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Rosenthal: Digging into Harper’s 
defensive slide; Keuchel is more 
reliable than dominant; Syndergaard 
to Padres? 
 

By Ken Rosenthal  

 

Not surprisingly, agent Scott Boras has an explanation for the sharp decline in Bryce Harper’s defensive 

metrics during the 2018 season. 

The explanation derives from another of Boras’ free-agent clients, third baseman Mike Moustakas. 

Moustakas’ ratings at third base took a major dip in 2017, when he was coming off a season in which he 

appeared in only 27 games because of a torn ACL in his right knee. But once Moustakas’ leg was fully 

recovered, he rebounded defensively in 2018. 

Boras envisions Harper following the same pattern, saying the outfielder’s difficulties last season 

stemmed from the hyperextended left knee that sidelined him from Aug. 13 to Sept. 26, 2017. 

“His legs were flat-out tired,” Boras said. “It was the same thing with Moose. The rehab time in one 

offseason sometimes is not enough. Look at Moose’s defensive metrics at third base. They’re now all 

plus-plus. In ‘17, they weren’t there. Everyone goes, ‘It’s his body type.’ No, he had a leg injury.” 

Boras then referenced the defensive runs saved metric (DRS). 

“These plus-minus things, when it’s plus-plus-plus all the way through, and then you have a leg injury 

and it’s minus the next year, it always goes back to the plus,” the agent said. 

Moustakas, 30, combined for plus-five defensive runs saved in 2015 and 2016, then fell to minus-eight in 

2017 before recovering to plus-two in 2018. And while Moustakas is far from a fast runner, Statcast 

showed that he also gained the most sprint speed of any qualifying player in the majors from 2017 to 

2018, reflecting his improved conditioning and health. 

Harper, 26, was plus-nine in defensive runs saved in 2015, minus-three in 2016 and plus-four in 2017 

before falling to minus-26 in 2018. His arm also went from good to among the worst in the game, 

according to Sports Info Solutions. 

Teams interested in Harper must decide how much credence they put in Boras’ argument, and how much 

it affects their valuation of the player. The Nationals evidently were undeterred, making an offer to retain 

Harper on the final day of the season, albeit one they knew he was almost certain to refuse – 10 years, 

$300 million, according to the Washington Post. 

Playing 477 1/3 innings in center field, along with 860 2/3 in right, added to Harper’s physical burden. 

Remaining in right would ease the wear and tear on his legs, as would spending occasional time at first 

base and, if he signed with an American League team, DH. 

https://theathletic.com/author/ken-rosenthal/
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A move to first also would make Harper seemingly more attractive to the Yankees, who are uncertain at 

that spot but stacked in the outfield. Boras said he raised the possibility of such a position change with 

Harper long before he became a free agent. 

“Bryce and I had the discussion on working at first base two years ago,” Boras said. “He was a catcher for 

years prior to signing with the Nationals, so first base is very comfortable for him as he can make the 

infield skill throws. 

“This was done years in advance of free agency and had nothing to do with the Yankees’ outfield 

situation. The versatility of Bryce is value-added to any team. He has a history of playing all three outfield 

positions and has caught (if an emergency catcher is needed).” 

Harper took occasional groundballs and throws at first during spring-training drills and did sporadic early 

work at the position during the regular season, particularly when Ryan Zimmerman and Matt Adams were 

injured, a Nationals source said. 

‘The soft-contact genius of his era’ 

Hyperbole is a Boras specialty, but he isn’t necessarily exaggerating when he calls his top free-agent 

pitcher, left-hander Dallas Keuchel, “the soft-contact genius of his era” and “the greatest groundball 

pitcher in the game.” 

Over the past seven seasons, the entirety of Keuchel’s career, his 26.9 percent soft-contact rate ranks first 

among pitchers with 1,000 innings. His 59.6 groundball rate ranks first as well. 

Boras also makes the point that Keuchel’s statistics between his age-26 and age-30 seasons were 

comparable to Tom Glavine’s and superior to Andy Pettitte’s. 

If there’s a negative with Keuchel, who turns 31 on New Year’s Day, it’s that his command isn’t quite as 

good as his stuff and style might suggest. His 2015 Cy Young season aside, he’s more reliable than 

dominant — not that reliable is a bad thing. 

Syndergaard again in Padres’ sights 

The Padres, who first pursued Noah Syndergaard at the non-waiver deadline, remain interested in the 

Mets right-hander, according to major-league sources. 

Syndergaard, 26, is under control for three more seasons and projected to earn $5.9 million through 

arbitration in 2019, according to MLBTradeRumors.com. The Mets’ willingness to trade him is not 

known; the team’s public position is that it wants to build around its starting pitching, not break it apart. 

The Padres, however, represent a potentially appealing trade partner. Baseball America rates their farm 

system as the best in the game, and a trade of Syndergaard for multiple prospects would enable the Mets 

to address a variety of needs. 

The likelihood that the Mets secure long-term deals with Syndergaard and National League Cy Young 

Award winner Jacob deGrom seems slim, so it probably will behoove them to at least explore the trade 

market for one or the other. 

DeGrom, 30, who is under control for two more seasons, almost certainly would be the Mets’ preference 

to retain. He is homegrown (the Mets acquired Syndergaard in a trade from the Blue Jays in December 

2012), a more accomplished pitcher and more beloved by teammates and fans. 
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New Mets GM Brodie Van Wagenen, when he was deGrom’s agent at CAA, said the team needed to 

either sign deGrom long-term or trade him. Van Wagenen now is in position to act on his words. DeGrom 

and Syndergaard are still represented by CAA. 

Managerial merry-go-round … on hold 

The delay in the Dodgers’ effort to sign manager Dave Roberts to an extension is not cause for alarm, 

sources say. Roberts is vacationing in Italy, and the Dodgers are busy trying to find a replacement for 

free-agent catcher Yasmani Grandal, not to mention a new third-base coach, at least one hitting coach and 

possibly an executive to replace GM Farhan Zaidi, who left to become president of baseball operations for 

the Giants. 

The Dodgers already have exercised Roberts’ option for 2019, so it’s not as if they face time pressure. 

Roberts also need not worry, knowing that if the talks somehow collapse, other jobs are all but certain to 

open over the next 12 months. 

The Cubs’ Joe Maddon, Giants’ Bruce Bochy and Marlins’ Don Mattingly are entering the final years of 

contracts. The Mets’ Mickey Callaway must prove himself to a new GM. The Phillies’ Gabe Kapler, 

Mariners’ Scott Servais, Nationals’ Dave Martinez and Padres’ Andy Green are among the other 

managers who might fall under scrutiny, depending on how their clubs fare. 

A number of high-profile former managers remain available — Joe Girardi, John Farrell, Buck Showalter, 

John Gibbons. But of the five managers hired this offseason, only one, the Angels’ Brad Ausmus, had 

previous major-league experience. 

The Orioles’ job remains open. 

Around the horn 

• The Rangers’ two-year agreement with free-agent catcher Jeff Mathis might seem curious, given that 

Mathis turns 36 on March 31 and batted only .200 with a .544 OPS in 218 plate appearances for the D-

Backs last season. But teams covet Mathis for his defense, as detailed by Sports Info Solutions. 

Mathis appeared in only 69 games last season, yet he still led all catchers with 17 defensive runs saved. 

He had the highest pitch-blocking success rate and also ranked among the leaders in pitch framing. 

Rangers catchers last season combined for minus-21 defensive runs saved. Only the White Sox, at minus-

27, were worse. 

• A past connection worth noting as the free-agent market starts to develop: Angels GM Billy Eppler was 

part of the Yankees’ front office when New York signed left-handed reliever Andrew Miller to a four-

year, $36 million free-agent contract in December 2014. 

Miller, who turns 34 in May, is again a free agent, and clubs are examining his medical records, knowing 

he went on the disabled list on three occasions with knee, shoulder and hamstring issues last season, with 

patellar tendinitis in his right knee being the most nagging. 

The Angels need pitching of all kinds, yet it’s possible they will trade right-hander Blake Parker, who led 

the team with 14 saves last season, if they get a deal they like. 

• In 2014, only seven teams were known to employ the “file-and-trial” approach to salary arbitration, in 

which clubs treat the figure exchange date as a hard deadline, going straight to a hearing if no deal is 

reached. 
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The number of teams employing the strategy has steadily increased in the years since, and sources say the 

union anticipates that all 30 clubs will use it this offseason, potentially leading to an increased number of 

hearings. 

The clubs believe the “file-and-trial” system encourages settlements, often at more favorable terms than 

they might have negotiated otherwise. But 22 cases went to hearings last year, the most in at least 25 

years, a source said. 

• The departure of Mariners third-base coach Scott Brosius, who is leaving to pursue other opportunities, 

means only two coaches remain from manager Scott Servais’ original staff in 2016 — bench coach 

Manny Acta and first-base coach Chris Prieto. 

Bullpen coach Mike Hampton resigned in July 2017. Bench coach Tim Bogar and first-base coach Casey 

Candaele were fired after the 2017 season. Pitching coach Mel Stottlemyre Jr. was not retained after this 

season. Hitting coach Edgar Martinez stepped down and became an organizational hitting coach. 

Perry Hill and Tim Laker reportedly are finalizing contracts to join Servais’ staff in 2019. 
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AFL Report: Wrapping up the season 
with standouts from around the league 
By Emily Waldon  

 

Almost as quickly as it arrived, the Arizona Fall League will come to an end this weekend. 

Split between two divisions, the league has played host to six teams of roughly 180 players from all 30 

major-league clubs. 

The Peoria Javelinas, consisting of prospects from the Braves, Brewers, Padres, Mariners and Rays have 

already clinched a place in the championship game slated for Saturday, Nov. 17. The Javelinas lead the 

league in home runs, RBI, OBP%, SLG% and OPS through 27 games, sitting second overall in runs, hits, 

triples, and batting average. They’ll be facing the Salt River Rafters, home club to prospects from the 

Diamondbacks, Rockies, Marlins, Twins and Nationals. Salt River sits atop the league in hits, batting 

average and stolen bases, and was second only to Peoria in runs scored. 

With this being the final week of the AFL, we’re taking a look at the players who showed some of the 

most impressive work with their respective clubs. For the players, these last weeks have been an 

opportunity to polish what skills they already have, and for their parent clubs, it’s been an opportunity to 

observe their progress in a comfortable climate. 

Here are my selections for the standouts from the 2018 Arizona Fall League. 

East Division 

Salt River Rafters 

Teams: Diamondbacks | Rockies | Marlins | Twins | Nationals 

Manager: Tommy Watkins (Twins) 

Pitcher of the Fall: Jesus Tinoco, RHP, Rockies 

15.2 IP, 1.72 ERA, 11 H, 3 ER, 6 BB, 14 K 

 

Runner-up: Jordan Yamamoto, RHP, Marlins 

Originally signed out of Venezuela by the Blue Jays, Jesus Tinoco was sent to Colorado in the exchange 

for Troy Tulowitzki and LaTroy Hawkins in 2015. Tinoco, 23, works two above-average offspeed 

offerings in his curve and slider, adding a developing changeup and a 93-96 mph fastball with good sink. 

Over 10 outings in Arizona, Tinoco held his ERA to 1.72, striking out 14 and walking six. Tinoco is still 

ironing out some mechanical inconsistencies but showed progress in Arizona that will hopefully carry 

into 2019. 

Player of the Fall: Tyler Nevin, 1B, Rockies 

54 AB, .426/.535/.593, 23 H, 9 R, 3 2B, 3 3B, 20 RBI  

 

Runner-up: Sam Hilliard, RF, Rockies 

After an up-and-down battle with his health, Tyler Nevin’s performance in Arizona left little doubt that 

he’s ready to go — and that’s exactly what the Rockies have been hoping for. 

https://theathletic.com/author/emily-waldon/
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At 6-4 and 200 pounds, Nevin already commands attention, and a 1.126 OPS only adds to the appeal. 

Nevin, 21, also put his contact rate on display this fall. There isn’t the degree of power you’d expect from 

someone of Nevin’s build, but his five strikeouts over 54 at-bats show plenty of patience and a sharp eye 

in the making. 

If Nevin can stay healthy, what he showed at full strength could be a real asset for Colorado down the 

road. 

Mesa Solar Sox 

Teams: Red Sox | Cubs | Tigers | Angels | Athletics 

Manager: Lou Marson (Angels) 

Pitcher of the Fall: Eduardo Jimenez, RHP, Tigers 

13.2 IP, 1.32 ERA, 8 H, 2 ER, 2 BB, 12 K 

 

Runner-up: Erick Leal, RHP, Cubs 

Reunited with his former pitching coach, Jorge Cordova, High-A reliever Eduardo Jimenez provided a 

promising trend with his work out in Arizona. 

One of multiple high-heat arms in the Tigers’ farm on a quest for command, Jimenez made some 

Cordova-directed mechanical tweaks that resulted in some of his strongest work on the year. 

For Jimenez to advance, consistency is key and this is the type of outing that Detroit needs to continue to 

see from him. 

Player of the Fall: Nico Hoerner, SS, Cubs 

89 AB, .337/.362/.506, 30 H, 10 R, 4 2B, 4 3B, 1 HR, 11 RBI  

 

Runner-up: Eli White, SS, Athletics 

Quickly acknowledged as one of the hardest-working players to arrive in Arizona, Nico Hoerner found a 

way to set himself apart and did so quickly, specifically at the plate. 

Still fresh into his career, the Cubs’ 2018 first-round pick is a sound defender. It’s still being debated on 

whether Hoerner will stay at shortstop or if a move to second base may occur. 

Hoerner, 21, has an innate ability to maneuver the barrel with advanced strike zone control, and as he 

showed this fall, contact comes naturally. There is a lot of growth ahead for Hoerner, but his progress 

over such a short period of time has been impossible to ignore. 

Scottsdale Scorpions 

Teams: Reds | Astros | Mets | Phillies | Giants 

Manager: Willie Harris (Giants) 

Pitcher of the Fall: Forrest Whitley, RHP, Astros 

26 IP, 2.42 ERA, 18 H, 7 ER, 7 BB, 36 K 

 

Runner-up: J.B. Bukauskas, RHP, Astros 

Despite a shortened regular season campaign, Forrest Whitley entered the Fall League season as the most 

seasoned arm to keep an eye on. 
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Whitley played as advertised, despite having to shake off a bit of rust early on. Whitley, who just turned 

21 in September, has an arsenal that sits an easy above-average to plus across the board. Over 26 innings, 

Whitley carried a 0.96 WHIP, and lead the league with 36 strikeouts. 

Out of all the arms in Arizona this fall, Whitley is poised to move the quickest in 2019. 

Player of the Fall: Taylor Trammell, CF, Reds 

84 AB, .298/.359/.393, 25 H, 10 R, 4 2B, 2 3B, 6 RBI  

 

Runner-up: Abraham Toro, 3B, Astros 

Since his CBA selection in 2016, Taylor Trammell’s ascent through the Reds’ farm system has been 

steady. Trammell, 21, was among the Scorpions’ hits leaders throughout the entire season. 

Trammell is a well-proportioned 6-2, 195 pounds, with an ability to barrel the ball from a fluid compact 

stroke. He’s able to run the game at his pace, producing good plate patience. 

While he isn’t the flashiest hitter, Trammell works equally well on both offense and defense and has 

shown this fall that his work on both sides of the ball is only getting stronger. 

West Division 

Peoria Javelinas 

Teams: Braves | Brewers | Padres | Mariners | Rays 

Manager: Daren Brown (Mariners) 

Pitcher of the Fall: Anthony Misiewicz, LHP, Mariners 

16.1 IP, 2.76 ERA, 13 H, 5 ER, 4 BB, 13 K 

 

Runner-up: Thomas Burrows, LHP, Braves 

A 15th-round pick for the Mariners in 2015, Anthony Misiewicz has had to build his identity on deception 

more than on pure stuff. Misiewicz, 24, leads off with an above-average low-80s curveball, 

complimenting a low-90s fastball and a below-average changeup. 

The Michigan State alum worked five outings this fall, leaning on pitchability and enough consistency to 

allow him to throw strikes. Misiewicz doesn’t dazzle, but his production in Arizona was enough to stand 

out of the crowd. 

Player of the Fall: Buddy Reed, CF, Padres 

66 AB, .333/.397/.485, 22 H, 13 R, 5 2B, 1 3B, 1 HR, 6 RBI  

 

Runner-up: Keston Hiura, 2B, Brewers 

In addition to the value that being a switch-hitter brings, Buddy Reed showed this fall that not only can he 

handle hitting from either side, but he can do it with some added power. 

Reed makes his living off of pure athleticism, plus-plus speed and a fearless ability on the base path. The 

23-year-old held a key role in multiple occasions for Peoria this fall, adding his developing skill set to 

both sides of the ball. 

In addition to some adjustments to his swing, Reed is honing in on his identity as a hitter and should show 

more of the same power in 2019. 
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Surprise Saguaros 

Teams: Royals | Pirates | Cardinals | Rangers | Blue Jays 

Manager: Stubby Clapp (Cardinals) 

Pitcher of the Fall: Nate Pearson, RHP, Blue Jays 

20.1 IP, 6.20 ERA, 23 H, 14 ER, 13 BB, 23 K 

 

Runner-up: Evan Kruczynski, LHP, Cardinals 

Nate Pearson’s work out west went far beyond a stat line. Pearson’s dominant fastball (which reached 105 

mph at one point) wasn’t without flaw, but the growth and self-correction leading into the final weeks of 

the league set Pearson apart. 

Led by an above-average slider, Pearson’s three-pitch offspeed mix had to work to locate throughout his 

six starts, but leading into his final two starts, things began to click. To end the year, the 22-year-old 

elbowed his way through a combined nine scoreless frames for Surprise. 

As Pearson’s arsenal continues to take shape, he’s poised to advance quickly. 

Player of the Fall: Vladimir Guerrero Jr., 3B, Blue Jays  

77 AB, .351/.409/.442, 27 H, 8 R, 7 2B, 17 RBI 

Runner-up: Cole Tucker, SS, Pirates 

It was already solidified that Vladimir Guerrero Jr. would be the top offensive prospect even before he 

arrived in Arizona. Much to the dismay of the fans, Guerrero didn’t post a home run, instead putting his 

bat speed on display, along with solid base running and defensive work at third base. 

The combination of hand/eye coordination and natural raw strength, along with his patience at the plate, 

make Guerrero more challenging to opposing pitchers as each year passes. With his serviceable play at 

the infield corner, he’s being propelled to a Major League debut in 2019. 

 

Glendale Desert Dogs 

Teams: Orioles | White Sox | Indians | Dodgers | Yankees 

Manager: Dave Anderson (Orioles) 

Pitcher of the Fall: Chris Lee, LHP, Orioles 

20.2 IP, 3.05 ERA, 18 H, 7 ER, 8 BB, 13 K 

 

Runner-up: Ben Holmes, LHP, Dodgers 

Although pitching was in short supply across the league this fall, Glendale, in particular, struggled on the 

mound. But there was a silver lining: Desert Dog Chris Lee sat among the more impressive pitchers able 

to produce. 

The 26-year-old Double-A Baltimore lefty struggled with inconsistency during the regular season, turning 

his trip to Arizona into a perfect opportunity to polish off his arsenal. Lee, who mixes a hard, above-

average slider and a mid-90s fastball is teetering on the line of needing to produce for Baltimore and will 

hope to carry a solid fall performance into next season. 

Player of the Fall: Ryan McKenna, CF, Orioles 

61 AB, .344/.474/.590, 21 H, 16 R, 6 2B, 3 3B, 1 HR, 9 RBI 
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Runner-up: Yu Chang, SS, Indians 

After introducing himself during the regular season with a career-best .315 batting average between High-

A and Double-A, Ryan McKenna carried his quiet success story into his work this fall. 

The 21-year-old can work corner to corner of the field with enough line-drive power to do some damage. 

Posting multiple four-hit games, the outfielder proved contact was no issue. McKenna’s ability to barrel 

the ball, despite below-average natural power, has positioned McKenna to be a top name to watch in 

Baltimore’s pipeline in 2019. 
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Who will Padres protect from Rule 5 Draft? 
With MLB's best farm system, SD will have tough 40-man decisions 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
7:07 AM PST 
 

SAN DIEGO -- The Padres' Rule 5 Draft intentions have changed drastically in the past three 
years. 

In 2015 and '16, they combined to select seven players from the rosters of other teams during 
the Rule 5 Draft, which is staged each December on the final day of the Winter Meetings. This 
year, they boast MLB Pipeline's top-rated farm system, and a handful of their prospects must 
be added to the 40-man roster -- or they'll be at risk of being selected by another club. 

"From our own standpoint of protecting players, that's ratcheted up a little bit," said Padres 
general manager A.J. Preller. 

The deadline to add those prospects looms on Tuesday. The Padres currently have a full roster, 
but it shouldn't be all that difficult to clear space for a handful of youngsters. 

To be eligible for the Rule 5 Draft, a player must have gone through five Minors seasons without 
being added to the 40-man roster -- or four if they were signed at age 19 or older. If a player is 
selected in the Rule 5 Draft, he must remain with his new Major League club for an entire 
season or be offered back to his original team. 

Here's a breakdown of the most notable Rule 5 eligible players in the Padres' system. 

Chris Paddack  
No. 5 prospect, 22-year-old right-hander 
Status: Expected to be added to 40-man roster 

There's no easier decision than this one. Paddack is one of the fastest-rising pitching prospects 
in baseball. Between Class A Advanced and Double-A last season, he recorded a mind-
boggling 120 strikeouts to just eight walks while notching a 2.10 ERA. Paddack will be invited to 
big league camp and is expected to debut at some point in 2019. But after missing the '17 
season due to Tommy John surgery, he'll be limited again, innings-wise. 

. 26th, 2018 

Anderson Espinoza  
No. 12 prospect, 20-year-old right-hander 
Status: Expected to be added to 40-man roster 

Espinoza still hasn't pitched above Class A, and he missed the entire 2018 season because of 
Tommy John surgery. He's scheduled to face hitters for the first time in Spring Training, and it's 
not a guarantee that another club would take a shot on him in next month's Rule 5 Draft. The 
Padres probably aren't going to give those clubs a chance. Espinoza's upside is too great, and 
on a roster that won 66 big league games last season, it shouldn't be hard to find room for him. 

. 18th, 2018 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
https://www.mlb.com/news/top-10-farm-systems-in-mlb/c-288576958
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/aj-preller-padres-to-prep-for-rule-5-draft/c-300594314
http://m.mlb.com/player/663978/chris-paddack
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/659262/anderson-espinoza
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Austin Allen 
No. 25 prospect, 24-year-old catcher 
Status: Expected to be added to 40-man roster 

The Padres are already talking as though Allen is a part of their 40-man roster. Said Preller last 
week: "At the catcher position, it's a hard spot to find talent, and we have three really good 
ones." That's Austin Hedges, Francisco Mejia and Allen. In the long term, it could be hard to 
find playing time for Allen (unless Hedges or Mejia gets dealt). Allen is an excellent hitter, but his 
defense has always lagged behind a bit. For now, however, Allen is a lock to be added to the 
40-man, and he'll most likely open the season at Triple-A El Paso. 

20th, 2018 

Edward Olivares  
No. 28 prospect, 22-year-old outfielder 
Status: Likely to be added to 40-man roster 

Olivares landed with the Padres in the deal that sent Yangervis Solarte to Toronto. It's hard to 
see San Diego risking his departure. Olivares hit .277/.321/.429 with Class A Advanced Lake 
Elsinore this season. He's still a long way from being big league ready, but, again, the Padres 
almost certainly have room for him. 

Pedro Avila  
No. 29 prospect, 21-year-old right-hander 
Status: Questionable, could be added to 40-man roster 

With Avila, we're getting into question-mark territory. No doubt, the Padres like his stuff -- 
particularly a pair of swing-and-miss offspeed offerings. But he notched a 4.27 ERA at Lake 
Elsinore with far too many walks. If he's left unprotected, it's worth wondering whether another 
club would swoop in. 

Hansel Rodriguez  
Unranked, 21-year-old right-hander 
Status: Questionable, could be added to 40-man roster 

Rodriguez, who was traded straight up for Melvin Upton Jr. in 2016, has only made eight 
appearances at Class A Advanced, and he was recently shut down in the Arizona Fall League 
because of olecranon stress reaction issues in his elbow. The club doesn't believe surgery will 
be required. But given the injury -- and his 4.36 career ERA over five Minor League seasons -- 
it's hard to envision a team taking a flier on Rodriguez for their big league roster. (Of course, 
Preller himself has taken similar chances in the past.) 

Ty France 
Unranked, 24-year-old third baseman 
Status: Questionable, could be added to 40-man roster 

A year ago, the Padres left their Minors home run leader unprotected for the Rule 5 Draft. Now, 
there are about 29 other clubs who could use the services of Franmil Reyes, after Reyes put 
forth a brilliant rookie season out of nowhere. That's all to say: Leaving France unprotected 
could amount to the same thing. The San Diego State product batted .267/.355/.464 last season 

http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/642336/francisco-mejia
http://m.mlb.com/player/658668/edward-olivares
http://m.mlb.com/player/500208/yangervis-solarte
http://m.mlb.com/player/658648/pedro-avila
http://m.mlb.com/player/650142/hansel-rodriguez
http://m.mlb.com/player/425834/melvin-upton-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
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with 22 homers between Double-A and Triple-A. The Padres need to ask themselves whether 
his bat will translate at the next level. 

Trevor Megill 
Unranked, 24-year-old right-hander 
Status: Questionable, could be added to 40-man roster 

There could be a spot for Megill on a big league roster -- if a team were willing to stash him at 
the back of a bullpen. He posted a 3.35 ERA between Lake Elsinore and San Antonio last 
season, and his fastball sits in the mid-90s. Now it's just a matter of whether the Padres would 
sacrifice a player currently on the 40-man to protect him. 

Other notable Rule 5 eligible players: 1B Kyle Overstreet, 1B Brad Zunica, OF Michael 
Gettys, LHP Travis Radke, RHP Gerardo Reyes 

Reyes might be the most intriguing of this group. The 25-year-old righty reliever posted a 29 
percent strikeout rate in the Minors last season, and another club might be willing to take a shot 
(if the Padres aren't.) As for Gettys, a one-time top-15 prospect for the club, he's fallen off quite 
a bit. Gettys has always been an excellent defender, but he's striking out at a 35 percent clip in 
the Minors, and he's not adding nearly enough power to justify his addition to the roster. 

 
 

http://m.mlb.com/player/622103/gerardo-reyes

