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San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants beat marlins, Bumgarner gives up latest Stanton home run 

John Shea 

 

MIAMI — Giancarlo Stanton loves to face Madison Bumgarner. That’s no knock on Bumgarner, 

because Stanton loves to face anyone standing on a dirt hill that’s 10 inches high and 60 feet, 6 

inches away. 

Likewise, Bumgarner loves to face Stanton, if only because Stanton is the biggest and baddest 

dude in the room. 

The two squared off in Tuesday night’s 9-4 Giants victory, each celebrated player wanting to 

one-up the other, each wanting mano a mano bragging rights. 

Both were on hot streaks coming in, though Stanton’s was a bit hotter — and still is. Stanton 

lined a single in his first at-bat and smashed a home run in his second, the sixth straight game in 

which he has homered. 

Stanton’s 44th homer leads the majors by far. He has 11 homers in August and 23 in his past 35 

games. Sixty is within his reach, and nobody has done that since Barry Bonds and Sammy Sosa 

in 2001. 
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Why not walk him? This is Bumgarner we’re talking about. Not Ty Blach, who gave up a Stanton 

homer in Monday’s opener. Plus, the first two times Stanton stepped up, the Marlins had one 

out and nobody on. Bumgarner’s going after him. 

He finally got his man in the fifth. In a six-pitch at-bat, Bumgarner threw fastballs and cutters 

every other pitch until Stanton swung through an 81-mph curve for strike three. 

Stanton has impressive career numbers against Bumgarner. In fact, no one with at least 14 at-

bats against him has a higher slugging percentage than Stanton’s 1.105. He’s 10-for-19 with two 

homers and five doubles. 

Imagine if those two guys were teammates next season. Stanton reportedly cleared waivers, 

meaning he can be traded to any team so long as he waives his no-trade clause. 

His $325 million contract is a red flag, but let it be known Giants executives Bobby Evans and 

Jeremy Shelley had a lengthy pregame conversation in front of the Giants’ dugout with Michael 

Hill, the Marlins’ president of baseball operations. 

If Stanton’s name came up, it wouldn’t have been the first time in talks between the teams. 

With the new Derek Jeter ownership group coming in, one of the biggest decisions is whether 

to move Stanton’s contract off the books, and the Giants can’t be faulted for wanting to keep in 

touch. 

The Giants collected 14 hits and actually matched an opponent in the power department, 

thanks to a two-run homer by Denard Span and solo shot by Ryder Jones. Aside from Stanton, 

A.J. Ellis homered for Miami. 

The momentum-changing inning was the Giants’ three-run seventh that turned a 4-3 deficit 

into a 6-4 lead. Carlos Moncrief, hitting for Bumgarner, singled home a run, and his aggressive 

baserunning — going from first to third on Span’s single to right — led to an errant Stanton 

throw that enabled him to score. 
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Hunter Pence doubled home the third run. 

Bumgarner gave up four runs on nine hits in six innings, and Mark Melancon followed with a 

scoreless inning in his second outing since coming off the disabled list, retiring Stanton on a 

fielder’s choice. Hunter Strickland and Cory Gearrin worked the final two innings. 

 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants place Panik on 7-day concussion DL 

John Shea 

 

MIAMI — Joe Panik’s condition worsened by Tuesday afternoon, according to Giants manager 

Bruce Bochy, and the team placed the second baseman on the seven-day concussion disabled 

list. 

Panik took a blow to the head Sunday in Washington when he slid into the plate and was hit by 

a ball thrown from the outfield just as Nationals catcher Matt Wieters caught it and applied the 

tag. 

Bochy said Panik was “not feeling great.” 

Panik, who did no baseball work for a second straight day and spent much of Tuesday’s 

pregame in the trainer’s room, missed a month last season on the concussion DL and said he 

didn’t fully recover until the offseason. 

The Giants replaced Panik on the roster with utility man Orlando Calixte. Tuesday’s second 

baseman is Kelby Tomlinson. 

It’s Calixte’s fourth stint with the Giants this year, and he’s hitting .172 in 29 at-bats. He served 

as 26th man for Sunday’s doubleheader. 

Brandon Belt, who’s also on the concussion DL, will be re-examined Wednesday. Bochy said the 

first baseman has experienced no improvement. 
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“Pretty much the same,” Bochy said. “If I were to guess, he’ll be down for a little while.” 

 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

Giancarlo Stanton goes deep for sicth consecutive game, but Giants outslug Marlins 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

MIAMI – The Giants won a baseball game Tuesday night, and they took the lead over the 

Marlins in the seventh inning when Giancarlo Stanton put one in the seats. 

Those are the facts in their 9-4 victory and there is no disputing them. Some context might be 

helpful, though: Stanton still plays for the Marlins, and the Giants went ahead because his 

throw from right field sailed out of play. 

Oh, Stanton hit a home run, too. He muscled a cutter from Madison Bumgarner that traveled 

432 feet and cleared the seizure-inducing home run sculpture in center field in the third inning 

– his sixth consecutive game with a homer, and his major league leading 44th of the season. 

ADVERTISING 

But for once, the Giants didn’t have to dream of a future lineup running on Stanton’s diesel 

fuel. Denard Span hit a two-run home run to start their comeback and he lined the single to 

Stanton that put them ahead in the seventh. Ryder Jones added a solo shot down the line as 

the Giants outflexed their burly opponents while beating the Marlins for the first time in five 

games this season. 

Bumgarner flashed a little power, too. He missed a home run by inches when his drive off Dan 

Straily struck the top of the left field wall in the fifth inning. He settled for an RBI single that got 

the Giants within a run, and it appeared to be a fatal mistake when Straily picked him off 

second base. 

“He was like a Clydesdale getting back, wasn’t he?” Giants manager Bruce Bochy said. 

But the Giants outhit their mistakes, and the bottom of the order started their three-run rally in 

the seventh. No.8 hitter Kelby Tomlinson singled, advanced on a wild pitch and scored on 

Moncrief’s pinch single. Stanton fielded Span’s single and tried to gun down Moncrief at third, 

but there is such a thing as being too strong for one’s own good. Umpires awarded Moncrief 

the plate as the bal rattled out of play, and Hunter Pence followed with a double that scored 

Span. 

“I’ll be honest with you, I think that was the play of the game,” Span, said. “A lot of good things 
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happened tonight, but he forced an ill-advised throw and it seemed like it woke everybody up. 

We were the more aggressive team tonight.” 

The rally picked up Bumgarner on a night when he battled consistency while allowing four runs 

on nine hits in six innings. 

Bumgarner did well to escape the first inning with just one run allowed, getting a pop-up and 

then a fly out with two runners in scoring position in a rally that Stanton started with a line 

drive single. 

The Bumgarner-Stanton matchup was the draw of the night, and the Marlins’ chiseled slugger 

did not win every round. Bumgarner threw a perfect two-strike curveball that dropped under 

Stanton’s bat in the fifth inning. 

Bumgarner even came close to matching the ferocity of Stanton’s contact. Stanton’s home run 

was measured at 107 mph off the bat. Bumgarner’s RBI single had an exit velocity of 103 mph. 

But when it comes to power, Stanton knows no equal. He became the first big leaguer to homer 

in six consecutive games since Colorado’s Nolan Arenado in 2015 – and yes, Giants pitchers 

were responsible for the last three games in that run. 

The major league record for consecutive games with a home run is eight, set by the Pirates’ 

Dale Long in 1956 and matched by Ken Griffey Jr. (with the Mariners in 1993) and current 

Marlins manager Don Mattingly (with the Yankees in 1987). 

Span played in the NL East for three years with the Washington Nationals. He said he’s never 

seen Stanton this locked in. 

“That guy is unreal, man,” Span said. “I don’t know. I might try his batting stance next year with 

that scissor kick, try that out in spring training.” 

Stanton has 11 homers in his last 12 games and 23 in his last 35. 

“It’s one of the most impressive runs I’ve heard of since I’ve been playing,” Pence said. “He’s 

hot right now and he’s one of the most electric players in the game, and Bum, I mean, he’s 

Bumgarner. It’s one of those matchups you want to see as a baseball fan.” 

Even Bumgarner admitted he might have gone into that matchup with a little too much gusto. 

“That’s always fun. I look forward to those,” Bumgarner said. “I might not go about those at-

bats in the smartest way, but he’s locked in for sure. … You might want to be more careful with 

a guy like that.” 
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But speed plays, too. Span made one more contribution in a two-run ninth inning when he 

singled, stole third and scored on the catcher’s throwing error. He joked that he took 

motivation from Buster Posey’s ribbing over matching him in stolen bases. 

“That’s my job – set the tone and bring as much energy as I can,” Span said. “I’m happy I was 

able to do that today.” 

It’s still a longshot that the Marlins’ pending new ownership group tries to trade Stanton and 

shed the bulk of their 10-year, $295 million commitment to him. But according to a report from 

Jeff Passan of Yahoo Sports, Stanton already has cleared waivers and could be dealt to a club 

this month. 

That only means that none of the other 29 clubs were willing to pay the full freight on Stanton. 

Most likely, any club that acquires him would have to provide a mix of talent and payroll 

obligations. 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

Giants notes 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

MIAMI – Two days after Joe Panik took a shot to the helmet, the Giants were preparing to place 

the Gold Glove second baseman on the 7-day concussion list. 

Panik had some lingering lightheadedness that got worse on Tuesday, Giants manager Bruce 

Bochy said. 

The club will recall utilityman Orlando Calixte, who had been their designated 26th man for 

Sunday’s doubleheader at Nationals Park and hadn’t strayed too far away from the team. 

It’s the second consecutive year that Panik will be on the concussion list. He missed a month 

last season after he was struck on the helmet by a fastball from former Rays left-hander (and 

current teammate) Matt Moore. 

Panik’s helmet flew off in Game 2 of Sunday’s doubleheader when he was hit by a thrown ball 

as Nationals catcher Matt Wieters simultaneously caught it and applied a tag. Panik remained in 

the game and said he felt as if he’d been punched, but otherwise expressed optimism that the 

symptoms didn’t resemble the ones he experienced in 2016. 

That optimism soon dissipated, though. 
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Panik joins first baseman Brandon Belt on the concussion list. Belt is resting at home and will be 

evaluated by Dr. Anthony Saglimbeni on Thursday, Bochy said. But based on what Belt has told 

trainers, his mild symptoms have not improved. 

“I guess he’ll be down for a little while,” Bochy said of Belt. “I hope not, but if I had to guess …” 

Kelby Tomlinson continues to start at second base and Ryder Jones is an emergency option 

there. But with Miguel Gomez (knee) also on the DL, the Giants are thin. Bochy acknowledged 

the club would have to tweak the roster soon. (Jae-gyun Hwang is the only minor league 

infielder on the 40-man roster, and he doesn’t play in the middle infield. So the club would have 

to add someone like Ali Castillo or Juniel Querecuto.) 

Gomez will play minor league rehab games for Triple-A Sacramento on Thursday and Friday. He 

is eligible to be activated on Saturday. 

— 

Johnny Cueto said his right elbow felt fine while throwing a 25-pitch session off the bullpen 

mound, even when he let it rip toward the end. Next up: a 70-pitch mound session on Friday, 

followed by a minor league rehab start. 

— 

Okay, it’s understandable if you only have the game on in the background. But we trust you’ll 

stop what you’re doing when Bumgarner faces Stanton. Lineups: 

 

 

MLB.com 

Mad-Bum, Giants withstand Stanton, Marlins 

Joe Frisaro and Patrick Pinak 

 

MIAMI -- Add Madison Bumgarner to the list of pitchers to allow a home run to Giancarlo 

Stanton during his remarkable home run stretch. But after Stanton extended his long-ball 

streak to six straight games, it was Bumgarner's run-scoring single and Carlos Moncrief's pinch-

hit, RBI base hit that helped rally the Giants to a 9-4 victory over Miami on Tuesday at Marlins 

Park. 

Bumgarner had a workmanlike six innings, allowing four runs on nine hits. The Giants pushed 

three runs across off Junichi Tazawa in the seventh inning and snapped the Marlins' four-game 

winning streak. 
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Full Game Coverage 

"I would ordinarily like to make it a little easier for our offense, but those guys, the offense was 

really good tonight," Bumgarner said. "They stuck their nose in there, but they have a pretty 

good lineup. That was definitely a big win for us." 

The Giants, however, weren't able to slow down Stanton's "must-see" home run show. Each 

day the four-time All-Star is reaching higher historical numbers. No Marlins player had homered 

in as many as five consecutive games, and the last Major League player to extend the streak to 

six was Colorado's Nolan Arenado -- from Sept. 1-5, 2015. Marlins manager Don Mattingly said 

he had a feeling Bumgarner would go right after Stanton, and the veteran left-hander did just 

that. 

"He's not a guy who really backs off of much," Mattingly said of Bumgarner. "He's coming after 

everybody. He's that kind of competitor." 

"That's always fun. I look forward to those," Bumgarner said of facing Stanton. "I might not go 

about those at-bats in the smartest way but they certainly are fun though. He's locked in for 

sure." 

The MLB record for the most consecutive games with a home run is eight. It's a list of three: 

Ken Griffey Jr., Dale Long and Mattingly. 

"These kinds of streaks, his has been prolonged," Mattingly said. "Mine was a little 'eight-

dayer'. It's just one of those things, you're feeling good up there." 

Denard Span added a two-run homer for the Giants, which came off Dan Straily in the third 

inning. Ryder Jones also connected off Kyle Barraclough in the eighth inning. 

A.J. Ellis also homered for the Marlins, but the veteran catcher, who previously was with the 

Dodgers, watched Stanton's home run in awe. 

"I've never even heard of anything like this before, so to be able to see it is a great moment for 

all of us," Ellis said. "Personally, it's a great moment just to be a part of it and watch it. And 

delivering when the expectations are there speaks to how good he is and how dedicated he is 

to finding the right pitches. It's pretty special to watch and we all hope it keeps going." 
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MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Seventh-inning surge: Miami's bullpen had allowed just one run in 15 innings during its four-

game winning streak. The 'pen ran its streak to one run in 16 innings after Odrisamer 

Despaigne threw a scoreless sixth. But in the seventh inning, the Giants surged into the lead 

with four straight hits off Tazawa. Kelby Tomlinson singled and went to second on a wild pitch. 

Moncrief's run-scoring single pulled the Giants even at 4. Span singled and Hunter Pence added 

an RBI double. A second run scored on Stanton's throwing error. "It was good to see us break 

out," Giants manager Bruce Bochy said. "We were scratching and clawing for runs this whole 

trip, especially late. Down a run there, Bum comes out and we scored to help him get a win 

tonight. So that's always a good thing to reward your starter." "It was one of those nights it 

didn't seem like anything we tried seemed to work," Mattingly said. "But we'll be back, and 

ready tomorrow. Those guys have been good. They've been battling. I feel like we'll be ready to 

go back tomorrow." 

Strickland settles, shuts down eighth: Hunter Strickland found himself in a sticky situation 

after yielding successive one-out singles to J.T. Realmuto and Derek Dietrich in the eighth 

inning. Protecting a three-run lead, and with the top of the Miami order looming, Strickland 

retired pinch-hitter Tomas Telis on a hard liner to center, and induced a soft line drive 

from Miguel Rojas to second to preserve a three-run edge. 

"He made some pitches when he had to," Bochy said of Strickland. "Telis hit the ball hard but 

we had him played right. He did a good job too of keeping them from scoring." 

QUOTABLE 

"It was a matchup I think a lot of baseball fans look forward to. You know Bum isn't going to 

back down, but he got him. I think it was a cutter that just didn't break and a slider that stayed 

in the middle there." -- Bochy, on the Bumgarner-Stanton matchup 

"One mistake. In my mind, the one mistake the whole day was the pitch that I left over the 

middle to Bumgarner there. I had a chance with a runner on third base, if I can get a strikeout 

there, I got two outs [with] a runner on third base." -- Straily, who gave up three runs in five 

innings. 

SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 

Stanton has homered this year off three former MLB Cy Young Award-winners -- Max 

Scherzer, Felix Hernandez and R.A. Dickey.  

WHAT'S NEXT 

Giants: Matt Cain (3-5, 5.22) looks for his first win since May 15 to close out the series 
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Wednesday at 10:10 a.m. PT. Since then, he's 0-8 with a 5.97 ERA in 14 games (12 starts). 

Marlins: Miami closes out its homestand with a 1:10 p.m. ET start on Wednesday against the 

Giants. Jose Urena (10-5, 3.76) starts for Miami. The right-hander gave up three runs in five 

innings in a no-decision earlier in the season at San Francisco. 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Panik placed on 7-day DL as precaution 

Patrick Pinak 

 

MIAMI -- Joe Panik was placed on the 7-day concussion DL two days after he was hit in the 

head during a home-plate collision. 

The 26-year-old second baseman passed concussion tests Sunday after he was hit in the temple 

on a throw to the plate during the Giants' 6-2 loss in Game 2 to the Nationals on Sunday. The 

ball ricocheted off the sliding Panik and into the glove of Nats catcher Matt Wieters, who 

tagged him out. 

Full Game Coverage 

Giants manager Bruce Bochy said Panik felt worse on Tuesday than he did Monday. 

"He's still not feeling great," Bochy said. 

However, Panik felt fine on Monday, and Bochy noted he was available off the bench for 

Monday's 8-3 loss to the Marlins. But postgame, Giants GM Bobby Evans hinted the club may 

place Panik on the shelf for precautionary reasons, especially given he spent time on the DL 

with concussion-like symptoms last season. 

Panik is one of a few Giants dealing with concussion-related injuries. Brandon Belt is still a ways 

from returning after he was a hit by a pitch on the helmet earlier this month, while Michael 

Morse is likely out for the season after colliding with Jeff Samardzija on May 29, when tempers 

flared against the Nationals. 

If Panik is placed on the disabled list, outfielder Orlando Calixte will be activated. Bochy 

said Kelby Tomlinson will man second for the time being until Miguel Gomez(right knee), who 

will play in rehab games Thursday and Friday, is eligible to come off the 10-day DL this weekend 

to provide infield depth. 

Cueto throws 'pen 
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Johnny Cueto threw a 25-pitch bullpen session Tuesday at Marlins Park. It was the first time the 

right-hander threw off a mound since he sustained a mild right flexor strain during an Aug. 1 

rehab start. 

Bochy said Cueto will throw multiple bullpen sessions, ramping up the intensity with each one, 

before he'll be able to face live hitters. 

"We'll wait to see how he comes out of it before we have to schedule when he'll throw to 

hitters," Bochy said. 

 

 

 

NBCbayareasports.com 

Instant Analysis 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

SAN FRANCISCO — The main event Tuesday night in Miami was Madison Bumgarner vs. 

Giancarlo Stanton. After that was over, the Giants got to work.  

Carlos Moncrief, pinch-hitting for Bumgarner, sparked a three-run rally in the seventh as the 

Giants ran away with a 9-4 win over the Marlins. Moncrief’s RBI single tied the game and his 

aggressive base running led to the go-ahead run on a Stanton error.  

Here are five things to know from the second night in Miami, with an emphasis on two large 

gentlemen …  

—- Round 1 of Bumgarner-Stanton probably should have ended with a homer. Bumgarner 

started Stanton off with a cutter low, and then went way high for ball two. Another cutter 

nicked the inside of the plate for a strike. On 2-1, Bumgarner threw a 90 mph fastball that 

leaked over the heart of the plate. Stanton smoked it into left, but just for a single.  

—- Round 2 ended with Stanton homering for the 44th time this season, and sixth consecutive 

game. Bumgarner started the at-bat with a good curveball for a strike, but he got burned when 

he tried to go down in the dirt with a cutter. Buster Posey put his glove down a couple inches 

above the plate but the cutter never got down. Stanton crushed it 442 feet with an exit velocity 

of 107 mph. He watched it fly, and Bumgarner watched him run to first.  

—- Bumgarner won Round 3. Stanton fouled off a fastball and swung through a cutter on the 

way to 3-2. Bumgarner threw a hard curveball at Stanton’s back foot and he whiffed.  
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—- Stanton, Marcell Ozuna and Christian Yelich were 6-for-6 against Bumgarner coming into 

the fifth. He struck them all out in order that inning. Overall, Bumgarner gave up four earned on 

nine hits in six innings. He struck out four. Bumgarner also had an RBI single off the wall.  

—- Mark Melancon’s stuff has taken a step up since he returned. He hit 93 mph and threw a 

handful of sharp curveballs while getting through the seventh against the top of Miami’s lineup. 

SI.com 

The Yankees-Red Sox rivalry is back, and it could soon dominate baseball again 

Tom Verducci 

 

The previous renewal of the greatest rivalry in sports began on a November night in 

Nicaragua over whiskey, Cuban cigars and millions of dollars. It was Thanksgiving 

weekend, 2002. The Red Sox, having just finished their first season under new 

ownership, decided they had tired of the Yankees kicking sand in their faces. Their brand 

spanking new general manager, 28-year-old Theo Epstein, flew to Nicaragua to sign free 

agent Jose Contreras, a sturdy Cuban pitcher so steeped in mystique he answered to the 

nickname El Titan de Bronze, an homage to a heroic 19th-century general from that 

country. 

Under the advice of international scouting director Louis Elijaua, Epstein bought up all 

12 rooms at the hotel closest to where Contreras was training so that no other team 

could get near the pitcher. The nearest hotel was miles away. The Red Sox at last had 

outflanked the mighty Yankees, which is how Epstein and Elijaua came to be sharing 

drinks and smokes with Contreras and his agent with nary a New York official in sight. 

Contreras would be theirs for $23 million over three years. 

The next day Epstein returned to Contreras’ room to officially seal the deal. That’s when 

he saw two shadowy figures moving in and out of the room. They were with the 

Yankees, dispatched there with one assignment from owner George Steinbrenner: Come 

back with Contreras, or you’re fired. They offered $32 million to sign Contreras and keep 

their jobs. 

A bit later, Contreras asked to see Epstein. He was crying. 

“It’s nothing personal,” he said. “I had a better offer. They wouldn’t take no.” 

Boston lost to New York. Dog bites man. Ho hum. 

But this was different. The rivalry was elevated that night because the Red Sox, with 

owner John Henry’s money and Epstein’s brains, made the decision that they would spit 

in the Yankees’ eye. They would be a worthy challenger. 

Their history dated back to the beginning of the 20th century, and the two teams had 

finished first and second in the AL East for five straight years (with the Yankees on top 
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each time) and squared off in the 1999 ALCS. But over the next nine years (2003–11), 

Boston and New York took their rivalry to new heights. They again finished 1–2 and were 

separated by no more than eight games in eight of those nine years. They both reached 

the postseason in five of those years, and at least one made it every season. Each team 

won at least 89 games in 17 of those combined 18 seasons. They met in two epic, seven-

game ALCS clashes in 2003 and '04. The rivalry was the single greatest additive to the 

fueling of the greatest economic growth baseball had ever seen. 

After that 2011 season, however, the rivalry grew dormant. Epstein left to take over the 

Cubs, and though the Red Sox won the 2013 World Series, they also finished in last place 

in the AL East in '12, '14 and '15. The Yankees, increasingly saddled with expensive, 

declining veterans, were swept in the 2012 ALCS and averaged a pedestrian 85 wins over 

the next four years, with a wild-card game loss in '15 their only postseason appearance. 

Most notably, perhaps, the two teams haven’t finished within eight wins of one another 

in six years. 

This year, however, the rivalry is back. The teams are battling for a division title with 

five weeks to play, and the Nicaragua moment of these times might have come on 

Sunday night thanks to a swing by a 20-year-old kid known as Baby Face. 

In the ninth inning at Yankee Stadium, Rafael Devers, playing in just his 14th big league 

game, stepped in to bat against the hardest throwing man on the planet, New York 

closer Aroldis Chapman, with Boston trailing, 2–1, and down to its last two outs. 

Chapman had just blown away Hanley Ramirez with three straight fastballs, as 

thoroughly and powerfully as a pitcher can dismiss a professional hitter, with a stunned 

Ramirez looking back at Chapman as if contemplating hiring a lawyer for damages. 

Up next, Devers watched the first pitch whistle past him at 102 mph for a strike. Then he 

did something that broadcast everything you need to know about the kid’s precocious 

hitting ability: He stepped out of the box and fairly smirked. You could see him take 

measure of the pitch, looking like a tailor who had just put down his measuring tape 

after sizing his client for a custom suit. In his mind’s eye, he knew just what needed to 

be done, the calculus and craftsmanship whirring inside his head. 

The next pitch, also 102 mph, was not to the young artisan’s liking. He let it pass for a 

ball. The next one, still raging at the same speed, tested his calculations. He fouled it 

back, bringing a small grimace to his cherub face, knowing he was just a smidgen away 

from squaring it up. 

The fourth one, at precisely 102.8 mph, was the one that will live for as long as people 

talk Yankees and Red Sox with the hyphen in between. 

At the moment it left his hand, Chapman had faced 301 lefthanded hitters with two 

strikes in his career and never allowed a home run. 
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He had faced 387 straight lefthanded hitters regardless of count without allowing a 

homer. 

He had not allowed a home run on any of his last 646 pitches that were clocked at 100 

mph and above. 

He was impenetrable. 

Until he was not. 

The kid solved Chapman in four pitches, like one of those geniuses of spatial thinking 

who solve a Rubik's cube in under a minute. 

Devers blasted a home run to left-centerfield over the 399-foot sign. Chapman, who 

former manager Joe Maddon said is built like “wrapped steel,” crumbled in pain and 

surprise. Devers, with that little kid’s face and chubby body, fairly skipped around the 

bases as if blasting out of the middle school doors for recess. 

He is astonishing for such a young hitter. Devers is 6-foot, 195 pounds, and he does not 

hit with brutal strength, precise fundamentals or an impressive physique. Like Hank 

Aaron, he hits with the hands of a jeweler and the wrists of a blacksmith. The kid was 

born to hit. 

The Red Sox went on to a 3–2 win in 10 innings, and that home run was the moment the 

rivalry needed. We haven’t reached the final stages yet in the Five Stages of Giving Each 

Other Grief in a true rivalry (Denial, Pennant Race, Competing for Free Agents, Playoff 

Series, Actual Dislike), but the home run by Devers at least proved we’re on our way. 

Here’s why the rivalry is just beginning. Boston used six homegrown position players on 

Sunday, none older than 27 and all of them under team control through at least 2019: 

Devers, rightfielder Mookie Betts, leftfielder Andrew Benintendi, shortstop Xander 

Bogaerts, centerfielder Jackie Bradley Jr., and catcher Christian Vazquez. Pitchers Chris 

Sale, Rick Porcello and David Price will be right there with them through at least 2019. 

Across the field, the Yankees had their own core of 27-and-under hitters ready to stick 

together through at least 2019: leftfielder Aaron Hicks, shortstop Didi Gregorius, 

rightfielder Aaron Judge and catcher Gary Sanchez, with first baseman Greg Bird, second 

baseman Starlin Castro and outfielder Clint Frazier all on the disabled list. 

That’s 14 young position players who aren’t going anywhere for these next three 

seasons if their clubs want it that way. 

After taking two of three in the Bronx, the Red Sox headed back to Fenway Park with a 5 

1/2-game lead in the AL East. But they immediately gave one back, as the Yankees came 

back to beat the Mets in New York and the Indians clobbered Red Sox starter Doug 

Fister for 11 baserunners and five runs in less than five innings in a 7–3 win. 
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It was a reminder of Boston’s warts. It is a great team when either Sale or Drew 

Pomeranz starts (33–14), but a bad team otherwise (34–37). Price, with his balky elbow 

and fragile ego, is still playing catch on flat ground and trying to outrun a media 

firestorm of his own making. Setup relievers Matt Barnes and Addison Reed don’t trust 

their stuff to challenge hitters in the zone. There is no lefthanded specialist. The Sox are 

an aggressive but too often reckless team on the bases; they’ve run into 27% more outs 

on the bases than any other team in baseball. And they don’t have the offensive 

firepower to run away from the Yankees, who rank second in the AL in runs scored. 

As the New York series began last Friday, Boston manager John Farrell took inventory of 

his team, and put his finger on what was needed. 

“Bogaerts has still got to get going,” said Farrell, of his talented shortstop who hasn’t 

stung the ball nearly the same since he was plunked with a pitch on the hand last 

month. “He’s showing signs, but he’s not where he wants to be. The same with [first 

baseman Mitch] Moreland. He’s been better. But those two guys can be key for us.” 

While Boston was stumbling behind Fister, the Yankees made their own statement 

against the Mets, who arrived from across town like an order of chicken soup for the 

wounded soul. The Yanks immediately felt better after Judge tied the game in the sixth 

with a home run and Hicks and Sanchez added solo shots in the eighth to power a 4–2 

win. 

Judge is the biggest key for the Yankees. He has too much swing-and-miss in his game to 

be consistent right now. He has extreme home/road splits: In his first calendar year in 

the big leagues, he hit .224/.360/.441 on the road with half as many homers as he hit at 

Yankee Stadium. But he is a 40-homer guy on mistakes alone, and more still if he 

maintains the plate discipline he lost after the All-Star break. 

Judge appears to be a smart hitter and a hard worker, based on the adjustments he 

made in his first big league offseason (tamping down his leg kick, moving his hands 

behind him in his stance, raising his back elbow to load, and staying over his back hip 

longer to generate more power and launch to his swing). Now the improvement he 

needs must come from repetitions: pitch recognition and patterns. Last Friday, for 

instance, there were two outs, first base open and the lefty-hitting Gregorius on deck 

against the lefty Eduardo Rodriguez—an obvious pitch-around situation. Judge got 

himself out by swinging at four pitches out of the zone. 

Judge reminds me of Mark McGwire as a rookie. In 1987, McGwire set the rookie record 

with 49 homers, a number endangered by Judge, whose home run last night was No. 36. 

McGwire was simply a brute as a hitter. He overpowered the baseball. 

“I hit 49 home runs,” he once told me, “and I don’t know how I did. I really didn’t know 

what I was doing back then.” 
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Through their first 140 career games, McGwire and Judge look remarkably similar: 

CATEGORY MCGWIRE JUDGE 

Age 23 25 

Batting Average .265 .270 

Doubles 18 16 

Home Runs 43 40 

RBI 105 89 

Strikeouts 126 198 

The point is that we’re talking raw, generational power. If the 6'7" Judge makes pitchers 

come back into the strike zone, he can find the form he showed in the first half, when he 

simply played baseball without having to fill a role as ambassador of baseball and quite 

literally The Next Big Thing. 

Before the season started, Lee Mazzilli, a Yankees advisor and former big league player, 

coach and manager, asked Judge about his goals for the season. Mazzilli’s son had 

played with Judge in the Arizona Fall League. 

“I just want to be healthy and play,” the humble kid said. 

“No, really. What would you like to do?” 

“You know what? I don’t know what I can do. So that’s my goal this year: I want to find 

out what I’m capable of.” 

It was a window into Judge’s grounded approach. As this new version of the Yankees-

Red Sox rivalry starts to percolate—as the best September in this rivalry since 2011 

looms—it may have unofficially begun with Devers’ home run, but there is no dislike yet. 

No Bill Lee getting his shoulder wrenched, no Pedro Martinez taunting Jorge Posada and 

sending Yankees hitters to the hospital in pairs, no “Who’s Your Daddy?” and “Where Is 

Roger?” chants from the acerbic Greek choruses that make this rivalry so hot. 

There will be time for that. For now, the best September in this rivalry in six years 

awaits. Athens and Sparta collide seven more times—three times this weekend in 

Fenway, and four times at the Stadium starting two weeks after that. After Sept. 3, they 

go their separate ways, but always with an eye on one another. 
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ESPN.com 

MLB’s 2017 All-Disappointment Team 

David Schoenfield 

 

Hey, I'm just the messenger. Players have bad seasons. 

The players below are guys we expected to have good seasons. Some are veterans who might 

have hit the wall in their 30s. A couple are young guys who didn't have the projected breakout 

season. Maybe some played through injuries that affected their production. Some of them still 

have a chance at redemption with a strong stretch drive or big results in October. If that's the 

case, all will be forgiven. 

SP: Matt Harvey and Noah Syndergaard | New York Mets 

It's not really fair to include guys with injuries on this list, but there are some mitigating 

circumstances here. Harvey not only pitched poorly before getting injured -- a 5.25 ERA and 16 

home runs in 70 1/3 innings -- but also missed a game after he was spotted partying until 4 a.m. 

the night before. He initially lied about why he missed the game and was finally suspended for 

three games for violating team rules. 

As for Syndergaard, you have to question an offseason workout regimen in which he bulked up 

by 17 pounds. Nothing wrong with getting in great shape, but Syndergaard's reasoning: "I 

always want to throw harder." You throw hard enough! Your next step was to learn the finer 

points of pitching, not throwing harder. Five starts into his season he went down with a torn lat 

muscle. In July, he admitted to The New York Times, "I realize now how messed up my body 

was, and I'm working hard to get it back to normal." 

SP: Matt Moore, Johnny Cueto and Jeff Samardzija | San Francisco Giants 

These three have gone a combined 16-30 with a 5.10 ERA. But Samardzija has an awesome 

strikeout-to-walk ratio! Here's how bad the Giants have been, however: Even if this trio were 

30-16 instead of 16-30, they'd only be 60-56 and still out of a playoff spot. 

RP: Sam Dyson | Texas Rangers/San Francisco Giants 

Dyson leads major league relievers with seven losses, and while he's been better with the 

Giants, his awful April with the Rangers helped torpedo their season. He blew all three of his 

save chances and lost another game in the ninth inning, going 0-3 as the Rangers dropped all 

four of those games. He lost two more games in May as the Rangers finally dumped him with a 

10.80 ERA. 

C: Jonathan Lucroy | Texas Rangers/Colorado Rockies 

The Rangers gave up highly touted center-field prospect Lewis Brinson, plus a decent pitching 

prospect in Luis Ortiz, to acquire Lucroy at the 2016 trade deadline. Lucroy was outstanding 
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down the stretch for the Rangers to help them to the American League West title, but 2017 was 

a disaster. And as the Rangers plummeted out of the wild-card race, Lucroy was shipped to the 

Rockies for the lowly player to be named later. Not only has his home run production dropped 

from 24 to four, but his once-praised framing metrics haven't rated well, either. Among 31 

catchers with at least 200 plate appearances, Lucroy ranks 29th in FanGraphs WAR. 

1B: Miguel Cabrera | Detroit Tigers 

This is hard to believe for a player who has won two MVP awards with the Tigers and never 

finished lower than 13th in the voting since he came to Detroit in 2008, but Cabrera has been 

one of the least valuable players in the league. He's hitting .251/.337/.408, but the major 

league average at first base is .264/.346/.488. So he's been a below-average hitter for his 

position combined with below-average defense and poor baserunning, and his Baseball-

Reference WAR is minus-0.1. FanGraphs has him at 0.5. He's essentially been a replacement-

level player. 

While there's some evidence of bad luck, Cabrera's inability to pull the ball is a troubling sign of 

decay or undisclosed injury. While he's been one of the best hitters of all time because of his 

ability to hit with power to the opposite field, he's pulled just three home runs all season (and 

hit three to center); in 2016, he pulled 13 home runs and hit 10 to center. And the Tigers will 

owe Cabrera $184 million over the next six seasons. 

2B: Rougned Odor | Texas Rangers 

Odor is still just 23 years old, but his game has become so one-dimensional that his future not 

only as a potential star is now clearly in question, but so is his future as a viable long-term 

regular. He has 24 home runs, but he's hitting .215/.254/.417. He doesn't walk, he hasn't hit 

many doubles and his high chase rate means he simply gets himself out too often. The offense 

he does produce is helped by his home park, as he's hitting .192 on the road, with just 10 of his 

24 home runs. The Rangers are counting on him to be a core part, as they signed him to a 

contract that goes through 2023, but a player with a .254 OBP isn't going to last. 

3B: Maikel Franco | Philadelphia Phillies 

I considered Manny Machado, but he's been heating up of late and still plays plus defense. 

Maybe Machado isn't having an MVP-type season, but he's still a top-10 third baseman. Franco, 

on the other hand, is hitting .229/.284/.405, and that poor OBP combined with below-average 

defense pegs his WAR at minus-0.5. Am I the only one who thinks the Phillies' rebuilding isn't 

going that well? 

After a strong debut in 2015, Franco looked like he'd be a key guy, but it's becoming more likely 

that he's not going to be part of the next winning Phillies team. Some of the pitchers have 

backed up, and some of the top guys at Triple-A like J.P. Crawford and Jorge Alfaro haven't 

been good. There's a new wave of prospects in the lower minors, but that means the timetable 
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for contention is pushed back a few more years. 

SS: Brandon Crawford | San Francisco Giants 

With his Gold Glove defense and enough offense for a shortstop, Crawford ranked 23rd among 

all position players in WAR over 2015 and 2016. He's stopped hitting this year, however, as his 

OPS has dropped over 120 points. His defensive metrics are still solid but not spectacular. A lot 

has obviously gone wrong for the Giants, but Crawford's decline from underrated star to 

mediocre veteran is also potentially problematic because his salary increases in 2018 to $15.2 

million -- which he'll make for the next four seasons. 

Honorable mention: Dansby Swanson. I wasn't high on him, but I certainly didn't expect him to 

hit his way back to Triple-A. 

F: Kyle Schwarber | Chicago Cubs 

There are many candidates to choose from here, including some high-priced vets who haven't 

been any good such as Alex Gordon (0.4 WAR), Matt Kemp (minus-0.6 WAR) and Ian 

Desmond (minus-0.9 WAR). Ouch. But Gordon was bad last year, we already knew Kemp had 

defensive flaws, and Desmond was way overpaid. Schwarber, coming off his World Series 

heroics, was supposed to be special with the bat, which is why the Cubs kept him even with 

obvious defensive concerns. He's better than the .193/.307/.429 line he's put up, but with 105 

strikeouts in 89 games, he's going to have figure out an approach that works better for him. 

CF: Byron Buxton | Minnesota Twins 

Maybe it's unfair to compare a player to his draft and prospect pedigree, but that's the case 

with Buxton. He's an elite defender and 19-for-20 on the basepaths, but he hasn't carried over 

his monster September from 2016, when he hit .287 with nine home runs. There have been 

some improvements in walk and strikeout rate, but he's still fanning 30 percent of the time and 

has just five home runs. He's only 23, so a breakout is still possible, but it looks like he's going to 

be great-field, mediocre-hit at best. 

RF: Carlos Gonzalez | Colorado Rockies 

He's 155th of 159 qualified regulars in OPS+. His WAR is minus-1.6. He doesn't run anymore. 

Baseball reality: When you start to go downhill, you can fall off a cliff. 

DH: Mark Trumbo | Baltimore Orioles 

Remember when a big offseason story was, "How come nobody wants to sign Mark Trumbo?" 

Coming off that 47-homer season, Trumbo didn't get the mega-contract he sought and slinked 

back to the Orioles on a three-year deal. He's on pace for 24 home runs, and his slugging 

percentage is down 130 points. Apparently everyone knew what they were doing in not paying 

for his 2016 numbers. 
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ESPN.com 

Why MLB games are Five minutes longer this season 

Sam Miller 

 

Baseball commissioning must have seemed so easy at first. Rob Manfred took over in January 

2015, announced his intention to speed up the game and immediately got results. A nine-inning 

game shrank by six minutes from 2014 to 2015, matching the largest decrease ever. At that 

pace, baseball would be gone entirely within 30 years and Manfred could retire. 

But as with two-homer games on Opening Day, this pace would not hold. Baseball added back 

four minutes per contest last year, and this year's games will almost certainly set a new record. 

Despite a few small changes for the 2017 season -- requiring managers to decide more 

promptly whether to challenge an umpire's call and making intentional walks automatic -- the 

average nine-inning contest is now 3 hours, 5 minutes -- the longest average in baseball history 

and up five minutes from last year. That's also already the second-largest year-over-year 

increase since integration. And since games get slower with September call-ups, the final month 

will quite possibly add a minute or two to that average. 

Manfred, who remains insistent that the league will do something about this, has drawn a 

distinction between time of game and pace of game. As he told reporters in June: 

Time of game is often what happens on the field competitively. How many runs get scored, how 

many guys on base, how many times you change pitchers. Those are things I'm not looking to 

control. Because that's about the competition. That's up to the clubs. 

So, how much of the nine minutes added since 2015 fall under "what happens on the field 

competitively?" 

Complicated question. 

There are more plate appearances per game. 

On-base percentage bottomed out in 2014 and 2015, with the lowest leaguewide OBPs since 

the early 1970s. While strikeouts have continued to go up since then -- by more than a strikeout 

per game -- everything else has either held steady or benefited offenses: There are two-thirds 

of a walk more per game, 25 percent more home runs, slightly more hit batsmen and slightly 

fewer sacrifice bunts, sacrifice flies and runners caught stealing. 

The cumulative result is that each game will have almost one extra plate appearance -- 0.78, to 

be exact. This partial plate appearance is responsible for about 1 minute, 20 seconds per game. 

There are more pitches thrown per plate appearance. 
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This has been going on for decades, as the average matchup had gone from 3.57 pitches in 

1988 to 3.82 per PA in 2009. Batters have become more patient as OBP has supplanted batting 

average in prestige. Pitchers' higher velocity and nastier stuff have led to more swinging strikes 

(which generally elongate at-bats). And the strikeout paradox -- in which batters and pitchers 

have simultaneously pursued strategies leading to more strikeouts -- has led to deeper counts 

overall. 

After 2009, that figure of 3.82 pitches per PA held steady. We'd reached the peak, it seemed. 

The rate per at-bat didn't shift by more than one-hundredth of a pitch in either direction for six 

years, until, suddenly, it jumped to 3.87 in 2016 -- the highest one-year jump since pitch data 

started being recorded in 1988 -- and to 3.90 this year. An extra eight-hundredths of a pitch per 

plate appearance, applied to 76 PAs per game, adds six pitches. Each pitch lengthens an at-bat 

by about 24 seconds, so we've now added almost 2½ minutes more. 

Three minutes, 45 seconds are now accounted for. 

There are more plate appearances (and, thus, more pitches thrown) with runners on base. 

Pitchers universally take more time to throw the ball when there is a runner on base -- about 7 

extra seconds, on average -- and the aforementioned higher on-base percentage would tell us 

that a higher percentage of baseball is now happening with men on base. 

In fact, about 43.2 percent of all plate appearances now come with men on. In 2015, that figure 

was 42.9 percent. This doesn't actually do much to our clock: It means about one extra pitch 

per game will be thrown with men on, slowing us down by only about 7 seconds on average. 

There are more pitching changes. 

Pitching changes ramp up as the season gets late. But if we just look at the first halves of the 

past three years, we can see 2017 is on track to set a new record for pitchers per game per side: 

2015: 3.97 (4.11 for full season) 

2016: 4.02 (4.15) 

2017: 4.10 

Not all pitching changes add time to the game. Most new pitchers come in to start a new 

inning, but about a third are made in the middle of an inning, which means that since 2015 

there has been about one extra mid-inning pitching change for every 12 games. At about 2 

minutes, 20 seconds per pitching change, we've added 12 seconds per game. 

So we've accounted for a little more than four extra minutes. Where's the rest of the time 

coming from? 
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Defenses are taking more time between pitches. 

So, this one is complicated. FanGraphs uses PITCHf/x time stamps to track how long pitchers 

spend between offerings within an at-bat. They call this stat "pace," and it has been going up 

hard: 

2015: 22.8 seconds 

2016: 23.2 seconds 

2017: 24.3 seconds 

Multiplied across nearly 400,000 pitches, this alone accounts for 5½ minutes. So, easy: Make 

the pitchers speed up by putting in a pitch clock, as Triple-A and Double-A did -- with great 

success -- and as Manfred seems prepared to do next year with or without the blessing of the 

players' association. 

Except here's where it's a little complicated. Baseball Prospectus also uses PITCHf/x time 

stamps to track how long pitchers spend between offerings within an at-bat. They also call this 

stat "pace," and it has ... actually gone down: 

2015: 21.7 seconds 

2016: 21.8 seconds 

2017: 21.1 seconds 

The difference is in which intervals each method excludes as abnormal. FanGraphs tosses out 

any interval more than 50 seconds, and Baseball Prospectus throws out any more than 60 

seconds. This is based on the shared assumption that something other than "pitcher stares in 

for a sign" happened: a visit from the catcher, a batter writhing in pain after fouling one off his 

shin, a shortstop coming over to talk about who will cover second on a comebacker, whatever. 

But BP also throws out any intervals that include pickoff attempts. And it throws out any 

intervals following a foul ball. Foul balls generally take longer: The pitcher gets a new ball to rub 

up, the defense might have to get back in position after a chase, the batter is allowed to step 

out and adjust his batting gloves, etc. 

Whether one of these approaches is "right" is less important than the fact they give us two 

different data sets with two different trajectories, and our answer might be in the middle. 

In one set of a data -- the pitcher throws a pitch, then gets the ball back, then throws the pitch, 

then gets the ball back, and so on -- pitchers aren't working any more slowly this year than they 

did before. In fact, they're slightly faster! 

But in the other, the game has slowed and keeps slowing. This suggests it's the slowness caused 
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by mild interruptions -- even the rubbing up of a new ball, or the flip of a pickoff throw -- doing 

most of the damage to our schedules. It suggests pitchers, fielders and batters are taking more 

time to get back into rhythm after these interruptions. Where there's even the smallest 

pinprick in baseball's rhythm, wasted time rushes in to fill it. 

Manfred will keep trying, and he'll have successes and failures along the way. The bad news is 

"what happens on the field competitively" has naturally led to somewhat longer games -- more 

baserunners, more pitches, more pitching changes. The good news, though, is there is a lot of 

stuff happening between pitches none of us would miss all that much. Baseball's natural pitch-

catch-pitch-catch rhythm is fairly slow, but that's not what has been making it slower. To fix 

that, Manfred will need to seal the loopholes that let players interrupt the rhythm. 

 


