
 
 

September 23, 2018 
 
• The Athletic, On Saturday, the Cubs caught a break. But they always make their own luck. 

https://theathletic.com/541968/2018/09/23/on-saturday-the-cubs-caught-a-break-but-they-
always-make-their-own-luck/  

 
• The Athletic, Javier Báez lets his game do the talking, and his MVP-level season might have saved 

the 2018 Cubs 
https://theathletic.com/541962/2018/09/23/javier-baez-lets-his-game-do-the-talking-and-his-mvp-
level-season-might-have-saved-the-2018-cubs/  

 
• The Athletic, What are the right questions to ask when an athlete is accused of domestic violence? 

Jessica Luther has some thoughts 
https://theathletic.com/540384/2018/09/22/what-are-the-right-questions-to-ask-when-an-athlete-
is-accused-of-domestic-violence-jessica-luther-has-some-thoughts/  
 

• Cubs.com, Cubs roll on South Side, magic number at 6 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/javier-baez-in-mvp-form-as-cubs-beat-white-sox/c-295677710  
 

• Cubs.com, Baez steps in at shortstop, smashes 34th HR 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/javier-baez-steps-up-for-cubs-hits-34th-hr/c-295649422  
 

• Cubs.com, Cubs recall Freeman for shortstop depth 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/mike-freeman-called-up-to-join-cubs/c-295645492  

 
• ESPNChicago.com, Cubs counting on Javier Baez to keep them covered at shortstop 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/24766610/mlb-chicago-cubs-counting-javier-baez-cover-
shortstop  

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Cubs shrugging off the pressure as October baseball looms 

https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/cubs-shrugging-pressure-october-baseball-looms-
brewers-postseason-nl-central  

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Javy over everybody? The Cubs are buying it 

https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/javy-over-everybody-cubs-are-buying-it-baez-lindor-nl-
mvp-maddon-sox  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Jon Lester says Cubs not ready to celebrate yet: ‘Whoa, let’s not get too far 

ahead of ourselves’ 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-jon-lester-20180922-story.html  
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs win 8-3 over White Sox; magic number to win NL Central falls to 6 with 
Brewers loss 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/ct-spt-cubs-white-sox-20180922-story.html  
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• Chicago Tribune, Column: These Cubs will deserve their party when they clinch another 

postseason berth 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-postseason-sullivan-20180922-
story.html  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Javier Baez's versatility never has been more important for the Cubs 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-javier-baez-white-sox-20180922-
story.html  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Cubs add infielder Mike Freeman to take Addison Russell's roster spot 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-mike-freeman-20180922-
story.html  
 

• Chicago Tribune, After extended rest, key bullpen arms deliver 4 scoreless innings in Cubs' victory 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-relievers-rest-20180922-
story.html  
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs regroup after Addison Russell accusations, focus on jobs in win over Sox 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-regroup-addison-russell-accusations-focus-jobs-win-
white-sox/  

 
• Chicago Sun-Times, Javy Baez key to Cubs’ life without Addison Russell 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/javy-baez-key-cubs-life-without-addison-russell/  
 

• Daily Herald, Baez powers Chicago Cubs to a fast start toward win 
https://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180922/baez-powers-chicago-cubs-to-a-fast-start-toward-
win  

 
• Daily Herald, Hawk Harrelson pays a visit to Chicago Cubs' Maddon 

https://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180922/hawk-harrelson-pays-a-visit-to-chicago-cubs-
maddon  

 
• Daily Herald, Rozner: For a night, Chicago Cubs find the magic again 

https://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180921/rozner-for-a-night-chicago-cubs-find-the-magic-
again  

 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
On Saturday, the Cubs caught a break. But they always make their own luck. 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
Sometimes all you need to break out of a slump is a little luck. 
 
The Cubs were shut out Wednesday in Arizona. After a much-needed day off, they jumped out to a quick 
lead Friday against the White Sox, only for the offense to go silent until they delivered three 
meaningless runs late in a lopsided loss. 
 
For four-plus innings Saturday, it seemed as though we were being treated to a replay, as the Cubs let 
an early lead slip away. 
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In the fifth, their luck turned. After a pair of one-out singles from Kyle Schwarber and David Bote, Daniel 
Murphy ripped a 95-mph liner to the opposite field. White Sox left fielder Ryan LaMarre broke in on the 
ball and by the time he realized that he was too far in, the ball had zipped over his head and Murphy had 
himself a run-scoring double and the Cubs had runners at second and third with Ben Zobrist coming to 
the plate. 
 
“That was a seminal moment, absolutely,” Maddon said after the Cubs’ 8-3 win Saturday. “When it was 
hit, LaMarre’s coming in on the ball and I thought, ‘Wow, I thought it was hit better than that.’ Off the 
bat, it just felt or sounded better, I thought. And of course, it was. I thought it was the turning point. It 
definitely gave us that offensive break we’ve been seeking. We’ve hit some balls good for outs too, but 
that one went our way and it was a big moment.” 
 
Outside of Javy Báez, who hit a two-run homer in the first, there are few Cubs who have been as reliable 
this season as Zobrist. The switch-hitting veteran snuck a grounder through the infield in the fifth inning 
and suddenly a once-dormant Cubs offense had built a 5-2 lead. Pairing that with a Milwaukee Brewers’ 
loss, the Cubs’ division lead expanded to 2 1/2 games and their magic number shrank to six with eight 
games to go. 
 
The eight runs was one of the Cubs’ few offensive outbursts in a second half that’s seen a once-vaunted 
group fall to the middle of the pack in many categories they were leading at the All-Star break. Entering 
Saturday, the Cubs were averaging just four runs a game since the break, 25th in baseball during that 
span. They were 17th in walk rate (7.9 percent), 20th in batting average (.248), 17th in on-base 
percentage (.315), 27th in slugging percentage (.391) and 24th in wRC+ (89). They’re also tops in 
groundball rate (48.8 percent) and 29th in hard-hit rate (30.8 percent), meaning far too many of their 
balls in play are weakly hit ground balls. That’s not a recipe for success. 
 
Prior to the break, they were much better in all of these categories, top five in baseball in most of them. 
And their 5.12 runs per game in those first 93 games indicated that this offense was much more potent 
than what they’ve shown over the last 60, prior to Saturday. And while eight runs might seem like a step 
in the right direction, the way they earned those runs didn’t inspire much confidence. But sometimes all 
a team needs to get out of a funk is Ryan LaMarre misjudging a fly ball. 
 
The Cubs haven’t had much hard contact, and like Maddon said, when they actually have seen it, those 
balls have found gloves more often than they’d like. But Saturday marked their 90th win of the season, 
which makes it their fourth straight season reaching that mark. That’s the most they’ve had in a row 
since they rattled off nine straight seasons from 1904-1912. In fact, before this stretch, they hadn’t even 
had back-to-back 90-plus-win seasons since they had three straight from 1928-1930. 
 
This team may not seem like it’s ready to run through the National League in the playoffs. They’re 
certainly flawed. But no more than any other team in their league. And how they’ve managed to get to 
this point is a tried and true method of pitching and defense. 
 
Even with Brandon Morrow down for the season and Pedro Strop hoping for a miracle return before the 
regular season ends, the bullpen still managed to put together four scoreless innings Saturday night, 
three of them with the team still clinging to a two-run lead. And all four relievers used – Carl Edwards, 
Jr., Jesse Chavez, Justin Wilson and Steve Cishek – have ERAs under 3.00 for the season. It’s an imperfect 
group, but as team president Theo Epstein pointed out earlier in the week, they do still lead the NL 
(second in all of baseball) with bullpen ERA of 3.34. 
 



 
And when Jon Lester tosses five innings of three-run ball and that’s one of his worst starts in recent 
memory, that actually feels like a good thing. The 34-year-old lefty has turned a corner since a 
disastrous stretch following the All-Star break and now has a 2.18 ERA in his last seven starts with 41 
strikeouts and just eight walks. A group that once felt like a weak link of the team now is viewed as one 
of their strongest areas heading into October as Lester, Kyle Hendricks, Cole Hamels and José Quintana 
— all backed up by a defense that’s fourth in baseball in defensive runs saved and sixth in defensive 
efficiency — will be leaned on to lead this team through the playoffs. 
 
This is a playoff-tested group that’s proven they can overcome almost any obstacle. Despite the hitters 
struggling mightily since the break, they still sit a competent week away from another division crown 
and will likely head into the playoffs looked as a favorite to represent the NL in the World Series. They 
just have to take care of their own business. 
 
“We know what we got,” Báez said. “Like I say all the time, we just gotta stay away from every other 
team. They gotta pay attention to us. Not us to them. If we do that, we should be good.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Javier Báez lets his game do the talking, and his MVP-level season might have saved the 2018 Cubs  
By Patrick Mooney 
 
Javier Báez might become the National League MVP as the best player on the best team, an 
organizational success story and an antidote to a game that’s become too slow and too boring. Or Báez 
might just be the exception on a disappointing Cubs season, individual brilliance wasted amid the 
collective letdown. 
 
The Cubs have replaced 40 percent of their Opening Day rotation after investing $164 million in Yu 
Darvish and Tyler Chatwood. Injuries to Brandon Morrow and Pedro Strop sidelined their No. 1 and 1a 
closers and highlighted some of the tension between team president Theo Epstein and manager Joe 
Maddon. At most, 2016 NL MVP Kris Bryant will play in 64 percent of the regular-season schedule and 
his left shoulder could compromise his effectiveness in the playoffs. 
 
The stunted on-field development of some of the other young Cubs is nothing compared to Addison 
Russell’s off-the-field issues, the one-time All-Star shortstop now on administrative leave under Major 
League Baseball’s joint domestic violence policy after denying the abuse allegations his ex-wife made in 
a blog post. 
 
The Cubs have one week left in the regular season and Báez already has 34 homers and 110 RBIs to go 
with a .293 batting average, an .898 OPS, 97 runs scored and 21 stolen bases, not to mention Gold 
Glove-level play at second base, shortstop and third base. Either way, Báez will let others make the MVP 
arguments now or make excuses for what went wrong later. 
 
“Javy is very quiet,” said Desi Wilson, the Triple-A Iowa hitting coach who worked closely with Báez at 
Single-A Daytona (2012) and Double-A Tennessee (2013). “But he shows it all out on the field. He’s a 
passionate ballplayer. You see it. He cares about his teammates. He cares about the coaching staff. He 
goes about the game the right way. He does all his talking on the field. He talks in a loud way, the way he 
brings it.” 
 
That’s what Báez did in front of the first sellout crowd this season at Guaranteed Rate Field on a crisp 
Saturday night in September. Báez lined the first pitch he saw from Lucas Giolito over the left-field fence 



 
for a two-run, first-inning homer that set the tone in an 8-3 win over the White Sox. That combined with 
a Pittsburgh Pirates win over the Milwaukee Brewers chopped the Cubs’ magic number to clinch the NL 
Central down to six. 
 
“We know what we got,” Báez said in a matter-of-fact tone while reporters and cameramen crowded his 
locker inside the visiting clubhouse. “Like I say all the time, you just got to stay away from every other 
team. They got to pay attention to us, not us to them. If we do that, we should be good.” 
 
In this episode of The Javy Show, Báez also added an RBI single in the ninth inning and then executed a 
hard slide into second base that led to a Cowboy Joe West moment and ejections for White Sox 
shortstop Tim Anderson and manager Rick Renteria. Báez had a reaction that delighted Cubs fans. 
 
He also showed his range at shortstop in the first inning, throwing a ball that bounced off the camera 
well for an error and recovering to make a sliding/spin play deep in the hole for the third out. 
 
“I know we would not be in this position without him,” Maddon said. “A couple years ago, KB won the 
MVP award playing third base, left field, center field, right field, some first base. Javy this year is the best 
second baseman in baseball – and then he can play short and third. He’s Gold Glove-caliber at any 
position he plays. 
 
“Combine that now with the power, the RBIs, the batting average. I said it a year or so ago, the moment 
he starts laying off the down-and-away slider, he becomes Manny Ramirez. He’s still not quite there yet 
because there’s another level of him. He’s doing better, but there’s another level that people have not 
seen yet.” 
 
On Friday, Epstein and chairman Tom Ricketts declined to speculate about Russell’s future in a Cubs 
uniform, supporting MLB’s investigation and letting the collectively bargained process unfold. Who plays 
shortstop for the Cubs doesn’t seem at all important in light of Melisa Reidy’s abuse allegations. There is 
no good transition here, except to mention that Epstein tellingly said he only knew Russell “in a baseball 
context.” 
 
The Cubs run a cold-blooded business that once stomached adding Aroldis Chapman after his 30-game 
suspension under MLB’s domestic violence policy because of an obvious need in the bullpen and a 108-
year championship drought. This is a different cultural moment and a different calculus. 
 
Báez has shown his value to the team independent of anyone else’s play. He helped the Cubs get those 
World Series rings, winning the co-MVP of the NLCS, but hasn’t coasted or regressed. He was a backup 
shortstop in name only. 
 
“Think about it,” Maddon said, “(Javy) might be the best overall shortstop in the league right now if you 
wanted to grade it all out with his offense and defense, baserunning, etc. In the American League, 
there’s some competition on that side. But overall, he’s a top-three, top-five shortstop in all of baseball 
right now, even though he has not played there a whole lot.” 
 
MVP or not, Báez might have been the firewall that ultimately separated the Cubs from a system-wide 
breakdown and getting into the playoffs for the fourth year in a row. 
 
“For me, what puts him above everybody in that talk is his ability to play multiple positions,” Saturday’s 
winning pitcher Jon Lester said. “I think it’s easy to show up every day and know what spot in the order 
you’re going to hit and what position you’re going to play. Javy’s done it at second, short and third for us 
all year, so I feel like that puts an added burden on him. 



 
 
“The offensive side speaks for itself. People want to nitpick at the fact that he doesn’t walk, but the 
numbers speak for themselves. I mean, .300 with 34 and 100, that’s hard to argue.” 
 
There isn’t a statistic for this, but how many players regularly hear “MVP!” chants in road stadiums? 
There’s also no metric for how much Báez has matured, but that kind of buzz used to be a trap that 
might disrupt his game. Not anymore. 
 
“I try to focus on just me and the pitcher,” Báez said, “because that’s when I get big and I chase pitches 
out of the zone, so I’ve been trying to control myself. I’m going to hear it. I’m just trying to stay away 
from it.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
What are the right questions to ask when an athlete is accused of domestic violence? Jessica Luther has 
some thoughts 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
Late Thursday evening, the Cubs became aware of a blog post in which Addison Russell’s ex-wife Melisa 
Reidy shared her side of the story, detailing the alleged emotional and physical abuse she suffered while 
married to Russell. 
 
On Friday, the Cubs got back to work after their first off-day in a month. 
 
As I entered the visitor’s clubhouse at Guaranteed Rate Field, I had an empty feeling. I wanted to hear a 
strong voice call out a culture that hasn’t done enough to allow victims of abuse to feel welcome in a 
sports world that often makes them feel unwanted. But I knew that this would not be the day where 
we’d hear one. 
 
The evening ended not only with a loss to the White Sox, but with another denial from Russell, issued 
through the Players Association, reiterating what he said in a statement last June: 
 
“These allegations are totally false. I made that clear to Major League Baseball last year and reiterated it 
to the Cubs today. I’m confident any full and fair investigation will fully exonerate me. The protection of 
my children is foremost in my mind so I will have no further comment.” 
 
As the day began, it played out as many of these instances do. Designated team leader Anthony Rizzo 
came to his locker and was immediately surrounded by reporters. Theo Epstein and Tom Ricketts had 
not yet informed the team about the details of the suspension. Rizzo had not read Reidy’s blog. 
 
“I guess the investigation is still ongoing,” Rizzo said. “Which seems crazy, it’s been a year now, right? So 
someone’s not doing their investigative work very good, I don’t think. It’s tough. Obviously this is 
something that – I haven’t read what it is, I don’t know what’s going on. But it’s unfortunate that it’s still 
going on and whatever’s happening, it’s tough.” 
 
Whether Rizzo realized it or not, to question why an investigation is taking so long diminishes the 
magnitude of the accusations. In no scenario is the potential of a baseball team being distracted or 
bothered by this investigation more important than MLB gathering as much information regarding a 
potential domestic abuse violation as possible, regardless of how long it takes. Epstein at least explained 
that when a reporter asked him about the length of the investigation. 



 
 
“I think any time there are accusations of this nature they have to be taken very seriously,” Epstein said. 
“Timing and inconvenience doesn’t play into it. All parties have an obligation to get to a just and fair 
resolution. If that includes discipline, if appropriate, so be it. If it doesn’t, so be it. The important thing 
here is that justice and fairness is ultimately found. The timing is not ideal, but that does not matter. 
What matters is getting to a just and fair resolution.” 
 
For the remainder of the time the Cubs clubhouse was open, no other players spoke. Eventually, 
Ricketts, Epstein and general manager Jed Hoyer walked in and headed straight for manager Joe 
Maddon’s office. About 15 minutes later, the clubhouse closed for a team meeting. 
 
Afterward, Ricketts and Epstein met the media first and Maddon followed. When asked if he read the 
blog post, Maddon said, “I did not.” 
 
He was hit with an immediate follow-up: Do you think you should? 
 
“I don’t know, should I?” Maddon asked. 
 
But mere moments later, Maddon had this to say about rushing to judgement on serious issues like 
domestic violence. 
 
“I really try to get all the information before I weigh in,” Maddon said. “If I don’t know all the facts on 
both sides, then it’s hard to come to an intelligent conclusion about it. So I really try to refrain.” 
 
Maddon had more information available to him prior to speaking with reporters and was certainly 
aware that this information was there for him to digest. But he chose not to take it in. 
 
It’s important to note the Cubs didn’t come out with a full-throated support of Russell. While there was 
nothing particularly revelatory in what anyone had to say, this wasn’t a “we stand behind our guy” 
situation. When asked what he would say if he were a character witness for Russell, Epstein’s response 
told much of the story. 
 
“I would say that I know him in a baseball context,” Epstein said. “And that one thing I think we’ve 
learned as a society as we collectively try to wrestle with, to try to deal appropriately with and handle 
accusations like this, it’s important to step back and understand because you know someone in one 
context, you don’t necessarily know them fully. That said, he’s a member of this organization that’s been 
an active member of this club. His dealings with us have been certainly on the up and up. I can’t 
speculate as to things that occur beyond this, except to say that we certainly are concerned about the 
allegations.” 
 
Epstein makes a valid point, and does an interesting bit of verbal gymnastics to avoid saying anything 
complimentary. But that’s as far as it went in terms of criticism of Russell. 
 
And the reality is, that’s about what anyone would expect. The investigation has just been restarted and 
Russell’s guilt in the matter should not be assumed. But what the alleged victim is going through should 
not be brushed aside either. 
 
All reporters, including myself, need to be aware that the way we frame these issues impacts more than 
just the people we cover. We all need to learn how to handle these situations, because while topics like 
domestic violence have unfortunately always been a part of sports, how they’re covered and through 
what lens hasn’t always been focused on enough. 



 
 
This is less about Russell and more about a culture that’s become pervasive in sports. While listening to 
these largely boilerplate responses, I couldn’t help but wonder why we’d all wasted our time asking 
questions that would get us nowhere. There has to be a better way to do this. 
 
More than a year ago, when the allegations against Russell first came out, I reached out to Jessica 
Luther, a freelance journalist who often writes on the intersection of sport and off-field violence. She 
recently published a book: “Unsportsmanlike Conduct: College Football and the Politics of Rape.” I 
wanted to understand how I could do my job better when covering topics like domestic violence. I never 
published the interview, because Russell’s case never moved forward, but figured now would be an 
appropriate time to do so. 
 
Here is my interview with Luther, whom I spoke to via phone while covering a Cubs-Mets series in New 
York in June 2017. 
 
SS: The first thing I was wondering is what are the common missteps that you see journalists make when 
covering domestic violence in sports? 
 
Jessica Luther: I don’t envy beat reporters on this. Like you said, you’re not trained to cover this. There’s 
so much nuance and knowledge around this issue that’s important when reporting on it. Normally the 
thing that leads people astray quickest is the thing that you’re trained to do. Which is center these 
athletes and these teams in the narratives that you guys write about them. So you’re used to wanting to 
know how a baseball player feels about the circumstances around him. How it’s affecting his play, those 
kinds of things. That often comes off incredibly insensitive though when the narrative is domestic 
violence and they are the ones who have been reported to have done that violence. Does that make 
sense? 
 
SS: Yeah, I can understand that. I completely agree, you’re not getting the other side. So why do his 
feelings matter? We’re getting one side of the story and we’re talking about the feelings of a person 
who possibly committed the crime instead of the victim. 
 
Luther: Right. This is a struggle with doing this exact kind of reporting in general. Most of the time, I 
don’t even know the name of the victim. Even if you do, you probably don’t have access to them. 
Probably the most that you’ll get from their perspective would be a police officer’s reporting of what 
they said on site. Maybe if they did a written report that went into the police file. But that is not the 
same thing that you’re asking of the player. So if that’s the “perspective that you have of the victim,” it’s 
literally that one incident that you understand. And it’s all very limited and structured. 
 
Whereas, your access to this player or coach or whomever it is, you’re asking them much bigger context. 
They’re given a platform to defend themselves, to say how they feel. They may or may not talk — often 
they won’t if they have a good defense attorney, they shouldn’t — talk about what happened the night 
that’s been reported. But you get a much bigger sense of them as people, and that can be very difficult 
because we want to have a better sense of both sides. That should be our job as journalists. But just the 
way we have to protect victims, people who report, because of how terrible our society is in general 
around this issue, it makes the other side hard. And I think that’s a big struggle with this. 
 
So how do you report on it? How do you ask this person questions about it without making how they 
feel or their version of it the center of that narrative. I don’t know if I can give you an easy answer here. 
So, I’m an investigative reporter. A lot of the time I’m spending months on stuff before I actually end up 
writing about it. Whereas, you guys sometimes have hours to figure out what you’re going to do with 
this story. It’s very different. You have much more limited sourcing than I would have. I think it’s more 



 
your own frame of mind when you sit down to either ask questions or write it. How much is the athlete 
centered here? How much am I privileging their version of this? 
 
Just remind yourself that not just survivors will read your words, but it’s very possible that the victim or 
the person who is reported in the actual case that you’re writing about could read what you’re writing. I 
think part of what happens with this, I imagine you guys understand that the Cubs might read your stuff. 
So part of your audience is not just fans, but the team, the players, management, those kind of people. 
So one of my suggestions is to expand that audience to also include the person who reported that 
violence. Their friends, their family, their mother might read that as well. So whatever tempering you’re 
doing because you understand your audience, that should be part of the audience you’re considering 
with the words you’re choosing and the way you’re framing it. But that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t be 
reporting. But it frames it differently for sports beat reporters than they otherwise would imagine. 
 
As an example of how this works, the very famous now victim impact statement from the Brock Turner 
case that the victim wrote and released to Buzzfeed. She writes very eloquently in there of the hell of 
reading about her rape described in media followed by his swim meet times. Whoever did that writing 
probably never considered the first time the victim would have learned what had happened to her 
would be through their words and the way that they chose to frame that incident of violence. That 
doesn’t mean that these choices are easy. The hell of it is, you have to report on it. 
 
(Here Luther discussed an odd question posed to Russell in 2017. A reporter essentially asked Russell 
what emotions he was feeling. Russell, as he did with every question regarding the domestic abuse 
allegations, gave no comment.) 
 
I understand as journalists it’s not our job to determine guilt. It’s not what we do and we shouldn’t be 
doing that. But that question wasn’t asked in any way considering that there’s any other part of this 
story. I don’t even know what that reporter thought they were going to get by asking that question. Had 
he answered that question, how would you even report that? Part of me thinks that no one should have 
asked questions if they weren’t asking about the investigation or the impact of the time on the field. 
Not, how does this affect your play, but … I don’t know. This is the thing. I’m not a beat reporter. So I 
don’t have to sit in front of him in a press conference setting with my peers and work through this. But it 
looked damn bad on paper. 
 
SS: Part of it is, many reporters are just looking for a quick quote or soundbite to play on the radio. 
They’re not thinking critically about what’s happening here and the consequences of asking such 
questions. 
 
Luther: Which kills me, because for me, when I report on this, I try so hard to remember the real impact 
that these things have on actual people’s lives beyond that room that you’re sitting in. Because survivors 
tell me all the time how much it does actually matter. This is also true as well to the people who’ve been 
reported. I worry a lot about sort of how all that comes across. When I read stuff like that, it just seems 
very careless. There’s no concern for how this operates outside the press conference room. I just think 
that’s the absolute worst way to approach this topic if you have to report on it. At the most basic level, 
you should be worried all the time about how this will play out in the larger world. Especially for people 
who live with this all the time. There are Cubs fans who are victims of domestic violence today who are 
going to read this stuff, you know? It influences what they imagine about the kind of support they will 
get if they ever make a choice, a hard, hard choice, to leave the situation that they’re in and whether or 
not that’s fair. It’s not fair to them either. 
 
This is the weight of this work. It comes with real weight. And I understand why reporters who are new 
to it struggle with it. I struggle with it and I’m like four years in. The newness of it and the intense 



 
microscope that happens when you’re the one who asked a bad question in a big moment, it’s harsh 
sometimes, the way that we respond to those mistakes, but that’s because your intentions matter not at 
all and the impact is so huge with this kind of work. 
 
SS: I wasn’t there (when Russell took questions back in June 2017) but I couldn’t help but wonder what 
the right questions are? If he’s going to no comment everything relevant, is there a question to ask him? 
So your choice seems to be just talk about baseball or not talk to him at all, right? 
 
Luther: I think that might be fair. Which is a hard thing because your job is to go in and ask all the 
questions you can think of in that moment. But maybe there aren’t good questions about this. Maybe 
there just aren’t. Maybe journalists need to come to terms that asking the person who has been 
reported to commit violence, maybe there isn’t a good question that you can ask them. Maybe asking 
him about the investigation and what they’ve heard from MLB. But if they’re not going to talk about that 
part of it, what is there really to even talk about at this point? 
 
Because you can’t get the other side. Then what are you actually doing, other than providing a platform 
to this one person because they happen to be a sports star. And what good is that in the end for 
anybody? Like I said before, they shouldn’t be talking. If they have a good defense attorney, they’ve 
been told not to anyway. They shouldn’t be talking to begin with. So maybe that’s it. 
 
I think about this a lot. There was this amazing piece that a friend of mine wrote in the wake of the 
Rolling Stone debacle. Right after that piece fell apart. It was published in November, fell apart in early 
December and then she wrote this piece for Feministing in the middle of December I want to say. She’d 
been a fact-checker for Mother Jones and was then a reporter. She wrote this amazing piece, “Maybe 
journalism can’t really do the work we want it to do for sexual violence. Maybe the fact-checking 
process in a world that doesn’t believe survivors, it’s just never going to feel right.” (Editor’s note: This is 
a paraphrasing of the story.) That just stuck with me. What do I do with that? And then I stew on that 
sometimes, especially when I’m actually doing the work and doing that fact-checking. 
 
Maybe this is one of those moments that, yeah, maybe there’s no question that’s really going to work 
here. Maybe the normal way that you do your beat reporting in the face of domestic violence reports 
just isn’t going to function in the way that you expect it to. Question-asking isn’t going to be productive 
or good for either the person who’s been reported, the person who reported them or victims of this 
kind of violence in general. And certainly fans aren’t going to learn anything from whatever their 
answers are. That just goes so against the nature of the business. 
 
I always feel like I don’t give people the answers they expect. 
 
SS: No, I’m not even sure what I was expecting. I’m just trying to learn since you’ve been doing this 
longer than I have with this subject. I just see this so much, see other reporters dealing with this and 
then the (Aroldis) Chapman incident was really frustrating to me as well. I thought we handled as best 
we could, the reporters did, but we had so much more information. 
 
Luther: And he’d been punished as well. You weren’t operating from the, “Did something happen?” You 
were able to come from a place where MLB said something happened. 
 
Here’s the other thing I will say about this that I also find is useful. So thinking about how you’re framing 
the athlete in your story, thinking about who’s actually going to read this and then expanding your 
audience out and then the other big thing, it does matter to me that individual cases that the victim in 
these cases receive justice in whatever way that they’re looking for. But as a journalist, for me, I’m way 
more interested in the system than the individual player or whoever’s been reported. For me, I’m way 



 
more interested in what the manager says, what the owner says, what Theo Epstein says, what MLB is 
doing. Those are endlessly more interesting questions than like what about this one singular case. Those 
are the things that I find much more interesting and compelling than how does this one guy who’s been 
reported feel about that situation. We can all guess how he feels. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs roll on South Side, magic number at 6 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Officially, the Cubs were on the road on Saturday night, but they felt right at home. 
 
MVP candidate Javier Baez drove in three runs to raise his National League-leading RBI total to 110 and 
Daniel Murphy hit a tiebreaking RBI double to lead the Cubs to an 8-3 victory over the crosstown-rival 
White Sox in front of the first sellout crowd of the season at Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
The Cubs now have a 2 1/2-game lead in the National League Central over the Brewers, who lost 
Saturday in Pittsburgh. The Braves and Yankees secured playoff berths on Saturday. The Cubs are 
inching closer, trimming their magic number (6) to clinch the division. 
 
"We know what we've got," Baez said. "We just have to stay away from every other team. They have to 
pay attention to us, not us to them. If we do that, we should be good. We're going to battle with what 
we've got." 
 
Jon Lester wasn't as sharp as he has been but is now tied with the Nationals' Max Scherzer for the NL 
lead with 17 wins. Lester also is 10-1 on the road since mid-May, although he was pitching just eight 
miles from his home ballpark, Wrigley Field. The left-hander improved to 5-1 in his last seven starts, 
scattering eight hits over five innings and striking out four. 
 
"I couldn't get the weak contact that I was able to get, I couldn't get it at anybody," Lester said. "I tried 
to talk Joe [Maddon] into managing an American League game again and let me go back out for the 
sixth, but he wasn't having any of it." 
 
The Cubs took a quick lead with one out in the first on Baez's two-run homer, his 34th, but the White 
Sox tied the game on an RBI single by Avisail Garcia in the first and Tim Anderson's 20th home run in the 
third. 
 
In the fifth, the Cubs rattled off four straight hits against starter Lucas Giolito, including Murphy's double 
and a two-run single by Ben Zobrist to go ahead, 5-2. Baez added an RBI single in the ninth. 
 
Murphy's double was key. 
 
"That was a seminal moment," Maddon said. "When it was hit, [left fielder Ryan LaMarre] was coming in 
on the ball and I thought it was hit better than that ... and of course it was. I thought it was the turning 
point. It gave us that offensive break we've been seeking. That one went our way." 
 
Saturday was a more normal day for the Cubs. On Friday, the Cubs got the news that shortstop Addison 
Russell was placed on administrative leave by Major League Baseball. Maddon couldn't tell if that 
affected his players, who lost, 10-4, in the series opener. 
 



 
"It's hard to say," Maddon said. "You walk into the locker room and there's a different kind of buzz going 
on outside of the actual game. We did have to meet as a group to talk about things. We did still get in at 
6 o'clock in the morning [on Thursday]. I have a lot of faith in our guys." 
 
Lester didn't see Russell's situation as an issue. 
 
"I would hope that didn't distract guys," Lester said. "We have plenty of other distractions in the 
clubhouse to take us away from baseball. I think our guys were prepared and ready. I think [Friday] was 
one of those days. … This clubhouse has been through enough adversity over the four years I've been 
here to move on from anything that goes on outside this clubhouse." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Baez at the plate: As soon as Baez stepped into the batter's box in the first inning, the "M-V-P" chants 
started. He responded by hitting the first pitch he saw from Giolito -- a changeup -- to left field, driving 
in Zobrist, who had singled, and giving the Cubs a 2-0 lead. 
 
Baez is batting .322 with two doubles, one triple, six home runs and 13 RBIs in his last 15 road games. 
And he's got Lester's vote as MVP. 
 
"For me, what puts him above everybody in that talk is his ability to play multiple positions," Lester said. 
"It's easy to show up every day and know what spot in the order you're going to hit and what position 
you're going to play. Javy's done it at second, short, third for us all year. I feel that puts a little added 
burden on him as far as showing up every day, not knowing where he's going to play. I think the 
offensive side speaks for itself. People want to nitpick that he doesn't walk but [he's batting] .300 with 
34 [homers] and 110 [RBIs] -- I know the other guys are good but when you add multiple positions to a 
guy, that changes my vote for sure." 
 
Baez on the field: With one out in the bottom of the first, Yolmer Sanchez singled to Baez, who made a 
great stop but overthrew first for an error. Sanchez reached second and scored on Garcia's single. Lester 
needed 25 pitches to get through that inning but got some help from Baez, who ended it with a nifty 
stop on Welington Castillo's grounder, making a smooth throw to first. 
 
Baez called his throw on Sanchez's ball a "dumb error." 
 
"I feel comfortable playing short," said Baez, who takes over as the full-time shortstop now that Russell 
is absent. "I just have to get my arm used to playing short every day again and we'll be good." 
 
Said Maddon: "The one throw [on Sanchez's ball] was a little bit high but he got to that ball. He's playing 
at the top of his game as a shortstop in the big leagues. It's pretty impressive to watch. He's involved in 
everything. He's really engaged in the game, and it's a lot of fun to watch." 
 
MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
Anderson was ejected for the second time this season, after a replay review in the ninth inning of a Baez 
slide at second base on a fielder's choice. The White Sox challenged that Baez had attempted to 
interfere with a potential double play by reaching out to grab Anderson's legs, but the call was 
confirmed, allowing the Cubs to score an insurance run. Anderson said he asked second-base umpire Joe 
West for an explanation, and the conversation escalated to an ejection, which drew Renteria out of the 
dugout and led to his ejection. 
 
SOUND SMART 
The Cubs improved to 12-7 in Interleague Play this season. 



 
 
HE SAID IT 
"Let's not get that far ahead of ourselves. We've got, what, [eight] more games? We're 2 1/2 [games 
ahead] -- and we've got a long ways to go. … That's two good teams chasing us. We just have to keep 
playing good baseball. We get to go home -- even though these last three days are kind of home -- but 
we get to go home for the last week of the season and enjoy that." -- Lester, on the tight division race 
 
"Of course, you'd like to be clinched by now. Who knows? Sometimes when you get pressed a little bit 
like this, it can make you better. I just don't want us to get fatigued. There's not a manager or a team 
alive that will tell you they wouldn't prefer clinching well in advance. That's what we did in '16 and when 
we did, I talked about running a Spring Training method the rest of the season and I thought it played 
out pretty well." -- Maddon 
 
UP NEXT 
Kyle Hendricks (12-11, 3.58 ERA) will close the Crosstown Cup series on Sunday, facing White Sox lefty 
Carlos Rodon (6-6, 3.22). Hendricks is winless in five career starts against the White Sox, compiling a 
4.10 ERA. That includes a loss on May 13 at Wrigley Field, when he gave up three earned runs over six 
innings, striking out six. Hendricks is coming off a win over the D-backs in which he went 8 2/3 innings, 
giving up three hits. First pitch is scheduled for 1:10 p.m. CT from Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Baez steps in at shortstop, smashes 34th HR 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- There aren't many teams who can lose a position player and slide an MVP candidate into 
that spot like the Cubs will do at shortstop with Javier Baez. 
 
As soon as Baez stepped into the batter's box in the first inning on Saturday night against White Sox 
right-hander Lucas Giolito, the "M-V-P" chants started. Baez responded by hitting the first pitch he saw, 
a changeup, to left field for his 34th home run, driving in Ben Zobrist, who had singled, and giving the 
Cubs an early lead in an 8-3 victory. 
 
With Addison Russell absent after being placed on administrative leave, Baez will take over at shortstop. 
Saturday was Baez's 43rd start at shortstop this season, having subbed for Russell when he was injured. 
 
"We're kind of lucky that Javy is able to do that as well as he does," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. 
"He's had a lot of play out there already this year. I feel very comfortable about it." 
 
Baez has been Mr. Versatility for the Cubs, starting 75 games at second and 18 at third base. 
 
"You don't even think twice when you put Javy's name at shortstop," Maddon said. 
 
You also could make a case that Baez is the top shortstop in the National League. 
 
"Think about it -- he might be the best overall shortstop in the league right now, if you want to grade it 
all out with his offense and defense and baserunning," Maddon said. "American League, there's some 
competition on that side. Overall, he's a top three, top five shortstop in all of baseball right now, even 
though he hasn't played there a whole lot." 
 



 
On Friday, Russell was placed on administrative leave by Major League Baseball after allegations of 
domestic violence resurfaced in a blog posted by his ex-wife. Maddon said he had not talked to Russell. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs recall Freeman for shortstop depth 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- The Cubs added some infield depth on Saturday, selecting the contract of Mike Freeman 
from Triple-a Iowa. Freeman, who joined the Cubs on Saturday, has been working out since the Minor 
League season ended but also has been preparing for his first child. His wife, Caroline, is due Oct. 1. 
 
"It's right around the corner," said Freeman, 31. "She's been great -- she knew this was a possibility. I'm 
definitely more nervous than she was. She was excited for the opportunity. She was very encouraging to 
me, which is a huge testament to her." 
 
Freeman, who lives in Greenville, S.C., in the offseason, had been working out with some local colleges. 
He batted .274 with 15 doubles, six home runs and 38 RBIs in 78 games for Iowa this season. He played 
primarily at shortstop, where the Cubs now have a vacancy after Addison Russell was placed on 
administrative leave by Major League Baseball. 
 
The Cubs called up Freeman last September as well. 
 
"I see a lot of familiar faces," he said. "To be in one organization the whole year is a comfort compared 
to last year. There's been a lot of welcoming faces." 
 
"He did a nice job with us last year," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. "He's got a great personality and 
fits in well. He's a very good player so it's good to have him here." 
 
Extra bases 
• Kyle Schwarber (back) was the designated hitter for the second straight day, but Maddon said he 
would do something different on Sunday in the series finale against lefty Carlos Rodon. Maddon was 
waiting for Schwarber to tell him when he felt comfortable playing in the outfield again. Schwarber did 
not go with the team to Arizona last week so he could continue his rehab in Chicago. 
 
• This is the latest in the season that the Cubs and White Sox have met in the Crosstown Cup series. 
 
"It really doesn't matter when," Maddon said. "It definitely smells of football today." 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Cubs counting on Javier Baez to keep them covered at shortstop 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
CHICAGO -- If there wasn't enough riding on the shoulders of Chicago Cubs MVP candidate Javier Baez 
before, then there is now, as he'll take over the full-time shortstop duties while teammate Addison 
Russell is on administrative leave after he was accused of domestic violence by his ex-wife. 
 



 
Baez has played the position on and off this season while Russell was injured, but with the Cubs in a 
tight division race, the team is counting on the 25-year-old even more. Is there any doubt he's up for the 
task? 
 
"We're kind of lucky that Javy is able to do that as well as he does," manager Joe Maddon said before 
the Cubs 8-3 win over the Chicago White Sox on Saturday. "He might be the best overall shortstop in the 
league right now, if you want to grade it out. He's a top-three, top-five shortstop in all of baseball, even 
if he hasn't played there a lot." 
 
That's lofty praise, which would sound crazy about any other player. How can you call someone who 
started the season at second base one of the best shortstops as well? In fact, Baez has also played some 
third base as his MVP candidacy will depend in part on voters recognizing how well he has played all 
three positions. 
 
Of course those same voters will notice his bat. He hit his 34th home run on Saturday and his three RBIs 
give him 110 on the season. So think about it. The Cubs' best offensive player is now playing the most 
important position, without the roster providing much help behind him there. The Cubs called up Triple-
A shortstop Mike Freeman -- who was working out at Clemson -- after getting the news that Russell was 
being placed on administrative leave. But it's not like Freeman is going see the field much. This is Baez's 
time to shine at shortstop. 
 
"At this time of the year, with a lot riding on everything, you find that energy," Maddon said of 
potentially playing Baez every inning the rest of the way. 
 
Baez added: "I just have to get my arm used to playing short every day again." 
 
The absence of Russell changes the dynamic for Maddon on defense, but not in a dramatic way. You can 
thank rookie upstart David Bote for that, as his defense at third and second isn't far below what Russell 
and Baez provide. 
 
"Without Addison, it does present differently at the latter part of the game," Maddon admitted. "[But] 
you don't think twice when you put Javy's name at shortstop." 
 
On Saturday, Bote started at third base, then later in the game took over for Daniel Murphy at second 
while Kris Bryant came in from the outfield to play third. When Russell was around, Maddon would 
simply have Baez at second and Russell at short. The new infield look Maddon has been forced to use 
isn't all that bad. Bote provides little drop off. 
 
"He's a very good second baseman," Maddon said of Bote. "We've seen him mostly at third. When we 
left camp I was told he was an outstanding second baseman. 
 
"Addison is still one of the premier shortstops in the game and when you can put Javy there [at second] 
and put Bote at third, you like that too. But Bote at second, alongside Javy, I'll take it." 
 
All of this works because Baez is simply so good at the game of baseball. After hitting his home run in 
the first inning on Saturday, he made an error on a long throw from the hole at short, but a few 
moments later fired a strike to first from the same spot. 
 
"It was a dumb error," Baez said. "I had time to get my feet set and I didn't." 
 



 
You might excuse him since he has basically carried the Cubs for most of the season and now he'll have 
to do it at shortstop without much of a break the rest of the way. Of course, the sooner the Cubs clinch, 
the sooner he can get off his feet. After Saturday's win, they lead the Milwaukee Brewers by 2½ games. 
 
"They have to pay attention to us, not us to them," Baez said. "If we do that we should be good." 
 
And Baez should be good for more than a few MVP votes. As much as the Cubs and Brewers are battling 
for top honors, two of their stars are doing the same. Baez and Christian Yelich have exchanged MVP 
blows all month. The division and the award are coming down to the final week. We know who the Cubs 
are backing. 
 
"When you add multiple positions to a guy, I think that changes my vote for sure," Saturday's winning 
pitcher Jon Lester said. "Javy has been big for us." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs shrugging off the pressure as October baseball looms 
By Tony Andracki 
 
Don't start making plans for Oct. 2, assuming the Cubs are a lock to avoid that NL Wild-Card game and 
have a trio of days off between the final regular season contest (next Sunday) and Game 1 of the NLDS 
on Oct. 4. 
 
Baseball is a crazy sport and a lot can change in the next eight days, but FanGraphs lists the Cubs' chance 
of winning the NL Central at 91.3 percent. 
 
Just, you know, don't tell them that. 
 
"Whoa, let's not get that far ahead of ourselves," Jon Lester said Saturday night in the visiting dugout at 
Guaranteed Rate Field after picking up his 17th win of the season. "We got, what, [8] more games? 
We're 2.5 ahead. We got a long ways to go. I don't ever wanna jump too far ahead on that one. 
 
"If we had a little bit of a different lead or whatnot, I could probably comment on that. But those are 
two good teams chasing us. We just gotta keep playing good baseball. We get to go home (even though 
really these last three days are kinda home), but we get to go home for the remaining week of the 
season and enjoy that.  
 
"I think once we start having some champagne and doing that, then you can ask me that question and 
we'll talk about it then." 
 
Which means we need to wait a bit longer before we get to see Mr. Lester like this again: 
 
But then again, Saturday's game was probably the most important of the season in terms of seeing how 
the Cubs responded to back-to-back toughlosses where they looked listless and punchless. 
 
Javy Baez led the way, doing his MVP El Mago thing, but White Sox outfielder Ryan LaMarre misjudging 
Daniel Murphy's line drive in the fifth inning was the break the Cubs needed to wake up fully, eventually 
coasting to an 8-3 victory. 
 



 
With the Brewers' loss in Pittsburgh, the Cubs' magic number is now 6 and they were feeling themselves 
after the game, looking like the team that is on their way to their third straight division title. 
 
"Yeah, we know what we got," Baez said. "We just gotta stay away from every other team. They gotta 
pay attention to us, not us to them. If we do that, we should be good." 
 
The Cubs have had to endure so much adversity this season to even get to the point Saturday where 
they were bumping their victory music and quite literally bouncing around a cramped clubhouse with a 
slew of Chicago media and almost an entire 40-man roster crammed into one small room. 
 
Joe Maddon had to go back to his "A" bullpen for the first time in over a week, piecing it together with 
Carl Edwards Jr., Jesse Chavez, Justin Wilson and Steve Cishek after Lester. With over a week left, the 
Cubs' skipper still doesn't have Pedro Strop back and there is now no hope of Brandon Morrow making a 
miraculous comeback to provide assistance to this bullpen. 
 
Yu Darvish and Tyler Chatwood were signed over the winter to supplement this Cubs rotation yet 
ineffectiveness and/or injury has made both right-handers a non-factor on this team for the last two 
months. 
 
Kris Bryant still isn't back to his 2016 MVP form. 
 
Kyle Schwarber just returned from a back injury and got his timing back Saturday with a pair of hits, as 
he promised after Friday's game. 
 
Willson Contreras had thought he had made some offensive strides recently to rediscover his lost power 
stroke, yet wound up grounding out four times Saturday night. 
 
Addison Russell is on administrative leave. 
 
Ian Happ has started one game in the last week.  
 
Albert Almora Jr. is hitting .219 with a .528 OPS in the second half, enduring a slump that has lasted over 
two months and counting. 
 
Jason Heyward was in the midst of a resurgent season at the plate, yet has played in only 118 games this 
season due to a concussion in May and then a hamstring issue three weeks ago that is still keeping him 
from playing at 100 percent. 
 
Yet, here the Cubs are, ready to enter the final week of the season in the driver's seat of the entire 
National League. 
 
"I mean, I don't care what place we're in. The most important thing is that you have a chance," Heyward 
said. "To not have a chance, it's kind of a shitty time to be playing baseball last week of the season if you 
don't have a chance. It's great to have a chance. 
 
"I've been fortunate enough to not have too many games where I'm playing throughout my career that 
don't mean anything. We're playing meaningful baseball right now and everything else will speak for 
itself as far as what place we finish in, all that stuff. But we got an opportunity to get where we want to 
be. We gotta find different ways to do it and I feel like it's a testament to our team — we've found 
different ways to get it done." 
 



 
Sure, the Cubs will take where they're at right now, even if it means they have to wait until the last 
possible moment to clinch the division. 
 
But make no mistake, they have no thoughts of the wild card. They haven't gone through everything 
they've had to endure this season — and especially the last five weeks with the 30-day stretch — just to 
leave the entire season on the chance of a one-game crapshoot. 
 
They know how important it is to clinch as early as they can and try to rest up and get ready for the rest 
of the postseason, treating the last few games of the season more like spring training where the starters 
only play half the time and Maddon doesn't have to press the pitchers. 
 
The earliest the Cubs could clinch would be Tuesday night. Last year, they clinched on the Wednesday of 
the final week of the regular season. 
 
"Of course you'd rather be clinched then just going through another spring training," Maddon said. "Of 
course you would. But who knows. Sometimes when you get pressed a little bit like this, it can make you 
even better.  
 
"The big thing when you get pressed sometimes, I just don't want us to get fatigued while you're going 
through this. I've been in that situation also. There's not a manager or a team alive that's gonna tell you 
that they would not prefer clinching well in advance to set it up.  
 
"That's what we did in '16 and when we did, I talked about running a spring training method for the rest 
of the season and I thought it played out pretty well. But in the mean time, we do show up, we've been 
on a tough stretch. I'm really proud of our players." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Javy over everybody? The Cubs are buying it 
By Tony Andracki 
 
Instead of debating about which team is better, the latest installment of the Crosstown Series has now 
become at least partially about Javy Baez. 
 
The White Sox have been out of playoff contention for weeks in a season that has been tabbed a 
"rebuilding" year from the outset. Meanwhile, the Cubs are marching toward a fourth straight 
postseason berth. 
 
So what else do Chicagoans have to argue about? 
 
As Hawk Harrelson steps down from the booth this weekend, maybe it's Baez who is emerging as the 
central polarizing figure in this crosstown "rivalry."  
 
Cubs fans love them some "El Mago" and some corners of the Sox faithful can't stand to think of Baez as 
the NL MVP. 
 
Just watch/listen to the crowd every time Baez steps up to the plate at Guaranteed Rate Field this 
weekend. 
 



 
Hours after Cubs manager Joe Maddon raved about Baez's value to the North Siders, the NL MVP 
candidate went out and had himself an eventful first inning Saturday night — drilling a two-run shot, 
committing an error that led to an unearned run and then making a slick sliding stop to end the opening 
frame: 
 
He later added a seventh-inning walk and a ninth-inning RBI single, bringing his season slash line to 
.293/.329/.569 (.898 OPS) in helping the Cubs to an 8-3 win and extending their lead to 2.5 games in the 
division. 
 
"It's gotta be really exciting for him and his family right now," Maddon said. "We've been through it 
before a couple years ago with [Kris Bryant]. It's nice to see Javy arrive at this point. I mean, when we 
first got here, all the talent in the world — big swing, little bit out of control with his game, errors on 
routine plays and now all of a sudden, he's making the routine play routinely and then he's still able to 
make the spectacular play. 
 
"And he's on the verge of accepting walks and when he's on the verge of doing that, that's when his 
hitting's gonna really take off. Lotta credit for him — he plays every day with energy, mentally and 
physically." 
 
At this point, the NL MVP race probably comes down to Baez, Milwaukee's Christian Yelich and Atlanta's 
Freddie Freeman over the final week of the season. 
 
"For me, what puts him above everybody in that talk is his ability to play multiple positions," said Jon 
Lester, who improved to 17-6 on the season in Saturday's win. "I think it's easy to show up every day 
and know what spot in the order you're gonna hit and what position you're gonna play. I think that's 
kinda the ease-of-mind type thing. Javy's done it at second, short, third for us all year. So I feel like that 
puts a little bit of added burden on him as far as showing up every day and not knowing where exactly 
he's gonna play. 
 
"The offensive side of it speaks for itself. People want to nitpick at the fact that he doesn't walk, but I 
think the numbers speak for themselves — .300 with 34 [homers] with [110 RBI] and that's hard to 
argue. I know the other guys are good and I'm not taking anything away from those guys, but I think 
when you add multiple positions to a guy, I think that changes my vote for sure." 
 
With Addison Russell on administrative leave, Baez slots over to shortstop full time for the Cubs 
indefinitely. 
 
Saturday marked Baez's 43rd start of the season at short, but he's spent the majority of his time at 
second base (75 starts) while also dabbling at the hot corner (18 starts at third base). 
 
Regardless of where he's played defensively, Baez has put up numbers that very well may earn him 
some serious hardware this November. 
 
"He fits," Maddon said. "Listen, look at our league — [Dodgers shortstop Corey] Seager's been out the 
whole season. [Brandon] Crawford is really good in San Francisco. But for the most part, think about it 
— [Baez] might be the best overall shortstop in the league right now. 
 
"Grade it all out with his offense, defense, baserunning, etc. American League, there's some competition 
on that side. But overall, I mean, he's a Top 3/Top 5 shortstop in all of baseball right now, even though 
he has not played there a whole lot." 
 



 
FanGraphs ranks Baez as the fourth-most valuable shortstop this year with 5.2 WAR, coming in behind 
Francisco Lindor (7.4 WAR), Manny Machado (5.7) and Andrelton Simmons (5.3). 
 
Maddon didn't mention Trevor Story (4.5 WAR), the Colorado shortstop who has thrown his name in the 
hat for NL MVP with 33 homers, 102 RBI and an .894 OPS, though he's currently out with an elbow injury 
and his Rockies may be fading in the postseason race. 
 
But Baez is pacing the entire NL (regardless of position) in RBI — 109 now after Saturday's 2-run shot — 
and he is tied for second in homers, second in slugging percentage, sixth in runs scored, eighth in OPS, 
ninth in hits and 10th in stolen bases. 
 
It's impossible to truly calculate his intangibles (baseball IQ, disruption on the basepaths, all-around 
swag) and his value to this Cubs team, but one thing is certain: The North Siders would not have driven 
into the South Side Saturday morning with a 1.5-game lead in the NL Central if not for Ednel Javier Baez 
this season. 
 
Not many teams could lose their starting shortstop 10 days before the end of the season and be able to 
replace a Gold Glove-caliber defender so easily. 
 
"We're kind of lucky that Javy is able to do that as well as he does," Maddon said. "He's had a lot of play 
out there already this year. So yeah, I feel very comfortable about it. ... You don't even think twice when 
you put Javy's name at shortstop." 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Jon Lester says Cubs not ready to celebrate yet: ‘Whoa, let’s not get too far ahead of ourselves’ 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
After the Cubs trimmed their magic number to six Saturday night, a persnickety reporter asked Jon 
Lester if he was feeling a sense of anticipation in regards to clinching the National League Central title 
with eight games left in the regular season. 
 
“Whoa, let’s not get too far ahead of ourselves,” Lester said after laboring through five innings of an 8-3 
victory over the White Sox. “We have (eight) more games. We’re only 2½ games ahead. We have a long 
way to go. 
 
“I don’t ever want to jump too far ahead on that one. If we had a (bigger) lead, I’d probably comment on 
that. Those are two good teams chasing us. We get to go home for the remaining week of the season 
and enjoy that. 
 
“Once we start having some champagne and doing that, then you can ask me that question and we’ll 
talk about it then.” 
 
Javier Baez reiterated the Cubs (90-64) merely need to take care of their own business and not be 
consumed with how the Brewers (88-67) and Cardinals (86-69) fare. 
 
“We know what we have,” Baez said after hitting a two-run homer and driving in three runs. “We just 
have to stay away from every other team. They have to pay attention to us, not us to them. If we do 
that, we should be good.” 
 



 
The Cubs appeared sharper, one day after learning Major League Baseball placed shortstop Addison 
Russell on administrative leave list while it conducts an investigation into fresh allegations of domestic 
abuse that Russell’s former wife made public Thursday night on social media. 
 
Russell strongly denies the allegations and Lester hoped that a team meeting that kept the players 
abreast of the incident didn’t sway their focus during a 10-4 loss Friday. 
 
“We’ve had plenty of distractions in this clubhouse outside of the clubhouse to take us away from 
baseball,’ Lester said. “I think our guys are prepared and ready. 
 
“This clubhouse has been through enough adversity throughout the four years I’ve been here to move 
on from anything that goes on outside this clubhouse.” 
 
In an interesting twist, Lester sensed the recent alterations of the rotation, which had him pitch 
Saturday on two extra days of rest while keeping fellow left-hander Cole Hamels on a normal four-day 
schedule to pitch Monday night’s series opener against the Cardinals, was by design. 
 
“I think they’re trying to line things up for anything that can happen toward the end of the season,” 
Lester said. 
 
That would mean Hamels and Mike Montgomery are lined up to pitch the final two games of the regular 
season against the Cardinals. But the sooner the Cubs can clinch the division (as early as Tuesday), the 
better they can align their rotation for the first round of the playoffs that start Oct. 4. 
 
Meanwhile, Lester said he didn’t feel any residual effects of back stiffness that caused the Cubs to give 
him an extra rest entering Saturday’s start. 
 
“I feel good,” Lester said. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs win 8-3 over White Sox; magic number to win NL Central falls to 6 with Brewers loss 
By Phil Rogers 
 
White Sox left fielder Ryan LaMarre misjudged a line drive by Daniel Murphy, opening the door for a 
three-run fifth inning and an 8-3 victory for the Cubs on Saturday night at Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
The win, combined with the Brewers’ 3-0 loss to the Pirates in Pittsburgh, increased the Cubs’ lead in the 
National League Central to 2 1/2 games and dropped their magic number to clinch the division title to 
six. 
 
With the score tied 2-2 with one out and two on in the fifth, LaMarre sprinted in on Murphy’s liner. He 
realized too late that he ran in too far, and the ball zoomed over his head and to the wall. Kyle 
Schwarber scored from second base on the play, with David Bote going to third and Murphy to second. 
Bote and Murphy scored when the next batter, Ben Zobrist, singled up the middle to make it 5-2 Cubs 
 
LaMarre was not charged with an error, so all three runs were charged to Sox starter Lucas Giolito (10-
12). 
 



 
Cubs shortstop Javier Baez added to his MVP candidacy with a two-run homer in the first inning and a 
run-scoring single in the ninth. 
 
White Sox shortstop Tim Anderson and manager Rick Renteria were ejected in the ninth inning, arguing 
that Baez had illegally slid into Anderson breaking up a double play. Anderson threw wildly to first, 
allowing the Cubs’ final run to score. 
 
The Cubs evened the weekend series one game apiece and took a 3-2 edge in the City Series entering 
the finale on Sunday. The crowd of 39,724 was the first sellout of the season for the White Sox. 
 
Jon Lester (17-6) gave up three runs in five innings. The Cubs’ bullpen turned in a strong effort, with Carl 
Edwards Jr., Jesse Chavez, Justin Wilson and Steve Cishek combining for four scoreless innings. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Column: These Cubs will deserve their party when they clinch another postseason berth 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The Cubs are heading to the postseason one way or another, despite a September that has had little to 
remember. 
 
The only real question remaining after Saturday’s 8-3 triumph over the White Sox was whether they 
would get in as National League Central champs, as most expect, or fall to a wild-card spot in the final 
eight games. 
 
Their magic number to clinch a postseason berth was down to three Saturday, though the only magic 
number anyone really cares about is the one that assures them of winning the division, which was 
reduced to six after the Brewers loss and the Cubs victory. 
 
“They have got to pay attention to us, not us to them,” Javier Baez said. “If we do that, we should be 
good.” 
 
They won’t win any style points for the way they did it. Even Saturday’s victory was gift-wrapped when 
Sox left fielder Ryan LaMarre broke in on a Daniel Murphy fly ball in the fifth inning and watched it sail 
over his head for a run-scoring double that snapped a 2-2 tie and sparked a three-run inning. 
 
But who cares? There was a time not so long ago when no one minded how the Cubs looked as they 
headed to October, just as long as they got there. Those days seemingly are history, thanks to a four-
year stretch of success that many fans now take for granted. 
 
“What happened is we’ve done well the last couple of years, but the one run we had in ’16 set this 
impossible standard,” manager Joe Maddon told me before Saturday’s game at Sox Park. “Everybody 
believes you’re going to run away and win 100-something games on an annual basis, and if you don’t it’s 
going to be somewhat of a failure. 
 
“That’s the impression I see. I think we’re appreciated, absolutely. The thing that happens sometimes is 
when you get there a couple of times, 90 wins is not enough. You have to win 100, 105. For us it’s just 
about winning the last game of the season. That’s all we’re trying to do.” 
 



 
If the 2016 season was Picasso’s masterpiece, “Guernica,” this season has so far resembled the Dogs 
Playing Poker painting in your grandfather’s basement. Not exactly a classic, but memorable in its own 
right. 
 
The Cubs now have reached the 90-win mark in all four years of the Maddon era, but this journey has 
been the toughest to figure out. 
 
How are they doing it? The sum has been greater than the parts. 
 
Outside of Baez, an MVP candidate who hit his 34th home run and drove in three runs Saturday, none of 
the other position players have had career years. The offense has been playing rope-a-dope all year and 
entered Saturday hitting .225 in September, fifth-worst in the majors. Their .247 average this season 
with runners in scoring position ranks 21st. 
 
Jon Lester is the only of the four returning starters, including fill-in Mike Montgomery, who has lowered 
his ERA from 2017. The two new free-agents starters, Yu Darvish and Tyler Chatwood, have been out of 
the picture for weeks or months. They don’t have a true closer after injuries to Brandon Morrow in July 
and Pedro Strop on Sept. 13, and no one is quite sure who will get the call in the ninth inning of a playoff 
game. 
 
Yet here they are, ready to bring on the DJ and pour champagne over each other’s heads. 
 
In fact they should party when they clinch a postseason spot, though they probably will wait until the 
division is in the bag. 
 
“I haven’t talked to the boys about it,” Maddon said. “I’d defer to the players. Whatever they would like 
to do. But clinching a spot is still an accomplishment as far as I’m concerned. One of my precepts is we 
should celebrate achievement. So I’m not opposed to that at all. We do it on a nightly basis anyway.” 
 
Lester said it was too soon to think about clinching. 
 
“We have a long way to go,” he said. “I never want to jump too far ahead on that one. That’s two good 
teams chasing us. … I think once we start having some champagne and doing that, then you can ask me 
that question.” 
 
The Cubs didn’t invent the postgame party. They just took it to another level, and now the idea is 
spreading. Maddon even convinced new Bears coach Matt Nagy to follow the Cubs’ lead. Before the 
media arrived in the Bears clubhouse after their Monday night victor over the Seahawks, the players 
danced and shouted and celebrated like mad men. Nagy texted Maddon last Tuesday to tell him it 
worked. 
 
“He took my recommendation,” Maddon said. “All I wanted to know is ‘Did you have a disco ball?’ He 
said ‘Of course.’ I said ‘Are you going to take it on the road?’ And he said ‘For sure.’ He said the guys 
loved it. It’s cool, especially for them.” 
 
In a city that loves to party, credit the Cubs for keeping theirs alive for four years and counting. This 
season may not have played out the way anyone imagined in spring training, and it may not end the way 
everyone hopes. 
 
But the Cubs don’t have to apologize to anyone, or low-key their celebration because they have had to 
do it the hard way. 



 
 
All they have to do is turn off the lights when it’s over. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Javier Baez's versatility never has been more important for the Cubs 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The entertaining debate over whether Addison Russell or Javier Baez was the better shortstop subsided 
after Baez played Gold Glove-caliber defense at second base. 
 
But never has Baez’s versatility been as valuable as it is now in the wake of Russell’s placement on Major 
League Baseball’s administrative leave list while it conducts an investigation into fresh allegations of 
domestic abuse that Russell’s former wife made public Thursday night on social media. 
 
Baez made his 43rd start of the season at shortstop Saturday night and didn’t disappoint with his bat 
when he ripped the first pitch he saw from Lucas Giolitto for a two-run homer in the first inning of the 
Cubs 8-3 victory over the White Sox at Guaranteed Rate Field. And he added an insurance RBI in the 
eighth when his single drove in Albert Almora Jr. with the seventh run. 
 
The triumph, coupled with the Brewers loss to the Pirates, extended their lead in the National League 
Central to 2½ games and dropped their magic number to six. 
 
“He’s just playing at the top of his game as a shortstop in the big leagues,” manager Joe Maddon said of 
Baez, who is batting .293 with 34 home runs and 110 RBIs. “It’s pretty impressive to watch. He’s 
involved in everything.” 
 
Defensively, Baez displayed his dazzling range in the first but his throwing error helped set up the Sox’s 
first run. 
 
Still, at this point, the Cubs must accept Baez’s occasional wild throws in place of the usually consistent 
fielding of Russell. 
 
Baez atoned for his errant throw when he made a sliding stop on the grass in shallow left field and 
regained his footing quickly to make a strong across-the-body throw to retire Welington Castillo to end 
the inning. 
 
“I think it was a dumb error and I didn’t have time to get my feet set,” Baez said. “But I feel comfortable 
playing short. I just got to get my arm used to playing short.” 
 
Maddon often has expressed his preference for a “chromeless” Russell in the field, alluding to his ability 
to make routine plays. But fielding gems like the play on Castillo also bolster Maddon’s contention that 
Baez can hold his own against the rest of the shortstops in the league. 
 
“Look at our league,” Maddon said. “Corey Seager (of the Dodgers) is out this year (because of Tommy 
John surgery). Brandon Crawford is really good in San Francisco. But for the most part, (Baez) might be 
the best overall shortstop in the league right now, if you want to grade it out with offense and defense, 
baserunning, etc. 
 



 
“In the American League, there’s some competition on that side. But overall, he’s a top 3, top 5 
shortstop in all of baseball right now even though he has not played there a whole lot.” 
 
Maddon appreciates the quality of Baez’s work at shortstop, especially since he has started 19 games 
there since Russell was placed on the 10-day disabled list Aug. 21. 
 
“You don’t think twice when you put Javy’s name at shortstop,” Maddon said. 
 
Pitcher Jon Lester believes Baez’s versatility makes the difference among the other NL most valuable 
player candidates. 
 
“Javy has done it at short, second and third for us all year,” said Lester, who upped his record to 17-6 
though he wasn’t particularly sharp in giving up eight hits in five innings. “That puts an added burden on 
him. I think the offensive side of it speaks for itself. 
 
“I know the other (candidates) are good. I’m not taking anything away from those guys. When you add 
multiple positions, it changes my vote, for sure.” 
 
David Bote and recent addition Mike Freeman also are capable of filling in at shortstop, but Maddon is 
prepared to play Baez at short as long as necessary. 
 
“It’s nice to see Javy arrive at this point,” Maddon said. “When we first got here (in 2015), he had all the 
talent in the world with a big swing. He was a little out of control with his game, making errors on 
routine plays. And all of a sudden he’s making routine plays, and he’s still able to make spectacular 
plays.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs add infielder Mike Freeman to take Addison Russell's roster spot 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
In a perfect setting, infielder Mike Freeman will be able to celebrate a National League Central title with 
the Cubs before returning to Greenville, S.C., for the birth of his first child. 
 
The Cubs added Freeman to their roster Saturday as insurance at shortstop. A day earlier, Major League 
Baseball placed Addison Russell on administrative after his former wife made new allegations of 
domestic abuse. 
 
Freeman said he had been working out at Clemson, his alma mater, and Furman before getting the call 
to join the Cubs after batting .274 with six home runs and 38 RBIs in 78 games for Triple-A Iowa. 
 
At the same time, Freeman was assisting his wife, Caroline, who is expected to deliver a baby girl Oct. 1 
— the day after the regular season ends. 
 
“She’s been great with it all,” said Freeman, who has played for the Diamondbacks, Mariners, Dodgers 
and Cubs. “She knew it was a possibility. I’m more nervous than she was. She was excited for the 
opportunity and very gracious and encouraging to me, which is a huge testament to her.” 
 
Freeman was informed of Russell’s leave Friday after he learned of his promotion. 
 



 
“I certainly didn’t expect something like that,” Freeman said. “I’ll try to fill in and do what I can.” 
 
A corresponding move wasn’t necessary to make room for Freeman because Russell was placed on 
administrative leave, which takes him off the 40-man roster. 
 
Rotation update: Left-hander Cole Hamels will remain on four days’ rest and face the Pirates on Monday 
at Wrigley Field, followed by Mike Montgomery (six days’ rest), Jose Quintana and Jon Lester. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
After extended rest, key bullpen arms deliver 4 scoreless innings in Cubs' victory 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Despite pitching in a career-high and team-leading 73 games, reliever Steve Cishek felt the need to get 
in some pregame work Friday before the opener of the City Series at Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
That work came in handy a day later. Cishek and his fellow relievers finally got work Saturday night after 
an extended break and responded with four scoreless innings to help the Cubs seal an 8-3 victory over 
the White Sox. 
 
“The bullpen did a great job picking me up rest of game,” Jon Lester said after throwing 102 pitches in 
five innings. “Our bullpen has done a great job with different roles throughout the year. We don’t have 
anyone with the bona fide title of closer, but guys have done the job. 
 
“I’m not too worried about our guys down there.” 
 
The rest was essential as the Cubs try to secure the National League Central title without closer Brandon 
Morrow and replacement Pedro Strop because of injuries. Cishek, pitching for the first time since Sept. 
15, tossed a perfect ninth inning. 
 
“It’s been nearly a week (since last pitching),” said Cishek, whose previous season high in appearances 
was 69 with the Marlins in 2013. “My body feels a lot better. Now I’m hoping to get in a game the next 
day or so and get a good rhythm going again to finish the season strong.” 
 
Jesse Chavez, who made his 28 appearance in 58 games since joining the Cubs on July 20, looked sharp 
after a one-week layoff and pitched 1 2/3 scoreless innings. Left-hander Justin Wilson got the final out of 
the eighth in his 69th appearance but his first since Sept. 15. And Carl Edwards Jr., who has struggled 
recently, pitched a scoreless sixth. 
 
“I just kept throwing bullpens,” Edwards said about the five-day break between appearances. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs regroup after Addison Russell accusations, focus on jobs in win over Sox 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
Carl Edwards Jr. texted Addison Russell on Friday but hadn’t heard back by late afternoon Saturday. 
Manager Joe Maddon said he hadn’t talked to the shortstop. 
 



 
And almost to a man in the Cubs’ clubhouse, teammates still processing what they know — and mostly 
don’t know — about the most recent domestic-violence accusations against Russell seem to downplay 
the potentially disorienting impact as they try to close out a division title. 
 
“I didn’t want to call him,” said Edwards, one of Russell’s closest friends in the clubhouse, who planned 
to reach out again by Sunday. 
 
“I mean, we don’t know — I don’t know,” Edwards said of accusations and baseball’s renewed 
investigation, which put Russell on administrative leave. “It’s kind of hard to put your two cents in.” 
 
After a flat performance and loss Friday, Maddon didn’t deny the off-the-field issues have had an impact 
— just ahead of Saturday’s 8-3 victory over the White Sox in which the Cubs never trailed. 
 
“I would hope that didn’t distract guys,” said Jon Lester (17-6), who labored at times through five innings 
to fifth victory in six decisions. “We have plenty of other distractions outside the clubhouse to kind of 
take us away from baseball. 
 
“This clubhouse has been through enough adversity through the four years I’ve been here to move on 
from anything that goes on outside this clubhouse.” 
 
Russell’s replacement at shortstop, Javy Baez, ignited the Cubs with a two-run homer in the first inning 
and added an RBI single in the ninth. The Cubs also bolstered the position before the game by adding 
Mike Freeman, their AAA shortstop, to the roster — a 40-man spot available because of Russell’s status. 
 
Where the Cubs and Russell go from here is uncertain. 
 
Where the Cubs go in the NL Central race — now back in front by 2½ games over the Brewers — is their 
focus, say those left in the clubhouse. 
 
“I was always taught ‘the power of the tongue,’ ’’ said Edwards, who struck out two in a scoreless sixth 
inning Saturday. “We just have to take it a day at a time. You can’t rush life. … I did tell him in the 
message that no matter what, you know we got your back. But we can’t really say anything else, 
because we weren’t there. We don’t know what’s real and what’s [not].” 
 
Schwarber back 
 
After his 0-for-4 return to the lineup Friday from back spasms, Kyle Schwarber was asked when he 
thought he might have his timing back at the plate. 
 
“Hopefully, tomorrow, right?” he said. “So tomorrow.” 
 
Tomorrow? Batting as the DH again, Schwarber singled, walked and doubled in four plate appearances 
Saturday. 
 
“I wasn’t lying,” said Schwarber, whose next test is to return to left field, possibly during the upcoming 
Pirates series at Wrigley Field. 
 
This and that 
 
The Cubs plan to keep Cole Hamels starting on his regular fifth day Monday, pushing Mike Montgomery 
behind Hamels, to Tuesday. 



 
 
• Two starts and an extra day of rest since leaving a game early with back soreness, Lester said it’s a non 
issue. “I’m fine,” he said. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Javy Baez key to Cubs’ life without Addison Russell 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
The reality was still too raw in the Cubs’ clubhouse Saturday to start considering life after Addison 
Russell, even in a short-term context. 
 
But the most obvious effect on Day 2 might also have the biggest impact for budding star Javy Baez. 
 
“We’re kind of lucky,” manager Joe Maddon said. 
 
Already in the final days of a breakout — possibly MVP — season, Baez ascends to the role of every-day 
shortstop with Russell on administrative leave as Major League Baseball renews its investigation into 
domestic-violence accusations against Russell. 
 
And Baez, considered by some rival scouts the better shortstop for years, might be on the verge of 
finding a home long-term at the marquee position, with Russell’s future with the Cubs in serious doubt 
as the latest developments play out in an MLB case that began more than a year ago. 
 
“I can’t say anything about it,” Baez said. “Right now, we’ve got Addy, and we’ve got me, and now we’ve 
got [Mike] Freeman that came up. We’re in a big spot, trying to go to the playoffs. That’s all I care about, 
and we’ll see what will happen in the future.” 
 
Baez, whose 34th homer of the season jump-started the offense in the first inning Saturday night 
against the White Sox, at least gives the Cubs comfort at the key position while they try to close out 
another division title in a close race. 
 
“You don’t even think twice when you put Javy’s name at shortstop,” Maddon said. 
 
Baez, arguably the Cubs’ best fielder at three infield positions, has been eager for an opportunity to 
settle at one position for more than two years — though he was not eager to talk about the subject in a 
clubhouse still subdued by the events surrounding Russell. 
 
“I’m going to do what I’m going to do for the team,” Baez said. “I’m going to be here every day for the 
team. I don’t want to talk about the future now.” 
 
What the first-time All-Star has done for the team so far could make him the Cubs’ second National 
League MVP in three seasons. 
 
What he does next as their shortstop could elevate him to even greater fame. 
 
Already, he has had fans even in opposing ballparks chanting “MVP, MVP” every time he steps to the 
plate — including Saturday, when Sox fans drowned out the chants with boos. 
 



 
“Listen, look at our league,” Maddon said. “[Brandon] Crawford’s real good at San Francisco. But for the 
most part, think about it: [Baez] might be the best overall shortstop in the league, if you want to grade it 
all out, with his offense and defense, baserunning, etcetera. 
 
“In the American League, there’s some competition on that side. But overall, he’s a top-three, top-five 
shortstop in all of baseball right now, even though he has not played there all along.” 
 
Baez already is a Gold Glove contender at second base, despite only 75 starts there this year. On 
Saturday, he made his 43rd start at short (with 18 at third base). 
 
He leads the league with 110 RBI, is second in home runs and has 21 stolen bases, a .293 batting average 
and an .898 OPS. 
 
“I don’t like playing with numbers,” Baez said when asked again about the MVP race with barely a week 
left in the season. “I’m just trying to finish strong and see what happens after the season. We’ll see.” 
 
Maddon raves about his leadership and his growth as a hitter and compared his needed versatility this 
season to third baseman Kris Bryant’s outfield play during his 2016 MVP season. 
 
“People have no idea. I know we would not be in this position without him; he carried us for a while,” 
Maddon said of Baez, struggling to quantify his intangibles. 
 
“He’s just different. And it’s hard to evaluate baseball intellect, acumen, whatever. But he got a 1600 on 
his baseball SAT’s. He definitely did.” 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Baez powers Chicago Cubs to a fast start toward win 
By Bruce Miles 
 
Javier Baez made only his 43rd start of the season at shortstop for the Chicago Cubs on Saturday night. 
 
That didn't stop manager Joe Maddon from heaping high praise on Baez as a shortstop. 
 
"We're kind of lucky," Maddon said before the Cubs defeated the White Sox 8-3 at Guaranteed Rate 
Field. 
 
Coupled with Milwaukee's loss at Pittsburgh, the Cubs (90-64) increased their lead in the National 
League Central to 2½ games over the Brewers and reduced their magic number to clinch the division to 
6. 
 
"We're kind of lucky Javy's able to do that as well as he does," Maddon said. "He's had a lot of play out 
there already this year. I feel very comfortable about it." 
 
Baez likely will finish out the season as the team's starter at short, with Addison Russell on 
administrative leave as Major League Baseball conducts an investigation into allegations of domestic 
violence against Russell. 
 



 
Baez made his presence felt early Saturday when he lined a 2-run homer over the left-field wall in the 
first inning against Lucas Giolito. It was Baez's 34th homer of the year, and it gave him 109 RBI for the 
season. He drove in a run in the ninth inning with a single to make it 110 RBI. 
 
Even though Baez was drafted as a shortstop by the Cubs in 2011, he has played mostly second base and 
some third with Russell the mainstay at short. 
 
But Baez looks like a natural at short, and he may be one of the best in the business there. 
 
"He fits," Maddon said. "Look at our league. (The Dodgers' Corey) Seager's out this year (with injury), 
he's been out the whole season. A lot of good shortstops, really good in San Francisco (Brandon 
Crawford). 
 
"But for the most part, think about it. He might be the best overall shortstop in the league right now if 
you wanted to grade it all out with his offense and defense, baserunning, etc." 
 
Baez said he was heartened to hear of Maddon's praise. 
 
"Feels great," he said. "Obviously, it gives me confidence, more than what I have. I think they believe in 
me. Obviously I will do everything for the team to get them to the next step." 
 
Baez's home run staked starting pitcher Jon Lester to an early lead. Lester gave up an unearned run in 
the bottom of the first, thanks in part to a throwing error by Baez. The Sox tied the game at 2-2 in the 
third on a home run by Tim Anderson. It was a battle for Lester. He lasted 5 innings, throwing 102 
pitches and giving up 8 hits. 
 
"Little bit of a grind," said Lester, who is 17-6 with a 3.43 ERA. He has 60 wins in his Cubs career. "A lot of 
foul balls, it seemed like. The weak contact I was able to get, it seemed like I wasn't able to get it at 
anybody. 
 
"I tried to talk Joe into managing an American League game and letting me go back out there for the 
sixth, but it wasn't happening. The bullpen did a great job picking me up for the rest of the game." 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Hawk Harrelson pays a visit to Chicago Cubs' Maddon 
By Bruce Miles 
 
Chicago White Sox broadcaster Ken "Hawk" Harrelson likes to play up his dislike for all things Cubs and 
Wrigley Field, but he was a visitor to the Chicago Cubs' clubhouse both Friday and Saturday. 
 
Harrelson was in to visit with Cubs manager Joe Maddon, who previously was in the American League as 
manager of the Tampa Bay Rays. This is Harrelson's final weekend in the Sox broadcast booth. 
 
"When I was with the Rays, he'd always come see me down in Tampa whenever the White Sox came 
down there," Maddon said Saturday. "Really kind. He's always been kind. Conversationally, he's liked 
what we've done in the past, there and then here. So we've had good conversations." 
 
Maddon said one topic gets both men going. 
 



 
"Talking hitting yesterday, it's interesting how our hitting philosophies really line up well," he said. "I like 
when he brings up some former guys, like Mr. (Ted) Williams, as an example. Then you hear that what 
he talked about lines up with what you think. It's that bridge. 
 
"My teaching tenets are really rooted historically more than new-age stuff, and I kind of like that. 
Especially when it comes to hitting, I don't think tried and true is ever going to go away. So it's good to 
talk to him all the time. Kind man. Really kind with me. It's good to get teaching thoughts reinforced." 
 
Cubs select Freeman for depth: 
The Cubs have selected the contract of infielder Mike Freeman from Class AAA Iowa. The move gives the 
Cubs depth with shortstop Addison Russell on administrative leave as Major League Baseball 
investigates allegations of domestic abuse against Russell. 
 
Freeman, 31, played 15 games for the Cubs last season. At Iowa this year, he went .274/.330/.396 with 6 
home runs and 38 RBI in 78 games. 
 
He was at home in Greenville, South Carolina, with his wife, Caroline, who is due to give birth to the 
couple's first child Oct. 1. He had been working out at Clemson and Furman universities to stay in shape. 
 
Freeman said it was good to come up and see familiar faces. Last year, he made six professional stops, 
including in the big leagues at Seattle and with the Dodgers. 
 
"To see a lot of familiar faces that I've been around, to be in one organization the whole year is a 
comfort compare to last year," he said. "It's been a lot of welcoming faces and a good fit so far." 
 
Turning the page: 
Joe Maddon seemed confident that 24 hours would erase the bad feelings from Friday, when the Cubs 
learned of Addison Russell being placed on administrative leave and the team losing 10-4 to the White 
Sox. 
 
Did the Russell situation and the travel from Phoenix after Wednesday night's game have an effect on 
Friday? 
 
"I don't know," Maddon said. "It's hard to say that it didn't. You walk into the locker room, and there's a 
different kind of a buzz going on outside of the game itself. We did have to meet as a group to talk about 
things. We still did get in at 6 o'clock in the morning the day before. 
 
"Yesterday was just one of those days. I have a lot of faith in our guys. What it really comes down to is 
either you have trust and faith in your guys or you don't. And I do. Yesterday was a tough day. I respect 
all of them. And I think today we'll show up a little bit differently." 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Rozner: For a night, Chicago Cubs find the magic again 
By Barry Rozner 
 
With a week left in the baseball season, amid a brutal stretch of baseball and a pennant race to boot, 
Joe Maddon did not pretend that Addison Russell wasn't a distraction. 
 



 
With the Chicago Cubs getting pounded by the White South on the South Side Friday, the Cubs manager 
admitted it may have had an effect on his club in the opener of the series. 
 
"It's hard to say that it didn't," Maddon said Saturday afternoon. "You walk in the locker room and 
there's a different kind of buzz going on, outside of the actual game itself. We did have to meet as a 
group and talk about things. 
 
"We also did get in at 6 o'clock in the morning the day before (from Arizona), so I just think yesterday 
was one of those days. 
 
"I have a lot of faith in our guys. It really comes down to … you have trust in your guys or you don't. And 
I do. 
 
"Yesterday was a tough day and I respect all of them. I think today we're gonna show up a little bit 
differently." 
 
Maddon was entirely right about that. 
 
Jon Lester was tough for 5 innings despite a high pitch count and Javy Baez -- El Mago -- continued his 
MVP push with a first-inning, 2-run homer and 3 RBI, and the Cubs pounded out an 8-3 victory Saturday 
night on the South Side. 
 
Once again it was up to Lester to get the Cubs back on track. Who else, right? As has been the case so 
many times over the last four years, the ball was in Lester's hand when the Cubs needed to make a 
statement. 
 
With the Brewers playing well and the Cubs looking tired, it was up to Lester to handle an aggressive Sox 
lineup swinging with nothing to lose. 
 
For Lester it marked his 30th start for 11 consecutive seasons, the only active pitcher with such a streak, 
and the first Cubs lefty since 1965 (Bob Buhl) to reach that number four straight years. 
 
It wasn't exactly a masterpiece Saturday -- 2 earned runs on 8 hits with 4 strikeouts on 102 pitches -- but 
it was enough to get the Cubs to their bullpen with a 5-3 lead. 
 
"I don't think Jon was at the top of his game," Maddon said. "He battled through it. That's just who he 
is." 
 
Meanwhile, the Brewers were down early to the Pirates, Trevor Williams pitching a gem in Pittsburgh, 
something Maddon was keenly aware of while in the visiting dugout. 
 
"I've been (scoreboard watching) since March," Maddon said with a smile. "I always do that. You can't 
help it. Scoreboards are so informative. I look up there often. 
 
"Not that it matters. There's nothing you can do about it. But you can't deny that you do." 
 
The Cubs' victory combined with the Brewers' defeat left the Cubs with a magic number of 6 with 8 
games remaining, and the Cubs have a game in hand. 
 
"Let's not get too far ahead of ourselves," Lester cautioned, not wanting to think about clinching the 
division. "What are we, 2½ games ahead? Long ways to go. I don't ever want to jump too far ahead. 



 
 
"If we had a bigger lead, I could comment on that. Two good teams chasing us. We just have to play 
good baseball. 
 
"We get to go home for the last week of the season and enjoy that. Once we start having some 
champagne, then we can talk about that." 
 
With Cubs fans invading, the Sox sold out for the first time this year and a huge crowd of 39,724 was 
treated to at least two fights in the stands, at least those were the ones visible from the press box. 
 
The fight on the field went to the Cubs, a much-needed game for the North Siders. 
 
Lester's correct, that it's far from over. But for a night, the Cubs had a right to feel pretty good. 
 
-- 
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