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Blackmon jump-starts Rox offense in win vs. SF 
Center fielder homers in first, sets tone for 5th win in 6 games 
 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | July 4, 2018 
 

DENVER -- Rockies center fielder Charlie Blackmon spent nearly a month searching for the swing and pitch recognition 

that made him the National League batting champion last year. He felt close, but not quite there, and settled for a jam-

shot single here, a move-the-runner fly ball there. 

 

On Tuesday night, he joined what looks like a Rockies breakout. Blackmon whacked a first-inning home run -- his first in 

42 at-bats -- to straightaway center field and added two more hits in his team's fifth victory in six games, an 8-1 win over 

the Giants at Coors Field. 

 

"It's really good to continue to try and win games, play team baseball, even if you're not feeling real awesome at the plate 

or on the mound," said Blackmon, who has 15 homers -- nine of which occurred during a hot April -- and a .275 batting 

average. 

 

The victory -- which also included Antonio Senzatela's seven scoreless, three-hit innings in his first start of the season and 

Nolan Arenado's National League-leading 22nd homer -- put the Rockies back at .500 (43-43). Could it also have signaled 

Blackmon's return to major contributor status? 

 

"I've felt pretty good the past couple of days," Blackmon said. 
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From June 6 to Monday's 5-2 victory over the Giants, Blackmon hit .216 (22-for-102) with two homers -- a struggle that 

was nonexistent when he hit .331 with 37 homers in 2017. 

 

In clubhouse conversation in recent days, Blackmon said he needed to succeed at the simple process of anticipating a 

pitch, recognizing it and timing it. 

 

"If I'm on time, feeling good, I won't miss that pitch," Blackmon said. 

 

But Blackmon also credited opposing pitchers, saying part of the problem was they were more locked in against him to a 

higher degree. 

 

"This guy is the National League batting champion," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "He's an All-Star, started the All-

Star Game, hit 37 home runs, knocked in 100 runs from the leadoff position. He's going to be pitched tough the next year, 

for sure. 

 

"And Charlie, at times, has come out of his game a little bit. Our conversation with Charlie has been, 'Hey, be yourself.'" 

 

How much better have the pitches been this year? Here is a breakdown entering Tuesday, per Statcast™: 

 

• Last year, Blackmon hit .326 in even counts and .385 ahead. This year, those numbers were .307 and .257, respectively. 

 

• Blackmon has endured a slight rise in his swing-and-miss rate against fastballs in even counts or when he is ahead -- 

from 13.3 percent to 16. 

 

• Against offspeed pitches this year, Blackmon's whiff rate when he was even or ahead spiked -- from 22.4 percent to 

30.4. 

 

But on Tuesday, Giants right-hander Chris Stratton (8-6) tried to beat him with a 1-1 changeup. Blackmon launched it a 

Statcast-projected 416 feet over the center-field wall with an exit velocity of 101 mph. 
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"That's a good sign, to hit offspeed pitches up the middle or the other way," Blackmon said. "Also, it's really good to score 

runs early in games. It turns out Senzatela really only needed a couple of runs tonight." 

 

Blackmon fought off an 0-2 fastball from Stratton for a fifth-inning single and scored on Arenado's homer. Blackmon's 

sixth-inning RBI single, on a first-pitch fastball from reliever Pierce Johnson, was part of a two-run inning that pushed the 

lead to 8-0. 

 

Blackmon's stroke and the regular power of Arenado, who has 24 homers in 100 career games against the Giants, were 

more than enough for Senzatela, who improved to 4-0 with a 3.26 ERA in six appearances (four starts) against the Giants. 

 

Senzatela (3-1) began the year in the Rockies' bullpen, but he was sent down to Triple-A Albuquerque after 10 relief 

appearances to build his pitch count to starter level. In Triple-A, he was twice pulled from action with recurring right groin 

pain, but he went 3-1 with a 2.15 ERA in eight starts. 

 

Until Tuesday, the Rockies and Astros were the only teams in the Majors who had used the same five starters all season. 

But Jon Gray, the Rockies' Opening Day starter the past two years, struggled with confidence and didn't succeed 

consistently despite a high strikeout rate and was sent down to Albuquerque, while righty Chad Bettis went to the 10-day 

disabled list with a right middle finger blister. 

 

Senzatela stepped in and fanned four against no walks. His work made the rotation 4-0 with a 2.15 ERA over the last 

eight games. 

 

SENZATELA'S SPARKLING RETURN 

With runners on first and third and two outs in the first, Senzatela took a risk. He threw a 2-0 changeup to Pablo Sandoval 

and forced him to pop up to shortstop Trevor Story to end the frame. Senzatela gave up only one hit after the first inning. 

 

"That might have been the most important pitch of the game," Black said. 

 

Senzatela throws fastballs 64.2 percent of the time, down from 75.2 last year, according to Statcast™. He worked on his 

changeup in the Minors, and on Tuesday, he felt good with it, throwing it a career-high 14 times. 
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"I got a good result from it, and I just kept throwing it," Senzatela said. "It was huge to get out of that first inning with a 

zero, stranding those runners was huge, and I settled down quickly." 

 

SOUND SMART 

Gerardo Parra is hitting .460 (29-for-63) against right-handed pitchers in the last 30 days (23 games), according to 

InsideEdge. That leads the Major Leagues, which has an average of .259. On Tuesday, Parra went 1-for-3 with an RBI 

single. 

 

HE SAID IT 

"I feel like we're playing really good baseball, all together. We're swinging the bat. We're playing good defense. We're 

pitching really well, all at the same time. That's going to make for really good baseball." -- Blackmon, on the Rockies' 

recent success 

 

UP NEXT 

Left-hander Tyler Anderson (5-3, 4.23 ERA) will take the mound opposite Giants lefty Andrew Suarez (3-4, 4.18) in the 

series finale Wednesday at 6:10 p.m. MT. Anderson is coming off his fifth win of the season last Friday against the 

Dodgers, when he tossed a career-high eight scoreless innings with four hits allowed, one walk and eight strikeouts at 

Dodger Stadium. But Anderson hasn't fared well at home, where he is 1-3 with a 5.26 ERA. 
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Arenado belts NL-leading 22nd home run 
 
Anne Rogers | MLB.com | July 3, 2018 
 

DENVER -- Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenado enjoys playing the Giants. Why? Because he's really good at hitting 

against them. 

 

Tuesday night was no different, as Arenado hit his National League-leading 22nd home run of the season -- a three-run 

shot in the fifth inning against the Giants' Chris Stratton -- in the Rockies' 8-1 win at Coors Field. 

 

Arenado has 90 career RBIs against the Giants, the second most among active players. The Dodgers' Matt Kemp leads 

that group with 93. Arenado's 24 career home runs against the Giants are also second most among active players, with 

Kemp's 26 ranking first. 

 

"They bring out the best in all of us," Arenado said about the Giants. "Three World Series rings, always been one of the 

top-tier teams in our division. I really always want to beat them, because they've beat us in the past a lot, so it feels good 

to contribute and help us." 

 

Arenado's homer gave the surging Rockies, winners of five of their last six games, a 6-0 lead with no outs in the fifth. The 

homer broke Arenado's tie with the Nationals' Bryce Harper, who hit his 21st home run against the Red Sox on Monday. 

 

It was Arenado's 10th homer with two strikes this year. Only Aaron Judge (12), Francisco Lindor (10) and Jesus Aguilar 

(10) have as many. Arenado entered Tuesday hitting .275 with two strikes, fifth best in the Majors (min. 100 plate 

appearances). 

 

Arenado's homer came on the eighth pitch of his at-bat against Stratton with a full count. After Stratton had thrown four 

fastballs, Arenado belted a changeup a Statcast-projected 419 feet over the center-field fence. 

 

"You have to tip your cap sometimes," Stratton said. "He took a good swing there." 
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Arenado and the Rockies seem to be shaking their recent doldrums. From June 15 -- the day Arenado ended a slump at a 

career-worst 0-for-19 -- through Tuesday, Arenado is batting .338 with 10 home runs and 26 RBIs. On Tuesday, Arenado 

was 2-for-4 with a homer, three RBIs and two runs scored. 

 

"The thing about Nolan is he has a plan when the games starts, and when the game unfolds, he gets a sense of what's 

going on and the situation," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "It doesn't surprise me, I don't want to take it for granted. All 

I know is I'm glad he did it." 

  



    

7 
 

Rox put Bettis (blister) on DL, call up Senzatela 
 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | July 3, 2018  
 

DENVER -- Rockies right-hander Chad Bettis landed on the 10-day disabled list Tuesday, but he hopes he can be back 

soon as he is eligible. 

 

The Rockies officially recalled righty Antonio Senzatela, Tuesday night's starting pitcher against the Giants, from Triple-A 

Albuquerque. Because the club recalled outfielder Raimel Tapia when it sent starter Jon Gray down to Albuquerque, there 

are just four starters on the roster. However, with off-days Thursday and Monday, the club doesn't need a fifth starter until 

July 13 at Coors Field against the Mariners. 

 

Bettis had no guarantees, but he would like to return to the rotation after the 10 days. With the DL placement retroactive to 

Monday, Bettis is eligible to be activated July 12. Between now and then, he will work to fix the blister problem that has 

flared up twice during games at Dodger Stadium. 

 

When it happened on June 3, he stayed on his normal starting schedule but later admitted it affected him. On Sunday, 

Bettis left the game after three innings, which led to the DL placement. Both times the Rockies announced the injury as a 

"hot spot," or fluid beneath a callus. 

 

Now it's time for as much treatment as possible. 

 

"The kitchen sink … we felt like we had it under control the first time, but we'll keep doing that, maybe add a couple more 

things -- pickle juice, just trying to dry it out as much as possible," Bettis said. "Then we're going to make sure the 

discomfort is not there before we ramp back up." 

 

Bettis (5-1, 5.10 ERA) has struggled for consistency through the blister issues. In the one recent start that he said it didn't 

affect him, he went 6 1/3 innings and held the Giants to two runs last Tuesday night. 
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Bettis declined to delve into reasons the big flareups have been at Dodger Stadium. Anything from weather to how balls 

are stored or how balls are rubbed before games -- not to mention the seams of the ball themselves -- are ripe for 

conspiracy theories. 

 

"It would be fast to say that it is, but I have a hard time believing that they do something different than anybody else does," 

Bettis said. "I think it just could be a fluke thing and it just happens to be that both times it's flared up there. I'm not going 

to be out there saying they're doing something to the baseballs, because they wouldn't be doing it to their own guys." 

 

Manager Bud Black said there is a considerable amount of unknown in Bettis' case. 

 

"I don't think there's one traditional blister," Black said. "Everybody gets something on their fingers that causes pain and 

causes a pitcher to not make his pitches. They're all different, and in Chad's case, what's frustrating is that he's never had 

an issue like this in his career. It's frustrating. 

 

"He doesn't know how to handle this because he hasn't been through this before. So let's treat it and see where we are in 

a couple of weeks." 

 

The Rockies generally are loathe to place timetables on injury absences, and Bettis realizes the situation could be 

unpredictable, but he's optimistic. 

 

"Who knows? But in my mind, hopefully it's not more than 10 days," Bettis said. "Hopefully, we can get it managed by that 

time, get it under control and be back out there. Realistically, I don't know what that looks like. We'll see. Unfortunately, it's 

like a day-to-day thing." 
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Senzatela throws 7 shutout innings, Rockies beat Giants 8-1 
 
Associated Press | ESPN.com | July 3, 2018 
 

DENVER -- Antonio Senzatela's most important pitch came early. 

 

Senzatela worked out of a first-inning jam en route to throwing seven scoreless innings in his first start of the season, 

Nolan Arenado hit his National League-leading 22nd home run and the Colorado Rockies beat the San Francisco Giants 

8-1 on Tuesday night. 

 

Colorado's Charlie Blackmon had three hits, including his first homer since June 20. Trevor Story had an RBI triple for the 

Rockies, who have won five of their last six games. 

 

D.J. LeMahieu added a run-scoring double for Colorado, which has beaten the Giants in 14 of the past 16 games at Coors 

Field dating to Sept. 7, 2016. 

 

Senzatela, recalled earlier in the day from Triple-A Albuquerque, struck out four and walked none while limiting the Giants 

to three hits but two of them came in the first inning. He got out of the two-on, two-out jam by retiring Pablo Sandoval, 

getting him to pop-out on a 2-0 changeup. 

 

"To get out of that inning with a zero, stranding those runners, was huge," Senzatela said through a translator. "I settled 

down pretty nicely and I'm glad I gave the team a chance to win." 

 

Arenado said Senzatela's ability to work out of first inning trouble helped set the tone for the rest of the game. 

 

"Getting out of that first inning with no runs was huge," Arenado said. "I feel like sometimes we always give up a run in the 

first and lately they haven't. He was just great, pounding the zone, throwing strikes getting ahead of guys. It was 

awesome. Our pitching in general lately has been huge for us and I think that's why lately we have been playing better." 

 

Senzatela started in the spot vacated by struggling Jon Gray, who started for the Rockies in their season opener but was 

optioned to Albuquerque last weekend. 
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Senzatela (3-1) made the team out of spring training and began the season in the Rockies' bullpen before being optioned 

on May 2 to Albuquerque, where he went 3-1 with a 2.15 ERA in eight starts prior to his recall. As a rookie last season, 

Senzatela had most of his success as a starter, going 10-5 with a 5.03 ERA in 20 starts. 

 

Chris Stratton (8-6) went 5 2/3 innings and allowed eight runs on 11 hits, including Blackmon's solo shot in the first inning 

as well as Arenado's three-run drive. 

 

"His fastball command wasn't real sharp tonight," Giants manager Bruce Bochy said. "Fastballs missed their spots there. 

That's usually his forte, he commands it so well. He threw some good fastballs to Arenado and the changeup stayed in the 

middle. He wasn't real sharp with his command. He threw strikes but he needed to work the edges." 

 

The Giants broke through for a run on Alec Hanson's RBI single in the eighth off reliever MikeDunn. 

 

The Giants were trailing 3-0 when Arenado broke the game open in the fifth with a three-run homer. Stratton walked 

LeMahieu to start the inning and Blackmon singled before Arenado drove a 3-2 offering over the left-center field wall. 

 

GIANTS NEMESIS 

Arenado has driven in 90 runs in 100 career games against the Giants, the second most among active players. Matt 

Kemp leads with 93 career RBI against the Giants. Said Arenado: "I think they bring out the best in all of us. They bring 

out the best in me -- three World Series rings and they've always been one of the top tier teams in our division. It's always 

a tough place to play and I always want to beat them because I always feel like they've beaten us in the past, a lot." 

 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Giants: The team's starting rotation is nearing full strength again. Manager Bruce Bochy said that RHP Johnny Cueto is 

slated to be reinstated from the 60-day disabled list on Thursday, when he's scheduled to start against the St. Louis 

Cardinals. Cueto was placed on the DL, retroactive to April 29, because of a right elbow sprain. RHP Jeff Samardzija is 

slated to start Saturday's game against St. Louis after being reinstated from the 10-day DL. Samardzija went on the DL 

after leaving a May 30 start against Colorado following one inning due to tightness in his pitching shoulder. 
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Rockies: RHP Chad Bettis has gone on the 10-day disabled list with a blister on his right middle finger. Bettis left his last 

start on Sunday against the Los Angeles Dodgers after three innings because of the finger injury. Senzatela was recalled 

from Albuquerque to fill Bettis' roster spot and started Tuesday against the Giants in the place of RHP Jon Gray, who was 

optioned Saturday to Albuquerque. 

 

UP NEXT 

Giants: LHP Andrew Suarez (3-4, 4.18 ERA) is coming off a strong outing in which he allowed one run on seven hits over 

six innings in a 2-1 win against Arizona. 

Rockies: LHP Tyler Anderson (5-3, 4.23 ERA) has gone 1/3 with a 5.26 ERA in eight previous starts at Coors Field this 

season. 
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Rockies radically reshaped their pitching rotation to raise the bar of expectation — and it’s working 
 
Nick Groke | TheAthletic.com | Jul 4, 2018  
 

Jon Gray hurtled through the first inning Tuesday in dominating fashion, striking out two in a three up-down frame. It was 

everything the Rockies expected from the bedrock of their rotation — other than his uniform, a black-and-red Isotopes 

jersey with “55” on the back. 

 

Gray pitched a Triple-A outing at El Paso against the Chihuahuas after a shocking demotion. His detour through the minor 

leagues left the right-hander on the outs while 23-year-old Antonio Senzatela pitched in his place at Coors Field. 

 

That swap, though, was not the end of Colorado’s turnover. 

 

Over the course of four days, the Rockies radically reshaped their pitching rotation, a midstream set of changes meant to 

salvage their season. Until Tuesday, Colorado and Houston were the only teams to use only five starting pitchers. 

 

By Tuesday afternoon, the Rockies had lost two of them. Gray on Saturday was sent to Albuquerque “to work on some 

things, not so much mechanically, but mentally,” Colorado manager Bud Black said. The club could no longer wait for 

Gray to work through his kinks, not after an 11-16 slump through June left them in fourth place in the National League 

West. 

 

“This was the right time to get Jon to Triple-A to work on some things,” Black said. “For him to realize some 

inconsistencies that have happened. We have to get that straightened out.” 

 

Then on Tuesday, veteran right-hander Chad Bettis was put on the 10-day disabled list with a blister on his middle finger. 

The Rockies will ride a four-man rotation through next week, taking advantage of offdays to hide Bettis’ turn. 

 

But, not coincidentally, on the same day Gray went away, Colorado promoted 21-year-old Peter Lambert, a fast-rising 

right-handed prospect, to Albuquerque from Double-A Hartford, where he was an Eastern League all-star. 
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A rotation that had been more consistent in its look than any other in the NL suddenly shifted to fresh blood. Gray’s 

demotion was meant as an opportunity to teach the 26-year-old how to pitch out of trouble. It also raised expectaions on 

the rest of the Rockies rotation. Pitch better or go down. 

 

And it’s working. 

 

In six of their past eight games, Rockies starters have a 1.45 ERA over 43 1/3 innings, including Senzatela’s season 

debut as a starter Tuesday. The two outliers over that stretch: Gray’s five runs in four innings at San Francisco last 

Thursday and Bettis’ injury-shortened two runs over three at Los Angeles on Sunday. 

 

Their rise coincided with bubbling frustration. All-Star third baseman Nolan Arenado last week expressed his 

disappointment in a sub-.500 showing through the first half of the season. “I’m tired of coming to the ballpark and losing,” 

he said. 

 

Colorado general manager Jeff Bridich echoed that tune, saying his pitching staff needed to step its game up before the 

season is lost. 

 

“It’s time for them to take a deep breath and start aggressively making pitches and getting outs and believing in 

themselves and believing in each other,” Bridich said. “It’s time. That’s part of what Nolan’s message was. Every single 

game means the same, but we’re halfway into the season and it’s time.” 

 

Senzatela pitched against the Giants like he will remain in the rotation. After two hurtless hits in the first inning, he set 

down 19 of the next 20 batters he faced. He did not allow a run over seven innings, on just three hits. The Rockies cruised 

to an 8-1 victory. 

 

Nearly an All-Star last year after leading the NL in wins through two months of his rookie season, the “Little Prince,” as 

Senzatela is nicknamed, pitched from the stretch with two runners on in the first inning, but he forced Pablo Sandoval to 

pop up with a changeup to end the inning. That changeup didn’t exist in his arsenal last season. Senzatela is learning, 

improving. 
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“It’s critically important that all of us as starters give our team a chance to win,” Senzatela said. “With our offense, we can 

win a lot of games if we can keep the games close.” 

 

But the bar is being set by Kyle Freeland. Twice in the past week the 25-year-old lefty went toe-to-toe with Giants ace 

Madison Bumgarner, splitting victories, but pitching very much an equal to the San Francisco All-Star. Freeland gave up 

just two runs total, on seven hits over 14 innings. 

 

Freeland has pitched fewer than six innings just once in the past two months. With a bullpen that has struggled to stay 

intact, with a baseball-worst 5.48 ERA, his outings are a reprieve. 

 

“Kyle’s pitched well anywhere he’s pitched,” Black said. “That is a standard that can happen for Rockies pitchers.” 

 

The Rockies on Monday topped the Giants 5-2 behind Freeland. In back-to-back victories at L.A. over the weekend, Tyler 

Anderson pitched eight scoreless innings and German Marquez fired eight innings on one run, gaining momentum as he 

went. 

 

The Rockies, too, are picking up steam. After Tuesday’s victory, Colorado has won five of its past six games to move back 

even at 43-43. 

 

“They know that we need them,” Arenado said. “We’re only gonna go as far as they do. They’re giving us a chance.” 

  



    

15 
 

Kiszla: You know the Blake Street Bombers. But let’s give ovation for Rockies’ original heavy hitter, the late Paul 
Jacobs 
“Paul was relentless getting the Rockies and baseball here,” Monfort said. “And he wouldn’t take no for an answer.” 
 
Mark Kiszla | TheDenverPost.com | July 3, 2018 
 

There would be no fireworks at Coors Field on the Fourth of July without him. 

 

He never hit a home run in LoDo. His name doesn’t elicit the same smiles as the Blake Street Bombers’ big blasts from 

the past. But trust me on this: The original baseball hero in Rockies history is Paul A. Jacobs, a Denver attorney who 

passed away Monday at age 78. 

 

On July 5, 1991, National League president Bill White welcomed Colorado to the big leagues as an expansion team, 

beating out stiff competition from Buffalo to Phoenix. 

 

“No Paul Jacobs, no Rockies at that time,” franchise founder and general partner Charlie Monfort told me. 

 

Without Jacobs, who knows? Maybe there never would have been purple pinstripes or any Rocktober miracle to 

remember. And certainly not a 25th anniversary celebration this summer for the team that helped transform Denver from a 

dusty old cowtown into one of America’s most vibrant cities. 

 

If that sounds like hyperbole, I humbly suggest you go back and review your Rockies history. The mother of this franchise 

was a dream. The father was a bluff. And Jacobs delivered the baby. Given all the complications at the time, you would’ve 

had to be Rocky Mountain High to believe he could pull it off. Come to think of it, that might be a decent working title for a 

“30 for 30” film on how Denver got baseball. 

 

Colorado chased and wooed the major leagues for nearly a generation. At the outset of the 1990s, when John Elway was 

the young prince of the city, Denver’s best sales pitch was to put the Rockies in Mile High Stadium, which was far better 

suited for playing football at altitude. 

 

“Paul was relentless getting the Rockies and baseball here,” Monfort said. “And he wouldn’t take no for an answer.” 
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Here’s the little anecdote I like best about the ingenuity displayed by Jacobs during the courtship. Afraid NL 

representatives might think 315 feet down the left-field line could make a joke of baseball at a mile above sea level, he 

ordered new white paint to fib the distance as 330 feet during an inspection a few scant months before the expansion 

decision was to be made. 

 

But there was one slight problem with Jacobs’ cunning plan to give the inspectors a little sleight of a painter’s hand. White 

had played in Denver as a minor-leaguer. And Jacobs was oh-so-busted. 

 

The expansion fee in 1991 was $95 million. It seems an impossibly good bargain by today’s crazy-billions franchise 

valuations. But, back in the day, Colorado had trouble finding anyone to put up the dough. 

 

The Rockies went through two ownership groups before the first pitch was thrown in 1993, and those monetary travails 

are well-documented. From the start, whether turning over every rock in a nationwide hunt for original investors or 

recruiting Colorado businessmen Jerry McMorris and Monfort to keep a faltering deal alive, it was Jacobs who was the 

fixer. 

 

“I stepped up because I trusted Paul Jacobs,” Monfort said. 

 

At the ballpark, the time-honored tradition to honor the dearly departed is a moment of silence. Jacobs, a Massachusetts 

native raised a Red Sox fan and relocated to Denver as a teenager in the Air Force, never sought much credit for making 

the Rockies a reality. His stance as a spectator at home games in Lodo was distinctive, in his own quiet way. Jacobs 

would sit, often with a baseball cap low on his forehead. Arms folded across his chest. Strong. Stoic. But always watching 

passionately, missing no detail. 

 

Although he would never advocate it, can I be so bold as to suggest the best way to thank Jacobs is with a raucous 

standing ovation from the big, happy crowd on the Fourth of July at the Coors Field? 

 

Let every firework that explodes over the ballpark be a warm salute to the franchise’s original heavy hitter. 
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Journal: Pat Valaika “in a much better place mechanically” as the Rockies wait for his consistent pinch-hitting 
spark 
In 2017, the 25-year-old’s 16 pinch-hit RBIs led all of baseball in addition to being the the most by a rookie since 1958 
 
Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | July 4, 2018 
 

Pat Valaika made his major-league hitting debut for Colorado on Sept. 8, 2016, and wasted no time recording a double in 

his opening at-bat. 

 

And after hitting his first home run in his first start a few weeks later, Valaika kept the good omens coming with a 2017 

campaign that saw him excel as a pinch hitter. He batted .328 (19-for-58) in 66 appearances in the role, and his 16 pinch-

hit RBIs led all of baseball in addition to being the most by a rookie since 1958. 

 

This year, though, the long and winding road to establishing oneself as a big-leaguer has kicked some dust up into 

Valaika’s face. After starting the season with the Rockies, the 25-year-old has been optioned twice to Triple-A 

Albuquerque, only to be recalled both times, the most recent repromotion coming June 23. 

 

Hindering Valaika’s ability to permanently stick on the 25-man roster are lackluster offensive numbers to the tune of a .138 

average (11-for-80) paired with just two RBIs and one longball, which came against the Dodgers last weekend. 

 

But the continued opportunities provided by manager Bud Black to the versatile defender — Valaika came up in the 

minors as a middle infielder but has also gained experience at the corner spots — are evidence enough of the potential 

the club sees in him beyond the paltry .138 mark. 

 

“Pat’s had a rough year statistically — and it’s been tough for him — but he’s hung in there,” Black said. “He had a big 

homer in L.A. to get us on the board against Rich Hill. He had a big 0-2 hit against Madison Bumgarner (on Monday). 

These are the things we need out of him, because it’s going to take all 25 guys to win.” 

 

Valaika knows he needs to emerge as a reliable utility player off the bench again this season — “you look around our 

infield and we’ve got a bunch of studs, so it’s not like there’s spots up for grabs by any means,” he said — and believes 

his several stints with the Isotopes have primed him to break out in  similar fashion to 2017. 
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“It was good to get at-bats and work on things in Triple-A, and now that I’m up here again, I have a better feel for my body 

and how it’s moving,” Valaika said. “I’m in a much better place mechanically than I was at the beginning of the season.” 

 

Also vouching for Valaika’s continued progress — even if it’s still slow to show up in the stat line — is shortstop Trevor 

Story, who played with him throughout part of three seasons, and various stops, in the minors. 

 

“It’s easier to take if a guy is struggling and you know he’s preparing and putting in all the work, which Pat always does,” 

Story said. “He plays really good defense. He’s got some thump in his bat. He’s just a solid ballplayer who has good at-

bats, and he’s one of those grinder guys who’s not going to go away.” 

 

Footnotes. As expected, the Rockies recalled right-hander Antonio Senzatela before Tuesday’s game against San 

Francisco for him to immediately start on the mound. The club’s corresponding move sent starter Chad Bettis to the 

disabled list with a blister on his middle throwing finger. That blister originally flared up during a start vs. Los Angeles on 

May 22 and then re-emerged during the right-hander’s shortened outing last Sunday. “This flare-up was such where it 

wasn’t going to be ready in five days, and Chad agreed,” Black said. “How he felt in L.A., with the pain and discomfort he 

was in, was a sign this was not going to alleviate itself in five days.” 

 

Looking ahead 

Giants LHP Andrew Suarez (3-4, 4.18 ERA) at Rockies LHP Tyler Anderson (5-3, 4.23), 6:10 p.m.,  ATTRM; 850 AM 

Anderson was pegged for five runs in five-plus innings in a loss to San Francisco on May 20, and Brandon Crawford, 

Gorkys Hernandez and Buster Posey have homered off the left-hander. The majority of Anderson’s struggles have come 

at home, too, with a 1-3 record and 5.26 ERA in seven starts at Coors Field. He’ll also have to show improvement early in 

the count against an aggressive Giants lineup, as the opposition is hitting .325 with four home runs when the count is 0-0, 

.375 when it’s 1-0 and .355 when it’s 0-1. Meanwhile, Colorado put up four runs in five innings against rookie Suarez in a 

win May 28, the only time the Rockies have faced him. 

 

Thursday: Off day 

Friday: Rockies RHP German Marquez (6-8, 5.14 ERA) at Mariners RHP Felix Hernandez (8-6, 5.11), 8:10 p.m., ATTRM 

Saturday: Rockies TBA at Mariners LHP James Paxton (8-2, 3.39), 2:10 p.m., ATTRM 

Sunday: Rockies LHP Kyle Freeland (8-6, 3.25) at Mariners LHP Wade LeBlanc (3-0, 3.38), 2:00 p.m., ATTRM 
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Kiszla vs. Saunders: How long will it take to fix Jon Gray and will he ever be the Rockies’ ace? 
 
Patrick Saunders | DenverPost.com | July 3, 2018 
 
 
Question: How long will it take to fix Jon Gray and will he ever be the Rockies’ ace? 

 

Kiz: Maybe the decision to demote Jon Gray to the minor leagues wasn’t difficult. His confidence was in tatters, with his 

electric stuff wrecked by far too many innings that spun out of control. But it had to be tough for the Rockies to send down 

their opening-day starter. Now for the tough questions: How long will it take to fix what’s wrong? And when he returns to 

the majors, what’s the best role for Gray? 

 

Saunders: The best role? The Rockies have batted around the idea of making Gray a reliever, but it’s a decision they 

don’t want to rush into. Manager Bud Black still envisions Gray as an effective starting pitcher because Gray possesses 

three big-league pitches: fastball, slider, curve. The right-hander’s problems are more mental than mechanical, so I don’t 

imagine we’ll see him back with the Rockies until well after the all-star break. 

 

Kiz: There’s no cheering in the press box, but it’s hard not to root for Gray. He’s a good dude, he really cares and he 

works diligently on his craft. Somebody asked me if Gray is Paxton Lynch, the Broncos’ former No. 1 draft choice now 

widely regarded as a bust. I understand the disappointment in the results of both Gray and Lynch. Their situations, 

however, are different. Lynch came to the NFL clueless about what it took to succeed. Gray knows what it takes. But he 

stumbles over his insecurities on the mound. 

 

Saunders: I root for the Gray Wolf, because he cares so much. Plus, he’s honest with media, maybe to a fault. I once told 

him that I thought he needed to lighten up and not be so hard on himself. He looked at me like I was nuts, and then said 

he has to be that way. He has the talent to succeed, no question. Last season, he allowed three or fewer earned runs in 

13 starts to end the season, going 7-3 with a 2.64 ERA and 80 strikeouts vs. just 16 walks. 

 

Kiz: I understand the theory that Gray’s fastball-slider combination might be better suited to short stints from the back end 

of the bullpen. But putting him on the emotional tightrope that is experienced night in and night out by a closer would 

seem to set up Gray for a hard fall. I think Gray’s future is as a starter. As the ace? No. Rather than carry the burden of 

being a leader, Gray needs to be one of the boys on the bus. 
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Saunders: I still think Gray’s future is as a starter. I don’t think it matters what label is pinned on him, because outside 

expectations don’t matter as much as the pressure he puts on himself. But I disagree with your notion that Gray wouldn’t 

thrive in the bullpen. I think his ability to grip it and rip it, plus drop in a curveball, would make him successful. Being a 

member of the boys in the band out in the bullpen might be a good thing for Gray. 
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Antonio Senzatela shoves for seven shutout innings as Rockies rout Giants to get back to .500 
A decisive 8-1 win over San Francisco at Coors Field put Colorado (43-43) in position for a momentum-laden sweep 
 
Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | July 3, 2018 
 

The moment of doubt in Antonio Senzatela’s 2018 starting pitching debut arrived abruptly in the first inning Tuesday night, 

when the Giants put runners on the corners and Pablo Sandoval strolled to the dish. 

 

But after Senzatela induced a Sandoval popout to end the threat, all doubt dissipated. The right-hander settled in, shoving 

his way to seven total innings of shutout baseball while the offense — highlighted by home runs from Nolan Arenado and 

Charlie Blackmon — ransacked Giants starter Chris Stratton. 

 

“One of the most important pitches of the game was the changeup on the 2-0 pitch to Sandoval in first inning that he 

popped up,” manager Bud Black said. “That might have been the most important pitch of the game.” 

 

The end result was a decisive 8-1 win over San Francisco at Coors Field, putting Colorado (43-43) in position for a 

momentum-laden sweep Wednesday — a victory that, if achieved, would get the Rockies above .500 for the first time 

since June 8. 

 

“It was huge to get out of that first inning with a zero — stranding those runners was huge, and I settled down nicely after 

that,” Senzatela said. “It felt good to be back out there as a starter again, and to keep things going in the right direction for 

our rotation.” 

 

Blackmon got things going with his solo homer in the bottom of the first, and a few batters later Gerardo Parra’s single 

brought home Arenado to give Colorado an early 2-0 cushion for Senzatela, who was officially recalled from Triple-A 

Albuquerque earlier in the day. 

 

Colorado added to its tally in the third via Trevor Story’s RBI triple to score Carlos Gonzalez, but it was Arenado who 

delivered the big blow via his three-run blast in the fifth that extended the lead to 6-0. 
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With the swing, Arenado took sole possession of first place in the National League with 22 home runs and moved into a 

tie for the most RBIs with 63. And for those on the way-too-early Triple Crown watch, Arenado ranks fifth in average at 

.313. Cincinnati second baseman Scooter Gennett leads the way at .332. 

 

Arenado continues to be a Giants killer, with 90 RBIs in 100 career games against San Francisco, the second-most 

among all active players (Matt Kemp, 93). 

 

“San Francisco brings out the best in me,” Arenado said. “With three World Series rings (recently), and how they’re 

always one of the top-tier teams in our division — I always really want to beat them, because I feel like they’ve always 

beat us in the past a lot.” 

 

Also of note on a perfect July evening in LoDo, capped by the first of two nights of fireworks: Second baseman DJ 

LeMahieu pulled off multiple web gems, one on a groundball up the middle to take away a single and another on a leap in 

shallow right to snare a line drive. 

 

And after two more insurance runs in the sixth via RBI knocks by LeMahieu and Blackmon, Mike Dunn, Jake McGee and 

Harrison Musgrave combined for the final six outs in front of a sellout crowd. Colorado has won five of its last six. 

 

Looking ahead 

Colorado Rockies starting pitcher Tyler Anderson ...Mark J. Terrill, The Associated PressColorado Rockies starting pitcher 

Tyler Anderson throws during the first inning of the team’s baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers on Friday, 

June 29, 2018, in Los Angeles. 

Giants LHP Andrew Suarez (3-4, 4.18 ERA) at Rockies LHP Tyler Anderson (5-3, 4.23), 6:10 p.m.,  ATTRM; 850 AM 

 

Anderson was pegged for five runs in five-plus innings in a loss to San Francisco on May 20, and Brandon Crawford, 

Gorkys Hernandez and Buster Posey have homered off the left-hander. The majority of Anderson’s struggles have come 

at home, too, with a 1-3 record and 5.26 ERA in seven starts at Coors Field. He’ll also have to show improvement early in 

the count against an aggressive Giants lineup, as the opposition is hitting .325 with four home runs when the count is 0-0, 

.375 when it’s 1-0 and .355 when it’s 0-1. Meanwhile, Colorado put up four runs in five innings against rookie Suarez in a 

win May 28, the only time the Rockies have faced him. 
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Thursday: Off day 

Friday: Rockies RHP German Marquez (6-8, 5.14 ERA) at Mariners RHP Felix Hernandez (8-6, 5.11), 8:10 p.m., ATTRM 

Saturday: Rockies TBA at Mariners LHP James Paxton (8-2, 3.39), 2:10 p.m., ATTRM 

Sunday: Rockies LHP Kyle Freeland (8-6, 3.25) at Mariners LHP Wade LeBlanc (3-0, 3.38), 2:00 p.m., ATTRM 
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Chad Bettis heads to the DL as Rockies call up Antonio Senzatela from Triple-A 
 
Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | July 3, 2018 
 

The Rockies sent starting pitcher Chad Bettis to the disabled list on Tuesday and recalled pitcher Antonio Senzatela from 

Triple-A Albuquerque. 

 

Bettis abruptly left Sunday’s game against the Dodgers in the top of the fourth inning. The club said the right-hander has a 

“hot spot” on the middle finger of his pitching hand. 

 

On the season, Bettis is 5-1 with a 5.10 ERA in 95 1/3 innings pitched. 

 

Senzatela, who posted a 6.23 ERA in 10 early-season appearances out of the Colorado bullpen before being optioned 

May 3, made a couple of trips to the disabled list this year — and missed several scheduled starts for the Isotopes — 

because of a groin strain. 
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As he makes All-Star push, Trevor Story has been on a tear lately 
 
Rich Kurtzman | MileHighSports.com | July 4, 2018 
 

Trevor Story, All-Star? 

 

Currently, Story is in fourth place among National League shortstops, with 820,000 votes, which puts him about 200,000 

and 300,000 votes behind second and third place men at the position, Dansby Swanson and Addison Russell. 

 

Still, many who watch the Colorado Rockies play daily believe wholeheartedly that Story should be included in his first-

ever All-Star Game in two weeks when it takes place in Washington, D.C. 

 

Why? 

 

Likely because he does everything on the diamond, and lately, he’s been raking from the plate. 

 

While he started this season slowly, batting .226 in March and April, his numbers have steadily risen month-by-month. 

 

And in the month of June — while the Rockies struggled, going 11-16 overall — Story was red-hot. His batting average 

soared to .333 in June, including 13 doubles and five home runs in that month alone. And even though they’re only three 

games into the month of July, his hot streak is continuing; Story is hitting .346 so far. 

 

Among his teammates, Story’s 23 doubles lead everyone, as does his 10 stolen bases. Which, for people not observing 

the team every day, may go missed; Story’s speed for a 6’1″ 210-pound shortstop is phenomenal. 

 

More evidence the Rockies youthful shortstop should be included in the All-Star Game: His 23 doubles are third-most at 

the position, as are his 16 home runs, and every other player near him is from the American League. Simply, no shortstop 

from the NL is hitting the ball as well as Story is, and that added element of being able to steal — he also leads the NL in 

that category from his position — makes him a perfect, versatile fit for the game. 
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When it comes to fielding, Story has had a few ups-and-downs, including his seven errors on the current season. But, he 

also regularly makes phenomenally athletic plays as well. 

 

Simply, at 25 years old, we’re seeing the emergence of a new star for the Rockies in Story. And as this grueling season 

drags on, Colorado fans have to hope he continues to improve and help carry his teammates going forward. 

 

Vote for Story, and the rest of the Rockies to make the All-Star Game — if you’re so inclined — here.  
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Rockies mourn the loss of Paul Jacobs, a founding father of team 
 
Rich Kurtzman | MileHighsports.com | July 4, 2018 
 

Paul Jacobs, who helped save the Colorado Rockies organization, has passed away at the age of 78, according to the 

team. 

 

Colorado Rockies 

@Rockies 

 A statement from Rockies Owner/Chairman & CEO Dick Monfort on the passing of Paul Jacobs: 

 

“I was saddened to hear of the passing of Paul Jacobs. I’ve been fortunate to have gotten to know him well over the last 

few years. 

 

Colorado Rockies 

@Rockies 

 A statement from Rockies Owner/Chairman & CEO Dick Monfort on the passing of Paul Jacobs: 

“I was saddened to hear of the passing of Paul Jacobs. I’ve been fortunate to have gotten to know him well over the last 

few years. pic.twitter.com/vXXzklpcIv 

 

Colorado Rockies 

@Rockies 

Paul was very instrumental in bringing Major League Baseball to Denver, and he’s one of the strongest and toughest guys 

I have ever met. Above all, he was a man of integrity and honor. He will be missed.” pic.twitter.com/zMYuxjBTsO 

 

Jacobs was a Denver-based attorney who not only helped establish the franchise, he also helped save them and bring 

together the second ownership group as well. He could, and should be remembered as one of the team’s founding 

fathers. 

 

In August of 1990, then-Governor Roy Romer put Jacobs in charge of the Colorado Baseball Partnership, who was to find 

a group who could own the team. Jacobs found Mickey Monus and John Antonucci, among others, and in mid-September 
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of 1990, the MLB heard the pitches from Buffalo, Denver, Orlando, South Florida, Tampa-St. Petersburg and Washington 

D.C. 

 

Then, in early 1991, the team created a season ticket drive, picked 20th and Blake Streets as the new site of the stadium, 

and announced that ballpark would be called Coors Field. In late March, the NL Expansion Committee visited Denver, and 

on June 10 of that year, then-Commissioner Fay Vincent announced Denver and South Florida would be the expansion 

sites. 

 

On July 5, 1991, Colorado was awarded the 27th franchise in the MLB. Just three days short of celebrating that 27th 

anniversary, Jacobs passed away. 

 

After finding the first ownership group — in which Monus and Antonucci had to sell their shares after a 

fraud/embezzlement scandal — Jacobs also helped find the second ownership group, which included Charlie Monfort, 

Jerry McMorris and Oren Benton. Jacobs not only found that second ownership group, he convinced Monus to transfer 

$10 million in Rockies stocks to Jacobs, who would transfer the stock to Monfort, McMorris and Benton six weeks later. 

 

Those three Coloradans took over ownership for the non-Coloradans, and a few weeks later, ground was broken on 

Coors Field. 

 

“To me, in my mind, the critical element was separating the general partnership from Monus and Antonucci,’’ Charlie 

Monfort said in 2016 per 9News. “To me, that was the most important aspect to keeping the franchise. The fans of 

Colorado were why we got the franchise. Paul did what he had to do to save it.” 

 

Without Jacobs finding Monfort, McMorris and Benton, it looked as though the Rockies would never play a single game in 

Colorado, and instead, be moved to Tampa, Florida. 

 

The late Jacobs saved the Rockies and he’s in-part to thank for the team thousands of fans cheer on today. 
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Rockies trounce Giants behind strong outing from Senzatela 
 
Aniello Piro | MileHighSports.com | July 3, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies defeated the San Francisco Giants by a lopsided, 8-1 score on Tuesday night at Coors Field. 

 

The Rockies’ Charlie Blackmon hit a solo home run to center field to begin the team’s scoring barrage. The homer was 

the first for Blackmon since June 20th and his first extra-base hit since the 22nd of the same month. Nolan Arenado and 

Trevor Story both followed with singles, setting up Gerardo Parra’s RBI single to right field and giving the Rockies a 2-0 

advantage. 

 

The Rockies added another run in the third inning when Trevor Story belted a two-out triple to right field to score Carlos 

Gonzalez, who had reached base on a single. 

 

With a comfortable lead after three innings, Antonio Senzatela, who started in place of Chad Bettis — who was placed on 

the 10-day disabled list before the game — preserved the Rockies’ lead while keeping the Giants’ hitters guessing all 

throughout the night. 

 

After Senzatela set down the Giants in order in the top half of the fifth inning, Colorado plated a trio of runs. The inning 

started with a walk to DJ LeMahieu and a Blackmon single before Arenado blasted his league-leading 22nd home run to 

dead center field, extending Colorado’s lead to 6-0. 

 

Senzatela mowed down the Giants in the top of the sixth inning, while the Rockies’ bats tacked on another two runs in the 

bottom half via RBI base hits from Blackmon and LeMahieu to put Colorado ahead, 8-0. 

 

Senzatela proceeded to work his third consecutive spotless inning in the seventh. That would be his last, as he finished 

the night allowing no runs on three hits while striking out four batters in his seven frames. Tuesday’s start was the first of 

the season for Senzatela, who won 10 games as a starter last season, but began this one in the bullpen. 
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The Giants scored their lone run of the ballgame in the eighth inning off of relief pitcher Mike Dunn, who surrendered an 

RBI single to Alen Hanson. Outside of that one run, the Rockies’ following pitchers — Jake McGee and Harrison 

Musgrave — locked things down and secured the victory for Colorado. 

 

The Rockies will have the opportunity to sweep the visiting Giants on Wednesday night at Coors Field. First pitch set for 

6:10 MST. 
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Rockies rock Giants behind Senzatela’s sensational returnDrew Creasman 
 
Drew Creasman | BSNDenver.com | July 4, 2018 
 

DENVER – In his first appearance since returning from Triple-A—and in the first game pitched by someone outside of the 

five rotational starters the Colorado Rockies began the season with—Antonio Senzatela was magnificent. 

 

The 23-year-old could not have asked for a warmer welcome back to the bigs, dominating the San Francisco Giants over 

seven innings. He gave up just three hits and did not walk a batter, striking out four. 

 

He was, simply put, Senzational. 

 

Colorado’s offense backed him up with an eight-run outburst, collecting 12 hits along the way and securing the most 

comfortable victory they’ve seen in a while. 

 

The Rockies got it started in the first beginning with a huge potential sign in Charlie Blackmon launching a solo home run 

over the wall in center. Not only did it score the all-important first run, it was his first extra-base hit since June 22 and his 

first homer since June 20. 

 

Nolan Arenado followed the Blackmon home run with a single to right, moved up to second on a single from Trevor Story, 

and scored on the third straight single, this one off the bat of Gerardo Parra, giving the Rockies a 2-0 early lead. It also 

gave Story 60 RBI on the season, putting him in fourth place in the National League. 

 

They tacked on in the third, getting a two-out line drive single from Carlos Gonzalez who scored when Story tripled into 

the corner in right, his fifth three-bagger of the season. 

 

The big inning came in the fifth. DJ LeMahieu led off with a walk and advanced on Blackmon’s single to left field. Arenado 

worked the count full before absolutely unloading on one, smashing his 22nd home run of the season well over the wall in 

center field. 

 

Moving him to 63 RBI on the year, Arenado took the NL lead in that category. 
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The Rockies added a pair of insurance runs in the sixth thanks to a couple of doubles from Desmond and LeMahieu and a 

single by Blackmon. 

 

The Giants were finally able to scratch out a run in the eighth against Mike Dunn who gave up a single to Austin Jackson, 

walked Nick Hundley, and allowed the RBI single to Alen Hanson. Jake McGee came in to induce a double play and end 

the inning. 

 

Harrison Musgrave worked the ninth and gave up a leadoff single to Brandon Belt. But he got Brandon Crawford to fly out, 

Pablo Sandoval to ground out (nearly a double play) but then he walked Hunter Pence and balked two runners into 

scoring position. That ended up moot when Joe Panik grounded out to third to end the game. 

 

Colorado improved to 43-43. 

 

WHAT’S NEXT: 

The Rockies aim for the …….. on a Fourth of July Wednesday baseball extravaganza. Tyler Anderson faces off against 

Andrew Suarez. First pitch at 6:10 Mountain Time. 
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BSN Exclusive: How Tom Murphy is making his defense more like his offense 
 
Drew Creasman | BSNDenver.com | July 3, 2018 
 

DENVER – There has never been a question—at least for those who have been paying attention—about the offensive 

skills of Colorado Rockies catcher Tom Murphy. 

 

Equipped with prodigious power and a smooth-yet-violent right-handed swing, he has been a force at the plate throughout 

each step of his minor league career and even in shorts stints at MLB. Famously, in 2015, despite only playing a month 

that, at the time, constituted his entire big league career, he smashed the third longest home run of anyone in the Majors. 

 

In 48 plate appearances this season, Murphy is slashing .319/.333/.447 and is still looking for his first homer but has also 

shown an ability to deliver in key pinch-hit at-bats, most recently in Monday’s win over the San Francisco Giants. 

 

So, why in the time since then has Murphy been unable to stick at the most elite level in the land? Some of it is bad luck 

arising out of ill-timed injuries. Not that there is ever a great time to get hurt. Some of it is a short-sample-size regression 

in his offense after returning from his injuries. But mostly, coaches in the organization tell BSN Denver, it has been his 

need to improve behind the plate. 

 

The Rockies have rebuilt their identity in the last half-decade as a run-prevention-first team. With a catcher’s ability (or 

potentially misfortune) to impact the game on every single pitch that is thrown, it is an absolute must that whoever dons 

the tools of ignorance for Colorado needs to be a kind of suit of armor for his pitching staff. 

 

With as young and inexperienced, yet talented, as the Rockies rotation is, they’ve turned to veteran Chris Iannetta and 

defensive-specialist Tony Wolters for most of the season. 

 

But the work Murphy has put in has led to enough improvement that the club simply could no longer allow his potentially 

elite bat to languish in Triple-A. And the more he shows he can be an asset behind the dish, the more opportunities he will 

get to swing the bat while standing at it. 
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Murphy is well aware of this dynamic and has put in the time. Manager Bud Black tells us there have been “noticeable 

improvements” that have already shown up in the 14 games he has played in 2018. 

 

The young catcher is giving all the credit to his coaches, and one in particular. 

 

“Anything that comes with catching, Mark Strittmatter has just been my main man,” Murphy said. “No matter what time of 

the year it is, he’s always sending me video. ‘Hey, see what this guy does. Hey, I think you can do this better.’ (Mike 

Redmond) is right there with you on that stuff. Stritty has kind of developed me single-handedly throughout my minor 

league process, for sure. Those guys have catching backgrounds, but Stritty does a great job with every single one of our 

catchers.” 

 

I asked if there was any one player that Murphy gravitated toward but he is clearly determined to carve his own path. 

 

“I’m combining things, for sure,” he explained. “Obviously, there’s no perfect player out there, but you can take the best of 

what the best do and mold them into your game and hopefully become better.” 

 

So far, he and his manager can feel the results. Though, when I asked him about a game where he made some pivotal 

blocks on balls in the dirt, he pointed out the one he missed later in the game. 

 

“That can’t happen,” he said with stern self-awareness. 

 

But the next day, he got seven opportunities in just the first few innings with German Marquez unable to keep his breaking 

stuff in the zone. Murphy ate up each and every one of them. 

 

“It was much better, for sure,” he said afterward. “I’ve just committed to making sure that everything I see down, I’m 

getting dirty on and making sure the ball stays in front of me. You have to be a brick wall back there.”   

 

And brick walls aren’t built overnight. 
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The uniqueness of the Rockies roster (and the versatility of Ian Desmond) have led to a situation where the team is 

carrying three catchers. A big part of that has also been that, after seeing what they have so far from Tom Murphy, has 

made it difficult to take him off the 25-man roster. 

 

As such, he will get his opportunity to keep laying the mortar and setting the bricks at the big league level. 

 

And, if it turns out that the work that Redmond, Strittmatter, and Murphy himself have put it brings his glovework anywhere 

close to the level of his bat, the Colorado Rockies have themselves something special. 
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Diagnosing Jon Gray 
 
Alex Chamberlain | Fangraphs.com | July 3, 2018 
 

In a fairly surprising turn of events, the Rockies demoted Jon Gray Saturday. Gray has arguably been baseball’s most 

enigmatic pitcher this year, posting a career-worst 5.77 ERA supported by career-best peripherals — e.g., a 13.4% 

swinging strike rate (SwStr%) underpinning a 28.9% strikeout rate (K%), and fielding independent metrics of 2.78 xFIP, 

3.08 FIP, and 3.15 SIERA. Given our most basic sabermetric understandings of baseball, Gray should be a very good 

pitcher, even if he pitches half his starts at hitters’ paradise Coors Field. 

 

I have written about how a common-breed Rockies pitcher’s peripherals might be penalized for calling Coors Field home 

(Gray inspired this bit of research as well). FIP metrics generally underestimate ERA by anywhere from 0.8 to 1.3 runs for 

home starts (compared to 0.0 to 0.2 runs for road starts), suggesting that Rockies pitchers may underperform (a) their 

FIPs by 0.35 runs or (b) their SIERAs by 0.65 runs — given error bars, maybe more. 

 

Still, that doesn’t explain why Gray’s ERA is nearly 6 right now. I shed light on the ridiculousness of the move; his strand 

rate (LOB%) is suppressed and his batting average on balls in play (BABIP) is elevated, even compared to his uniquely 

bad baselines. I’m not sure there’s much more to it. 

 

Nick Mariano of RotoBaller noted here that Gray’s fastball has been incredibly hittable since his debut and especially this 

year. Despite my thoughts on the inevitability of regression in Gray’s favor, I wanted to pursue Mariano’s train of thought a 

little further. Gray’s fastball is bad, but how bad? And why? 

 

Answer: it’s bad. I mean, this probably won’t surprise you, but among 125 pitchers with at least 300 batted balls against 

their four-seamers from 2015 through 2017, Gray’s fastball ranks 123rd in BABIP allowed (.362) and 106th in line drive 

rate (LD%) allowed (30.3%). Among 41 fastballs that allowed at least 500 batted balls (Gray’s incurred 505 from 2015-17), 

Gray’s predictably ranks last in BABIP and 36th in LD%. I’ve been talking about everything pre-2018, but this year has 

only been worse: 31% line drives (according to Baseball Prospectus’ PITCHf/x leaderboards) and a .406 BABIP allowed 

(source), respectively ranking 55th and dead last among 73 fastballs thrown 500 times this year. Four-seamers are 

particularly vulnerable pitches; Gray’s, exceedingly so. It’s hard to believe this is anything less than a trend. 
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I qualitatively compared the composition of Gray’s fastball to those of Hector Santiago, Ian Kennedy, and Matt Moore — 

all decidedly unimpressive pitchers who, nonetheless, suppress BABIP against their fastballs. Brooks Baseball has a 

“grooved pitches” variable; I expected Gray’s to be exorbitantly high relative to his colleagues. Alas, they all float in the 5% 

to 7% range, showing no significant differences. I looked at pitch location and movement, hoping but failing to eyeball a 

glaring outlier. There might be some merit to attributing the issue to Gray’s release points, which differ dramatically for his 

four-seamer compared to his other pitchers, which are clustered at a different release point. But the trend doesn’t hold in 

2014-15, and his fastball sucked then, too. I took the quantitative route and ran a few regressions that turned up empty as 

well. 

 

It’s an unsatisfying conclusion, but maybe it’s just an extremely bad pitch. (There’s a good quote from Ben Lindbergh’s 

piece for The Ringer this morning about Gray missing middle-middle too often.) You know who else throws an extremely 

bad primary pitch? Michael Pineda, who has the 2nd-worst BABIP the last four years (min. 400 innings) and whose cutter 

has incurred a .341 BABIP on more than 900 balls in play. We have all but accepted that Pineda is who he is. We might 

have to do the same with Gray — that these problems are not simply the product of Coors Field (he has a career 5.02 

ERA on the road). 

 

All of these problems begin to compound, too. Although I just wrote off Coors Field as being the problem with his fastball, 

it is the problem with just about everything else, being an extreme hitters’ park that, contrary to popular belief, plays up 

BABIP way more than it does home runs. Higher BABIP leads to more baserunners leads to lower strand rates (r2 = 0.28) 

leads to more runs allowed. The fielding independent metrics, founded upon regression analysis, look at key variables 

(strikeouts, walks, ground balls, etc.) and inherently assume all else (namely, BABIP and LOB%) is held constant. 

 

In other words, FIP and xFIP and SIERA evaluate a specific set of pitcher outcomes and assume everything else is 

league-average, for better or, in Gray’s case, for worse. Since 2000, Rockies pitchers have underperformed FIP by 0.32 

runs, xFIP by 0.53 runs, and SIERA by 0.54 runs (very slightly more conservative than the numbers from my ERA-minus-

SIERA post linked at the beginning). Those deficits encompass more than 26,000 innings thrown both home and away. (I 

know you’re expecting splits: 5.08 ERA versus 4.23 xFIP at home, 4.50 ERA versus 4.41 xFIP away.) We can’t 

reasonably expect Gray to come within half a run of his SIERA in the long run as a true-talent league-average BABIP 

pitcher, which he is not. It appears he’s worse than that. We should adjust our expectations accordingly. Gray’s career 

ERA-minus-SIERA differential stands at 1.10 runs. I think it’s a bit exaggerated, but it may not improve by a substantial 
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margin. This says nothing of his potential issues while pitching with runners on base, as Lindbergh discusses. However, 

I’m not completely sold on this being a legitimate issue; it’s supposedly the same problem that affected Robbie Ray in 

2016 with his historically high BABIP allowed, only to turn around and have a stellar 2017 campaign devoid of such 

problems. 

 

This brings us full circle: Gray can be both (1) not as good as we hope and also (2) “due” for regression. Those tenets are 

not mutually exclusive. Gray’s 2.62 ERA-minus-SIERA screams that he’s much better than his 5.77 ERA suggests, 

irrespective of Coors Field or his fastball. He will come back from AAA, hcash in on some good luck on his BABIP and 

LOB%, and have a dominant second half, and we will attribute the success to his demotion. Fact of the matter is pitchers 

historically have rarely, bordering on never, sustained a .386 BABIP and a 63.1% strand rates for a full season. 

 

Granted, the folks reading this post are more likely Gray believers than dissenters. I don’t need to convince you he’s 

better than this. But I do need to convince you Gray’s 2.78 xFIP betrays you. Gray’s absolutely a regression candidate, 

but he’s still not the staff ace the Rockies have so desperately needed for so long, nor is he the fantasy No. 2 you see 

under the surface. Given his current peripherals, he’s more likely a true-talent 4.00 ERA guy; given his career marks, 

maybe closer to 4.30 ERA. And if you believe in the issues with men on base: even worse. 
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Jon Gray tames the Chihuahuas in first Triple-A start since demotion 
Prospect news and game results from the Rockies minor league affiliates from Tuesday, July 3, 2018 
 
Nick Walsh | PurpleRow.com | July 4, 2018 
 

For the first time since being sent down to the Rockies’ Triple-A affiliate, Jon Gray took the mound last night and took care 

of business against the Chihuahuas. He lasted six innings, threw 80 pitches (52 for strikes), gave up two hits, two runs, 

and struck out six. He was dominant and no-hit El Paso through the first five innings before giving up a single and a home 

run in the 6th, but settled down and easily retired the final two batters of the inning before exiting for the evening. He was 

also 2-for-2 at the plate with a double and run scored. 

 

It was a big night for the ‘Topes on offense, too, and Mike Tauchman led the way by hitting a triple and a home run on the 

way to collecting four RBI. Garrett Hampson hit his 4th home run since being promoted to ABQ, and Ryan McMahon 

collected three hits, as well. 

 

In Asheville, Chad Spanberger continued his hot year by hitting his 20th bomb of the season on a two-hit night that 

included a double and three RBI, and Will Gaddis pitched six strong innings giving up one run on 6 hits and striking out 

three batters. 

 

Top 30 PuRPs 

 

★ ★ ★ 

Triple-A: Albuquerque Isotopes 11, El Paso Chihuahuas 5 

Jon Gray: 6.0 IP (W), 2 H, 2 ER, 6 K; 2-for-2, 2B, R 

Ryan McMahon (no. 2 PuRP): 3-for-5, 2 R, K 

Garrett Hampson (no. 9 PuRP): 1-for-5, HR, R, 2 RBI, K 

Jordan Patterson (no. 14 PuRP): 1-for-3, BB, R 

Mike Tauchman (no. 22 PuRP): 2-for-5, 3B, HR, 2 R, 4 RBI, 2 K 

★ ★ ★ 

Double-A: Reading Fightin Phils 7, Hartford Yard Goats 1 

Brendan Rodgers (no. 1 PuRP): 0-for-2, BB, HBP, SB 
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Brian Mundell (no. 13 PuRP): 1-for-4, K 

Forrest Wall (no. 16 PuRP): 0-for-4 

Dom Nuñez (no. 21 PuRP): 1-for-4, K 

Jesus Tinoco (HM PuRP): 5.0 IP (L), 7 H, 6 ER, BB, 2 K 

Roberto Ramos: 0-for-3, BB, 2 K 

★ ★ ★ 

High-A: Stockton Ports 7, Lancaster JetHawks 2 

Colton Welker (no. 5 PuRP): 1-for-4, K 

Tyler Nevin (no. 12 PuRP): 1-for-4, K 

Vince Fernandez (no. 28 PuRP): 0-for-4, 2 K 

★ ★ ★ 

Low-A: Asheville Tourists 7, Lexington Legends 2 

Ryan Vilade (no. 7 PuRP): 1-for-5, R 

Will Gaddis (no. 23 PuRP): 6.0 IP (W), 6 H, 1 ER, 3 BB, 3 K 

Chad Spanberger (no. 29 PuRP): 2-for-4, 2B, HR, 2 R, 3 RBI, K 

Sean Bouchard (ninth round, 2017): 2-for-4, 2 2B, 2 R, BB, K 

★ ★ ★ 

Short Season-A: Boise Hawks 7, Tri-City Dust Devils 3 

Jeffri Ocando (HM PuRP): 3.1 IP, 6 H, 2 ER, 3 BB, 1 K 

Jeff Bohling: 2-for-5, 2 HR, 2 R, 3 RBI, 2 K 

Daniel Jipping: 1-for-3, HR, R, 2 RBI, BB, K 

★ ★ ★ 

Rookie: Grand Junction Rockies 6, Orem Owlz 5 

Grant Lavigne (CBA Round A, 2018): 2-for-4, BB, RBI 

Coco Montes (15th round, 2018): 2-for-4, 3B, BB, 3 R, RBI 

★ ★ ★ 

Dominican Summer League: DSL Cardinals Blue 10, DSL Rockies 4 

Bladimir Restituyo: 3-for-5, 2B, RBI, SB, K 

Justin Oferman: 2-for-4: R, RBI, K 
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Gabriel Gil: 1-for-3, 2B, 2 R, BB, 2 K 

Dominican Summer League: DSL Colorado 5, DSL Tigers2 3 

Eddy Diaz: 1-for-5, R, SB 

Yolki Pena: 1-for-3, 2B, R, SB, BB, K 

Jose Cordova: 1-for-3, 3B, R, 3 RBI 

★  ★ 

Wednesday Probables 

Triple-A Albuquerque: Peter Lambert (no. 4 PuRP) vs. Tacoma Rainiers, 6:35 PM MT 

Double-A Hartford: Jack Wynkoop vs. Portland SeaDogs, 2:05 PM MT 

High-A Lancaster: Matt Dennis vs. Modesto Nuts, 7:35 PM MT 

Low-A Asheville: Frederis Parra vs. Rome Braves, 5:05 PM MT 

Short Season-A Boise: TBD vs. Eugene Emeralds, 7:15 PM MT 

Rookie Level Grand Junction: TBD vs. Ogden Raptors, 6:00 PM MT 
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Colorado Rockies vs. San Francisco Giants: Rain impacting July 4 game? 
 
Kevin Henry | RoxPile.com | July 4, 2018 
 

Could rain impact the July 4 game between the Colorado Rockies and San Francisco Giants at Coors Field? Weather 

forecasters say it’s possible. 

 

According to our friends at Coors Field Forecast (a great follow on Twitter, by the way), a strong initial round of 

thunderstorms could move through the Denver metro area between (local time) 4-7 p.m. They say another round could 

impact the game right around its conclusion or the start of the fireworks display. 

 

A check of the Denver NBC affiliate’s Web site shows (at the time of this writing) chances of rain this afternoon, including 

a 40 percent chance around 5 p.m. The chances then go down, but start to increase again around 8 p.m. 

 

Rockies fans should keep an eye on the sky and be prepared for the possibility of some wet weather. 

 

Colorado has taken the first two games of the series against the Giants, including an 8-1 victory on Tuesday night in front 

of a sellout crowd that enjoyed a spectacular fireworks show after the game. Another sellout crowd is expected for the 

Independence Day festivities. 

 

Tyler Anderson (5-3, 4.23 ERA) will take the mound for Colorado while San Francisco will counter with Andrew Suarez (3-

4, 4.18 ERA). The Rockies (43-43) are chasing San Francisco (45-42) in the National League West standings. Entering 

Thursday’s play, the Rockies are five games behind the division-leading Arizona Diamondbacks, 1.5 games behind the 

Los Angeles Dodgers and 3.5 games behind the Giants. 

 

Colorado’s last two wins at home have helped the Rockies re-establish their winning mojo at Coors Field. The Rockies 

were 15-22 at home before using dominating pitching from starters Kyle Freeland and Antonio Senzatela to grab the last 

two games. 

 

The Rockies have won four of their last five games against the Giants at Coors Field as well as 14 of their last 16 

meetings with San Francisco at 20thand Blake. 



    

43 
 

 

Tuesday night’s win was kicked off by the Rockies scoring a pair of runs in the first inning, giving them a league-leading 

72 first-inning runs. Charlie Blackmon keyed the early outburst with his 15thhome run of the season. It snapped a 17-

game homerless streak for Chuck Nazty, who went 3-for-5 in the victory. 

 

We will be in the press box at Coors Field and will bring you any weather-related news that could impact the game. Stay 

tuned. 
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Colorado Rockies morning after: Antonio Senzatela’s secret weapon 
 
Kevin Henry | RoxPile.com | July 4, 2018 
 

Antonio Senzatela returned to the Colorado Rockies rotation with a splash on Tuesday night at Coors Field. The 23-year-

old right-hander threw seven scoreless innings, allowing just three hits and striking out as the Rockies continued their 

home domination of the San Francisco Giants with an 8-1 shellacking in front of 48,072 fans. 

 

It could have been a different story had it not been for Senzatela getting out of a first-inning jam. San Francisco’s Alen 

Hanson opened the game with a single and moved to third on Brandon Crawford’s two-out single. With the Giants 

threatening to grab the early lead, Senzatela went 2-0 on Pablo Sandoval … and then he did something that the Rockies 

have pushed for all of their young pitchers to do. He went with a changeup. 

 

Sandoval popped his changeup up to Trevor Story, who cradled the catch for the final out. The inning and threat were 

suddenly over. 

 

According to BaseballSavant.com, that changeup was one of 14 thrown by Senzatela on the night, third in his arsenal of 

pitches behind the fastball (61 pitches) and slider (17 pitches). It may not seem like a lot, but those changeups and their 

effectiveness were one of the reasons why Senzatela was so dominant in his return to the Rockies rotation. 

 

“”That might have been the most important pitch of the game,” Colorado Rockies manager Bud Black told Rox Pile and 

other media members after the win. “I think the changeup is a great pitch. Senzatela, (German) Marquez, (Kyle) Freeland, 

some of our younger pitchers with less than two years of service time, these fellas have tried to develop a change in the 

minor leagues. 

 

“It takes a little time for these fellas to learn this pitch but we’re adamant about it because we know eventually it’s going to 

come into play.” 

 

It came into play on Tuesday night … and it was a break from the norm for Senzatela. Coming into the game, he had used 

the changeup just 0.3 percent of his pitches in 10 relief appearances in 2018 prior to being optioned to Triple-A 
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Albuquerque on May 3. It’s obvious it was one of the things he worked on while in New Mexico and perhaps one of the 

reasons why he put together a 2.15 ERA and 3-1 record in eight starts with the Isotopes. 

 

“I got a good result from it and I just kept throwing it,” Senzatela told members of the media after the game. “It was huge 

to get out of that first inning with a zero. Stranding those runners was huge, and I settled down quickly.” 

 

Colorado starters have been dominant in recent games. In Colorado’s last 11 games, starting pitchers have combined for 

a 2.99 ERA. That will make a difference in your chances at winning a Major League game … and the Rockies are winning 

right now, climbing back to .500 (43-43) behind Senzatela’s strong start. 

 

If Colorado’s young pitchers can continue to perform the way they have and use the changeup as Senzatela did on 

Tuesday night, it’s a very good sign for a Rockies team trying to find its way back to the postseason for the second 

straight campaign. 
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Rockies Rotation Juggling Begins With Addition of Senzatela And Then. ... 
 
Tracy Ringolsby | InsidetheSeams.com | July 4, 2018 
 
The Rockies are the only team in the National League that has used only five starting pitches since Opening Day. 

 

That's about to change. 

 

Antonio Senzatela gets the call on Tuesday night against the Giants. Senzatela opened the season in the bullpen, and 

then spent the last two months at Triple-A Albuquerque stretching out to return to the role of a starter while battling a 

minor groin strain. 

 

Senzatela was impressive in his starts for the Isotopes -- when he wasn't battling a groin strain that sidelined him twice 

and limited his work load in his first start after being sidelined a second time. 

 

A OKAY AT TRIPLE-A 

DATE OPP W L ERA IP H ER BB SO 

5/5/2018 ELP 0 0 2.25 4 2 1 1 8 

5/10/2018 @RNO 1 0 1 5 4 0 2 4 

5/15/2018 @LV 1 0 2.57 5 5 3 1 6 

5/26/2018 @SAC 0 1 2.25 6 4 1 0 6 

5/31/2018 FRE 0 0 2.08 6 5 1 2 9 

6/6/2018 @IOW 0 0 2.7 0.2 2 2 2 0 

6/23/2018 @FRE 0 0 2.7 3.1 4 1 3 5 

6/28/2018 SAC 1 0 2.15 7.2 3 0 1 4 

TOTALS  3 1 2.15 37.2 29 9 12 42 

 

Senzatela replaces Jon Gray, who was sent to Albuquerque during the weekend to work on developing consistency. 

And a seventh member of the rotation could be on the way.  
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Chad Bettis came out of his Sunday start in Los Angeles after three innings because of a recurring blister problem. He 

was placed on the disabled list Tuesday. The Rockies used his spot to activate Senzatela, and Rockies manager Bud 

Black said with the Rockies off on Thursday and Monday, he will keep the four current starting pitchers on their regular 

four days rest instead of giving them an extra day. 

 

As a result the Rockies won't need another starter until July 14, two days before the All-Star Break. 

 

Freeland will start Saturday in Seattle, and Senzatela on Sunday. With the Rockies off next Monday, they could use Tyler 

Anderson, German Marquez, Freeland and Senzatela on regular rest before having to fill a rotation void in that game 

against the Mariners at Coors Field. 

 

“It came out of nowhere in May, and throughout (each) game it continued to get worse,” Bettis said. “(Sunday), kind of the 

same thing. It flared up a little bit in my pre-game bullpen, and then inning-to-inning it just continued to get worse and 

affect all of my pitches at extension.” 

 

While Bettis has tried to pitch through the finger issue, it is apparent it was a struggle. He was 4-1 with a 2.43 ERA in his 

first seven starts, average 6 1/3 innings pitched.  

 

In his 10 starts since May 11, Bettis is 1-0 with a 7.71 ERA. He has allowed five or more runs in six of the starts, and has 

had only one quality start. 

 

THIS 10 ISN'T PRETTY 

Date Opponent  W L IP H R ER HR BB IBB HB SO 

5/11/2018 Mil L 11-10 0 0 5 10 7 7 1 3 0 0 3 

5/17/2018 @SF W 5-3 0 0 6 5 3 3 1 2 0 0 5 

5/22/2018 @LAD L 5-3 0 0 5 3 2 2 0 3 0 0 4 

5/28/2018 SF W 6-5 0 0 6 10 5 5 1 0 0 0 2 
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Date Opponent  W L IP H R ER HR BB IBB HB SO 

6/3/2018 LAD L 10-7 0 0 5.2 7 5 5 2 0 0 0 6 

6/9/2018 Ari L 12-7 0 0 4 5 5 5 3 2 0 2 6 

6/15/2018 @Tex W 9-5 1 0 5.2 6 5 5 2 3 0 0 6 

6/20/2018 NYM W 10-8 0 0 4.2 9 8 8 0 5 1 0 4 

6/26/2018 @SF L 3-2 0 0 6.1 6 2 2 1 4 2 0 4 

7/1/2018 @LAD L 6-4 0 0 3 2 2 2 0 2 0 1 2 

   W L INN H R ER HR BB IBB HB SO 

Totals ERA 7.71   1 0 51.1 63 44 44 11 24 3 3 42 

 

When the Rockies need a fifth starter, they could recall right-hander Jon Gray or Jeff Hoffman, who was among the 

starters on the staff last year, but opened this season on the disabled list. He was eventually activated and optioned to the 

Isotopes. He made a recent appearance with the Rockies in a relief role, but was sent back to Albuquerque to continue to 

work as a starting pitcher. 

 

The concern with Gray was the inconsistency from one start to another. He was dominating in the seven games he won, 

but struggled in his 10 other starts. 

 

THREE SHADES OF GRAY 

Situation W L G GS IP H R ER HR BB SO ERA 

Wins 7 0 7 7 45 35 9 9 3 9 57 2.57 

Losses 0 7 7 7 34.2 54 37 36 5 14 41 9.42 

No Decisions 1 2 3 3 12.3 19 15 14 3 6 21 10.22 

Totals 7 7 17 17 92 108 61 59 11 29 119 5.77 
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The consistent in the rotation has been right-hander Kyle Freeland, a native of Denver who is on pace to put together the 

best season ever at Coors Field. Only one pitcher who worked 60 or more innings at Coors Field in a season has an ERA 

lower than Freeland's current 2.89 -- Jorge De La Rosa, who had a 2.76 ERA in 2013.  

 

W L ERA GS INN H R ER HR BB SO  

2018 5 2 2.89 7 43.2 34 14 14 7 17 37 

2017 6 8 3.72 16 87 89 41 36 7 35 66 

Totals 11 10 3.44 23 130.2 123 55 50 14 52 103 

 

And his 3.44 career ERA at Coors Field is the lowest for any pitcher who made at least 20 starts in the Rockies home 

park. He is one of only three pitchers with at least 20 starts who has an ERA below 4.00 at Coors Field, and one of only 

11 with an ERA below 5.00 at Coors Field. 

 

COORS FIELD SURVIVORS 

Player Season ERA 

Kyle Freeland 2017-2018(2) 3.44 

Ubaldo Jimenez 2006-2011(6) 3.67 

Tyler Anderson 2016-2018(3) 3.86 

Jhoulys Chacin 2009-2014(6) 4.21 

Jorge De La Rosa 2008-2016(9) 4.31 

Byung-hyun Kim 2005-2007(3) 4.56 

Aaron Cook 2002-2011(10) 4.65 

Joe Kennedy 2004-2005(2) 4.72 

Jon Gray 2015-2018(4) 4.75 

Jeff Francis 2004-2013(8) 4.92 
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Player Season ERA 

Jason Hammel 2009-2011(3) 4.95 
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Wednesday Stats: 1st Things 1st 
 
Tracy Ringolsby | InsidetheSeams.com | July 4, 2018 
 

The Rockies lead Major League Baseball in runs scored in the first inning. They, however, also are tied with the White 

Sox for the MLB lead in runs allowed in the first inning. And with the Rockies it's a push -- 72 scored and 72 earned. They 

also have the highest batting avergein the first, but on the mound they have the highest first-inning ERA and batting 

average allowed. 

 

HIGH-SCORING BEGINNING 

Team R AVG  Team R ER ERA AVG 

Rockies 72 0.299  Rockies 72 72 7.53 0.295 

Indians 62 0.275  White Sox 72 67 7.09 0.293 

D-Backs 60 0.265  Orioles 71 67 7.18 0.31 

Royals 58 0.299  Reds 65 57 5.97 0.286 

Yankees 55 0.254  Pirates 59 51 5.4 0.27 

Tigers 53 0.254  Giants 58 55 5.69 0.267 

Nationals 53 0.255  Mariners 56 56 5.86 0.292 

Dodgers 52 0.235  Marlins 54 53 5.48 0.24 

Mariners 52 0.264  Red Sox 53 52 5.38 0.265 

Red sox 50 0.261  Mets 51 49 5.38 0.276 

    Rangers 51 49 5.13 0.281 

Source: Stats, Inc. 

 

No surprise, Charlie Blackmon and DJ LeMahieu both rank among the top 10 players in MLB in first-inning batting 

average with Blackmon having hit an MLB-best 10 home runs. 

 

1ST INNING CATALYSTS 



    

52 
 

Player Team Avg 

Buster Posey Giants 0.404 

Matt Kemp Dodgers 0.395 

Michael Brantley Indians 0.393 

Nolan Arenado Rockies 0.388 

Nicholas Castellanos Tigers 0.388 

Whit Merrifield Royals 0.369 

Trey Mancini Orioles 0.365 

Jon Jay Royals/Dbacks 0.358 

J.D. Martinez Red Sox 0.346 

DJ LeMahieu Rockies 0.345 

Source: Stats, Inc. 

 

The Rockies find themselves at .500 in their first 86 games of the season. It is only the 10th time in franchise history the 

Rockies have been at .500 or better at the 86-game point in the season. 

 

W L Pct. RS RA Diff Final Place Post-season  

2017 49 37 0.57 427 401 26 87-75 3 Wildcard 

1995 48 38 0.558 461 441 20 77-67 2 Wildcard 

2010 48 38 0.558 419 374 45 83-79 3  

2009 46 40 0.535 431 394 37 92-70 2 Wildcard 

2000 45 41 0.523 527 490 37 82-80 4  

2003 44 42 0.512 467 450 17 74-88 4  

2006 44 42 0.512 406 391 15 76-86 4  
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W L Pct. RS RA Diff Final Place Post-season  

1997 43 43 0.5 500 487 13 83-79 3  

2007 43 43 0.5 418 427 -9 90-73 2 NL Pennant 

2018 43 43 0.5 405 441 -36 TBD TBD TBD 
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Blister Gets Best of Bettis; Right-hander Goes on Disabled List 
 
Tracy Ringolsby | InsidetheSeams.com | July 4, 2018 
 

For eight weeks, Chad Bettis downplayed the problems with what was termed a "hot spot" on the middle finger of his right 

hand. 

 

Bettis finally had to admit he wasn't getting any better. After coming out of a start against the Dodgers at Dodger Stadium 

on Sunday after three innings, Bettis was placed on the 10-day disabled list Tuesday. That opened a roster spot for the 

recall of Antonio Senzatela to start Tuesday night in the rotation spot that had belonged to Jon Gray. 

 

Manager Bud Black said Bettis' situation wasn't getting any better,  so the decision was made to "put him on the disabled 

list and see where we are (in 10 days). 

 

"This thing has bothered him off and on for a month and a half. In Chad's case it is frustrating. He has never had an issue 

like this in his career. He doesn't know how to handle it because it is new." 

 

The Rockies are off Thursday and Monday. Black said the team would keep the four current starters -- Senzatela, Tyler 

Anderson, German Marquez and Kyle Freeland -- on their normal four days of rest instead of giving them an extra day 

between starts. As a result, the Rockies won't need someone to step in for Bettis until the Saturday before the All-Star 

Break, July 14 against Seattle at Coors Field. 

 

Black said there are a variety of options for that game. Bettis would be eligible to be activated by then, although it's likely 

the Rockies would wait until after the All-Star Break to give him an extra week.  

 

Black said the Rockies could turn to their bullpen to start that one game, depending on how much relievers are used 

leading up to that night, or they could bring up a pitcher from Triple-A Albuquerque, where the rotation now includes Jeff 

Hoffman and Jon Gray, who was sent down on Sunday. 

 

BETTIS BEFORE THE BLISTER 
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Date Opponent  W L IP H R ER HR BB SO 

4/2/2018 @SD W 7-4 1 0 5 5 2 2 1 4 4 

4/7/2018 Atl W 3-2 0 0 5.2 4 1 1 0 2 3 

4/12/2018 @Was W 5-1 1 0 7 3 1 1 1 2 5 

4/17/2018 @Pit W 2-0 1 0 7.1 5 0 0 0 2 3 

4/23/2018 SD L 13-5 0 0 5 5 4 4 1 2 5 

4/29/2018 @Mia L 3-0 0 1 7 4 2 2 1 1 5 

5/5/2018 @NYM W 2-0 1 0 7 6 0 0 0 1 2 

   W L INN H R ER HR BB SO 

Totals ERA 2.05 BA: .206   4 1 44 32 10 10 4 14 27 

 

BETTIS SINCE BLISTER 

Date Opponent  W L IP H R ER HR BB IBB HB SO 

5/11/2018 Mil L 11-10 0 0 5 10 7 7 1 3 0 0 3 

5/17/2018 @SF W 5-3 0 0 6 5 3 3 1 2 0 0 5 

5/22/2018 @LAD L 5-3 0 0 5 3 2 2 0 3 0 0 4 

5/28/2018 SF W 6-5 0 0 6 10 5 5 1 0 0 0 2 

6/3/2018 LAD L 10-7 0 0 5.2 7 5 5 2 0 0 0 6 

6/9/2018 Ari L 12-7 0 0 4 5 5 5 3 2 0 2 6 

6/15/2018 @Tex W 9-5 1 0 5.2 6 5 5 2 3 0 0 6 

6/20/2018 NYM W 10-8 0 0 4.2 9 8 8 0 5 1 0 4 

6/26/2018 @SF L 3-2 0 0 6.1 6 2 2 1 4 2 0 4 

7/1/2018 @LAD L 6-4 0 0 3 2 2 2 0 2 0 1 2 

   W L INN H R ER HR BB IBB HB SO 
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Date Opponent  W L IP H R ER HR BB IBB HB SO 

Totals ERA 7.71 BA .306   1 0 51.1 63 44 44 11 24 3 3 42 

 


