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Cubs.com 
Cubs catch, pass Cards to win series  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
ST. LOUIS -- Manager Joe Maddon liked what he saw of the Cubs' approach on Saturday night, especially 
when batters faced two-out, two-strike situations. 
 
Hey, it's never too early to prepare for the postseason. 
 
Ian Happ, Kyle Schwarber and Willson Contreras all contributed clutch RBI hits with two outs and two 
strikes in the count, and Jason Heyward added a two-run homer for insurance in the eighth inning to lift 
the Cubs to a 6-3 victory over the Cardinals at Busch Stadium. 
 
"We get to the playoffs, you need to be able to do things," Maddon said. "You're seeing good pitching all 
the time. Good pitchers don't throw cookies and say, 'Here, hit home runs.' We have to learn how to 
manufacture [runs] when the pitches aren't there to hit over the wall." 
 
Happ's RBI double with two outs in the seventh was key because it gave the Cubs a 4-3 lead, their first 
advantage in the game. Heyward didn't want to get too deep in the count against the Cardinals' Jordan 
Hicks in the eighth and launched a 99-mph fastball for his fourth home run. 
 
"Love it," Maddon said of the clutch hitting. "Listen, that is my No. 1 priority offensively. Homers will 
come. Pitchers throw homers. When hitters try to hit homers on all the pitches thrown to them, the 
results are normally bad. Let pitchers throw you home runs. Be in position to hit the ball hard with two 
strikes. Understand they're not giving you that pitch to drive out of the ballpark. Why not adapt? That's 
where the action will come back into the game, that's where you'll get more movement, that's where 
you'll get the entertainment you're looking for." 
 
Kyle Hendricks benefited from the offense, ending a personal three-game losing streak with the win. The 
Cubs had scored three runs total in his last three games, and he'd also given up a home run in each 
outing. That continued on Saturday, as Marcell Ozuna gave the Cardinals a 2-0 lead in the first. 
 
Heyward has been focusing on improving his hitting, taking advantage of time off when he was on the 
concussion disabled list. Since he's come off the DL on May 18, Heyward has a slash line of 
.318/.352/.506. 
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"He's the guy who has really ascended among the group," Maddon said. "He's made all the difference by 
being able to hit second and providing some really big hits in the latter part of the game. He's really 
good as the game gets in progress." 
 
Asked if the break made a difference, Heyward laughed. He was batting .227 with a slugging percentage 
of .340 before he went on the DL. 
 
"I know I made strides," Heyward said. "You can't waste any days. That's how hard the game is. When 
you're going through things, it's hard to slow it down. It's hard to break everything down and pay 
attention. I try to use my time wisely." 
 
And the difference? He's using his hands more, keeping things simple. 
 
"It's way easier to make adjustments on the fly when I'm trying to throw my hands at the ball instead of 
arms and trying to muscle the ball all over," he said. "It's hard to catch everything when you're going at 
it day in and day out. I was able to see it and work on it and feel it, and here we go." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Vroom vroom: Russell had three hits -- a pair of doubles and a leadoff home run in the fourth off the 
first pitch from Martinez. The homer, just his third of the season, landed on the center-field berm and 
tied the score at 2. 
 
Road warrior: Heyward seems to thrive on the road, and entered the game batting .302 away from 
Wrigley Field this season. In the eighth, Ben Zobrist reached on an errant throw by shortstop Yairo 
Munoz, and Heyward went deep on the first pitch from Hicks for the first home run off the rookie 
reliever. Heyward homered on a 99.1-mph sinker, the fourth-fastest pitch hit for a home run this season. 
With an exit velocity of 104 mph, it was the second hardest by a left-handed batter, trailing Ozzie Albies' 
homer off Noah Syndergaard on April 20. 
 
SOUND SMART 
Ozuna's homer was the 14th this season off Hendricks, who gave up 17 over 139 2/3 innings in 2017. 
Half of the homers Hendricks allowed this year have been hit in the first inning, but he doesn't get 
rattled. 
 
"A couple years in the big leagues has helped that," Hendricks said. "If it was early in my career, I might 
have a different thought process. It's one of those things. I'm battling and getting really hurt when I 
make a bad pitch. There's nothing I can do, I can't get it back. That's where my focus is now -- the next 
pitch." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"Eight days -- that's pretty good rest. I didn't feel too bad. I guess it took me a few pitches to get into the 
inning. The results worked out." -- closer Brandon Morrow, who appeared in his first game since June 7 
and picked up the save. 
 
MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
With two on and one out in the Cardinals' ninth, Matt Carpenter popped up along the left-field line. 
Third baseman Kris Bryant couldn't get his glove on the ball and was charged with an error. The 
Cardinals challenged that the ball dropped in fair territory, but after a review, the ruling stood. 
 
UP NEXT 



 
Jose Quintana will close the series on Sunday night at Busch Stadium against the Cardinals' Jack Flaherty. 
Quintana has given up two runs or fewer in three straight starts for the first time since June 16-27, 2017. 
He limited the Brewers to two runs, both on solo homers, in his most recent outing, lasting six innings, 
and is 4-2 with a 2.68 ERA in seven road starts. He lost a start against the Cardinals on May 4, giving up 
three unearned runs over four innings. First pitch is scheduled for 7:05 p.m. CT on ESPN. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
It took 10 years, but Bass earns college degree  
By Carrie Muskat 
 
ST. LOUIS -- Both Kyle Hendricks and Luke Farrell have degrees in finance. Reliever Anthony Bass has 
joined them as a college graduate, having recently received his business degree with a focus on 
management information systems from Wayne State University. 
 
It just took him 10 years to do it. 
 
Bass, 30, was attending Wayne State when he was drafted in 2008 by the Padres. Since then he's 
pitched in Tucson, Oklahoma City and Round Rock, as well as for the Padres, Astros and Rangers. He 
spent 2016 in Japan before returning to the Major Leagues. 
 
"It's something I've always wanted to do -- finish my degree," Bass said on Saturday. "It's something I 
started, something I invested a lot of my time in -- and obviously, money, too. It was always in the back 
of my mind to want to finish. Going overseas in '16, I had more time when I was playing there than I do 
here, and I just picked it back up." 
 
Bass was pitching for the Nippon-Ham Fighters, and even though there is a 13-hour time difference 
between Wayne State's campus in Detroit and Tokyo, he was able to finish his classes online. 
 
"The time change was tough," Bass said. "They usually had deadlines, so I could work all week on an 
assignment. If I took a test, they'd give me a 24-hour window to finish it." 
 
The professors would record their lectures and post them so Bass could watch in his free time. 
 
Bass completed his final exam at the end of April and received an email the second week of May, when 
he was pitching for Triple-A Iowa, informing him that he'd earned his diploma. He missed the spring 
graduation ceremony, but could take part in another in December. 
 
"Whenever my playing days are done, coaching has been in the back of my mind, and I know in order to 
coach at the college level, you have to have a minimum bachelor's degree," he said. "It was motivation 
to finish my degree if I wanted to go into coaching at the college level." 
 
And his parents' reaction? 
 
"They're definitely happy I finished," he said. "It took me a while, but I finished it." 
 
• Entering Saturday, closer Brandon Morrow had not pitched since June 7; manager Joe Maddon 
planned to check with the right-hander to see if he needs some game action, and he gave him some in 
the ninth inning of the Cubs' 6-3 win over the Cardinals. 
 



 
In his one scoreless frame, Morrow allowed two hits and struck out two. 
 
"I'd like to keep him sharp, but guys like that can normally throw on the side and stay sharp," Maddon 
said. 
 
Morrow is now 16-for-17 in save opportunities this season, with a 1.59 ERA. 
 
• What was Maddon thinking in the ninth inning on Friday when he pulled Farrell rather than have him 
face Cardinals' pitcher John Brebbia? The Cubs had a 13-5 lead, and Brebbia had just one career at-bat. 
 
"I did not want Farrell to throw more pitches," Maddon said. "There's no telling -- if [Brebbia] fouled a 
couple balls off, [Farrell] could end up with 40 pitches last night. I wanted him right around 30. It didn't 
matter who was going to hit for them, [Randy] Rosario was going to pitch. Quite frankly, if anyone didn't 
like it, that's too bad. It's all about saving my guys." 
 
Farrell threw 28 pitches on Friday, and both he and Rosario were expected to be available on Saturday. 
 
"Sometimes people don't get it," Maddon said. "When you're trying to conserve and preserve people, 
10 pitches matter, they matter a lot. That was it." 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Cubs make their move from going yard to getting on board  
By Jesse Rogers 
 
ST. LOUIS -- For much of the season, there has been a power outage on the north side of Chicago, as the 
Cubs have worked to transform their offense from one of many strikeouts and home runs to one that 
makes more contact. Of course, they want to keep the long ball in play -- and they're starting to deliver 
home runs as well -- but right now they rank just eighth in the National League in homers per game (1.1) 
after missing out on the league lead last season by just one big fly. 
 
"That's not a good thing because power was down for my team last year," hitting coach Chili Davis said 
with a half-smile on Saturday before the Chicago Cubs played the St. Louis Cardinals. 
 
Unprompted, Davis addressed the small elephant in the room. Last year, his Boston Red Sox hitters were 
last in the American League in home runs but currently rank second in that category. Meanwhile, the 
Cubs are the team now hitting fewer homers under Davis, but they are striking out less as well. 
 
"It makes sense because if you're up there swinging for home runs, you're going to strike out more," 
Davis said. "You're going to leave your zone more, and your swings will be bigger." 
 
Currently, the Cubs chase pitches out of the strike zone 1 percent less than they did last season, so 
perhaps the message for more contact is getting through. But who doesn't like home runs? The goal is 
to hit homers at a high rate and make lots of contact, though that's easier said than done. 
 
"I think it's something we have to evaluate over a little bit of a longer period of time," general manager 
Jed Hoyer said regarding the Cubs' reduced power. "We haven't hit as many home runs, and in theory 
that's concerning, but it's a small sample. Let's look later on and see where we're at." 
 



 
Fair enough. It's what many players said as well, though some echoed Davis' thoughts: Fewer strikeouts 
probably mean fewer home runs. 
 
"I would say that's a natural thing," Kyle Schwarber said. "If you're going to make more contact, you 
might not take as big of a swing." 
 
Have the Cubs moved too far in that direction? There are days when the long ball is about all you might 
get, and the Cubs haven't been able to square up as many balls as they did in the past. For example, last 
Wednesday was a tough day to hit at Miller Park for both the Cubs and the Brewers. The roof was open 
on a sunny day, and there wasn't a cloud in the sky. Seeing the ball was an issue, and Lorenzo Cain 
accounted for the only run of the game with a solo home run. 
 
"The Brewers got their home run, and we didn't," manager Joe Maddon said afterward. 
 
Two days later, the Cubs played home run derby when they went deep three times against the Cardinals 
in a 13-5 win. According to ESPN Stats & Information research, the Cubs hit three homers in 18 percent 
of their games last season. That's down to 13.4 percent this year. The question the Cubs must answer is 
one that team president Theo Epstein asks often: Is it "baked" into their approach? 
 
"I prefer our guys to make adjustments with two strikes, but we're still full-throttle with less than two 
strikes," Maddon said. 
 
Perhaps the Cubs have some middle ground to find. After all, with Maddon and Davis preaching more 
contact and scoring runs with outs, it was bound to have an effect, but hitting home runs can never be a 
bad thing -- unless, of course, it's all anyone is swinging for. 
 
"The guys that have power are going to hit for power," Davis said. "You don't have to force power. ... It's 
when they try to hit for power when a guy isn't pitching to him, that becomes a problem." 
 
Does the early-season home run drought matter? 
 
Here's the thing about the Cubs: They ranked second in runs scored in the NL last season, with 5.07 runs 
per game, and they're leading the league this year going into their game against the Cardinals on Sunday 
night with only slightly fewer runs per game, at 5.03. How they've achieved that ranking each year looks 
decidedly different, in part because of the home run disparities. For example, in place of home runs, the 
Cubs have increased their batting average from sixth in the league last season to first. That equates to 
more run-scoring -- just not by the long ball. 
 
"It's overrated in teaching," Davis said. "If you're teaching hit the ball in the air, hit the ball out of the 
ballpark, that's how you are going to get paid, you have to be willing to accept lesser on-base 
percentage and a lot of strikeouts." 
 
Davis hit on the one thing that hasn't been mentioned yet: on-base percentage. It continues to be the 
most important team statistic in baseball. A good OBP is the common link between the Cubs of 2017 and 
2018. They led the league last season and currently do again. That's the stat that will get them to the 
playoffs -- no matter what warts you might think they have on offense. 
 
"We're all out there trying to do our jobs and put ourselves in the best position to win a baseball game," 
Schwarber said. "Getting on base is the simplest form of that." 
 



 
Consider this: From 2005 to 2017, every team that led the NL in on-base percentage made it to the 
postseason. Think about that for a moment. The best correlation between a statistic and making the 
playoffs isn't team ERA or home runs or even runs scored -- it's on-base percentage. Understanding why 
that is might be a whole other story, but if history means anything, it's good news for the Cubs. Going 
into Sunday, they lead the NL in on-base percentage by a whopping 14 points. There's a very good 
chance they'll finish first in that category for the third consecutive season. 
 
Some might lament the Cubs' inability to plate runners in scoring position, but because of that strong 
OBP, it's a misleading stat. The Cubs hit .252 with runners in scoring position, 10th in the NL, but they 
have scored the second-most runs in that situation because they create so many chances. Scoring runs is 
the name of the game, and even though it would be nice to score even more, with so many chances, the 
Cubs are scoring enough to produce a good record. 
 
The last idea that confuses fans is the notion that the Cubs lead the majors in games in which they've 
scored 10 or more runs, yet sometimes they revert back to struggling at the plate. But the anomalies are 
the high-scoring games, not the lower-scoring ones. In terms of plating three or fewer runs in a game, 
the Cubs are smack dab in the middle of the pack in the NL. It's going to happen -- even to good 
offenses. 
 
The bottom line is as long as the Cubs keep getting on base, their offense will be just fine. They'll really 
hit their stride once the home runs start to pile up, as they have started to this weekend against the 
Cardinals. One weakness, which hasn't changed from one year to the next, is getting home a runner 
from third base with fewer than two outs; the Cubs aren't very good at that. 
 
But for now, they'll take what they have while hoping to improve and counting on history to repeat 
itself. 
 
"As of right now, our power is a little bit down, but our averages are higher," shortstop Addison Russell 
said. "It may go hand in hand, but as long as we get on base, good things usually happen." 
 
Just ask all those teams that led the league in OBP. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Yadier Molina is sad and Cubs fans have a new favorite GIF  
By Tony Andracki 
 
ST. LOUIS — The game was over and Yadier Molina knew it. 
 
As Ian Happ turned on Sam Tuivailala's two-strike pitch in the 7th inning, Molina crumbled to the ground 
in defeat. 
 
Happ's two-out double gave the Cubs a 4-3 lead they did not relinquish in a 6-3 victory Saturday night at 
Busch Stadium. 
 
The Cubs had to claw back all night against the Cardinals, fighting to tie the game at two separate spots 
before Happ's breakthrough off Tuivailala. 
 
Molina couldn't contain his disappointment: 
 



 
Molina is a common target of ire from Cubs fans in the heated rivalry with the Cardinals, so you can bet 
his #SadFace led to some glee in the Chicago fanbase (just look at the comments on that Tweet). 
 
The 35-year-old catcher just returned recently from a nearly month-long stint on the disabled list when 
he took a foul tip off a Kris Bryant swing to the groin on Jordan Hicks' 102 mph pitch the last time the 
Cubs were in town. 
 
Molina has drawn 3 walks and has a single in this weekend's series with the Cubs, but he also committed 
a miscue in Friday's game, when he threw wild to first base on Jon Lester's squeeze bunt. 
 
The Cubs are now 24-12 since they were swept in St. Louis on the first weekend of May. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Jon Lester continues to show how valuable he is to Cubs  
By Tony Andracki 
 
ST. LOUIS — Only Jon Lester could get away with this. 
 
Lester had just delivered pitch No. 99 on a 93-degree night in St. Louis with sweltering humidity. 
 
As Cardinals outfielder Marcell Ozuna rounded first base and headed back to the bag after a base hit, 
Joe Maddon and Cubs trainer P.J. Mainville were headed out of the dugout to go talk to Lester. 
 
But the Cubs ace and three-time World Series champ waved them off with his glove.  
 
With that, Maddon and Mainville spun around and headed right back to their posts in the third-base 
dugout. 
 
Three pitches later, Lester had gotten through the sixth inning and had his quality start. 
 
A moment like that signified the clout Lester carries within the Cubs clubhouse, but it also shows just 
how different this season has been for the 34-year-old after a rough 2017 campaign. 
 
Lester still finished 13-8 last year and made 32 starts, but he posted his highest ERA (4.33) and WHIP 
(1.32) since 2012 and his lowest inning total (180.2) since he became a full-time member of a big-league 
rotation in 2008. 
 
Now, Lester is making one hell of a case for the National League All-Star team, going 8-2 with a 2.38 ERA, 
1.08 WHIP and a stabilizing factor in what has been a tumultuous year for the Cubs rotation. 
 
"Yeah, [I feel] completely different," Lester said. "I don't know why, but just wasn't able to recover as 
well last year as I have in the past. This year, for whatever reason, able to throw my bullpens and take it 
into my starts. 
 
"Just feel better physically, able to repeat my mechanics and feel strong out there. Just keep doing what 
I'm doing and hopefully ride it out." 
 
Maddon believed Friday's outing was the best stuff Lester has displayed all year. 
 



 
Lester didn't necessarily agree, but did concede that it was probably his best outing for his cutter and he 
loved the late movement he had on that pitch diving in on right-handed hitters. 
 
Maddon also loved how Lester pitched around a couple of Cubs defensive miscues — Kris Bryant 
committed an error in the second inning and Addison Russell took too much time on a ground ball in the 
third inning, allowing Cardinals pitcher Michael Wacha to reach on an infield single. 
 
Both times, Lester worked through it without any issues and even came into the dugout to tell Bryant he 
was impressed with the Cubs third baseman keeping the hot-shot grounder in front of him, even if it 
was an error. If that ball gets by Bryant, the Cardinals have runners on second and third with two outs 
and it completely changes what Lester can do on the mound, worried about a basehit scoring two runs 
instead of one or a wild pitch gifting the opposition a free tally. 
 
Maybe that interaction in the dugout helped give Bryant a little boost, as he ended his month-long 
homerless drought in his next at-bat the following half inning. 
 
This is Year 4 of Lester's six-year, $155 million deal and he's been everything the Cubs have hoped for 
and more, from his performance on the mound to his impact in the clubhouse. 
 
Where would they be without him this year? 
 
While Yu Darvish and Tyler Chatwood have put pressure on the bullpen with short outings this season, 
Lester has pitched at least 6 innings in 6 straight games and has not had an outing shorter than 5 innings 
since Opening Day (3.1 innings). 
 
"He just continues to trend in the right direction," Maddon said." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Randy Rosario has wasted no time endearing himself to the Cubs and their fans  
By Tony Andracki 
 
ST. LOUIS — It didn't take long for Randy Rosario to endear himself to the Cubs clubhouse. 
 
It helps when you find instant success (a 0.68 ERA), but the results haven't stopped the 24-year-old left-
handed pitcher from trying to learn all he can while he's up here in Chicago. 
 
Take, for example, when he discovered this week what GOAT means: 
 
Rosario's already carved out a special place in the heart of the Cubs fanbase and he's only been up here 
for two weeks. 
 
He's also turned the heads of the front office with his immediate confidence. 
 
"He's got good stuff that moves a lot," Theo Epstein said. "A lot of downward movement. It gives him a 
big margin for error to go attack hitters, even at this level. He's making the most of this opportunity." 
 
Rosario is a big part of the group of "Iowa pitchers" who have done an incredible job filling out the last 
couple spots of the Cubs' bullpen in Chicago this season. 
 



 
Selected off waivers from the Minnesota Twins in November, Rosario sported an 0.47 ERA in Triple-A 
Iowa to begin the year before coming up and dominating at the big-league level. 
 
All told between the two levels, he's allowed just 2 earned runs on 15 hits in 32.2 innings, good for an 
0.55 ERA and 0.86 WHIP. He also hasn't allowed a homer at either stop. 
 
Rosario doesn't have any special reason why he's found such immediate success in the Cubs 
organization beyond the fact that he's just comfortable here. He's credited Pedro Strop, in particular, 
with mentoring him but loved the way everybody has treated him from the minor-league staff to the 
big-league players, coaches, front office members, etc.  
 
"As soon as you feel comfortable, everything's gonna be fine," Rosario said. "If I feel comfortable, this is 
what I can do." 
 
Rosario, who signed out of the Dominican Republic and spent 7 years in the Twins organization, is under 
Cubs team control through the 2023 season. He gives the Cubs a lot of options out of the bullpen both 
as a lefty and as a guy who can throw multiple innings if needed. 
 
He's obviously not going to have an 0.68 ERA forever, but the Cubs believe he can continue to find 
success in the majors. 
 
"He's throwing a lot of strikes," Maddon said. "A lot of chases off the strikes. A lot of movement, really 
good movement on all his pitches. And his demeanor has been really calm.  
 
"There's nothing overwhelming for him right now. I love that. Because of that, I think it can continue. It's 
not his first rodeo. He's been around a little bit even though he's not been in the big leagues a lot.  
 
"He's got a lot of self-confidence and I really like that about him." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs sign second-round pick Brennen Davis  
By Tony Andracki 
 
ST. LOUIS — Brennen Davis is now officially a member of the Cubs organization. 
 
The second-round pick (62nd overall) just finished up high school at Basha in Queen Creek, Ariz., about 
10 minutes from the Cubs spring training complex in Mesa. 
 
He Tweeted out photos Saturday night of signing the contract: 
 
The 18-year-old outfielder is listed at 6-foot-4, 195 pounds with blazing speed, some pop and the Cubs 
hope the high contact skills he flashed in high school will translate to professional ball. 
 
MLB.com's Jim Callis reported earlier this week that Davis signed for $1.1 million, which is slightly over 
slot: 
 
Davis is an avid animal lover with experience taking care of an exotic range of pets in Arizona. He 
chatted with NBC Sports Chicago's Kelly Crull recently on the CubsTalk Podcast: 
 



 
The Cubs are also expected to come to terms with first-round pick Nico Hoerner, who is finishing up 
finals at Stanford. The deal should be announced within the week. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Long-awaited run support arrives for Cubs' Kyle Hendricks  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
For a brief moment, it looked like Kyle Hendricks was going to be pulled early because of a lack of 
offensive support. 
 
But when manager Joe Maddon changed his mind and let Hendricks bat with the bases loaded in the top 
of the fifth inning, the Cubs’ offense responded in time to allow the right-hander to enjoy his first win 
since May 25 against the Giants. 
 
“We haven’t scored runs for him,” Maddon said after the Cubs rallied for three runs in the seventh and 
eighth innings to seize a 6-3 win Saturday over the Cardinals at warm Busch Stadium. The victory 
trimmed the Cubs’ deficit to one-half game behind the Brewers in the National League Central. 
 
“As we become more offensive, he will pitch like he did (with six innings) and get wins.” 
 
What prevented Maddon from pulling Hendricks sooner was he had thrown only 67 pitches through the 
first four innings. The Cubs took the lead for good on Ian Happ’s two-out double with two out in the 
seventh prior to Hendricks’ spot in the order.. 
 
Happ’s clutch hit capped a night in which Willson Contreras hit a two-out RBI single in the third and Kyle 
Schwarber hit a two-out game-tying single in the fifth off Carlos Martinez. The Cubs finished 3-for-13 
with runners in scoring position. 
 
“We have to learn now to manufacture when the pitches aren’t there to hit over the wall,” Maddon 
said. 
 
Maddon would like his hitters to replicate Ben Zobrist’s ability to accept walks and Jason Heyward’s 
knack for putting the ball in play. 
 
Heyward capped an impressive performance by whacking a 99 mph pitch from Jordan Hicks over the 
right field wall in the eighth. 
 
“It means a lot, but I feel it means even more to our pitchers,” Heyward said. “They’re finding their 
stride. It’s an up and down season. That’s the way it goes.” 
 
Heyward’s homer, which came on the first pitch, was the latest in a series of hits in the last month 
against hard throwers that have included the Pirates’ Felipe Vazquez and Brewers’ Josh Hader. 
 
“I’m using my hands and keeping it simple,” Heyward said. “It’s way easier to make adjustments on the 
fly when I’m throwing my hands at the ball instead of arms.” 
 
As for not working a deep count against Hicks, whose fastball has been clocked at 105 mph, Heyward 
had a witty reply. 
 



 
“I don’t want the image,” Heyward said. “That’s why I got it over with as quick as possible.” 
 
Despite the scrutiny over Maddon’s rotating of outfielders, Heyward sees the benefits with the Cubs two 
games into a stretch where they don’t have a day off until July 2. 
 
“I’m always trying to use any down time you have and use it,” said Heyward, who didn’t start Friday. 
“This is a tough stretch. There’s a lot of travel, and we’re playing a lot of tough games. It’s definitely 
helpful. At times you got to use it to your ability.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Addison Russell, Jason Heyward power Cubs to 6-3 win over Cardinals  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Kyle Hendricks’ home run problem popped up early Saturday night when Marcell Ozuna smacked a two-
run blast in the first inning. 
 
But the first 2 1/2 months of the season have taught Cubs fans to remain patient. 
 
Hendricks settled down to last six innings, and the offense chipped away with clutch hitting and power 
to pull away for a 6-3 victory over the Cardinals at Busch Stadium. 
 
The Cubs methodically came back from two deficits before seizing the lead for good on a two-out 
double by Ian Happ in the seventh. 
 
After the Cubs were shut out with six hits in consecutive games in Milwaukee, they have rebounded 
with 24 hits and 19 runs in the first two games of this series. 
 
The biggest difference has been their performance with runners in scoring position. They went 0-for-6 in 
the two losses to the Brewers. 
 
“That is our No. 1 priority offensively,” manager Joe Maddon said. “You get to the playoffs, you need to 
do that.” 
 
Willson Contreras got the Cubs on the board with a bad-hop single with two out in the third that scored 
Ben Zobrist. Kyle Schwarber tied the score 3-3 in the fifth with a two-out single against Carlos Martinez, 
who walked six and was pulled after five innings and 98 pitches. 
 
The Cubs also took advantage of some reckless play by the Cardinals. Dexter Fowler drew a walk to start 
the sixth and took a big turn after Yairo Munoz hit a single to left. Fowler broke toward third as 
Schwarber threw to second base, but Fowler was thrown out easily for the first out, and Hendricks 
worked out of the jam. 
 
Cardinals shortstop Yairo Munoz committed an error to open the eighth, and Jason Heyward followed 
with his two-run homer. 
 
Addison Russell tied the game in the fourth with a solo homer — his first since May 28. 
 
Brandon Morrow allowed two hits to start the ninth but struck out Matt Carpenter and Tommy Pham to 
end the game and earn his 16th save in 17 chances. 



 
 
Ozuna’s home run was the 14th allowed by Hendricks this season after he allowed 17 last year and 15 in 
2016. But Hendricks has found a way to remain reliable; he allowed three earned runs or fewer for the 
12th time this season in 14 starts. 
 
Before the game, Cubs manager Joe Maddon was asked for the second time why he elected to summon 
left-handed reliever Randy Rosario with one out in the ninth inning with an eight-run lead Friday night, 
and Maddon made his point in a calm but direct manner. 
 
Maddon said he decided to pull righty Luke Farrell after 28 pitches regardless of the situation, even with 
Cardinals reliever John Brebbia batting next. 
 
“Quite frankly, if anyone didn’t like it, that’s too bad,” Maddon said. “It’s all about saving my guys. 
(Anthony) Bass and Farrell should be available (Saturday). 
 
“Sometimes people don’t get it when you’re trying to conserve and preserve people.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Joe Maddon giving Cubs closer Brandon Morrow plenty of rest  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Brandon Morrow had eight days between appearances before his save in Saturday’s 6-3 win against the 
Cardinals, as Cubs manager Joe Maddon wants to give the closer plenty of rest as the team begins a 
stretch of 17 games in 17 days. 
 
Maddon said he would prefer not to pitch Morrow in a non-save situation just for the sake of staying 
sharp. 
“All of a sudden you do that, you’ll need him for three or four days in a row,” Maddon said Saturday. 
“We’re in a big stretch (without a day off), but guys like him are normally able to take care of what they 
need (to) in the bullpen.” 
 
Morrow has appeared in 26 of the Cubs’ first 67 games. He has pitched three consecutive days once 
(May 31 through June 2) and three days out of four twice this season. 
 
“Rest will benefit us,” Maddon said. “I’m not worried about it, yet I’d like to keep him sharp.” 
 
Morrow’s 60 appearances as a rookie with the 2007 Mariners remain his career high, though he 
combined for 65 games last season with the Dodgers and Triple-A Oklahoma City. 
 
Funding the farm: In an effort to raise awareness of the financial situation of minor-league players and 
their families, Ben Zobrist announced on his Instagram account that he will give a signed game item to a 
random follower of the Instagram account @patriot_forward, which describes itself as a 
“groundbreaking baseball nonprofit created by players for players.” 
 
Zobrist will increase his donations to twice a month if the account’s followers reach the 15,000 mark, or 
roughly double the amount it had Saturday afternoon. 
 
“The reality for most guys is pretty bleak,” Zobrist said. “I know very few guys get to do what I’ve gotten 
to do, so the majority of players are not able to make it to the major leagues. And a lot of them are 



 
starting out in their new careers as interns at 27 (or) 28 with a young family and they’re in debt, so it’s a 
tough spot to be in.” 
 
Zobrist felt compelled to lend his voice to the cause after a holiday dinner four years ago. The group 
included Dan Heefner, Zobrist’s brother-in-law and the baseball coach at Dallas Baptist, where Zobrist 
played as a college senior in 2004 after transferring from Olivet Nazarene. 
 
Extra innings: Pitchers Yu Darvish (right triceps) and Carl Edwards Jr. (right shoulder) felt fine a day after 
throwing and will continue their programs this week at Wrigley Field. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs beat Cards again as front office watches division race with trades in mind  
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
ST. LOUIS – A few games in June against other top division rivals don’t usually amount to much reason 
for scrutiny or rapt attention. 
 
But with six weeks to go before baseball’s trading deadline, the Cubs’ front office is closely watching 
weeks like this one, against the division-leading Brewers and the third-place Cardinals. 
 
“I think we saw last year as a three-team race, and certainly we see this very much as it’s going to be a 
race all year,” general manager Jed Hoyer said. “And there’s a huge benefit to winning the division. We 
have to view it from that lens. That’s the lens of reality.” 
 
As they gear up for substantive talks with sellers over the next few weeks, both Hoyer and team 
president Theo Epstein say their deadline needs are still taking shape – though pitching depth is certain 
to be a focus. 
 
The players, meanwhile, have spent the past two nights in St. Louis keeping the front office’s focus and 
potential aggressive posture relevant by beating up on their rivals and inching closer to the Brewers. 
 
After back-to-back shutouts in a series loss to the Brewers earlier in the week, the Cubs have pounded 
Cardinals pitching for five home runs and 19 runs in back-to-back victories to open a three-game 
weekend series at Busch Stadium. 
 
Saturday night it was Addison Russell and Jason Heyward providing the power in a 6-3 victory to back six 
innings by starter Kyle Hendricks in 92-degree humidity. 
 
Combined with Milwaukee’s loss to the Phillies, the Cubs moved to a half-game behind the Brewers. 
 
“What we may need on July 31 may be totally different than we know sitting here right now,” Hoyer 
said. “I do think right now, the answers are here. I think we have enough depth offensively. We have the 
right position players.” 
 
They combined for 24 hits and 13 walks over the past two nights against two of the Cardinals top 
starters in Michael Wacha and Carlos Martinez, and the Cards’ bullpen. 
 
Hendricks (5-6) snapped a career-long three-game personal losing streak when the Ian Happ doubled 
home a run with two out in the seventh for the go-ahead run. 



 
 
He was the only National League pitcher with qualifying innings to have a losing record despite an ERA 
of 3.50 or better – mostly because the Cubs scored a total of three runs in his previous three starts. 
 
The Cubs are 3-4 against the Cards with 12 to play this year, 8-3 against the Brewers with eight to play 
and 5-4 against the fourth-place Pirates with 10 to play. 
 
“It’s going to be a battle all the way to the end it seems like,” said closer Brandon Morrow, who survived 
the rust in his first outing in nine days to earn the save. “Those guys aren’t going away unless we can put 
them away. 
 
“It’s not early, but it’s still plenty of season to go.” 
 
Arm strength report 
 
Starter Yu Darvish (triceps) and reliever Carl Edwards Jr. (shoulder) both fared well overnight after 
throwing sessions Friday and are expected to resume their throwing programs early in the week when 
the Cubs return home for a three-game series against the Dodgers. 
 
Both are hopeful for returns from the DL before next month’s All-Star game. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Does the NL’s top All-Star candidate who won’t make the team play for the Cubs? 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
ST. LOUIS – The final votes won’t be tabulated for weeks, but major league baseball might already have 
its first All-Star snub. 
 
Barring a hefty write-in campaign, the fifth-leading hitter in the National League – and top-two 
defensive center fielder in the league – figures to be fishing somewhere in Miami instead of suiting up 
for the All-Star game in Miami a month from now. 
 
“I try not to think too much about it, man, because I can’t control it,” said Albert Almora Jr., the Cubs’ 
leading hitter at .321. 
 
Fan ballots for the starting lineups have been out for weeks. This weekend players around the majors 
are filling out their ballots to determine most of the reserves. 
 
Because teams submitted their projected starters and/or top veterans at each position for the ballots 
during spring training, Almora is not on either ballot. 
 
“It’s unfortunate people are probably just going to pay attention to what’s going on, on the ballot,” 
manager Joe Maddon said. “But of course he’s having an All-Star season. Offensively, defensively, base 
running – everything he’s done is All-Star caliber, there’s no question about it.” 
 
And he’s just getting started. 
 
“We haven’t seen the best of Albert yet,” teammate Addison Russell said. 
 



 
Almora’s three hits from the leadoff spot Friday night in the victory over the Cardinals boosted him into 
the top five in the league in hitting overall – and his average when starting to .341 with a .385 on-base 
percentage. 
 
The Cubs are 18-9 this season when Almora bats in the leadoff spot. 
 
“He’s been a really important spark plug for our team,” veteran teammate Ben Zobrist said. “With his 
offense and defense, he’s been spectacular.” 
 
Especially for a guy in his second full season in the big leagues, who was supposed to be the right-
handed side of a center field platoon when the season started – after Ian Happ’s huge spring training 
put Happ in the Opening Day leadoff spot and in the driver’s seat for first crack at big playing time in 
center. 
 
The common expectation for Almora this year was that he might take a step forward in his development 
toward becoming an everyday player. 
 
“He took about two or three, or four or five steps forward,” Maddon said. 
 
Since then Almora has done nothing but fill highlight reels with catches in center and earn increasing 
playing time with arguably the most consistent performance at the plate since the season began. 
 
That includes a .312 average against right-handers – an improvement Maddon said the club told Almora 
he needed to make to earn more starts. 
 
“That’s where you’ve got to give the guy credit,” Maddon said. “We told him that, and he’s done 
something about it.” 
 
Almora, the No. 6 overall draft pick in 2012, said that was mostly a function of getting more experience 
facing right-handers this year. 
 
“You kind of see it blossom before your eyes the last couple years,” Zobrist said, “and this year he’s 
really kind of proving himself a lot more to the league.” 
 
Whether that leads to significant write-in support from NL players, Almora isn’t holding his breath – or 
worrying about it. 
 
“That would be pretty cool if my peers, players that I played against, [voted that way]; that would be 
neat,” he said. “But, yeah, man, I’ll probably be in Miami.” 
 
For now, the Cubs’ most deserving All-Star candidate this side of Jon Lester said he takes pride in seeing 
how many teammates ranked among the leading vote getters at their position a few days ago when the 
first fan-voting update was released. 
 
Almora, who ranks second to Lorenzo Cain in the league among center fielders in several defensive 
categories (despite 160 fewer innings), said his plans for the break include spending time at home with 
his wife and son, and maybe try to go fishing. 
 
He’s also willing to make last-minute changes to his travel plans, if he gets the call. 
 
“We’ll see what happens,” he said. 



 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Hot Stove concert helps raise $500,000 for youth, families  
By Daily Herald Report 
 
When baseball collides with music and entertainers, charitable donations score big. 
 
The seventh annual Hot Stove Cool Music Chicago concert, which featured Cubs president Theo Epstein, 
Baseball Hall of Fame writer Peter Gammons, Cubs announcer Len Kasper and The Orwells as part of an 
all-star lineup, recently raised nearly $500,000 for Chicago and Boston Area youth and families. 
 
The June 8 event, which was emceed by former Cubs pitcher Ryan Dempster, included music 
performances, a raffle and live auction featuring signed music and sports memorabilia. Cubs manager 
Joe Maddon and first baseman Anthony Rizzo also attended the event, which celebrates music, baseball 
and giving back. Proceeds support Cubs Charities and Epstein's Foundation To Be Named Later. For more 
details, visit www.foundationtobenamedlater.org. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
How Ben Zobrist and Jason Heyward are finding an edge when pitching is better than ever  
By Patrick Mooney 
 
ST. LOUIS — Ben Zobrist yawned and stroked his beard on Friday afternoon while sitting in front of a 
bank of computers inside Busch Stadium’s visiting clubhouse. Zobrist held a pen in his right hand and left 
a binder open in his lap as he talked with Cubs advance scouting coordinator Nate Halm, preparing for 
another showdown against the St. Louis Cardinals. 
 
Since spring training, Zobrist has talked about the collaborative nature of the 2018 team and the 
renewed energy and focus after last year’s World Series hangover. Zobrist also turned 37 last month and 
understands he is now battling Father Time and Big Data as well as Carlos Martinez, an eight-man 
Cardinals bullpen and 47,000 fans in an endeavor where failing 70 percent of the time makes you a Hall 
of Famer. 
 
Can’t remember where we left this: Joe Maddon tinkers with the lineup too much or the manager needs 
to do something to jumpstart the offense. The hitting coaches are stressing or deemphasizing launch 
angle. Kris Bryant was an MVP … but somehow isn’t a clutch hitter. The Cubs are inconsistent while 
leading the National League in batting average and OPS and ranking second in runs scored. 
 
But all the talk about approach and using the opposite field and grinding out at-bats misses a much 
larger point about where all of this is trending. 
 
“Everything about pitching is better than it was 10 years ago,” Zobrist said. “Pitchers are a lot better — 
velo and movement and location. Young guys are throwing a lot harder. Their off-speed stuff is better. 
There are fewer counts that you can bank on getting a fastball. Even a lot of guys who pitch with an 
upper-90s heater use it as like a third pitch at times out of the bullpen. 
 
“At what point as a hitter do you recognize — and I think I have — that they’re just way better than they 
were before? Everything continues to evolve and get better as the game goes on. As a hitter now, our 



 
job is less about having your approach and sticking to it. It’s more about: What’s he going to try to do? 
What does he do well to get guys out? How do I do what I do well, but then take advantage of the 
mistake that he makes?” 
 
The Cubs did that Saturday night, playing through the 92-degree heat, outlasting Martinez and hanging 
on for a 6-3 win that showed why they will be a tough team to beat this summer. It’s not just because 
they have big names and a big payroll. 
 
When Jason Heyward went into Major League Baseball’s concussion protocol after trying to make a 
game-saving catch on Dexter Fowler’s walk-off homer here in early May, he used his time wisely and 
figured out a different feel for his swing that relied more on his quick hands instead of trying to muscle 
up the ball with his arms. 
 
When Zobrist reached base (on an error) for the fourth time to lead off the eighth inning on Saturday 
night, Heyward crushed Jordan Hicks’ 99-mph, first-pitch fastball into the right-center field bullpen for 
the two-run homer that made it 6-3, giving the Cubs some breathing room and reassurance. 
 
“Zo and I talk about this all the time,” Heyward said. “There’s a lot of things that are harder about today 
than it used to be. Now more than ever it’s a big numbers game, on and off the field, but there’s still 
ways to win a baseball game outside of that. 
 
“Trust your ability. Go off experience. Pay attention to the detail of how something went last time. What 
can you do to maybe make it a little better? Or just take some stress off yourself. Just kind of go about it 
like that, man. That’s the beauty of the game. The longer you get to be around, the more things you’ll 
see.” 
 
That’s where the Cubs (40-27) should have an advantage in the NL Central race. This is largely a group of 
baseball gym rats who’ve played together for years and observe from the dugout and share information. 
The Cubs have won more games (332) than any other major-league team since the start of 2015 and 
been to the NLCS three years running. As Maddon said, “there are no tight butts” in the dugout. 
 
“Just pay attention to detail and find an edge,” Heyward said. “Look at teams that have been to the 
playoffs often. They find ways to win games by trusting what they’ve been through.” 
 
The 97-mph reliever who used to be a luxury item is now standard issue. The numbers suggest 
matchups that create specialists, stunt development and slow any sense of rhythm for an everyday 
player. Technology shows the exact pitcher who should face that hitter and where the ball should be 
thrown and then the defensive shifts swallow up hits. 
 
As Maddon likes to say, pitching and defense got all the shiny new toys. 
 
“I’d love for people to stand at home plate and see what 95-plus looks like when you’re standing 
sideways,” Maddon said. “It’s one thing to even like square and try to catch it. But stand like this with 
your head bent and see that blur. It’s like a comet from 60 feet, 6 inches away as you have to square up 
with a wooden bat and be on time with all the variable movements involved. And on top of that, they 
know your weaknesses based on all this analytical data. 
 
“Ted Williams, I think, talked about it being the most difficult thing in sports. It is. And now today with 
greater velocity and greater scouting and defenses, it’s hard, man. When left-handed hitters came up 
when they were 12 and then 16 and then 21 years of age, the field looked different. There was holes 
there. And there was holes there. Now where they always hit the ball, there’s no longer holes.” 



 
 
That’s why the Cubs invested $240 million in Zobrist and Heyward after the New York Mets blew their 
hitters away during the 2015 NLCS — to diversify their lineup and add valuable experience. 
 
Coming off back-to-back World Series celebrations, Zobrist never really stayed healthy enough to get his 
timing down in 2017. The extra rest and recovery time plus his baseball IQ has equaled a .796 OPS this 
year, or roughly 100 points higher than where he finished last season. 
 
Heyward’s swing changes (or lack thereof) have been well-documented. It’s up to you whether you want 
to believe this 15-game sample (23-for-65) or ignore some huge hits off overpowering guys like 
Milwaukee Brewers lefty reliever Josh Hader. 
 
“Zobrist is one of the most mature at-bats in either league,” Maddon said. “And when Jason’s on that 
level where he is right now, same thing. They hit better pitching. They make hard contact against better 
pitching. Quite frankly, that’s what they do. And Zo’s willing to accept his walks. That’s what we’re 
striving to be, up and down the lineup where if the guy’s throwing well, we can still manipulate a good 
at-bat. So I love the fact that they’re up there setting a great example for the rest of the group.” 
 
By 10:55 p.m. on Saturday, Zobrist still hadn’t showered and changed out of his workout gear — Cubs T-
shirt, red-white-and-blue shorts and New Balance flip-flops. This time, Zobrist sat at a different 
clubhouse table with Halm, leaning in and pointing at a computer screen. 
 
“I’ve just done more this year because I feel like pitching’s so much better,” Zobrist said. “You just can’t 
get away with the same stuff you used to be able to get away with as a hitter. The pitching and the 
defensive side are more prepared than they have been in the past. As hitters, we have to be more 
prepared than we have been in the past. 
 
“That’s the reason for me kind of upping my pregame stuff. I also think it’s good for the younger guys to 
see that’s where the game’s going. Even if you’re an older guy who’s been in the game longer than the 
analytics type of stuff, you have to be willing to change with it and figure out a way to make the 
information useful to you.” 
 
-- 
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