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Many factors will influence Sox rebuild in ’18  
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | Dec. 31, 2017  
 
CHICAGO -- The White Sox rebuild is ahead of schedule entering 2018, which general manager Rick Hahn confirmed at 
this year's Winter Meetings. 
 
"With that said, we have a lot more to do," Hahn said. "We've got an important Draft coming in June. 
 
"There are going to be other important trades. There will be free-agent signings that take place to facilitate this, and 
obviously at this point in particular, a huge amount of player development has to go right." 
 
Talent procurement emerged as the main theme during Year 1 of the White Sox rebuild. The additions will continue, but 
patience while the talent develops at this stage becomes crucial. Even with the early success and satisfaction for this 
process, questions loom as the 2018 season approaches. 
 
Here's a handful of those questions to be examined. 
 
1. Who are the "Next Sox" to arrive? 
 
Second baseman Yoan Moncada, right-handed pitchers Lucas Giolito, Reynaldo Lopez and Carson Fulmer and 
outfielder/designated hitter Nicky Delmonico represented the "Next Sox" first wave of top prospects to arrive in Chicago in 
2017. So who's on tap for 2018? 
 
Michael Kopech, the game's top pitching prospect per MLBPipeline.com -- excluding Angels two-way rookie Shohei 
Ohtani -- figures to follow a path similar to Lopez's 2017 arrival. Eloy Jimenez, rated No. 5 in the game and No. 1 for the 
White Sox, has 73 plate appearances with Double-A Birmingham standing as his highest level of Minor League 
competition, but his on-field excellence might force the White Sox to promote him this season. 
 
2. What's the future of Jose Abreu and Avisail Garcia? 
 



Should they stay or should they go? 
 
That question appears to be front and center for two important veteran presences both on and off the field. Abreu, who will 
turn 31 on Jan. 29, ranks as an elite middle-of-the-order lineup presence while serving as a mentor for the emerging 
prospects and the voice of the clubhouse. Garcia, 26, reached the potential projected of him by the White Sox with his 
2017 All-Star campaign. 
 
Each player has two years of contractual control, so the decision doesn't need to be made quickly on either one. The 
White Sox need to determine whether this duo or one of the two fits into the big picture when the team is primed to 
contend for a World Series title, or if the club would benefit most from a trade that can bring back players to add to the 
young core. 
 
3. When will Carlos Rodon return? 
 
The third overall selection in the 2014 MLB Draft made 12 starts and threw 69 1/3 innings during the 2017 season due to 
biceps bursitis at the outset and then September arthroscopic shoulder surgery, which cut short his season. Rodon's 
timetable for a return stood at six to eight months from when the surgery was announced, a time when Hahn also 
definitively stated that nothing would be known about Rodon's recovery time until he arrived at Spring Training and really 
started throwing. 
 
Hahn has held firm to that sentiment during the three or four times he's been asked about Rodon in the offseason. All 
boxes seem to be getting checked off during Rodon's present rehab, but with the White Sox not expected to contend in 
2018, there's no reason to rush what has been described as one of their key rotation pieces in their rebuild and beyond. 
 
4. How do the White Sox spell relief? 
 
Through trades, injuries and non-tenders of Zach Putnam, Jake Petricka and Al Alburquerque, the White Sox relief crew 
needs a little help by Hahn's admission. Hahn talked about pitching additions, including a potential starter, during the 
Winter Meetings, but with the market still a little slow to develop, Hahn admitted that such moves might run into January 
before being completed. 
 
5. What does a full year look like for the club's top prospects? 
 
Observers often analyzed success and failure for impressive young players such as Moncada, Giolito and Lopez from at-
bat to at-bat in Moncada's case or start-to-start in the case of Giolito and Lopez. But a better picture should develop in 
2018, in terms of what these players begin to truly offer when they get a full season of work at the big league level. 
 
Moncada showed a solid plate approach during his White Sox debut and hit .276 with five home runs in September. 
Giolito seemed to find his confidence on the mound again. 
 
Bonus: How will the White Sox define being opportunistic? 
 
As has been written many times previously, the White Sox will spend when the time is right to complete their rebuild. That 
time could begin next offseason, but Hahn has talked about being opportunistic or taking calculated risks in the present. 
 
Catcher Welington Castillo came aboard via a two-year deal with an option for 2020, and the White Sox made an offer to 
trade for third baseman Manny Machado despite not confirming, denying or acknowledging those talks. More moves of 
that ilk could arise next offseason or even in-season. 
 

White Sox 2017 all about Abreu, Avi  
Chicago’s young talent emerges as team closes book on rebuild  
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | Dec. 30, 2017  
 
CHICAGO -- A few individual highlights emerged from the White Sox 2017 season. 
 
Avisail Garcia's five-tool potential was realized during a breakout campaign, as shown by his five-hit, seven-RBI game in a 
17-7 victory over Detroit on Sept. 14. Jose Abreu topped a .290 average, 25 home runs and 100 RBIs for the fourth 
straight season. 
 
Matt Davidson launched 26 home runs over his first full big league campaign. Yolmer Sanchez and Leury Garcia proved 
to be viable everyday position players, and relievers such as Juan Minaya, Gregory Infante and Anthony Swarzak took 
advantage of their extended bullpen opportunities. 



 
But this team with a 67-95 record and fourth-place finish in the American League Central shouldn't be judged solely or 
even primarily by on-field performance. It was more about assembling a critical mass of young talent and starting them on 
the path to big league success. 
 
"I don't think you want to have a club in perpetuity rebuilding," White Sox manager Rick Renteria said. "We want to 
ultimately get to the point where you're supposed to be striking. 
 
"We just have to continue to chip away and maintain the process. We have to maintain the teaching, the communication 
that's necessary for us to continue to go out there, even at this particular juncture, to try and win ballgames on a daily 
basis." 
 
Here's a look at some of the top moments and themes from Year 1 of the rebuild. 
 
Abreu makes history 
The most exciting moment of the 2017 White Sox season came from the leader of the team on Sept. 9. Abreu entered the 
eighth inning of a 13-1 victory over the Giants needing just a triple to hit for the sixth cycle in franchise history. He 
connected on a Roberto Gomez pitch to right-center, one of the few triple-friendly regions for a right-handed hitter at 
Guaranteed Rate Field, and he raced around to third. Adding to the drama was Abreu fouling a pitch off of his left foot 
earlier in the at-bat and then windmilling around second as he almost fell. 
 
"I was thinking the same thing that Avi [Garcia] told me seconds before, to hit the ball to the alley," said Abreu, through 
interpreter Billy Russo, after completing the first White Sox cycle since Jose Valentin did it on April 27, 2000, against 
Baltimore. "I hit the ball to the alley, and I was just thinking of the triple." 
 
Abreu joined Valentin, Ray Schalk (June 27, 1922), Jack Brohamer (Sept. 24, 1977), Carlton Fisk (May 16, 1984) and 
Chris Singleton (July 6, 1999) as the only White Sox players to hit for the cycle. Abreu went from home to third in 11.76 
seconds, according to Statcast™, which is his fastest time since Statcast™ debuted in 2015. 
 
Avisail arrives 
There was a time last December when the idea of Garcia being non-tendered was not a foreign concept. Although he was 
just 25, Garcia had not lived up to his potential in parts of four seasons with the White Sox. 
 
The rebuild gave Garcia another chance, back in right field, and he ran with the opportunity. He was selected as the White 
Sox lone All-Star, and he set career highs with a .330 average, 18 home runs, 80 RBIs, 27 doubles and 75 runs scored. 
 
"Confidence for him has been a key to his growth," said Renteria. "His routines and some adjustments that he's made 
have helped him maintain that consistency. 
 
"I don't know that he'll hit .330. They say between .315 and .330, and yeah I'll see that. All I know is that if he maintains 
that consistent approach that he's had both emotionally, confidently and the work structure, he's got a good chance of 
doing what he did last year." 
 
Losing 20 pounds going into the season and refining his approach within the strike zone didn't hurt Garcia's cause either. 
 
Trader Rick 
It all began in 2016 with the Chris Sale and Adam Eaton trades during the Winter Meetings near Washington, D.C., but it 
seemed as if Hahn put two seasons worth of a rebuild into one. Hahn's biggest move came before the start of the second 
half, when he sent Jose Quintana to the Cubs for a four-player return that included standout outfielder Eloy Jimenez, who 
might see the Majors in '18 and end up as one of the core members of the White Sox next great team. 
 
Hahn also traded Todd Frazier, Tommy Kahnle and David Robertson to the Yankees for outfielder Blake Rutherford and 
pitcher Ian Clarkin. 
 
Make way for the Next Sox 
Yoan Moncada went from the No. 1 prospect in baseball per MLBPipeline.com to the White Sox starting second baseman 
on July 19. He was joined by Nicky Delmonico in left field, right-handed hurlers Lucas Giolito, Reynaldo Lopez and 
Carson Fulmer as part of the starting rotation and Aaron Bummer in the bullpen. The next wave of White Sox has only 
started rolling toward the big leagues, with right-handed pitcher Michael Kopech and Jimenez on the 2018 radar. 
 
Moncada's first game, against the Dodgers at home, also stood as the first time in recent memory when a foul ball the 
switch-hitter delivered earned a standing ovation. 



 
Ricky's boys don't quit 
This mantra has been heard quite frequently in the past for a White Sox team playing with intensity from start to finish, 
regardless of the score. But beyond the catchphrase stood a manager who put his imprint on the team from Day 1, as far 
back as the organization's 2016 Instructional League. Renteria has enthusiasm that one player described as "infectious," 
and he wants players to perform the same way. Renteria and his staff proved to be the perfect fit for this rebuilding 
franchise. 
 
Bonus moments 
• Mark Buehrle, one of the most popular players in White Sox history, had his No. 56 jersey retired on June 24. His son, 
Braden, sang the national anthem, and his daughter, Brooklyn, threw out a ceremonial first pitch with greater velocity than 
Buehrle's fastest fastball. 
 
• The White Sox gave a $26 million signing bonus to outfielder Luis Robert, the 19-year-old Cuban native and one of the 
top international free agents. 
 

 
Inbox: Will White Sox make big move ’18?  
Beat reporter Scott Merkin answers questions from fans  

By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | Dec. 28, 2017  
 
CHICAGO -- Happy New Year to everyone, as we delve into the last White Sox Inbox of 2017. 
 
How excited should I be for Spring Training this year? Plan on going to at least 10 games. 
-- Mike, Phoenix, Ariz., @Be_Like_Mike20 
 
I always preach how Spring Training is a great time of the season for fans. They have great access to players, from big 
leaguers to the Minors. They can watch workouts, and all those players are a little more laid back during the preparatory 
time. 
 
But this year's White Sox Spring Training should be especially interesting with top prospects such as Luis Robert, Micker 
Adolfo, Eloy Jimenez and Michael Kopech, to name a few, in action. Ten games might be a little low. 
 
Hey Scott, how many of these questions were about Manny Machado (Including this one)? 
-- Owen, Chicago, @The_XSport 
 
Approximately one-fifth of questions received centered on attempts to acquire the Orioles third baseman. Not much is 
known concerning the White Sox interest, but I can tell you any offer would not have slowed the rebuild momentum 
expertly built by the organization. 
 
This Machado pursuit backs general manager Rick Hahn's expressed desire to be opportunistic in adding veteran players 
who ultimately will help toward achieving sustained success. Keep in mind that sustained success sits at the core of any 
White Sox move, big or small. 
 
If the White Sox are actually willing to make big deals, why not acquire [Christian Yelich]? Long-term guy, affordable and 
probably increases chances of Machado next year. 
-- Matt, Chicago, @mjnowac 
 
Contractual control seems to be the buzzwords for White Sox trades at this point, and Yelich potentially has five years of 
that control remaining. The White Sox could move in that direction with the depth of prospects to make it work, but the 
club's rebuild is about patience and development this season, trying to get a better understanding of what it has and 
doesn't have. So I agree with Hahn in that they are probably one year off from that sort of trade. 
 
Why not get a bullpen arm from Rule 5? 
-- Simeon, Chicago, @Simpossible 
 
Hahn explained the White Sox targeted two players in the Rule 5 Draft. One was selected before them at No. 4 and 
another needed to undergo surgery in the coming days according to a standard e-mail disclosure Major League Baseball 
sent to all the clubs the previous evening. They ended up trading their pick, outfielder Carlos Tocci, to the Rangers for 
cash considerations. 
 



Do you see the White Sox being true contenders for the pennant and/or World Series in 2019-21 against teams like the 
Yankees, Cubs, etc.? 
-- Shawn, Gilman, Ill., @Shawncnda 
 
They eventually will need to finish the rebuild with veteran additions, much as the Cubs, Astros and Royals did prior to 
World Series championship seasons, and of course, other top-notch teams simply won't back away because it's the White 
Sox projected time for a coronation. They appear to be stridently moving in a postseason direction. 
 
Will Kopech be a September callup or does he have a legitimate shot of making the team out of Spring Training? 
-- Tony, Sudbury, Ontario, @CTVTonyRyma 
 
Don't look for Kopech to break camp with the team, but he will be up before September. As I've said in other Inbox 
answers, think of Reynaldo Lopez as an example for Kopech's progression if his success continues. Kopech is a very 
popular White Sox topic. 
 

Prospect Abbott taking lessons from pool to field  
8

th
-round pick split time between water polo, baseball in high school  

By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | Dec. 25, 2017  
 
CHICAGO -- Sam Abbott carried many athletic plaudits from high school upon his arrival to the White Sox in the eighth 
round of the 2017 Draft. 
 
Strangely enough, many of those accomplishments were in the pool as a swimmer or water polo player as opposed to on 
the baseball diamond. But the Washington state native seems as excited about this new professional challenge and 
singular career focus as the White Sox are to have him. 
 
"It's everything that I've always wanted it to be. It's a dream come true," Abbott said during a recent interview. "I love every 
minute of it, playing baseball every single day. It's what I wanted ever since I was 2 years old. I'm just grateful I'm in this 
position and grateful for the White Sox to pick me." 
 
Abbott's name doesn't get mentioned as part of the rebuild's critical mass of talent because he is a work in progress. The 
18-year-old, who hit .225 over 102 at-bats and 31 games with the organization's Arizona Rookie League team after being 
selected, previously played summer and high school baseball. 
 
Abbott's time was really split between water polo and baseball, meaning he wasn't beaten down within either sport. 
 
"So there was room to grow any sport I wanted," Abbott said. "That really helps me with baseball, and I can take lessons I 
learned from the pool and apply them here." 
 
Mental toughness stands as one trait from swimming Abbott spoke of transferring over to baseball. Of course, the on-field 
skills ultimately will dictate how far Abbott goes, but striving to learn and improve certainly won't be the shortcoming for 
this powerful left-handed-hitting first baseman. 
 
After going to Arizona for White Sox instructional league during parts of September and October, Abbott chose to join 
Micker Adolfo and Luis Robert for the team's instructional league at its Dominican Academy in November. This interesting 
career path really began when Abbott attended a pre-Draft tryout at Guaranteed Rate Field in June and his swing and 
power caught the attention of executive vice president Ken Williams and future Hall of Famer Jim Thome, who serves as a 
special assistant to general manager Rick Hahn. 
 
"The thing for us with this kid is the fact that he hasn't played a lot, but because the power jumps out at you, which it did in 
his workout, for me, that's where this could get really intriguing," Thome said. "The little bit of time that we've actually 
spoken you can tell he comes from a really good family, and the fact that he just looks like he's got the true package of a 
gentleman but also an athlete. That stands out." 
 
When Abbott met Thome, he admitted to trembling a little bit when shaking hands. Now, they are working together to help 
Abbott fulfill his dream. 
 
"Baseball is the hardest sport in the world," Abbott said. "It's a process day in and day out. It's month after month and 
game after game and season to season. It's the work you put in now, and then next year, and the year after that will pay 
dividends later on in my career. 
 
"I'm just doing the best I can every single day and whatever happens, it happens. I control what I can control." 



 
Danish grateful for ‘second chance at life’ 
White Sox prospect survived car accident at end of 2017 season 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | Dec. 22, 2017  
 
CHICAGO -- The holiday season has not been the easiest time for White Sox prospect Tyler Danish and Charlotte, his 
mother and guiding force. 
 
Not since Danish's father and longtime coach, Michael, passed away from colon cancer at the age of 50, two days after 
Christmas seven years ago. He was incarcerated for fraud at the time of his passing. 
 
But this year has a different feel for the Danishes. 
 
Charlotte remarried on Dec. 20, and despite being outrighted off the 40-man roster during this offseason, the 23-year-old 
Tyler simply feels lucky to be alive. He survived a multi-car auto accident at the end of the season, dislocating his left 
shoulder. 
 
"Yeah, I mean, I'm not supposed to be here," said Danish, a second-round pick in the 2013 Draft. "Not many people get a 
second chance at life, and I did." 
 
Danish was driving home after the completion of the 2017 Minor League campaign, which the right-hander finished 4-14 
with a 5.47 ERA over 25 starts and one relief appearance for Triple-A Charlotte. His mother was about a half-mile back in 
her car on I-95 South in Jacksonville, Fla., when traffic stopped because of a car accident. 
 
Danish heard a bang as his car was struck, and he ended up in a ditch 90 feet from where he started after being knocked 
across the highway. Luckily for Danish, he saw the accident coming and was able to turn his wheels to avoid getting 
slammed into the car in front. 
 
"If I don't turn my wheels, I don't know if I'm standing here today," said Danish, whose uninjured mother ran up the 
interstate to check on him. "I'll never be able to forget it and it was just a night that will never, ever leave my memory. It is 
who I am now. 
 
"Like I said, it happened, the same as the situation with the 40-man. I can't do anything about it, but I can learn from it and 
grow and be a better person." 
 
In the midst of the White Sox rebuild, with seven of their Top 10 prospects acquired in the past year, a player such as 
Danish has moved somewhat into the background. He has gone through two brief stints with the White Sox, making three 
relief appearances in 2016 and winning his lone start with the team in '17. 
 
Getting moved off the 40-man served as a shock to the system. The new attitude for Danish still leaves him excited for 
Spring Training competition as a non-roster invitee. 
 
"Tyler's a bulldog. We've all known that since the day we got him," White Sox general manager Rick Hahn said. "He's 
going to do everything in his power to maximize his ability. What that leads to him ultimately being, we'll find out together 
at the big league level. But he's still 23 years old and fights like a warrior. So he's a good guy to have on your side." 
 
"Slowing down isn't a bad thing for Tyler," White Sox director of amateur scouting Nick Hostetler said. "He has a great 
family, his mom is a terrific person. Tyler is going to come back with a renewed -- and I say renewed, it's not that he ever 
lost it -- but Tyler will have a different gear further than where he was at this year." 
 
Hahn personally called Danish to tell him the roster news, a connection meaning a great deal to the right-hander and 
showing he's still in the White Sox picture. Danish took care of some "little minor things" with his injured left shoulder and 
went through physical therapy, but now feels fantastic. 
 
An upbeat and grateful Danish also has worked his way under 200 pounds for the first time since he graduated high 
school. 
 
"My whole mindset is different. I try to take advantage of every single day," said Danish, who intends to stress the 
importance of wearing seatbelts to every kid he encounters this season. "I'm trying to give my best to every single person 
I come across, being a positive man. 
 



"This year is a big year for me, no matter what happens. When I come to Spring Training, everyone that sees me is going 
to understand and see the difference in body type and my attitude and just how I carry myself. It was a blessing come true 
to be here, so I'm going to live through that every single day." 
 

White Sox claim right-hander Ruiz off waivers  
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | Dec. 22, 2017  
 
CHICAGO -- The White Sox claimed right-handed pitcher Jose Ruiz off of waivers from the Padres, the club announced 
on Friday. 
 
Ruiz, 23, was designated for assignment by the Padres on Dec. 15 after playing most of the 2017 season for Class A 
Advanced Lake Elsinore, going 1-2 with a 5.98 ERA, two saves and 45 strikeouts over 49 2/3 innings and 44 relief 
appearances. Ruiz was recalled by San Diego on July 24 and made his Major League debut in the ninth inning that 
evening against the Mets, where he threw one scoreless inning. Ruiz struck out Yoenis Cespedes and walked Asdrubal 
Cabrera during the frame. 
 
Ruiz was optioned back to Lake Elsinore on July 25 for the remainder of the season. 
 
The 6-foot-1, 190-pound Ruiz originally was a catcher before moving to pitcher during the 2016 season. He went 3-2 with 
a 4.79 ERA, four saves and 59 strikeouts over 62 innings and 55 career appearances in the Padres' organization. 
 
With this move, the White Sox 40-man roster increased to 37. 
 

White Sox making surprise moves in rebuild  
Hahn points to Robert signing, trade with Cubs as examples  
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | Dec. 20, 2017  
 
CHICAGO -- The phrase "Next Sox" has been adopted by the White Sox organization and its young players to describe 
the coming wave of top talent. 
 
The rebuild also could be referred to as the "Myth Buster" where the White Sox are concerned. 
 
"There's been a lot of things over the last year that perhaps may have surprised people or at the very least deviated from 
what people have perceived the way we would do things," general manager Rick Hahn said at the Winter Meetings. 
"There was certainly a notion that the Chicago White Sox would never rebuild. There was certainly the notion that the 
White Sox would never incur a substantial penalty or substantial tax in order to sign a player, as we did with Luis Robert. 
 
"It was repeatedly written and reported, even a year ago at this time, that the White Sox would never make a trade with 
the Chicago Cubs. So we've repeatedly shown that what you've assumed about our actions in the past doesn't indicate 
how we're going to act going forward." 
 
The club's willingness to pursue high-end players -- either in free agency or via trade -- became a topic when the team's 
interest in Baltimore's Manny Machado came to light. Hahn has yet to confirm the interest, and there are naysayers wary 
of giving up important pieces of their young core for a one-year rental -- even one as talented as the 25-year-old 
Machado. 
 
Even if the Sox were able to land Machado and he enjoyed his time in Chicago, the three-time All-Star will command a 
hefty salary as a free agent after the 2018 season -- one likely larger than anything the White Sox have previously agreed 
upon. Jose Abreu's $68 million over six years stands as the largest contractual total signed by the White Sox. 
 
But Hahn bristled at the idea that Abreu's contract represents a ceiling. 
 
"That's not the biggest offer we ever made," Hahn said. "There's no barrier at $68 million that we refuse to go above. 
That's just happenstance that it's the largest contract we've ever signed." 
 
Hahn has stated on numerous occasions that White Sox chairman Jerry Reinsdorf is willing to spend when the time is 
right. With Abreu's third year of salary arbitration and $7.2 million for the second year of catcher Welington Castillo's deal 
as the only significant salary commitments beyond the 2018 season, the White Sox will be in great position to make 
whatever move they feel will take them to the next level next offseason. 
 



"I think the moves over the past year-plus reinforced our words and have put us in a position to have a very bright future," 
Hahn said. "When it comes time to add to what we've accumulated or continue this process, it's going to be with the vision 
of putting ourselves in the position to contend for multiple championships. In the end, that's what's going to be more 
important -- the ability to win championships than send messages." 
 

 
Chicago clubs pledge $1M to reduce city crime  
Cubs, White Sox form alliance with Bears, Blackhawks, Bulls  
By Carrie Muskat / MLB.com | Dec. 20, 2017  
 
CHICAGO -- The Cubs and White Sox are joining forces with the Chicago Bears, Blackhawks and Bulls to work on finding 
solutions to decrease violence in the city by creating the Chicago Sports Alliance. 
 
The five pro sports teams announced Wednesday they will donate $1 million in grants to support three programs 
addressing this issue. The teams intend to continue the Chicago Sports Alliance effort on an annual basis, and decisions 
regarding programs that will receive future funding will be made as the effort progresses. 
 
"In many neighborhoods, crime and gun violence are major problems," Cubs chairman Tom Ricketts said in a statement. 
"We look forward to working with other Chicago sports teams to invest in proven programs that help to address these 
issues, and hopefully make our communities safer." 
 
All five teams will continue their individual charitable and community relations efforts, which donate millions in financial 
and in-kind support annually to organizations and programs and have significant impact on communities across the 
Chicagoland area. 
 
Through the joint effort, the teams have partnered with the University of Chicago Crime Lab to strengthen their collective 
capacity to identify programs and make evidence-informed investments to reduce violence. The University of Chicago 
Crime Lab, which partners with policymakers and practitioners to help cities design and test the most promising ways to 
reduce crime and improve human lives at scale, drew on its experience to help the teams assess how to target funding in 
the first year of this effort. 
 
The Chicago Sports Alliance will provide one-time grants to three programs in the city: 
 
• Choose 2 Change (C2C), a high intensity mentoring and trauma therapy program proven to reduce violent behavior 
among youth in the Greater Englewood community who are at-risk for violence involvement. 
 
• Analyst training by the Crime Lab for the Chicago Police Department's Strategic Decision Support Centers (SDSCs), 
which are rooms in the city's highest violence police districts in which district leadership and civilian analysts work together 
to develop localized crime reduction strategies. 
 
• The University of Chicago Crime Lab to support efforts to measure and assess the impact of the teams' initial 
investments to improve outcomes for the most vulnerable Chicagoans. 
 
Each sports team also will engage with the grant recipients throughout the year by providing in-kind support, as well as 
tapping into the teams' vast networks of fans and organizational strengths to help bring awareness to the programs. 
 
"Chicago is our home," White Sox and Bulls chairman Jerry Reinsdorf said. "This is the greatest city in the world. 
Collectively, we need to work together to preserve it, and now is the time for us to double our efforts. 
 
"While we understand that as sports teams we don't have all of the answers to solving such complicated issues, we do 
appreciate the incredible position of leadership that we are fortunate to hold. We have a responsibility to give back to our 
city and to all of our fans who have given us their hearts and cheers. These teams have brought championships to 
Chicago, but the great people of this city deserve a champion -- or an alliance of champions -- to stand together against 
this unacceptable level of community violence." 
 
The partnership is not about the teams but the "power of coming together as Chicagoans to do all we can to try to make a 
difference," said Bears chairman George H. McCaskey, who said the alliance was Reinsdorf's idea. 
 
"While our teams wear different uniforms and have different names, this city is something we all share," Blackhawks 
chairman Rocky Wirtz said. "Chicago comes first in all of our names, and we share an unconditional commitment to build 
strong communities around us and do what we can to help identify solutions to one of the city's toughest and most 
complicated problems." 



 

Five White Sox major leaguers with the most to prove in 2018  
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago | Jan. 2, 2018  
 
It's finally 2018, and now that New Year's has come and gone, it means baseball can't be too far behind — no matter what 
the thermometer says. 
 
For the White Sox, 2018 is expected to be a year of patience. That's what Rick Hahn kept saying during last month's 
Winter Meetings. After those blockbuster trades that bolstered the farm system to best-in-baseball levels, it's time to play 
the waiting game as all those highly touted prospects develop into the what the team hopes are future stars on the South 
Side. 
 
Meanwhile, though, the big league team will play its regularly scheduled 162 games. And while the team isn't expected to 
be a championship contender at this stage in the rebuilding effort, there are plenty of guys on that major league roster 
looking to carve out their own spot on that team of the future. 
 
Here's a list of five White Sox who have the most to prove in 2018. 
 
Tim Anderson 
 
The 2018 campaign is sure to be an important one for Anderson, who despite mixed reviews among the fan base is a 
favorite of the White Sox, with the team expecting him to be their shortstop of the future as well as the present. 2017 was 
a trying year for Anderson, as he spent much of the season dealing with the emotional effects of the death of his best 
friend, a perfectly acceptable reason for a player to not be at his best on the field. Anderson finished 2017 with a 
.257/.276/.402 slash line, numbers well below what he put up in 99 games during his rookie season in 2016. But in 175 
more plate appearances in 2017, Anderson had 35 more hits, eight more home runs and 26 more RBIs than he did in his 
first year on the South Side, and he stole five more bases, too. 
 
Most troubling, perhaps, was his fielding, which saw him commit a whopping 28 errors, far and away the most in baseball, 
eight more than the next player on that unenviable leader board. But there was measurable improvement as the season 
progressed. His errors were heavily concentrated in the early part of the season, and he committed just six errors over the 
teams final 72 games. Still, had he committed zero errors over the final 72 games, he still would've finished the season 
with the most errors in baseball. 
 
But just like the cleaned-up fielding created some promise for 2018, so too did Anderson's offense. Over the season's final 
month, he slashed .327/.345/.469 with nine extra-base hits including a trio of homers and 20 runs scored. 
 
In 2018, Anderson needs to get the errors way down and would be well served to adjust the walk-to-strikeout numbers at 
the plate. He walked just 13 times last season — especially concerning considering it was the same number of walks he 
had in 2016, when he had 175 fewer plate appearances — and struck out 162 times, the 12th-highest total in the 
American League. While the rest of the White Sox starting lineup of the future continues to develop in the minors, the 
further-along Anderson needs to prove he really is the shortstop of the future by succeeding at the big league level. 
 
Carlos Rodon 
 
It will of course be difficult for Rodon to prove himself if he's not on the mound, though that's the point. For the second 
straight season, Rodon could miss a huge chunk of the campaign with an injury, and that fact should throw into question 
whether he's a part of the projected rotation of the future or not. 
 
The White Sox spent the third pick of the 2014 draft on Rodon, and he reached the big leagues quickly, starting 23 games 
in 2015 and 28 more in 2016. But his ERA has risen in each of the past two seasons, climbing from 3.75 in 2015 to 4.04 in 
2016 and 4.15 last year. Rodon had some dazzling moments in 2017, recording double-digit strikeouts in three of his 12 
starts — including an 11-strikeout performance in just four innings against the Cubs. And coming off of that game against 
the North Siders, he turned in a 3.00 ERA over his final seven starts of the season before getting shut down with a 
shoulder injury. 
 
So obviously health will be the main talking point surrounding Rodon heading into the 2018 season. As recently as the 
Winter Meetings earlier this month, general manager Rick Hahn had no update on Rodon's status, sticking to the same 
prognosis that was given after Rodon had surgery in September: that Rodon could be ready for Opening Day or not be 
back until June. Last season, Rodon was knocked out during spring training with an arm injury that kept him out of the 
rotation until late June. The fact that Rodon could miss multiple months in back-to-back campaigns has to be of concern. 
And while the influx of so much young pitching talent into the organization over the past year plus (Michael Kopech, 



Reynaldo Lopez, Lucas Giolito, Alec Hansen, Dane Dunning, Dylan Cease) might make it easier to envision a future 
rotation without Rodon, the No. 3 pick in the draft turning into another injury waiting to happen would be a tough thing to 
swallow. 
 
And so what Rodon needs to prove in 2018 is that he can get healthy and stay healthy. With all the talent on the way from 
the minor leagues, can Rodon maintain his place in the rotation if questions about his health still exist going into 2019? 
Pitching his way out of that uncertainty is the only way to assure fans and the team that he's part of the future plans. 
 
Avisail Garcia 
 
Garcia was, hands down, one of the best hitters in the AL last season. It's an important thing to remember considering it's 
been a long wait for him to reach that level. Garcia's been playing big league ball since 2012 but struggled to reach high 
expectations until last season, when he slashed .330/.380/.506, ranking second in the AL in batting average and sixth in 
on-base percentage. 
 
But finally arriving and proving you can do it again are two very different things. Garcia's task in 2018 is to show that he's 
no one-year wonder — a necessity for his future and the White Sox future. 
 
There could be a lot riding on Garcia's ability to repeat his 2017 success. Under team control for the next two years, his 
long-term status with the team remains undetermined. But perhaps more interestingly, if Garcia is able to replicate his 
offensive success from a year ago, the White Sox could trade him and add even more young talent to their rebuilding 
effort. Or he could prove himself a key part of the future (he's only 26, after all) and earn himself an extension from the 
White Sox. 
 
Garcia has already proved he's got it in him, now he needs to prove he can do it consistently. 
 
Matt Davidson 
 
Where does Davidson fit into the White Sox future plans? That's a mighty difficult question to answer. Last season was 
Davidson's first full one in the majors. He played 31 games with the Arizona Diamondbacks way back in 2013 and then 
just one with the White Sox in 2016 before playing 118 games in 2017. Even that's not exactly a "full" season, but injury 
woes had something to do with that. 
 
We know what Davidson can do: hit home runs. He belted 26 of them last year, good for second on the team, trailing only 
Jose Abreu, who was one of the best hitters in the AL. Though for all of Davidson's power, there was still plenty left to be 
desired. He posted just a .452 slugging percentage, more than 50 points lower than Garcia, who hit eight fewer home 
runs. Davidson hit fewer doubles than both Yolmer Sanchez and Kevan Smith. He was just fifth on the team in total bases 
and had a woeful .260 on-base percentage. Among AL hitters, only Rougned Odor of the Texas Rangers appeared in as 
many games as Davidson and posted a lower on-base percentage. 
 
Stack all those numbers up, and it might be difficult to see a place for Davidson among the lineup of the future. And that's 
why he's got a lot to show in 2018. Right now, his numbers show him as a very one-dimensional player. His power is a 
plus, of course, and he was one of just two White Sox hitters to cross the 20-homer mark in 2017. But his walk-to-strikeout 
numbers are just as bad as Anderson's. Davidson walked just 19 times last year, striking out 165 times, the 10th-highest 
total in the AL. Davidson needs to show he's a more well-rounded hitter if he's going to stick around for when the White 
Sox become a contender. 
 
Carson Fulmer 
 
Fulmer will almost surely be given a chance to open the season as one of the White Sox five starting pitchers. But the 
question isn’t whether he crack the 2018 rotation, it’s whether he can crack the 2020 rotation. 
 
Like the aforementioned Rodon, Fulmer was a high pick before the rebuilding effort got underway, the eighth selection in 
the 2015 draft. He hasn’t received the same major league exposure as Rodon, though, just 15 games scattered over the 
past two seasons, with only five of those being starts. 
 
But Fulmer sure did show some promise this past September, making four starts over the final weeks of the 2017 
campaign. One of those lasted just 20 pitches, but in the other three, he combined to surrender just three runs in 17 
innings, striking out 16 hitters. Considering he had a 40.50 ERA after one August spot start during a doubleheader, to 
finish 2017 with a 3.86 ERA was a positive development. 
 



With rotation spots claimed by James Shields, Giolito and Lopez heading into the 2018 season, even the addition of a 
flippable veteran leaves one spot open for Fulmer (considering Rodon might be sidelined until summer with his latest 
shoulder injury). The likes of Kopech, Hansen, Dunning and Cease will all be developing in the minors this year, giving 
Fulmer an opportunity to impress the White Sox at the big league level. And with that opportunity comes necessity for 
Fulmer: to prove he’s capable of sticking as a long-term piece in what could be a crowded future rotation. 
 
This is finally Fulmer’s moment after a couple seasons' worth of middling results in the minors: 4.63 ERA with both 
Double-A Birmingham and Triple-A Charlotte in 2016, 5.79 ERA with Charlotte in 2017. He’ll have plenty of time to prove 
himself during a season in which the White Sox aren’t expected to compete. But he might want to do it sooner rather later 
considering the talent that could make its way up from the minors. 
 

Meet the Prospects: Eloy Jimenez  
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago | Jan. 2, 2018  
 
The White Sox rebuild is in full swing. While it might still be a year or two before the big league team is expected to start 
competing for championships, the minor leagues are stocked with highly touted talent fans will be eagerly following in 
2018. With that in mind, it's time to Meet the Prospects and get to know the future of the South Side. 
 
Eloy Jimenez 
 
Few, if any, of the White Sox prospects are generating more excitement than Jimenez, the 21-year-old outfielder who has 
done nothing but mash in the minors. 
 
Jimenez was acquired in last summer's crosstown swap with the Cubs, joining the White Sox organization along with 
Dylan Cease, Bryant Flete and Matt Rose as Jose Quintana went to the North Side. 
 
A native of the Dominican Republic, Jimenez was sensational swinging the bat in 2017. He slashed .302/.375/.570 with 16 
home runs and 58 RBIs in 71 games with Class A Myrtle Beach (Cubs) and Winston-Salem (White Sox). He also slashed 
.353/.397/.559 with three homers and seven RBIs in 18 games at Double-A Birmingham. So, you know, pretty good. 
 
As of their most recent rankings, MLB Pipeline had Jimenez rated as the No. 5 prospect in all of baseball and the top 
prospect in the White Sox organization. 
 
And to make White Sox fans even more excited, Jimenez tore it up in the Dominican Winter League, slashing a ridiculous 
.368/.443/.676 with four homers and 21 RBIs in just 19 games. 
 

 
In search of another sleeper bullpen arm, White Sox claim Jose Ruiz off waivers  
By Dan Santaromita / NBC Sports Chicago | Dec. 22, 2017  
 
Despite being mentioned in trade rumors for players like Manny Machado and Christian Yelich, so far Rick Hahn has 
stayed the course with the rebuild this winter. 
 
The White Sox haven't made any big moves, haven't touched any of the team's prospects and have continued to add 
smaller pieces with the hopes of getting a breakout performance. Hahn himself said the White Sox will be looking to "find 
the next Anthony Swarzak" to fill in the bullpen. 
 
That context might explain what Hahn and the White Sox are trying to accomplish by claiming Jose Ruiz off waivers from 
the Padres. Ruiz, 23, began his pro career as a catcher, but hit .203 in five minor-league seasons and didn't make it 
above A ball. In 2016, he converted to pitching and he even made his major league debut with a one-game, one-inning 
stint with the Padres in July. 
 
Ruiz spent most of 2017 with Advanced Single-A affiliate Lake Elsinore where he posted a 5.98 ERA with 45 strikeouts 
and 25 walks in 49 2/3 innings, all in relief. The intrigue with Ruiz is his fastball. It averaged above 95 mph in his lone MLB 
appearance. The Padres designated Ruiz for assignment a week ago. 
 
His track record doesn't indicate Ruiz will be a favorite to make the White Sox bullpen, but the velocity despite a lack of 
time focusing on pitching at the pro level explains why there would be some interest in him. 
 
The addition of Ruiz puts the White Sox 40-man roster at 37. 
 



White Sox mentioned with another hot trade target: Christian Yelich  
By Dan Santaromita / NBC Sports Chicago | Dec. 22, 2017  
 
So far things have been very quiet in terms of actual moves for the White Sox this winter, but that doesn't mean Rick 
Hahn is sitting on his hands. 
 
After tons of rumors about the White Sox going after Baltimore third baseman Manny Machado, ESPN's Jerry Crasnick 
reported that the Sox talked to the Marlins about 26-year-old centerfielder Christian Yelich. 
  
The #WhiteSox and #Marlins recently discussed Christian Yelich, but never got much traction. Chicago has a deep 
enough farm system to match up with Miami, but talks failed to advance beyond the "routine dialogue'' stage. Rival 
executives think the #Marlins will hang onto Yelich. 
 
Crasnick reports that it's basically non-news and that nothing will likely come of it, but it is interesting to see the White Sox 
continue to be mentioned in talks with young, standout talents. After seeing Giancarlo Stanton get dealt to the Yankees for 
what appears on paper to be a relatively meager return, it makes sense for teams to be talking with the Marlins about 
going after more of the team's talent as it undergoes a rebuild. 
 
The hefty collection of high-end prospects the White Sox possess means Hahn has the bullets to fire to make a deal for a 
player of Yelich's caliber. It's just a matter of getting a deal that is worth of pulling the trigger. 
 
Like Machado, Yelich is young and a proven talent. Machado has a better bat, but Yelich has hit .290 with a .369 on-base 
percentage in his 5-year MLB career, won a Gold Glove in 2014 and is under contract through 2021 at a reasonable 
amount. From that standpoint, Yelich might make more sense for the White Sox than Machado. However, according to 
Crasnick, it appears Hahn remained patient with his loaded farm system instead of dealing one of the team's elite 
prospects for Yelich. 
 

Michael Kopech plays reality star of Brielle Biermann’s first vlog  
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune | Dec. 27, 2017  
 
Michael Kopech and Brielle Biermann are taking in the big Rockefeller Center Christmas tree in New York when they hear 
applause, and Biermann guesses it’s for a wedding proposal. 
 
“How cute. Love that. I wanna get proposed to,” she says in her first YouTube vlog, flashing an expectant look at Kopech. 
 
“Well, can't do it now — it will ruin their moment,” he says. 
 
For someone who’s not a relief pitcher, that’s a nice save. 
 
The White Sox prospect and his reality TV star girlfriend have said they may do a spinoff of Bravo’s “Don’t Be Tardy” if 
they get married, and on an episode earlier this month Biermann hinted they may soon move in together. 
 
As Kopech takes each step toward reaching the major leagues, he dips the other toe in the entertainment world. He has 
made cameos on “Don’t Be Tardy” and has been posting several portfolio-ready pics of himself alone and with Biermann 
on social media. 
 
During Biermann’s vlogging at Catch restaurant, Kopech grabs the camera phone and starts dishing to her YouTube 
followers like a pro. “I'll be straight up with all of you. Brielle goes to a lot of expensive (expletive) restaurants that aren't 
worth it. Catch is worth it. I've eaten everything she's ordered so far. She's probably had three bites of food and we 
probably already spent $100 here” on appetizers, he said. 
 
The couple caught a Broadway show and visited Times Square, a place Kopech wasn’t too fond of. “It's like almost 
midnight and it looks like 10 a.m. outside,” he says in the video. 
 
On the plane ride home, Kopech seems almost too amused with himself for wearing a Mike Tyson “Merry Chrithmith” 
sweater, and Biermann makes things even more awkward, telling Kopech, “Thank you for taking me to New York for 
Christmas. I love you ... even if you do want my mom.” 
 
 
 
 



 
White Sox claim right-hander Jose Ruiz off waivers from Padres  
By Chris Kuc / Chicago Tribune | Dec. 22, 2017  
 
The White Sox added more pitching to the organization Friday when they claimed right-hander Jose Ruiz off waivers from 
the Padres. 
 
The Padres designated Ruiz, 23, for assignment Dec. 15 after he spent most of 2017 with Class A Lake Elsinore, going 1-
2 with two saves and a 5.98 ERA in 44 relief appearances. 
 
Ruiz made his major-league debut July 24 with an inning of scoreless relief against the Mets. The next day, he was 
optioned to Lake Elsinore for the remainder of the season. 
 
The Venezuelan native signed with the Padres as an international free agent in July 2011. He transitioned from catcher to 
pitcher during the 2016 season and had a 3-2 record and 4.79 ERA in 55 appearances in the Padres system. 
 
The Sox’s 40-man roster stands at 37. 
 

White Sox claim pitcher Jose Ruiz from Padres  
By Dan Cahill / Chicago Sun-Times | Dec. 22, 2017  
 
The White Sox have claimed right-handed pitcher Jose Ruiz off waivers from the San Diego Padres. 
 
Ruiz, 23, spent most of last season with advanced Class A Lake Elsinore and made one appearance with the Padres. He 
went 1-2 with a 5.98 ERA and 45 strikeouts in just under 50 innings in Class A. The Padres designated Ruiz for 
assignment last week to make room on their roster for Freddy Galvis, whom they acquired in a trade with the Phillies. 
 
Ruiz, 6-1, 190, possesses a mid-90s mph fastball. He originally was a catcher but switched to pitching during the 2016 
season. 
 
The White Sox 40-man roster now stands at 37. 
 

Yermin Mercedes has bat flips, but does he add real catching depth to the White Sox organization?  
By James Fegan / The Athletic | Dec. 21, 2017  
 
Despite the fact that over 46 percent of the White Sox's games in 2017 were started by a catcher previously selected in 
the Triple-A phase of the Rule 5 draft (Omar Narvaez), it was a little difficult to remember what they did during that portion 
of the winter meetings this year. 
 
After all, general manager Rick Hahn made his final comments from his suite in Lake Buena Vista, Florida while the 
Triple-A phase was wrapping up, and the focus then was twisting him into comments on Manny Machado hypotheticals — 
remember when there was hope that might happen? — rather than minor league catching depth. Luckily, there was this 
video from the Dominican Winter League to serve as a reminder. 
 
The extremely self-satisfied individual who launches a three-run bomb and appears to have some words with the 
opposing first baseman in this video is catcher Yermin Mercedes. He turns 25 on Valentine's Day, and should spend next 
season at Triple-A Charlotte after the White Sox selected him away from the Orioles in the minor league portion of the 
Rule 5 draft. He apparently already has a Chicagoan's spirit for pointed disputes at the workplace. 
 
Going to Triple-A means he'll probably split time with whoever loses the Narvaez-Kevan Smith battle for the major league 
backup job, and is another name for the Sox to have in their future catcher pool besides staking all their hope on Zack 
Collins and Seby Zavala. 
 
Mercedes hit .276/.340/.455 in 110 games, mostly at High-A last season, and he's hit .314/.378/.419 in 28 games in 
Dominican Winter League. He threw out 17 of 50 basestealers. 
 
The extremely obvious stuff you could have probably gleaned from the highlight video 
 
Mercedes has a thick build and there's no way his 5-foot-11, 175-pound listing is up to date or even from within the last 
few years, which lends itself to the questions about his defense and mobility that we'll expand upon a bit more in a minute. 
He's aggressive at the plate and has raw power that looks impressive when he's able to tap into it, and while not every 



scout I spoke to was particularly impressed by his pop, he did hit 16 home runs in 424 plate appearances in the minors 
last year. The juiced ball home run explosion has not made it to the minor leagues, so this is an impressive total. 
 
The bad: This is a Triple-A Rule 5 pick and reasonable expectations are important 
 
Good pop times and a strong throwing arm are about all there is for positives scouts were willing to lay on Mercedes' 
defensive abilities at this point in time. That leaves pitch blocking, pitch framing and pitch calling all as rather severe 
question marks — at best limiting factors to his hope of being a valuable major leaguer, and at worst, dealbreakers that 
eventually move him off the position. 
 
That's a big, noisy load in his swing combined with a hyper-aggressive approach. He's shown enough gift for making 
contact (15.8 percent strikeout rate in 2017) that there is hope from scouts that he could hit for average, but his pretty 
offensive numbers were accumulated at an advanced age at lower levels of the minors. His tendency to expand the zone 
makes evaluators believe the walks will start to evaporate at higher levels of competition, as well as the consistent power 
production. 
 
In all, the package is an extremely bat-first catcher whose bat will not likely stand up to the scrutiny of advanced pitching, 
but will perhaps put up tantalizing decent offensive lines in Triple-A, and could be a more interesting fourth catcher on the 
depth chart than Donny Lucy was, or even Rob Brantly (though Brantly actually hit a dramatic home run last year). Doubts 
about Mercedes' conditioning will cast a shadow on every element of his game until he can dismiss them. 
 
The good: A somewhat interesting prospect grabbed for essentially nothing (Well, $12,000. Sorry, Jerry.) 
 
For the Rule 5 draft, especially the Triple-A portion where one can find players and put them in less hopeless 
assignments, picking up any meaningful depth is a coup. One scout who watched Mercedes for much of 2017 called it a 
“fantastic pickup” for the White Sox, who probably aren't engendering much goodwill from Baltimore at the moment. 
 
Mercedes blitzed lefties for all of last season, and while that and his defensive skill set don't make him much of a 
complementary match with Welington Castillo, a catcher who can come off the bench once or twice per week, put the ball 
in play and occasionally run into a blast can get major league work for a while somewhere. The more slots in the minors 
that are getting filled with guys with some upside, rather than career minor leaguers, the healthier the White Sox 
organization continues to be. 
 

 
Why White Sox slugger Jim Thome deserves to be a first ballot Hall of Famer  
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald | Dec. 31, 2017  
 
When it comes to Hall of Fame candidates, Jim Thome is the total package. 
 
Eligible to be inducted for the first time this year, Thome checks all the boxes as a player, and the left-handed slugger 
ranks eighth all-time with 612 home runs. 
 
Thome hit 134 homers with the White Sox from 2006-09. 
 
There is also the "character clause" that Baseball Writers Association of America voters are strongly advised to consider 
before casting their ballots. 
 
Here is what it says: "Voting shall be based upon the player's record, playing ability, integrity, sportsmanship, character, 
and contributions to the team(s) on which the player played." 
 
Playing ability clearly indicates Barry Bonds, Roger Clemens, Manny Ramirez, Sammy Sosa and Rafael Palmeiro rate as 
some of the greatest the game has seen, but how much did performance-enhancing drug usage boost their numbers? 
 
Quite a bit, in the view of many BBWAA voters, and that's where the character and sportsmanship issues come into play. 
 
In his 22 seasons with the Indians, Phillies, White Sox, Dodgers, Twins and Orioles, Thome's only possible character flaw 
was this -- he was too nice. 
 
That was always the running joke, but the truth is Thome was, and still remains, one of baseball's really good guys. Since 
midway through the 2013 season, the Peoria native has worked as special assistant to White Sox general manager Rick 
Hahn. 
 



"Leo Durocher said nice guys finish last, but I don't think that's necessarily true," White Sox chairman Jerry Reinsdorf said 
after adding Thome to the front office. "He's a presence. He's a Hall of Famer. He's going to be a first-ballot Hall of Famer, 
but he knows the game. He's not a guy who just went up there and succeeded because he had talent. 
 
"When you sit and talk to Jim Thome, he understands the game. He understands how the game's supposed to be played, 
and I think that's something he can pass on to young players." 
 
Thome has been a great influence on young Sox players such as Matt Davidson, and it all goes back to the character 
aspect. 
 
Two quick personal stories: 
 
• Thome hit his 500th career home run in a White Sox uniform, a 2-run walkoff shot against the Angels on Sept. 16, 2007. 
 
Before the season ended, Thome distributed autographed photos of the milestone homer to employees throughout the 
organization, and he also included beat writers. 
 
Initially, I didn't get a photo. That was fine since it was not expected. 
 
But a few days later, there is was. 
 
Apparently, Thome noticed the original photograph had a bent corner and he didn't want to sign it. A new batch was 
printed, and the Thome photo I wound up receiving was free of flaws. 
 
• After the White Sox played the Rays in Tampa Bay during the 2006 season, I was talking to Thome at the hotel bar. 
 
An unnamed teammate (OK, it was backup catcher Chris Widger) kept sending shots to Thome and other players huddled 
around the bar. 
 
Like a good teammate, Thome toasted Widger each time before covertly dumping the shot into the bar drain by the beer 
taps. 
 
That's a good teammate. 
 
And Thome is a great bet to be a first ballot Hall of Famer. 
 

Bears, Blackhawks, Bulls, Cubs, and White Sox join together to fight violence  
By Larry Hawley / WGN Chicago | Dec. 20, 2017  
 
CHICAGO – Different sports, different seasons, and different fan bases sometimes make it difficult for Chicago’s five 
major sports franchises to work together on many joint ventures. 
 
But this holiday season, the spirit has hit the Bears, Blackhawks, Bulls, Cubs, and White Sox in an effort to curb one of 
Chicago’s biggest problems. 
 
On Wednesday, all five teams announced a partnership called the Chicago Sports Alliance that is aimed at combating the 
violence in Chicago that’s dominated the headlines during the past few years. 
 
As part of this alliance, the teams will donate a total of $1 million to three organizations aimed at curbing violence this year 
and will continue this financial support for years to come. 
 
The three organizations which will receive the donations this year are Choose 2 Change in Englewood, analyst training by 
the Crime Lab for the Chicago Police Department’s Strategic Decision Support Centers (SDSCs), and the University of 
Chicago Crime Lab. 
 
Each team put this video on their Twitter account to announce the new alliance. 
  
A member of the team’s front office also released statements through news release. 
 
“We are all deeply saddened every day when we read a new headline about shootings and violence in Chicago,” said 
White Sox and Bulls Chairman Jerry Reinsdorf. “Chicago is our home.  This is the greatest city in the world. Collectively, 
we need to work together to preserve it, and now is the time for us to double our efforts. While we understand that as 



sports teams we don’t have all of the answers to solving such complicated issues, we do appreciate the incredible position 
of leadership that we are fortunate to hold. We have a responsibility to give back to our city and to all of our fans who have 
given us their hearts and cheers. These teams have brought championships to Chicago, but the great people of this city 
deserve a champion – or an alliance of champions – to stand together against this unacceptable level of community 
violence.” 
 
“This partnership is not about the teams, it is about the power of coming together as Chicagoans to do all we can to try to 
make a difference,” said  Bears Chairman George  McCaskey.  “The credit for this should go to Jerry Reinsdorf, as it was 
his idea. We are all doing things already with our own teams but it was his vision to bring everyone together to collectively 
have a greater impact. The monetary factor is important of course but we are also hoping because so many of our great 
fans and so many young people look up to our players that we can have an impact that way. If we can get through to them 
in some way, we can send a positive message about making our city better.” 
 
“While our teams wear different uniforms and have different names, this city is something we all share,” said Blackhawks 
Chairman Rocky Wirtz. “Chicago comes first in all of our names, and we share an unconditional commitment to build 
strong communities around us and do what we can to help identify solutions to one of the city’s toughest and most 
complicated problems.” 
 
“In many neighborhoods, crime and gun violence are major problems,” said Chicago Cubs Chairman Tom Ricketts.  “We 
look forward to working with other Chicago sports teams to invest in proven programs that help to address these issues 
and, hopefully, make our communities safer.” 


