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Machado to Padres: What you need to know 
 
 AJ Cassavell MLB.com   
5:13 PM EST 
 

PEORIA, Ariz. -- Manny Machado is San Diego-bound. 

The Padres agreed to a record-setting 10-year deal with the superstar free agent on Monday morning, 
sources told MLB.com, though the club has not yet confirmed the news. Here's everything you need to know 
about the signing.  

 
What are the parameters of the contract? 
It's a 10-year deal worth $300 million, with an opt-out for Machado after the first five years. That's the largest 
contract awarded to a free agent in American sports history, surpassing the 10-year, $275 million deal that 
Alex Rodriguez signed in December 2007. It's the largest given by the Padres, more than doubling Eric 
Hosmer's eight-year, $144 million contract signed precisely one year ago today. 

The Padres structured Machado's contract so he'd be under control through 2023 at least. They've now 
guaranteed that Machado's prime will link up with the emergence of baseball's top-rated farm system. If 
Machado opts into his deal, he'd be under control through '28. 

Where is he going to play? 
It's unclear where Machado opens the season. He spent six years at third base with the Orioles before 
transitioning to shortstop last year. The Padres have openings at both positions in the short term.PM EST 

But it seems like Machado's long-term place on the diamond is already set. Fernando Tatis Jr. is the top 
shortstop prospect in baseball, according to MLB Pipeline. A couple of years ago there were question marks 
about Tatis' ability to handle shortstop. But the 20-year-old has answered those questions, becoming a well-
above-average defender in the Minor Leagues. 

The Padres are staunch in their belief that Tatis is their shortstop of the future, meaning Machado's heading 
back to the hot corner.. 26th, 2019 

What's the Opening Day lineup now? 
Machado's hitting somewhere right in the heart of it. He had 340 total bases last season. The Padres 
have never had an infielder record that many in a single season. 

It's hard to envision a bigger upgrade in any lineup anywhere, given that six journeymen were set to compete 
for the third-base job, and Ty France was the projected starter. 

To open the season, Manuel Margot, Ian Kinsler and Luis Urias are options for the leadoff spot. Machado 
could bat second, with big boppers Hosmer and Wil Myers hitting behind him. Here's how things could shake 
out: 

1. Margot, CF 
2. Machado, 3B 
3. Hosmer, 1B 
4. Myers, LF 
5. Hunter Renfroe, RF 
6. Kinsler, 2B 
7. Urias, SS 
8. Austin Hedges, C 
What's the long-term plan for the lineup? 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592518/manny-machado
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/manny-machado-deal-with-padres/c-304157722?tid=27118400
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/665487/fernando-tatis-jr
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2019?list=ss
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2019?list=ss
http://m.mlb.com/player/664034/ty-france
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
http://m.mlb.com/player/649966/luis-urias
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
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Tatis is expected to reach the Major Leagues at some point during the season's first two months. He could be 
promoted as soon as mid-April. 

That'd push Urias to second base and Kinsler into something of a utility role. Here's a look at how the Padres 
could line up for the foreseeable future. 

1. Urias, 2B 
2. Tatis, SS 
3. Hosmer, 1B 
4. Machado, 3B 
5. Myers, LF 
6. Renfroe/Franmil Reyes, RF 
7. Margot/Franchy Cordero, CF 
8. Hedges/Francisco Mejia, C 

The Padres have some legitimate depth options, and they have every single player listed above under team 
control for the next four seasons. (Not to mention the glut of talent waiting in the wings in the Minor Leagues.) 

So, are the Padres instant contenders? 
Well, maybe not just yet. The Padres finished 25 1/2 games behind the Dodgers last season, and Machado's 
presence alone won't bridge that gap. 

The San Diego offense should make major strides in 2019, with top prospects Tatis, Urias and Mejia all 
expected to arrive. But the rotation is still iffy. Padres starters posted a National League-worst 5.09 ERA last 
season, and general manager A.J. Preller didn't add any immediate help this offseason. Garrett Richards -- 
who could miss the entire season as he recovers from Tommy John surgery -- was San Diego's only free-
agent acquisition. 

The club's stated goal was to make a run at contention in 2020. The Padres have a host of incredibly talented 
pitching prospects who could arrive by then. Richards will return, and so will Dinelson Lamet. It's probably 
realistic to expect the biggest strides to be made in '20. But the Padres certainly wouldn't mind if that timeline 
were moved forward by a year. 

What else will the Padres do this offseason? 
There's been some speculation that a Machado signing might push the Padres all-in for 2019. That seems 
unlikely. They probably aren't going to add a big-name starter like Dallas Keuchel, and they might not add to 
the rotation at all. The in-house preference has been to find out what they've got in some of their young arms.. 
17th, 2019 

It's still possible the Padres find a trade partner for one of their six big league-caliber outfielders. With 
Machado on board for a record salary, maybe the Friars look to move Myers, who is owed $64 million over 
the next four seasons. Reyes, Cordero and Renfroe could then compete for time in the two outfield corners. 
(But that trio of young outfielders could be trade bait as well -- perhaps for a starting pitcher.) 

Are the Padres still in on Bryce Harper?  
No, the Machado signing is enough for one offseason. 

What else do the Padres need to do? 
They don't need to do anything. In fact, they're pretty content to find out how the current roster, plus Machado, 
holds up. 

From here, the most important item on the Padres' agenda is player development. They've invested heavily in 
free agents over the past two offseasons, under the premise that Machado and Hosmer would perfectly 
complement an extremely talented group of young players. If that group of youngstes lives up to its billing, the 
Padres will be a force in the NL. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
http://m.mlb.com/player/642336/francisco-mejia
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/659275/dinelson-lamet
http://m.mlb.com/player/572971/dallas-keuchel
http://m.mlb.com/player/547180/bryce-harper
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Machado to Padres on record deal, sources say 
10-year, $300 million agreement is largest free-agent pact in American sports historyPM EST 

 
AJ Cassavell MLB.com Facebook Share 
 

PEORIA, Ariz. -- The Padres' bright future is no longer set in the future. It's here. 

Manny Machado is headed to San Diego. 

The superstar free-agent infielder agreed to a deal with the Padres on Tuesday morning, sources have told 
MLB.com. The agreement is for a record $300 million over 10 years with an opt-out after five years, 
MLB.com's Mark Feinsand confirmed. It's the largest free-agent deal in the history of American sports, 
surpassing the 10-year, $275 million contract that Alex Rodriguez signed in December 2007. 

The Padres have not yet confirmed the signing, which is pending Machado's physical. Despite multiple reports 
of an agreement, Padres executive chairman Ron Fowler said, "We do not have a deal. We are continuing 
discussions." It's standard practice for the Padres not to comment on such agreements until they are finalized. 

 
The move, once final, would also solve what seemed to be the only remaining question in the club's long-term 
lineup. 

The 26-year-old Machado will fill out a long-term starting lineup in which every player is under control for at 
least four more seasons. The Padres' also boast the best farm system in baseball -- a system that includes 
top shortstop prospect Fernando Tatis Jr., presumably Machado's partner on the left side of the infield for a 
long time. 

"That would be awesome," Tatis said, breaking out into a wide smile upon hearing the news. Padres fans 
everywhere can nod in agreement. 

San Diego was in dire need of a middle-of-the-order bat, and Machado clearly provides that thump. He batted 
.297/.367/.538 with 37 homers last season. The Padres haven't had a hitter with 30-plus homers and a .900 
OPS since Adrian Gonzalez in 2010. 

Machado also fills the biggest area of long-term need. Third base was the most pressing question mark.:12 PM 

EST 

As things stand, though, it's possible Machado opens the season at shortstop -- also an area of need, as Tatis 
isn't expected to arrive in the Majors until at least a few weeks into the season. But the Padres have been 
adamant about Tatis being their long-term shortstop, meaning that Machado, who spent his first six seasons 
at third before shifting to short last year, is likely bound for the hot corner once again. 

The deal comes on the one-year anniversary of Eric Hosmer's previous franchise-record-setting $144 million 
contract. Machado will presumably fill out a long-term infield that features Hosmer, prospect Luis Urias at 
second and Tatis at short. Here's how that lineup could look, with every player mentioned below under 
contract for at least the next four seasons. 

1. Urias, 2B 
2. Tatis, SS 
3. Hosmer, 1B 
4. Machado, 3B 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592518/manny-machado
http://m.mlb.com/player/665487/fernando-tatis-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/408236/adrian-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/649966/luis-urias
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5. Wil Myers, LF 
6. Hunter Renfroe/Franmil Reyes, RF 
7. Manuel Margot/Franchy Cordero, CF 
8. Austin Hedges/Francisco Mejia, C 

In 926 career games over parts of seven seasons, Machado has 175 home runs, 513 RBIs and a 
.282/.335/.487 slash line. He has played in all but 11 games over the past four seasons, more than any other 
player in baseball over that span. 

Machado brings elite defense to the table as well. He won two American League Gold Glove Awards with 
Baltimore, and has regularly ranked as one of the sport's best third basemen. 

In every single facet, Machado makes the Padres a better team. It remains to be seen just how quickly he 
expedites the arrival of their window to compete in the National League West, as the rotation remains a major 
question mark. But the focus has clearly shifted toward contention.44 PM EST 

The Padres' ownership group, led by Fowler and general partner Peter Seidler, was on hand at Spring 
Training camp on Tuesday and addressed the media. Fowler made it clear that no deal had been finalized, 
and the duo couldn't confirm the news. But they're undoubtedly willing to put their chips in. 

"Ron and I -- we love the city of San Diego, we love sports in San Diego, we're also well aware of the history," 
Seidler said. "There's never been a championship. ... We as an organization, we want to completely change 
that. We want our franchise to win year after year after year. And we're going to do whatever we can rationally 
do to help make that happen." 

When asked why now might be the time to make a play for one of the top free agents, Fowler said: "There's 
no perfect timing. ... But there's not talent out there that becomes available every year that's as good as what 
we think is there now. We need a third baseman, obviously, and that's one of the reasons why those 
discussions started taking place. But we're not in a place where we can announce anything." 

The Padres were also rumored to be after free-agent outfielder Bryce Harper, but those conversations will 
presumably end, now that Machado is on board. The Phillies, White Sox and Yankees were also in the mix for 
Machado's services. 

Machado was drafted by the Orioles with the third pick in the 2010 Draft -- two picks after Harper. He debuted 
with Baltimore on Aug. 9, 2012, and he earned his first All-Star berth and Gold Glove Award the following 
season. (The Padres play two games in Baltimore this season -- June 25-26.):43 PM EST 

In every full year Machado has played, he would've led the Padres in wins above replacement. But last 
season, he posted the best statistical year of his career, doing so amid constant trade talk and a position 
change. He was dealt to the Dodgers in July. 

Machado created some unwelcomed headlines during the NL Championship Series, telling FOX Sports' Ken 
Rosenthal, "I'm not the type of player that's going to be 'Johnny Hustle,'" responding to criticism about not 
running hard on the bases. Machado clarified the comments in November during an exclusive interview with 
MLB.com. 

"When I was asked that question, I was definitely on the defensive, and I was wrong to answer it the way that 
I did, because looking back, it doesn't come across how I meant it. For me, I was trying to talk about how I'm 
not the guy who is eye wash. There's a difference between fake hustle for show and being someone who tries 
hard to win. I've always been the guy who does whatever he can to win for his team.":29 PM EST 

His team, to the surprise of many, is now the San Diego Padres. And, predictably, his new teammates are 
thrilled about that. They learned of the news as the exited they practice fields at the Peoria Sports Complex 
following the first full-squad workout of the spring on Tuesday. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/642336/francisco-mejia
http://m.mlb.com/player/547180/bryce-harper
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"He's a game-changing player," Hosmer said. "He's extremely talented. He brings that edge. We got to see 
what he did the last part of last year in L.A. We'll be glad to have him on our side now." 

"In our meeting today, as we started, we talked about how starved this city is for wins," said Hedges. "That's 
what we expect to give them. Obviously the front office is making moves to help make that happen." 
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Focused winter has Hosmer primed for Year  
By AJ Cassavell  @AJCassavell 
 

PEORIA, Ariz. -- It's been one year since Eric Hosmer put pen to paper on what was the most 
lucrative contract in Padres history, a record that will change once Manny Machado's reported 
10-year, $300 million contract with the Friars becomes official. 

From the day Hosmer signed last February, it was a whirlwind. The same morning Hosmer was 
introduced in a press conference at the Peoria Sports Complex, he was on the main practice 
field, taking part in the first full-squad workout. 

Hosmer spent an entire offseason wondering where he'd end up. In what felt like an instant, he 
had a new team, new teammates, a new league and newfound expectations. Suffice it to say, 
Year 1 didn't live up to those expectations. 

The 2018-19 offseason was different. Perhaps, Hosmer's '19 season will be as well. 

"I just got to focus on baseball this offseason," said Hosmer, who reported to camp on Monday. 
"That was probably the best part about it. I didn't have to be a lawyer or an agent. I just worried 
about training, about getting my body in position to take on 162 games." 

Hosmer had the stability that eluded him a year ago. And he used it to his full advantage. After a 
year in which he batted .253/.322/.398, there were adjustments to be made. And so Hosmer got 
to work on making them. 

. 19th, 2019 

Most notably, his negative average launch angle needs to change. The Padres don't feel as 
though a major overhaul is required, and Hosmer won't suddenly become a fly-ball machine in 
2019. But if he can drive the ball in the air more frequently -- and generally to the opposite field, 
which is his strength as a hitter -- he'll be better off for it. 

To that end, Hosmer was in constant communication with hitting coach Johnny Washington. 
He'd take video of himself hitting in the cage and send the clips to Washington for analysis. On 
multiple occasions, Washington flew to meet Hosmer in South Florida. 

"We put some emphasis on getting the ball in the air, driving the ball, getting back to what we 
know he's capable of doing," Washington said. 

What, exactly, is Hosmer is capable of doing? Well, it'd be foolish to put credence in Hosmer's 
even-year/odd-year splits. But the difference is stark, and paints a picture of an extremely 
valuable player. In 2011, '13, '15 and '17 combined, Hosmer owns a .303/.360/.467 slash line 
with 12.6 Wins Above Replacement. 

 
That's the hitter Hosmer believes he can be, and that's the hitter he spent the offseason trying to 
channel. 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
https://www.mlb.com/player/eric-hosmer-543333
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/manny-machado-deal-with-padres/c-304157722
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/manny-machado-deal-with-padres/c-304157722
http://m.mlb.com/glossary/advanced-stats/wins-above-replacement
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"The offseason's the time to really bear down, try some new things out," Hosmer said. "I just 
want to get back to my normal strengths, doing what I can do in the box, trying to drive the ball 
the other way." 

No question, Hosmer's on-field impact wasn't what he hoped it could be in his first year for the 
Padres. But his teammates universally praise his off-field impact. Hosmer routinely took the lead 
during hitters meetings and film breakdown. 

"He was in there, and he was working," said outfielder Travis Jankowski. "He was probably 
taking more swings than anyone. And he helped the young guys so much with scouting reports, 
teaching how to break down swings, break down film study. He honestly doesn't have to do any 
of that, but he just wants to win." 

Said catcher Austin Hedges: "The leader and the person he is -- it's real. It's a lot that, probably, 
no one will ever see. We all see it." 

Of course, Hosmer's record contract will not be a "record contract" much longer. News broke of 
San Diego's reported pact with Machado on Tuesday after an offseason in which the Padres 
were regularly considered among the top suitors for Machado and Bryce Harper. 

"They're generational talents," Hosmer said. "They're guys that have done so well at such a 
young age, and have so much more left in the tank. I think it shows where this organization's at 
in the process right now. We're trying to win baseball games, and those are the two guys on the 
market that can probably help you do that better than anybody else out there. 
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Padres' splashes often throw 
off mud — but Machado 
should be different 
Tom Krasovic  

Let’s start with curses, which have a colorful niche in baseball history. 

These days, the baseball world gives curses no credence due to the Cubs and Red Sox 

finally winning a World Series. 

No one gnashes teeth over a billy goat’s exile from a tavern, or that Babe Ruth was 

traded. 

Or, in our little slice of the baseball universe, that the Padres failed to pour holy water 

on home plate in 1969. 

What could inspire curse talk with the Pads, though, if baseball hadn’t become so 

serious, is the trend of players coming to or staying in San Diego on some type of big-

money deal, and then falling short of the dollar-inflated expectations or falling off — a 

few of them far off. 

The Pads make a splash, they get splattered with mud. 

That’s how it’s gone in the past two decades, with players on the team’s bigger-money 

deals. 

I’ll start by saying that Pads newcomer Manny Machado, the four-time All-Star who 

Tuesday got a $300 million guarantee and perhaps Coronado Island as well, should 

perform a lot better for the Pads than how the Nevins and Peavys, the Kemps and 

Shieldses, and, from what we’ve seen so far, Wil Myers and Eric Hosmer, performed 

after the Pads went large on them. In fairness to some of those guys, injuries hit hard. 

Start with Machado’s age — 26. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-tom-krasovic-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chicago-cubs-ORSPT000165-topic.html
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In comparison, three of the aforementioned players were in their 30s when the Pads 

set a club spending record for them. 

Corner infielder Phil Nevin was 31 — an old 31, at that — when his $34-million 

extension took effect in the 2002 season. 

Outfielder Matt Kemp was headed to his age-31 season when the current front office 

and ownership assumed $75 million of his contract, a Pads record for a trade 

acquisition. In contrast to how many insiders perceived him with the Dodgers, the 

Padres unwisely projected Kemp as a face-of-the-franchise leader. He would gain too 

much weight. 

Three months later, the team made pitcher James Shields, 33, the priciest free-agent 

addition in club history with a $75 million deal, which cost the team a top-15 draft 

pick (valued by several clubs between $10 million and $20 million). 

None of the three came close to living up to the long-term dollars the Pads pledged 

them, though Kemp wasn’t so bad a hitter and and eating money to unload Shields, 

who had good stretches, brought from the White Sox a rookie-ball shortstop, 

Fernando Tatis Jr., who has evolved into one of the sport’s top prospects. 

How about the three others mentioned above? Like Machado, they were in their 20s. 

Jake Peavy was 27 when the club-record $52 million extension triggered in 2009. 

Myers was 26 when the current front office signed him to an $83 million extension, 

and his replacement at first base, Hosmer, was 28 when he came aboard last 

February for $144 million. 

By ’09, Peavy was past his prime and with the White Sox would suffer a ghastly injury 

a year later, a torso muscle tearing off bone. 

We’ll see if Myers and Hosmer can turn it around. Perhaps the new guy will benefit 

them. 

Machado the rock 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/los-angeles-dodgers-ORSPT000015-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jake-peavy-PESPT000009833-topic.html
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Here again, there’s good reason to think Machado will be different, and it’s due to his 

consistent track record of good all-around performance and durability. 

Each of the past four seasons, he’s hit 33 home runs or more, and with Petco Park not 

playing nearly as large as it used to, he’s less likely to turn into a head case like 

slugger Ryan Ludwick did after the Jed Hoyer-led front office traded for him in 2010. 

Machado is a tough guy. 

Five times, he’s played in 155-plus games. And, he’s logged all 162 games twice. 

In all six of his full seasons, he has recorded an on-base-plus-slugging percentage that 

was better than average when filtered for ballparks and leagues. 

When I ran Machado past three evaluators with major-league clubs, all three made 

this point: 

He should deliver good seasons through his 20s. One said he’ll become a Hall of 

Famer. 

The presence of Tatis Jr., is seen as a boon to Machado’s long-term health, allowing 

him to play third base instead of shortstop. 

Also, the three evaluators said Machado’s physique and movements bode well for the 

next several years. 

“His body is not thick and heavy,” said a National League scout. “His footwork, his 

arm stroke — both are real good. He should be fine.” 

As for his offense, Machado “can get bored at times at the plate,” one scout said. “But, 

the swing and the power — no problems there.” 

One question none of the evaluators tried to answer is how Machado will react to 

getting $300 million. Ten years, they acknowledged, is a commitment that could 

become overly bloated. 

Mid-80s parallel 
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In the big scheme of things, the move for Machado recalls the Padres’ signing of 

another high-profile righty slugger who’d been with the Dodgers — Steve Garvey. 

It’s not a perfect comparison. Garvey was one day shy of his 34th birthday when 

General Manager Jack McKeon signed him to a five-year deal with the support of club 

president Ballard Smith and team owners Joan and Ray Kroc. 

Back then, entering the 1983 season, the Padres were, much like now, hungry to 

become relevant. Ownership and fans were sick of the losing. 

McKeon, like current GM A.J. Preller, had acquired other promising players such as 

Garry Templeton and Terry Kennedy. 

We’ll see if Preller follows up by adding other veteran, as McKeon would a year later 

with moves for Goose Gossage and Graig Nettles. 

Having gone this far — pledging north of about $500 million to Myers, Hosmer and 

Machado — the Padres’ braintrust seems more likely than not to swing trades or other 

signings in the next several months. 

“This is a franchise-defining moment,” said former longtime Padres broadcaster Bob 

Chandler of the Machado signing. 

The investment in Garvey paid off. Chandler termed it a “transcendent” move. 

Though his seasons with the Padres fell short of his typical seasons with the Dodgers, 

for whom he was a perennial star, the first-baseman and mid-lineup hitter was a 

stabilizing presence. Of course, Garvey also hit the biggest home run in franchise 

history, sending the team to the 1984 World Series. 

Machado joins a franchise that’s betting large on its farm system. 

While it’s true the system is ranked first, that was also true when current team 

ownership took over in 2012 and, in a misguided show of seriousness, approved an 

ill-considered $27-million extension to fragile veteran Carlos Quentin. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carlos-quentin-PESPT006843-topic.html
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Since then, the team hasn’t come close to contending for a winning season, let alone 

the playoffs. 

The starting pitching once again looks suspect, and manager Andy Green, whose seat 

gets warmer with Machado’s arrival, ranks no better than tied for last in the well-

managed West division. 

Yet the Padres have a fair shot of passing the Giants and D-Backs this year, even if 

outlasting the Dodgers and Rockies seems doubtful due to the pitching. 

Given his strengths, Machado’s performances the next five years should be way down 

the list of Padres question marks. If Manny’s Manny, he’ll be fun to watch. If he pulls 

on the “SD” cap and turns into a lump of coal, summon a witch doctor. 
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Padres stunningly reshape 
expectations with historic 
Manny Machado deal 

 

Bryce Miller 

The Padres did far more than change the narrative for a team and a city when news 

leaked Tuesday about the drying contract ink on infielder Manny Machado’s reported 

$300 million deal. 

Once complete, the seismic, unprecedented undertaking will amount to the richest 

free-agent deal in the history of American sports. Let that soak in for a minute. Chew 

on those words. Process what that signals and says. 

This was wadding up the narrative, feeding it into a wood chipper and tossing the 

remains off of Sunset Cliffs. 

Suddenly, San Diego pulsed. This meant miles more than a team simply landing a 

sports superstar. This felt, without hyperbole, transcendent. This was a sunny 

vacation destination screaming that all that condescending little-brother stuff just 

might end. 

San Diego finally seems ready to put up its dukes and fight. The city, through a bold 

and brash move by its nationally maligned baseball team, shouted that it’s willing to 

tackle the kind of thing that only really happens in the Bronx, in the front offices 

neighboring Chavez Ravine, at Fenway Park or the corner of Clark and Addison in 

Chicago. 

“This is our 50th year of Padres baseball,” Managing Partner Peter Seidler said at the 

team’s spring training complex in Peoria, Ariz. “Ron (Fowler, Padres executive 

chairman) and I, we love the city of San Diego, we love sports in San Diego, but we’re 

also well aware of the history. There’s never been a championship for a major sports 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-bryce-miller-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/manny-machado-PESPTF00106-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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franchise in San Diego. In 49 years so far, the Padres have been to the playoffs five 

times. We, our organization, starting with Ron and myself, want to completely change 

that. 

“We want our franchise to win year after year after year and we’re going to do 

whatever we can rationally do to help make that happen.” 

Words, suddenly and jarringly became action. Doubters, stunned silent. 

This felt so remarkably out of place and character for a city still bruised by the loss of 

the NFL’s Chargers. Our stadium, decaying in front of our eyes. Our sports 

allegiances, irrelevant or in ashes. Our collective history shared at tailgates and ticket 

booths, with Gwynn and Garvey and Sid Gillman, shaken to the root system. 

Then, this. 

As crazy as this might sound, the Machado deal — in terms of what it says to the rest 

of the country, well beyond the daily lineup card — ranks up there with the Padres 

building Petco Park. 

One, a game-changer for downtown and a city. The other, a game-changer for a 

franchise and city craving something, anything to emotionally invest in without fear 

of Lucy yanking away Charlie Brown’s financial football. 

“I think you’ve got to be sure to give ownership sufficient credit for taking this bold a 

move and this big a risk — because it’s both,” said Larry Lucchino, the president and 

CEO emeritus of the Red Sox who filled those same roles for the Padres when he 

orchestrated the existence of Petco Park. 

“This shows a commitment to winning.” 

The tea leaves had swirled, aromatic yet lacking enough proof for a city’s full and 

unquestioned buy-in. 

There was the record deal signed by Wil Myers, followed by the deal for Eric 

Hosmer that dwarfed it. There was the nearly $80 million spent in the international 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/steve-garvey-PECLB001885-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/boston-red-sox-ORSPT000005-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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market by a franchise that never had invested more than $5 million in a single signing 

period. 

Naysayers, and they’ll always be out there, will swear the Padres overpaid. They’ll 

predict the price tag on T-shirts and hats will balloon. They hand-wring themselves 

raw about what ticket prices might look like when real contending baseball arrives. 

The most maddening thing will be fans flaming those kind of can’t-win arguments. 

Either you want the Padres to open the wallet and try, or you don’t. Either you 

demand real effort and financial might, or you don’t. Don’t complain, though, about 

the slumping payrolls of the past and the big spend now. 

If anything, the persistent pessimism about the organization’s willingness to hammer 

the ATM in pursuit of baseball’s biggest prizes ends now. 

“It says that’s in the past,” said Steve Garvey, the former Padre and Dodger who 

generated similar buzz when late owner Ray Kroc cobbled together enough Big Mac 

money to lure him to San Diego in December 1982. “It’s a statement. It’s a validation, 

to the fans. 

“You can put all those (commitment) questions to the side now. From this day 

forward, move forward.” 

This is what happens to the Padres and San Diego, not vice versa. The Dodgers 

plucked away pitcher Kevin Brown, making him baseball’s first $100 million man in 

late-1998. Two decades later, Los Angeles yawned, yet ended up with the Chargers. 

Envision the sweetness of a scene where Machado is pounding baseballs into 

the Dodger Stadiumparking lot against his former team and your hated rival. 

The script, wildly flipped. 

Petco Park changed perceptions in this city. The deal with Machado, in its own way, 

pretzels conventional thinking about San Diego as well. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/dodger-stadium-PLREC000142-topic.html
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“Petco is a great rock on which to build the church,” Lucchino said. “I think Peter and 

Ron see it that way. If you get the right kind of ownership, leadership, facility, market 

and climate, all of a sudden, you have the key ingredients for success. 

“I’d like to urge my San Diego friends to keep their expectations under control. This is 

one transaction. It needs to be coupled by player development, advancement and 

other steps. 

“But it is a big and bold step, make no mistake about that.” 

Machado guarantees nothing, of course, in a sport where you’re one injury away from 

collapse. He has skeptics to calm in terms of his hustle and presence in the clubhouse. 

And in a competitive sense, the Padres surely need a front-line pitcher or two to end 

an ugly postseason drought dating to 2006. 

In a city saddled with a reputation for a paralyzing inability to get things done, the 

Padres decided to it was time to shatter expectations, dream big and rush into the 

baseball breach. 

For real this time. 

And now, a city’s along for what just might be a wild ride. 
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Ian Kinsler a piece in 
Padres' evolving puzzle 
Jeff Sanders  

  

Once upon a time, Ian Kinsler was the highest-paid second baseman in the game. 

He’s won two Gold Gloves over the last three seasons. The 489 combined homers and 

steals already on his resume would be pie-in-the-sky goals for any of the Padres’ high-

end prospects. 

Yet the 36-year-old Kinsler didn’t bat an eye when General Manager A.J. Preller, in a 

face-to-face meeting in December in Las Vegas, mentioned the possibility of sliding 

over to third base and perhaps coming off the bench to continue his career.Why 

would he? 

“You just play that by ear,” Kinsler said. “You see what the team needs. You see what 

the situations are and how you can help the team and go from there.” 

As the full team walked onto the field for the first time Tuesday, the situation is this: 

The Padres haven’t added a replacement for shortstop Freddy Galvis, all signs point 

toward top prospect Fernando Tatis Jr. starting 2019 in the minors and they have a 

Manny Machado-sized hole on the left side of the infield. 

Meanwhile, the free agent they do have in Kinsler, the way the Padres see it, is an 

important piece to a still-evolving puzzle as the organization maps out exactly how 

the next wave of homegrown talent crashes onto the shores of Petco Park. 

“The guy will do anything possible to win a baseball game,” Padres manager Andy 

Green said. “The guy has a World Series ring and been there a couple times. (He has) 

Gold Gloves on his mantle, too. He’s still really good at second base. He proved that 

last year. Third base will be new for him. We’ll give him some exposure without the 

commitment of saying you’re going to play third base for us this year.” 

========= 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
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Ups and down 
Ian Kinsler was an All-Star three times during his eight-year stay in Texas. He was 

a Gold Glover and an All-Star in four years in Detroit. His production at the plate 

slipped across the board while with the Angels and Red Sox in 2018. A look at 

Kinsler’s average seasons over the years: 

• 2006-13 | .273 avg. / .349 OBP / .454 SLG / 20 HRs / 67 RBIs / 22 steals 

• 2014-17 | .275 avg. / .328 OBP / .436 SLG / 20 HRs / 75 RBIs / 13 steals 

• 2018 | .240 avg. / .301 OBP / .380 SLG / 14 HRs / 48 RBIs / 16 steals 

========= 

That, of course, is predicated on precisely what the Padres do at third base. 

Marwin Gonzalez remains as a fallback free agent option should Machado decline the 

Padres’ hefty offer (reportedly $240-280 million over eight years). The Padres also 

have enough in-house candidates — from Ty France to Greg Garcia to long-shot 

prospect Hudson Potts — to plan on Kinsler receiving the bulk of his spring reps at 

second base opposite Luis Urias, the presumed second baseman of the future when 

Tatis finally arrives. 

Like the Padres, Kinsler — who has played all of two innings in the majors at third 

base — is counting on that inevitability. 

It was part of the pitch when he signed a two-year, $8 million deal to join a team 

building from within. 

“There's a lot of excitement here,” Kinsler said. “There's an exciting atmosphere, 

young talent, a team that can make waves quickly. It's always fun to be part of.” 

Kinsler would know. 

He was part a similar homegrown nucleus in Texas, when he rose alongside the likes 

of Nelson Cruz and Elvis Andrus to play in back-to-back World Series. He won his 

first Gold Glove three years after he was traded to the Tigers, 11 seasons into a career 

that saw him earn $97 million in contract extensions with the Rangers. He’s also a 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/boston-red-sox-ORSPT000005-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/marwin-gonzalez-PESPT0015265-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/elvis-andrus-PESPT000009868-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/gold-glove-awards-EVSPR000086-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/detroit-tigers-ORSPT000011-topic.html
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four-time All-Star, the owner of two 30-30 seasons and now a World Series ring after 

a summer in Boston, who acquired him from the Angels for its playoff push. 

Kinsler’s latest Gold Glove, however, arrived as is OPS slipped to .681, the worst of a 

decorated career. 

No, there are “not a lot of ‘80s babies” in his new clubhouse. 

Yes, the Padres will ask him to help mold the “nice kids,” as Kinsler referenced Urias 

and Tatis, who’ll eventually push him to a new position and perhaps out of the regular 

role before everything is said and done. 

But not right away. 

Not if Kinsler has his way. 

“I'm expecting to play my best,” said Kinsler, the only veteran with more than eight 

years of service time in the clubhouse. “Show what I have, show I can still play this 

game at a high level and go from there.” 
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Padres agree to record deal 
with Manny Machado 
Kevin Acee  

  

The Padres have shocked the baseball world for the second year in a row by acquiring 

one of the free agent market’s marquee names. 

The team Tuesday solved its need for a third baseman and electrified its roster and its 

fans by agreeing to terms on a record-setting contract with Manny Machado, one of 

the biggest superstars in the game. 

 “It’s exciting for the organization,” said first baseman Eric Hosmer, last spring’s big 

signing. “We’re at a point in time now where everybody knows we want to win and 

we’re serious about it. It’s not just talking. It’s not trying to sell you guys on 

something. It’s actions, and it’s going out and doing something. It’s motivating as 

players when you see the front office doing stuff to give you the right pieces to 

succeed and be successful.” 

Although Padres Executive Chairman Ron Fowler said Tuesday morning, “We do not 

have a deal with any free agent,” several sources who did not want to be identified 

confirmed the agreement, which is worth a guaranteed $300 million over 10 years 

and gives Machado the ability to opt out after five years. 

While also declining to acknowledge the deal, Padres General Partner Peter Seidler 

said, “Ron and I love the city of San Diego. … We’re also well aware of the history. 

There’s never been a championship. We want to completely change that. We want our 

franchise to win year after year after year. And we’re going to do whatever we can 

rationally to change that.” 

Toward that end, they gave Machado the largest free-agent contract in the history of 

American sports, though that very well could be a short-lived designation, as right 

fielder Bryce Harper is expected to sign somewhere in the coming days. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bryce-harper-PESPT0015285-topic.html
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The Padres had also been wooing Harper. A high-ranking team source said Tuesday, 

“We’re not signing him.” 

People inside the organization had expressed confidence in recent days that the deal 

with Machado would get done shortly. But according to multiple sources Tuesday, the 

Padres’ insistence there is not an agreement is based on Machado needing to meet 

with Fowler and Seidler for the first time and pass the requisite physical. 

The Padres, along with other teams that believed they were in on Machado, expressed 

shock word of an agreement became public when it did. 

General Manager A.J. Preller, Seidler and Fowler met with Machado’s agent, Dan 

Lozano, again Monday night. The Padres expected more dialogue with Machado’s 

side before a physical was even scheduled. Still, even as they said it was possible the 

deal might never come to fruition, several sources indicated they expect the Machado 

signing will become official soon. 

Machado will meet with Preller, Fowler and Seidler on Wednesday in San Diego. 

After that, a physical is expected to be scheduled, and the belief is the deal will be 

officially announced by Friday. 

While reiterating the team was not confirming the agreement, Erik Greupner, Padres 

president of business operations, said “response today to the Machado reports has 

been huge. The phones at Petco Park have been ringing all day and the ticket sales 

have been very strong. There is a high level of excitement right now from our fan 

base.” 

Word of the agreement came just after players had gone on the field to stretch in 

advance of the first full-squad workout of spring training. Some players heard about 

the deal during the practice session, and others were told by reporters or the club’s 

public relations officials afterward. The PR staff stressed to players that the reported 

deal was not official. 

“As of right now, we couldn’t be any more excited,” catcher Austin Hedges said. 
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While the pursuit of Machado seemed to drag on with just drips of news from week to 

week, the landing of the four-time All-Star actually came to pass in a relative flash. 

The courtship started later than last offseason’s wooing of Hosmer that resulted in 

him agreeing to an eight-year, $144 million contract on the eve of spring training. 

The Padres’ first contact with Machado’s representatives regarding the possibility of 

signing him came in mid-January after reports surfaced that the 26-year-old’s price 

might not be as prohibitive as expected. 

The Padres soon found out any deal would need to be for much more than the 

reported $25 million a year that had sparked their surge in interest. Still, in need of a 

third baseman and with Machado being among the youngest and best free agents to 

ever reach the market, the team pressed on. 

Preller flew to Miami the weekend before spring training to meet with Machado and 

his wife. 

Team sources said it was Preller’s creativity and relentlessness that persuaded Fowler 

and Seidler the investment was wise at this point, when the front office had 

essentially settled into mostly staying the course and eyeing 2020 as the year they 

would make a jump into contention. 

While sticking to the party line about not confirming an agreement, Preller said 

Tuesday, “Manny Machado is one of the best players in baseball. He’s been an elite 

offensive player and an elite defender. He’s obviously a guy who can help your club.” 

Preller and his staff continue to mull scenarios in which the team would add a veteran 

starting pitcher, but team sources said Tuesday afternoon there are no immediate 

plans to do so. 

There had been concern about Machado’s attitude and perceived lack of hustle, but 

the Padres expressed early on in the dealings that they had done their homework and 

felt comfortable with who Machado is. The club believes that not only does Machado’s 

talent allay concerns about his occasionally not running hard, they are confident 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/south-florida/miami-SFL00052-topic.html
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veterans in their clubhouse such as Hosmer — a fellow South Floridian who was one 

of Machado’s main supporters — and Ian Kinsler will set a tone for everyone else. 

Tuesday morning, just before the agreement became public, Hosmer said the way 

baseball is played in their hometown explains a lot about the edge with which 

Machado plays — including an incident in the National League Championship Series 

in which Machado appeared to kick the leg of Brewers first baseman Jesus Aguilar 

while running out a ground ball. 

“I’ve been getting to see it ever since he was about 15 or 16 in Miami,” Hosmer said 

later. “… He’s a great guy. I know last year there (were) some controversial things. But 

he’s a guy who has edge. Us guys from South Florida, we bring some edge. We want to 

be better than everybody else out there, and we want to win more than anybody else 

out there.” 

This is the third year in row the Padres handed a player the richest contract in team 

history, following Wil Myers (six years, $83 million) in 2017 and Hosmer in ’18. 

Machado, who turns 27 on July 6, is an extremely rare superstar player to reach free 

agency this young. That contributed heavily to making the expense worth it to the 

Padres, whose payroll was just $85 million without him. 

He will not only be their highest-paid player, but Machado will make more in 2018 

than the combined salary of every other Padres player except Hosmer, Myers and 

pitcher Garrett Richards. Those four players account for about 60 percent of the 

team’s current 2019 payroll commitment to active players. 

This acquisition changes the Padres like none has in decades, perhaps since the team 

traded for pitcher Kevin Brown before the 1998 season. 

Machado is one of four major leaguers to have a WAR (wins above replacement) of at 

least 5.9 in three of the past four seasons, and his 142 home runs over the past four 

years rank seventh. His career WAR of 33.8 is higher than many Hall of Famers 

through their age-25 season, including Joe Dimaggio, Stan Musial and Willie Mays. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/ian-kinsler-PESPT000010174-topic.html
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The last Padres position player to have a WAR of at least 5.9 was Chase Headley (6.4) 

in 2012, and just two other Padres position players have achieved that threshold since 

2000. 

Machado would have led the Padres in every offensive category except slugging 

percentage last season. Playing for the Orioles and Dodgers, to whom he was traded 

in July, Machado had a .297 batting average, .367 on-base percentage and slugged 

.538 in 2018. His career numbers in 926 games are .282/.335/.487 with 175 home 

runs. 

“It lengthens the lineup for us,” Myers said. “It makes everyone that’s around around 

us better. … It is exciting to know it’s a strong possibility we’ll add somebody like 

that.” 
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Dodgers know Manny 
Machado 'changes things' 
for Padres 
Jeff Sanders  

  

Once the highest-earning pitcher in baseball, Clayton Kershaw chose his words 

carefully as he addressed news that a former teammate was joining a divisional rival 

via a record-breaking deal. 

Given the rising tension stressing relations between the players’ union and 

owners, Manny Machado’s reported 10-year, $300 million agreement represented a 

crack of light in a dark tunnel no one wants to traverse. At the same time, the three-

time NL Cy Young winner knows one of the game’s bright young stars could step into 

the batter’s box against him when the Dodgers visit Petco Park for the first time in 

early May. 

 “I can’t say I’m happy for him,” the 30-year-old Kershaw said with a smile. “He’s on 

the Padres now, but it’s good to get the market going for sure.” 

As stunning as it may be to see the Padres making salary headlines — you know, the 

team that began the 2010s by fielding a $38 million opening day payroll — not 

everyone sees Tuesday’s developments in Peoria, Ariz., as a curveball out of left field. 

The Padres are sitting on eight straight losing seasons. They won just 66 games last 

year. Last year’s unexpected dip into free agency was, at least for one year, an 

undeniable flop. 

But the kids coming through that farm system, No. 1 in the game according to ESPN 

and Baseball America, provide a foundation worth building upon. 

“I think they’re closer than people think,” Dodgers outfielder Max Muncy said. “They 

have a lot of young talent over there. You talk about adding a guy that can be a good 
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veteran presence for them and teach those young kids certain things about the game. 

Yeah, they might still be a little bit away, but they are a lot closer than people think.” 

Fourteen of the organization’s top-30 prospects, as ranked by MLB.com, are in big 

league camp, a group headlined by 20-year-old Fernando Tatis Jr. 

The two Dominicans share an agent and will one day (soon?) share the left side of the 

infield. The 26-year-old Machado is even often mentioned as a player comp for Tatis, 

although the idea of Machado as an on-the-field role model was thrown under the 

microscope in October. 

You’ve heard the story/seen the footage/formed an opinion by now. 

Machado wasn’t quite as productive as a Dodger (.825 OPS) as he had been for 

Baltimore (.963 OPS) before the trade. He did not run out balls to first base in the 

playoffs. He appeared to purposely kick a first baseman’s foot on the bases. A public 

explanation for a curious October that ended with him hitting .182 in the World 

Series — “I’m not the type of type of player that’s going to be ‘Johnny Hustle’ ” — only 

raised more eyebrows. 

It ultimately did not impact his payday, but the questions will follow Machado into 

his stay in San Diego. 

The Dodgers that defended him last October are continuing to come to Machado’s 

defense. 

“Manny wants to play,” Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said Tuesday. “I think some 

things were his doing. I think some things were misconstrued. He's taken ownership 

of that. He’s learned some things as he's continued to grow as a man and a major 

league player. 

“It was enjoyable for all of us to get to know him.” 

Added Muncy: “I thought he was a good teammate. He was a good guy to be around. 

You could tell he likes playing baseball. As far as being out there on the field, he's one 
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of the best gloves out there. He makes plays that are absolutely ridiculous. You talk 

about putting him in the lineup and it just changes things.” 

That’s certainly the hope in San Diego. 

The Padres have finished last in the majors in on-base percentage the last five years. 

They haven’t had a winning season since 2010, the last year they won a season series 

against the Dodgers, the winners of six straight NL West crowns and back-to-back 

pennants. 

Yes, things change. 

Maybe even faster with Machado in the fold in San Diego. 

Just maybe. 

“I don't think I've ever faced Manny before, but I've seen what he can do,” said 

Kershaw, who indeed has not faced Machado. “He's a very good player. I know they 

have a lot of prospects over there. He'll make them better.” 
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Padres players appreciate 
owners adding Machado, 
welcome higher 
expectations 
Kevin Acee  

  

Each year before the first workout of spring training, Padres manager Andy Green 

addresses his team before ceding the floor to team owners Ron Fowler and Peter 

Seidler. 

The message from the trio this year touched on it being time to change the mindset of 

the team and the history of the franchise. 

What the players listening Tuesday morning didn’t know was that the owners had 

committed to show them they were doing their part in a monumental way, landing 

third baseman Manny Machado with the largest contract ever awarded a free agent in 

the history of American sports. 

“We talked about how starved this city is for wins and that’s what we expect to give 

them,” catcher Austin Hedges said. “Obviously, the front office is making moves to 

make that happen.” 

Hedges spoke a few hours after that morning meeting and just minutes after he heard 

the news about Machado, which prompted him to break into a first-pumping dance. 

Even before Tuesday’s news that Machado had agreed to a 10-year, $300 million 

contract, there had been much confidence expressed by players and coaches that the 

Padres were going to be better than expected. Even in the light of spring training 

optimism, the talk was in stark contrast to what was said a year earlier, when players 

and coaches were resigned to what was essentially a developmental season. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/manny-machado-PESPTF00106-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/austin-hedges-PESPTF00618-topic.html
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The Padres ended up winning 66 games in 2018, extending their streak without a 

playoff appearance to 11 years. It was the franchise’s 50th season without a World 

Series title. 

Whatever the belief internally, the projections from outside were not kind to the 

Padres this year. One oft-cited predictor from Baseball Prospectus had the Padres not 

only finishing last in the National League West but also at the bottom of virtually 

every offensive category in ’19. 

Padres players believe those types of assessments should now be altered. 

“I think it changes things pretty quickly,” first baseman Eric Hosmer said. “… It’s one 

of the top guys in the league. Extremely young free agent that has a lot of amazing 

baseball left in him. Has already had a lot of amazing baseball in his career.” 

Said outfielder Hunter Renfroe: “Theoretically, it makes (the lineup) a lot better; it 

makes it more potent. You always want to be a contender, and that bat in the lineup 

and that defense helps for sure.” 

Wil Myers alluded to an accelerated timeline. 

“It’s definitely scary,” the outfielder said. “We’re a few pieces away. Everybody hears 

about our No. 1 (minor league) system, and that’s great. But to be able to add a 

proven star, a guy that has done stuff in the playoffs, done stuff year after year, is 

exciting. It’s pretty cool to see ownership going in the direction to win. 

“Obviously, when you add a guy like that you’re wanting to win more games. It really 

puts a focus on winning. … This is my fifth year here. We haven’t done great since I’ve 

been here, so it’s exciting to really see this thing turn in the right direction.” 

Said Hedges: “We already had high expectations for this year. I know how confident 

we are in the group that we have, and when you add arguably the best third baseman 

in the game to that lineup, it makes us all better.” 

https://legacy.baseballprospectus.com/fantasy/dc/
https://legacy.baseballprospectus.com/fantasy/dc/
https://legacy.baseballprospectus.com/fantasy/dc/
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
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Machado, 26, has been an All-Star four times in seven seasons, the first 6½ of which 

were with the Orioles. He is a career .282/.335/.487 hitter, and among his 175 career 

home runs, 142 have come in the past four seasons. 

The Padres last year ranked 28th in batting average, 30th (last) in on-base percentage 

and 27th in slugging percentage. Their 162 home runs were 24th. Machado, who was 

traded to the Dodgers in July, hit .297/.367/.538 in 2018 and would have led the 

Padres in virtually every offensive category except slugging percentage. 

“It’s exciting to hopefully get a guy like that in the lineup — a guy who is going to hit 

third or fourth every day,” Myers said. “He’s going to be a force in our lineup and a 

star to add in the middle.” 

Myers and Hosmer, who in the past two seasons received what were at the time the 

largest contracts in franchise history, said they were not surprised by the acquisition 

of Machado. 

“Ownership has said from Day One, especially with this rebuild process, that we’re 

here to win,” Myers said. “Them going out and doing this again, going out and getting 

another guy to add to our team is big. … Expectations will be higher. That’s what we 

want. 

“Expectations have been low for the Padres organization. This year is different. … 

Expectations are going to be higher. That’s what you want. Something we haven’t had 

here in a while.” 
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Big Deal: What Manny Machado means 
for the Padres 
By Dennis Lin Feb 19, 2019 

 

PEORIA, Ariz. — A little more than a month ago, the Padres watched from 
afar as two of the most memorable free agents in baseball history remained 

unsigned. Manny Machado and Bryce Harper, they assumed, were headed for 

the largest paydays the sport has ever seen. The Padres’ decision-makers took 
comfort in the thought of financial flexibility — to be deployed in the near 

future, if not immediately — but they struggled to picture themselves entering 

this particular auction at this particular time. Their rationale involved things 

besides cold, hard cash. 

“If we’re going to sign a veteran player to a big-money, long-term deal, we do 

put a premium on character,” one Padres official said. 

The Padres looked on as much of the 2018 postseason unfolded up the freeway 

from Petco Park. They saw the benches clear after Machado, running to first 

base in a Dodgers uniform, clipped the back foot of Brewers first baseman 
Jesús Aguilar in Game 4 of the NLCS. They witnessed a nationally televised 
sitdown in which Machado said being “Johnny Hustle” wasn’t his “cup of 

tea.” Those incidents seemingly confirmed what San Diego’s front office had 
already heard in baseball circles. They were not alone in their reluctance to 

entertain an expensive union, judging by how slowly the market evolved 

around the league’s top two free agents. 

A few months later, however, that market came to include the same club that 

fielded a $38 million payroll on Opening Day 2010. Then, on Tuesday, 

shockwaves rippled through the sport. 

Sources confirmed to The Athletic’s Ken Rosenthal that the Padres and 
Machado had reached a preliminary agreement on a 10-year, $300 million 

contract. The deal is the largest in the history of North American professional 

sports. The annual average value alone comes close to what San Diego spent on 

its entire roster less than a decade ago. 

 

https://theathletic.com/author/dennis-lin/
https://theathletic.com/827142/2019/02/19/rosenthal-inside-the-infamous-im-not-johnny-hustle-interview-and-why-it-wont-define-manny-machados-career/
https://theathletic.com/827142/2019/02/19/rosenthal-inside-the-infamous-im-not-johnny-hustle-interview-and-why-it-wont-define-manny-machados-career/
https://theathletic.com/794350/2019/01/31/the-padres-already-in-on-manny-machado-and-j-t-realmuto-are-meeting-with-bryce-harper/
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The industry consensus was that Machado’s agent, Dan Lozano, had done well. 
Yahoo’s Tim Brown reported the agreement includes an opt-out after five 

years. ESPN’s Jeff Passan, who first reported the deal, relayed that there is 

limited no-trade protection. The pact is expected to include minimal or no 
deferred money, sources told The Athletic. According to Rosenthal, the White 

Sox offered eight years and $250 million, plus a total of $100 million in 

options and incentives, but only one club guaranteed $300 million. 

The Padres crammed hours upon hours of background work into an abbreviated 
time frame. Their decision to pursue one of the sport’s more polarizing figures 

required buy-in from owners who had invested significant money before the 

2015 season ended in failure. The research was enough to convince them of 
the fit, both on and off the field. An aggressive pursuit ensued. In the end, 

Machado’s talent outshone every other factor. 

San Diego has not seen anything like it since Adrián González called Petco 
Park home. Only one player, Tony Gwynn, has compiled more than 32 wins 

above replacement, by Baseball Reference’s estimation, while in a Padres 

uniform. Machado is up to 33.8 after seven MLB seasons, and he does not turn 
27 until July. He might go down as an all-time great third baseman; the Padres, 

with 70 players in camp, do not currently have an option considered even 

league-average. 

In the most optimistic projection, Machado will still be 27 when the Padres 
secure a long-awaited return to the postseason. He will anchor what has been a 

perennially punchless lineup. Internally, his addition lends credence to the idea 

of a 2020 trip to October. 

“There’s never been a championship for a major sports franchise in San 
Diego,” Padres general partner Peter Seidler said, before referencing his 

organization’s half-century in existence. “So far, the Padres have been to the 

playoffs five times. 

“We as an organization, we want to completely change that. We want our 

franchise to win year after year after year. We’re going to do whatever we can 

rationally do to help make that happen.” 

An unprecedented statement 

Seidler made the above declaration to reporters Tuesday morning at the Peoria 
Sports Complex. He stood beside Padres executive chairman Ron Fowler, 

https://theathletic.com/826516/2019/02/19/sarris-why-manny-machado-is-a-perfect-fit-for-the-padres/
https://theathletic.com/826516/2019/02/19/sarris-why-manny-machado-is-a-perfect-fit-for-the-padres/
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moments after the two of them made their customary address to the clubhouse 
before the first full-squad workout of the spring. This particular speech, of 

course, had been made with more conviction than usual. 

Both owners, as well as other team officials, refused to comment on the 

Machado pact; his signing will not be consummated until after he passes a 
physical. But Seidler’s smiling visage said enough. The same look would 

spread among the players as their on-field activities wound down. 

Near the end of his workout, Padres catcher Austin Hedges stopped in his 

tracks when he heard the news. He dropped his equipment bag in glee, pumped 

both fists and let out an audible “Let’s goooooo!” He could not contain his 

excitement. He struggled to maintain his focus in a subsequent bunting drill. 

“If we can add a third baseman like that … arguably the best third baseman in 

the game, it makes us all better,” Hedges said afterward, still giddy. 

“In our meeting today, as we started, we talked about how starved this city is 

for wins, and that’s what we expect to give them. Obviously, the front office is 

making moves to help make that happen.” 

No big-league organization has a worse winning percentage than the Padres. 
They play in a city that lost the Chargers to Los Angeles just two years ago. 

But until now, they had seemingly failed to take advantage of the void. A 

loaded farm system has dominated their rhetoric for multiple years now, but it 
had yet to produce significant impact for season-ticket holders. The message, 

coupled with consecutive 90-loss seasons, had grown stale for some fans. A 

payroll that continued to rank in the league’s lowest percentiles did not help. 

Machado’s deal could usher in a sea change. While the Padres can have him for 

a minimum of five years, his arrival signals an acceleration of their timeline. 

And it did not cost the team any prospects, only money. 

For years, observers had reason to be skeptical that the Padres would ever reach 

the middle class in terms of payroll. The current ownership group, which 

assumed control in 2012, had pledged to brandish the checkbook when the 

club’s competitive window began to open. But the evidence was scant. 

Now, with Machado’s imminent addition, the window is more than cracked. To 
ensure they will not pay him for multiple sub-.500 seasons, the Padres will 

need to keep spending — if not this spring or the remainder of the year, 

certainly before 2020. Third base might be filled, but the rotation remains a 
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liability. While multiple sources indicated Harper is no longer an option, there 

are dozens of free agents left on the market. 

Three players — Machado, Eric Hosmer and Wil Myers — could combine to 

make more than $70 million a year by next season. For a smaller-market 

franchise, that is not the most sustainable formula. The Padres might continue 
looking to deal Myers, though they retain hope that a return to the outfield 

could do him good. They also could lower the percentage paid to the trio by 

continuing to invest. 

Regardless of subsequent moves and their outcomes, the Padres can no longer 

be seen as penny pinchers. And, because they have other deficiencies to 
address, they now must be viewed as a significant threat for future free-agent 

targets. The perception is flipping. You do not commit $300 million, roughly a 

quarter of the franchise’s estimated value, without planning to do more. A.J. 
Preller, maybe the most opportunistic general manager in baseball, will not be 

putting his phone down. 

Unprecedented pressure 

Machado figures to be a boon for a player often compared to him. Fernando 

Tatis Jr. is a friend, an admirer and a top-three prospect in the sport. He also 

projects to be at least average at shortstop, where he could supply exceptional 
value. Machado’s preferred position also falls in the six-hole, but he will move 

back to third base, where he is superior. 

The Padres salivate at the thought of a left side of the infield featuring 

Machado and Tatis. The latter can learn from the former’s journey from hyped 

prospect to multi-time All-Star. The former can serve as a pressure valve for 
the latter. Tatis is expected to debut sometime this year as a 20-year-old, the 

same age Machado was when he surfaced in Baltimore. 

Yet Machado’s presence also heightens the stakes for others. While 

ownership’s approval of a record-breaking deal is a reflection of his job 
security, Preller does not have a lengthy track record of successful acquisitions 

at the highest level. His wheeling and dealing prior to the 2015 season did not 

work out. He submitted aggressive bids for, among others, Pablo Sandoval and 
Yasmany Tomás. While he is regarded as a strong evaluator of amateurs and 

prospects, his eye for big-leaguers remains in question. 

https://theathletic.com/820695/2019/02/15/it-brings-a-little-bit-of-fire-to-the-team-to-have-a-guy-like-that-padres-tatis-jr-wouldnt-mind-playing-next-to-manny-machado/
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Should Machado produce at a suboptimal level, the pressure would be greater 
on the manager Preller hired. Like the GM, Andy Green lacks much of a track 

record at the highest level. The Padres went backward under his watch last 

year, threatening to lose 100 games. He has not had to handle a true star or the 
corresponding attention. Machado’s missteps are well documented, though he 

also has his ardent supporters. 

The Padres believe that a pair of highly regarded veterans will help in that 

regard. Hosmer is one of the game’s most popular and professional players. Ian 
Kinsler was signed over the winter; the 36-year-old’s play has declined, but he 

continues to command respect. Hosmer, especially, was able to vouch for 

Machado during the vetting process. 

“I know last year there were some controversial things in the postseason and all 

that, but he’s a guy that has edge,” Hosmer said. “Us guys from South Florida, 
we bring that edge and we want to be better than everybody else out there and 

we want to win more than anybody else out there. I think that’s one of the most 

important things he’s going to bring to this team.” 

Still, the manager often bears the brunt of the blame if things go south. Often, a 
more experienced hand has been brought on before the competitive window 

fully opens. Now that he is about to be paid extremely well, Machado’s actions 

will be under intense scrutiny. Green’s handling of a superstar will be, too. 

On Tuesday, multiple rival officials remarked that the Padres remained in dire 

need of pitching. More than a few also believed that Machado’s decision to join 
an underdog, for a healthy sum, could benefit the entire sport. The Padres, of 

course, will benefit from a business perspective. How everything else falls into 

place is to be determined. The stakes are unprecedented. 
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Sarris: Why Manny Machado is a 
perfect fit for the Padres 
 

By Eno Sarris  
 

The Padres signed Manny Machado? The Padres? 

Aren’t they supposed to be bad next year? Wasn’t their payroll already up to 
historic levels? Don’t they have baseball’s top shortstop prospect ready to go? 

Didn’t they have an expensive veteran third baseman last year who’s still on 

the team? Isn’t their pitching staff sordid? 

It’s all noise. You could say, simply, the Padres got a top-ten position player 
next year and all they spent was money (reportedly about $300 million). So 

he fits. 

But the fit works beyond that, too. And all of those questions marks are 

actually part of why it makes sense to put Machado in the mustard uniform. 

True, the Padres are not projected to be a great team this season. FanGraphs has 

them with 76 wins, second worst in the National League and easily worst in the 

NL West. Baseball Prospectus has them a win better, and above the Giants. 
Because of existing personnel, adding Machado probably pushes this team to 

.500, which is a weird thing to do for $300 million. 

Maybe it is weird to hand out the tenth-biggest contract in baseball history 

when your team was already close to historic spending levels. The Padres were 

down about $14 million from last year’s payroll, but only $7 million from a 
three-year average, and how much was this ownership going to throw into a 

sub-.500 team? 

Look at the payroll closer, though, and this starts to make more sense. Take this 

seemingly negative factoid — it’s not what it seems. 

 

 

Dead $ weirdness: The Padres are paying Clayton Richard, Kazuhisa Makita, Phil Hughes, 
Hector Olivera & Jedd Gyorko more to *not* play for the Padres in ’19 then they are paying Eric 
Hosmer *to* play for the Padres. Worse: group is projected to be worth the same as Hos next 
year. 
 

https://theathletic.com/author/eno-sarris/
https://www.fangraphs.com/projections.aspx?pos=all&stats=bat&type=steamer&team=0&lg=all&players=0&sort=27,d
https://www.fangraphs.com/projections.aspx?pos=all&stats=bat&type=steamer&team=0&lg=all&players=0&sort=27,d
https://twitter.com/Ken_Rosenthal/status/1097911830700322816
https://twitter.com/enosarris/status/1089986658831806466
https://twitter.com/enosarris/status/1089986658831806466
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It sounds terrible. Maybe the Eric Hosmer deal wasn’t a great one, and that’s 
part of this truth. But. The Padres, who were third in dead money last 
yearand are still going to pay over $20 million to non-Padres this season, are 

coming to the end of their dead money period. In 2020, they’ll owe Hector 

Olivera $8.5 million and otherwise be spending money on actual Padres. 

When you’re bad, dead money can be thought of as a good thing. It means 
you’re spending current payroll on players that aren’t improving your team, so 

you’ll get high picks and hold the average payroll level up for when the team is 

good and can spend that on current players. This happens in very concrete ways 
when a team takes on money to get a prospect or a pick, as the Padres did 
with Phil Hughes. 

The team is starting to improve now, and the dead money is going away. Good 

timing. That money coming off the books means that even after Machado (but 

before arbitration raises), San Diego will have a payroll under $100 million 
against a $132 million league average payroll. Machado signals that it’s time to 

push this payroll towards league average, since only one team since 1985 has 

won the World Series with a payroll that was significantly below league 
average. 

For a while now, the Padres have supplemented bottom-five major league 

payroll spending with the second-highest spending on the draft and 
international markets. That still leaves them in the bottom third in overall 

spending, but it’s part of why they’re currently on the cusp of being a very 

good team. 

Fernando Tatís Jr. came in a trade, but he and Luis Urías are still a huge part of 

this focus on the future that has produced so many prospects on the cusp of 
hitting the big leagues. And they both played shortstop in the minors. Machado 

wants to play shortstop. Uh-oh? 

Nah. Urías was already headed towards second base given his combination of 

range and arm strength, and Ian Kinsler won’t stop him. Tatís may move off his 
position, too, since some scouts have mentioned doubts given his big frame. 

But shortstops are getting bigger and slower, and so is Machado, and 

having two good defenders on the left side means the Padres can have more 

options as they figure it out going forward. 

This could end up being the best infield in the major leagues, and soon. The 
‘Fans’ projections on FanGraphs are almost always overly optimistic when 

https://blogs.fangraphs.com/mlb-teams-with-the-most-dead-money-in-2018/
https://blogs.fangraphs.com/mlb-teams-with-the-most-dead-money-in-2018/
https://www.mlb.com/news/padres-acquire-pitcher-phil-hughes-draft-pick/c-278533658
https://www.mlb.com/news/padres-acquire-pitcher-phil-hughes-draft-pick/c-278533658
https://gwynntelligence.com/2019/01/03/the-true-story-of-the-padres-spending/
https://gwynntelligence.com/2019/01/03/the-true-story-of-the-padres-spending/
https://gwynntelligence.com/2019/01/03/the-true-story-of-the-padres-spending/
https://gwynntelligence.com/2019/01/03/the-true-story-of-the-padres-spending/
https://blogs.fangraphs.com/top-43-prospects-san-diego-padres/
https://theathletic.com/791063/2019/01/29/sarris-recent-trends-have-flipped-baseballs-conventional-wisdom-on-first-base-and-short/
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you’re talking about a one-year projection, but when you’re talking about the 
upside that an infield like Machado, Tatís, Urías and Hosmer can produce, they 

can help. The fans say this group would produce 16+ wins together in full 

seasons this year. Only the Astros, Dodgers and Cubs are projected to produce 
more than 16 wins on the infield this year, and we haven’t added in any of the 

Padres’ depth pieces like Kinsler. 

Of course, the fans didn’t know that Machado was being sent to the notoriously 

power-sapping Petco Park — but that might not affect the projection all that 
much. Machado hits “high drives,” as defined by launch angle and exit 

velocity, more than 50 percent more often than league average. Those pitches 

went for homers more often in Los Angeles and Baltimore than in any other 

park last year, while San Diego was 13th-friendliest. 

However! San Diego is friendlier to left field than to right. To left field, it’s the 
seventh-best place for a hitter to hit a high drive. Guess where Machado likes 

to hit his ? 

 

So Machado’s power should come with him. And he will improve that infield 

immensely. 

The outfield is a mess, and becomes slightly more of a mess with Machado 

pushing Wil Myers back into the mix. 

By Ultimate Zone Rating, though, Myers was the worst defensive third 
baseman in baseball last year, so he probably wasn’t going to play third for 

much longer. By projections, he’s probably the second-best outfielder with 
the bat on the team, and with his $20 million salary, he’s not much of a trade 

chip, so he’ll be here for a bit. 

Around him, there’s a fascinating combination of players that feature as many 

flaws as they do tools. Franmil Reyes may have figured out how to combine 
prodigious power with better contact due to slimming down his mechanics, 
or he may not have. Manuel Margot has flirted with above-average ratings for 

all five tools, and also has lost the ability to hit for power or run efficiently 
on the basepaths. Franchy Cordero is elite when it comes to tools, and a 

minus when it comes to plate approach and contact abilities. Hunter Renfroe 

mashes dingers but does little else. 

https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=3b&stats=fld&lg=all&qual=300&type=1&season=2018&month=0&season1=2018&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=24,a
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=3b&stats=fld&lg=all&qual=300&type=1&season=2018&month=0&season1=2018&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=24,a
https://www.fangraphs.com/projections.aspx?pos=of&stats=bat&type=steamer&team=29&lg=all&players=0&sort=22,d
https://blogs.fangraphs.com/the-padres-most-dangerous-hitter/
https://blogs.fangraphs.com/the-padres-most-dangerous-hitter/
https://blogs.fangraphs.com/manny-margot-and-the-stickiness-of-a-launch-angle-breakout/
https://theathletic.com/282876/2018/03/21/what-does-manuel-margot-need-to-do-to-become-a-better-basestealer/
https://theathletic.com/282876/2018/03/21/what-does-manuel-margot-need-to-do-to-become-a-better-basestealer/
https://blogs.fangraphs.com/the-most-exciting-player-on-the-padres/
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Now, the team can simply sit back and wait for the players to hash it out. If 
more than three end up being good, that’s fine, depth is good… and trades, 

presumably for pitching, could also be in their future. Otherwise-good teams 

with bottom-half outfields include the Indians, Phillies, and Braves. 

There were already Trevor Bauer to the Padres rumors, and those make 

more sense now. Perhaps the Padres could trade for a pitcher as one becomes 
too expensive for the Indians. The Braves have major-league ready pitchers 

like Ian Anderson and Kyle Wright, or the Pads may go after someone with 

major league experience like Touki Toussaint and Mike Soroka. Matches could 

be made. 

Or the Padres could just wait for some of their own pitching to percolate. 

Though prognosticators are split on the future of breakout pitcher Joey 

Lucchesi, they’ve got Dinelson Lamet and his Chris Archer-ish stuff coming 
back from surgery, Chris Paddack and his Clayton Kershaw-esque strikeouts-

minus-walks on the cusp, and then Logan Allen and Cal Quantrill closer to 

ready with MacKenzie Gore, Adrian Morejon, Luis Patiño and Michel Baez on 

their way. There’s a lot of depth here. 

And that’s really the full story of the Machado signing. As much as he was a 
great signing because he’s a star, and he’s 26, and he combines power with a 

great strikeout rate, he’s also a great signing because of the depth he brings. 

Now the Padres are deep on the infield, and deep in the outfield, and on their 

way to being deep in pitching staff. It’s a great way to set the stage for a 

winning run. 

 

  

https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/possible-trades-for-trevor-bauer-corey-kluber/c-301526854


  

 43 

Rosenthal: Inside the infamous ‘I’m not 
Johnny Hustle’ interview, and why it 
won’t define Manny Machado’s career 
 

By Ken Rosenthal  

 

Manny Machado wanted to know the direction of the questions I would ask, 

and I understood that was a condition of the interview, an exception to the 

usual journalistic standards I was willing to make. He had agreed to tape an on-
camera Q&A with me for FS1 before Game 3 of the National League 

Championship Series, and it was not unreasonable for him to want to avoid 

being surprised. 

I told him I would ask him about his experience with the Dodgers, his pending 
free agency, all the usual baseball fare. And I told him, unequivocally, that I 

would ask him about his failure to run hard on a grounder in Game 2, a play 

that attracted inordinate attention because it had happened during the 

postseason. 

Machado, sitting at his locker inside the Dodgers’ clubhouse, nodded silently, 
as if to say, “I understand.” A few minutes later we reconvened in a room 

underneath the left-field stands, a makeshift studio Fox had designed for one-

on-one sit-downs. And then came the interview, the infamous “I’m not Johnny 
Hustle” interview, the interview that would haunt Machado in the months that 

followed – and ultimately, not damage his free agency one bit. 

The interview did not stop after Machado’s extended explanation for why he 

did not always run hard to first base. No one in the Fox crew shouted, 
“Gotcha!” and celebrated. No, the discussion continued, concluding with a 

humorous moment in which Machado, 26 and the definition of cool, draped his 

flashy necklace around my shoulders, allowing me, 56 and decidedly uncool, to 

wear his bling. 

When the interview ended, Machado went out to the field to prepare for Game 
3, in which he would make two questionable slides into second base. He then 

would clip the leg of Brewers first baseman Jesus Aguilar while running out a 
routine grounder in Game 4, prompting a public lambasting from Christian 

Yelich, and grab his crotch in front of taunting Brewers fans at Miller Park in 

https://theathletic.com/author/ken-rosenthal/
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Game 7. His antics continued in the World Series, in which he turned a 368-
foot shot off the wall into a single by failing to run hard, and stepped on the 

heel of the Red Sox’s Steve Pearce while running through first base. 

On Tuesday, we learned the cumulative effect of all of Machado’s offenses 

during the postseason, which included a 7-for-38 performance in his final nine 
games. Machado reached preliminary agreement with the Padres on a 10-year, 

$300 million contract, the biggest free-agent deal in North American sports 

history. 

Remember this moment the next time anyone suggests a player’s sub-par 

performance in October will cost him financially. Machado’s October was an 
invitation for teams to shun him, an October he could not have scripted worse. 

But the enduring lesson of professional sports is talent always prevails. And 

Machado, without question, is a brilliant, transcendent talent. 

The other day, at a spring training camp in Florida, two starting pitchers were 
sitting at their lockers, weighing Machado as a free agent against Bryce Harper, 

who in the coming days might sign an even bigger deal. To the pitchers, there 

was no question: Machado is better. Fewer holes as a hitter. Superior skills as a 
defender. An opponent who, frankly, they would prefer to see as little as 

possible. 

A rival general manager saw it as a closer call, viewing Machado as more 

consistent but Harper as capable of greater peaks, with their long-term 

production ultimately proving to be quite similar. The two will be compared 
throughout their respective contracts, a fascinating baseball yin and yang. For 

now, Machado can savor his triumph in free agency, knowing that his talent is 

respected and appreciated, and that he now can go about repairing his image. 

Truth be told, for all the attention it received, the “Johnny Hustle” interview 
haunted me, too. Once I assessed what Machado had said, I knew immediately 

his comments would offend many fans and baseball people. I asked the Fox 

producers to use as much of his answer as possible within our short feature 
because Machado had acknowledged he was wrong not to run hard and needed 

to eliminate his occasional lapses in effort. That night, even before the 

interview aired on FS1, I posted his entire answer in an article for The 

Athletic, wanting to provide the full context. 

I did not feel obligated to protect Machado – I had alerted him to the question, 
and once he gave his response with the cameras rolling, there was no turning 

https://theathletic.com/593083/2018/10/16/rosenthal-manny-machado-still-has-work-to-do-if-he-wants-to-keep-the-focus-on-his-performance/
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back. It would have been unprofessional for me to tell FS1, “Hey, let’s scrap 
that part. Manny didn’t really mean it.” But I also knew Machado might see it 

differently. He had consented to the interview because he trusted me. And then 

the whole thing backfired on him, forcing him to do damage control. 

Machado and I continued to talk throughout the postseason, but in those 
conversations I sensed a certain coolness. Later, after the World Series ended, I 

learned from people close to Machado that he was upset with me over the 

interview. I was not about to lecture him on journalistic responsibility, and will 
not the next time I see him. He’s 26 with his own view of the world – and yes, 

some might call it the pampered athlete’s view. But I always liked Machado, 

and I know many of his teammates have liked him, too. 

The problem, in the words of one rival manager, is that Machado does not yet 

know how to harness his frustration on the field. In our interview, he should 
have chosen his words more carefully. Still, players mature at different rates, 

and like many of us, often learn – the hard way – from their mistakes. Machado 

doesn’t always hustle; very few players do. But what matters most is that over 

the last four seasons, he has missed just 11 games. 

The postseason is behind him now. Manny got his money, and also regained 

control of his narrative. One unfortunate October should not define his entire 

career. 
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Winners and losers from Machado's 
$300 million deal with PadresBuster Olney sees Manny 

Machado's $300 million contract as a win for Bryce Harper's free agency. (1:10) 
10:21 AM PT 

ESPN.com 

 
It took 113 days of free agency to play out, but Manny Machado is headed to San Diego on the 
largest deal ever handed out to a free agent. What does the deal mean for baseball's new $300 
million man, the team that signed him and other interested parties (read: Harper, Bryce)? We asked 
ESPN baseball writers Eddie Matz, David Schoenfield, Bradford Doolittle and Sam Miller to break it 
down. 
Gut reaction: Do you like this deal for the Padres? 

Miller: Gut reaction, yes. The Padres probably won't be very good this year, but with the best 
current farm system in baseball they probably will be quite good in many of the next half-dozen 
years, and players like Manny Machado aren't just freely available to pick up when a team decides 
to flip the switch and compete. They just got an MVP candidate for the middle of the lineup and all it 
cost them was money. 
 
Schoenfield: Absolutely. Over the past four seasons, Machado has averaged 36 home runs, 159 
games and 5.8 WAR. They gave superstar money to a superstar player, as opposed to superstar-
type money to Eric Hosmer. Machado becomes the face of the franchise and by midseason will likely 
be teaming with rookie Fernando Tatis Jr. to give the Padres one of the best left sides of the infield 
in the majors. For a franchise that hasn't had a winning season since 2010 or made the playoffs 
since 2006, they finally are moving in the right direction. 
Matz: What's not to like? Manny immediately brings major sizzle to San Diego. 

Doolittle: Absolutely. This gives San Diego's entire rebuild a firm foundation. As big as the contract 
numbers are, it's fair value for what Machado is likely to do in the future and because of his age and 
the length of his track record, the risk is comparatively low for a deal this large. 

Who is the biggest winner of Machado joining the Padres? 

Miller: Cleveland. With the White Sox failing to sign Machado, Cleveland can now be pretty sure no 
other team in the division will win even 85 games this year. Terry Francona can start resting his 
players for the playoffs ... now. 

Schoenfield: Baseball writers. Something to write about besides "Where will Machado and Harper 
end up?" OK, the free-agent market is also the winner here, because for all the whining, Machado 
got the contract everyone expected at the start of free agency. 

Matz: Machado. Forget about the $300 mil -- he gets to live in San Diego! Close runner-up: Bryce 
Harper. If Machado is getting $300 million from the Friars, imagine the check that John "Stupid 
Money" Middleton is going to cut to seal the deal for Harper. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31097/manny-machado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/insider/story/_/id/25907443/keith-law-2019-ranking-all-30-mlb-farm-systems
http://www.espn.com/mlb/insider/story/_/id/25907443/keith-law-2019-ranking-all-30-mlb-farm-systems
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30993/eric-hosmer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30951/bryce-harper
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30951/bryce-harper
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Doolittle: Is it snarky to say that it's Rob Manfred? In that little verbal slap fight he had through the 
media with Tony Clark on Monday, isn't this pretty much what he said would happen? If the ship be 
sinking, how did a player get a contract like THIS? 

Who is the biggest loser of Machado joining the Padres? 

Miller: I don't really see a loser. The Padres got a good player, the player got a reasonable contract, 
and the other 29 teams all have plenty else to worry about. 

Schoenfield: The Phillies. Reports all along suggested Machado was the player they preferred over 
Harper. Now one of them is off the board and there's no guarantee Harper will sign there either. 

Five things to know about Machado's deal 
As Manny Machado's signing with the Padres sinks in, here are five facts about the deal that will blow your mind -- or, at the 
very least, impress your friends: 

1. Machado's $300 million deal is the largest for a free agent in American sports history, surpassing A-Rod's 10-year, $275 
million deal. 

2. By adding Machado at $300 million after signing Eric Hosmer for $144 million last winter, the Padres have spent more on two 
players than they did in their previous 25 offseasons combined. 

3. Machado was a free agent (113 days) longer than he was a Dodger (102 days). 

4. Machado was an All-Star starter in 2018. Who was the last Padres position player to start a Midsummer Classic? That would 
be Tony Gwynn in 1998. (Though we should note that Wil Myers got the hometown start at DH in 2016.) 

5. The Padres signed Machado on Feb. 19, 2019 -- one year to the day after they inked Hosmer. 
 

Matz: Fernando Tatis Jr. So what if Manny is way better at third base. If he wants to play shortstop, 
then Tatis -- the No. 2-ranked prospect in baseball -- might get bumped to the hot corner. 

Doolittle: Ian Kinsler, because now he'll be a utility guy? Sorry, but I'm not seeing many losers in 
this scenario. There are all the teams that might have wanted Machado (or should have), but the 
only one I'd term a real loser is the Phillies. But that's only the case if they don't end up with Harper. 
Now that Machado is headed to San Diego, who is the favorite to land Bryce Harper?  

Miller: Machado getting a normal deal reassures us that this is still a relatively normal market and 
probably rules out the possibility that some team was going to swoop in and get Harper for a short 
deal or an unthinkable bargain. So the most likely outcome is probably just the least surprising one: 
the Phillies. 

Schoenfield: Most people will say the Phillies. We'll see. 

Matz: Phillies. 

Doolittle: It's got to be the Phillies. I thought the White Sox might be able to top any Machado offer, 
but if it comes down to them outbidding Philly on Harper, I don't see Jerry Reinsdorf pulling the 
trigger. Philadelphia just has more reasons to extend itself. 

Manny got $300 million over 10 years. How much more do you think Harper will get? 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6197/ian-kinsler
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Miller: Ten and $330 million. 

Manny Machado signs with Padres 

Schoenfield: How desperate are the Phillies? That's what we don't know. I think Machado is the 
better player -- or at least the more consistent. Harper has the bigger upside based on his 2015 
season, but there are more risks involved, especially given his poor defense in 2018. But Scott Boras 
probably will find a way to extract a couple extra million more than Machado received. And then 
everyone can stop their whining. 

Matz: Harper gets $350 million over 10 years, simultaneously breaking Giancarlo Stanton's record 
for largest contract ever -- $325 million -- and Zack Greinke's mark for highest AAV, $34.4 million. 
Doolittle: I'll say 10 years, $330 million. It's "only" an extra $3 million per year than Machado got 
and it's $5 million more in total value than Stanton's deal. It seems like that's the kind of thing Boras 
and Harper would push for. 

  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30583/giancarlo-stanton
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/5883/zack-greinke
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Machado deal accelerates Padres' path 
back to the postseason) 
2:16 PM PT 

Keith LawESPN Senior Writer 

 
Via WAR, Manny Machado has been a six-win player in three of the past four years, missing when he 
had some terrible luck on balls in play in the first half of 2017 -- even though his batted-ball data 
remained consistent -- and he has reached 5.0 WAR in four of his five full, healthy seasons in the 
majors. He's an elite defensive third baseman who could slide over to shortstop if needed, although 
the San Diego Padres actually need him far more at third. And he has enough power to hit 25 to 30 
homers despite playing half his games at Petco Park. 
 
The Padres had the worst team on-base percentage in the majors last season at .297, with a .301 
OBP from their third basemen and a below-average weighted runs created plus (wRC+) of 94. 
Machado will be an immediate boost across the board to their offense, and the player he's actually 
replacing (probably rookie Ty France) wasn't likely to be worth more than about a win even in an 
optimistic scenario. They were looking at below-average defense at third in 2019, just as they got in 
2018, and maybe average offense this year. Machado is easily a five-win improvement and could be 
more. 

The Padres' window of contention likely starts next year, rather than right now, since their first 
wave of high-ceiling prospects -- Fernando Tatis Jr., Chris Paddack, Luis Uriasand Francisco Mejia -- 
likely will reach the majors to stay this season and form the core of a 90-win Padres roster in 2020 
and beyond. Machado's presence makes it easier to forecast that the team will get to that level. I 
don't think they were more than a 70- to 75-win team this year, depending in large part on how 
much and how well those rookies play for the big club, but I had already written in a few places that 
I thought they might contend in 2020 and very likely would by 2021. 
 
This deal bumps that schedule up a year, as by 2020 all four of those prospects would have at least 
half a season of major league experience. In 2018, the Padres had just three hitters qualify for the 
batting title and not one was a league-average hitter. Between internal options and now the 
addition of Machado, they should have above-average offensive production at six lineup spots for 
2020 -- and that's before thinking about how much better their defense will be with Machado, Tatis 
and Urias manning their infield. 

As a result of the deal, the Padres do have a top-20 prospect in their system who's now blocked, 
third baseman Hudson Potts. He's about two years away from the majors but would have significant 
trade value either now or -- if they wait -- in July if he goes off in Double-A. Potts has plus power and 
has made himself into a competent defender at third. He has performed well despite being young 
for every level at which he has played, since he was a 17-year-old senior when he was drafted in the 
first round, but is vulnerable to velocity inside and likely will be challenged more this year with a 
promotion to Double-A. I think he's a regular, a low-OBP slugger who can probably play average 
defense. 

With the modern emphasis on players who can produce while they're making little to nothing over 
the minimum, Potts could be one of the two lead prospects in a deal for a major starting pitcher. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/stats/_/id/31097/manny-machado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/35383/luis-urias
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33248/francisco-mejia
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That is still the team's biggest need as the Padres wait for their best pitching prospects, nearly all of 
whom spent 2018 in High-A or Low-A, to reach the majors. 

Always Late w/ Katie Nolan 

The National League West also just got a bit more competitive for 2019, which may not mean much 
for the Padres' odds of contending but does make life harder for the other teams in the division that 
might be hoping to compete for a wild-card spot, notably the Dodgers and Rockies. It's probably a 
marginal difference, but with playoff spots often decided by a single game, it's at least worth noting 
that the teams in the West now have a slightly tougher schedule than they did a few days ago. 

And finally, how nice is it to see a major league team spending money instead of telling us they don't 
have any? The Padres are hardly a large-market club -- I have to think they'd feel better about their 
payroll if they could dump Eric Hosmer's albatross of a contract -- yet they saw the value in adding a 
six-win player who filled a long-term need and whose most productive years should align with their 
next window of contention. Coming just 24 hours after the Cubs' owner made the disingenuous 
claim that his team had no more money -- not that the Cubs didn't want to spend it but that they 
actually didn't have it, as if they were at risk of missing payroll next Thursday or something -- this is 
news that all baseball fans should welcome. 

  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30993/eric-hosmer
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Why Manny Machado's record deal 
makes sensedown Manny Machado's 10-year contract with the Padres for $300 million. (0:47) 
11:36 AM PT 

Bradford DoolittleESPN Staff Writer 

 
One of the clown-sized shoes on the feet of the 2018-19 free-agent season has finally dropped: 
According to ESPN's Jeff Passan, Manny Machado has agreed to a 10-year, $300 million contract 
with the ... San Diego Padres? 
 

Believe it. And believe that it makes sense. 

Machado, 26, now owns the largest free-agent contract in the annals of American sports. It's a new 
mark that may not survive the week, as our attention now turns to the other one of Bozo's dangling 
kicks, Bryce Harper. With Machado's Dan Lozano-negotiated deal done, that gives Harper's agent, 
Scott Boras, an obvious final hurdle to clear in bringing his own talks to the finish line. There is no 
reason why both players should not be in a training camp by the end of the week. 
These numbers are staggering in a real-world sense but work fine in the skewed economics of 21st-
century professional sports. The $300 million target is kind of ironic, though, now that Machado has 
hit it. It's the number we've been bandying about for months, so you have to wonder, if a team was 
willing to meet that price, why on earth did it take so long? 

In any event, most of our pre-free-agency stabs at valuing Machado's future justify both the length 
and the dollars he now actually has coming his way. So it would be disingenuous to suggest that the 
Padres have overpaid. Projecting 10 years out is always dicey, but Machado can produce $300 
million in value in half that time. 

On the intangibles front, in San Diego, Machado has a chance to be huge, on the field and off it, as a 
face of the Padres' budding turnaround. First off, one hard slide at Dodger Stadium could embed 
him in the collective hearts of Friars fans forever. More than that, this is a franchise that badly needs 
a hero. 

To be sure, Machado is a lightning rod. He has done some dumb things on the field and is famously 
no Richie Ashburn when it comes to running out ground balls. But when you think about fan 
acceptance, Machado tends to inspire mass booing, but only in opposing ballparks, not his own. By 
all appearances, Machado has been well-liked by his teammates. If he produces and the Padres win, 
this will not be a public relations issue. 

Besides, last year's free-agent splash, Eric Hosmer, can be the soul of the rebuild, assuming his 
production rebounds. He's the firebrand go-getter that Machado does not seem to be. But Machado 
is the superstar, a free-agent unicorn whom San Diego is locking down early in his prime. His 
presence takes the heat off the Padres' brightest homegrown bulbs, like Luis Urias and Keith Law's 
No. 1 overall prospect, Fernando Tatis Jr. The addition of Machado might force some of these young 
guys to diversify their defensive profile, but that can be worked out. 
"Either [Machado or Harper], they are a generational talent," Hosmer said Monday. "They're guys 
who have done so well, at such a young age, and have so much more left in the tank." 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/stats/_/id/31097/manny-machado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/stats/_/id/30951/bryce-harper
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30993/eric-hosmer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/35383/luis-urias
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Machado's low-key demeanor is a good fit for the market. For one thing, he won't have to start 
talking in actual language, as opposed to the clichéd athlete-speak with which he is so comfortable. 
He doesn't have to climb any trees to rescue any kittens. All he has to do is mash and pay homage to 
Tony Gwynn and Ted Williams. Then he'll be the biggest deal in San Diego since Ron Burgundy. 

From a cold, analytical standpoint, barring injury, the risk the Padres are taking on is comparatively 
light for a contract of this scope. Again, this all begins with Machado's age and record of production, 
the biggest factors in all lengthy free-agent deals. Through baseball history, there have been just 
four shortstops/third basemen who have exceeded Machado's 33.8 WAR by the age of 25. The list: 

Machado is the only other one above 30 WAR. That quintet is composed of three Hall of Famers and 
Rodriguez, who isn't yet eligible but is of obvious Hall of Fame quality. Machado is also consistent, 
having posted batting lines better than league average in all six of his full seasons, three of them at 
least 30 percent better than average. He did this while playing often-elite defense, save for his half-
season at shortstop last season in Baltimore. 

Machado has averaged 5.4 WAR over those six full seasons as he eases into his prime. If healthy -- 
and Machado has averaged 159 games over the past four seasons -- he's a good bet to justify his 
deal. That's even before you take into account any extra revenue derived by the Padres for 
contending seasons, Machado merchandise sales and any boost he may contribute to at the ticket 
office. 

The competitive part of this is the key, of course. Historically, when the Padres have been at their 
apex on the field, they've drawn well, but the correlation hasn't been as strong since they moved 
into Petco Park in 2004. After the initial four years of a Petco honeymoon, the Padres have hovered 
around 11th or so in NL attendance. 

Driving that is the fact that the Pads have enjoyed just one winning season since 2008. We can't 
know for sure if a clear open window of contention will likewise open up the turnstiles, boosting 
the Padres from the 2.1 million fans they've tended to draw in recent years up to the 3 million mark 
they cracked the first year the park was open. The ticket sales in San Diego this week might give us 
an indication of what kind of hibernating fan base has been lying in wait in that market. Last year's 
number, after the Hosmer signing, was virtually identical to the 2016 number. 

The possibility of entering new attendance territory in the long run will ultimately hinge on the 
development of San Diego's prospects, perhaps the finest group in baseball. With Machado now 
anchoring this budding roster and bringing the entire rebuild into focus, the Padres have filled the 
toughest hole there is to fill -- the cornerstone piece. But Machado can't be the only brick in the 
foundation and, happily enough, the organization is well-positioned to complement him with cost-
controlled, high-ceiling talent. 

"This just shows where this organization is at," Hosmer said Monday before the deal was struck, 
"Where we're at, at the process right now, [is] trying to win baseball games. ... It's exciting; it's 
motivating. Just the talk of having [players like Machado] around here, you can feel the energy in 
camp." 

The payoff may not be immediate. The Padres stack up as a 79-80 win team even after adding 
Machado and could use some quality veteran innings for their rotation. The only middle-tier or 
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better starter remaining on the free-agent market is lefty Dallas Keuchel, who would fit on the field, 
but that puts San Diego into the area of "crazy spending." 
 
30 for 30 

While some might question the timing here, we can revert to the knowledge of just how scarce free 
agents at the level of Machado and Harper really are. If San Diego general manager A.J. Preller had 
taken a cautious approach to this offseason, it probably wouldn't have ruffled many feathers. It 
wouldn't have generated much enthusiasm either, but patience is always an easy excuse. However, 
when you survey the free-agency landscape through a multiyear prism, you don't see many 
comparable talents hitting the market so young. If you have the resources, you have to be in 
on all such players. There is no guarantee that such an impact player can be signed down the line. 
When opportunities like this knock, you have to answer the door. 

For a couple of days, at least, the Padres are the talk of baseball and the toast of Southern California. 
The blue-clad fans to the north side are grumbling after the Dodgers' winter of relative inactivity. 
This will all ebb when the season starts, as the Dodgers are sure to contend once again even without 
a splashy acquisition, while the Padres likely will not. But here in early spring training, the Padres 
have served notice that they will not cede the NL West to their hated rivals. That in itself has likely 
already earned Machado a warm place in San Diego's baseball heart. 

This month, down in Arizona, the Padres have stolen the spotlight. After the lights dim and the 
notebooks are closed, it will be time to get to work, for Machado and for all those young players 
trying to join him at Petco Park. From there, it's all up to Machado. The opportunity before him is 
immense. 

All it will take is work and effort. That's not too much to ask for $300 million, is it? 

Now, Mr. Harper, the next shoe to drop is yours. 

 
 
  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/stats/_/id/31815/dallas-keuchel
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Buster's Buzz: Why Machado signing is a 
test for Padres ownershipsees Manny Machado's $300 million contract 

as a win for Bryce Harper's free agency. (1:10) 
6:29 AM PT 

Buster OlneyESPN Senior Writer 

 
The home opener for the San Diego Padres should be an absolute blast on March 28. Bruce Bochy, 
the Padres' former longtime manager, will be in town with the Giants, and now that Bochy has 
announced that he will retire at year's end, he's likely to get a nice ovation when he's introduced 
before the game. 
But the loudest cheers of the afternoon at Petco Park, of course, will be raised when Manny 
Machado, the third baseman wearing No. 13, is introduced. This is how the theoretical 10-year plan 
will play out on the field for the Padres, who have chosen Machado to be the anchor for their 
forthcoming wave of prospects, at the cost of about $30 million annually. 
That's when the real test for the Padres' ownership will begin, the test of financial endurance, a 
challenge that none of the previous San Diego owners have survived. Perhaps Peter Seidler and Ron 
Fowler, the leaders of the Padres' current ownership group, will be the first. 

Ray Kroc, the businessman who popularized McDonald's, bought the franchise in the '70s, and it's 
easy to forget now, but there was a time when the Padres were among the more aggressive teams in 
free agency. The Padres signed the likes of Graig Nettles and Goose Gossage, and Kroc was so overt 
in his push for players that he was fined by commissioner Bowie Kuhn. But Kroc's wife, Joan, did not 
have his passion for baseball, and after Kroc died in 1984, the Padres' initial era of big spending 
went away. 

The team was bought by a group led by TV mogul Tom Werner, who is now part of the Red Sox 
ownership. The Padres already had Tony Gwynn at the top of their lineup, and they added Gary 
Sheffield to Fred McGriff and Tony Fernandez, to create a dynamic lineup. But it also became very 
expensive very quickly, and Werner's minority owners weren't interested in feeding a big payroll -- 
and forced what became known in San Diego as the Fire Sale. All of the experienced players on the 
team other than Gwynn and Andy Benes were sold off, and Werner sold the team to John Moores. 

Under Moores and Larry Lucchino, the club immediately got more aggressive, executing a massive 
12-player trade with Houston that brought Ken Caminiti and Steve Finley, among others, and with 
the injection of cash into their payroll, the team became a contender, eventually reaching the World 
Series in 1998. The surge helped the Padres achieve public support for the construction of Petco 
Park. 

Then the payroll was slashed, again. Expensive players like Kevin Brown went away. By 2001, the 
Padres' budget ranked 26th among 30 teams. In the Padres' all-in 2014-2015, Seidler and Fowler 
pushed the payroll from $85 million to $110 million, from 25th highest to 28th, and when that 
didn't work, they went into a couple of years of rebuilding or tanking or whatever you want to call 
it. 

The Padres' payroll is on the rise again, but this time like never before, with the signings the past 
three winters of Wil Myers, Eric Hosmer and Machado. Starting in the 2020 season, those three 
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players alone will make about $75 million annually, or more than the Padres' entire payroll just six 
years ago. Now that San Diego is making a push, more support around Machado and Hosmer and 
Myers will be needed. In fact, they could really use some veteran pitching right now, if their 
intention is to contend immediately. Dallas Keuchel and Gio Gonzalez would be good fits. The trio of 
Machado, Myers and Hosmer is mostly surrounded by young and cheap players as of today, but as 
the Cubs and Astros can attest, that dynamic changes quickly. 
If the Padres win -- and that's the plan, of course -- their payroll could be pushing to $200 million or 
higher. The true assessment of Seidler and Fowler will begin in earnest in a few years. 

The Padres have a long history of owners who turned out to be sprinters, and this is a franchise and 
a fan base that could use a marathoner. 
Typically, this kind of investment by a team with a small or midlevel budget does not work out. The 
Rockies' signing of free agent Mike Hampton and then Todd Helton to an extension in 2001 greatly 
hampered the team-building for years to come. In 1999, the Tampa Bay Devil Rays doled out what 
was then the biggest contract to any free agent when they signed slugger Greg Vaughn, and that 
turned out very badly. The Orioles grabbed Albert Belle for five years and $65 million, and he spent 
three of those five seasons on the disabled list. 
 
In 2001, the Texas Rangers signed Alex Rodriguez to a record $252 million contract; within three 
years, the Rangers had to dump Rodriguez for the sake of financial and competitive viability, while 
eating about 35 percent of the deal. And there was the Marlins' $325 million signing of Giancarlo 
Stanton, which seemed doomed from the outset -- and within a couple of years, the Marlins had to 
unload Stanton right after he won the Most Valuable Player award. 
Machado will be under pressure to perform in San Diego, undoubtedly. But the grander experiment 
in this case will be with ownership, rather than the player. 

 
  

https://legacy.baseballprospectus.com/compensation/cots/nl-west/san-diego-padres/
https://legacy.baseballprospectus.com/compensation/cots/nl-west/san-diego-padres/
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31815/dallas-keuchel
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28962/gio-gonzalez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/stats/_/id/2836/mike-hampton
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/stats/_/id/3709/todd-helton
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/tex/texas-rangers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/stats/_/id/3115/alex-rodriguez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30583/giancarlo-stanton
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30583/giancarlo-stanton


  

 56 

Possible ripple effects of Machado's deal 
for Bryce and baseballsees Manny Machado's $300 million contract as a win for 

Bryce Harper's free agency. (1:10) 
3:58 AM PT 

David SchoenfieldESPN Senior Writer 

 
In the end, after weeks of consternation and grumbling and one prominent player suggesting the 
free-agent freeze could lead to a midseason player strike, Manny Machado received a contract 
commensurate with predictions at the start of the offseason: 10 years and $300 million. 
That the deal is with the San Diego Padres feels only like a mild surprise at this point, given the 
various reports and rumors the past three-plus months. While it's not the record contract that agent 
Dan Lozano might have desired -- Giancarlo Stanton signed a 13-year, $325 million extension with 
the Marlins after the 2014 season -- it is the largest free-agent contract in the history of American 
sports. 
Can Bryce Harper beat it? 
 
With Machado off the big dartboard of free agency, Harper now holds the cards. Teams that wanted 
Machado or Harper now have just one option. Reports suggested that Lozano and Scott Boras were 
in a bit of a staring contest, waiting for the other player to sign first and thus potentially pushing the 
jilted teams -- we mean you, Philadelphia Phillies -- to a more desperate, higher bid. 
Of course, one of the teams willing to pay $300 million is now off the board as well -- it would seem 
inconceivable that one team would spend $600 million on two free agents in one offseason -- so at 
the minimum, Harper has one fewer team bidding for his services than Machado did. 

But it only takes one. 

Let's look at the potential ripple effects of the Machado agreement: 

Phillies' desperation increases: The offseason began with Phillies managing partner John 
Middleton saying, "We're going into this expecting to spend money. And maybe even be a little bit 
stupid about it." They remain the one team publicly connected to Machado and Harper throughout 
the winter, although it's not clear whether they've made a formal offer to Harper. Various reports 
also have suggested that the Phillies preferred Machado over Harper, viewing third base as a bigger 
hole over outfield, especially after signing free agent Andrew McCutchen to a three-year deal. 
At Spectrum Field in Clearwater, Florida, Phillies GM Matt Klentak told reporters upon hearing of 
the Machado deal, "If the reports are true, then this contract will exceed our valuation, and 
sometimes you have to be willing to walk away. We made our bid, put our best foot forward and he 
ended up signing with the Padres." 

So what is their valuation of Harper? 

What we also don't know: Does Harper even want to play in Philadelphia? Leaving one successful 
NL East team where he has spent his entire career and has a comfort level for another NL East team 
that has been less successful (although on the upswing) would be a curious move, especially if the 
Nationals are still interested in bringing him back (and offering similar money). But the Nationals 
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have spent a lot of money already this offseason, including Patrick Corbin's $140 million contract, 
and they project to have one of the best outfields in the game even without Harper. 
Are the Giants serious about Harper? They're an aging team that had the worst offense in the 
majors in 2018. Chasing down the Dodgers over the next half-decade already looks like a daunting 
task for new president of baseball operations Farhan Zaidi. Now he also has to deal with an up-and-
coming Padres team that has Machado and the top-rated farm system in the majors. (And not to 
dismiss the Rockies, coming off two straight wild-card berths.) 

Of note: Zaidi was part of the Dodgers' front-office regime that never gave out a $100 million 
contract to a free agent under Andrew Friedman. Does Zaidi agree with that line of thinking? Will 
the need for a power hitter in the outfield -- especially a 26-year-old in his prime -- overrule 
everything? The Giants are a big-market team that has drawn 3 million fans nine seasons in a row, 
but attendance did drop last year to its lowest total since 2009 in a second straight losing season. 
Bay Area fans might need a shiny, new toy to entice them to keep coming to newly renamed Oracle 
Park. 

Again, however: Does Harper want to play in San Francisco and maybe the toughest home run park 
in the majors for a left-handed batter? 

The Yankees really aren't getting either of these guys:  It's not impossible to see a fit for Harper -
- he, Aaron Judge and Stanton could have a timeshare in the corner outfield and DH spots -- but 
Brian Cashman has declined to entertain questions about the Yankees' pursuit of the two players 
with specific answers, saying the other day, "I would reinforce I'm doing my job. Whether that's 
those two or others." Hmm. 
Padres' down-the-road vision trumps the White Sox's: Well, maybe it was just a matter of cold, 
hard cash, but the White Sox, like the Padres, had to sell Machado on the future more than the 
present. If that was a factor, Machado chose the team with a slightly better current roster and the 
much deeper farm system. On the other hand, he also chose the team in the tougher division. 

Would the White Sox be in play for Harper? Most speculate that they can't envision Jerry Reinsdorf 
going $300 million-plus for Harper. But he does have Machado's brother-in-law Yonder Alonso on 
the team. 
Does all this amuse the Dodgers at all? The Dodgers sit out the Machado/Harper sweepstakes 
while the Padres, two hours to the south, snag one of the big stars. Hey, at least it makes the NL 
West a lot more interesting. 

Will Harper top Machado's deal or Stanton's record? I'm not convinced this is certain to happen, 
especially after reading Klentak's remarks on Machado. While Machado comes attached with some 
character issues, Harper's on-field performance has been more inconsistent. He didn't have a great 
2018, hitting .249/.393/.496 with terrible defense that dragged down his WAR to just 1.3. Harper 
could have made this whole process a lot easier with a better season. You know the analytics 
departments have been crunching the numbers to project how Harper will perform not just over 10 
years, but even in the immediate future. 

Harper has power and a good eye at the plate. One concern about his future is that he had a career-
worst 31.4 swing-and-miss rate (compared to 26.8 percent in 2017 and 23.1 percent in 2016). 
Maybe he was pressing. He did have a much better second half, hitting .300/.434/.538 and cutting 
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his miss rate to 28.6 percent. Bottom line: If the Phillies weren't willing to go $300 million on 
Machado, are they willing to go $300 million on Harper? And if they're not, which team will? 

Does this mean all the kvetching over the free-agent signing slowdown will subside?Probably 
not. At Red Sox camp, when informed of Machado's deal, AL MVP Mookie Betts said, "There's still a 
lot more guys out there, so it's kind of hard to say. One of the best closers in the game is still out 
there [referring to Craig Kimbrel], a young guy who is one of the best in the game, too [referring to 
Harper], so it's kind of tough to say if it's good, but I guess it's a step in the right direction."  
 
What does this deal mean for Betts, Nolan Arenado or Mike Trout? Arenado, a free agent after 
2019, is discussing a long-term extension with the Rockies. 
"I don't think [Machado] has too much of an effect on me. I'm not sure," Arenado said at Rockies 
camp. "I just know that I'm happy he signed. I think it's really good for baseball, a well-deserved 
contract. We need these guys signed and we need these guys playing ball." 

Betts and Trout are free agents after 2020. Betts was likewise demure on how Machado's contract 
could affect his future. 

"I mean, I think we're different players, so obviously it's going to be a different time," Betts said. "I 
don't want to speak on anybody else's free agency. I've just got to worry about my own." 

At the beginning of the offseason, wild speculation was that Harper and Machado could receive 
$400 million contracts. That was never going to happen, with Harper coming off a shaky season and 
Machado's perceived character flaws. Arenado probably won't get there either, since he'll be 
entering his free agency at age 28 compared to 26 for Machado and Harper. 

Betts and Trout, however? Stay tuned, my friends. We might get that $400 million deal in two years. 
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Manny Machado, San Diego Padres reach 
10-year, $300 million deal 
down Manny Machado's 10-year contract with the Padres for $300 million. (0:47) 

6:47 AM PT 

ESPN News Services 

 
Manny Machado has agreed to the biggest free-agent contract in American sports history -- a 10-
year, $300 million deal with the San Diego Padres, league sources told ESPN's Jeff Passan on 
Tuesday. 
Machado, a four-time All-Star and two-time Gold Glove Award winner at third base, made $16 
million between the Los Angeles Dodgers and Baltimore Orioleslast season. 
The deal with the Padres, which is pending a physical, includes an opt-out after the fifth season and 
a limited no-trade clause, league sources told ESPN. It is expected to be officially announced 
Thursday or Friday. 

Padres owners Ron Fowler and Peter Seidler wouldn't confirm the deal and said discussions are 
"continuing." 

"Ron and I, we love the city of San Diego. We love sports in San Diego. We're also well aware of the 
history," Seidler said. "There's never been a championship. ... We as an organization, we want to 
completely change that. We want our franchise to win year after year after year. And we're going to 
do whatever we can rationally do to make that happen." 

General manager A.J. Preller also wouldn't comment on the deal but spoke Tuesday about the 
Padres' approach to building a ballclub. 

"If the right guys are out there -- guys we feel fit in a long-term plan -- we want to build it year-to-
year, basically. As we get going, add the right piece at the right time," Preller said. "You can wait for 
some of the young talent we built up and look at three, four years, then try to hope the right guys 
are out there at that time, but I think we figured as a group if pieces that fit  for us both in the short 
term, long term are out there, that's how you build a club. 

"I think we understand now the key is to turn what we feel like we built from a system standpoint 
and turn that into a winning product on the big league field. It's not about looking up at a group and 
saying we have an elite farm system." 

Machado, 26, posted a career-high .905 OPS in 2018, finishing the season with a .297/.367/.538 
slash line, 37 home runs, 107 RBIs and 14 stolen bases. In 66 regular-season games with the 
Dodgers, he hit .273 with 13 homers and 42 RBIs. 

Padres players were ecstatic Tuesday, even though the signing was not yet official.  

"You see me smiling right here,'' said first baseman Eric Hosmer, who exactly a year ago finalized a 
$144 million, eight-year deal with San Diego. "We've all been practicing today, obviously. We've all 
kind of heard what's been going on, and all we can say is he's a guy we'd love to have, and I think it 
changes things pretty quickly if we do have him here. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31097/manny-machado
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"He's one of the top guys in the league,'' Hosmer added. "Obviously, extremely young free agent 
that's got a lot of amazing baseball left in him, and he's already had a lot of amazing baseball in his 
career. We're all just glad he'll hopefully be here with us in San Diego.'' 

The Padres, who have missed the playoffs in 12 consecutive seasons, ranked 28th in the majors last 
season after averaging 3.8 runs per game. 

Machado has hit 30 home runs in each of the past four seasons; only Wil Myers(2017) has 
surpassed that mark for the Padres in that span. Only six times in Padres history has a player hit 
more home runs in a season than Machado did in 2018. The last to do so was Adrian Gonzalez (40) 
in 2009. 
Myers was the last Padres player to start an All-Star Game in 2016, serving in the designated hitter 
role. The Padres' last position player to start an All-Star Game was Tony Gwynn in 1998. 

"It's exciting to be able to add a star, somebody like that in the middle of the lineup," Myers said 
Tuesday. "I think it lengthens the lineup for us, makes everyone around us better. ... Anytime you 
can add a player of that caliber to your team, you do it." 

Taking It To The Bank 
Manny Machado has signed the second-largest total value contract in MLB history, behind Giancarlo Stanton's $325 million 
extension with the Marlins in the 2014-15 offseason. 

 VALUE TEAM YRS. SIGNED AS 

Giancarlo Stanton $325M Marlins 13 Extension 

Manny Machado $300M Padres 10 Free agent 

Alex Rodriguez $275M Yankees 10 Free agent 

Alex Rodriguez $252M Rangers 10 Free agent 

Miguel Cabrera $248M Tigers 8 Extension<< 

>>Had two years remaining on previous deal; total of 10 years for $292 million 

The Padres have spent $474 million in free agency the past two seasons -- tops in the majors. San 
Diego had spent a combined $309 million in free agency in the previous 25 seasons, which ranked 
27th in the majors. 

ESPN's Keith Law ranked the Padres' farm system as the best in baseballentering this season. 
Machado's signing immediately registered with oddsmakers, as the Padres' chances to win the 
World Series improved from 80-1 to 50-1 at the Westgate Las Vegas SuperBook on Tuesday. In 
addition, their season win total at the SuperBook jumped from 76.5 to 78.5, and their chances to 
win the National League West title improved from 30-1 to 12-1. 

The Philadelphia Phillies, Chicago White Sox and New York Yankees had been considered in the 
running to sign Machado. 
 

White Sox executive vice president Kenny Williams told reporters on Tuesday that he was shocked 
that Machado chose the Padres. 
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"I'm wearing my shades, so you can't see the shock in my eyes," Williams told reporters at White 
Sox spring training in Glendale, Arizona. "Very surprised. There are a few other words you could 
put on that, but still in a little bit of disbelief. ... I honestly believe we had the best offer on the table."  

The White Sox's final offer to Machado was for eight years and $250 million, sources said. It 
included a pair of club options based on plate appearances that could have brought the value of the 
package to $320 million. 

Had Machado stayed healthy throughout the deal, the likelihood is Chicago's offer would've been 
worth around $340 million. Machado instead opted for the guaranteed money from San Diego. 

Machado spent most of this past season at shortstop, his preferred position, and produced the 
third-worst Defensive Runs Saved total (minus-13) among the 22 players with enough innings to 
qualify at that spot. He played better at the position upon joining the Dodgers, who gave up five 
minor leaguers to acquire him from the Orioles on July 18, but his 15-week stint in L.A. was 
tumultuous. 

The former No. 3 overall pick drew criticism for loafing up the first-base line, then fanned the 
flames when he told Fox Sports during the postseason that hustling is "not my cup of tea." 

"He got booed in Baltimore three weeks before we traded for him," the Dodgers' Andrew Friedman 
said at the general managers meetings on Nov. 6. "It's not like it was a secret. ... I think there are  
other times where guys do it, and they really do care. And by care, I mean the effort they put into 
their work, the type of teammate they are, and Manny checks all those boxes." 

Machado had several big moments with the Dodgers, some while the team was fighting for a sixth 
consecutive division title in September and a few more during a victorious National League 
Championship Series. But he hit just .182 in the World Series, and he made the final out as 
the Boston Red Sox won the championship. 
"There's not that many guys that get to free agency at that superstar level that are 26 years old," 
Dodgers ace Clayton Kershaw said Tuesday. "Ten years seems fair, for sure, and getting that $30 
[million per] year is great. 
 

"Can't say I'm happy for him. I guess he's with the Padres now. But it's good to maybe get the 
market going a little bit, for sure. I think [the Padres] took advantage of Manny being out there for 
so long, got in the mix. Kudos to them." 

Machado was limited to 82 games in 2014, but he has played at least 156 games in each of the past 
four seasons. He has hit at least 30 home runs and 30 doubles in each of those four seasons, making 
him one of just two players, along with Colorado's Nolan Arenado, to reach both of those marks 
every season since 2015. 
 
He has compiled 29 FanGraphs wins above replacement since his first full season in the majors in 
2013, tied with Joey Votto for sixth among position players since then. Only Mike Trout, Josh 
Donaldson, Paul Goldschmidt, Mookie Betts and Jose Altuve have a higher WAR in that six-year 
stretch. 
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Machado's 175 career home runs are 12 more than that of the Padres' all-time franchise leader, 
Nate Colbert, who hit 163 -- the lowest total for any active franchise. 
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Today in Peoria: 2/19 
First full squad workouts, Kinsler takes his cuts, 

Tatis Jr. dazzles in drills 

FriarWireFollow 

Feb 19 

By Justin Lafferty 

There was a buzz around Peoria Sports Complex today, as full squad workouts started and 
players began to get into their spring routines. 

Pitchers & catchers have been in camp since Feb. 13, when a few other position players also 
reported. 

Kirby Yates, Eric Lauer, Logan Allen, Cal Quantrill and Gerardo Reyesthrew side 
sessions this morning. In addition to receiving the side sessions, catchers got some defensive 
drills in. 

Brett Kennedy, Nick Margevicius and T.J. Weir threw live BP on field 1, with Carlos 
Torres, Phil Maton and Tyler Higgins on field 2. Kennedy and Maton have pitched in San 
Diego. Margevicius started 22 games between Class-A Fort Wayne and Class-A Advanced Lake 
Elsinore last year. Weir began the season in AA-San Antonio before appearing in 27 games as a 
reliever in AAA-El Paso. Torres is a 9-year MLB veteran who has pitched for the White Sox, 
Rockies, Mets, Brewers and Nationals. Higgins fanned 38 batters in 35 innings last year for 
Seattle’s AAA-Tacoma. 

Fernando Tatis Jr., the organization’s top prospect, has been in camp since day one. He 
showed off some moves during infield practice today. 

Hitters got some time in the cage early this afternoon, with the most star-studded infield quartet 
featuring Eric Hosmer, Ian Kinsler, Luis Urías and Tatis Jr. Kinsler joined the Padres in 
December, fresh off a World Series-winning year with the Red Sox. 

Manager Andy Green talked about the importance of the first speech to the team, setting a 
competitive tone for the rest of camp. 
  

https://padres.mlblogs.com/@friarwire
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Andy’s Address, 2/19 
Andy Addresses first day of the full camp, 

speeches and expectations 

FriarWireFollow 

Feb 19 

By Bill Center 

Tuesday was officially the first day of full-squad workouts at the Padres’ spring training complex 
in Peoria, Ariz. 

“Everybody is fired up and ready to go,” said Padres manager Andy Green. “You’ve got 70 
lockers in there and 70 players. This is the first time we’ve seen every locker taken. There’s a lot of 
young talent in the room. 

“We’re excited about the young talent. And we’ve got some key veterans that we really, really like 
having in that clubhouse. And they’re really excited about it as well. We like the mix and we’re 
ready to go on the field and start competing.” 

The first day of a full squad also means a manager’s first address to his team. Green said he is 
downplaying the importance of his first speech to this year’s team. 

“You take that responsibility very seriously,” said Green. “It’s a real sacred opportunity to get to  
address Major League Baseball players as your players in your clubhouse. I love it. I also 
understand it is the true value in the long run. 

“I couldn’t even tell you what I said the first couple of years or even last year. When you first start 
managing, you feel this is the biggest day, the first chance to address your team. It doesn’t matter 
what is said on Feb. 19. It matters what the culture looks like on June 15 and in the middle of 
August and in the middle of September. 

“I didn’t give the speech that is radically going to change their life today. But we do believe in 
setting the tone for some cultural things that are important to us sand some stuff that we do fell 
we’ve learned over the last couple of years. 

“At the top of the list for us is to create some expectation that we’re ready to win as a club. We’re 
going to do everything with the intent to win every single baseball game that we play this year and 
the expectation that we’re going to do something special. 

https://padres.mlblogs.com/@friarwire
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“You have to have that bar if you ever want to do anything above people’s expectations . . . your 
expectations have to be above theirs. So, I don’t really care what the rest of the world says about 
us and thinks about us . . . tells us what our time line is. 

“It’s those guys in the clubhouse, the coaching staff, the front office . . . what we believe about 
ourselves. That’s ultimately all that is truly important.” 

Green hasn’t announced who will be pitching in Saturday’s spring training opener. 

“We’re still waiting to see how pitchers come through the next two days,” said Green. “After the 
20th, I’ll probably have a clearer indication. Every single day you wind up with something small 
or minor that is a setback and you don’t know when those things are coming. So it doesn’t do any 
good for us to announce before they throw on the mound this last time.” 

Reliever Kazuhisa Makita tweaked a muscle above his hip in his glute area Monday. 

“He’s held out of activity today as a precaution,” said Green. “Hopefully, it’s not a very long thing. 
Maki kind of felt it before he went out there and as he threw he felt it even more. He soldiered on 
and finished up his outing and he’s been getting treatment since. He’ll be out today. That’s not 
very long.” 

“Obviously, Alex Dickerson is still working back from what he’s been through. We have a few 
guys on limited progressions but they’re all in team drills outside those couple of guys.”  
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50 Moments: Caminiti Named 1996 
NL MVP 
Padres third baseman had an amazing year — both 

with the glove and the bat 

 

FriarWireFollow 

Feb 19 

By Bill Center 

To some, what we learned later about Ken Caminiti diminished the accomplishments of his 
incredible 1996 season. 

But at the time, the switch-hitting third baseman was inarguably the best player in the National 
League and the driving force behind the Padres’ late-season run to their second National League 
West title. 

Caminiti’s 1996 season climaxed on Nov. 13, 1996, when he was named the unanimous winner of 
the National League Most Valuable Player Award — becoming only the fourth player to garner 
every vote. 

Caminiti had an amazing 1996 with the glove as well as the bat, with some of his deeds becoming 
the stuff of legends: 

— Throwing from a sitting position in foul territory to throw out a runner at first 

— Homering from both sides of the plate in the same game four times in the same season to set a 
Major League record 

— Homering twice on Aug. 18 in Monterrey, Mexico, after receiving two liters of liquid on a 
gurney, then downing a Snickers candy bar just before the first pitch while fighting food 
poisoning and dehydration 

— Leading the National League in batting (.360), home runs (28) and RBIs (81) after the All-Star 
break and winning National League Player of the Month honors for both August and September 

https://padres.mlblogs.com/@friarwire
https://padres.mlblogs.com/50-moments-padres-make-history-in-1996-mexico-series-eada7d58d6b0
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— Playing 146 games despite a series of injuries, including suffering a torn rotator cuff in his non-
throwing shoulder in May that required immediate post-season surgery to repair 

Caminiti finished the season with a .326 average and single-season Padres record in home runs 
(40) and RBIs (130)  — the RBI record still stands. 

In addition, Caminiti had a .408 on-base percentage in 1996 with a .621 slugging percentage for a 
1.028 OPS. The slugging percentage and OPS remain the highest single-season marks in Padres 
history while the on-base percentage ranks as the ninth-best mark in franchise history. 

He also won a Silver Slugger Award, a second straight Gold Glove and was a member of the 
National League All-Star Team  — in addition to being the only Padre ever to be named the 
National League MVP. 

“What Cammy did for this club was more than just numbers,” Padres’ general manager Kevin 
Towers said when was announced the league’s MVP. “He was a real presence, leading by 
example and playing through more than just aches and pains. 

“There were points in the season when he literally carried the club.” 

Caminiti, who was 33 during the 1996 season, later admitted that he used steroids during his 
career. He passed away on Oct. 10, 2004, at the age of 41. 

In four full seasons with the Padres, Caminiti hit .295 with 121 homers and 396 RBIs. He had 
a .384 on-base percentage, a .540 slugging percentage and a .924. Again, the slugging percentage 
and OPS are the highest career marks in Padres’ history while the on-base percentage ranks 
fourth. 

__________________________________________________________________
_ 

Top 50 moments (in chronological order): 

1. National League votes to expand into Montreal and San Diego (May 27, 1968) 

2. Padres stocked with players in National League expansion draft (Oct. 14, 1968) 

3. Padres win their Major League debut (April 8, 1969) 

4. Clay Kirby removed from a no-hitter (July 21, 1970) 

5. Nate Colbert’s five-homer, 13-RBI doubleheader in Atlanta (Aug. 1, 1972) 

6. 1973, the year San Diego nearly lost the Padres 
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7. Ray Kroc buys the Padres (Jan. 25, 1974) 

8. Ray Kroc grabs the microphone during his first home game as the Padres owner (April 9, 
1974) 

9. Randy Jones National League Cy Young Award (1976) 

10. Shortstop Ozzie Smith’s greatest defensive play in Padres’ history (April 20, 1978)  

11. Padres host the 1978 All-Star Game (July 11, 1978) 

12. Gaylord Perry wins 1978 National League Cy Young Award 

13. The “re-hatching” of the San Diego Chicken (June 29, 1979)  

14. 1984 Padres-Braves brawl in Atlanta (Aug. 12, 1984) 

15. More than 12,000 fans greet Padres as they return home from two losses in Chicago in 1984 
National League Championship Series (Oct. 3, 1984) 

16. Steve Garvey’s series-tying, walk-off homer in Game 4 of the 1984 National League 
Championship Series 

17. Padres win their first National League title (Oct. 7, 1984) 

18. Benito Santiago’s 34-game hitting streak to finish a strong finish to N.L. Rookie of the Year 
season (1987) 

19. LHP Mark Davis wins the 1989 National League Cy Young Award 

20. Roseanne Barr butchers The National Anthem (July 25, 1990) 

21. Padres host the 1992 All-Star Game (July 14, 1992) 

22. The fire sale (1992–1993) 

23. Tony Gwynn’s .394 during the strike-shortened 1994 season 

24. John Moores buys the Padres (Dec. 21, 1994) 

25. Ken Caminiti’s “Snickers Game” caps historic Padres-Mets series in Mexico (Aug. 16–18, 
1996) 

26. Padres win 1996 National League West title on Chris Gwynn’s two-run, 11th-inning, pinch-
hit double in season finale at Dodger Stadium (Sept. 29, 1996) 

27. Third baseman Ken Caminiti is the unanimous pick for the National League Most Valuable 
Player (Nov. 13, 1996) 
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Top 50 Individual Seasons 
№27 — Left-handed closer Mark Davis won the 

National League Cy Young Award in 1989 

FriarWireFollow 

Feb 19 

By Bill Center 

Trevor Hoffman twice finished second in the voting for the National League Cy Young Award. 

But only one closer is among the four Padres who have been honored as the National League’s 
top pitcher for a single season. 

That would be left-hander Mark Davis, who won the National League Cy Young Award in 1989. 
I rank Davis’ award-winning campaign as the 27th-best single-season individual performance in 
Padres’ history. 

Davis out-pointed a talented field in the 1989 Cy Young Award race by getting 19 of the 24 first-
place votes. Houston 20-game winner Mike Scott finished second followed by Hall of 
Famer Greg Maddux and the Dodgers’ Orel Hershiser. 

Also, Davis finished sixth in the National League’s voting for the Most Valuable Player and was 
the National League’s Reliever of the Year. 

Davis was only the fourth closer ever to win a Cy Young Award and the last until the 
Dodgers’ Eric Gagne won the National League Cy Young Award in 2003. 

Davis appeared in 70 games with the Padres in 1989 as a 28-year-old. 

He had a 4–3 record with a National League-leading 44 saves in 48 chances. He had a 1.85 
earned run average a 1.05 WHIP, a .200 opponents’ batting average and a .270 opponents’ on-
base percentage. 

Working behind a rotation led by Bruce Hurst and Ed Whitson, Davis pitched 92 2/3 innings, 
allowing 21 runs (19 earned) on 66 hits and 31 walks with 92 strikeouts  — for an average of 8.9 
strikeouts per nine innings and a 2.97-to-1 strikeout to walk ratio. 

https://padres.mlblogs.com/@friarwire
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Davis was particularly tough at San Diego’s Jack Murphy Stadium, where he had a 1.17 ERA, 
a .177 opponents’ batting average and a 0.978 WHIP with 9.4 strikeouts per nine innings. 

He also finished the season strong. He was 1–0 with 12 saves in 12 chances in September. He 
allowed two runs on 13 hits and five walks with 20 strikeouts in 21 innings over 16 appearances. 
None of the 19 hitters he inherited scored. 

Davis’ 44 saves not only led the National League, the number stood as the Padres’ single-season 
record until Hoffman’s 53-save season in 1998. 

The Padres went 89–73 in 1989. At the time, that was the franchise’s second-highest win total (to 
the 92 wins during the 1984 National League championship). But they finished three games out 
of first in the National League West, before the Wild Card rule. 

Mark Davis came to the Padres along with right-handed pitchers Mark Grantand Keith 
Comstock and third baseman Chris Brown from the San Francisco Giants on July 15, 1987, in 
a trade for left-handed pitchers Dave Draveckyand Craig Lefferts and slugger Kevin 
Mitchell. 

Davis became the Padres closer during the 1988 season and had 28 saves. 

Davis departed the Padres to sign as a free agent with Kansas City shortly after winning the Cy 
Young Award and never duplicated his time with the Padres. He registered only 11 more saves in 
his career and four of those came when he returned to the Padres in 1993. 

Davis made a total of 230 appearances over five seasons with the Padres. He had 78 saves in 91 
opportunities with a 2.75 ERA and a 1.260 WHIP. He was released by the Padres the following 
season, at the age of 33. 

__________________________________________________________________
_ 

Top 50 Individual Seasons: 

27. LHP Mark Davis (1989) 

28. C Benito Santiago (1987) 

29. RHP Andy Ashby (1998) 

30. 1B Ryan Klesko (2002) 
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31. RF Tony Gwynn (1989) 

32. 1B Fred McGriff (1992) 

33. RHP Jake Peavy (2005) 

34. LHP Bruce Hurst (1989) 

35. RHP Trevor Hoffman (2006) 

36. 1B-C Gene Tenace (1979) 

37. CF Kevin McReynolds (1984) 

38. LHP Dave Roberts (1971) 

39. RHP Clay Kirby (1972) 

40. 1B Adrian Gonzalez (2010) 

41. 1B Phil Nevin (2004) 

42. RF Tony Gwynn (1995) 

43. RF Dave Winfield (1978) 

44. 2B Alan Wiggins (1984) 

45. RHP Andy Hawkins (1985) 

46. INF-OF Bip Roberts (1990) 

47. RHP Heath Bell (2010) 

48. RHP Trevor Hoffman (1999) 

49. RF Brian Giles (2005) 

50. 2B Mark Loretta (2003) 
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What Does Manny Machado's $300M 
Deal Mean for the San Diego Padres? 
How Manny Machado, a $300 million man, changes the entire Padres 
franchise 

By Derek Togerson 

On Feb. 18, 2019, the San Diego Padres were considered one of the 

thriftiest franchises in Major League Baseball. One day later, the 

franchise spent money in a manner not even the mighty New York 

Yankees have ever spent. 

10 years, $300 million for Manny Machado. It’s the richest contract in 

major North American sports history and it comes from ... the Padres??? 

And it happens in the same week the ownership of the Cubs, one of the 

most wealthy franchises in Baseball, came out and said it was out of 

money??? I don’t know what kind of Bizarro World we just walked in to 

but I like it. 

I’m sure a few folks are wondering why this is a big deal. Here’s why it’s a 

big deal: 

Manny Machado is a 26-year-old who’s won Gold Glove awards for his 

defense and Silver Slugger awards for his offense. The guy is a highlight 

reel waiting to happen. He’s in scoring position when he steps into the 

batter’s box so every one of his at-bats is Must See TV. This is a guy who 

will help shed the “boring baseball” label that’s been slapped on the 

Padres (and rightfully so) over the last decade-plus.  

Oh, and they’ll win a lot more, too. By making this move the Padres have 

redefined themselves in a few different ways.  

One: San Diego cannot claim to be a “small market” team anymore.  

https://www.nbcsandiego.com/results/?keywords=%22Derek+Togerson%22&byline=y&sort=date
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Manny-Machado-Agrees-To-Deal-With-San-Diego-Padres-506047821.html
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Manny-Machado-Agrees-To-Deal-With-San-Diego-Padres-506047821.html
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In the last four years, the Padres have set new franchise records for 

player contracts. James Shields got $75 million before Wil Myers got $83 

million before Eric Hosmer got $144 million ... and now Machado. Ron 

Fowler and Peter Seidler said they wanted to win. They reduced the 

team’s debt from previous ownership regimes and now they’re doing what 

Padres fans have begged for years by re-investing it in the on-field 

product. 

Two: San Diego is serious about winning now and for the next 

decade.  

This is a franchise that has not had a Hall of Fame-caliber position player 

in his prime since Tony Gwynn. Now it has Machado, a 26-year-old that is 

showing every indication that he’s destined for Cooperstown. He 

immediately makes this club better and, more importantly, a whole lot 

more fun to watch. The Padres have been to the playoffs five times in 49 

years and earned a reputation as a club that isn’t all that concerned with 

winning baseball. By making this kind of financial commitment to this type 

of talent the current owners have erased that narrative.  

Three: They’re not just relying on the farm.  

We’ve all heard about the stable of top prospects the Padres have 

assembled. With their (until now) quiet off-season the perception was they 

were waiting for the kids to blossom before trying to seriously contend. 

But even teams like the Royals and Cubs and Astros, teams that 

executed a successful rebuild by manufacturing a top-ranked system, had 

to go out and add someone else. Kansas City traded for Johnny Cueto. 

Chicago signed Jon Lester. Houston swung a deal for Justin Verlander. 

All of them needed that last piece to win a title. The Padres may have 

simply gone out and gotten it earlier in the process.  

Now, this does not mean they’re going to the World Series in 2019. They 

still have, at best, a young and unproven starting pitching rotation. Most of 
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their top prospects are pitchers expected to mature in the next couple of 

years.  

Plus, by probably midseason, the San Diego infield will have Machado 

and Fernando Tatis Jr., the #2 prospect in all of baseball. Good luck trying 

to sneak ground balls through those two guys.   

The bottom line here is the Padres are finally a team that is willing to play 

with the best in baseball. What a great 50th-anniversary gift. 
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Free Agent Manny Machado Agrees to 
Historic Deal With San Diego Padres: 
Reports 
Manny Machado's deal is the biggest free agent contract in baseball 
history, overtaking the 10-year, $275 million deal that Alex Rodriguez 
signed with the Yankees after the 2007 season 

By Todd Strain 

Published Feb 19, 2019 at 9:51 AM | Updated 3 hours ago 

Manny Machado, one of the top free agents available on the Major 

League Baseball market, has agreed on the terms of a deal with the San 

Diego Padres, according to ESPN and The Associated Press. 

The contract is believed to be for 10 years and $300 million. 

Padres executive chairman Ron Fowler told Dennis Lin of The Athletic 

Tuesday morning, "We do not have a deal, we are continuing 

discussions." 

This is believed to be mostly semantics as they negotiate the final details 

of a contract that will likely be a game-changer for the Friars franchise. 
 

Machado, a four-time All-Star and two-time Gold Glove Award winner at 

third base, made $16 million between the Los Angeles 

Dodgers and Baltimore Orioleslast season. 

The 26-year-old slugger posted a career-high .905 OPS in 2018, finishing 

the season with a .297/.367/.538 slash line, 37 home runs, 107 RBIs and 

14 stolen bases. In 66 regular-season games with the Dodgers, Machado 

hit .273 with 13 homers and 42 RBIs. 

https://www.nbcsandiego.com/results/?keywords=%22Todd+Strain%22&byline=y&sort=date
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31097/manny-machado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/lad/los-angeles-dodgers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/lad/los-angeles-dodgers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/bal/baltimore-orioles
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Machado spent most of this past season at shortstop, his preferred 

position, but is expected to play 3rd base for the Padres. San Diego has 

hot shot shortstop prospect Fernando Tatis Junior in the pipeline. Tatis is 

expected to be the Padres shortstop of the future and could make his big 

league debut this season. 

Machado's deal is the biggest free agent contract in baseball history, 

overtaking the 10-year, $275 million deal that Alex Rodriguez signed with 

the Yankees after the 2007 season. 

Along with Bryce Harper, Machado was one of the most coveted free 

agents this off-season.  

Machado is an 8-year MLB veteran, who played most of his first seven 

seasons with the Baltimore Orioles. 

Padres legend Randy Jones visited NBC 7 Tuesday and offered his 

thoughts on the Machado development and what it could mean for the 

Friars. 

“I’m just really, really excited about the whole concept,” Jones told NBC 7. 

“I just know that Padres ownership, they’re trying to create a winner here 

in San Diego. I think now, they kind of realize, it is real. These guys are 

serious; they want to create a winner here.” 

“They think that key component – we needed an infielder – and you can’t 

get better than Manny Machado,” Jones added. “I’m really excited about 

the opportunity to see the left side of the infield now. I just can only 

imagine the buzz in Spring Training right now with the other players. This 

really sends a signal to Major League Baseball and other players that 

they’re serious, and we’re going to win.” 
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Manny Machado Is Worth The Money For 

A San Diego Padres Team Ready To Be 

Relevant Again 
Anthony WitradoContributor 

The San Diego Padres are all in. 

They signaled their seriousness in 2017, and again in 2018. But their 2019 foray is not a signal—it’s a 

straight-up announcement that their intentions to contend in the near future are real. 

Their reported agreement with Manny Machado, one of the most coveted free agents of the modern era, 

on a 10-year, $300 million contract is the Padres’ statement. The deal—whose reported terms would make 

it the largest free-agent contract in franchise and North American sports history—surprised many, 

disappointed some and could make San Diego a baseball player destination. 

For what it’s worth, the Padres have denied that a deal is in place, but that’s likely semantics. Plus, their 

actions over the last couple of winters are a tell that the Machado deal is really happening. 

The Padres signed outfielder Wil Meyers to a six-year extension worth $83 million in January 2017. They 

followed that by signing free-agent first baseman Eric Hosmer to a stunning eight-year, $144 million deal 

last February. And now, Machado appears to be on board as the team’s main pillar, and the kind of star 

who could make the Padres attractive to other free agents now and in the near future—and the city sells 

itself, as we know. 

All the while, the organization has been putting together the best farm system in the game. Baseball 
America, MLB.com and Fangraphs all rank San Diego's as the best system in baseball, and the benefits 

of that development could start to show themselves within the next few seasons, with Machado still 

expected to be in his prime as the team's third baseman. 

“If money is no object—and all these teams can afford a contract like this, so it’s not—then this is a really 

nice deal,” one National League scout said Tuesday. “They may need another quality veteran in there, but 

their young guys are the real deal. And by the time they all get [to San Diego], Machado is still a  

productive player on both sides.” 

Fernando Tatis Jr. leads the top farm system in baseball. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File) 

That young talent is already coming. Second baseman Luis Urias and catcher Francisco Mejia debuted 

last year, and both are in the top 30 of Baseball America’s top-100 list. Top prospect Fernando Tatis Jr., 

the second-best prospect in all of baseball by some accounts, is expected to take over at shortstop this 

season, giving the team a dynamic infield that can play as well defensively as any other in the majors. 

They are covered on the pitching side, too. Baseball America notes, “It’s hard to find many weaknesses 

in a system loaded in pitching at nearly all levels, that has an elite shortstop prospect … as well as a 

smattering of talented hitters at nearly all levels of the minors.” 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/anthonywitrado/
https://twitter.com/Ken_Rosenthal/status/1097916658482593793
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-baseball-america-padres-farm-system-20180808-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-baseball-america-padres-farm-system-20180808-story.html
https://www.mlb.com/news/top-10-farm-systems-ranking-by-mlb-pipeline/c-267360666
https://blogs.fangraphs.com/post-2018-farm-system-rankings/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/rankings/2018-mlb-organizational-talent-rankings/
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So the next question is: When can the Padres actually contend for a playoff spot? 

It’s unlikely this year, but if their pitching develops—that will be helped by their ballpark and defense—it 

could happen as soon as 2020. They still have a stacked Los Angeles Dodgers team at the top of the NL 

West and a legitimate contender in the Colorado Rockies to deal with. But San Diego’s window is just 

starting to crack open, so there’s time, especially given Machado’s age, which is why the length and the 

cost of his deal are worth it. 

There’s a catch, of course. As has become the norm for deals like Machado’s , he has an opt-out. This one 

comes after the fifth season, when Machado will be 31. If he is productive, or if the Padres don’t turn into 

the contender they have the potential to become, Machado could bounce back into the open market. 

However, given his age at that time and the current trends in free agency, exercising that opt-out seems 

unlikely right now. 

The other concern is Machado’s attitude and hustle, which he put on display last postseason by not 

running out grounders and making his now-infamous “Johnny Hustle” comments. The Padres will want 

Machado to lead by example. Maybe he will; maybe he won’t. But this also points to the need for another 

productive veteran in the lineup, someone who can be that leader Machado might not be. 

Regardless, this deal makes sense for the Padres because Machado still has plenty of production in his bat 

and his glove—his value increases as a third baseman. With what the franchise has budding, this deal 

makes the Padres relevant sooner rather than later, and if the prospects meet their potential within the next 

four years, they can legitimately become a contender. 

  

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/dodgers-manny-machado-addresses-hustle-criticism-says-being-johnny-hustle-isnt-his-cup-of-tea/
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Where Manny Machado's Deal with the Padres 
Ranks Among the Largest MLB Contracts In History 

By TRISTAN JUNG   

February 19, 2019 

Manny Machado's 10-year, $300 million deal with the Padres is set to become the largest free 

agent deal in MLB history.  

The top ten most lucrative MLB contracts currently features just one other deal over $300 million. 

Machado's deal will slot in second in terms of total value, behind Giancarlo Stanton's 13 -year, 

$325 million deal. 

Here is a list of the ten most valuable MLB contracts, unadjusted for inflation:  

TOP TEN MOST VALUABLE MLB FREE AGENT CONTRACTS 

1. Giancarlo Stanton (Miami Marlins/New York Yankees) - $325 million, 13 years  

Stanton originally signed his extension with the Marlins, but was traded to the Yankees before the 

2018 season. Since the move was largely a salary dump, the Yankees will pay the rest of the 

contract.   

2. Manny Machado (San Diego Padres) - $300 million, 10 years  

Machado's contract is reported to have an opt-out after year five. It is the largest contract in 

Padres history and the largest free agent deal in American sports history.   

3. Alex Rodriguez (New York Yankees) - $275 million, 10 years  

Rodriguez's contract with the Yankees set a new record when he signed in 2007, although he did 

lose a good chunk of it after his 2014 suspension in the Biogenesis scandal.   

4. Alex Rodriguez (Texas Rangers/New York Yankees) - $252 million, 10 years  

Rodriguez's first megadeal with the Texas Rangers was an ill-fated marriage. Rodriguez was 

traded to the Yankees three years into the deal.   

5. Miguel Cabrera (Detroit Tigers) - $248 million, 8 years  

Cabrera signed his extension in 2014, but this contract did not start kicking in until 2016 and runs 

through the 2023 season.  

6. Albert Pujols (Los Angeles Angels) - $240 million, 10 years  

The Angels signed the Cardinals' slugger in 2012. While the Angels have gotten to celebrate 

Pujols' career milestones, they haven't recieved much of the production they've wa nted from him. 

Pujols' contract was the same as Robinson Canó's, but Pujols has made another $3 million in 

incentives since the deal was signed.  

7. Robinson Canó (Seattle Mariners/New York Mets) - $240 million, 10 years  

https://www.si.com/author/tristan-jung
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Canó's deal with the Mariners was signed in 2014 and takes him through the 2023 season. Like 

many of these big contracts, the Mariners have already moved on after trading him to the Mets 

this offseason. 

8. Joey Votto (Cincinnati Reds) - $225 million, 10 years  

Votto's deal runs through 2024 and has a $7 million buyout in the final year.   

9. David Price  (Boston Red Sox) - $217 million, 7 years  

Price has struggled at times with inconsistency and injury with the Red Sox since he signed this 

deal in 2016. The contract is set to run through 2022.  

10. Clayton Kershaw (Los Angeles Dodgers) - $215 million, 7 years  

Kershaw signed this extension before 2014 and won the NL MVP that year. Kershaw opted out of 

this deal in 2018 and signed a new, 3-year $93 million deal.  

Machado also joins a list of select players making $30 million or more per year: Zack Greinke, 

David Price, Clayton Kershaw, Miguel Cabrera and Max Scherzer.   
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Manny Machado Is Headed to the Padres, an 
Unexpected Destination With a Promising Future 

 

 JON TAYLER   

 

It took all winter, but Manny Machado finally got his money—just not from the team we 

expected. Instead of signing up with a World Series contender like the Cubs, Dodgers or Yankees, 

the 26-year-old shortstop will join the San Diego Padres—yes, those Padres. The team of 96 

losses in 2018 and one of baseball’s more irrelevant franchises over the last decade has reportedly 

given one of the game’s elite talents  a 10-year, $300 million contract to settle out west . 

It’s a surprising end to a deflated stint in free agency for a four -time All-Star entering his age-27 

season. Expected to be one of the most popular free agents in recent history, Machado lingered on 

the market as some two-dozen teams turned their nose up at him like they’d just caught a whiff of 

old cheese. Machado’s suitors were a bare lot: Beyond the Padres, the White Sox and Phillies 

were reportedly in the hunt (and that trio was also leading the way in the still unresolved Bryce 

Harper sweepstakes), with the Yankees lurking though unlikely. For weeks, the saga dragged as 

Machado looked for a mega-deal and was met with silence and indifference. Perhaps a bigger 

shock than San Diego being the last team standing is that, in the end, Machado was able to score 

$300 million—the biggest free-agent contract ever handed out in the history of professional 

sports—despite the relative paucity of interest. 

So what will the Padres receive in exchange for enough money to buy a fleet of F -16 fighter jets? 

An anchor on the left side of their infield, a new face of the franchise, a leader for a group of 

exciting prospects, and true thunder in the middle of the lineup. Not yet 27, Machado is among 

the elite of the elite offensively. Last season, split between the Orioles and Dodgers, he hit a cool 

.297/.367/.538 with 37 home runs, a 146 OPS+ and 5.7 bWAR. To that, you add his terrific glove 

at two of the toughest positions on the diamond—third base and shortstop—and you have a true 

difference-maker on both sides of the ball.  

What’s more, Machado turbo-charges a Padres rebuild that’s struggled ever since general 

manager A.J. Preller tried to create an instant contender in 2015 with ill -fated trades for Matt 

Kemp, Justin Upton and Craig Kimbrel. San Diego has lost 91 or more games every year for the 

last three; the last time the franchise even saw an above -.500 finish was 2010. But Preller and his 

front office have amassed a deep collection of young talent during the lean years. The jewel is top 

prospect Fernando Tatis Jr. (a shortstop and third baseman who will play on one side of Machado 

yet to be determined) who is joined by Luis Urias, MacKenzie Gore, Logan Allen, Adrian 

Morejon and several more names you can find littering the latest top 100 lists of Baseball 

Prospectus and Baseball America. 

With that youthful wave ready to break upon San Diego’s shores,  it was time for the Padres to 
make a move to supplement that young talent . After all, what’s the point of the financial 

flexibility of all those pre-arbitration contracts otherwise? With payroll space aplenty—even with 

Eric Hosmer’s cumbersome $144 million deal—there were no logistical issues with bringing 

Machado into the fold. The Padres are nowhere near the luxury tax threshold and have no major 

long-term deals on the books besides Hosmer’s. This was the perfect opportunity to add a player 

like Machado for mere cash and push things to the next level.  
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Will it make a difference for 2019? Probably not. Machado, good as he is, is only one man, and 

the Padres around him are still incomplete. Raw talent abounds in the lineup, but it needs 

seasoning, and the pitching staff is Triple A-caliber. The division, features Machado’s old team in 

Los Angeles and the feisty Rockies, and the wild-card race will be a battle between half-a-dozen 

teams all probably better than San Diego. Contention this season is probably a dream too big.  

But that was never the point—or at least, it shouldn’t be. Neither Machado nor Harper would 

make the Padres a 2019 World Series contender. It’s all about building that bridge to the future, 

and Machado represents the strongest and best plank. He makes the team better now and going 

forward, and he’s young enough that he’ll still be in his prime as San Diego’s prospect class 

graduates to the majors. It’s a simple formula: Bad teams get better by a dding good players, and 

getting better is supposed to be the whole point of this silly game.  

It all works out for Machado, too. He gets his money, his long-term guarantee (plus an opt-out in 

the fifth year, if Preller’s latest plan goes off the rails), and  the freedom to play out his days in 

sunny, pressure-free San Diego, far from the maddening crush of media all too eager to brand the 

man not known as Johnny Hustle as a malingerer of the highest order.  

It’s still somewhat confounding, though, that this is  the end result of the Machado hype that’s 

been built up for years leading up to his free agency. We all expected that, come the 2018 

offseason, he’d be bombarded with offers from the game’s richest and best franchises. Instead, 

some time this week, he’ll be holding up the (admittedly great) brown-and-mustard-yellow jersey 

of the Padres as cameras flash, followed by questions on what it means to join a franchise that’s 

managed just 14 winning seasons out of its 50 on this earth. This likely isn’t what Macha do 

envisioned when free agency beckoned—our latest proof yet of how wacky the game’s economic 

situation has become. 

Reminiscent of the Rangers adding Alex Rodriguez nearly two decades ago, signing Machado is a 

bid for immediate legitimacy on the part of the Padres. (Amusingly enough, small -market San 

Diego has now handed out the offseason’s biggest free -agent deal two winters in a row.) But it 

also represents the beginning of a titanic task for Machado and the Padres both: making San 

Diego something not just worth watching, but also truly capable of competing with all those 

teams who passed on signing Machado. Their foolish and bizarre stinginess ended up the Padres’ 

gain. 
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Manny Machado's 10-Year Contract 
With the Padres Proves Free Agency 
Isn't Broken After All 
Manny Machado just proved that free agency isn't broken and that the waiting game is simply the 
new normal. 
By TOM VERDUCCI  

February 19, 2019 

SURPRISE, ARIZ. — Let’s discuss the “free agent is broken” narrative and the “one-
third of the teams are tanking” canard. Just one day after players association chief Tony 
Clark wickedly called out teams for not trying to justify the cost of a ticket, a low -
revenue team without a winning team in six years under its current ownership just spent 
$300 million on a guy called out as a dirty player and who projects as Ryan 
Zimmerman with a better glove. 

By signing Manny Machado, the San Diego Padres have invested $527 million in 
Wil Myers, Eric Hosmer and Machado, the last two of which have been signed in 
February. 

Free agency isn’t broken. It’s been recalibrated. The speed of the game has made older 
players less valuable than they have been in a generation. Ten years ago players 25 and 
under and players 33 and older started virtually the same number of games.  Now the 
younger guys start more than twice as many games as the older guys . A huge 
part of the appeal of Machado, 26, is that the Padres are buying his best years.  

The other recalibration has come in the timing of the baseball calendar. Later is the new 
normal. It reduces emotion and an auction atmosphere from huge investments and 
complicated terms. Because teams didn’t rush to wine and dine Bryce Harper and 
Machado, media and players jumped on the “free agency is broken” theory, as if 
writing their movie reviews before the flick was even finished. Now you’ll probably see 
Harper sign for even more than $300 million with the Phillies, another team without a 
winning record over the past six years.  

Machado, for all the complaints about being unsigned for so long, did really well for 
someone who revealed himself in postseason play with his reckless play and lack of 
hustle. Here’s what the signing means for the Padres: a big expenditure like this makes 
perfect sense for San Diego based on where it is on the winn ing curve. But the risk is 
choosing Machado to be your franchise player. 

San Diego has what may be the most loaded farm system in baseball and, other than 
with Myers and Hosmer, almost no other money committed long term. “I think it’s a 
good fit,” said one baseball executive. “The quality of the player and the timing with 
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respect to their prospects makes a lot more sense than the Hosmer and Myers 
decisions.” 

As I wrote previously in San Diego’s pursuit of Harper,  the Padres are desperate for 
relevancy. The franchise has not had a position player start the All -Star Game since 
the late Tony Gwynn in 1998, they have had no player get even one Cy Young or MVP 
vote in the past six years, they have not had anybody hit 32 home runs in nine years, 
and they lost almost half their local television viewership in the past three years. 
(Padres executive chairman Ron Fowler has 20% ownership of the team’s local carrier.) 
They now have a face to the franchise.  

San Diego should not be a surprise as his destination. Of the seven largest free agent 
contracts to players who switched teams, five have been handed out by losing teams. 
Harper is likely to make it six out of eight.  

Machado, 26, has age on his side and is a proven producer with a fantastic glove at 
third base. Through his age 25 season, Machado (.282/.335/.487) looks a lot like 
Zimmerman at the same age (.288/.355/.484). The Padres are buying consistency from 
Machado. What they are not getting are assurances that this is the guy you want to 
influence Luis Urias, Francisco Mejia, Austin Hedges, Fernando Tatis Jr., and the rest 
of the young Padres knocking on the door.  

During Machado’s reckless, controversial play in the postseason last year, one rival 
manager speculated the on-field lapses would cost Machado years on his new contract. 
“When you sign someone at those dollars he becomes your franchise player, and that’s 
not the type of leadership you want,” said the manager. As  it turned out, the episodes 
cost Machado nothing. 

Said one executive, “The best player as the best example is the goal. He won’t be the 
best example.” 

Said one source on the Dodgers, his former team, “The players liked him enough. The 
problem with Manny is that he is easily influenced. He can go in different directions. 
He’s not the guy you want to be the influencer.” 

It was only last October that Machado ran recklessly into first baseman Jesus Aguilar, 
didn’t hustle, and even took ownership of not hustling. Four months later he signs the 
biggest contract in free agent history and does so with a team that hasn’t won a playoff 
game in 13 years. Baseball is beautiful, even when it takes four months, not four weeks, 
for such enrichment. 
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White Sox, Executive VP Kenny 
Williams Shocked By Manny 
Machado Decision 
By MICHAEL SHAPIRO   
February 19, 2019 

White Sox executive vice president Kenny Williams said he was "in a little bit of 
disbelief" regarding Manny Machado's decision to sign with the Padres on Tuesday. 
Chicago was among the main suitors for Machado prior to Tuesday's decision.  

"If the offer that I'm seeing, or the acceptance of the offer I'm seeing is true, actually 
our offer had the opportunity for Manny to surpass that," Williams told reporters at the 
White Sox's Spring Training facility in Glendale, AZ. "But in the end we went after the 
guy, obviously we didn't get him, and we're disappointed."  

Williams learned of Machado's decision from a tweet before he recieved a call from 
White Sox general manager Rich Hahn, who had spoken with Machado's 
agent, according to Scott Merkin of MLB.com. 

White Sox general manager also met with reporters and said that the White Sox felt that 
their respective offer was superior to what was ultimately accepted in some 
ways, according to James Fegan of The Athletic. Chicago's offer was for eight-years 
and $250 million, with incentives and vesting options available that could take the deal 
"well north" of $300 million, per The Athletic's Ken Rosenthal.  

Machado cashed in with a 10-year, $300 million deal on Tuesday, which is the largest 
free agent contract in MLB history. He belted 37 homers and drove in 107 RBI with a 
.297 batting average in 2018. Machado was traded from the Orioles to the 
Dodgers on July 18. 

The White Sox have not reached the postseason since 2008. They finished fourth in the 
AL Central for the fifth-straight year in 2018, going 62–100. Chicago had not lost 100 
games since 1970 prior to last season.   
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Money talks: Padres' big offer brings Manny Machado to San Diego 
Bob Nightengale, USA TODAYPublished 2:05 p.m. ET Feb. 19, 2019 | Updated 4:49 p.m. ET Feb. 19, 2019 

What I'm Hearing: MLB insider Bob Nightengale discusses how the Padres were able to land Manny Machado and how it 

impacts the market for Byrce Harper. USA TODAY 

PEORIA, Ariz. — It may not have been Manny Machado’s first choice, but money talks, and on 

Tuesday morning the free-agent infielder agreed to a 10-year, $300 million contract with the San 

Diego Padres that will be finalized once he passes his physical, a person with direct knowledge of 

the contract told USA TODAY Sports. 

The person spoke on the condition of anonymity because the deal had not yet been made official. 

The news caught the Chicago White Sox and Philadelphia Phillies by surprise. They also were 

involved in the bidding, particularly the White Sox, who offered a seven-year deal with options. 

White Sox first baseman Yonder Alonso, Machado’s brother-in-law, and close friend Jon Jay knew 

Tuesday that Machado was on the verge of making his decision, but did not know which way he was 

headed at the time. 

MORE MANNY: Why the Padres are a great fit for Machado 

The White Sox had the high offer on the table for months with a seven-year contract worth less than 

$200 million, but the Padres stepped in when they realized he was within their price range. Still, the 

White Sox thought they would be able to get a deal done. 

"This morning, I honestly believed that we had the best offer on the table," White Sox president Ken 

Williams said Tuesday after news broke. 

White Sox general manager Rick Hahn added that he "felt like we made a very compelling offer" to 

the free agent. 

The Yankees, who were Machado’s first preference, never had substantial talks with Dan Lozano, 

Machado’s agent since November, and were only willing to offer a lucrative one-year contract. 

“He’s an unbelievable player," said Jay, who has known Machado since he was 18. “He’s the type of 

player you want in your camp right now. There are a lot of kids that want a Bryce Harper jersey or a 

Manny Machado jersey or Dallas Keuchel. 

“Manny has had to deal with stuff since he was 15 years old, and he has handled every transition 

seamlessly, so I expect the same thing right now.’’ 

And for Alonso, well, Machado won’t be a teammate, but he has a spare room in his rental home for 

him and his wife, Yainee. 
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“I think I answered questions about him three or four times a day since I got here,’’ said Alonso, who 

was traded to the White Sox on Dec. 15. “I tried to answer all of the questions. But I wasn’t here to 

share my thoughts or really what this side of my family is thinking.’’ 
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Why the Padres are a great fit for Manny Machado 
Jesse Yomtov, USA TODAYPublished 1:01 p.m. ET Feb. 19, 2019 | Updated 4:48 p.m. ET Feb. 19, 2019 

What I'm Hearing: MLB insider Bob Nightengale discusses how the Padres were able to land Manny Machado and how it 

impacts the market for Byrce Harper. USA TODAY 

Manny Machado's drawn-out free agency tour is coming to an end. 

The All-Star infielder has agreed to a monumental 10-year, $300 million deal with the San Diego 

Padres, the single biggest free agent contract in baseball history, a person with knowledge of the 

situation told USA TODAY Sports. 

The person spoke on the condition of anonymity because the deal had not yet been announced. 

Machado has averaged 36 home runs and 96 RBI over the past four seasons and the two-time Gold 

Glover is expected to return to third base with San Diego after playing shortstop in 2018. 

San Diego may not have been the most obvious landing spot for Machado when the winter began, 

but all in all, it’s a good deal for everyone involved as the Padres look to get back to the postseason 

for the first time since 2006. 

Here’s a look at what Machado is getting himself into: 

Why the Padres? 

Well, obviously, they flashed the cash. Machado agreed to a 10-year, $300 million deal -- the largest 

free agent contract ever.  

Aside from the financial incentives, Machado finds himself in a pretty favorable situation in San 

Diego. The Padres have had one of the top farm systems in the game for a few years now (10 

players in MLB.com’s top 100 prospects for 2019) and all that talent is starting to graduate to the 

majors. 

Are the Padres going to be good? 

Probably not this year, but the Machado signing certainly accelerates the timetable. Adding 

Machado in free agency will also make it more palatable for the Padres to part with some of those 

prospects in trades for proven commodities moving forward. Expect to see some major signs of 

progress in 2019 and don’t be surprised if the Padres are a trendy pick to make some noise in 2020. 
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How does Machado fit with the Padres? 

San Diego had a glaring hole at third base and Machado should fill that void for years to come. 

Machado at the hot corner would keep shortstop open for top prospect Fernando Tatis Jr. at some 

point in the near future, and Tatis' promotion will presumably move Luis Urias to second base. 

What does the Padres' lineup look like with Machado? 

There's competition in the outfield with Travis Jankowski and Manny Margot also fighting for playing 

time and Francisco Mejia will get his share behind the plate, but San Diego's lineup could look like 

this: 

1.Ian Kinsler, 2B 

2.Eric Hosmer, 1B 

3.Manny Machado, 3B 

4.Wil Myers, LF 

5.Hunter Renfroe, RF 

6.Frenchy Cordero, CF 

7.Luis Urias, SS 

8.Austin Hedges, C 

Bottom line: Is this a good move for Machado? 

Yes. While his numbers will probably decline a little in Petco Park, Machado won’t face the kind of 

scrutiny in San Diego that he might have elsewhere and the foundation is there for long-term 

success with the Padres. 
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Manny Machado agrees to mega-deal with San Diego 
Padres 

 
Tim Brown 
Yahoo SportsFeb 19, 2019, 10:38 AM  
   

More than three months after declaring for free agency, shortstop Manny Machado has agreed to a 
10-year, $300-million contract with the San Diego Padres, sources told Yahoo Sports. Machado can 
opt-out of the deal after the fifth year. 

A long-time Baltimore Oriole and short-term Los Angeles Dodger, Machado, 26, was, with outfielder 
Bryce Harper, the most attractive free agent on the market. 

The Padres were a somewhat late and surprise entrant into the bidding for Machado, even as they 
struck for a high-profile free agent for the second consecutive February. A year ago this month, after 

waiting out a similarly slow market, they signed first baseman Eric Hosmer to an eight-year, $144-
million deal. Hosmer suffered through a down year, the Padres lost 96 games and it appeared they 
were more likely to finish their rebuild via their well-stocked farm system. 

Perhaps in response to the lean market and perhaps growing impatient with their plan, the Padres 
— owner Ron Fowler and general manager A.J. Preller — met with Harper and Machado in past 
weeks, and most recently with Machado’s agent, Dan Lozano, on Monday night in a restaurant near 
Phoenix. 

 

Machado deal likely wrapped Monday evening near Pads' camp at Arrowhead Grill, where 
agent Dan Lozano dined with Padres GM AJ Preller and assistant GM Josh Stein. 

The contract, MLB’s largest free-agent deal ever, drives the Padres’ payroll past $100 million for the 
second time in franchise history. Even with Machado, it would not appear the Padres are equipped 
to challenge the Los Angeles Dodgers and Colorado Rockies in the top-heavy NL West. 

Machado likely is destined to play third base for the Padres, whose top prospect, Fernando Tatis Jr., 
is a shortstop. In the short term, Luis Urias, 21, had been penciled in at shortstop. And the club had 
signed veteran second baseman Ian Kinsler to a two-year contract. Most regard Urias as a better 
second baseman than shortstop, and all consider Tatis to be the club’s long-term shortstop, which 
places Machado at third. 
 
Manny Machado has agreed to $300 million deal with San Diego Padres. (Getty) 
More 

The week before Christmas, Machado visited the Chicago White Sox, New York 
Yankeesand Philadelphia Phillies. Presumed to be Machado’s favorite given similar contract terms, 
the Yankees will be without shortstop Didi Gregorius, who is recovering from Tommy John surgery, 
for at least half of the 2019 season. They subsequently signed veteran Troy Tulowitzki, who seeks 
a return from various injuries. The Phillies appeared most likely to bid with urgency, given owner 
John Middleton’s revelation the club could “be a little [financially] stupid” in its attempt to finish its 
rebuild. Operating on the periphery, the White Sox appeared less likely to compete with the Phillies 

or Yankees in contract size or scope and are further away from fielding a contender. The Padres 
lingered on the periphery, even amid rumors they’d made the highest bid for Machado . 

The Dodgers acquired the highly skilled Machado from the moribund Orioles for five minor leaguers 
in mid-July. Playing for a team other than the Orioles for the first time in his professional career, in a 
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pennant race, and in a ballpark that traditionally skews better for pitchers than hitters, Machado was 
not the force he had been with the Orioles. Where he’d been a borderline MVP candidate in the 
American League, he was not as productive with the Dodgers, though by the end of the season he’d 
posted a .297 batting average, 37 home runs and 107 RBI across 162 games, 147 of them at 
shortstop. 

In a turbulent postseason marked by fits of dispirited and/or reckless play, he batted .227 with an on-
base percentage of .278. He hit three home runs and had 12 RBI, ending the World Series on one 
knee, having been struck out by Boston Red Sox left-hander Chris Sale. He failed to run hard to first 
base several times in October, once potentially costing him a double. He kicked the foot of 
Milwaukee Brewers first baseman Jesus Aguilar, seemingly on purpose, in the NLCS. Questions to 
him about the apparent lack of hustle or dangerous play generally were met with indifference. 
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Now that Manny Machado got $300M, Bryce Harper and the Phillies are on 

the clock 
Mike Oz 
Yahoo SportsFeb 19, 2019, 2:55 PM 
And then there was one. 

Bryce Harper, the second baseball star seeking a $300 million contract this offseason, saw Manny 
Machado get his money Tuesday and is now awaiting a ridiculous payday of his own. 

Machado got $300 million over 10 years, enough to leave your mouth agape, enough to set a new 

free-agent record in baseball, enough to provide for generations of his family and the exact number 
both Harper and Machado were said to be chasing this offseason. 

It’ll be a record until it isn’t anymore — which could be tomorrow or next week. Because Harper’s 
contract, whoever it’s with, should beat Machado’s. And the Philadelphia Phillies, the team that 
promised to spend “stupid money” this winter, might be feeling the most pressure now to woo 
Harper. 

What we learned from Machado’s deal was pretty simple: Yes, 10 years is realistic, yes $300 million 
is  realistic — even for a team that’s not in a major market or even a contender. The money is out 
there and you’re crazy if you think Scott Boras, Harper’s agent, isn’t about to go bring it home. 

The Harper market isn’t overflowing in teams, but there’s still plenty to figure out. After all these 
months, we pretty much know the players, but if you’re catching up, here’s a rundown: 

San Francisco Giants 

Rumors about the Giants and Harper were hot and heavy recently, but it sounds like San 
Francisco wanted a shorter-term deal. If 10 years is in play, they’re probably not gonna walk away 
winners of the Harper sweepstakes. 

Chicago White Sox 

They were a down-the-ladder competitor for Harper, with their sights more on Machado. They might 
be even lower now that executive vice president Kenny Williams said they wouldn’t go up to $300 
million for Machado. 

New York Yankees 

They’re the wild card in all this. Harper was a Yankees fan growing up, and would probably welcome 
the short porch in right field. Everybody has assumed for years that he’d sign with the Yankees, but 
they haven’t shown much, if any, interest. Thing is, we know if they wanted to, they could outbid 
every other team right now. 
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Washington Nationals 

Harper’s old team reportedly offered him $300 million over 10 years before the season ended and 
he turned it down. We’ve heard varying reports about whether they’d go higher or about other offers 
on the table. It does sound like they’ll get a chance to match whatever deal Harper wants to take. 

San Diego Padres 

Would you believe it? According to Fancred’s Jon Heyman, the Padres aren’t necessarily out on 
Harper after getting Machado. Their payroll is still just $110 million. You could make the argument 
that they need pitching far more than they need an outfielder, but alas. 

Philadelphia Phillies 

They promised big free-agent spending and haven’t yet delivered. They were chasing both Machado 
and Harper. Word out of Philly, however, is they wouldn’t match the Padres’ offer for Machado. 
Would they go above $300 million for Harper? 

Truth is, the Phillies have both the most to gain by signing Harper and the most to lose if they don’t. 
If not Philadelphia, the next most likely destination is D.C., which would shake up the NL East. Right 
now, the Phillies, Braves and Nationals all look like contenders for the division title — but that’s 
without Harper. 

Add Harper to one of those teams and they’re immediately the front-runner. So for the Phillies, the 
allure of Harper is three-fold: Become the premier team in the division and probably the National 
League, don’t let the Nationals get him, and deliver on the “stupid money” promise. 

If not, and if this offseason just ends with the additions of J.T. Realmuto, Andrew McCutchen, David 
Robertson and potentially spending the Harper money on someone like Dallas Keuchel, you can bet 
the Philly fans will remember the unkept promises. 

And the only thing that might fix that is signing Mike Trout in 2021. 
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Why the Manny Machado deal is good for him, Padres 

Craig Calcaterra 

NBC Sports•Feb 19, 2019, 3:23 PM 
 
Manny Machado signing with the San Diego Padres is not something anyone considered possible 
when the offseason began. Even when the rumors began to trickle in about the Padres’ interest, 
there was considerable skepticism. “Surely they won’t go big for Machado, will they?” the 
conventional wisdom went. “They’re just trying to look like they’re trying, right?” 

Nope. They were trying. And they succeeded. They signed one of the best and youngest free agents 
to hit the open market in many, many years. And now, I expect, we’ll hear a lot of people 
complaining about it. 

You’re going to hear people saying that Machado is dumb for signing with a team that is unlikely to 
contend this year. That, as a top free agent, he should’ve chosen a “win now” situation. While most 
free agents give lip service to that idea — and while Machado will likely do the same when he’s 
introduced by the Padres — Don’t listen to that. Machado is entering his age 26 season. He’s 
committed to the Padres for at least five years and possibly ten. There is no reason why he should 
be bashed for not winning in 2019 — I figure the Padres for a third place team at the moment — 
when they may very well have a great chance to win for seven or eight or maybe even nine years of 
the next ten. 

Will that happen? I don’t know. But I do know that one cannot, as so many often do, talk up the 
critical and crucial importance of building up a farm system and aiming for “sustained success” and 
bashing the idea of a win-now mentality when it comes to team-building and also bash a player for 
thinking in those terms as well. It’s not the most consistent look. 

You’re also going to hear a lot of people bashing the Padres for being financially irresponsible in 
committing as much as $300 million to Machado. Sure, maybe that looks anomalous for San Diego, 
but let’s put it in perspective. If you assume that the Padres will commit $30 million to Machado in 
2019, that would put their estimated 2019 payroll at a little over $100 million or so. Their Opening 
Day Payroll last year was about $96 million. In 2016 it was $112 million. They are not out of whack 
with what they’ve been able to do historically. 

Might they decide later to unload Machado? Sure, depending on the no-trade language in his deal, if 
any. But if we hear rumors about the Padres looking to trade Machado to the Yankees or something 
in two or three years, it’s not because the Padres can’t afford Machado. It’s because they just don’t 
want to pay him anymore. Those are two very different things. 

Finally, you’re going to hear people saying that, for Machado, it was “all about the money,” and 
they’ll say it as if that’s an indictment of his character. Stuff like this: 

 

In the end, Machado went for the money, in a city with beautiful weather, where no ones cares. 
Character revealed. 
 
All the pressure now on John Middleton. Is Harper worth more than 10yrs, $300 million? 
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https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/ny-yankees/
https://twitter.com/jonjohnsonwip/status/1097915014336442368
https://twitter.com/jonjohnsonwip/status/1097915014336442368


  

 95 

This is a Philly radio guy, by the way. Based on my experience with such beasts, this should be read 
as whining that Machado didn’t sign with the team he covers. It may also be worth noting that 
the Phillies only outdrew the Padres by 11,000 or so total fans last season — Philly was ranked 
17th, the Padres 18th — so spare me the “he didn’t want to go to a baseball town” thing. That aside, 
if taking the highest offer on the market to play in arguably the most beautiful city in the country 
reveals some sort of flawed character, I don’t want to be virtuous. 

Did he go to a situation that, in 2019, may not be as great a situation as he might’ve found in, say, 
New York or Philly? Sure, but he signed a ten-year deal, not a one-year deal. Did Machado take the 
money? Damn right he did. And he was right to do so, because there’s no one looking out for him 
but him, and you’d almost certainly do the same thing. Can the Padres afford it? Yeah, they can 
afford it. 

The deal may end up looking bad for Machado one day, of course. Or it may end up looking bad for 
the Padres. But as we sit here right now, let’s hold our fire and avoid the usual kneejerk reactions. 

Or at least think about them a bit first. 
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In Signing Manny Machado, Padres Make Bold Statement 
By Kyle Glaser on February 19, 2019 
    

The Padres finally made the free-agent splash they've been aiming for. 

The Padres reportedly agreed with Manny Machado to a 10-year, $300 million deal on Tuesday, 
the largest free agent contract in North American professional sports history. ESPN’s Jeff 
Passan was the first to report the deal. 

It’s a stark departure from the norm for the notoriously stingy Padres, who ranked in MLB's 
bottom 10 in payroll nine of the last 10 seasons. 

Machado’s signing comes at a time when the Padres own the second-longest stretch of losing 
seasons in baseball (eight), but also have a farm system that is the best in the game and poised 
to provide an injection of talent into the franchise. 

For the Padres, the move was needed on multiple levels. Machado gives them a perennial All-
Star and face of the franchise-type talent they have not had for the better part of a decade. He 
also joins the Padres at a time when they have largely failed to capitalize on the departure of the 
Chargers for Los Angeles and the decline of San Diego State basketball to become the athletic 
standard-bearer for the city. It also better positions them to capture the significant corporate 
dollars available as the lone major sports franchise in the country's eighth-largest city. 

On the field, Machado fills the one major lineup hole the Padres projected to have both in the 
present and future. While the team is flush with outfielders and boasts promising up-the-middle 
prospects in Luis Urias and Fernando Tatis Jr., the club lacked a third baseman for 2019 and 
had only No. 15 prospect Hudson Potts in their system as a true third baseman. 

The Padres will have to decide whether they want to make Machado their shortstop and groom 
Tatis Jr. for third base or if they want to maintain Tatis Jr.’s status as the shortstop of the future 
and have Machado at third base, where he played his entire career until last season. 

Regardless of how they sort it out, the Padres future becomes significantly brighter having both 
of them on the left side of the infield together. 

While having the No. 1 farm system in the game is a strong indicator of future success, veterans 
are needed to complement the homegrown players. The Cubs signed Jon Lester right as they 
entered 2015 with the No. 1 farm system in the game. The Royals, fresh off being named the 
No. 1 farm system in 2011, traded for James Shields and Wade Davis prior to the 2013 season. 
Both were integral in ending the Royals' streak of nine consecutive losing seasons that year and 
getting them to the World Series in 2014. Davis would be a crucial component of their 2015 
World Series championship team. 

While the Cubs' addition of Lester and the Royals’ additions of Shields and Davis immediately 
resulted in both of those clubs posting winning seasons to end long losing stretches, the Padres 
have more work ahead if they want to achieve their first winning season since 2010. 
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Padres' starting pitchers posted a 5.09 ERA last year, 27th in the majors and a startling feat 
considering they play their home games at Petco Park and another 19 at Dodger Stadium and 
AT&T (now Oracle) Park. Their starting rotation entering 2019 currently projects to be Joey 
Lucchesi, Eric Lauer, Robbie Erlin, Jacob Nix and Bryan Mitchell. Only Lucchesi has 
demonstrated the talent to have a role with the club once it becomes competitive, 
although Dinelson Lamet will too, assuming he successfully returns from Tommy John surgery. 

Pitching is a strength of the Padres' farm system, but it is many years away. Three of the 
Padres' top four pitching prospects are teenagers yet to pitch above Class A. Only three of their 
top 12 pitching prospects have seen Triple-A. 

In addition to the inherent risk of pitching prospects, pitchers take longer than hitters to 
acclimate to the majors even once they get there. More often than not, pitchers' impacts are felt 
in years two through four in the majors, as opposed to their rookie campaigns. 

The Braves, for example, did not go from 24th in ERA in 2017 to seventh a year later 
because Mike Soroka, Touki Toussaint, Bryse Wilson and Kyle Wright made their debuts. They 
made the jump because Mike Foltynewicz (in his fifth season) and Sean Newcomb (in his 
second) made giant strides forward, while veteran anchor Julio Teheran provided a solid overall 
season, veteran Anibal Sanchez had a rebirth and Kevin Gausman was acquired at the trade 
deadline. 

One of the best young rotations of the decade—the 2015 Mets—also did not push the team to 

the World Series right away. Jacob deGrom was in his second season, Matt Harvey his third 
and Jon Niese his eighth. Bartolo Colon, 42 at the time, led the team in innings. Only Noah 
Syndergaard was a rookie. 

Even if the Padres first wave of pitching—Chris Paddack, Logan Allen, Cal Quantrill—reaches 
the majors this year, the natural progression would be for them to need at least another year 
(and likely another after that), to truly become impact starters in the majors leagues. That would 
put the Padres at 2020 or 2021 before they can reasonably project to have a worthy starting 
rotation, and that's if nothing goes awry. 

The mid-90s Blue Jays and late-90s Expos are two illustrative examples of rebuilding clubs that 
had promising position player cores and talented young pitchers, but because the pitchers took 
longer to blossom, the timing was off and the teams never were able to field complete clubs. 

With Machado locked up for at least five years, when he has the ability to opt-out, as well as 
Hosmer, Myers and the Padres' young position players all under contract or team control 
through 2023, the Padres have time to let that young pitching mature and blossom. 

It will be important that it does, because the Padres' financial flexibility projects to be limited. 
Myers and Hosmer are due a combined $43.5 million from 2020-2022, and now Machado’s 
massive salary will go on top of that. Even if the Padres are able to trade Myers, the expectation 
is they will likely have to eat significant salary to do so. 
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Signing Machado does not answer all of the Padres' questions, but it does make them a better 
team. The Padres now have made the move to bolster their farm system with a veteran 
standout, the type of move the franchise was long reticent to make. 

The Padres made the bold statement that they intend to win, and win soon, with their record-
breaking contract for Machado. Now, it’s up to the franchise to deliver. 
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Advocates applaud decision to turn 

Golden Hall into homeless shelter 
MISHA DIBONO, FOX5 

 
SAN DIEGO -- Homeless advocates from both the private and public sector met 

Monday to talk about San Diego’s homeless crisis and applaud the city of San 

Diego’s recent decision to turn the Civic Center’s Golden Hall into a temporary 

homeless shelter. 
Peter Seidler is the founder of the Tuesday Group, a group that aspires to help 

solve the homeless issue by developing a “best in class” strategy that puts action of 

over lip service.  Seidler is a prominent San Diego businessman and investor, and 

one of the biggest stakeholders in the San Diego Padres. He said the time for talk 

about the homeless crisis is over. 

First on the Tuesday Group's  list of priorities is getting  housing for 150 women 

and children at a downtown shelter. They will soon be displaced when Father Joe’s 

Villages takes down their Bridge Tent to make way for a 14-story, low-income, 

permanent housing facility. 

Dan Shay is another successful San Diego businessman and a founding member of 

the Tuesday Group. He said that many of the city's most vulnerable people end up 

on the streets. Among the victims are "foster kids who turn 18 and get lost in the 

system and the elderly who can't afford the homes, addicts," Shay said. 

Fran Butler Cohen is the CEO of Family Health Centers of San Diego.  The group 

provides health services to poor and homeless individuals. She said the actual 

number of homeless is not accurately accounted for in official statistics. 

https://fox5sandiego.com/author/mdibonofox5/
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“Last year our organization served 27,000 homeless people in our system of care 

-  a number that differs greatly from the (official) count,” Cohen said. 

The official estimate is 8,000 to 9,000 homeless in San Diego. 
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Manny Machado's Reported 
Padres Signing Causes 2019 
World Series Odds to Spike 
KYLE NEWPORTFEBRUARY 19, 2019 

 

 

If the San Diego Padres finalize their reported deal with Manny Machado, they figure to be a bigger 

factor in the National League West in 2019.  

Per ESPN's Doug Kezirian, Westgate SuperBook has the Machado signing increasing San Diego's World 

Series odds from 80-1 to 50-1. Meanwhile, its over-under win total jumps from 76.5 to 79.5. 

Mark Feinsand of MLB.com reported on Tuesday that Machado and the Padres have come to an 

agreement on a 10-year, $300 million contract, the largest free-agent deal in North American sports 

history. Yahoo Sports' Tim Brown added that the deal will include an opt-out after five years. 

After news of an agreement broke, though, San Diego executive chairman Ron Fowler told The 

Athletic's Dennis Lin that a deal had yet to be finalized and that the two sides are "continuing 

discussions." 

It may be too early for Padres fans to officially celebrate, but all signs point to a deal getting done. And 

what a boost it'd be for San Diego. 

Machado is coming off a season in which he earned his fourth career All-Star selection, hitting 

.297/.367/.538 with 37 home runs, 35 doubles, three triples and 107 RBI in 162 games between 

the Baltimore Orioles and the Los Angeles Dodgers last year. A midseason deal to L.A. last year 

familiarized him with the N.L. West, as he hit .273/.338/.487 with 13 home runs, 14 doubles and 42 RBI 

in 66 games for the Dodgers. 

He may have just four career appearances at Petco Park (8-for-18, .444 average), but his track record 

speaks for itself. 

San Diego is a team in need of an offensive boost. Last year, the Padres ranked 28th in both average and 

runs scored while finishing 24th in home runs. Those are all areas in which Machado's bat should provide 

help. 

The Padres are currently in the midst of a 12-year playoff drought. They have not posted a winning record 

since 2010 and have finished no higher than fourth in the N.L. West since 2014. Signing Machado may 

not solve all of their problems, but it seems to have increased their odds of being competitive this season. 

 
  

https://bleacherreport.com/users/850738
http://bleacherreport.com/san-diego-padres
http://bleacherreport.com/manny-machado
https://twitter.com/DougESPN/status/1097924242123968513
https://twitter.com/Feinsand/status/1097911249399177221
http://bleacherreport.com/mlb
https://twitter.com/TBrownYahoo/status/1097912781360099328
https://twitter.com/dennistlin/status/1097915857013862400
http://bleacherreport.com/baltimore-orioles
http://bleacherreport.com/los-angeles-dodgers
http://mlb.mlb.com/stats/sortable.jsp#elem=%5Bobject+Object%5D&tab_level=child&click_text=Sortable+Team+hitting&game_type='R'&season=2018&season_type=ANY&league_code='MLB'&sectionType=st&statType=hitting&page=1&ts=1550609669495&sortColumn=r&sortOrder='desc'&extended=0
http://mlb.mlb.com/stats/sortable.jsp#elem=%5Bobject+Object%5D&tab_level=child&click_text=Sortable+Team+hitting&game_type='R'&season=2018&season_type=ANY&league_code='MLB'&sectionType=st&statType=hitting&page=1&ts=1550609728000&sortColumn=hr&sortOrder='desc'&extended=0


  

 102 

Manny Machado's $300M 
Free-Agent Megadeal the 
Start of Padres' Fast Rise to 
Top 
ZACHARY D. RYMERFEBRUARY 19, 2019 

 

After all that, Manny Machado will be paid handsomely to live in a beautiful 
city and play for a team that isn't far off from being a National 
League powerhouse. 

As ESPN's Jeff Passan first reported, Machado has agreed to a deal with 
the San Diego Padres. Per Mark Feinsand of MLB.com, it's for 10 years and 
$300 million. It also has an opt-out after the fifth year, according to Tim 
Brown of Yahoo Sports. 

It's not a done deal yet. This is straight from Padres executive chairman Ron 
Fowler, per Dennis Lin of The Athletic: 

Padres executive chairman Ron Fowler: “We do not have a deal. We are continuing 
discussions.” 
 

This doesn't mean there won't be a deal, however. With the terms in place, it 

should become official as soon as the fine print is ironed out and Machado 
passes a physical. 

In the meantime, there's plenty about this contract worth celebrating. 

For Machado, it's simple: The 26-year-old is the owner of the largest free-
agent contract in Major League Baseball history. Giancarlo Stanton's 13-
year, $325 million extension is still the largest contract, period, but 
Machado's deal tops Alex Rodriguez's 10-year, $275 million deal from 2007 
as the most lucrative found on the open market. 

Machado's fellow players must be feeling relief. Some of MLB's biggest 
names—including Mike Trout, Justin Verlander, Adam Wainwright and Evan 
Longoria—have publicly taken issue with teams' growing indifference toward 
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free agency. Machado's megadeal doesn't mean everything's fixed, but it 
should quell some of the unrest. Bryce Harper's inevitable megadeal will 
quell it further. 

As large as Machado's contract is, it's no overpay. Initial projections for his 
free-agent pact tended to be around $300 million. The folks at MLB Trade 
Rumors even went as high as $390 million. 

Machado's youth was one element of these equations. The other, of course, 
was the reality that he's an exceptional player. 

He was generally regarded as a top-10 prospect going into the 2012 season, 
and he was still only 20 years old when he debuted with the Baltimore 
Orioles on August 9 of that year. He was a difference-maker in their 
postseason push right away, and he was an All-Star and Gold Glover at third 
base the next season. 

Left knee surgery in October 2013 and right knee surgery in August 2014 
temporarily sidetracked his rise. But he's been healthy enough since then to 
average 159 games per season. Per Baseball Reference, he's also been 
good enough to rank fifth among infielders in wins above replacement: 

• 1. Jose Altuve: 26.0 WAR 

• 2. Nolan Arenado: 25.3 WAR 

• 3. Paul Goldschmidt: 24.6 WAR 

• 4. Francisco Lindor: 23.9 WAR 

• 5. Manny Machado: 23.2 WAR 

Machado's bat has been the driving force behind his superstardom. He's 
averaged an .856 OPS and 36 home runs per year since 2015, with a peak 
of a .905 OPS and 37 homers last season. 

What's more, his offensive profile is evolving as well as he, the Padres or 
anyone could hope. Over time, his strikeout rate has decreased while his 
walk percentage and isolated power have increased: 

Defensively, the early returns on Machado's move back to his native 
shortstop in 2018 weren't great. But his metrics did improve after the Orioles 
traded him to the Los Angeles Dodgers on July 1, which raises the possibility 
that Machado's skills weren't the problem. 
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In any case, his more likely long-term home is third base. He has two Gold 
Gloves and 84 career defensive runs saved to vouch for his ability to play the 
hot corner well enough to earn his keep. 

That brings us to a moment of obligatory handwringing over Machado's 
occasional tendency to make a fool of himself, which was especially 
visible last October. But any notion that this somehow bars him from being a 
winning player isn't supported by the evidence. He played in two 
postseasons with the Orioles, and his behavior didn't keep the Dodgers from 
going to the World Series last year. 

To ensure that they also win with Machado, the Padres only need to put a 
good supporting cast around him. 

With a 96-loss 2018 fresh in their wake, that probably won't happen right 
away. And the club's payroll will be top-heavy in coming seasons. Assuming 
(for now) that Machado gets paid $30 million per year, the Padres will have 
north of $70 million tied up in him, Eric Hosmer and Wil Myers through 2022. 
That's a lot of money for a franchise with a peak Opening Day payroll of 
$108.4 million. 

But now for the great, big bright side that is San Diego's No. 1 farm system. 

Included within are Fernando Tatis Jr., who's the best shortstop prospect in 
baseball, and Luis Urias, who's arguably the best second base prospect. 
Both should line up alongside Machado at some point in 2019 and stay there 
for many years. 

Catcher Francisco Mejia, right-hander Chris Paddack and left-hander Logan 
Allen are also ready to make an impact on the 2019 Padres. The club also 
has a host of talented young outfielders—Franchy Cordero (24), Hunter 
Renfroe (27), Manuel Margot (24) and Franmil Reyes (23)—to choose from. 
In coming years, these guys (and more) will be cheap talent to 
counterbalance the expensive contracts. 

The Padres could certainly use a tried-and-true ace for a starting rotation 
that will lean young in coming years. As noted by JJ Cooper of Baseball 
America, their wealth of young talent could bring one in via the trade market: 

 
 

https://bleacherreport.com/articles/2802216-manny-machados-mlb-playoff-firestorm-shouldnt-cost-him-a-penny-of-300m-value
https://bleacherreport.com/articles/2802216-manny-machados-mlb-playoff-firestorm-shouldnt-cost-him-a-penny-of-300m-value
https://www.rosterresource.com/mlb-san-diego-padres-info/
https://legacy.baseballprospectus.com/compensation/cots/nl-west/san-diego-padres/
https://bleacherreport.com/articles/2820145-mlb-farm-system-rankings-pre-2019-spring-training-edition#slide30


  

 105 

All told, where the Padres are now isn't the same as where they were 
between 2014 and 2015. 

During that period, general manager A.J. Preller tried to build a contender 
overnight by sacrificing both financial (the James Shields signing) and player 
(trades for Myers, Justin Upton, Matt Kemp and Craig Kimbrel) capital. Doing 
so proved to be reckless. 

This time, the Padres are following a formula laid down by the Chicago 
Cubs and Houston Astros. Both clubs slowly but surely built unstoppable 
rosters fueled by both youthful and veteran talent, and each was rewarded 
with a World Series championship. 

If everything comes together around Machado the way it should, the Padres 
could push for the postseason as early as 2020. After that, there could be 
little to stop them from becoming a World Series contender. 

 

 

  

http://bleacherreport.com/chicago-cubs
http://bleacherreport.com/chicago-cubs
http://bleacherreport.com/houston-astros
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Manny Machado, San Diego Padres 
agree to record-breaking 10-year 
deal, reports say 
The Padres have reportedly landed one of the most coveted free agents ever 

• by Dayn Perry 
•  @daynperry 
• 22 hrs ago • 3 min read 

 

The San Diego Padres have agreed to terms with free-agent infielder Manny 
Machado, reports ESPN's Jeff Passan. Machado, 26, is one of the most coveted free agents 
in MLB history, and the Padres' landing of him marks a major coup this offseason. Mark 
Feisand of MLB.com has more on the contract details: 
 

That opt-out means Machado will have the option of re-entering the free-agent market 
following his age-30 season.  
 
Machado is coming off a strong 2018 for the Orioles and then Dodgers, who acquired 
him leading up to the July 31 non-waiver trade deadline:  
 
For his career, Machado boasts an OPS+ of 121 across parts of seven big-league seasons, 
and over that span he's averaged 31 home runs and 37 doubles per 162 games played. 
He proved last season that he's able to pin down shortstop on a regular basis, and he still 
profiles as a standout defensive third baseman. While Machado dealt with knee injuries 
earlier in his career, he's played in no fewer than 156 games in each of the last four 
seasons. At age 26 -- quite young for a free agent -- Machado fits any near-, mid-, and 
long-term planning on the part of the Padres. That youth in tandem with his broad base 
of skills, especially his power, is why he was able to command $300 million on the open 
market. Coming into the offseason, Machado was ranked as our No. 2 free agent, behind 
only Bryce Harper, who remains unsigned as of Tuesday afternoon. 
 
In San Diego, Machado becomes the signature addition as the organization begins to 
emerge from a thus-far successful rebuild. While Machado has stated he prefers to 
remain at shortstop going forward, it seems likely he'll return to third base with the 
Padres. In part that's because shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr., who's in the discussion for 
top prospect in all of baseball, figures to arrive in San Diego soon. Assuming Machado 
does slide over to third, here's what the San Diego lineup could look like on Opening 
Day:  

1. Ian Kinsler, 2B 

2. Manny Machado, 3B 

https://www.cbssports.com/writers/dayn-perry/
https://twitter.com/intent/user/?screen_name=daynperry
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/SD/san-diego-padres/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1765812/manny-machado
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1765812/manny-machado
https://twitter.com/JeffPassan/status/1097909714153811968
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/mlb-free-agent-tracker-padres-sign-machado-latest-hot-stove-signings-ranking-50-best-players-available-for-2019/
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3. Eric Hosmer, 1B 

4. Wil Myers, LF 

5. Hunter Renfroe, RF 

6. Franchy Cordero, CF 

7. Luis Urias, SS 

8. Austin Hedges, C 
Manuel Margot likely becomes the right-handed half of a platoon in center field. Tatis 
will very likely be ticketed for Triple-A to start the season, so he could be arriving in San 
Diego in short order. At that point, Urias could shift to second and bump the veteran 
Kinsler to a reserve role at multiple infield positions. Also on the way are catcher 
prospect Francisco Mejia and an unparalleled stock of arms. The Padres will be heavy 
underdogs in the NL West in 2019, even with Machado, but the future is uncommonly 
bright. As noted, Machado's age means he fits any timeline GM A.J. Preller may have in 
mind.  
As for the immediate impact, here's what the SportsLine Projection Model 
(@SportsLine on Twitter) says about Machado's impact in the season to come:  
 
That doesn't move the needle as much as you might think, and even if the Padres 
overshoot that projection by a healthy margin the Dodgers will remain heavy favorites in 
the NL West. As noted, though, this is more about Machado's long-term outlook and how 
it dovetails with the Padres impressive young core.  
Even after the Machado signing, the Padres are still under $115 million for payroll in 
2019, so there's room to do even more if they're willing. It's also worth noting that 
because Machado was traded during the 2018 season, he was not eligible to receive a 
qualifying offer from the Dodgers. That in turn means that the Padres will not have to 
forfeit a draft pick for signing Machado.  
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What Manny Machado's numbers 
tell us about how he'll perform at 
Padres' Petco Park 
Machado is moving into a ballpark with a reputation for being pitcher friendly 

• by Mike Axisa 
•  @mikeaxisa 
• 17 hrs ago • 5 min read 

 

After an offseason of waiting, a big money team finally stepped up to sign Manny 
Machado on Tuesday. That big money team is ... the San Diego Padres? The San Diego 
Padres. Machado and the Padres have agreed to a massive 10-year contract worth $300 
million. It also includes an opt out after year five. It is the second largest contract in 
baseball history. 
 
The Padres lost 96 games a year ago and they haven't posted a winning record since 
2010. They're pretty bad and Machado alone won't change that. San Diego does have the 
game's best farm system though, one with several elite near-MLB-ready prospects and 
loads of depth. The Padres don't have one or two touted youngsters coming. They have 
waves of prospects. 
 
Machado is only 26 -- when his new 10-year-old contract expires, he'll be younger 
than Robinson Cano is today -- and he'll fit right into the team's youth movement. What's 
better than a great farm system? A great farm system and one of the best players in 
baseball on your MLB roster. That's what the Padres have now. They just signed 
Machado for his peak years. 
 
Now that Machado has agreed to go to the Padres, the next question becomes obvious: 
How will he perform at Petco Park? To get started, know Machado is 8 for 18 (.444) with 
a double in four career games at Petco Park. Also know that is completely meaningless. 
Machado played two games in San Diego in 2013 and two more in 2016. A meaningless 
sample. Ignore the 8 for 18. 
 
Aside from his brief stint with the Dodgers last year, Machado has played his home 
games at a hitter friendly ballpark in Camden Yards throughout his career. He's a career 
.295/.353/.534 hitter at home and .271/.319/.442 on the road. Pretty big difference! 
We're talking 126 OPS points. Here is Machado's 2018 spray chart superimposed over 
Petco Park's dimensions: 

https://www.cbssports.com/writers/mike-axisa/
https://twitter.com/intent/user/?screen_name=mikeaxisa
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1765812/manny-machado
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1765812/manny-machado
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/SD/san-diego-padres/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/manny-machado-san-diego-padres-agree-to-record-breaking-10-year-deal-reports-say/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/manny-machado-san-diego-padres-agree-to-record-breaking-10-year-deal-reports-say/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/biggest-mlb-contracts-in-history-how-manny-machados-reported-deal-ranks-all-time/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/biggest-mlb-contracts-in-history-how-manny-machados-reported-deal-ranks-all-time/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb
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Baseball Savant 

Looks like Machado might've actually had some fly outs and doubles turn into home runs 
at Petco Park. That's all well and good, but the plot itself doesn't mean anything. Unless 
Machado winds up producing the exact same spray chart in 2019 as 2018 (nope), that 
plot isn't telling us anything useful. 
To figure out how Machado will fare at Petco Park, it's important to first understand that 
Petco Park is no longer an extreme pitcher's park. Back in the day, when it first opened, 
forget it. You needed a relay man to get the ball over the fence. The walls were brought 
in recently though, plus construction in the area surrounding the ballpark has changed 
wind patterns. Dennis Lin of the San Diego Union-Tribunespoke to several Padres about 
the ballpark two years ago: 
 
"I've kind of been waiting for the Petco effect that I keep hearing about," General 
Manager A.J. Preller said with a smile. 
 
"Last year, as opposed to when I was there the first time, it seemed to play very fair," 
said left-hander Clayton Richard, who rejoined the Padres last summer after a nearly 
three-year hiatus. "It seemed like the balls that were hit hard went out and the balls that 
should have went out did and the balls that weren't did not." 
 
"I think it carries better than it used to when it initially opened," manager Andy Green 
said. "Why that is, what the reason behind that is, I don't exactly know. But I do know 
that it's very fair. … I'd put it right in the middle of the pack right now." 
 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-petco-hitters-ballpark-20170406-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-petco-hitters-ballpark-20170406-story.html
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1103052/clayton-richard
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Petco Park is still a pitcher's park, though not as extreme as it once was. Also, Camden 
Yards is a hitter's park, though perhaps not as extreme as you may think. Here are the 
right-handed batter park factors from RotoGrinders: 

 Camden Yards Petco Park 

Singles 1.01 0.97 

Doubles 0.87 0.93 

Triples 0.82 0.97 

Home runs 1.15 0.93 

Batting average 1.00 0.96 

Slugging percentage 1.02 0.96 

A park factor of 1.0 is league average. Those numbers are telling us Camden Yards 
inflates home runs an extra 15 percent above the league average whereas Petco Park 
suppresses home runs to 93 percent of the league average. The park factors indicate that 
yeah, Machado is probably going to lose some homers in his new ballpark. Two things 
about that though. 

1. Machado is not your average hitter. 
He is an elite hitter who hits the ball as hard as anyone in the game. His 48.2 percent 
hard-hit rate last year was far above the 34.1 percent league average and in the top six 
percent of MLB. A year earlier Machado was in the top three percent of the league in 
hard-hit rate. 
 
Furthermore, Machado's 40.8 percent ground ball rate the last two years is below the 
43.7 percent league average. He doesn't just hit the ball hard, he hits the ball hard in the 
air, and that's when good things happen. Here is the leaderboard for fly balls and line 
drives with an exit velocity north of 95 mph the last two years: 

1. Manny Machado: 301 
2. Francisco Lindor: 290 
3. Khris Davis: 290 
4. Nicholas Castellanos: 288 
5. Mookie Betts: 270 

Do you know what the league hits on a fly ball or line drive with an exit velocity north of 
95 mph? It hits .622 with a 1.484 slugging percentage. That's the kind of batted ball 
profile that will play anywhere. Hit the ball hard in the air and very good things happen, 
and no one in baseball hit the ball hard in the air more often than Machado the last two 
years. 

https://rotogrinders.com/pages/ballpark-factors-49556
https://rotogrinders.com/pages/ballpark-factors-49556
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1894627/francisco-lindor
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1813268/khris-davis
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1765816/nicholas-castellanos
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2106654/mookie-betts
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2. There is more to life than home runs. 
Yes, Petco Park does suppress home runs, even after the walls were brought in. Those 
big gaps make it a great doubles and triples ballpark, however, and doubles and triples 
help create runs too. Machado is largely a right-handed pull hitter -- he can certainly 
poke the ball over the right field fence as well -- and he's going to pepper that deep left-
center field gap. Some balls will land over the fence. Others will bang of the ball. Either 
way, they'll help the Padres win. 
 
Inevitably, Machado will lose some homers when those popups that used to carry into 
the first or second row at Camden Yards on hot Baltimore days are caught at the warning 
track at Petco Park. The lost homers will come with increased doubles, however, and it's 
not like Machado's homers are all wall-scrapers. Miss your spot and he'll put a ball into 
orbit. This power plays anywhere: 
 
Petco Park is no longer an extreme pitcher's park and Machado is not some run of the 
mill hitter. He makes elite contact and he is only 26 years old. At worst, there is no 
reason to expect age-related decline anytime soon. At best, there is reason to believe 
Machado is about to enter the best years of his career given the usual hitter aging curve.  
Machado will lose a few home runs in his new home ballpark, particularly on balls hit to 
the gaps, but he'll also benefit from those spacious gaps and see more doubles. In the old 
Petco Park, the pitcher's haven that first opened in 2004, there would've been greater 
reason to worry about a big drop in production. In the current version of Petco Park, a 
star hitter like Machado can still put up star caliber numbers. 
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Padres have a bright future with the 
addition of Manny Machado, but 
they're still projected to finish last 
in NL West 
Now that the Padres have landed one of the biggest free agents ever, how 
does that change things in the NL West? 

• by Dayn Perry 
•  @daynperry 
• 23 hrs ago • 3 min read 
•  

The San Diego Padres on Tuesday pulled off the coup of the offseason when they 
reportedly agreed to terms with free-agent infielder Manny Machado. The 26-year-old 
slugger who's capable of manning shortstop was one of the most coveted free agents 
ever, and there's no doubt he improves the Padres' fortunes.  
 
The question, though, is by how much. Here's the initial answer, via 
the SportsLineProjection Model (@SportsLine on Twitter) on CBS Sports HQ:    
 
As you can see, he's not expected to move the 2019 needle as much as you might think. 
This is mostly because it's generally overstated how much difference any single player 
can make in a sport like baseball. While I'll take the over on that 1.9 wins added -- 
Machado improves what was a dismal infield situation in San Diego -- the general point 
that the Padres remain playoff longshots in the here and now passes the smell test.   
Now that we've seen the Padres' outlook for 2019, let's take a look at the remainder of 
the NL West for the season to come. These SportsLine projections ran prior to the 
reported Machado signing, but as you've surmised from the above numbers they haven't 
changed much: 

TEAM PROJECTED WINS WIN DIVISION MAKE PLAYOFFS 

Dodgers  100.4 93.9 percent 96.9 percent 

Rockies  80.5 3.6 percent 19.0 percent 

Diamondbacks  78.0 2.0 percent 11.3 percent 

Giants  71.5 <1.0 percent 2.4 percent 

 
Even with Machado, SportsLine still expects the Padres to finish in last place. Even if you 
disagree with the extent and the specifics, Machado doesn't make them competitive on 
paper with the likes of the Dodgers. The Dodgers, after all, have won six straight NL West 
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crowns, have claimed back-to-back pennants, and last season played like a 102-win team 
at the level of runs scored and runs allowed. SportsLine is bullish on the Dodgers for 
good reasons.  
 
The Machado signing, though, isn't about 2019. Machado is just 26 years of age -- 
uncommonly young for a free agent -- and that youth in tandem with his established 
value means he fits the Padres' near-, mid-, and long-term goals. Speaking of those mid- 
and long-term goals, the Padres will soon surround Machado (and Eric Hosmer, 
provided he finds his way back to usefulness) with perhaps the best collection of young 
talent in all of baseball.  
 
Shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr. is in the discussion for top prospect in the game today, and 
he's slated to open the season at Triple-A. He'll arrive soon thereafter. Luis Uriasis a 
consensus top-25 guy, and he's likely the Padres' long-term answer at second 
base. Francisco Mejia, obtained via trade with the Indians last season, is generally 
regarded as the top catching prospect in the game right now, and then there's a 
borderline indecent collection of high-ceiling arms fronted by Mackenzie Gore. Then 
there's the fact that the Padres will pick No. 6 in the June draft. Then there's the strong 
possibility that they wind up with another high pick in 2020. Throw in ownership's 
increasing willingness to spend and GM A.J. Preller's willingness to act aggressively, and 
everything's coming together for the Padres.  
 
To be sure, the Dodgers' crop of young talent is not to be dismissed, and they of course 
have vast coffers. The Padres, though, figure to topple them from their perch, possibly as 
soon as 2020. Machado will be a vital part of that when it happens. The possibility that 
the Rockies will let Nolan Arenado walk after 2019 would seem to improve San Diego's 
future outlook.  
 
Basically, if you're dismayed by the modest outlook of the Machado-era Padres in 2019, 
don't be. The baseball future in San Diego is uncommonly bright, and the Machado 
signing is merely the most conspicuous part of that future.  
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Manny Machado agrees 
to join San Diego Padres, 
sources say 
POSTED 9:38 AM, FEBRUARY 19, 2019, BY FOX 5 DIGITAL TEAM, UPDATED AT 12:29PM, FEBRUARY 19, 2019 

SAN DIEGO - Major League Baseball All-Star Manny Machado agreed to 

sign with the San Diego Padres. 

The 26-year-old Machado will join the Padres for the 2019 season after 

agreeing to a 10-year, $300 million contract, according to an MLB Insider. 

The deal surpassed Alex Rodriguez's 10-year, $252 million deal in 2001 with 

the Texas Rangers. The contract with Machado, 26, reportedly contains a 

player opt-out after the fifth year. 

Machado's contract is the biggest free-agent contract in the history of 

American sports, MLB Insider Mark Feinsand reported. 

Machado is a four-time MLB All-Star and two-time Golden Glove winner at 

third base. He had a .297 batting average with 37 home runs, 107 RBIs and 

a career-high .905 OPS last season with the Los Angeles Dodgers and 

Baltimore Orioles. 

At the team's spring training complex in Peoria, Arizona, Padres Executive 

Chairman Ron Fowler tempered reports of the deal. 

"We do not have a deal with any free agent player," Fowler said. "We are 

continuing discussions." 

https://fox5sandiego.com/author/fox-5-digital-team/
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Although, the Padres beat reporter AJ Cassavell posted to Twitter, "The 

Padres solved their longstanding 3B riddle as emphatically as they possibly 

could. Manny Machado is coming to San Diego." 

Other reporters, such as The Athletic's Ken Rosenthal and the San Diego 

Union-Tribune's Kevin Acee, suggested Fowler was being coy, and that the 

deal is contingent on formalities like Machado putting pen to paper and 

passing a physical. 

Machado has attracted the ire of baseball fans and fellow players for 

stepping on other players during the MLB playoffs and an interview with 

Rosenthal in which he said, "I'm not the type of player that's going to be 

'Johnny Hustle' ... that's not my cup of tea, that's not who I am." 

Machado and Washington Nationals star outfielder Bryce Harper, 26, were 

the cream of this winter's free agent crop but saw their markets freeze up 

due to team's balking at their asking prices. The Chicago White Sox, 

Philadelphia Phillies and New York Yankees were also believed to have 

been interested in Machado while Harper has drawn interest from the 

Padres, White Sox, Phillies, Nationals and San Francisco Giants. 

Harper remains a free agent. 
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AP source: Machado, Padres agree to $300M, 10-year deal 
By BERNIE WILSONyesterday 
 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — With their city’s long-suffering fans desperate for a winner, the 
rebuilding San Diego Padres delivered their splashiest free agent signing ever by 
agreeing with All-Star infielder Manny Machado on a $300 million, 10-year deal. 

A person familiar with the negotiations confirmed the deal to The Associated Press on 
Tuesday, speaking on condition of anonymity because the agreement was subject to a 
successful physical and had not been announced. Machado can opt out after five years 
and become a free agent again, the person said. 

Machado’s agreement would be the second-largest in baseball history behind 
Giancarlo Stanton’s $325 million, 13-year deal signed with the Miami Marlins ahead 
of the 2015 season. It would be the highest deal for a free agent, topping Alex 
Rodriguez’s $275 million, 10-year contract with the New York Yankees from 2008-17. 

More records may be broken soon. Free agent outfielder Bryce Harper could top 
Stanton’s deal in coming days or weeks. 

That won’t matter a bit to Padres fans, who have never celebrated a World Series title 
and were keeping their fingers crossed in recent days as it became apparent that their 
team, with a mostly sad-sack history stretching back a half-century, actually had a 
chance at landing Machado, who is only 26. 

Some fans seemed braced for yet another disappointment. But news of the deal was 
greeted with euphoria on social media. 

Speaking at spring training in Peoria, Arizona, Padres executive chairman Ron Fowler 
declined to confirm the deal, saying: “We do not have a deal with any free agent 
player. We are continuing discussions, and that’s all we have to say.” 

Teams draw a distinction between an agreement subject to a physical and a finalized 
deal. 

While Fowler looked serious, general partner Peter Seidler couldn’t help but smile 
while waiting for his turn to speak. 

Without confirming the deal, Seidler — a nephew of former Los Angeles Dodgers 
owner Peter O’Malley — spoke of what his ownership group wants to bring to San 
Diego, where the Padres play in a gem of a ballpark just off the bay. 

“Ron and I, we love the city of San Diego, we love sports in San Diego, but we’re also 
well aware of the history. There’s never been a championship from a major sports 
franchise in San Diego. ... We as an organization want to completely change that. We 
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want our franchise to win year after year after year. And we’re going to do whatever 
we can rationally do to help make that happen.” 

The Padres lost 96 games last year, haven’t had a winning season since 2010 and 
haven’t been to the playoffs since 2006. They haven’t won a playoff series since the 
1998 NL Championship against Atlanta. They were routed in their two World Series 
appearances, by Detroit in 1984 and the New York Yankees in 1998. 

And they’ve had the city’s big league sports scene to themselves since the NFL’s 
Chargers moved to the Los Angeles area two seasons ago. The Chargers did win the 
AFL title in 1963 but were blown out by San Francisco in their only Super Bowl 
appearance, after the 1994 season. 

Other than the AFL title, the biggest championships won around here were probably 
Little League World Series titles in 2009 by Park View of Chula Vista and in 1961 by 
El Cajon-La Mesa Northern, which included Brian Sipe, who won the NFL’s MVP 
Award in 1980. 

Padres players were ecstatic, even though the signing was not yet official. 

Catcher Austin Hedges was headed toward bunting drills when he heard the news. He 
pumped his fists and said, “I’m just that excited about bunting.” 

“You see me smiling right here,” said first baseman Eric Hosmer, who exactly a year 
ago earlier finalized a $144 million, eight-year deal with San Diego. “We’ve all been 
practicing today, obviously. We’ve all kind heard what’s been going on, and all we can 
say is he’s a guy we’d love to have, and I think it changes things pretty quickly if we do 
have him here. 

“He’s one of the top guys in the league,” Hosmer added. “Obviously extremely young 
free agent that’s got a lot of amazing baseball left in him and he’s already had a lot of 
amazing baseball in his career. We’re all just glad he’ll hopefully be here with us in 
San Diego.” 

The Padres have been rebuilding mostly via their top-rated farm system since a failed 
win-now approach with high-priced veterans in 2015. 

Machado is expected to fill the team’s glaring need at third base. He began last year at 
shortstop with Baltimore, was traded to the Los Angeles Dodgers after the All-Star 
break and split time and shortstop and third. He struck out to end the World Series 
loss to Boston. 

Commissioner Rob Manfred said the deal, if it goes through, is “a great thing. The 
Padres were active last year in the free-agent market, obviously a big signing with Eric 
Hosmer. This would be another one, if in fact that’s what happened. And I think it’s 
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good for baseball to have big stars present in some of our smaller markets and see 
those markets really being out there willing to compete for the best talent.” 

With Machado on board, the next big move for the Padres, whether by opening day or 
later in the season, is expected to be the promotion of shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr., 
the 20-year-old son of a former big leaguer and the No. 2 overall prospect in baseball. 

A four-time All-Star, Machado hit .297 last year and set career bests with 37 homers 
and 107 RBIs. A four-time All-Star and two-time Gold Glove winner, he has a .282 
career average with 175 homers and 513 RBIs in seven big league seasons. 

The Chicago White Sox offered $250 million for eight years, a person familiar with 
that proposal said. That person spoke to the AP on condition of anonymity because 
the club did not publicly disclose its offer. The White Sox were trying to get in 
position for a second title under owner Jerry Reinsdorf, who turns 83 next week. 

“Still in a bit of disbelief,” executive vice president Kenny Williams said. “I feel we put 
our best foot forward. Jerry, in particular, really stepped up.” 

Machado also met with the Yankees, a team that had expressed concern over 
Machado’s remarks about hustling — not hustling, actually — during the playoffs. 

After failing to run out a grounder in the NL Championship Series, Machado said: 
“Obviously I’m not going to change, I’m not the type of player that’s going to be 
‘Johnny Hustle’ and run down the line and slide to first base.” 

Machado tried to clarify his remarks after the season, saying, “looking back, it doesn’t 
come across how I meant it.” 

Yankees owner Hal Steinbrenner took notice of Machado’s initial comments, labeling 
them “troubling” and added, “That ain’t going to sell where we play baseball.” 

No worries. Padres fans will take him. 

 


