
After early perfection, Plutko scuffles in loss 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

OAKLAND -- The change in results was swift and dramatic for Adam Plutko on Saturday afternoon. The Indians starter went from flirting with 

perfection to strolling to the showers in the span of a handful of batters, and that stretch was sufficient in sinking the Tribe. 

 
On another cold day for the Cleveland lineup -- a trend this season on the road -- Plutko had little margin for error against an A's team that is 

red hot right now. Oakland pounced on the rookie right-hander at the right time, dealing the Indians a 7-2 loss at the Coliseum. 

"I just started leaving the ball up a little bit," Plutko said, "and they showed how they can hit the baseball." 

 

Francisco Lindor and Jose Ramirez each belted a solo home run, but that was all the Tribe's offense managed in the defeat, which dropped the 

American League Central leader's record to 1-4 through five games on the current nine-game road trip. Oakland, meanwhile, has rattled off 12 

wins in 14 games in an effort to gain ground on the Astros and Mariners in the AL West. 

 

Plutko took the mound on Saturday knowing that his place in the rotation could be shaky. Fellow rookie Shane Bieber has impressed the Tribe's 

decision-makers of late and sidelined starter Carlos Carrasco is nearing a return from the disabled list. 
 

For the first five innings, Plutko answered the call in dominant fashion. The righty was perfect through his first four innings and allowed just one 

hit to the first 16 batters he faced through five. Plutko was precise with his fastball and balanced that with a slider, curve and changeup that was 

consistently creating weak contact early on against the A's. 

Things fell apart on Plutko from there. 

 

"I was extremely happy with the first four," Plutko said. "How could you not be? Even the fifth, I liked what I was doing. But the sixth, they came 

out, four straight hits, flexed their muscle and that's the game." 

 

Franklin Barreto got things started for Oakland in the sixth with a double to left field off Plutko, who then surrendered a two-run, game-tying 
homer off the bat of Josh Phegley. Dustin Fowler followed with a scorched single to right field -- 107.4 mph off the bat, per Statcast™ -- and 

then came around to score on a double by Mark Canha. 

 

Two batters later, Plutko was walking off the field after working 5 2/3 innings, in which he struck out three and walked one. 

 

The push against Plutko also helped the A's dig into the Indians' bullpen, which surrendered four runs in the eighth inning to make things 

lopsided. A solo shot from Fowler and a two-run blast by Matt Olson off Dan Otero and Josh Tomlin, respectively, powered that outburst. 

That was more than enough to support a solid showing from Edwin Jackson, who held Cleveland to the two home runs, both in the fourth 

inning, over 6 2/3 innings. 

 
"He still, after all these years, maintains his velocity," Indians manager Terry Francona said of Jackson. "A lot of balls offspeed, in and out of the 

zone, and we're chasing. We're not earning enough fastballs right now, and, until we do, they're going to keep throwing balls out of the zone 

and making us go get them." 

 

MOMENT THAT MATTERED 

Anything you can do… Lindor put the Tribe on the board in the fourth, when he drilled a 1-1 slider just below the zone and sent it out to right 

field for a leadoff homer. Two batters later, Ramirez crushed a 2-2 fastball from Jackson to center for another solo blast to give Cleveland a 2-0 

lead. Lindor now has 20 homers on the year, while Ramirez is now tied with Mike Trout for the second-most home runs (24) in the Majors. The 

Indians and Red Sox (J.D. Martinez, 25; Mookie Betts, 20) are the only teams in baseball to currently have two players with 20-plus homers. 

 
Homer woes: After Otero set down the A's in order in the seventh, the righty was sent back to the hill to begin the eighth. Fowler then knocked a 

one-out homer off Otero to right that went a projected 437 feet and had an exit velocity of 107.1 mph, per Statcast™. That insurance blast gave 

the A's a 4-2 lead, ignited a four-run inning and marked the seventh homer off Otero in the pitcher's 29 2/3 innings this season. For context, 

Otero allowed eight homers total in 130 2/3 innings across the 2016-17 campaigns. 

 

Last stand: Trailing 7-2, the Indians made one last attempt at a rally against the Oakland bullpen in the ninth inning. With one out, Michael 

Brantley singled, Ramirez was hit by a pitch and Edwin Encarnacion drew a walk against Santiago Casilla to load the bases. The A's then gave 

the ball to Lou Trivino, who entered with a 1.59 ERA in 28 outings. Trivino needed just three pitches to induce a game-ending, 3-6-1 double 

play off the bat of Yonder Alonso. 

SOUND SMART 
The Indians are one of MLB's best teams at home, hitting .283/.356/.486 with 6.03 runs per game and a 127 weighted runs created plus 

through 40 games at Progressive Field this season. Through their first 40 road games this year, Cleveland was batting .223/.291/.384 as a 

team with 3.78 runs per game and an 84 wRC+. 

 

UP NEXT 

Right-hander Mike Clevinger (6-3, 3.03 ERA) is scheduled to take the mound for the Tribe on Sunday, when the A's host the Indians in a 4:05 

p.m. ET tilt at the Coliseum. Clevinger is 3-1 with a 2.54 ERA and 40 strikeouts in 39 innings in his past six turns. Oakland will counter with 

righty Frankie Montas (4-1, 3.68 ERA). 

 

Salazar to have exploratory surgery on shoulder 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

OAKLAND -- Danny Salazar has struggled to make any progress in his comeback from a right shoulder injury this season. In a few days, the 

Indians expect to know what exactly has been ailing the hard-throwing pitcher. 



On Saturday, the Indians announced that Salazar is scheduled to undergo exploratory surgery on his right shoulder on Monday, with Dr. Keith 

Meister set to perform the procedure. After the surgery, the team will know more specifics about the timetable for Salazar's rehab and potential 

return. 

 

Heading into this season, Salazar was expected to be a key part of the Indians' rotation, but he injured his shoulder during a winter workout in 
January and arrived at Spring Training behind the rest of the pitchers. At the time, the team expressed optimism about Salazar making a 

healthy return, but he has hit several snags in his throwing program in the months since the preseason. 

 

At two different points in May, Salazar receiveved a pair of injections in his shoulder -- one a PRP injection, the other a cortisone shot -- and 

was shut down from throwing for a period of time after each. After resuming his throwing program both times, Salazar still encountered lingering 

issues with his shoulder. The Indians have noted that Salazar has dealt with an impingement and described the problem as right rotator cuff 

tendinitis. 

 

Salazar's absence from the rotation during the spring opened the door for right-hander Mike Clevinger to seize a full-time role as a starter rather 

than be considered for the bullpen. During this season, the Indians have also leaned on rookies Shane Bieber and Adam Plutko to help 
stabilize the back end of the rotation due to not having Salazar as a viable solution. 

Back in 2013, Salazar burst onto the scene with his high-octane fastball and a devastating split-change that was arguably one of the best 

pitches in baseball. That year, the untested rookie was even given the nod in the American League Wild Card Game against the Rays due to 

his tantalizing stuff on the mound. By 2015, Salazar was a rotation regular, winning 14 games and punching out 195 batters in 185 innings. 

 

Salazar, who had Tommy John surgery as a Minor Leaguer in 2010, began to encounter more arm troubles in '16. 

 

Through June, Salazar was 10-3 with a 2.22 ERA and was making a case to start for the AL in the All-Star Game. The righty earned a spot on 

the roster for the Midsummer Classic but did not participate after arm soreness began to arise. Salazar only logged 10 starts from July 1 on that 

season while dealing with elbow, shoulder and forearm problems, and he was only available as a reliever for the World Series against the 
Cubs. 

 

Dating back to July 1, 2016, Salazar has posted a 5.20 ERA with a 1.49 WHIP in 147 innings, in which he has allowed 154 hits, including 24 

home runs. The pitcher spent time on the disabled list with right elbow and shoulder injuries again in 2017 and -- for the second year in a row -- 

was unavailable as a starter by the time the postseason arrived. 

 

Salazar hoped to have put all that behind him, even shifting the bulk of his offseason training to Cleveland before this season in order to work 

more closely with the team's training staff. Over the winter, the pitcher also avoided arbitation by signing a one-year, $5 million contract, which 

seemed like a steal given his potential. That potential has yet to be realized in 2018 in the form of a single pitch, and his availability for the rest 

of the year is again in doubt. 
 

Francona explains Perez's 0-pitch relief outing 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

OAKLAND -- When Indians manager Terry Francona reached the mound at the Coliseum in the seventh inning on Friday night, he had a quick 

message for lefty Oliver Perez before taking the ball from the reliever. 

 

"I said, 'You look tired, man,'" Francona said with a laugh on Saturday morning. 

The manager was joking around with Perez, because the left-hander threw precisely zero pitches before being removed in favor of right-hander 

Zach McAllister. With that pitching change, Perez made a bit of obscure baseball history. In the 3-1 loss to the A's, the veteran lefty became the 

first pitcher on record to make an appearance, issue a walk and not throw a single pitch. 
 

With two outs in the seventh inning, Perez took over for starter Trevor Bauer with runners on second and third base. Francona was rolling the 

dice that A's manager Bob Melvin would allow the lefty-swinging Dustin Fowler to hit in order to keep his defense intact due to having a 2-0 

lead. Instead, Melvin sent Mark Canha (1.031 OPS vs. lefties this season) to the plate as a pinch-hitter. 

 

When Melvin played that card, Francona countered by having Perez load the bases with an intentional walk, which no longer requires any 

pitches to be thrown under the rules put in place by MLB last season. When the A's then pinch-hit with Chad Pinder, Francona made the walk 

to the mound and replaced Perez with McAllister, who struck out Pinder to escape the jam. 

"I wasn't sure that they would want to sacrifice defense when they're winning," Francona explained. "But, Canha, we don't want to let Canha 

face a lefty. He's killing lefties. You really don't know what another [manager] is going to do, but you try to be prepared. That's why you bring 
him in for the first lefty, because if you bring him in for the second one, you can't do anything." 

 

Melvin anticipated that sequence when Perez entered the game. 

 

"I knew [Francona] was going to do that," the A's manager told reporters. "Both of us had analytic numbers on both of them. It was miniscule 

the whole way. But, you're trying to get your best guys out there and try to maximize matchups. You've always got to be on your toes with him." 

 

On Saturday morning, Melvin shot Francona a friendly text to poke fun at the situation. 

 

"Melvin texted me this morning laughing," Francona said. "He goes, 'I knew that's what you were doing. I told my bench coach that's what you 
were going to do and my bench coach said, 'No way.''" 

 

Perez said he did not expect that chain of events, but the lefty enjoyed the response from his teammates when he returned to the dugout. 



"It's kind of funny," Perez said. "They were saying, 'You might have the day off tomorrow,' and stuff like that. Everybody was laughing. That was 

kind of the fun part." 

 

Mejia, Haase among Saturday's top prospects 

• Triple-A Columbus' catching tandem of No. 16 overall prospect Francisco Mejia (Indians' No. 1) and Eric Haase (No. 19) combined for five 
extra-base hits and eight RBIs in a 10-9 win over Indianapolis. Mejia tallied two doubles and went 2-for-5 with two RBIs in his eighth straight 

multi-hit game, giving him a robust .455/.476/.717 batting line, with four homers, 14 doubles and 23 RBIs in 24 games this month. Haase, 

meanwhile, hit a three-run homer in the first inning, a two-run double in the second and a solo shot in the fourth as part of a 3-for-4, career-high 

six-RBI performance. Yu Chang (No. 7) sealed the victory with a walk-off homer in the ninth, his seventh this season. 

• In the longest start of his career, Indians No. 16 prospect Sam Hentges scattered seven hits and allowed one earned run with three strikeouts 

in eight innings, leading Class A Advanced Lynchburg past Frederick, 8-1. The 21-year-old left-hander is a rising prospect in Cleveland's 

system, as Saturday's performance gives him a 3.38 ERA with 72 strikeouts in 77 1/3 innings (15 starts) on the season -- his first fully healthy 

campaign after losing much of 2016-17 to Tommy John surgery. 

 

Mejia making case for Majors? Tito responds 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

OAKLAND -- While Roberto Perez was guiding Indians starter Trevor Bauer through another solid start on Friday night, catching prospect 

Francisco Mejia was continuing his torrid streak at the plate for Triple-A Columbus. Mejia collected four hits, marking his seventh multi-hit game 

in a row. 

 

Mejia's incredible offensive showing in June for the Clippers has some Tribe fans wondering why the Indians' top prospect has not found his 

way back to the Major Leagues. Yan Gomes has been one of the American League's top catchers so far this year, but Perez has struggled at 

the plate (.141/.231/.228 in 92 at-bats) as the backup. 

Indians manager Terry Francona emphasized again on Saturday that Perez's worth extends beyond the batter's box. 

 
"We signed Roberto to a four-year contract," Francona said. "And it's not just your batting average. We'd love all our guys to be hitting .300 -- 

that'd be great. But you're talking about running a staff, doing all the things that 'Berto has taken the time to learn. Now, I don't want to 

[downplay what Mejia is doing]. I'm thrilled the kid Mejia is doing what he's doing, because I think we all feel like this kid's going to help us. 

 

"The other thing is you've got a young kid. You don't want him to come up and sit the bench. That's not developing. On the flip side of that, we 

called him up for that one day, because we thought it might give him a shot in the arm. He wasn't doing very good, and then he took off. So, 

maybe that helped." 

 

Since his one-day stint in the Majors on June 11, the 22-year-old Mejia -- rated as the top-ranked catching prospect in baseball, per MLB 

Pipeline -- has hit .500 with a 1.301 OPS in 16 games. Through 23 games in June, the switch-hitter had a .457 average and a 1.192 OPS with 
17 multi-hit games. 

 

Mejia was batting .178 with a .513 OPS after an 0-for-5 showing on May 24, but has hit at a .443 (1.167 OPS) since then in 116 plate 

appearances. On the year, he is batting .287 with seven homers, 18 doubles, 26 runs and 38 RBIs in 66 games for Columbus. 

 

Due to having Gomes and Perez in the big leagues, Mejia has split his time between catching (35 starts) and the outfield (20 starts) this 

season. Francona reminded that Mejia's transition to the outfield remains a work in progress. 

 

"He's not ready," Francona said. "But I think there was some talk of trying to play him a little bit more, maybe with trying to have next year be an 

option. Like, when you go into the winter, at least having it be an option. The hard thing is he really wants to be a catcher. And I understand 
that. We're trying to tell him, 'Hey, we think you're a good catcher, but if you can do this, you might get to the big leagues quicker.' Until a kid's 

sold on it, though, I'm not sure." 

 

Covering the Bases: Game 81 

by Jordan Bastian 

FIRST: Let’s flash back to the seventh inning on Friday night for just a moment. 

 

Edwin Encarnacion was in the batter’s box, representing the final hitter that Mighty Paul Blackburn would slay during his silencing of 

Cleveland’s lineup. The righty spun six breaking balls in a row. Three curves, three sliders. 

 
On a 1–2 count, Encarnacion sliced one into foul ground down the first-base line, where it drifted out of the reach of Matt Olson. Then, the 

slugger connected on a 2–2 breaking pitch, sending it once again floating over foul ground, this time into Olson’s glove for an easy out. 

 

The pitcher-batter dynamic is often referred to as a cat-and-mouse game. Right now, the cats are feasting and Edwin Jackson was the latest to 

snatch up a fist full of mice. 

 

“A lot of balls offspeed in and out of the zone and we’re chasing,” Indians manager Terry Francona said. “We’re not earning enough fastballs 

right now and, until we do, they’re going to keep throwing balls out of the zone and making us go get them.” 

 

Heading into Saturday’s action, the Indians offense was seeing 58.1% fastballs this season, representing the fourth-lowest percentage in MLB. 
There’s a good reason for that. Cleveland’s .492 slugging off fastballs is the third-highest mark in baseball. 

 



On the flip side, the Indians are about league average on breaking pitches (.349 SLG vs. .347 for MLB overall) and below average against 

offspeed offerings (.320 SLG vs. .373 for MLB). In terms of wOBA, here are Cleveland’s ranks: .361 vs. FB (4th), .269 vs. Breaking (10th) and 

.258 vs. OFF (24th). 

 

So far on this road trip through St. Louis and Oakland, Cleveland has seen 50.3% fastballs and 49.7% breaking/offspeed pitches. Here are the 
percentages of fastballs by starter faced: 

John Gant: 53.6% 

Carlos Martinez: 53.4% 

Jack Flaherty: 56.0% 

Paul Blackburn: 36.7% 

Edwin Jackson: 53.5% 

Against Jackson, the Indians went 1-for-8 against fastballs, with the lone breakthrough being a solo homer by Jose Ramirez. The Tribe went 1-

for-14 against his other offerings with a solo homer by Francisco Lindor mixed in. That included an 0-for-4 showing vs. his changeup. 

 

The book is out on the Tribe lineup and it has been for a while. If a pitcher can sidestep heavy damage through the first part of the lineup and 
get ahead consistently against the others, the Tribe nine can become very susceptible to going out of the zone. 

 

There are days a lineup should tip its cap to a great outing by the pitcher on the other side. But, when it keeps happening over and over in a 

span of several games in a row, some type of adjustment needs to be made. That is why you get that kind of quote from Francona about 

“earning” more fastballs. 

 

SECOND: The Indians have a few days before they need to make a decision about the back-end of their rotation, but a few tea leaves were 

present on Saturday. 

 

Carlos Carrasco made a Minor League rehab start for Double-A Akron. He logged four innings, allowing no runs on four hits with four strikeouts 
and a walk. The righty threw 58 pitches. 

On the same day, Adam Plutko started for the Indians out here in Oakland. So, Plutko and Carrasco are aligned in the rotation. 

The Indians announced their probables for Kansas City. Shane Bieber will get the nod against the Royals on Tuesday. 

Until Cleveland makes an official announcement, all you can do with those three pieces of information is speculate. It would appear that Bieber 

is in the rotation and Carrasco is in line to come off the DL and return to the Tribe rotation by Friday. 

 

Plutko, for his part, was brilliant for the first five innings on Saturday against the A’s. He was perfect through four and held Oakland to a 1-for-16 

showing through five. And then the A’s went 4-for-5 with a walk, two doubles, a homer and three runs in the sixth to chase Plutko from the 

game. 

 
Plutko said he will spend time going over both segments of his start to find out went went right and then what went awry. 

 

“A little bit of both, for sure,” Plutko said. “If you’re not looking at the negative, then you’re not going to get anywhere. But, yeah, I was extremely 

happy with the first four. Have could you not be? Even the fifth, I liked what I was doing. But, the sixth, they came out, four straight hits, flexed 

their muscle and that’s the game.” 

 

THIRD: That was the game due to the aforementioned offensive issues. 

 

I’ve had a lot of Indians fans write in asking about the dramatic difference in production by the Cleveland lineup at home vs. on the road. First, 

Progressive Field has been more hitter friendly over the past few seasons. Beyond that, well, it’s hard to know what to make of it. 
 

There is so much statistical noise in a home-road split that the only thing you can really do is chalk it up as “one of those things,” as ballplayers 

so often say. It’s not one of those numbers you can look at, identify one singular issue and go, “Ah-ha! Here’s the solution!” 

 

“I think you’r’e always going to be a little more comfortable at home,” Francona said. “I don’t think there’s a reason other than some days we 

seem to play better than others, whether it’s home or away. I don’t think it’s anything other than that.” 

 

Still, the numbers are striking. 

 

Through 40 games at home, the Indians were batting .283/.356/.486 as a team with 241 runs scored (6.03 per game) and a 127 wRC+. 
Through 40 games on the road, the team had a .223/.291/.384 slash line with 151 runs (3.78 per game) and an 84 wRC+. 

 

HOME: After Oliver Perez escaped the sixth, Dan Otero took over for the Indians in the seventh. The righty set down the A’s in order and kept it 

going with a strikeout to open the eighth. 

 

Then, Otero yielded a solo homer to Dustin Fowler. 

 

The blast came off a four-seamer from Otero, who has now given up seven home runs in 29.2 innings on the season. The groundball specialist 

has given up five shots on his sinker (he gave up four on the pitch in all of last season) and has allowed another two off his four-seamer. 

 
Last year, Otero allowed six home runs in 60 innings. He’s given up eight total in the past two seasons combined in 130.2 innings. Otero’s 

31.8% flyball-to-homer ratio is nearly triple his career rate (11.3%) and his 2.12 HR/9 is extreme compared to his career rate (0.65). 

 



EXTRAS: With the Indians leading 2–0 in the sixth and a runner on second, Plutko induced a popup into foul ground off the bat of Josh 

Phegley. It carried towards the visitors’ dugout and catcher Yan Gomes tracked the ball to a nearby wall. 

 

Gomes found himself in front of a TV camera and the catcher had to reach awkwardly over it in an attempt to make the catch. The baseball 

dropped just beyond the edge of his mitt, striking the camera before bouncing away. Gomes then smacked the camera in disgust. 
Plutko then allowed a two-run homer to Phegley that ignited a three-run inning that altered the course of the game. 

 

“I started leaving the ball up in the zone a little bit,” Plutko said. “A couple bounces didn’t go our way. If the camera guy is three feet over to the 

left or right, or any direction, maybe we get an out there instead of a home run. Mostly, I just started leaving the ball up a little bit and they 

showed how they can hit the baseball.” 

 

Clippers 10, Indians 9 | Yu Chang’s homer in ninth lifts Clippers 

Yu Chang hit a walk-off, solo home run with one out in the ninth inning to give the Clippers a 10-9 win over the Indianapolis Indians on Saturday 

night before 9,608 at Huntington Park. 

 
The Indians tied the score at 9 in the top of the ninth when Jackson Williams hit a two-run homer off Ben Taylor (4-1), who picked up the win. 

He went two innings, allowing two runs and three hits while striking out one. Josh Smoker (3-1) went 1 1/3 innings, with the only hit he allowed 

being Chang’s home run to right-center field. 

 

Clippers designated hitter Eric Haase homered twice and doubled, driving home six runs and scoring a couple. Sam Haggerty singled twice and 

scored twice. 

 

The Clippers jumped out to a 7-0 lead after two innings. Francisco Mejia doubled to drive in a run before Haase hit a three-run homer to center 

field to give the Clippers a 4-0 lead after one. Mejia doubled to drive in a run in the second and Haase added a two-run double to give 

Columbus a big lead that the Indians chipped away at before tying the score late. 
 

Clippers starter Michael Peoples lasted 3 1/3 innings, giving up five earned runs on eight hits and two walks. He struck out five. 

 

RubberDucks report: Carlos Carrasco pitches four scoreless innings in rehab start 

by ABJ/Ohio.com correspondent 

After throwing a pregame bullpen session, Carlos Carrasco ventured into the Canal Park home clubhouse. Carrasco, Saturday’s starter for the 

RubberDucks, made it just in time to watch the end of the Indians’ Saturday afternoon game against the Oakland Athletics, a 7-2 loss. 

 

Carrasco shouldn’t have been at Canal Park on Saturday. Instead of preparing for the Altoona Curve, Carrasco should have been in Southern 

California with the Indians, spending his afternoon sending baffled Athletics back to their dugout. 
 

Instead, Carrasco spent his Saturday perplexing members of the Curve, a byproduct of a line drive off the bat of Minnesota Twins first baseman 

Joe Mauer on June 16. Carrasco, who was diagnosed with a right elbow contusion after sustaining the line drive, threw four scoreless innings 

for the Ducks. 

 

“I’m feeling great,” Carrasco said after the outing. “I threw [all four] of my pitches. Change-up was good, I threw it really well tonight.” 

 

Carrasco threw 58 pitches, 38 of which were strikes. Carrasco allowed one hit, one walk and struck out four with his fastball topping out at 97 

miles per hour in the Ducks’ 7-5 loss to the Curve in 10 innings. 

 
Mauer’s line drive was the second comebacker to hit Carrasco in three years. Luckily for the Indians, the location and timing of this comebacker 

proved to be more opportune. 

 

Carrasco’s 2016 season ended on Sept. 17 when he took a 95 mph line drive by Ian Kinsler off his right hand, fracturing the fifth metacarpal. 

Carrasco watched the Indians’ 2016 playoff run in a sweatshirt, with the Indians’ lack of pitching depth rearing its head in their World Series loss 

to the Chicago Cubs. 

 

Carrasco doesn’t let the thought of being hit occupy any space in his mind. 

 

“It is what it is. The worst was in 2016 and this year because it was my pitching arm. I’ve moved on and I can’t wait to pitch [for the Indians] next 
week,” he said. 

 

For Carrasco, June’s comebacker immediately felt different than the one he sustained in 2016. 

 

“2016 was terrible because it broke my hand, this one was just a bruise,” Carrasco said. “It just made my bone bigger. I’m glad everything’s 

fine.” 

 

Saturday was Carrasco’s third career start at Canal Park. On June 27, 2008, the then 21-year-old Carrasco started against the Akron Aeros, 

giving up a home run and four RBI to former Indians first-round-pick Trevor Crowe in a 16-6 Aeros win. 

 
He also threw a four-inning rehab start in 2016 during a 3-2 RubberDucks win. 

 



In April 2015 Carrasco sustained a jaw contusion when was hit in the jaw by a line drive off the bat of Melky Cabrera that caused him to miss a 

week. 

 

Carrasco was joined by some familiar faces in Akron, as both Wili Castro and Bobby Bradley spent time in the major league camp in spring 

training. 
 

“I saw a lot of these guys in spring training,” he said. 

 

“I’m just happy to see these guys again, it was a great time.” 

 

After Saturday, Carrasco and the RubberDucks will most likely part ways for the foreseeable future. Carrasco expects to rejoin a pitching staff 

with a 3.90 ERA, the sixth best in the American League. 

 

He had some encouraging words for the Ducks. 

 
“Happy to see everyone healthy, that’s the most important part,” he said. 

 

“Enjoy this because it’s not forever. Try to enjoy it as much as you can.” 

 

Cleveland Indians Danny Salazar will have surgery on right shoulder Monday 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

OAKLAND -- Right-hander Danny Salazar will have arthroscopic surgery on his right shoulder on Monday. Salazar has been on the disabled list 
all season. 

Dr. Keith Meister, team physician for the Texas Rangers, will do the surgery. Meister examined Salazar's shoulder in May and gave him a PRP 
injection. At the time Meister confirmed the Indians' diagnosis that Salazar was suffering from right shoulder impingement tendinitis. 

Salazar, at the end of May, came to Cleveland for an MRI and more tests on the shoulder. He received a cortisone shot and was sent back to 
Goodyear, Ariz., to resume his throwing program. 

On Friday manager Terry Francona hinted that something was wrong with Salazar. He said the organization was gathering information and that 
an announcement would be made in the near future. 

Salazar reported to spring training with a sore right shoulder in February. He has spent the season rehabbing at their spring training site in 
Goodyear. 

The Indians announced there is no timetable for Salazar's return, but it's hard to see him pitching anytime this season given that he hasn't 
pitched in a game since last year. 

Salazar, 28, hasn't been healthy since the first half of the 2016 season when he pitched well enough to make the All-Star team. He has 
struggled with right forearm, elbow and shoulder soreness since. 

He made two trips to the disabled list last year with shoulder and elbow soreness. Salazar was 5-6 with 4.28 ERA in 23 games, including 19 
starts, last year. 

The Indians have appeared in the postseason in 2016 and 2017, but Salazar has not been available as a starter. He did pitch out of the 
bullpen, making two appearances in 2016 and one in 2017. 

Salazar, in his career with the Indians, is 38-33 with a 3.82 ERA. He has 686 strikeouts in 587 1/3 innings. 

This will be the second surgery in Salazar's career. He underwent Tommy John surgery on his right elbow in 2010 while still in the minors. 
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Cleveland Indians fall to Oakland A's and old nemesis Edwin Jackson, 7-2, as bats stay quiet 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

OAKLAND -- When Oliver Perez and Edwin Jackson were in the minors earlier this season, they would talk whenever their teams played each 
other. 

The two veteran pitchers told each other to keep fighting and that they'd meet again in the big leagues sometime this season. Well, they both 
made it back, but unfortunately for the Indians, Jackson returned just in time to pitch Oakland to a 7-2 victory at the Coliseum on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Jackson, pitching in his 16th season, worked 6 2/3 innings to improve to 10-1 in his career over the Indians. The Indians took a 2-0 lead on 
homers by Francisco Lindor and Jose Ramirez in the fourth, but that was the extent of their offense. 

Adam Plutko (4-2, 4.66) went from good to bad for the Indians. Plutko opened the game with 12 straight outs. He didn't give up his first hit until 
Khris Davis doubled to start the fifth. 

Plutko entered the sixth with a 2-0 lead, but the game turned in a hurry. Franklin Barreto doubled over Michael Brantley's head in left field and 
No.9 hitter Josh Phegley turned Plutko's 1-2 pitch into a game-tying two-run homer. 

Dustin Fowler followed with a single and Mark Canha doubled him home for the lead with a drive off the left-field scoreboard. The A's finished 
the Indians with four runs in the eighth as Fowler (off Dan Otero) and Matt Olson (off Josh Tomlin) homered. The inning included a throwing 
error by catcher Yan Gomes and two wild pitches. It was not pretty. 



The A's, who have won seven straight games against the Tribe at the Coliseum, have won six straight. 

Plutko allowed three runs on five hits in 5 2/3 innings. He struck out three and walked one. 

Jackson, 34 and pitching for his 13th big-league team, retired the first two batters he faced in the seventh before manager Bob Melvin went to 
the bullpen. Jackson has won 10 straight decisions against the Indians dating back to Aug. 5, 2008. 

Saturday was Jackson's second start for the A's. He signed a minor-league deal with Washington in January and opened the year at Class AAA 
Syracuse. Perez was pitching Triple-A ball for the Yankees at the same time. 

"We played each other twice and said we were both going to make it back to the big leagues," said Perez before Saturday's game. 

Washington released Jackson (1-0, 2.13) on June 1 and he signed another minor-league deal with the A's. 

The Indians started this trip fueled by a seven-game winning streak. But they've hardly looked like a hot team. They've scored 10 runs in four 
games. Three times they've scored two or fewer runs. 

The homers by Lindor (No. 20) and Ramirez (No. 24) were the Indians' only hits until Brantley singled with one out in the ninth. The Indians 
proceeded to load the bases in the ninth, but Yonder Alonso hit into a 3-6-1 double play to end the threat. 

What it means 

The Indians are 1-4 on this nine-game, 10-day trip through St. Louis, Oakland and Kansas City. 

The pitches 

Plutko threw 90 pitches, 55 (61 percent) for strikes. Jackson threw 86 pitches, 52 (60 percent) for strikes. 

Thanks for coming 

The Indians and A's drew 17,748 fans to the Coliseum on Saturday afternoon. First pitch was at 4:07 p.m. with a temperature of 81 degrees. 
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Nolan Jones improving for Lake County Captains: Cleveland Indians minor leagues 2018 

By Elton Alexander, The Plain Dealer 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - Nolan Jones (2/2016) is making an impact at third base for the Lake County Captains. Now into the second half of the 
season, the 6-4, 185-pound Jones is hitting .325 over his last 10 games and .268 for the season. 

He is 13-for-40 in that 10-game run with three home runs and six RBI. The third-baseman has been fairly solid at his position with 15 errors in 
54 games played to date. He has turned eight double-plays and has 94 assists. 

Jones has been a bit of a strongman, as he has already played 461.1 innings this season, the most in his brief career, and the calendar is just 
now turning to July. 

Ball parking: The Captains lead the Midwest league in home runs, eight more than any other team in the league. Outfielders Oscar Gonzalez 
(undrafted/FA) and Will Benson (1/2016) share the team lead with 11 each. But Gonzalez has been the bigger overall threat, hitting .275 with 
13 doubles as well. 

Benson continues to be a free swinger, hitting .180 on the season with seven doubles vs. a team-high 87 strikeouts. Benson, however, also 
leads the team by far with 48 walks. Interestingly, the long ball seems to be more of a solo attack, considering the Captains are 12th in the 
league in scoring with just 324 runs so far this season. 

Tough luck: Pitcher Juan Hillman (2/2015) has had a tough last two games on the mound, going a combined 13.1 innings while giving up just 
seven hits and three runs with 12 strikeouts. But he only has one victory to show for it. 

The 6-2, 185-pound Hillman, 21, is coming off an eight-inning no decision vs. Fort Wayne after allowing just two runs with eight whiffs. He is 1-8 
on the season with a 5.45 ERA in 15 starts. But he has given up three runs or less in four of his last six starts. 
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Triston McKenzie has best outing for Akron RubberDucks: Cleveland Indians Minor leagues 2018 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - Triston McKenzie (1/2015) put together his best effort of the season Thursday night, going seven innings to anchor a 6-4 
victory for the first-place Akron RubberDucks. McKenzie allowed six hits and three runs, throwing 82 pitches with 58 going for strikes. 

The 20-year-old No. 1 pitching prospect for the Indians struck out three and walked one to stand at 2-2 on the season with a 4.15 ERA since 
being called up to Akron earlier this month. 

He's baaaack: Looks like first-baseman Bobby Bradley (3/2014) has finally found his groove for the season. The power source for the Ducks 
has been on a 10-game surge with six homers and 10 RBI while hitting a robust .293 (12-for-41). Inside those 10 games were three multi-hit 
outings. 

Understand, the 6-1, 225-pound Bradley, 24, entered this 10-game run with a .188 batting average on the season. He has raised his average 
15 points (.203) in this hot streak to climb above the Mendoza line for the first time since April 7, the third game of the season. 

Bradley is a career .252 hitter in the minors. He does have 16 homers already this season, which puts him on track to hit 20 or more for a fourth 
straight year. 

Back in the swing: Outfielder Andrew Calica (11/2016) from Cal-Santa Barbara seems to have snapped out of a mini-slump, getting hits in three 
of his last four games including a pair of multi-hit contests. He has picked up five RBI in those four games as well. 



The 6-1, 190-pound Calica, 24, is hitting .296 on the season and also has proven himself running the bases with 16 thefts. He has only been 
caught twice. Calica has also shown just enough power, with five homers and 33 RBI, to be a rising prospect. 
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Cleveland Indians set to sign several international free agents on Monday 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

OAKLAND - Seven international free agents are visiting Cleveland and are expected to sign with the Indians as soon as Monday when the 
signing period begins. 

Shortstops Gabriel Rodriguez and Junior Sanquintin, ranked among the top international players in this year's class, are among the players in 
Cleveland to get their physicals. The Indians' bonus pool for 2018-19 is $5,504,500. 

The Indians are expected to sign Rodriguez for just over $1.5 million, while Sanquintin will sign for about $1 million. Indians Prospective was 
first to report that the seven free agents were in Cleveland. 

Rodriguez, 16, is a right-handed hitter from Maturin, Venezuela. According to mlb.com, he projects to be one of the best hitters in the class and 
is probably one of the most consistent all-around players available. 

Junior Sanquintin, SS, Dominican - 2018 July 2 

Sanquintin, 16, is a switch-hitter from Bani, Dominican Republic, the same hometown as Indians All-Star third baseman Jose Ramirez and top 
prospect Francisco Mejia. MLB.com says the 6-2, 182-pound Sanquintin shows power and bat speed and could end up at third base because 
he's not done growing. 

Other players visiting Cleveland include shortstop Angel Martinez, Dominican Republic; shortstop Jesus Lara, Venezuela; infielder Dayan Frias, 
Colombia; and outfielders Sterling Romero, Dominican Republic and Luis Osto, Venezuela. The international signing period lasts from Monday 
through June 15, 2019. 

The Indians signed at least 21 players in the 2017-18 international free agent class. They had a bonus pool of $5.75 million and spent $1.5 
million on shortstop Aaron Bracho and $1.3 million on outfielder George Valera. 

Valera is hitting .333 (6-for-18) .333 with one homer and six RBI for the Arizona Rookie League Indians. 

Signing bonuses of $10,000 or less do not count against a team's bonus pool. The same goes for players who are at least 25 and have played 
at least six years in a foreign professional league. 
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Cleveland Indians, Oakland Athletics starting lineups for Saturday, Game No. 81 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

OAKLAND -- Manager Terry Francona says the Indians have a good handle on what they want to do when Carlos Carrasco rejoins the starting 
rotation. Rookies Adam Plutko and Shane Bieber are the pitchers on the bubble despite each of them pitching well. 

Carrasco will make a rehab start for Class AA Akron tonight. If all goes well, he could be in line to start against Oakland on July 7 at 
Progressive Field. Plutko just so happens to be starting today against the A's at the Coliseum, which would put him in line to face the A's again 
on July 7 at Progressive Field. 

But the Indians have yet to make an announcement on who will go and who will stay. Still, it's a good spot to be in. Plutko is 4-1 with a 4.65 
ERA. He's had some hot and cold moments, but it's hard not be satisfied with what he's done. 

Bieber has delivered as well. He's 3-0 with a 2.22 ERA in four starts. He's struck out 27 and walked four. Chris Antonetti, Indians president of 
baseball operations, and Francona said his command of the strike zone should even get better the more he pitches in the big leagues. 

No matter who is optioned to Class AAA Columbus, the long-range implications for the rotation are good. 

When are the Cleveland Indians going to bring Francisco Mejia to the big leagues? 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

OAKLAND - Francisco Mejia is finally hitting at Class AAA Columbus in a manner befitting his billing as the Indians' top prospect. 

Fans want to know when the switch-hitting catcher will be joining the Indians to replace struggling catcher Roberto Perez. Manager Terry 
Francona was asked that question before his offense pulled another no-show in a 7-2 loss to the A's at Oakland Coliseum. 

"We signed Roberto to a four-year contract," said Francona. "It's not just your batting average. I mean we'd like all our guys to be hitting .300, 
that would be great. But you're talking about running a staff. Doing all the things that Roberto has taken the time to learn." 

Perez is hitting .141 (13-for-92) with one homer and six RBI. In the last couple of years, he's pushed Yan Gomes for playing time, but this year 
Gomes has re-established himself as the No.1 catcher. 

Mejia, meanwhile, is pounding the ball at Columbus after a slow start. Mejia, in his first year at Triple-A, hit .187 (17-for-91) in April and .192 
(14-for-73) in May. In June, he's hitting .471 (41-for-87) with four homers and 21 RBI. 

In his last nine games, Mejia has had two or more hits in each game. He had seven hits in his last two games through Friday. 

"I'm thrilled the kid is doing what he's doing," said Francona. "We all feel that this kid is going to help us. You've also got a young kid. You don't 
want him to come up and sit the bench. That's not developing." 

The Indians promoted Mejia for one day when they Perez got hit by a pitch against the Tigers on June 10. Perez didn't have to go on the 
disabled list, but the Indians were trying to be careful. 



Francona said there was another reason for his promotion, not matter how brief it was. 

"We called him up for that one day because he wasn't doing very well," said Francona. "We thought that might give him a shot in the arm and 
he took off. So maybe that helped." 

The Indians have tried to make Mejia more versatile so they can get his bat to the big leagues even though he's blocked by Gomes and Perez 
behind the plate. They sent him to the Arizona Fall League after last season to learn to play third, but that didn't go well. This year he's made 20 
starts in the outfield - 19 in left and one in right - while making 35 starts at catcher. 

"He's not ready (to play the outfield in the big leagues)," said Francona. "I think there was talk about trying to play him some more. Maybe with 
next year being an option. You know when they go into the winter you can at least have that be an option." 

But Francona said that when you cut to the chase, Mejia wants to catch. 

"I understand that," said Francona. "We're trying to tell him, 'Hey, we think you're a good catcher, but if you can do this, you might get to the big 
leagues quicker. Until a kid is sold on it. ... I'm not sure (if it's a good idea to push him)." 
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Jackson gets 1st win with A's in 7-2 victory over Indians 

The Associated Press  

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) -- Edwin Jackson is making the most of his opportunity with yet another new team. 

 

The 34-year-old journeyman earned his first win with Oakland, pitching neatly into the seventh inning as the Athletics beat the Cleveland 

Indians 7-2 Saturday for their season-high sixth straight victory. 

 

Jackson (1-0) signed a minor league contract with the A's on June 6 and is now with his record-tying 13th major league team. He gave up only 

two hits in 6 2/3 innings. He struck out six and walked none in his second start for Oakland. 

 
''Honestly, when I can look in the mirror and say that I can't do it any more, I'll go home,'' Jackson said. 

 

''I'm not playing for the money. I'm not playing for anything else but to come have fun,'' he said. 

 

Jackson was in the minors for Washington earlier this season, then joined the A's. With their rotation beset by injuries, the Athletics gave 

Jackson a chance. 

 

Matt Olson, Dustin Fowler and Josh Phegley homered to help the A's win for the 12th time in 14 games. They've won seven straight against 

Cleveland and nine of their last 10 against the Indians in Oakland. 
 

Jackson has won 10 consecutive decisions over Cleveland, a streak dating to 2008. His string against the Indians is the longest since Charlie 

Hough beat them 13 straight times from 1984-88. 

 

Jackson has 13 strikeouts and hasn't allowed a walk in 12 2/3 innings through his first two starts with Oakland. He topped out at 97 mph on 

Saturday. 

 

''Based on the way he was available and the way he's been able to pitch for us it's a surprise, but he's always been able to do that a little bit 

with the sinker and the four-seamer,'' A's manager Bob Melvin said. 

 
''Now he just manipulates a little bit more and the offspeed stuff with the changeup speed and the slider. . It really keeps you off-balance,'' he 

said. 

 

The AL Central-leading Indians lost for the fourth time in five games. 

 

The A's trailed 2-0 going into the sixth, when Franklin Barreto became their first baserunner with a leadoff double against Adam Plutko (4-2). 

Phegley followed with his second home run and Oakland took a 3-2 lead when Fowler scored from first on Mark Canha's double. 

 

''I was extremely happy with the first four (innings) and how could you not be?'' Plutko said. ''Even in the fifth I liked what I was doing, but in the 

sixth they came out with four straight hits, flexed their muscle and that was the game.'' 
 

Francisco Lindor hit his 20th homer and Jose Ramirez hit his 24th in the Cleveland fourth. 

 

Oakland broke the game open in the eighth, when they homered twice in a four-run inning. Fowler hit his fifth home run leading off the inning 

against Dan Otero, and Olson hit a two-run shot off Josh Tomlin, his 18th. 

 

Rookie Lou Trivino induced Yonder Alonso to hit into a game-ending for his third save. Trivino came into the game after the Indians loaded the 

bases with one out in the ninth off Santiago Casilla on a hit, a walk and a hit batter. 

 

HOME 
The A's finally got their offense going at home, where going into Saturday were batting .233 and averaging 3.61 runs per game at the Coliseum. 

Oakland is hitting .263 and averaging 5.55 runs on the road. 

 

TRAINER'S ROOM 



Indians: LHP Tyler Olson (latissimus dorsi strain) threw his first bullpen on Friday and is expected to throw off a mound again on Sunday. ... 

LHP Ryan Merritt (left knee sprain) threw 48 pitches on Friday in a rehab game with Triple-A Columbus. . RHP Carlos Carrasco (right elbow 

contusion) was expected to throw 65 pitches in a rehab game with Double-A Akron on Saturday. 

 

Athletics: 3B Matt Chapman (right thumb contusion) will take BP on Sunday and could be activated for Tuesday's series opener against San 
Diego without going on a rehab assignment. ''Even if we don't feel like potentially he's up to speed offensively, he can save some runs out there 

defensively,'' Melvin said. 

 

UP NEXT 

RHP Mike Clevinger (6-3, 3.03 ERA) is 0-1 with a 7.04 ERA in two outings (one start) against Oakland. He's 2-1 with a 2.07 ERA over his last 

four starts. RHP Frankie Montas (4-1, 3.68) is 1-1 with a 7.20 ERA over his last three starts. 

 

TinCaps outlast Captains, 6-4 

By David Glasier, The News-Herald 

The Captains and Fort Wayne (Ind.) TinCaps worked overtime in the first two games of their four-game series at Classic Park. 
 

Fort Wayne prevailed in the opener on June 28, 6-4. Lake County bounced back to prevail on June 29, 2-1. Both games went 11 innings. 

 

On June 30, it took only nine innings for the TinCaps to come out on top, 6-4. 

 

Things did get interesting, though, after the TinCaps got to Lake County reliever Luis Jimenez for three runs in the top of the seventh inning to 

take a 6-2 lead. 

The Captains answered with two runs in the bottom of the seventh to narrow the gap to 6-4. They got a leadoff double from Jose Medina in the 

bottom of the eighth inning. Medina got to third base with two outs but was stranded there. 

 
Right-handed pitcher Nick Sandlin made his Captains debut. The Indians’ second-round pick in the 2018 draft out of Southern Mississippi 

worked a scoreless top of the ninth inning. 

 

The Captains slipped to 3-7 with the loss. Fort Wayne improved to 7-3. 

 

Edwin Jackson helps A’s beat Cleveland, extend win streak to 6 games 

By Steve Kroner  

Ever since Edwin Jackson debuted for the A’s, they have not lost. 

Their 7-2 victory over Cleveland at the Coliseum on Saturday afternoon extended their winning streak to six games as the oft-traveled right-
hander and four relievers combined on a three-hitter. 

In his first big-league start of the season, Jackson held the Tigers to a run on six hits in six innings in a 5-4 victory Monday. He struck out seven 
and did not issue a walk. 

Before Saturday’s game, A’s manager Bob Melvin said of Jackson, “If we get what we got out of him last time, we’ll be really happy with that.” 

The 34-year-old set down the first nine hitters he faced Saturday. Then leading off the fourth, Francisco Lindor jolted a Jackson pitch well over 
the wall in right. It was home run No. 20 this season for the Cleveland shortstop. 

One out later, Lindor’s partner on the left side of the infield, third baseman Jose Ramirez, got into the long-ball act. His drive to right-center 
made it 2-0. That’s 24 homers this season for Ramirez. 

Ramirez was the last Cleveland hitter to reach against Jackson. The man who tied Octavio Dotel’s major-league record by appearing with his 
13th team Monday retired the final 10 hitters he faced before Melvin replaced Jackson with Ryan Buchter with two outs in the seventh. 

Buchter, Emilio Pagan, Santiago Casilla and Lou Trivino combined to record the final seven outs. Trivino entered with the bases loaded and 
one out in the ninth. He got former A’s first baseman Yonder Alonso to bounce into a 3-6-1 to end the game. Trivino picked up his third save. 

In two starts for the A’s, Jackson has allowed three runs on eight hits in 122/3 innings. Even more impressive: He has racked up 13 strikeouts 
without issuing a walk. 

He threw 86 pitches Saturday after throwing 80 on Monday. The A’s could not have expected that type of efficiency from Jackson based on his 
three starts with their Triple-A Nashville affiliate: 99 pitches in six innings, 90 pitches in four and 103 pitches in 52/3. 

Cleveland right-hander Adam Plutko outdid Jackson for five innings. The rookie from UCLA retired the first 12 Oakland hitters before Khris 
Davis opened the fifth inning with a double off the wall in left-center. Plutko then got the next three hitters to strand Davis at second. 

Plutko didn’t make it out of the sixth. Franklin Barreto began the inning with a double off the wall in left. Josh Phegley, the No. 9 hitter, then tied 
the game 2-2 with a home run to left, his second HR of the year. 

That was the second of four consecutive Oakland hits. Dustin Fowler singled to right before Mark Canha’s double to left brought home Fowler 
to give the A’s the lead. 

Plutko (4-2) departed with two outs in the sixth. 

The A’s put away the game with four runs in the eighth. With one out, Fowler took former A’s and Giants reliever Dan Otero deep to right for a 
solo homer to make it 4-2. 



Josh Tomlin relieved Otero and gave up walks to Canha and Jed Lowrie, a sacrifice fly to Davis and a two-run blast by Matt Olson, his 18th HR 
of the season. 

Rookie Lou Trivino saves A’s victory over Cleveland 

By Steve Kroner 

What could have become a dicey ninth inning for the A’s on Saturday quickly turned into their sixth straight win. 

Santiago Casilla allowed a hit, a hit batsman and a walk to enable Cleveland to load the bases with one out. Suddenly, a 7-2 lead didn’t seem 
that comfortable. 

Enter Lou Trivino. The rookie right-hander got former A’s first baseman Yonder Alonso to bounce into a 3-6-1 double play to end the game. Just 
like that, Oakland had prevailed and Trivino had earned his third save. 

The Slippery Rock alum was an 11th-round pick by the A’s in 2013. He has been a revelation: 6-1 with a 1.56 ERA, with 39 strikeouts in 342/3 
innings. 

“It’s a dream come true to be here,” Trivino said. “You dream about (it) when you’re a kid.” 

Trivino made his big-league debut April 17. He believes his success stems from being “able to trust my stuff in the zone.” 

Catcher Josh Phegley praised Trivino’s fastball and “low-90s cutter that’s pretty devastating. … I think he’s figuring out he can be a dominant 
pitcher.” 

A’s closer Blake Treinen has been fairly dominant this season (4-1, 21 saves, 0.89 ERA), but he was unavailable Saturday after saving each of 
the previous two games and four of the previous five. 

Treinen and Trivino are two big reasons the A’s are 32-0 this season when leading after seven innings. Oakland is the only team in the majors 
that hasn’t lost after going into the eighth inning with an edge. 

Briefly: Mark Canha’s double in the sixth inning brought home Dustin Fowler to make it 3-2, Oakland, and the A’s stayed in front the rest of the 
way. Canha extended his hitting streak to a career-high nine games. … The A’s have won seven straight against Cleveland at the Coliseum. 
The A’s and Indians finish their three-game series in Oakland on Sunday and then begin another three-gamer in Cleveland on Friday. … A fan 
in Section 216 caught two foul balls Saturday. As the saying goes: Get that man a contract. 

Steve Kroner is a San Francisco Chronicle staff writer. 
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A’s closer Blake Treinen — even when he’s bad, he’s good 

By JERRY MCDONALD  

OAKLAND — Blake Treinen readily admitted he took the mound Friday night without his best stuff. 

And yet the end result was the same as it’s been almost every time he’s taken the mound in a save situation. 

Game over, A’s win. 

If you haven’t noticed, Treinen is putting up numbers that haven’t been seen in Oakland since Dennis Eckersley was winning Cy Young awards 
and Most Valuable Player trophies. 

On the occasion of his 30th birthday, Treinen goes into Satruday’s game against the Cleveland Indians having converted 21 of 23 save 
opportunities, including the last 18 in succession. He’s got an earned run average of 0.68 during that span and opponents are hitting .102 (9-
for-88). 

A likely All-Star game choice, Treinen leads American League relievers with a 0.89 earned run average. 

“His stuff plays. If he throws it over the plate he’s going to have some success,” A’s manager Bob Melvin said. “Obviously he’s on quite a run at 
this point, but when he takes the mound we feel great. Sometimes he’ll walk a guy or two but it always seems to be one pitch away. For a 
power pitcher, he can get a ground ball whenever he wants to and I think he’s certainly got a lot of confidence working for him with the season 
he’s had.” 

Acquired last season in the trade that sent Sean Doolittle and Ryan Madsen to the Washington Nationals, Treinen, according to Melvin, may 
have the best arsenal of pitches of any reliever he’s ever coached. 

“I don’t know that in all my years I’ve had as dominant stuff from a closer as him,” Melvin said. “And I’ve had a lot of good closers over the 
years.” 

Although Treinen struggled in Washington, he seemed to adapt to the closer’s role immediately upon arriving in Oakland, showing the ability to 
not only have dominant clean innings but get out of jams of his own creation. 

Included in Friday night’s 21st save was a single by Jose Ramirez, a deep drive to center by Edwin Encarnacion that Mark Canha tracked down 
at the fence and a walk. 

 “That comes with the confidence,” Melvin said. “He’s come a long way since he’s been here and has nailed down the closer’s role since the 
minute he got here. Not too many guys have that kind of stuff, but there’s a mentality for closing that can be difficult for anybody. That does not 
seem like it’s the case for him.” 

— Third baseman Matt Chapman took infield again before the game and reported no soreness in his right hand after taking 30 swings off a 
batting tee. Chapman will take batting practice on the field Sunday, and how he fares will determine if he is activated July 3 when the San 
Diego Padres come to town. 



Chapman’s fielding skills are so good Melvin said he can still help the team even if “we don’t feel like potentially he’s up to speed offensively.” 
Hence, Chapman, who went on the disabled list June 15, is unlikely to get a rehab assignment. 

— Starting pitcher Daniel Mengden (right foot sprain) threw Friday but has yet to take the mound. 

“We just want to make sure he has several days in a row where he doesn’t feel it and then we’ll get him on the mound,” Melvin said. “I think 
we’ll have a better understanding once he gets on the mound and pushes off going downhill.” 
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Olney: Contenders consider buying low, buying late 

BRONX, N.Y. -- More than a handful of teams benefitted last winter from slow-playing the free-agent market and waiting for the asking prices to 

fall inevitably. This is how the Phillies landed Jake Arrieta on a three-year contract, how the Red Sox eventually snagged J.D. Martinez on a 
five-year deal and how the Twins grabbed Logan Morrison, Lance Lynn and others from baseball’s bargain bin. 

 

Well, some executives increasingly believe the summer trade market will mirror what happened with free agency -- that if you remain patient, 

there will be such a high volume of players available that contenders will get really good deals, particularly as sellers increasingly become 

desperate to dump salary. 

 “I don’t know if we have the best collection of prospects to deal,” said one evaluator, “but I don’t think we’ll have to have those, either. I think 

that as we get closer to the deadline, we’ll have a lot to choose from.” 

 

That’s one observation about the developing trade market, with 30 days remaining before the July 31 deadline. Here are eight more: 
 

• The Toronto Blue Jays’ deal of Steve Pearce to the Boston Red Sox serves as a starting gun for what should be a busy month of dealing for 

Toronto, a team with a lot of assets to deal. With the San Francisco Giants uninterested in discussing any Madison Bumgarner trade proposals 

and the New York Mets indicating that they would have to be completely overwhelmed to talk about Jacob deGrom or Noah Syndergaard, the 

Jays’ J.A. Happ is arguably the best and the most cost-efficient starting pitcher currently on the market. Not surprisingly, Happ is also attached 

to what is said to be a high asking price. The 35-year-old lefty has held opponents to a .211 average this season, with 106 strikeouts in 97 

innings, and because he’ll be eligible for free agency after this year, Toronto is almost certainly going to move him. “He’s a guy you’d be 

comfortable starting in a Game 1, 2 or 3 of the postseason,” said one rival evaluator. 

 

The Jays are also talking to other teams about right-hander Marco Estrada and could deal almost all of the veterans from their bullpen -- John 
Axford, Aaron Loup, Tyler Clippard, Seunghwan Oh -- as well as outfielder Curtis Granderson. 

 

• The Philadelphia Phillies and Atlanta Braves are buyers. Because the Washington Nationals have not seized control of the NL East in the way 

most evaluators expected, the front offices in Philadelphia and Atlanta will be active. 

 

The Phillies are a big-market team with a small-market payroll of under $100 million, and they could be have more flexibility to add money than 

any other contender. For example: If they have interest in a reunion with Texas Rangers lefty Cole Hamels -- and some teams are not 

enthusiastic about Hamels’ potential performance -- Philadelphia could be willing to take a lot of his remaining salary for this year rather than 

pay with prospects. They have also had a dialogue with the Royals about third baseman Mike Moustakas, who is owed about $3.25 million for 

the rest of this season. 
 

The Braves are still trying to figure out what their focus should be, given various needs, but it’s safe to say Atlanta will pursue bullpen help (like 

most contenders) and wait to see where the prices fall on starting pitchers. The Braves do not have the same sort of flexibility to take on payroll 

that the Phillies have. 

• The Cleveland Indians want to add at least one really good, late-inning reliever who will be under team control beyond 2018. After this season, 

the Indians will lose bullpen stars Andrew Miller and Cody Allen to free agency. The Indians know that surviving the October steel-cage match 

with the Astros, Yankees and Red Sox will be incredibly difficult, and while Cleveland's bullpen performance has improved since it starting 

feasting on its AL Central brethren, it will need more bullpen weapons for the postseason. 

 

• The Red Sox have the highest payroll in baseball and are already over the luxury tax threshold, meaning there will be additional levies on 
every bit of player salary they take on between now and Aug. 31. But the Boston farm system is extremely thin at the highest levels, and the 

best way for the Red Sox to improve might be to take on a reliever dumped by another team in salary savings. Rival officials think the Red Sox 

will make their move in the last days before the deadline, or in the August waiver period. 

 

• No matter who has the dominant voice in the Mets’ front office, sources say the Mets are indicating they would have to be overwhelmed by an 

offer to trade either deGrom or Syndergaard, and a deal is highly unlikely. Theoretically, the Mets have three internal candidates for general 

manager -- former general manager Omar Minaya and current assistants John Ricco and J.P. Ricciardi. But the expectation is that ownership 

will look outside the organization for the next GM hire, and Minaya -- an advisor trusted deeply by owner Fred Wilpon -- will have a major say in 

who is the long-term successor to Sandy Alderson. 

 
• The Los Angeles Angels play nine of their next 29 games against the Mariners, and how they fare might have a big impact on whether the 

Angels surrender assets to augment their team before the deadline. They worked aggressively to make the team better this year, but pitching 

injuries have decimated them again, and they have hemorrhaged games in the standings. 

 

• There is still time for Zach Britton to rebuild some of his trade value for the Baltimore Orioles before the deadline, because this is the time of 

year when small sample size -- two or three consecutive dominant outings -- can change perception. But Britton has really struggled, with six 

walks in 7⅔ innings and six earned runs allowed -- or two more earned runs than he allowed through the entire 2016 season. 

 



• Hector Rondon has gotten five saves for the Houston Astros in the past four weeks, and he has allowed just one homer and nine walks in his 

30 innings this season. But it’s probably way too soon to say his emergence has settled the back end of the Astros’ bullpen -- keep in mind that 

Rondon was the closer for the Cubs in 2016 when Chicago decided it needed to fork over Gleyber Torres to the Yankees for the finishing World 

Series piece in Aroldis Chapman. The Astros will keep an open mind about bullpen additions in the weeks ahead, especially left-handers, but 

an elite-level southpaw like a Chapman or Andrew Miller might not necessarily become available. 
 

News from around the major leagues 

Some of the player poll results compiled by USA Today for a piece published the other day should concern not only Major League Baseball, but 

the players, as well. About two-thirds of the players polled indicated they believe a work stoppage will be needed to help take back ground lost 

in recent Collective Bargaining Agreement negotiations. 

 

Which begs the question: How would the players -- or anyone -- know? Because the two sides have not been talking. 

 

In Tony Clark’s meetings with players in spring training, the idea of a future work stoppage was raised time and again, with talk of a labor war. 

But this seems more than a little premature, because nobody really knows what the union actually wants for adjustments, or what the reaction 
of MLB would be -- and there would certainly appear to be plenty of intermediate options to explore before anybody has to drive over a 

negotiation cliff with a strike or a lockout. 

 

For example, right now there seems to be gathering momentum within the sport for the adoption of the designated hitter for the National 

League. That would be a good thing for the union, an additional 15 landing spots for veteran hitters at a time when the older sluggers have 

increasingly struggled to find jobs. The union could asked to attach this to a roster expansion that MLB was more than willing to talk about 

during the 2016 negotiations. 

 

Also, commissioner Rob Manfred has been pushing for rules to augment the pace of action and offense, whether it be a discussion about shifts 

or relief pitchers or a pitch clock. This could all be a great thing, because the conversation could present some leverage for the players: 
Manfred wants something, so the union can ask for something in return. 

 

Finally, some players gave voice in spring training about the issue of tanking in baseball -- front offices slashing payroll and effectively 

designing failure to have the best shot at the talent at the top of the draft. Well, there are plenty of folks on the management side who share that 

concern, and it could be that MLB would embrace some anti-tanking measures. 

 

But we cannot possibly know this now because the two sides are not talking. 

 

As each day goes by, the union loses time to address these issues and find solutions, and perhaps put the players in a better position for the 

upcoming offseason or the 2019-20 offseason, or for when the current Collective Bargaining Agreement expires. 
 

Clark cannot know what’s possible unless there is engagement between the union and Major League Baseball. 

Recently, Clark reached out to agents and asked for input and thoughts. But there needs to be a greater sense of urgency because of what’s at 

stake. The union leadership must be properly prepared; its agenda must be well-defined and vetted through thorough discussion and analysis. 

 

And the players must be better educated about what’s possible, what is needed and what is being discussed. An agent was shocked in the 

spring when some of the experienced players he represents were unaware of the existence of the union’s executive board, which theoretically 

advises and works with Clark. 

 

One player representative suggested that on a regular basis -- once every few days, or at least once a week -- the union leadership should 
send group texts to all players in English and Spanish to advise them on the latest relevant developments. “They need to know what’s going 

on,” said the rep. “There’s not a lot being communicated to the players so they understand (what’s at stake).” 

 

The union is comprised of really competitive people who are ready for a scrap, as the poll indicates; the solidarity of the players was a powerful 

force for decades. But that was in place because of decades of diligent conversation by former union chiefs Marvin Miller and Don Fehr, and 

there is so much foundational preparation that Clark must affect before any serious consideration of a labor war begins -- including the 

enormous risks. If that doesn’t happen, then the true power of the union will be in jeopardy. 

 

• When J.D. Martinez was with the Tigers, the guy who lorded over the hitters’ meetings was Miguel Cabrera, who would respectfully listen but 

wouldn’t necessarily draw much out of the conversation that he could use. On the prism of preparation, Martinez is on the other extreme of 
Cabrera, because he wanted all the information possible -- he wanted the feedback, the conversation about hitting. Through his release from 

the Astros, how he adapted afterward and what he learned in Detroit, Martinez learned about hitting, and along the way, he learned to teach it 

to others. 

 

Diamondbacks Manager Torey Lovullo encouraged him to help others, and now that Martinez is with the Red Sox, he is at the epicenter of the 

Boston world of hitters. Manager Alex Cora says that when Martinez met with Red Sox officials at the winter meetings in Orlando, he listened to 

Martinez talk about hitting and about his self-evaluation, and he thought immediately that the slugger would have no problem adjusting to the 

Boston market because of his focus on his work. “This is going to be all about baseball with him.” 

 

Mookie Betts, a relentless source of questions and energy, began picking Martinez’s brain earlier this year, and others joined in; during games, 
there is a constant byplay, a constant conversation. 

 



“Guys see what he does in the video room,” said David Price, who pitches Sunday for the Red Sox on Sunday Night Baseball, “and I think guys 

kind of pick up on his routine. Everything he does, there’s a purpose behind it.” 

 

• A number that speaks for itself: The Mets’ cleanup hitters had combined for 29 RBIs through Friday’s games; the Dodgers’ pinch-hitters had 

combined for 26 RBIs. 
 

Nick Cafardo / SUNDAY BASEBALL NOTES -Q&A: Alex Rodriguez talks Red Sox-Yankees, David Price, wild-card format, and more 

Globe Staff June 30, 2018 

Alex Rodriguez played plenty of games in the Red Sox-Yankees rivalry, but on Sunday night he’ll broadcast his first for ESPN. A-Rod holds the 
record for most homers on “Sunday Night Baseball” with 22. Rodriguez, who also works as a special assistant for the Yankees, had some 
interesting comments about the rivalry. 

Q: What are your thoughts about the Luis Severino/David Price matchup on Sunday? 

AR: “I think for Price, this is the biggest start of his early Boston career, especially needing to rebound from his last outing [against the 
Yankees], which was one inning. This is a national stage and it would be a nice coming-out party for him. And another thing to think about, it’s a 
little bit of a preview of what you’re going to see in October because Game 3 is probably where he’ll pitch in the playoffs because they’ll 
probably split up the lefties with [Rick] Porcello and with Price. [Joe] Torre used to say he’d always want his best pitcher pitching Game 3 
because it’s the swing game. He’d always put Andy Pettitte there. For Severino, it’s the biggest start of his career because he’s on the national 
stage. He is considered one of the best pitchers in the game and the front-runner to be the Cy Young winner.” 

Q: Was this a series you looked forward to? 

AR: “Yes. They’re both Goliaths, heavyweights. Think about what both teams do financially, what they do with power with their pitching. Every 
category, no matter how you break it down, is domination. When you think of them with the Astros, it’s a three-headed class with those teams. I 
don’t remember this much energy and heat coming into a season since 2004 between these teams.” 

Everything baseball every Monday-Friday during baseball season, and weekly in the offseason. 

Q: We might have two 100-win teams in the same division and one of them might have to play in a sudden-death wild-card game. Is that fair? 
Should the system be revised? 

AR: “No, I think that’s super fair. I think 1978 was the last time there was so much at stake and so much recourse for both teams, and if it wasn’t 
this way you’d have meaningless games in August and September. What the commissioner has done is create a system of the 30 teams where 
you have about 20 teams who have hope going into September. That’s not only good for the team but it’s great for the health of baseball.” 

Q: But a hundred wins, you lose, you’re gone? 

AR: “That’s their fault. Here’s the deal — if you don’t have this, what happens is that you have 30 games which are meaningless. It doesn’t 
allow you to take the foot off the accelerator and start resting people and setting up your pitching. I think people start lining up your pitching, 
which makes our game less interesting. The fact of the matter is when you get to the 159th, 160th, 161st, and 162nd game, it makes you have 
to come out with your best. The Red Sox would have to come out with [Chris] Sale, Price, and Porcello, and if you’re the Yankees you have to 
come out with [Masahiro] Tanaka and Severino. I think that type of premium on winning the division makes it very, very exciting.” 

Q: Surprised that the two rookie managers are doing this well? 

AR: “Alex Cora and I go back to when we were young men. I go back to being a teammate of his brother Joey in Seattle. And Alex is a Miami 
Hurricane. He’s the perfect blend of new school and old school. He’s a very good communicator. There’s baseball royalty there. He’s so smart. 
Aaron [Boone] is another guy who comes from baseball royalty dating back his grandpa and brother and his dad. What he’s great at is he 
understands both sides of the ball. He’s an old-school guy but he’s also one who played the game for a dozen years and understands the 
modern-day game. The one common denominator is that they have incredible ownership. They have All-Stars, leaders, and Brian Cashman 
and Dave Dombrowski, and they also have incredible rosters they inherited.” 

Q: How do you see the rosters of these teams? Is the talent equal? 

AR: “If they played 100 times, you’d have one team win 51 and the other 49. The Red Sox have the advantage in the starting pitching and the 
Yankees have the advantage with the bullpen. While [Giancarlo] Stanton and Aaron Judge get a lot of attention, the Red Sox have the best 1-2 
punch in baseball in Mookie Betts and J.D. Martinez. If you asked the insiders in the game, they would put Mookie in the top three players in 
the game and that’s a hell of a compliment for a guy who goes under the radar. And the reason he goes under the radar is because he’s a 
consummate professional. He does everything really well and he gets better every year and he does it with class, elegance, and stealth. J.D. is 
becoming the top slugger in our game, a combination of power and run production and contact. He’s also a very good hitter. What the most 
impressive thing about him is, just about everybody who comes into a big market like New York and Boston, there’s an adjustment period. The 
whole first half of ’04 for me was a difficult one. It was a challenging time. J.D. hit the ground running. The one to credit here is Dave 
Dombrowski.” 

Q: How about Gleyber Torres vs. Rafael Devers? 

AR: “Torres has a shortstop arm playing second base. The surprising part to all of us is how quickly his power has come. He’s a 21-year-old 
who has the maturity of a 31-year-old. That plays in October. It looks like Devers is learning to make adjustments. Interesting batting stance, 
and I understand Martinez has been helping him, closing himself off a little bit, which keeps him square. Both guys have unlimited upside.” 

Q: Will trade deadline deals make a difference this year? 

AR: “There’s no question the 2018 champion is going to be a residual of the trade made by the general manager. Theo Epstein was the star in 
2016 when he acquired [Aroldis] Chapman. [Jeff] Luhnow was the superstar in 2017 when he acquired Justin Verlander in the 11th hour. Who’s 
is it going to be in 2018?” 

BEEN THERE, DONE THAT 



Amaro knows how to trade off 

If Orioles general manager Dan Duquette is looking for an example in how to handle the upcoming trade deadline, he should look to how 
Ruben Amaro Jr. handled his final year with the Phillies. 

Duquette’s contract is up after the season. In the weeks ahead, he will likely be dealing one of the best players in baseball — Manny Machado 
— as well as a few sought-after players in center fielder Adam Jones, closer Zach Britton, and relievers Brad Brach, Darren O’Day (injured), 
and Mychal Givens. 

Amaro was the Phillies’ GM from 2009-15, and though the team made the playoffs in his first three seasons (losing the World Series in 2009), 
its window of supremacy shut quickly. Amaro recommended re-signing some of the Phillies’ core players, such as Ryan Howard, to long-term 
deals. The roster aged quickly and Amaro had to clear it out and rebuild. 

Leading up to his final season with the Phillies, Amaro dealt Jimmy Rollins to the Giants. Before the trade deadline, he shipped off Jonathan 
Papelbon, Cole Hamels, and Ben Revere. In August, he sent Chase Utley to the Dodgers. Several players the Phillies got in return are part of 
the team’s young core. 

“My approach was always the same,” said Amaro, who after leaving Philadelphia spent two seasons as the Red Sox’ first base coach, and now 
serves as the Mets’ first base coach. “When I took the job, I always felt the same way, that I was going to leave the organization in better shape 
than when I got it, but [it’s] hard to do when you’re coming off a World Series. 

“Our scouts worked very hard to find the right pieces that could help us in the future. I wanted to put the organization in a good spot.” 

Amaro, 53, said he was “really proud” of how his time ended with the Phillies. “If you look at players who have been acquired or drafted when I 
was GM, by and large 80-90 percent of those players are in the field for the Phillies right now and competing for an NL East division title, first 
seeing progress in ’17, and if things went right we thought we’d be competing in the ’18 year.” 

Amaro said he was most proud of the deals in which the Phillies got Zach Eflin for Rollins, and Nick Pivetta for Papelbon. The righthanders 
make up two-fifths of Philadelphia’s rotation. 

Amaro engaged in trade talks for Hamels for two years, with the Red Sox, Astros, and Dodgers part of the discussions. In the end, he sent 
Hamels (and Jake Diekman) to the Rangers for a package of five players, headlined by Jorge Alfaro, Jerad Eickhoff, and Nick Williams. 

Does Amaro have any advice for Duquette? 

”I can’t give Dan advice,” he said. “I know how long he’s been successful, and knowing Dan as I know him, he’s in a tough situation in 
Baltimore. Dan will stay the course and do the best job he can. He’s a very professional man and he’ll do what he can for the franchise.” 

Amaro isn’t surprised that Hamels is still at the top of his game at age 34, and that the lefthander will be in demand at this year’s trade deadline. 

What’s next for Amaro? 

“I’m in a position where I’m an open book,” he said. “I enjoyed being on the field. I could be a manager or GM. Both are appealing to me. I love 
the game of baseball; it’s really all I know. I feel I still have a lot to offer. Hopefully I’ll get a chance to talk to people.” 

Being on the field has taught him a lot. In fact, he thinks he’d be a better GM the next time. 

“Being on the ground floor with players and being close to John Farrell [in Boston] and now with Mickey [Callaway] and the Mets. Learning from 
them has been a neat experience,” Amaro said. “The difficulties and challenges and the ups and downs of what it’s like to manage gives me a 
different perspective from when I was a GM myself.” 

Looking back, what would he have done differently as Phillies GM? 

“There’s always a few things,” Amaro said. “I understand now there’s greater value about something I should have been more adept with, is 
data. I was very proud of the way we managed our scouting and player development. I would not do much different there. As far as the other 
piece of the puzzle, I wish I had been more aggressive analytically. We were in that transition phase when I was let go. I felt we were doing fine 
without it. I wish I’d been out in front of it more.” 

Updates on nine 

1. Jim Riggleman, manager, Reds — He has always been a manager I respect because he is as solid as they come. He had the unfortunate 
situation in Washington where he had the contract dispute and quit. But he’s recovered nicely after years of repaying his dues. He’s taken a 
dire situation in Cincinnati and turned it into a more palatable one since taking over for Bryan Price in April. Riggleman was 31-32 entering 
Friday, and has seemingly shed the interim label. He’s drawn rave reviews on how he’s handled the Reds’ bullpen, arguably the toughest part 
of the job. It appears there’s less talk of John Farrell, a special assistant with the team, taking over as manager next season. 

2. Sandy Alderson, GM, Mets — Wishing Alderson the best as he undergoes treatment for a relapse of cancer. The Mets certainly have 
capable decision-makers in place in John Ricco, J.P. Ricciardi, and Omar Minaya. Ricciardi and Minaya have run organizations in the past, and 
Ricco is a longtime Mets employee who has been a chief negotiator on contracts and is ultra-familiar with the league. Minaya ran the Mets 
before Alderson. 

3. Zach Britton, LHP, Orioles — GM Dan Duquette feels Britton simply needs more reps to smooth out his game. “He didn’t pitch much last year 
or this year so he needs the reps,” Duquette said. “Zach will be what Zach has been. We’ve received a lot of interest in our players.” Duquette 
has virtually his whole roster on the market, but there are some players, such as Mark Trumbo, whom he won’t likely be able to move. 

4. Raisel Iglesias, RHP, Reds — The Astros are looking hard at Iglesias, but so are other teams, including the Red Sox. The Astros had Kelvin 
Herrera in their sights before the Nationals picked him off. Britton has long been an Astros target, but with his struggles, Houston is looking for 
more of a sure thing. 

5. Blake Snell, LHP, Rays — The Rays rarely say never on a player, but Snell comes close. Nevertheless, if they get blown away with a 
package they can’t refuse, they’d do it. The Yankees, Braves, and Phillies definitely have the resources to make it happen. But the more likely 
pitcher the Rays would give up is Chris Archer, once he comes off the DL. 



6. Michael Fulmer, RHP, Tigers — Fulmer isn’t someone the Tigers necessarily want to trade off, but that hasn’t stopped teams, including the 
Yankees, from scouting him. Tigers GM Al Avila would prefer to build around Fulmer, but someone could put the right deal together. 

7. J.T. Realmuto, C, Marlins — No fit has really developed for Realmuto as the Marlins are holding out for a hefty trade package. The Astros 
have shown interest but they don’t appear to be willing to meet the Marlins’ price right now. 

8. Francisco Liriano, LHP, Tigers — Liriano is being viewed as a possible relief piece by some teams scouting him. The first two times through 
the order as a starter, he’s held batters to a .580 OPS, which is sixth best in the American League. But the third time around, the league has a 
1.056 OPS against him. 

9. Jacob deGrom, RHP, Mets — Evaluators around baseball are skeptical that the Mets would part with deGrom in a deadline deal, but Ricco 
has said he’s on the table. The price would obviously be high. Would the Mets consider dealing him to the Yankees, who may have the chips to 
land the NL ERA leader (1.69)? 

Extra innings 

From the Bill Chuck files — “J.D. Martinez and Mookie Betts are attempting to do something that has been done only twice in Red Sox history: 
have two players finish over 1.000 in OPS in a season. In 2006, David Ortiz and Manny Ramirez did it, and in 1939, Jimmie Foxx and Ted 
Williams did it.” . . . Also, “Derek Jeter’s Marlins dumped about every one of their stars and were 32-49 at the halfway mark. Last season 
through 81 games, the Marlins were 36-45” . . . Happy birthday, Billy Rohr (73). 
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