
September 29, 2017  Page 1 of 18 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Clips 

 

(September 29, 2017) 
 



September 29, 2017  Page 2 of 18 
 

Today’s Clips Contents 

FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIME (Page 3)  

 Angels lose final road game of the season to White Sox 

FROM THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER (Page 4)   

 As Justin Upton ponders his future with Angels, winning is key 

 Angels blow late lead in loss to White Sox 

FROM ANGELS.COM (Page 7)  

 Angels can't hold late lead in series finale 

 Halos foresee better days ahead for Cron 

 Skaggs starts Angels' final series opener 

FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS (Page 11) 

 Brantly, White Sox rally in 8th to top Angels, 5-4 

 Angels, Mariners try to finish strong  

FROM ESPN.COM (Page 14) 

 Shortstops are toying with Albert Pujols, and other Statcast lessons 



September 29, 2017  Page 3 of 18 
 

                                                            FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES                                                                   

Angels lose final road game of the season to White Sox  

By Pedro Moura 

The second busload of Angels arrived at Guaranteed Rate Field at 4 p.m. Thursday, carry-ons in tow, 

ready for one last postgame flight across much of the United States. 

Seventeen hours earlier, they had been eliminated from postseason contention, and the club’s collective 

gaze turned toward 2018. Unsurprisingly, many of the position players received the day off, though the 

news came as a surprise to some. 

“Well,” second baseman Brandon Phillips said as he eyed the lineup card, “I guess I’m not playing 

today.” 

Phillips missed two games earlier this month because of a back strain. Justin Upton, the Angels’ other 

Aug. 31 acquisition, had played every September game, as had Mike Trout and the rest of the regulars. 

Without them, the Angels lost their last road game of 2017, 5-4, to the Chicago White Soxbefore an 

announced crowd of 19,596. The defeat ensured the Angels (78-81) will go at least three years between 

winning seasons. 

The Angels managed more extra-base hits than singles. Eric Young Jr. doubled in a run, Carlos Perez 

homered in two, and C.J. Cron produced a sacrifice fly. Six relievers held the White Sox to six singles and 

two runs until Jesse Chavez floundered with two outs in the eighth inning. 

Rob Brantly’s two-run homer tied the score. After Tim Anderson singled, the White Sox took the lead 

because left fielder Ben Revere, oddly, threw straight to second base on Rymer Liriano’s single. Because 

of that decision and because of Revere’s weak arm, Anderson scored all the way from first, a rare 

occurrence at the sport’s highest level. 

“A long, unprotected throw with no cutoff man is what got us tonight,” Angels manager Mike 

Scioscia said. 

Again, the Angels conveniently chose to start Bud Norris, their closer for much of this season. Thursday 

marked his 60th appearance of 2017. Had all of those come out of the bullpen, Norris would have 

received a $500,000 bonus per the terms of his contract. 

But, because he made three starts after Andrew Heaney hurt his shoulder Sept. 9, Norris won’t get the 

money. Fifty-seven relief appearances and three starts, for him, were not as valuable as 60 relief 

appearances. Earlier this month, Scioscia said he was unaware of the incentives in the pitcher’s contract. 

As Norris took the mound Thursday, the White Sox trolled him, inadvertently or not. The giant 

scoreboard in center field read: “Norris is the first pitcher in franchise history to start a game after 

recording at least 19 saves earlier in the year.” 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/los-angeles-angels-ORSPT000001-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/u.s.-cellular-field-PLTRA0000163-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/brandon-phillips-PESPT000010334-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/justin-upton-PESPT000010472-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/chicago-white-sox-ORSPT000167-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-young-jr.-PESPT0015632-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/tim-anderson-PESPT0016787-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/ben-revere-PESPT0015503-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/rymer-liriano-PESPT0015354-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-scioscia-PECLB005383-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-scioscia-PECLB005383-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/bud-norris-PESPT000010292-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/andrew-heaney-PESPT0015808-topic.html
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Norris, 32, threw three scoreless innings, replacing Heaney one last time. 

To contend next season, the Angels will require more starting pitchers they can count on to complete 

the year. They know that. Garrett Richards and Tyler Skaggs, who missed most of this season because of 

injuries, will have to reach innings totals they have not reached since 2015 and 2014. 

Asked before Thursday’s game if the Angels planned to discuss and develop a plan to maximize both 

pitchers’ time on the mound given those restrictions, Scioscia did not answer directly. 

“I don’t want to talk about the offseason too much,” the manager said. “But it’s not the end of the world 

if a pitcher can’t hit the 200-inning mark. So, these guys all have enough starts to get the innings you 

would need for a lion’s share of the season. Hopefully, they’re functional innings that are helping you 

win games.” 

He added that he detected no “perceived deficiencies” in either pitcher’s capacity to log full 2018 

seasons. And he suggested that learning the range of possibilities to await could have as much value as 

predicting one. 

“It’s not only just guidelines,” Scioscia said. “It’s also expectations. Where can you expect some guys to 

be? We’ll look at that and get ready. What’s best for these players will be best for us.” 

Short hops 

Twenty-three major league teams have won playoff games since the Angels last won one Oct. 22, 2009. 

Of the seven who have not, two, Colorado and Minnesota, have a chance to win this year. …The Angels 

entered Thursday on pace to pick 17th in the 2018 MLB draft. Seven teams entered the day within four 

losses of them. So, there is draft ground to gain over the season’s final days. …The Angels hoped to use 

more relievers in multi-inning roles this season, and rookie right-hander Keynan Middleton’s two-inning 

stint Wednesday hinted that he could be entrusted with the job in 2018. It was his longest appearance 

of the season, but he has recent starting experience in the minor leagues. “Just because we didn’t use 

him in that role," Scioscia said, “doesn’t mean he wasn’t capable of doing it. I thought he threw the ball 

really well.” 

 

                                                      FROM THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER                                                                  

As Justin Upton ponders his future with Angels, winning is key 

By Jeff Fletcher    

CHICAGO — With just about a month of experience wearing an Angels uniform, and just about a month 

before deciding if he wants to keep wearing one, Justin Upton explained what will factor into his decision. 

“Winning,” he said. Then he paused, and added: “Winning.” 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-draft-EVSPR000169-topic.html
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That’s the very short list, apparently. 

Upton, 30, has already earned about $100 million since he was the No. 1 pick in the 2005 draft, so it’s 

understandable if squeezing every extra nickel out of his contract isn’t at the top of his list. 

And how does Upton feel about the Angels’ chances of meeting his key requirement? 

“There’s a good young core,” he said before the Angels played the Chicago White Sox on Thursday night, 

their first game after being eliminated from postseason contention. “There are definitely some areas we 

could have been better down the stretch, but there are some good young arms, good young pieces. There 

is definitely room to get better and be a competitor.” 

The Angels acquired Upton on Aug. 31, sending the Tigers two minor league pitchers. They added him, 

knowing that he could still opt out after the season, because they believed he could put them over the top 

to get to the postseason. 

Although the Angels didn’t make it, Upton has hit .247 with seven homers and a .906 OPS, heading into the 

final weekend. Overall, he’s finishing one of his best seasons, with a .274 average, 35 homers, 109 RBI and 

a .904 OPS. 

By a deadline three days after the end of the World Series, Upton will decide whether he wants to be a 

free agent, or remain with the Angels for the next four years, making $88.5 million. 

As of now, Upton isn’t saying much about his upcoming decision. 

“Even if I was leaning one way or the other, I probably wouldn’t tell you,” he said with a smile. 

It’s difficult to project how much better Upton could do financially if he hits the free agent market again. 

Sluggers aren’t valued as much as they were a decade ago, because teams appreciate the value of well-

rounded players who offer speed and defense. Just two years ago, Upton lingered on the free agent 

market until January, and he didn’t even get as much as Jason Heyward. 

“It was different,” Upton said of the free agent experience. “Definitely not what I expected.” 

All he says is that he wants to win, and the Angels certainly appear to be able to offer the chance to 

contend, especially if he stays. The Angels also have at least $50 million of free payroll space to upgrade in 

other spots. 

Upton, who originally signed with the Arizona Diamondbacks, also still lives in Arizona. He said his wife is 

from the west, too. Upton expressed an interest in staying on the West coast two years ago, Angels 

general manager Billy Eppler said, but at the time the Angels and Upton couldn’t reach a deal. 

And, the Angels offer something no other team can match: the chance to play next to Mike Trout. 

“It’s fun,” Upton said. “He’s fun to watch every day. He’s a good dude, a good clubhouse guy. I’ve enjoyed 

it.” 
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ALSO 

Yunel Escobar (strained oblique) is continuing to rehab in Arizona, but Manager Mike Scioscia said he will 

not be able to play in the final weekend of the season. Escobar is a free agent at the end of the season, and 

unlikely to be re-signed. … 

Andrew Heaney, who would have started Thursday night if the Angels had not been eliminated, said he 

was disappointed, but he is confident that he’s fully recovered from the shoulder inflammation that cost 

him his last two starts. 

Angels blow late lead in loss to White Sox  

By Jeff Fletcher  

CHICAGO — Carlos Perez made the most of a rare opportunity to start on Thursday, as most of the Angels 

regulars had the day off following their elimination from the playoff race. 

Perez hit a two-run homer in the fifth inning of the Angels’ 5-4 loss to the Chicago White Sox. Perez came 

into the game with just one hit in 16 at-bats in nine games. He spent almost the entire season at Triple-

A, losing playing time to Martin Maldonado and Juan Graterol. 

Twitter Ads info and privacy 

Perez also handled seven pitchers, as the Angels used a corps of relievers to work the game. Bud Norris 

started and pitched three scoreless innings, followed by Jose Alvarez, Noé Ramirez, Blake Wood, Eduardo 

Paredes, Fernando Salas and Jesse Chavez. 

Chavez entered with the Angels leading, 4-2, but he gave up two runs on a homer by Rob Brantly. Tim 

Anderson then singled. Anderson was running on a 3-and-2 pitch when Rymer Liriano singled into left. 

Anderson never slowed down and came all the way around to score the go-ahead run, as left fielder Ben 

Revere casually threw the ball in to second. 

Manager Mike Scioscia said shortstop Cliff Pennington, the cutoff man on that play, was lined up toward 

home, as he should have been, and Revere simply threw the ball to the wrong place. 

“You throw the ball wherever the cutoff man is,” Scioscia said. “Penny was lined up right, where he should 

have been. That long unprotected throw got us tonight.” 

With the loss, the Angels fell to 78-81, ensuring that they can’t have a winning season. They need to win all 

three of their remaining games to avoid the first consecutive losing seasons since Scioscia took over in 

2000. The last time the Angels had consecutive losing seasons was 1992-94. 

 

  

http://www.ocregister.com/2017/09/26/angels-notes-carlos-perez-looks-to-reclaim-spot-in-majors/
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
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                                                                   FROM ANGELS.COM                      

Angels can't hold late lead in series finale  

By Maria Guardado and Scott Merkin / MLB.com 

CHICAGO -- Tim Anderson burned the Angels with his speed on Thursday night, scoring the go-ahead run 

from first base to cap the White Sox's three-run rally in the eighth inning, which propelled Chicago to a 

5-4 win in its home finale at Guaranteed Rate Field. 

Down 4-2, the White Sox mounted a two-out rally against Angels reliever Jesse Chavez, who 

surrendered a game-tying, two-run homer to Rob Brantly, followed by a single to Anderson. Rymer 

Liriano then delivered a single to left field, allowing Anderson to race home after Ben Revere threw the 

ball to second baseman Kaleb Cowart and helped the White Sox finish their home ledger at 39-42. 

Per Statcast™, Anderson's first-to-home time of 9.12 seconds is the seventh fastest of the year for any 

runner on first. It's the third fastest time for the White Sox in the past three seasons. Anderson himself 

has the team record of 9.02, when he scored from first on a single last Aug. 9. 

"He was going hard and I didn't see Revere going hard for the ball," White Sox third base coach Nick 

Capra said. "I don't think he has an above-average arm. Test him in that situation." 

"I was just watching Cappy," Anderson said. "I didn't want to slow down because I didn't want to go to 

extras [innings]. I kind of just kept running and Cappy kept waving me." 

Angels manager Mike Scioscia said Revere should have thrown the ball to shortstop Cliff Pennington, the 

cutoff man, rather than Cowart. 

"Ben just reacted to get the ball to second base," Scioscia said. "You throw the ball wherever the cutoff 

man is. Penny was lined up right, where he should have been. That long, unprotected throw got us 

tonight." 

Juan Minaya pitched a clean ninth to pick up his eighth save of the season. 

One day after being eliminated from playoff contention, the Angels rested the majority of their regulars, 

but they received key contributions from reserves. Eric Young Jr. put the Angels on the board with an 

RBI double in the fifth, and Carlos Perez followed by launching a two-run home run -- his first of the 

season -- off Dylan Covey to push the Halos' lead to 3-0. 

Yolmer Sanchez's two-run single pulled the White Sox within one in the fifth, but the Angels added a run 

on C.J. Cron's sacrifice fly in the following inning. 

Bud Norris tossed three scoreless innings to begin the Angels' bullpen game. The Halos used seven 

relievers in place of left-hander Andrew Heaney, who missed his final three starts of the regular season 

due to a shoulder impingement. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/641313/tim-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/445926/jesse-chavez
http://m.mlb.com/player/542963/rob-brantly
http://m.mlb.com/player/542642/rymer-liriano
http://m.mlb.com/player/542642/rymer-liriano
http://m.mlb.com/player/519184/ben-revere
http://m.mlb.com/player/592230/kaleb-cowart
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/460060/cliff-pennington
http://m.mlb.com/player/573668/juan-minaya
http://m.mlb.com/player/458913/eric-young-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/542208/carlos-perez
http://m.mlb.com/player/592229/dylan-covey
http://m.mlb.com/player/570560/yolmer-sanchez
http://m.mlb.com/player/543068/cj-cron
http://m.mlb.com/player/502032/bud-norris
http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
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Covey allowed four runs on four hits over 5 2/3 innings for the White Sox. The 26-year-old right-hander, 

who walked two and struck out five, went winless in his rookie campaign, with an 0-8 record and a 7.71 

ERA in 18 appearances, including 12 starts. 

The Angels (78-81), who have lost nine of their last 11 games, dropped three games below .500 and will 

need to sweep their final series against the Mariners to avoid their second consecutive season with a 

losing record. 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Perez goes deep: Perez, who spent most of the season in Triple-A Salt Lake after losing the starting 

catching job to Martin Maldonado, entered Thursday with just one hit in 16 plate appearances in the 

Majors this season. But he doubled his total with a two-run shot off Covey in the fifth. 

Brantly ties it: Chavez recorded the first two outs of the eighth before Avisail Garciadoubled to bring up 

Brantly, who hammered a 3-2 fastball to right-center field to tie the game, 4-4. It marked Brantly's first 

home run since Sept. 8, 2015. 

"I was just looking to be somewhat productive on that at-bat, just looking to get on base," Brantly said. 

"I worked the count in my favor and swung at the ball in the dirt. From there, I was just trying to stick to 

a two-strike approach and stay in as deep as I can and make sure I swing at a strike and it ended up 

being a good piece of the bat. 

"You know, I'll take the result. It was great." 

QUOTABLE 

"They've done it all year, and Tim was a good example. They don't give up. And from the first pitch to 

the last pitch, we're playing baseball the way they should. It's refreshing. We've had kind of a rough year 

but it's refreshing the way they've gone about their business."-- Capra on the White Sox, who went out 

on the field following the victory to acknowledge the crowd 

WHAT'S NEXT 

Angels: The Angels will head back to Southern California and begin their final series of the season 

against the Mariners on Friday night at 7:07 p.m. PT at Angel Stadium. Left-hander Tyler Skaggs (2-6, 

4.48 ERA), who allowed four runs over five innings in his last start against the Astros on Sunday, will start 

the opener for the Angels. 

White Sox:The White Sox waited until postgame Thursday to announce Mike Pelfrey as the starter for 

Friday's series opener in Cleveland with a first pitch of 6:10 p.m. CT. The veteran right-hander makes his 

21st start of the season. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/455117/martin-maldonado
http://m.mlb.com/player/541645/avisail-garcia
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/460059/mike-pelfrey
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Halos foresee better days ahead for Cron 

Scioscia would like to see better plate discipline, consistency 

By Maria Guardado / MLB.com 

CHICAGO -- Angels first baseman C.J. Cron's season has been defined by peaks and valleys. 

Over his first 32 games of the year, Cron batted .212 with a .562 OPS, two home runs and 14 RBIs in a 

part-time role with the Angels and was twice demoted to Triple-A Salt Lake. When he returned to the 

Majors on July 7, Cron received the opportunity to play first base on a regular basis, and he responded 

with a resurgence at the plate, hitting .302 with a .980 OPS, 12 home runs and 36 RBIs over his next 45 

games. 

The Angels have long seen Cron's potential as an impact power bat, but he has yet to prove that he can 

deliver that type of production on a consistent basis. Over the last few weeks, Cron has slumped again, 

hitting just .145 with a .502 OPS, two homers and 19 strikeouts in his last 17 games going into 

Thursday's finale against the White Sox. 

"He can no doubt drive the ball and showed he can drive in runs, but he's working hard, obviously, on 

the consistency, like any young player," manager Mike Scioscia said Thursday. "Sometimes they need to 

be patient." 

Scioscia said he believes Cron's issue over his cold streak has been plate discipline. 

"I think there's no doubt about the pitches he's swinging at," Scioscia said. "I don't know if it's a little 

frustration or trying to do too much. He's expanded the zone to the point where it's started to affect a 

lot of the counts he was in. No matter how good you are, you'd rather hit with 2-1 counts than a 1-2 

count. A lot of times, he was in poor counts." 

Worth noting 

• Third baseman Yunel Escobar (oblique strain) has not made enough progress in his rehab to rejoin the 

Angels before the end of the season, Scioscia said Thursday. Escobar, who has been sidelined since Aug. 

8, has likely played his final game for the Angels, as he will be a free agent this winter and is unlikely to 

return in 2018. 

Luis Valbuena, who is signed through next season, will be one option to fill the Angels' vacancy at third 

next year. Valbuena had been projected to split time at first base with Cron, but he ended up playing a 

lot more third after the injury to Escobar. Scioscia said the Angels have been satisfied with Valbuena's 

defense at the hot corner. 

"We thought that he'd be able to make the plays he needed to down there," Scioscia said. "We saw that. 

Like any player, there's going to be some plays that kind of slip away from you. His arm is very accurate. 

His hands are good. His range at third base is adequate. I think he showed well for a guy that really was 

projected to play more first base than third base." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/543068/cj-cron
http://m.mlb.com/player/488862/yunel-escobar
http://m.mlb.com/player/472528/luis-valbuena
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• The Angels could have had left-hander Andrew Heaney (shoulder impingement) pitch on Thursday 

against the White Sox, but they decided against it after they were eliminated from playoff contention on 

Wednesday. While Heaney is now healthy, Scioscia said the Angels didn't "see any need to push 

something that's really not going to serve any purpose." Reliever Bud Norris started Thursday's finale at 

Guaranteed Rate Field in Heaney's place. 

• The Angels will not make any changes to their rotation plans for their final series of the season against 

the Mariners. Tyler Skaggs, Ricky Nolasco and Parker Bridwell are all slated to pitch against Seattle this 

weekend at Angel Stadium. 

Skaggs starts Angels' final series opener 

By Greg Johns / MLB.com  

Marco Gonzales, one of the Mariners' hopes for their future pitching plans, will get one last start this 

season on Friday as Seattle opens a three-game series against the Angels in Anaheim that will bring 

down the curtain on the 2017 campaign. 

The Angels will counter with southpaw Tyler Skaggs. The 26-year-old, who missed three months from 

May through July with a strained oblique muscle, has made 10 starts since his return, including 6 1/3 

scoreless innings with five hits in a no-decision at Safeco Field on Aug. 10. 

The Mariners and Angels hung in the American League Wild Card chase into the season's final days 

despite both going through considerable injuries to their pitching staffs. Los Angeles was eliminated 

from contention Wednesday night, clinching the second Wild Card spot for the Minnesota Twins.  

Gonzales, a 25-year-old rookie left-hander, was one of several starters Mariners general manager Jerry 

Dipoto added at midseason to try to bolster his rotation. Gonzales, just a year removed from Tommy 

John surgery, has gone 1-1 with a 5.51 ERA in nine appearances since being acquired from the Cardinals 

for outfield prospect Tyler O'Neill. 

Gonzales has made six starts with the Mariners, going 1-1 with a 7.01 ERA. But he's pitched better in 

September, posting a 2.25 ERA in 12 innings over four appearances, including one start. Now he'll get 

one last turn in the rotation after Seattle shut down veterans Felix Hernandez and Mike Leake following 

the team's elimination from playoff contention. 

Things to know about this game 

• The Mariners are hoping to get shortstop Jean Segura back in their lineup after he missed four games 

with a sprained right middle finger. Segura is batting .301 as Seattle's primary leadoff hitter. 

• Per Statcast, Gonzales' 24.2-percent called-strike rate this month ranks fourth in MLB (minimum 150 

pitches). The lefty has started off more than 44 percent of opponents with a called strike during that 

time. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
http://m.mlb.com/player/502032/bud-norris
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/445060/ricky-nolasco
http://m.mlb.com/player/592170/parker-bridwell
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• Gonzales' second start with the Mariners in August came against the Angels, as he threw 4 1/3 innings, 

allowing four hits and one run in a 6-5 loss in Seattle. 

 

                                                            FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS                   

Brantly, White Sox rally in 8th to top Angels, 5-4 

Associated Press  

CHICAGO -- The Chicago White Sox gave the home fans another dramatic victory Thursday night before 

thanking the fans for sticking with the young team for a long season on the south side. 

Rob Brantly hit the game-tying home run in the eighth inning and Tim Anderson hustled home for the 

go-ahead run as the White Sox rallied for a 5-4 victory over the Los Angeles Angels, closing Guaranteed 

Rate Field for the winter with a second straight night of fireworks. 

Anderson scored from first base on a single by Rymer Liriano, as the throw from left fielder Ben 

Revere went to second base and Anderson headed home, scoring easily on reliever Jesse Chavez (7-11). 

"I was just watching (third base coach Nick Capra)," Anderson said. "I didn't want to slow down because 

I didn't want to go to extras. I kind of just kept running and Cappy kept waving me." 

The White Sox, who walked off Wednesday night with a home run by Nicky Delmonico in the 10th 

inning, won for the 12th time in 19 games. 

After the game, first baseman Jose Abreu led the team back on to the field to thank the fans despite 

sitting in last place in the AL Central for most of the season until the late surge. 

"It was kind of a spontaneous thing, following our fearless leader, Jose," said Brantly, whose home run 

scored Avisail Garcia, who started the rally with a double. "It was a special thing for the crowd to 

embrace it and it felt good to say thank you to the fans for being there for us all year through the grind 

and everything." 

Carlos Perez homered for the Angels, who used seven pitchers and sat stars Mike Trout and Justin 

Upton one night after being eliminated from playoff contention. 

Gregory Infante (2-1) earned the win in relief, throwing a scoreless eighth inning. Juan Minaya earned 

his eighth save with a perfect ninth inning for the White Sox. 

Rookie right-hander Dylan Covey threw 5 2/3 innings, allowing four runs and four hits for the White Sox. 

Yolmer Sanchez had three hits and a two-run single in the fifth inning. 

For the Angels, Eric Young Jr. drove in Kaleb Cowart with a ground-rule double in the fifth inning to open 

the scoring. The next batter was Perez, who hit his first home run of the season to make it 3-0. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/chw/chicago-white-sox
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31133/rob-brantly
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33184/tim-anderson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31278/rymer-liriano
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29976/ben-revere
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29976/ben-revere
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29220/jesse-chavez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32121/nicky-delmonico
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33095/jose-abreu
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30729/avisail-garcia
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30237/carlos-perez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30836/mike-trout
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28841/justin-upton
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28841/justin-upton
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30955/gregory-infante
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34845/juan-minaya
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33309/dylan-covey
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32264/yolmer-sanchez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29759/eric-young-jr
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31648/kaleb-cowart
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Right-hander Bud Norris, the Angels' closer earlier this season, started and threw three scoreless 

innings. 

"I love starting. I've done it for a very long time. I can do both," Norris said. "I don't know what's going to 

happen next year. I just want to be the best version whether that's a back-end closer or a starter in the 

rotation." 

C.J. Cron added a sacrifice fly for the Angels. 

THE OTHER SIDE 

Angels manager Mike Scioscia did not pin blame on anyone following Anderson's hustling play to score 

from first base for the winning run in the eighth inning. 

"You throw the ball wherever the cutoff man is," Scioscia said. "If the cutoff man made a mistake and 

lines up at second, you get it to him as quickly as you can. But (shortstop Cliff Pennington) was lined up 

right or should have been. That long, unprotected throw to the cutoff man got us tonight." 

Added Revere: "Usually, he (Anderson) goes to third there. I'm going to try to throw out the guy at 

second. They see me go to second, and the third base coach has him (Anderson) going home and he can 

run. I mean, you're in a tough situation." 

NUMBERS GAME 

The Angels need to win their final three games this weekend to clinch a .500-or-better record for the 

13th time in 18 seasons under Scioscia. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Angels: RHP Matt Shoemaker (strained right forearm) has been stretched out to 100 feet in his throwing 

regimen, Scioscia said. ... LHP Andrew Heaney(inflamed left shoulder) will not pitch the rest of the 

season as a precautionary measure. He was set to pitch Thursday but was scratched earlier this week. 

Heaney underwent Tommy John surgery in July 2016 and started five games this season. "There's no 

doubt that his elbow is fine," Scioscia said. "He's over the shoulder and the little discomfort he had. He 

already has shown what you're looking for, so there's really no need for him to go out there and just 

prove that he's over that little shoulder discomfort." 

White Sox: Starter Carlos Rodonhad arthroscopic surgery on his left shoulder and could miss the 

beginning of next season, general manager Rick Hahn said. Hahn said Thursday the left-hander should 

miss six to eight months after the surgery, which revealed significant bursitis, which was removed in 

Wednesday's surgery. Rodon, 24, missed nearly the first three months of the season with shoulder and 

biceps problems and went 2-5 with a 4.15 ERA in 12 starts before returning to the disabled list on Sept. 

8. "We'll know more about the specifics of the timing when Carlos completes his rehab and begins 

throwing in spring training," Hahn said. 

UP NEXT 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30369/bud-norris
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32155/cj-cron
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29210/cliff-pennington
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32058/matt-shoemaker
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32672/andrew-heaney
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33696/carlos-rodon
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Angels: Los Angeles will return home to close the season with three games against Seattle. LHP Tyler 

Skaggs (2-6, 4.48 ERA) of the Angels will face LHP Marco Gonzales (1-1, 5.51). 

White Sox: The White Sox will close the season with a weekend series at Cleveland, who will start 

RHP Trevor Bauer (16-9, 4.28). RHP Mike Pelfrey (3-11, 5.52) will start for the White Sox for the second 

time since Aug. 6. 

Angels, Mariners try to finish strong  

Associated Press 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — The Seattle Mariners and Los Angeles Angels will take the field Friday night at Angel 

Stadium with virtually nothing to play for. 

With their loss to the Chicago White Sox on Wednesday, the Angels were mathematically eliminated 

from playoff contention, while the Mariners were eliminated last Sunday. 

There may be some interest, though, in how Angels center fielder Mike Trout finishes the season, 

considering he is an American League MVP candidate despite missing 48 games this season, most of 

them due to a torn thumb ligament that required surgery. 

In his first five full major league seasons, Trout finished either first or second in the MVP voting each 

time — winning it twice (2014, ’16) and placing second three times (2012, ’13, ’15). 

No player in major league history has finished in the top two in six consecutive seasons. 

There are plenty of worthy candidates around the league this season — like the New York Yankees’ 

Aaron Judge, the Houston Astros’ Jose Altuve, and the Cleveland Indians’ Jose Ramirez and Francisco 

Lindor — who will garner votes. But Trout’s numbers, despite missing so many games, should attract 

attention from the voters as well. 

“I’m just gonna try to finish strong,” Trout told the Los Angeles Times. “Guys are having great years. 

With Judge, Altuve, even (Jose) Ramirez from Cleveland is having an unbelievable season. I’ll keep going 

to the end and see what happens.” 

Trout needs six plate appearance to reach 502 for the season, and thereby qualifying for the end-of-

season statistical crowns. 

He leads the majors in on-base-plus-slugging percentage (1.066), and he leads the AL in on-base 

percentage (.444) and ranks second in slugging percentage (.622). His .306 batting average is tied for 

sixth, his 93 walks rank third, and his .838 walks per game are more than his average last season (.730), 

when he led the majors with 116. 

Trout also has cut down his strikeouts significantly: With 90 strikeouts, he likely will finish with fewer 

than 100 for the first time in his career. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31221/tyler-skaggs
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31221/tyler-skaggs
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33158/marco-gonzales
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32014/trevor-bauer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28507/mike-pelfrey
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“The biggest thing is, with all the walks, my timing just has been on,” Trout told the Times. “When my 

timing’s off, that’s when my strikeouts are up, when I’m swinging at bad pitches. You want to limit it to a 

game, limit it to an at-bat, or even pitches within an at-bat.” 

Tyler Skaggs, who is 1-2 with a 4.67 ERA in his career vs. the Mariners, will start Friday for the Angels in 

what will be his last start of a disappointing season. He missed 3 1/2 months with a strained oblique 

muscle and is 2-6 with a 4.48 ERA in 15 starts. 

However, he had one of his best two starts of the season in his only appearance against Seattle this 

year. He threw 6 1/3 scoreless innings in a victory over the Mariners on Aug. 10. 

Marco Gonzales, who came to the Mariners in a trade with the St. Louis Cardinals for a minor-leaguer on 

July 21, is 1-1 with a 5.51 ERA in nine games (six starts) for Seattle. One of those starts came against the 

Angels. On Aug. 11, he gave up one run and four hits in 4 1/3 innings of a 6-5 loss in his only career 

appearance against Los Angeles. 

Even if the Mariners (77-82) sweep the final three games from the Angels (78-81), they would finish 

below .500 and wind up with a worse record than last season, when they were 86-76. 

“The finality of it all hurts; there’s no question about it,” Mariners manager Scott Servais said. “I thought 

we did an unbelievable job this year to kind of hang in there. As water was coming into the boat, we 

were throwing it out to try and keep afloat. 

“That’s really how I felt, and our staff and our players, we just kept battling and fighting. It says a lot for 

our guys to keep it up like that as long as we did.” 

 

                                                                       FROM ESPN.COM                    

Shortstops are toying with Albert Pujols, and other Statcast lessons  

By Sam Miller / ESPN.com  

Every year, baseball gives us a little bit more information about itself. This year, MLB.com began 

publishing Statcast measurements of how far from home plate each defender is on each pitch. For 

example, we know that on Monday night, Dodgers third baseman Logan Forsythe was standing 114 feet 

away from batter Austin Hedges when Yu Darvish delivered an 0-0 pitch in the third inning. And we 

know Forsythe was standing 115 feet away from the plate on the subsequent 1-0 pitch. 

What does it mean!? It means ... not much. Now multiply: Seven positions per pitch, almost four pitches 

per plate appearance, 76 plate appearances per game, 2,430 games per season. More than 5 million 

new data points! A lot of it will mean ... not much. 

But there's a lot of fun here, too. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30579/logan-forsythe
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32168/austin-hedges
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32055/yu-darvish
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Two places on the diamond, in particular, tell us a lot. We spent a day this week looking primarily at the 

left side of the infield and at center fielders. Here's what we learned: 

Byron Buxton is turning up the heat on the hot corner 

The two fastest men in the game are Billy Hamilton and Byron Buxton. (Another Statcast offering this 

year is sprint speed, which confirms this observation.) Because of this, they are each threats to bunt. 

And because of that, third basemen must play in to guard against these bunts. 

So ignore speed for a minute. Who is Byron Buxton's most comparable hitter, speed entirely ignored? 

Buxton hits the ball, on average, 85 mph, which puts him in the bottom quintile of the league by exit 

velocity. His closest comps are Chris Young, Freddy Galvis, Dixon Machado, Jett Bandy and, to get at 

least one famous guy in there, Dustin Pedroia. This understates Buxton's power somewhat -- his 

hardest-hit balls are harder than any of these hitters', almost 10 mph harder than anything Pedroia or 

Bandy have hit this season -- but this'll do for a nice, conservative comp list. Here's where third basemen 

play all of those guys, with fewer than two strikes: 

 Bandy: 113 feet back 

 Young: 113 feet 

 Pedroia: 111 feet 

 Machado: 105 feet 

 Galvis: 98 feet 

 Buxton: 93 feet 

By being fast, Buxton cuts 20 feet from the third baseman's range and reaction time. Even with two 

strikes, when the bunt is presumably no longer a threat, Buxton's speed forces the infielders to play 

shallower, by about 5 feet compared to the other guys. 

Buxton's speed allows his power to play up. Now, bring speed -- bring Hamilton -- back into the 

discussion. Both of these players are incredibly fast, equally fast. Where do third basemen play Hamilton 

when he's batting right-handed (the positioning data in this piece applies only to right-handed hitters, as 

shifts against lefties dramatically affect depths), relative to Buxton? 

Without two strikes (bunt situations): 

 Buxton: 93 feet away 

 Hamilton: 87 feet 

With two strikes: 

 Buxton: 109 feet 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31042/billy-hamilton
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32655/byron-buxton
https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/sprint_speed_leaderboard
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6514/chris-young
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29670/freddy-galvis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31188/dixon-machado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32056/jett-bandy
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6393/dustin-pedroia
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 Hamilton: 104 feet 

Strong hitters' counts (2-0, 3-1, 3-0): 

 Buxton 101 feet 

 Hamilton: 87 feet 

Hamilton's average exit velocity is the lowest among all right-handed batters. His speed pulls third 

basemen way in, but his lack of power doesn't force them to respect anything but bunts and choppers. 

Buxton's speed pulls them in, but his power keeps them back. 

Billy Hamilton doesn't have a bunt hit from the right side this year. Buxton has 11, in 22 tries, according 

to FanGraphs. Each hitter's spray chart shows how many hits have, and haven't, come against the third 

baseman: 

 

That all sort of puts a different spin on the saying that speed never slumps. Maybe it doesn't, but the 

threat of power doesn't, either, and that's part of what enables the speed. 

Center fielders are ... all over the place 

The least surprising thing you'll read today is that center fielders play deeper against guys who hit the 

ball harder. The deepest positioning? Against Aaron Judge. The highest average exit velocity? Aaron 

Judge. Center fielders, on average, play Judge 27 feet deeper than they play Dee Gordon, whose average 

exit velocity is some 15 mph slower than Judge's. The correlation between average exit velocity and 

center-fielder depth is a robust .67. Roughly and generally speaking, an extra mph of exit velocity 

translates to a little bit more than one foot of center-field depth. OK, just establishing that. 

Now here's what's odd: We know batters hit the ball harder when they're ahead in the count and less 

hard when they're behind. And sure enough, defenders move back in hitter's counts and move up in 

pitcher's counts. But ... not by enough? 

 

 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33192/aaron-judge
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30726/dee-gordon
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COUNT EXIT VELO CF DEPTH 

0-2 84.2 317 

1-2 84.9 317 

0-1 85.2 318 

2-2 86.1 317 

0-0 86.2 318 

1-1 86.7 318 

1-0 87.9 318 

2-1 88.2 319 

3-2 88.6 318 

2-0 89.9 319 

3-1 90.5 320 

3-0 93.9 320 

The difference between 0-2 contact and 3-0 contact is almost 10 mph, bigger than the difference 

between Joey Gallo (93.0 mph) and Joe Panik (84.2). But outfielders move back 12 feet for Gallo, relative 

to Panik. They move in or back only 3 feet when the count shifts dramatically, turning the average hitter 

into Gallo or the average hitter into Panik. 

I'm not ready to say anything conclusive about this. There are a lot of variables involved in the decision 

of where to stand. I'm just thinking about it right now. It's an odd thing, and it's worth thinking about. 

Albert Pujols might be the Ted Williams of right-handed shifts 

Williams is the guy most of us associate with proto-shifts. A half-century before the Bonds shift, 70 years 

before Big Data Baseball, Lou Boudreau was pulling three infielders over to the first-base side of the 

infield against Williams. Shifts are now common against most left-handed hitters and against a number 

of right-handed hitters. Then there's Pujols. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32818/joey-gallo
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32087/joe-panik
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/4574/albert-pujols
https://www.amazon.com/Big-Data-Baseball-Miracles-20-Year/dp/1250094259
http://joeposnanski.com/the-boudreau-shift/
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In April, shortstops played Albert Pujols 145 feet from home, on average. Pujols is so slow that he's 

barely on the scale, but 145 feet is pretty much normal against right-handed batters -- a foot closer than 

average and a distance that about one-fourth of the league's hitters see. 

Here are Pujols' shortstop distance splits this season: May: 145. June: 145. July: 145. August: 145. 

September: 155. 

That's huge. It's 6 feet deeper, on average, than for any other regular hitter this month. It's 6 feet 

deeper than for any hitter -- including pitchers, who get played much deeper because they have no 

speed -- this season. As an average, it undersells what we're really talking about. 

Shortstop depth is based largely on the speed of the batter. The right-handed batters with the deepest 

positioning against are all pitchers, and once the pitchers thin out it's mostly catchers. Pujols, according 

to Statcast, runs slower than any major league catcher. 

On Sept. 9, the Mariners played Pujols 158 feet back. That was the deepest daily average for Pujols all 

season. The next day, they moved back farther: 161 feet. The Angels had an off-day, then played 

Houston for three games: 164 feet, then 170 feet, then 186 feet. On Sunday, when Pujols faced the 

Astros on ESPN, there were pitches on which the Houston shortstop was 190 feet from home plate. This 

is what that looks like: 

Houston's third basemen were also deeper -- as far back as 132 feet, 13 feet deeper than the league has 

played Pujols most of this season. Three hitters scare third basemen farther back: Aaron 

Judge, Giancarlo Stanton and Nelson Cruz -- for power reasons more than slowness reasons. 

Interestingly, Pujols and the Angels played Cleveland and Texas between those two series against the 

Astros. Each team played Pujols more or less the same way teams did in the first five months of the 

year. Pujols got an infield hit in the hole against Texas, and it's fun to imagine how a third baseman 

standing 15 feet deeper or a shortstop standing 40 feet deeper might have approached the play. 

https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/sprint_speed_leaderboard
https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/sprint_speed_leaderboard
https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/sprint_speed_leaderboard
https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/sprint_speed_leaderboard
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30583/giancarlo-stanton
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6242/nelson-cruz

