one player, manager, coach who thinks it's a good idea. I'm not opposed to a doubleheader, but just 
play it concurrently. 
 
"Again, not crying. It's just true. It's tough to do. It works for both sides." 
 
One more day for Yu: 
Pitcher Yu Darvish had his simulated game moved from Tuesday to Wednesday as he continues his slow 
recovery from right-triceps tendinitis. 
 
The Cubs will evaluate Darvish after that and determine if he will throw another sim game or go out on a 
minor-league rehab assignment. Darvish has been on the 10-day disabled list, effective May 23. 
 
Help wanted for Saturday: 
Because the Cubs used starting pitchers Tyler Chatwood and Mike Montgomery on Tuesday, they'll need 
another starter for Saturday's game at Cincinnati. 
 
"We haven't decided on who that's going to be yet, but that was part of the discussion last night, 
knowing that this may happen either today or tomorrow," said Joe Maddon. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Best offseason move the Cubs never made: trading Mike Montgomery  
By Patrick Mooney 
 
Cubs ace Jon Lester broke down Mike Montgomery’s position with brutal honesty and the perspective 
from having three World Series rings, a $155 million contract and 11-plus years of big-league service 
time. 
 
“Any other team, he’d be a starter,” Lester said. “And that’s a good thing to have. You feel like you get 
screwed, but at the same time, yeah, you can go pitch for Baltimore and suck and still have the same 
ERA and be 2-7, you know what I mean? 
 
“It’s a byproduct of being on a good team. You have guys who can go and fill and plug in and do a job 
and fill that void to get that guy back.” 
 



 
Montgomery knows the score. Rather than being, say, one of the other guys in a hypothetical 
blockbuster Manny Machado deal with the Orioles, the lefty swingman is now on a short list of MVPs for 
this Cubs team so far, smoothing over what could have become a very awkward situation. 
 
The day after the Los Angeles Dodgers won the 2017 National League pennant — and ended the Cubs’ 
2016 victory tour — president of baseball operations Theo Epstein sat through his exit press conference 
inside a Wrigley Field stadium club. 
 
Epstein listened to a question about Montgomery’s future, expecting the Cubs would have to replace 40 
percent of the rotation, knowing the farm system had zero starting pitching prospects on the horizon 
and sounding very open to the idea of trading one of their young big-league hitters. 
 
“In a typical Mike Montgomery year, he’ll probably come to spring training as a starter, stretch out as a 
starter,” Epstein said last October. “Barring something unusual in spring training, like extreme 
performance or injuries somewhere, he’ll probably start the year in the bullpen and he’ll pitch well out 
of the bullpen, the way he did this year. 
 
“And then at the end of the regular season, when you look up, he’ll have somewhere between 10 and 20 
starts. And you’ll say: ‘Wow, Mike Montgomery was really valuable this year.’” 
 
The Cubs are already saying it now in the middle of June. This should be considered an extreme 
performance. Five starts into his temporary gig, Montgomery is pitching like someone who won’t be 
leaving the rotation whenever Yu Darvish is activated from the disabled list. Tuesday’s day/night 
doubleheader split against the Dodgers highlighted the contrasts. 
 
Where Tyler Chatwood again struggled with his command in Game 1, leaving the bullpen to cover four 
innings during a one-run loss to the Dodgers, Montgomery kept the Cubs in Game 2, allowing them to 
outlast Rich Hill and celebrate a 2-1 walk-off win in the 10th inning. 
 
“I pitch well, good things happen,” Montgomery said. “I’ve always thought that. Opportunities, you’ve 
just got to make the most of ‘em. This team, we got a lot of good players here, so I’m just going to stick 
to my routine and then take it from there.” 
 
Props to Montgomery for speaking his mind, staying ready and backing it up with results. This is not 
someone who’s content with living off the 10th inning in Game 7. 
 
During an offseason that saw the Cubs invest $126 million in Darvish and give Chatwood a three-year, 
$38 million contract, Montgomery made it known he wanted the chance to start, without completely 
crossing over into trade-demand territory. By the time pitchers and catchers reported to spring training, 
Montgomery made it sound like he just wanted better communication from the front office and the 
coaching staff, so he could have a better chance at preserving his left arm and protecting his career 
interests. 
 
Montgomery wasn’t perfect Tuesday night, but he’s already shown enough composure to get the final 
out in the 2016 World Series and figured out a way to finish six innings in this one. Montgomery escaped 
a bases-loaded, no-outs jam in the second inning and worked around four walks and five hits. The 
Dodgers scored their only run against Montgomery when Austin Barnes knocked a two-out RBI single 
past diving shortstop Addison Russell in the sixth inning. 
 
Montgomery is the first Cub since at least 1908 to allow one run or fewer while pitching at least five 
innings in the first five starts of a season. The Cubs have won four of those five games, with 



 
Montgomery allowing only four runs in 29 2/3 innings. General manager Jed Hoyer has said the Cubs will 
use “common sense” when it comes to lining up Montgomery and the rest of the rotation. 
 
“We’ll just wait until everybody’s well and then we’ll make our decision,” manager Joe Maddon said. 
“The other thing about Monty to understand is how many innings has he pitched historically and you got 
to be careful with that, too. It’s a big-picture thing. You wait, you wait, you wait, then you make your 
best call. I just want him to continue to take start after start like this. Keep pitching like you want to 
remain in the rotation. Beautiful thing.” 
 
Montgomery accounted for 130-plus innings last season and — like basically all of his teammates — 
looked worn out by the end of the playoffs (16.62 ERA in five appearances). Chatwood has a 3.95 ERA 
through 14 starts and an unsustainable walk rate (63 in 68.1 innings). The Cubs are in the middle of a 17-
games-in-17-days stretch and already bracing for 23 straight days with a game between Aug. 21 and 
Sept. 12. 
 
“It’s also prudent to think about a six-man [rotation] in the second half when you start getting a little bit 
tired,” Maddon said. “What he’s doing right now is just setting us up for the rest of the year, setting 
himself up for the rest of the year. But, honestly, I have not even thought about that for a second. First, 
you got to get Yu well to even be worried about something like that.” 
 
The Cubs are 41-29 and a half-game behind the Milwaukee Brewers in the division because they keep 
getting contributions from all over the roster. Kris Bryant led off the 10th inning by drilling a triple into 
the right-field corner off 26th man Brock Stewart and scored on Albert Almora Jr.’s walk-off single, 
salvaging a doubleheader that will be mostly remembered for Brandon Morrow’s wardrobe malfunction. 
The Cubs closer was unavailable after injuring his back while taking his pants off early Monday morning, 
leading to a ninth-inning Game 1 meltdown. 
 
Montgomery is sticking with that next-man-up, start-to-start mentality. It’s better than pitching in 
Baltimore. 
 
“Keep learning,” Montgomery said. “It’s good to just really be a part of a team like this, and be a part 
that helps the team win. For me, I love that challenge. I love being in that spot where I play an important 
role.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Keep your pants on: Why Brandon Morrow didn’t pitch the ninth inning  
By Patrick Mooney 
 
Lou Piniella gets credit for “Cubbie occurrence,” the shorthand description of all the wacky things that 
happen to a franchise that goes 108 years between World Series titles. The Cubs are no longer the 
Lovable Losers, but there are still days that conjure Wrigleyville at its weirdest. 
 
This was the perfect storm, from the Los Angeles Dodgers team that blew away the Cubs during last 
year’s NLCS to the strange circumstances surrounding Tuesday’s day/night doubleheader to the 
constant second-guessing of Joe Maddon, who did what Piniella could not and can still sense the haters 
on Twitter. 
 
Maddon might be the only manager in Major League Baseball who could fuel those ninth-inning 
conspiracy theories on social media. Maybe The Geek Department knows something about that part of 



 
the Dodgers lineup. Using Justin Wilson could be a mental skills boost that lines up the bullpen for Game 
2. Perhaps Brandon Morrow needed what Maddon likes to call a “spa day,” even though the Cubs closer 
has pitched only once in the past 12 days. 
 
Needless to say, this was nowhere near the range of possibilities when a small group of reporters 
approached Morrow at his locker inside the Wrigley Field clubhouse after a 4-3 loss to ask why he was 
unavailable, beyond Maddon’s stiff-back explanation. This will be filed somewhere near Sammy Sosa 
hurting his lower back while sneezing, Carlos Zambrano feeling cramping in his right arm after too much 
computer time and Big Z saying he injured his neck from the way he watched TV in bed. 
 
“Just undressing at my house,” Morrow said. “Taking my pants off yesterday morning after we got back 
in at like 3 a.m. Just in the closet, got my right leg off. Left one, just felt like a spasm in my back.” 
 
For context: The Cubs played the Sunday night ESPN game in St. Louis, and Morrow is a stand-up dude 
who answers questions honestly. The Cubs were forced to schedule a doubleheader because of the 
unpredictable Chicago weather … and because a Monday night power outage shut down the lights 
above the right-field line. Only the Cubs and the Chicago media could come together for a 14-minute 
press conference to explain why a game got postponed. 
 
By the ninth inning Tuesday afternoon, the same Cubs PR official showed up in the press box and started 
handing out copies of the press release saying the team had received more than 5,000 emails and phone 
calls after a ticket exchange announced that morning, which came attached to a noon deadline. The 
statement said: “Fans do not have to send or call with multiple requests as we are making progress to 
respond to each inquiry” from “those that reached out prior to first pitch.” 
 
With all due respect — as Maddon likes to quote “Talladega Nights” — no one is buying tickets to watch 
Wilson in the ninth inning. Though Wilson did save 13 games for the Detroit Tigers last season, the Cubs 
didn’t put the lefty reliever on their NLCS roster after a rough post-trade-deadline transition to pitching 
in Chicago. 
 
This is the kind of scenario the Cubs had in mind when they gave Morrow the closer’s job and a two-
year, $21 million contract after his breakout performance with the Dodgers during the 2017 playoffs: 
protect a one-run, ninth-inning lead against a team they might see again in October. 
 
“It’s one of those things I don’t want to tell you guys before the game,” Maddon said, “because then 
you’re going to tell the other side and then I have no advantage whatsoever.” 
 
Instead, with a light mist hovering above the field and rows of empty seats throughout the old stadium, 
Wilson walked leadoff batter Austin Barnes and gave up a line-drive single to 2017 NLCS co-MVP Justin 
Turner. Wilson watched as pinch-hitter Kyle Farmer smashed a ball past diving third baseman Kris Bryant 
for a two-out, two-strike, two-run double into the left-field corner. 
 
“It’s frustrating any time you can’t get out there, and especially when you can’t go because it’s 
something like taking your pants off,” Morrow said. “Getting hurt any time is frustrating, but when it’s 
not related to throwing a baseball, it’s even that much more frustrating.” 
 
To be fair, Maddon had to maneuver around another five-inning start from Tyler Chatwood, who gave 
up five walks but limited the damage to one run. The summits on situational hitting didn’t translate this 
time, as the Cubs went 2-for-12 with men in scoring position and left 13 runners on base. Wilson had 
been pitching much better — zero runs in 11 1/3 consecutive innings and 25 out of 29 appearances to 
that point — and establishing himself in Maddon’s circle of trust. 



 
 
“We have plenty of good guys in the bullpen,” Bryant said. “They’ve been really carrying us this year. 
Willy’s been great. It was really just one pitch and even a pitch that I probably could’ve gotten the glove 
on and stopped. I bet if I had another try, I could probably get it. But sometimes that’s how it goes. 
Willy’s been throwing the ball really, really well for us. Nothing to hang our head about.” 
 
What about using a prevent defense that shades Bryant closer to third base? 
 
“I’m not a line-guarder,” Maddon said. “I’ve never been a line-guarder. I don’t believe in it, unless you 
have a really strong inclination that the pitch is going to be thrown and this guy normally hits it there. 
The way Justin pitches and that hitter, we didn’t necessarily just want him to be on the line.” 
 
Good answer, but the Cubs didn’t really have one for when Morrow will be back firing 99-mph fastballs. 
 
“Day to day, I guess,” Morrow said. “I’m hoping that since it’s not like a trauma-induced spasm — I 
wasn’t throwing a pitch or lifting something or twisting or doing anything like that — once the muscles 
relax then I should be OK. It’s very localized. It’s not like spreading out. 
 
“Just see how long it takes.” 
 
Morrow has such a long and varied injury history that he signed a minor-league deal with the Dodgers 
last year and began the season with their Triple-A affiliate. Morrow said the Cubs medical/athletic 
training staff is going with the “kitchen sink” approach to fix his back. 
 
“Everything they got,” Morrow said. “We’re trying everything. Try one thing, see if that works. Try 
another thing, see if that works. We’re trying to loosen muscles in the front, try to release the back, 
doing everything we can. 
 
“It’s gotten less grabby, like when I’m trying to touch my toes and that sort of thing. But it’s pretty 
evident I wasn’t going to be able to pitch when you have a tough time getting your socks on.” 
 
With Morrow, it’s always been about staying healthy because his stuff and makeup are that good. 
Closing at Wrigley Field is not for the faint of heart. So far, Morrow is having an All-Star-level season — 
16-for-17 in save chances this season with a 1.59 ERA and 25 strikeouts in 22 2/3 innings. 
 
“I sometimes equate it to like opening day or guys hitting on their birthday,” Morrow said. “It’s just like 
there’s that extra little concentration from the hitter. They just seem like a little more locked in. Their 
zone tightens up a little bit where maybe in the sixth, seventh, eighth, they’re a little more free-
swinging. But [Wilson’s] been throwing the ball really, really good as of late. And I thought he made 
some pitches that inning that could have gone either way.” 
 
Not exactly Zambrano going on a “We stinks!” rant after a Carlos Marmol blown save. Or Kevin Gregg 
walking all the way up to the Wrigley Field press box in damage-control mode after apologizing to Theo 
Epstein and Dale Sveum. Or someone playing The Prodigy’s “Smack My Bitch Up” as Aroldis Chapman 
walked off the Wrigley Field mound (in a season that began with his 30-game suspension under MLB’s 
domestic violence policy). But in 2018, this qualifies as a “Cubbie occurrence.” 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Report: Cubs sign top Draft pick Hoerner  



 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
The Cubs have finalized a deal with first-round Draft pick Nico Hoerner, according to a report by MLB 
Network insider Jon Heyman on Wednesday. 
 
Hoerner was close to an agreement with the team last week, but he was busy with final exams at 
Stanford. The Cubs were hopeful that he would soon go to their complex in Mesa, Ariz., for a physical 
and then begin his pro career with short-season Class A Eugene. 
 
Patrick Mooney of The Athletic reported on June 12 that Hoerner's deal with the Cubs was expected to 
be worth slot value, which is $2.724 million for the 24th overall pick. 
 
Hoerner batted .345 in 57 games with Stanford this past season, hitting 17 doubles, six triples and two 
home runs, while driving in 40 runs. A right-handed hitter, the junior from Oakland was named to the 
All-Tournament team in the NCAA Regional. 
 
The Cubs have had success with position players taken in the first round. That list includes Javier Baez 
(2011), Albert Almora Jr. ('12), Kris Bryant ('13), Kyle Schwarber ('14) and Ian Happ ('15), who are all on 
the current Cubs roster. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Almora, Bryant rally Cubs in 10th to split DH  
By Matthew Martell 
 
CHICAGO -- Albert Almora Jr. ripped a walk-off single to right field in the 10th inning to give the Cubs a 
2-1 win and split Tuesday's doubleheader with the Dodgers at Wrigley Field. 
 
Kris Bryant led off the 10th with a triple into the right-field corner off Brock Stewart, and the Dodgers 
intentionally walked Javier Baez to set up the game-winner from Almora. 
 
Almora said he took it "personal" -- the Dodgers had intentionally walked the batter before him to load 
the bases in Game 1 and he popped out to end the eighth inning. The 10th inning of Game 2 gave 
Almora a shot at redemption. 
 
"I really wanted that one pretty bad," Almora said. "I absolutely knew they were going to walk Javy to 
pitch to me. It was just a little bit of revenge from the first game." 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon said he wasn't quite sure why the Dodgers chose to face Almora over Baez, 
who is more prone to strikeouts, with a runner on third and nobody out. 
 
"That's why he was hitting three. Albert makes contact," Maddon said. "The first game, he popped that 
one ball up, but I loved him in that moment. I have no idea what their strategy was but I loved him in 
that moment." 
 
Kyle Schwarber tied the game, 1-1, in the seventh when he crushed a home run to right field off reliever 
Erik Goeddel, who entered Tuesday's game without allowing a run in 19 straight innings -- the longest 
active streak in the Majors. 
 
The homer was Schwarber's 13th of the season, and it had an exit velocity of 101.8 mph and traveled a 
projected 400 feet, according to Statcast™. 



 
 
Mike Montgomery, making his fifth start in place of the injured Yu Darvish, wasn't as sharp as he has 
been but was able to escape trouble for most of the night. The Dodgers got to him in the sixth inning 
when Austin Barnes singled to left to bring home Cody Bellinger, who stole second with two outs to get 
into scoring position. 
 
The Dodgers loaded the bases in the 10th against Justin Hancock -- called up as the Cubs' 26th man for 
the second game of the doubleheader -- before lefty Rob Zastryzny came in and got Yasmani Grandal to 
fly out and end the inning. 
 
"They bring their best against us," Almora said. "To be the best you've got to beat the best." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Baez was making his first start since getting hit on the elbow in Sunday night's game vs. the Cardinals, 
and he wasted little time before flashing some leather. He made a nice backhanded snag on a grounder 
up the middle to end the fifth inning and started a 4-6-3 double play in the eighth. 
 
"He's exciting, there's no question," Maddon said. "We enjoy watching it as much as the fans do. He also 
had really good at-bats." 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
With nobody out and a runner on first in the seventh, Anthony Rizzo made a leaping grab to rob Enrique 
Hernandez of extra bases and tagged the bag with his glove to complete a double play. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"I just wanted to get it done. First of all, I wanted to go home and sleep. I wanted to do it myself just 
because it's a little payback from the first game." -- Almora, on his walk-off hit after spending more than 
12 hours at the ballpark Tuesday 
 
UP NEXT 
Jon Lester will take the mound for the Cubs in the finale of this three-game series. Lester is 4-1 with a 
1.91 ERA over his past five starts, and opponents are hitting .190 against him in that span. Right-hander 
Ross Stripling will start for the Dodgers, with first pitch set for 1:20 p.m. CT from Wrigley Field. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs' bullpen unable to hold off Dodgers in G1 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Cubs manager Joe Maddon has said he'd consider using Justin Wilson in save situations this 
year, but he was pressed into having the left-hander pitch the ninth with a one-run lead on Tuesday 
afternoon because Brandon Morrow was unavailable. It just didn't work out for Wilson and the Cubs. 
 
Pinch-hitter Kyle Farmer smacked a two-run double with two strikes and two outs off Wilson to lift the 
Dodgers to a 4-3 victory over the Cubs in the first game of a split doubleheader at Wrigley Field. 
 
Morrow said he felt back spasms early Monday morning when he was getting undressed at home after 
the Cubs had returned from a night game in St. Louis. 
 



 
"It's frustrating any time you can't get out there, especially when you can't go for something as stupid as 
taking your pants off," Morrow said. "Getting hurt any time is frustrating, but when it's not related to 
throwing a baseball, it's even more frustrating." 
 
Trailing, 3-2, against Wilson in the Dodgers' ninth, pinch-hitter Austin Barnes walked, and one out later, 
Justin Turner singled to center. Yasmani Grandal was called out on strikes and ejected after arguing, the 
third Dodger tossed in the game by home-plate umpire Tripp Gibson. Farmer then lined a double to left 
past a diving Kris Bryant for the game-winner. 
 
"[Wilson] made a great pitch," Cubs catcher Chris Gimenez said. "I'd call that pitch 10 times out of 10 in 
that situation. We would've loved it an inch further in and we'd be laughing. For him, I'd take that pitch 
any day of the week. [Farmer] squeaked it through." 
 
"He's been better -- he's been a lot better," Maddon said of Wilson. "It was just that one walk [to 
Barnes]. [Wilson] really matched up well with that part of the batting order." 
 
Farmer was expecting to face his former teammate, Morrow. 
 
"I thought he'd come in," Farmer said. "I was surprised he didn't." 
 
Bryant had given the Cubs a 2-1 lead with a two-run double in the second and Anthony Rizzo added an 
RBI single in the fourth, but the Cubs missed opportunities, stranding 13. 
 
"We've just got to be able to drive in more runs," Maddon said. "When you look at their left on base, it's 
very similar to ours. It's an industry-wide situational problem. We've got to do better. We had two good 
guys up there in Tommy La Stella and Albert Almora Jr. We liked both of those situations a lot. It just 
didn't work out for us." 
 
Bryant, who began the day with three hits in 26 at-bats over his past seven games, added another 
double in the eighth. The Cubs loaded the bases that inning, but Rizzo flied out to right to end the frame. 
 
Bryant felt he might have gotten Farmer's double. 
 
"[Wilson]'s been great. It was really just one pitch, and even that pitch, I probably could have got the 
glove on it and stopped it," Bryant said. "I bet if I had another try, I could probably get it. Like I said, 
that's sometimes how it goes." 
 
Tyler Chatwood did not get a decision but did strike out six, including Matt Kemp, the National League's 
leading hitter, to end the fifth. Kemp wasn't happy with that call and was ejected, along with Dodgers 
manager Dave Roberts. 
 
Chatwood walked five and now has issued 63 free passes this season over 68 1/3 innings, more in 14 
starts than any Cubs pitcher did all last season. Jon Lester had the most walks in 2017, with 60 over 32 
starts. 
 
"I felt good," Chatwood said. "I think any time you can keep your team in the game and leave with the 
lead, it's successful. Obviously, you want to go deeper in the game." 
 
The split twin bill was necessary because of inclement weather and a light malfunction at Wrigley Field 
on Monday night. 
 



 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Clutch hits: With one out in the second, the Cubs loaded the bases on an opposite-field single by Kyle 
Schwarber, a single by Addison Russell and a walk to Gimenez. Dodgers starter Kenta Maeda struck out 
Chatwood. Bryant, leading off for the third time this season, smacked a 3-2 slider down the left-field line 
for a ground rule double, driving in two. 
 
Bryant said he felt better at the plate. 
 
"I thought I had some really good swings, seeing a bunch of pitches, being a leadoff hitter," said Bryant. 
"Just a way to get back on track. 
 
"Today, it was nice to see a couple of those [pitches] in my zone that I really like to swing at and do 
something with it. Hopefully, there's more mistakes by pitchers, but today it was a good way to get back 
on track." 
 
Welcome back: Perhaps the best news for the Cubs was the return of second baseman Javier Baez, who 
had to leave Sunday's game after he was hit by a pitch on his left elbow. Baez didn't start but was 
inserted as a defensive replacement in the seventh inning. He also singled with one out in the eighth in 
his only at-bat. 
 
SOUND SMART 
Rizzo hit an RBI single with two outs in the fourth, which gave him one RBI in 10 straight home games. 
According to STATS Inc., he's the fourth Cubs player to have an RBI in 10 consecutive home games since 
RBIs became an official stat in 1920. The others include Ray Grimes (13 games in 1922), Hack Wilson (10 
games in '30) and Bill Nicholson (10 games in '43). 
 
HE SAID IT 
"He's going to walk guys. Everybody needs to understand that. But he's also going to strike guys out and 
make his pitches." 
-- Gimenez, on Chatwood 
 
UP NEXT 
Mike Montgomery will start the second game of this three-game series against the Dodgers on Tuesday 
night to cap the split doubleheader. It's going to be hard to take Montgomery out of the starting 
rotation. The lefty has given up just three earned runs over 23 2/3 innings for a 1.14 ERA as a starter this 
season while subbing for Yu Darvish. In his last outing, he gave up two hits and one run over six innings 
against the Brewers. First pitch is scheduled for 7:05 p.m. CT from Wrigley Field, with Rich Hill going for 
Los Angeles. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs fans enjoy VIP day at Wrigley Field  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Don Nelson's favorite Cubs player is Billy Williams, so imagine his surprise when he had a 
chance to wish the Hall of Famer happy birthday on Tuesday at Wrigley Field. 
 
Nelson, who will celebrate his 60th birthday on Friday, was treated to a day at the ballpark by his son, 
Anthony, 34, who was the winning bidder of a "reporter for the day" package as part of the Winter 
Meetings MLB auction benefiting the Katharine Feeney Memorial Scholarship. 



 
 
"My first memory of watching a Cubs game was on WGN and it was Jack Brickhouse's call on Ernie 
Banks' 500th home run," Don said. "That's my first memory of a Cubs game. He only hit 512 [homers], 
and I saw 500. 
 
"We came down to the field and I said, 'It looks like Billy Williams is out there. He turned 80 last Friday, 
so we were over there taking pictures with him standing by the [No.] 26 and I said, 'Happy birthday, Mr. 
Williams,' and he said, 'Thank you.' I said, 'I'm somebody.'" 
 
As far as Anthony is concerned, his father is very special. 
 
"I was looking for a Father's Day/birthday present," Anthony said. "We built a house last year and he 
was kind of my foreman/worker. It's one way to repay him. He's a huge Cubs fan, and baseball has been 
a bond. I thought this would be a good present." 
 
Said Don: "I didn't expect this at all." 
 
Besides going onto the field, the Nelsons got a peek inside the press box and a chance to join Cubs radio 
broadcasters Pat Hughes and Ron Coomer in the booth for a half-inning during the Cubs' night game 
against the Dodgers. 
 
First baseman Anthony Rizzo stopped by to say hello in the dugout before the game. 
 
"Where else would you rather be than here?" Rizzo said. 
 
Anthony Nelson had sent his father a copy of their itinerary for the day. 
 
"It's beyond my wildest dreams," Don said. "I read [the text message] and said, 'He's not kidding, we're 
really going to do this.' I actually had to go into the restroom because I was starting to tear up." 
 
The two have attended Cubs games at Wrigley Field before, but it's different when you're actually 
standing near home plate. 
 
"I love the history of baseball," Don said. "I go over there, getting ready to go to home plate, and I'm 
thinking, 'Babe Ruth stood there and called his shot.' All the great players were here. My era, when I 
started following baseball, was the '70s and up with [Ron] Santo and [Don] Kessinger and [Glenn] 
Beckert and Billy Williams and [Fergie] Jenkins. To be out there where they're playing, those are your 
idols. It's a very cool feeling." 
 
The father and son, who live five minutes apart in Downs, Ill., near Bloomington/Normal, are very close 
to Cardinals country. 
 
"[My dad] kind of flipped me because my mom's a Cardinals fan," Anthony said. "The first couple years I 
was a Cardinals fan, but watching more games with him during the day, he turned me and my brother 
into Cubs fans. My mom's been searching for a Cardinals fan to cheer with her ever since." 
 
Said Don: "I thought I was going to have to put them in therapy when they were young, being Cardinals 
fans." 
 



 
The kids did honor both teams for their parents' 25th wedding anniversary and gave them a cake 
decorated with Cubs and Cardinals colors. Don and Margie have been married 36 years now, so they've 
reached an understanding. 
 
The biggest moment for Cubs fans came Nov. 2, 2016, when the team beat the Indians to win the World 
Series. The Nelsons were all watching the game together, but when the rain delay came, Anthony and 
his wife decided to leave because they had a young son and it was late. 
 
"Rain delays are never 25 minutes, and we had a 20-minute drive, so we thought, 'Oh, we'll be home in 
plenty of time,'" Anthony said. "We're about a mile from the house and we hear, 'Oh, the game's coming 
back on.' We had to run in the house and try not to wake up the kid and get to the TV in time." 
 
They did both. 
 
"Being a Cubs fan and all the heartache and stuff, that game had to end up that way," Don said. "[The 
Indians] had to tie it up, they had to break your heart a little bit, then they scored those two runs. Pat 
Hughes' call on that was phenomenal. 
 
"Hopefully, this year or next year or whenever, we're hoping for multiple [championship] runs." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Darvish to pitch simulated game today  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Cubs pitcher Yu Darvish's simulated game was delayed one day because of the weather, so 
the right-hander will now throw on Wednesday. 
 
Darvish had been scheduled to throw on Tuesday, but the Cubs were playing a makeup day-night 
doubleheader after Monday's game was postponed because of rain and a problem with the lights at 
Wrigley Field. 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon said they will wait and see how Darvish feels after the session before 
deciding the next step. The right-hander has been on the disabled list since May 23 because of 
inflammation in his right triceps. 
 
The Cubs hope Darvish can make a start before the All-Star break, but Maddon stressed that the pitcher 
will be needed in the second half. 
 
"It's June," Maddon said Tuesday. "I want us to be really, really good in August and September. I want us 
to be fresh and I want us to be playing as good as we can possibly can play and have everybody 
available. The last two months to me are gold." 
 
• Tyler Chatwood and Mike Montgomery were to start Tuesday's games, but because neither will have 
enough rest to start again on Saturday, the Cubs are considering their options and may promote a 
pitcher from Triple-A. 
 
• The Cubs hit 10 home runs in 12 games at Wrigley Field in April when the weather conditions weren't 
exactly optimal. 
 



 
"From a mental perspective, as a hitter, you've got to fight through that all the time," Maddon said. 
"This is not an excuse and I'm not trying to rationalize it, but when you say the power is down, I believe 
some of it is environmental and that the Lake taketh away. I don't see a difference in the power 
necessarily." 
 
What's more important, Maddon said, is that the team has a better record at this point in the season 
(40-28) than it did one year ago, when it was 34-34 after 68 games on June 18. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Baez returns to action after hit by pitch  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- A day after he was hit on the left elbow by a pitch, Javier Baez said on Monday that he was 
fine, which was verified when he entered in the seventh inning of Tuesday's 4-3 loss in the opener of a 
split doubleheader vs. the Dodgers. 
 
The Cubs got a scare in the third inning on Sunday, when Baez was hit by a pitch from Cardinals starter 
Jack Flaherty and had to leave the game. The initial diagnosis was a contusion, and Baez did not need X-
rays on Monday. He came on as a defensive replacement on Tuesday and singled in his only at-bat. 
 
"I've been hit there, and it's like you lose your breath," Chicago manager Joe Maddon said on Sunday. 
"There's so many nerves in that part. It really really hurts, it just hurts. It's in a spot where you have to 
bend and you can't bend." 
 
Roster move 
• The Cubs placed left-hander Brian Duensing on the bereavement list on Monday and recalled left-
hander Rob Zastryzny from Triple-A Iowa. Duensing posted on Twitter that his grandfather died on 
Saturday. 
 
Duensing, 35, is 2-0 with one save and a 4.50 ERA in 31 relief appearances this season. The bereavement 
list requires a minimum absence of three days and a maximum of seven days. 
 
Zastryzny joins the Cubs for the second time this year. He spent one day with the team on May 8 and 
threw two scoreless innings of relief against the Marlins. 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Cubs must find a way to keep Mike Montgomery in the rotation  
By Jesse Rogers 
 
CHICAGO -- Sometimes a player makes the decision for you. 
 
That's what Chicago Cubs fill-in starter Mike Montgomery is doing for the rotation as he continues to 
pitch like he wants no part of returning to the bullpen once teammate Yu Darvish is healthy. 
 
"I pitch well, good things will happen," Montgomery said after the Cubs' 2-1, 10th-inning win over the 
Los Angeles Dodgers on Tuesday night. "I've always thought that. Opportunities, you have to make the 
most of them." 



 
 
The Cubs were in need of another solid outing from the 28-year-old after losing the first game of a 
doubleheader while taxing the bullpen. Manager Joe Maddon was looking for six innings out of the left-
hander and had no reason to expect anything less. After all, Montgomery's first four starts of the season 
featured the following stat line: six innings, one earned run. He has been the model of consistency. 
Tuesday was no different. 
 
His numbers against the Dodgers? You guessed it: six innings, one earned run. 
 
"I just want him to take start after start after start like this," Maddon said. "Keep pitching like you want 
to remain in the rotation." 
 
The Dodgers were 17-7 when a lefty took the mound against them this year, so Montgomery's task was 
a tall one. And he didn't exactly make it easy on himself by allowing the leadoff man to reach base in 
each of the first four innings. He had all sorts of baserunners to deal with, but navigating around all of 
that traffic made his outing that much more impressive as he became the first Cubs pitcher since at least 
1908 to allow one run or fewer while pitching at least five innings in each of his first five starts of the 
season. 
 
"In a close game like that, you're going to give up some baserunners, you're going to give up some hits, 
some walks, but you just try to limit the damage as much as you can," Montgomery said. "I take each 
start, start to start. Learn from it as I go and try to put up zeroes. Try to keep it simple. Get in a good 
routine." 
 
It has been working, forcing fantasy players to run to their keyboards and the Cubs' brass to their 
chalkboards, to figure out how to keep Montgomery in the rotation once Darvish's triceps is healthy and 
he can return to action. 
 
"We'll wait until everyone is well, and then we'll make our decision," Maddon said. "It's a big-picture 
thing. You wait, you wait, you wait, then you make your best call." 
 
Darvish could return around July 1, so the decision looms. While the team contemplates what to do, so 
can we. Here are some options: 
 
• Send Tyler Chatwood to the bullpen, at least for a start or two, to work on his game as he continues to 
pile up walks. His short stint in Game 1 forced the Cubs to use up their bullpen, which left them in a 
precarious position considering that closer Brandon Morrow (back) wasn't available. It has been difficult 
for Chatwood to find his game. This would give him a chance to step back. 
 
• Give everyone in the rotation, save Darvish, a start off. That would buy the Cubs some time and buy 
some extra rest for hurlers who hope to pitch for seven months again. 
 
• Go to a six-man rotation until further notice. This would also allow for some extra rest without 
skipping anyone and forcing them from their routines. It's the most likely scenario, as the Cubs have 
done it before. 
 
"It's prudent to think about a sixth man in the second half, when you start to get tired," Maddon said. 
"First you have to get Yu well to even think about something like that." 
 
The good news is the Cubs aren't turning away from a good thing while it's staring them in the face. It 
wasn't long ago that Maddon said Montgomery would return to the bullpen when Darvish was healthy, 



 
but recently general manager Jed Hoyer said the team would use "common sense" as it moves forward 
with a healthy rotation. 
 
Maddon concurred, giving Montgomery a chance to hold on to something he has wanted since breaking 
into the big leagues: a chance to start. 
 
"I love that challenge," the pitcher said. "I love being in that spot where I'm playing an important role." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Why what Mike Montgomery did against LA could go a long way toward keeping him in the Cubs' 
rotation  
By JJ STANKEVITZ 
 
Joe Maddon needed Mike Montgomery to get through at least six innings given the circumstances 
presenting the Cubs' manager before Game 2 of Tuesday’s day-night doubleheader against the Los 
Angeles Dodgers.  
 
Not only were the Cubs short a man in the bullpen (thanks to Brandon Morrow’s pants-related back 
injury), but Maddon had to use four relievers — including Pedro Strop for two innings — after Tyler 
Chatwood managed only five innings in Game 1 earlier in the afternoon.  
 
So when Montgomery — who had only thrown over 100 pitches once in the last two and a half seasons 
before Tuesday — saw his pitch count sit at 40 after two innings, and then 63 after three, he knew he 
needed to regroup to avoid creating a mess for the Cubs’ bullpen.  
 
What followed was a start that, statistically, wasn’t the most impressive of the five Montgomery’s made 
since re-joining the Cubs’ rotation earlier this year. But it was an important start in that the 28-year-old 
left-hander didn’t have his best stuff, yet didn’t give in to a good Dodgers lineup. And holding that bunch 
to one run over six innings was exactly what the Cubs needed in what turned out to be a 2-1 extra-inning 
win.  
 
“Especially when you don’t have have your best stuff, you always gotta — that’s when you really learn 
how to pitch,” Montgomery said.  
 
It’s also the kind of start that could be a major point in Montgomery’s favor when Maddon is presented 
with a decision to make on his starting rotation whenever Yu Darvish comes off the disabled list. 
Knowing that Montgomery can grind his way through six innings when his team needs it the most 
without his best stuff only can add to the confidence the Cubs have in him.  
 
Montgomery didn’t have his best stuff on Tuesday, issuing more walks (four) than he had in his previous 
four starts (three). He threw 48 pitches between the second and third innings, and only 25 of those 
pitches were strikes. Of the nine times the Dodgers reached base against Montgomery, six were the 
result of fastballs either leading to a walk or a hit.  
 
Even though the Dodgers were able to bother Montgomery a bit on his fastball, Maddon said that’s the 
pitch of his that’s impressed him the most over the last few weeks.  
 
“He never got rushed,” Maddon said. “In the past he would seem to get rushed when things weren’t 
going well, when he spot-started. Overall, fastball command is better — even though he was off a little 



 
bit tonight, the fastball command still exceeds what I’ve seen in the past couple of years on a more 
consistent basis. The changeup, really, good pitch. He got out of some jams but I think the fact that he 
knows where his fastball is going now is the difference-maker for him.” 
 
Darvish will throw a simulated game on Wednesday after throwing two bullpen sessions last week. 
Maddon still doesn’t have a timetable for the $126 million right-hander’s return, and said he’s not 
entertaining what to do with his rotation until Darvish comes off the disabled list. But Maddon did 
mention Montgomery’s relative lack of an innings load — the most he’s thrown in a season in 130 2/3, 
which he did in 2017 — as a reason to perhaps not rush him into a permanent starting role the rest of 
the season. Going to a six-man rotation is a possibility, too, Maddon said.  
 
But the over-arching point is this: Montgomery will remain in the Cubs’ rotation as long as he keeps 
earning it. That can be the product of strong outings in which he has good stuff, or games like Tuesday in 
which he shows the Cubs the kind of resiliency most starters need to get through a full season.  
 
“I pitch well, good things happen,” Montgomery said. “I’ve always thought that. Opportunities, you just 
gotta make the most of them.” 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Jason Heyward has changed everything for the Cubs lineup  
By Tony Andracki 
 
Who needs Bryce Harper when the Cubs are set with Jason Heyward in right field for the next half-
decade? 
 
OK, that might be a little extreme, but Heyward has actually turned a major corner in his Cubs career, as 
evidenced by this stat: 
 
And it's not just the numbers. It's how Heyward has turned things around at the plate and who he's 
gotten his hits off of. 
 
Start with the walk-off grand slam against the Phillies on the last homestand. That pitch was a 97 mph 
fastball up and Heyward hammered it into the right field bleachers. 
 
He also turned on a 99 mph Jordan Hicks sinker over the weekend in St. Louis for a 2-run homer. Then 
there was the single Heyward hit at 107 mph off Josh Hader to tie the game in Milwaukee last week — 
which was the first hit by a left-handed hitter off Hader all season. And the single Heyward had off the 
Pirates' dominant left-handed closer Felipe Vazquez in Pittsburgh last month.  
 
Suddenly, Heyward is able to catch up to elite velocity. And not only that, but he's PULLING these balls. 
 
In his first two years with the Cubs, Heyward had just 1 homer off a pitch 95 mph or faster. He already 
has 3 this season. 
 
"He looks confident at the plate," Cubs GM Jed Hoyer said. "I feel like he's swinging with aggressiveness, 
swinging with a purpose. ... I'm happy for him that he's been delivering those [big] moments and I feel 
like as he does, his confidence is only gonna grow." 
 



 
That refrain — "I'm happy for him" — is commonly heard around the Cubs these last couple of weeks. 
Inside the clubhouse, Heyward is absolutely beloved for his professionalism, work ethic and leadership.  
 
Heyward is a guy that's easy to root for, whether you're his teammate, a fan, a media member or part of 
an opposing team. Case in point: 
 
It's been a really rough couple of years at the plate, but these last few weeks, Heyward has transformed 
the Cubs lineup as Joe Maddon has moved him back up to the 2-hole, where he began his Cubs career in 
the early part of the 2016 season. 
 
"He's the guy that's really ascended among the group," Maddon said. "He's made all the difference by 
being able to hit second and providing some really big hits in the latter part of the game." 
 
If the Cubs had a playoff game tomorrow, Maddon's lineup for that contest would probably feature Ben 
Zobrist leading off and Heyward hitting second (which would've sounded crazy even a month ago). 
Maddon loves how they set the tone and example for the rest of a young lineup that is still developing. 
 
As Maddon and the Cubs coaching staff are trying to drill into the heads of the team's stable of young 
hitters the importance of putting the ball in play with two strikes, Heyward is sporting the lowest 
strikeout rate of his career (11.5 percent), which ranks 11th in MLB behind Buster Posey. Heyward is on 
pace for only 56 strikeouts in 441 at-bats this year. 
 
And believe it or not, it was actually a concussion that got Heyward on the right path.  
 
During the Cubs' first trip of the season to St. Louis in early May, Heyward went into the stands to try to 
rob Dexter Fowler's walk-off homer on the final game of the series. The Cubs right fielder smacked his 
head on the wall on that play and wound up on the disabled list for nearly two weeks. 
 
But he didn't waste any time while he was on the shelf. 
 
"Oh I know I made strides [while on the DL]," Heyward said. "Can't waste any days. That's how hard this 
game is. When you're going through things, just naturally in the season, it's hard to slow it down. It's 
hard to break everything down, to pay attention. But I just try to use my time wisely." 
 
Thanks to that time off, Heyward now has his hands "free" and more involved in his swing than at any 
other point in his Cubs career. 
 
That's all he worked on while he was on the shelf with Cubs hitting coaches Chili Davis and Andy Haines. 
 
"Literally, my hands," Heyward said. "Using my hands, keeping that simple. It's way easier to make 
adjustments on the fly when I'm really just throwing my hands at the ball instead of just arms and 
muscle the ball over. 
 
"... It's hard to catch everything wheren you're just going at it day in and day out. But I was just able to 
see that here and work on that and feel it and here we go." 
 
Since he's returned from the disabled list on May 18, Heyward is hitting .307 with a .347 on-base 
percentage and .489 slugging percentage, good for an .836 OPS. In that 24-game stretch, Heyward has 
16 RBI and 10 extra-base hits (6 doubles, 2 triples, 2 homers). 
 



 
To put that in perspective, that's as many extra-base hits for Heyward as he had in the previous 40 
regular season games (48 games if you include playoffs) dating back to last September. 
 
Neither the Cubs nor Heyward are getting ahead of themselves here and guaranteeing this offensive hot 
streak to continue.  
 
This is the same guy who walked into the visiting clubhouse at Miller Park last week and flipped off MLB 
Network because they were discussing how the Cubs are the best team in the league when facing a 
starting pitcher the third time through the order. He didn't want his team to get complacent or too 
caught up in the past and think they've already accomplished something this season when the goal is 
another World Series. 
 
There was actually a clue earlier in the season that an offensive breakout could be on the way for 
Heyward, but he then fell back into a slump before making a major adjustment with the time off. 
 
"No one should get ahead of themselves with grand declarations, but he deserves so much credit," Theo 
Epstein said. "He made such good use of his time when he was on the DL. In a difficult spot — the 
concussion DL — once he felt good enough to work, he worked really hard. 
 
"Clearly found something in his swing — his hands, the feel of creating some lag and some whip in his 
swing. That's huge for him because with all that he's been through the last couple years, he never lost 
the ability to recognize pitches early, the ability to manage a really good at-bat and never lost his hand-
eye. 
 
"Now that he's got that whip going, you see the ball coming off the bat totally differently. He's driving 
the ball through the gaps, he's hitting with some backspin or the pull side. The ball's coming out hot 
when he gets it deep to the opposite field. 
 
"Just really happy for him that all the work has led to the better feel for his swing and how he can take 
advantage of that great brain and eye that he has at the plate." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs in a tight spot with their pitching staff the rest of this week  
By Tony Andracki 
 
Well, we got a look at what life is like without Brandon Morrow. 
 
The Cubs closer and the anchor of the bullpen all season was unavailable for the first game of Tuesday's 
day-night doubleheader due to back tightness, leading to Justin Wilson taking on closing duties in the 
ninth inning. 
 
The end result was a 4-3 Dodgers win as they rallied for a pair of runs off Wilson on Kyle Farmer's pinch-
hit, 2-run, 2-strike, 2-out double just past the glove of a diving Kris Bryant. 
 
Joe Maddon said he obviously would've planned on using Morrow for the ninth inning if the Cubs closer 
was healthy but due to the back tightness suffered early Monday morning, Morrow is down for both 
games of the doubleheader (assuming the night game isn't also rained out). 
 



 
That leaves the Cubs pitching staff in an even tighter spot than they already were as they're currently in 
a stretch of 14 games in 13 days thanks to Monday's rain/light-out. 
 
Let's start with the bullpen, which will be "raggedy" for Game 2, to quote Maddon, who admitted starter 
Mike Montgomery would have to be ready to go deep into the game. 
 
Tyler Chatwood was only able to account for 5 innings in Game 1, leaving Steve Cishek to throw 14 
pitches, Randy Rosario to throw 10 pitches and Pedro Strop 29 pitches before Wilson tossed 27 in the 
final frame. 
 
That probably means Strop and Wilson are down for the rest of Tuesday and may make it a bit of a toss-
up for either guy's availability Wednesday even with the surprise off-day Monday. 
 
Cishek and Rosario should be able to throw Wednesday for sure and may be able to go in a limited 
capacity in Game 2 Tuesday. 
 
That leaves Luke Farrell, Anthony Bass, Rob Zastryzny and Justin Hancock as the guys that are 
completely fresh at the moment. Hancock is up from the minors as the 26th man for the doubleheader 
and Zastryzny replaced Brian Duensing for this week while the veteran went on the bereavement list. 
 
Without Morrow and with a loss already under the belt to open the Dodgers series, the Cubs bullpen is 
in a bad way and no scheduled off-day until July 2. 
 
The starting rotation is in a bind, too, as now they'll need a starter for Saturday's game in Cincinnati 
assuming there are no more rainouts along the way. 
 
With Chatwood's start pushed back to Tuesday instead of Monday, the Cubs now need an extra guy in 
the rotation. 
 
The Cubs' probable starters for the rest of the week: Jon Lester (Wednesday), Kyle Hendricks (Thursday), 
Jose Quintana (Friday) and then a question mark Saturday before Chatwood would be ready to throw 
again on Sunday. 
 
One option could be a "bullpen day" for the Cubs, but given how much they'll need to lean on that unit 
with the doubleheader and no off-days this week, that seems like a risky option. 
 
The Cubs could also call somebody else up from Triple-A, but the options, such as Jen-Ho Tseng, Alec 
Mills or Duane Underwood Jr. 
 
Tseng has an ugly 8.21 ERA and 1.79 WHIP in the minors this year and gave up 3 runs on 4 hits in 2 
innings in a spot start earlier this season. 
 
Mills has limited big-league experience and had been pretty solid for a while with Iowa, going 3-3 with a 
3.39 ERA averaging nearly 6 innings an outing over a 10-start span from late-April to early-June. But he 
got shelled his last time out (6 runs on 6 hits and 3 walks in 2.2 innings on June 17). 
 
Underwood — the Cubs' second-round pick in 2012 — also had a really nice stretch with Iowa for a 
while (3.08 ERA over 9 starts from April 14 to May 28), but has regressed in June (14 runs on 18 hits and 
7 walks in 13.1 innings). 
 



 
Either way, this is a really tough stretch for a Cubs team that was just beginning to find its groove and 
get on a roll. 
 
-- 
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