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Padres waves have begun 
rolling 
 
Kevin Acee 
 

It is the beginning. Just a splash. 

But what has been happening to some extent all season and especially this week is 

most definitely a start. 

“This is what we’ve been waiting for,” catcher Austin Hedges said. 

General Manager A.J. Preller and his staff have infused the Padres’ minor league 

system with a deep sea of gifted young baseball players supposedly never before seen 

in the organization – in its richness and its depth – and he has infused the vocabulary 

of the organization with a certain phrase. 

Waves of talent. 

These waves make up the most crucial component of the Padres’ building process. 

And to this point – and in many respects for a little while longer – it has been merely 

a concept. 

But it is now that the initial ripple of the first wave before the expected swell is 

crashing on San Diego’s shore. 

When he starts Friday at Petco Park against the Phillies, 22-year-old right-hander 

Jacob Nix will become the fifth starting pitcher to make his major league debut for 

the Padres this season, the most of any team in the majors this season. 

The next night, rookie Walker Lockett will make his third start. Joey Lucchesi, the 

first of this group to debut back in the season’s second game, will start Sunday. 

Eric Lauer, whose debut also came in April, is expected to return from the disabled 

list next week and be placed back in the rotation. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/austin-hedges-PESPTF00618-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/walker-lockett-PESPTF00620-topic.html
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Brett Kennedy made his debut on Wednesday in Milwaukee and is expected to pitch 

Tuesday against the Angels. 

It is conceivable the five rookies will all be in the rotation going forward. 

Even with the Padres expected to stick to a six-man rotation at least through a 

homestand that ends Aug. 19 and perhaps beyond, someone is getting moved to the 

bullpen (or farther). Who it is (and where they go) could depend on the result of 

Lockett’s start and the next start by veteran Clayton Richard. 

Regardless, the promotion of Nix is a clear sign of the Padres’ intent. 

An actual sign. To behold. 

“You get to see it now,” Hedges said. “You hear about it. You want it to be here. You 

hear 2019, you hear ‘20, you hear all these years. You’re like, ‘Dang, dude. You mean 

we have to play multiple seasons just to even see these guys?’ Now to actually start to 

see them. That they’re here, we get to build something now. … So it’s exciting.” 

It’s at least a hint at something that could become thrilling. Nix is the 14th-ranked 

prospect in a Padres’ farm system that has been upgraded the point where this 

summer it has roundly been graded as the best in baseball. 

Lucchesi was ranked ninth and Lauer 12th when they were promoted. (Neither Lockett 

nor Kennedy are ranked among the organization’s top 30 prospects.) 

These are not the pitchers expected to be difference-makers. None is seen as the ace 

of a World Series-winning staff, though any of them could be. 

Kennedy, who allowed three home runs and five runs in the first inning of his first 

game, may go on to have a 10-year career, be part of two world champions, win a Cy 

Young Award. 

But there are 14 pitchers in the Padres system considered to be better prospects than 

Kennedy or Lockett. There are nine pitchers in the system believed to have a higher 

ceiling than Nix and at least five projected to be better major leaguers than Lauer or 

Lucchesi. 

https://www.mlb.com/news/top-10-farm-systems-in-mlb/c-288576958
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-baseball-america-padres-farm-system-20180808-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cy-young-award-EVSPR000088-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cy-young-award-EVSPR000088-topic.html
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“This (group) is the guys who are probably the in-between that deserve an 

opportunity and they’re in front of the bigger-name guys,” manager Andy Green 

acknowledged. “But every single organization has guys that come from this group of 

guys that turn out to be the guy, the anchor or the pitcher or the bat. So yeah, it’s 

exciting.” 

Further, this is the group that is ready now. 

It is almost certain none of those other prospects are getting here this year. If any do, 

it would be 10th-ranked prospect Cal Quantrill or No. 8 Logan Allen, though both are 

far more likely to make the majors in 2019. 

Chris Paddack (No. 5) being in Double-A makes him a virtual certainty to get an 

invite to big-league camp in the spring with a shot at cracking the rotation to start the 

season, same as Lucchesi did this year. 

After that, it might be a while. 

Toward the middle or end of next season would be the earliest the organization’s top 

pitching prospect arrives, and that would take a rocket-like ascension. The safer bet to 

see MacKenzie Gore (No.2 overall) in Padres brown is 2020. 

At various stages from “might be here in 2019” to “better be winning a lot by 2022” 

are No. 6 Adrian Morejon, No. 7 Michel Baez, No. 11 Anderson Espinoza, No. 12 Luis 

Patino and No. 9 Ryan Weathers, the team’s first-round draft pick in June. 

Not all will end up being good enough to make it in the majors. Only a few, at best, 

will become frontline starters. At least a couple are likely to be traded for a proven 

veteran or to keep the “waves of talent” rolling in the form of prospects. 

So what is here and what is about to be is just the first, probably, least impactful, 

wave. 

But it is important. The Padres have to find out whether they will sink or swim. 
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“It’s what everybody has been talking about,” Lauer said. “You’re starting to see it 

come to fruition. You’re like, ‘This is happening. This is what we envisoned.’ There are 

going to be bumps along the way. That should be expected. But it’s an exciting time.” 
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Renfroe's dramatic slam 
gives Padres first series win 
since June 

Kevin Acee 

Hunter Renfroe peeked to his left, because a peek is all it took. 

He had just turned on a fastball up and in from Brewers pitcher Joakim Soria and sent it 

425 feet, into the seats beyond left field. 

Renfroe’s grand slam followed three straight walks and Travis Jankowski’s infield single, 

and it preceded a solo homer by Franmil Reyes that made for the final score in 

the Padres’ 8-4 victory. 

At home plate, after catching a glimpse of the rapidly disappearing ball, Renfroe bent 

over at the waist, stood up and with two hands tossed the bat back toward the third-base 

line before beginning his jog around the bases. 

“I was pumped up,” Renfroe said later. “I helped the team win. … I was like “(Heck) 

yeah!’ ” 

It’s the forgotten truth running through this season of transition. 

Guys just want to have fun. 

Most people, the players included, are aware of the grand scheme, that the Padres aren’t 

very good now but are making all sorts of moves to be good in the future. But the men on 

the field aren’t just trying to win jobs on those teams to come. They’re trying to win 

games now. 

“They’re playing great,” manager Andy Green said. “They’re putting themselves right 

where they need to. They’re having fun playing baseball. I know everybody else wants to 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/travis-jankowski-PESPT0015810-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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figure out how it’s going to play out in the future. I want them to stay right here in the 

present, just play baseball and have fun doing it. They’re going to play well and they’re 

going to be in a good spot if they have that mentality.” 

The call to both was the subject of a players-only meeting held hours before last week’s 

series opener in Chicago against the Cubs. 

“We got a little kick on the (rear) and said we’ve got to get going,” Renfroe said. 

By the end of the seven-game trek to the two Midwestern towns, where they played two 

teams currently positioned to be in the postseason, the Padres had won four games and 

earned their first winning road trip of the season. 

The victory over the Brewers gave them their first series win since June — a 14-series 

stretch in which they went 0-12-2 since beating the Cardinals two out of three from June 

11-13. 

They had at least nine hits in five of the seven games and scored at least six runs in their 

four victories. Thursday, a game in which they hit into four double plays, was the second 

time this trip that runs scored in the final inning decided a victory. It had happened just 

five times in their previous 110 games, and this was just the third time they won a game 

when trailing entering the ninth inning. 

“Part of it is guys clicking at the right time,” Green said. “Part if it was guys saying, 

‘Enough is enough. We have to play wining baseball.’ … It builds confidence. It’s stuff 

they can draw on as they go forward in the future. We’ve beaten really good teams on the 

road. We’ve won games we shouldn’t have won, like today.” 

After hitting a home run in his third straight game Wednesday, Renfroe said in a nearly 

empty and hushed clubhouse that he was just trying to fill in for Wil Myers, who suffered 

a bone bruise last week and is on the disabled list. Not even 20 hours later, in front of the 

same locker but amidst a different scene, Renfroe again maintained he is a substitute. 

“I can never replace a Wil Myers,” Renfroe said. “But you want to go out there and do the 

best you can in that situation.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chicago-cubs-ORSPT000165-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
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Yet Renfroe is on a tear that appears to be headed toward his own secure long-term spot 

in the lineup. 

As Myers did in June, Renfroe has now homered in four straight games. His second 

grand slam this season and fourth of his career, which comprises just two-plus seasons, 

also gave him all of the Padres’ past four grand slams. 

It was just the fourth grand slam in Padres history to put them ahead in the ninth inning 

of a game they trailed, the first since Rondell White in 2003. 

Renfroe’s modesty notwithstanding, it figures. 

He did hit a 26 home runs in 2017, a Padres rookie record. 

He just hadn’t hit many this year. 

After homering every 17.1 at-bats last season, Renfroe was as of four games ago homering 

once every 26.2 at-bats in ’18. 

His walks and on-base percentage are up considerably. He has been hitting right-

handers far better and has been like a different person with two strikes. 

But he was talking just last week about the need to meld newfound discipline with 

natural power. Maybe in the offseason and going into the spring, he said. 

Three days later, Renfroe’s home run in the ninth inning provided the deciding runs in a 

10-6 victory over the Cubs. He has homered three times in 15 plate appearances since. 

His grand slam, which came on the pitch after he watched a borderline two-strike fastball 

go by just outside, was his seventh hit in the past 17 at-bats that reached two strikes. 

He also hit two singles and a double and walked in this series and is batting 

.379/.394/.862 in seven games this month — all of which he started, his longest stretch 

of the season, and all of which have included at least one hit, the longest streak of his 

career. 

“This is a guy,” Reyes said, “the pitchers have to be really scared.” 



  

 9 

Padres notes: Myers 
continues to work diligently 
at third 

Kevin Acee 

Left fielder Hunter Renfroe has homered in four straight games and is batting 

.379/.394/.862 in seven games this month. 

Right fielder Franmil Reyes is 9-for-15 with three homers and two doubles over the 

past four games. 

Erstwhile outfielder Wil Myers, by far the Padres’ hottest bat before he went on the 

disabled list, is working seriously at third base. 

“I’m trying to master a hobby,” Myers said. “I like to take my fun very seriously.” 

He was grinning. As Andy Green was laughing when he asked how long until Myers 

plays at third. 

“He’s not a lot of days from playing for us again,” Green said. “That’s about all I can 

give you.” 

Myers, who suffered a bone bruise when he fouled a ball off his left foot Aug. 2, is 

moving virtually unfettered and is expected to take batting practice Friday and be 

ready to return from the DL when eligible Monday. 

The nomadic Myers, this season a starter in the two corner outfield positions, has 

been earnestly and increasingly taking ground balls at third base. 

In a 15-minute session prior to the Padres’ 8-4 victory over the Brewers on Thursday, 

Green hit grounders to Myers while infield coach Josh Johnson yelled instruction 

about foot and glove work. Afterward, Myers spent a few more minutes working on 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/josh-johnson-%28baseball%29-PESPT000010157-topic.html
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his throwing motion from third to second, which has to drastically change from the 

underhand slinging he does when playing first base. 

There seems to be a lot of work to do, but Myers was not fumbling around by any 

means and has proved to be enough of an athlete that after being drafted as a catcher 

he has started in all three outfield spots and at first base. 

Could he play third? 

“Absolutely,” he said. “If my hobby turns into a reality.” 

Players’ Weekend 

Major League Baseball unveiled the uniforms teams will wear on “Players’ Weekend,” 

the three-game celebration of individuality that this year will take place Aug. 24-26 

when the Padres are in Los Angeles playing the Dodgers. 

The Padres uniforms are gray with yellow lettering and white trim. Their hats are 

brown and yellow. 

Players are allowed to wear customized wristbands, batting gloves and shoes. 

And most notably, the surnames on the back of their jerseys are replaced by 

nicknames. 

A full list of the Padres’ nicknames is here. 

Among the highlights: Phil Maton is SPIN RATE; Jose Castillo is BIG DUDE; Freddy 

Galvis is TOCO; Eric Lauer is GOMER and Manuel Margot is YOANDRY 

Extra bases 

• Kirby Yates pitched a scoreless eighth inning in his fifth straight appearance in 

a non-save situation. Yates on July 23 saved a victory against the Mets, the only 

save opportunity he has had since closer Brad Hand was traded. Since then, the 

Padres have either won big or lost. Yates did get the victory Thursday when the 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
https://www.mlb.com/news/2018-mlb-players-weekend-nicknames/c-289419008
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
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Padres scored six runs in the ninth. He also grounded out in front of the plate 

for the final out of the top of the ninth in his first career at-bat. 

• Galvis is batting .235 in 59 games since June 1. His solo home run Thursday 

gave him 28 RBIs in that span, tied with Renfroe for most on the team in that 

time period. 

• Carlos Asuaje’s pinch-hit single in the seventh inning stopped a streak of hitless 

33 at-bats, which was the longest active streak in the major leagues. 

• Eric Hosmer went 0-for-5 and did not reach base for the first time in 15 games. 

The 14-game on-base streak was tied for his longest this season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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Padres notes: Renfroe 
tougher; Margot streaking; 
Wingenter fearless 

Kevin Acee 

Hunter Renfroe sat in front of his locker with a large bandage keeping a bag of ice 

attached to his lower leg and another one around his upper arm. A red welt on his 

stomach remained from a mid-game collision with Christian Villanueva. 

Renfroe loves playing every game, which he is doing this month. 

“There’s no doubt it does,” he said when asked if it helped to get the frequent at-bats 

afforded by six straight starts. “Obviously, it does hurt also. You get tired, you get 

worn out. You’ve got to take care of your body. It’s give and take. I’m fine. Ready to go 

out there tomorrow.” 

If he does start Thursday’s series finale against the Brewers, it will be a seventh 

straight start. That will extend his season-high run of starts and give him multiple 

opportunities to extend his career-long streak of games with a home run. 

Renfroe homered for the third consecutive game in Tuesday’s 8-4 loss here, his two 

hits in four at-bats making him 9-for-25 in the six-game stretch, which ties the 

longest hitting streak of his career. 

“People get hot and people get cold,” Renfroe said. “I feel good right now at the plate. 

I’m swinging the bat well. Whether I get beat, I’m not letting it affect my at-bat. I’m 

going about my plate appearances with everything I’ve got.” 

When Renfroe has been effective this year, he has been hitting with two strikes. 

This shorter stretch has blown away the 25-game stretch in June when he hit a 

respectable .235 with two strikes and .273/.341/.455 overall. In these past six games 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/christian-villanueva-PESPTF00097-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/milwaukee-brewers-ORSPT000016-topic.html
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when having two strikes, Renfroe is 6-for-15 with a home run, two sacrifice flies and a 

walk. 

He hit .137 with two strikes last season. His .179 mark with two strikes this year is six 

points better than the league average. 

“Two strikes is a huge disadvantage count,” Renfroe said. “But you learn from your 

mistakes, you learn from failure. You learn what your weakness is and try to grow. 

Shorten up, try to put the ball in play. I think I’ve grown with that. I’ll continue to get 

better.” 

Still the Manny 

Manuel Margot’s RBI double in the seventh inning was his 13th RBI in 14 games. 

Of course, five of those came Tuesday. But he does lead the Padres in that stretch – as 

he does in at-bats (64) and runs scored (11). He is also hitting .313/.303/.516 in that 

span. 

And he is one of just three Padres to start all 14 of the team’s games since July 23. 

If he’d just stop hitting, he might get some rest. 

“At some point in time we’ll give Manny a break,” manager Andy Green said. “He’s 

been in pretty much every game for a while now. He’s playing really well. We’ll find a 

way over this next (11)-day stretch where we play consecutively, where we find a day 

or two to get him a breather. But he’s making it hard to take him out of the lineup.” 

With the position Margot plays and the amount he does on the base paths, the Padres 

would like to give him more rest. The plan was to do so in Chicago before Wil Myers 

got hurt. 

Philling a role 

Sometimes the wise choice is to punt. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/manuel-margot-PESPTF00621-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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It’s not giving up. It’s seen as necessary due to the position in which a team finds itself 

– such as down by four runs and with no long reliever available. 

That was the undesirable place Green found himself Wednesday as the Padres 

remained within striking distance of the Brewers even after starting pitcher Brett 

Kennedy left with a 6-0 deficit after four innings. 

After the Padres, who came back from four runs down the night before, got to 7-3 

with two runs in the top of the sixth inning, Green sent Phil Hughes out for a second 

inning rather than bring in a fresh arm. Hughes, whose ERA is 5.96 in 20 2/3 innings, 

surrendered a home run for the second consecutive inning, effectively taking the 

Padres out of the game. (Hughes did throw a scoreless seventh.) 

“It’s tough,” Green said. “We go through two guys, we’re going to be thin tomorrow. 

We’re built a little different right now. There’s not another guy down in that bullpen 

that is built to eat four or five innings, and you have to take your chances when you 

have chances. Sometimes you have to pull back though. That’s tough to do to your 

team, but they still fought. 

“Nobody threw in the towel. But if you run through multiple arms, you’re running 

into (Thursday) thin, and you don’t want to do that.” 

Long reliever Robbie Erlin is back in the rotation and is starting Thursday. Matt 

Strahm and Robert Stock warmed up and could have pitched, as but that would have 

had both down for Thursday. The Padres could rely on the rubber-armed Adam 

Cimber for an inning or three in that situation before he was traded last month. 

Wingenter breezes 

On the third day, rookie Trey Wingenter will rest. 

The right-hander threw a perfect inning for the second straight night, doing so in the 

eighth inning Wednesday after breezing through the ninth on Tuesday. In both 

games, he struck out Christian Yelich and got Lorenzo Cain on line drives to center 

field. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/phil-hughes-PESPT000010131-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/lorenzo-cain-PESPT0015134-topic.html
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“No fear in him at all,” Green said. 

Wingenter and Hughes will be the only relievers not available Thursday. 

Extra bases 

• Just twice this year has a team had a rookie finish a game and start the next 

one. Both times, it has been the Padres. Both times it has been against the 

Brewers. It happened March 29 (Adam Cimber) and 30 (Joey Lucchesi). It 

happened Tuesday (Wingenter) and Wednesday (Brett Kennedy). 

• Wingenter and Kennedy have roomed together the past two seasons in the 

minors. Yelich was the first major league strikeout for both of them on back-to-

back nights. Wingenter’s came in the middle of a perfect ninth inning. 

Kennedy’s ended a five-run first inning. 

• Wednesday was just the second time all season the first eight spots in the 

Padres’ lineup were identical to the previous day’s game. 

• Eric Hosmer singled to tie his season-high on-base streak of 14 games. He last 

accomplished it in May. Hosmer has at least one hit in 13 of the 14 games and a 

.387 OBP in the span. 

• Carlos Asuaje’s pinch-hit strikeout ran his hitless streak to 33 at-bats, the 

longest current streak in the majors. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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Minors Luis Torrens 
relishing everyday at-bats 
with Storm 
 

Jeff Sanders 

In today’s game, Luis Torrens’ jump from low Single-A to the majors might have 

been unprecedented had the Padres not also pushed Allen Cordoba from rookie 

ball to San Diego after last year’s Rule 5 draft. 

Yet Torrens is a firm believer that three steps backwards is the best way for his career 

to take the next step forward. 

“I miss a lot of things,” Torrens said this week at The Diamond. “But I love to play 

every day.” 

It’s serving him well, too. 

The 22-year-old catcher hit his fifth home run and drove in four runs on four hits 

in high Single-A Lake Elsinore’s 11-2 win over visiting Visalia on Wednesday, lifting 

his batting line to a healthy .292/.330/.426 in his first 100 games since last year’s big 

league cameo. 

Both Torrens and Cordoba – who is also on the Lake Elsinore roster – remain on the 

40-man roster after sticking on San Diego’s active roster throughout 2017 to satisfy 

the Rule 5 requirements. Though a concussion played a part in Cordoba’s assignment 

this year (he has a .553 OPS in 44 games), the expectation was that both Torrens and 

Cordoba would return to the minors to continue their development. 

For Torrens, it was a welcome departure after picking up only 123 at-bats 

(.163/.243/.203) last year in the majors. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-torrens-PESPTF00630-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/allen-cordoba-PESPTF00613-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_08_visafa_lesafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Not that he didn’t enjoy the big league life (he was flying to Citi Field last year and is 

now bussing to Modesto and Lancaster) and all he learned as an understudy 

to Austin Hedges. 

“I anticipated this,” Torrens said. “I just want to play every day no matter where I’m 

at. That was my goal at the beginning of the season.” 

That – and improve across the board. 

The assignment in the California League serves that purpose just fine. 

“I want to be the best – offensive and defensive catcher,” Torrens said. “This is a good 

place to learn and continue working. When they call me up, I’ll be ready for that.” 

Left-hander Nick Margevicius (3-3, 5.40) struck out three and allowed one run on six 

hits and a walk in seven innings in the win. 

Edward Olivares (.276) drove in three runs on three hits. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (23-22, 65-50) 

• Missions 4, Springfield 1: C Austin Allen (.299) drove in two runs on his 

20thhomer, tops in the Padres’ farm system. 2B Webster Rivas (.290) and 

SS Peter Van Gansen (.267) each had two hits. RHP Jesse Scholtens (7-2, 

3.23) struck out six and allowed a run on five hits and no walks in eight innings. 

RHP Chris Huffman (3.65) saved his second game with a scoreless ninth. 

LOW SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (20-24, 52-61) 

• TinCaps 9, Lake County 8: A day after representing Tri-City as a Northwest 

League All-Star, Owen Miller was promoted to the Midwest League, in the 

lineup as a clean-up hitter and designated hitter and hit a go-ahead, two-run 

homer in the fourth inning. Miller (.200) also walked and struck out while 

fellow Northwest League All-Star Olivier Basabe (.333) went 2-for-6 with a 

triple and an RBI in his TinCaps debut. SS Gabriel Arias (.234) and C Jalen 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_08_spraax_sanaax_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_08_ftwafx_lcoafx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Washington (.238) both drove in two runs and 3B Kelvin Melan (.264) hit 

his third homer. RHP Caleb Boushley (5-3, 2.54) struck out three over three 

scoreless innings in relief after LHP MacKenzie Gore (4.41) allowed five runs 

on eight hits and no walks in three innings in the start. Gore struck out one and 

allowed his third homer. 

ROOKIE DSL PADRES (30-27) 

• Blue Jays 8, Padres 5: LHP Jesus Gonzalez (2.65) allowed three runs on six 

hits and two walks in five innings in the start. RHP Jorge Leo (3-4, 2.59) 

allowed three unearned runs over the final 1 1/3 innings to take the loss. 

3B Vladimir Echavarria (.191) went 1-for-2 with a double, two walks, two 

runs scored and his 15th steal. 

Transactions 

• OF Robbie Podorsky (back spasms) was placed on Fort Wayne’s seven-day 

disabled list and INF Luis Almanzar was transferred to the Arizona League as 

INFs Owen Miller and Olivier Basabe were promoted from Tri-City to Fort 

Wayne. 

• LHP Aaron Leasher was promoted from Fort Wayne to Lake Elsinore. 

• RHP T.J. Weir was promoted from San Antonio to El Paso. 

• RHP Emmanuel Ramirez was transferred from El Paso to San Antonio. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_08_dblrok_dparok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Minors Padres make 
promotions: Michel Baez 
and Hudson Potts to San 
Antonio 

 
Jeff Sanders 

The Padres appear to be fortifying San Antonio’s playoff push. 

Pitching prospect Michel Baez and third baseman Hudson Potts moving from high 

Single-A Lake Elsinore to Double-A San Antonio highlight a flurry of minor league 

transactions Thursday. 

San Antonio third baseman Ty France and infielder River Stevens have also been 

promoted to Triple-A El Paso, also in the thick of a playoff race, while right-hander 

Elliot Ashbeck has been sent from Lake Elsinore to San Antonio and left-hander 

Travis Radke is dropping down from the Texas League to the California League. 

The 22-year-old Baez is ranked No. 62 overall by MLB.com and No. 7 in the Padres’ 

deep farm system. 

The Cuban native is 4-7 with a 2.91 ERA, 92 strikeouts and a 1.22 WHP in 86 2/3 

innings with the Storm. Opposing hitters have a .229 batting average against Baez, 

who has struck out 24 batters over his last three starts (18 innings). 

The 19-year-old Potts – the third-youngest player in the California League to start the 

year – has paired 17 homers and 58 RBIs with a .281/.350/.498 batting line in 106 

games at high Single-A Lake Elsinore. 

Potts’ 17 homers lead the Storm and are tied for fifth in the league. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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The 24th overall pick in the 2016 draft, Potts’ OPS has trended upward from .771 in 

April to .824 in May to .916 in June to .975 in July. 

Potts was 1-for-19 to start August (.053/.143/.105) and was not in the Storm lineup 

Wednesday. 

Last year, Potts – ranked No. 23 in the system by MLB.com – posted a 1.060 OPS, 

eight homers and 23 RBIs in August to finish his first full professional season with 23 

homers, 69 RBIs and a .253/.293/.438 batting line. 

At San Antonio, Potts is replacing France, who was promoted to Triple-A El Paso after 

hitting .263/.349/.448 with a career-high 17 homers and a career-high 77 RBIs in 112 

games with the Missions. 

The 24-year-old France was a 34th-round pick out of San Diego State in 2015, A.J. 

Preller’s first draft. 

Stevens, 26, was hitting .265/.345/.368 with four homers and 29 RBIs in 48 games 

with the Missions. 

Ashbeck, 24, is 4-2 with a 2.44 ERA, 69 strikeouts and an 0.89 WHIP in 66 1/3 

innings out of the Storm bullpen. 

Radke, 25, had allowed a run in three innings in San Antonio after saving 14 games at 

low Single-A Fort Wayne (1.80 ERA). 

El Paso has won seven games in a row and has a 4 ½-game lead in the Pacific Coast 

League’s Pacific Southern Division. 

San Antonio, which missed a first-half title by 1½ games, is four back in the Texas 

League South Division. 

Lake Elsinore is in last place in the California League’s Southern Division in both the 

second-half and overall standings. 
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Minors Owen Miller off to 
fast start with Fort Wayne 
 
Jeff Sanders 

Owen Miller went undrafted out of Ozaukee High School in Fredonia, Wis. He 

played in just two Cape Cod League games the summer after his sophomore season at 

Illinois State when he was released from a temporary contract. He is moving quickly 

in pro ball, all the same, after the Padres used their third-round pick on the 21-year-

old shortstop in June. 

In low Single-A Fort Wayne’s 4-0 win at Lake County on Thursday, Miller homered 

for the second day in a row since his promotion to the Midwest League, his reward for 

a blistering start to his career as an all-star at short-season Tri-City. 

“I think I’ve been playing well,” Miller said by phone before picking up three hits 

Thursday. “I’m pretty much trying to do the same thing I did in college and just know 

the type of player I am. I’m sticking to my approach, trying to have good at-bats and 

sticking to the middle of the field and not selling out.” 

The right-handed-hitting Miller paired a .335/.395/.400 batting line with two 

homers, 20 RBIs and nearly as many walks (15) as strikeouts (24) to punch his ticket 

to Tuesday’s Northwest/Pioneer League all-star game as the starting shortstop. 

Only Miller and fellow infielder Olivier Basabe didn’t pack their bags for a few days 

in Grand Junction, Colo. 

They packed for good – for Fort Wayne. 

After enjoying Monday’s banquet and Tuesday’s festivities, the two woke at 3:30 a.m. 

Wednesday for a flight to Denver, a connecting flight to Cleveland and then a ride to 

Eastlake, Ohio. 

Along the way, Miller learned he was hitting cleanup as the TinCaps’ designated hitter 

(Basabe was the starting second baseman). 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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In his third at-bat, Miller greeted reliever Riley Echols with a go-ahead, two-run 

homer. 

“Figured I’d jump on something quick,” Miller said. “He threw me a fastball and I put 

a good swing on it. It was pretty cool to hit a home run in my first game.” 

The second home run came in his first at-bat Thursday, a solo shot that matched the 

two homers that Miller hit in 191 at-bats with Tri-City. 

The 6-foot, 190-pound Miller hit 17 in three years at Illinois State, including six while 

fashioning a .384/.433/.537 batting line the year after he was unceremoniously 

released from the Cape Cod League, the preeminent summer showcase for collegiate 

stars hoping to up their draft stock. 

Miller used the slight to his advantage. 

“I wasn't going to let that define who I was,” Miller said. “ … You can't just dwell in 

the past. I used it as motivation to get better every day.” 

THURSDAY’S GAMES 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (65-50) 

• Sacramento 2, Chihuahuas 1: 3B Ty France (.500) went 2-for-4 and homered 

in his Pacific Coast League debut. LHP Dillon Overton (2.97) allowed on a 

run on six hits and two walks in six innings and RHP Seth Simmons (1-1, 

4.50) allowed a run in two innings. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (23-23, 65-41) 

• Springfield 4, Missions 3: RHP Chris Paddack (1.38) allowed a run on four 

hits and no walks in five innings while striking out four. RHP Elliot 

Ashbeck (0-1, 18.00) allowed two runs in the sixth and RHP Miguel Diaz (0-

1, 2.47) struck out four and allowed a run in three innings. 3B Hudson 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_09_elpaaa_srcaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_09_spraax_sanaax_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Potts (.000) went 0-for-2 with two walks, a steal and a run scored in his Texas 

League debut and C Webster Rivas (.294) went 2-for-4 with an RBI. 

HIGH SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (23-24, 57-
60) 

• Visalia 11, Storm 0: RHP Ronald Bolanos (5-8, 5.23) allowed nine runs on 

nine hits and a walk in five innings. LHP Travis Radke (9.00) allowed two 

runs on four hits in two innings. SS Chris Baker (.239) doubled for the 

Storm’s only hit. 

LOW SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (21-24, 53-61) 

• TinCaps 4, Lake County 0: LHP Osvaldo Hernandez (10-4, 1.81) struck out 

five and allowed only one hit in six shutout innings, lowering his Midwest 

League-leading ERA. Hernandez threw 50 of his 85 pitches for strikes. 

RHP Reiss Knehr (9.00) struck out four over two shutout innings of one-hit 

ball and RHP Jose Quezada (4.15) struck out one in a scoreless ninth. Miller’s 

second-inning homer paced the offense and CF Jeisson Rosario (.279) 

tripled in two runs in four at-bats. 

SHORT-SEASON TRI-CITY (5-9, 23-29) 

• Hillsboro 3, Dust Devils 0: In their Northwest League debuts, SS Xavier 

Edwards (.333) went 1-for-3 with a walk and 2B Tucupita Marcano (.000) 

went 0-for-4. LHP Sam Keating (3-5, 5.31) struck out five and allowed two 

runs on five hits and two walks in five innings in the loss. 

ROOKIE AZL PADRES 1 (8-4, 18-22) 

• D-backs 2, Padres 1: RHP Efrain Contreras (1-2, 3.55) struck out five and 

allowed a run on four hits and no walks in five innings in relief in the loss. 

1B Carlos Luis (.281) went 1-for-2, walked and collected the Padres’ only hit. 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_09_visafa_lesafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/football/chris-baker--PESPT0012028-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_09_ftwafx_lcoafx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_09_hilasx_triasx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_09_pdrrok_diarok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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ROOKIE AZL PADRES 2 (5-6, 20-19) 

• Royals 3, Padres 2: LF Mason House (.316) went 3-for-4 with a triple, an RBI 

and a steal. RHP Jean Cosme (3.00) allowed a walk in two hitless, shutout 

innings in the start. 

Transactions 

• In addition to a flurry of moves highlighted by RHP Michel Baez’s and 

3B Hudson Potts’ promotion from Lake Elsinore to San Antonio 

(click here for all the details), INF Diego Goris was placed on El Paso’s 

restricted list. 

• INFs Xavier Edwards and Tucipita Marcano were transferred from the 

Arizona League to Tri-City. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_09_royrok_sdprok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-promote-hudson-potts-ty-france-20180809-story.html


  

 25 

Renfroe's go-ahead slam in 9th stuns 
Brewers 

Padres rally for 6 in final inning as slugger homers in 4th straight game 

By AJ Cassavell 

MILWAUKEE -- Regular playing time was scarce for Hunter Renfroe early this season. But he 
played every inning of every game during the Padres' seven-game trip through Chicago and 
Milwaukee. 

And he made the absolute most of that opportunity. 

Renfroe capped a torrid week with his biggest swing yet -- a go-ahead grand slam in the ninth 
inning on Thursday afternoon as the Padres rallied for an 8-4 victory over the Brewers at Miller 
Park. He demolished a 1-2 fastball from Joakim Soria into the second deck in left field. 

Before he left the box, Renfroe bowed and gathered his bat with both hands before flipping it 
emphatically up the third-base line in celebration. He pumped his fist as he rounded first. 

"It was just like, '[Heck] yeah!'" Renfroe said. "Let's be honest here, that's just the way it was. I 
don't know if you've ever had that experience happen to y'all. But it's pretty exciting." 

In the process, Renfroe became just the fourth Padre in history to hit a go-ahead grand slam in 
the ninth inning with his team trailing. He joined Bip Roberts (1995), Steve Finley ('98) and 
Rondell White (2003). 

No question, the home run stole the show. But the 0-2 fastball Renfroe laid off was nearly as 
noteworthy -- at least in terms of his development. Renfroe has struggled with plate discipline, 
particularly against hard-throwing right-handers. But he worked an eight-pitch walk in the first 
against Brewers starter Junior Guerra. He tacked on a double in the fifth before his showdown 
with Soria in the ninth. 

"That was a great pitch by him," Renfroe said of the 0-2 fastball, two inches off the outside 
corner. "I was able to lay off of it. I got a pitch I could actually handle with the next pitch, and I hit 
it out of the ballpark." 

Three Padres walked to start the frame against Brewers closer Corey Knebel, and Travis 
Jankowskireached on an infield single, cutting the deficit to 4-3. After Eric Hosmer flied out to 
shallow right field, Renfroe delivered. 

And the Padres weren't done. Franmil Reyes, another slugging corner outfielder, swatted an 
opposite-field shot one batter later, giving San Diego a six-run ninth and a four-run lead, and 
icing a 4-3 road trip against a pair of potentially playoff-bound clubs. 

"Really pleased with the fight from the club this whole road trip," said Padres manager Andy 
Green. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/465657/joakim-soria
http://m.mlb.com/player/448855/junior-guerra
http://m.mlb.com/player/608349/corey-knebel
http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes


  

 26 

The biggest positives from the Midwest swing: Renfroe and Reyes, without question. 

Renfroe has now homered in four straight games, two shy of Graig Nettles' franchise record. He 
hit safely in all seven games and batted .379 in that span. Reyes, who was recalled when Wil 
Myers landed on the disabled list, went 3-for-5 with a double and is 9-for-15 over his past four 
games. 

When Myers returns from his left foot contusion -- potentially as early as Monday -- the Padres 
have a decision to make with their remaining corner-outfield spot. Clearly, Renfroe and Reyes 
are determined to make that decision as tricky as possible. 

"They're playing great," Green said. "They're putting themselves right where they need to. 
They're having fun playing baseball. I know everybody else wants to figure out how it's going to 
play out in the future. I want them to stay right here in the present." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Walk this way: Freddy Galvis, A.J. Ellis and Carlos Asuaje all drew walks to open the ninth -- 
including some impressive takes on some decent pitches from Knebel. 

"Earlier in the season, those 3-2 counts, there might have been the [same] high fastball, but we 
swung at them," Green said. "We didn't today. That 3-2 breaking ball, down and in that Asuaje 
laid off of -- we swung at that pitch. We didn't today." 

Jankowski followed with a squibber up the third-base line. By the time Knebel had control, he 
had no play. But he threw home anyway, and the ball ricocheted off a sliding Galvis. The Padres 
would've tied the game, but it hit home-plate umpire Todd Tichenor in the leg instead of 
bounding toward the dugout. Ellis held at third -- setting the stage for Renfroe's heroics. 

Galvanized: Thursday marked something of an anomaly for Galvis, the Padres' sure-handed, 
light-hitting shortstop. He made an error that allowed the Brewers' fourth run to score. But he 
also smacked his seventh homer and walked twice. Galvis' sixth-inning blast cut the deficit to 
two, and the Padres' bullpen -- Phil Maton, Jose Castillo, Kirby Yates and Craig Stammen -- 
held Milwaukee scoreless from there. 

SOUND SMART 
Renfroe has now hit each of the Padres' last four grand slams. He's the first player in franchise 
history to produce such a run. Nate Colbert and Finley are the only other Padres to have each of 
the ballclub's last three slams at any point. 

ERLIN'S TWIRLIN' 
Left-hander Robbie Erlin was relatively sharp in the early stages, before he coughed up three 
runs in the fourth. His defense did him no favors. Only two of the four runs he allowed were 
earned, and he was removed after five innings. 

For the time being, the Padres are carrying a six-man rotation, and Erlin -- who spent the first 
four months of the season as the long man out of the 'pen -- will continue to start. In his two 
outings on the trip, he allowed three earned runs over 10 innings. He gave up 11 earned runs 
over seven innings in his two starts during the first half. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/454560/aj-ellis
http://m.mlb.com/player/641319/carlos-asuaje
http://m.mlb.com/player/664208/phil-maton
http://m.mlb.com/player/620454/jose-castillo
http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
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HE SAID IT 
"Part of it was guys clicking at the right time. Part of it was guys saying, 'Enough is enough. It's 
time to go play winning baseball.'" -- Green, on the winning road trip, which followed a 5-20 July 
that was the second-worst month in franchise history 

UP NEXT 
Jacob Nix, the Padres' No. 14 prospect, is slated for his big league debut Friday when the 
Padres welcome the Phillies to Petco Park for the first game of a three-game set. The 22-year-
old right-hander owns a 1.84 ERA in 10 Minor League starts this season. First pitch is 
scheduled for 7:10 p.m. PT, and Philadelphia counters with right-hander Zach Eflin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/621107/zach-eflin
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See the Padres Players' Weekend 
nicknames 

By A.J. Cassavell 

For the second consecutive year, Major Leaguers will put their personalities and passions on 
the field when Players' Weekend takes center stage during all games from Friday, Aug. 24, 
through Sunday, Aug. 26. 

Here are the nicknames big leaguers will wear on their backs while sporting colorful, non-
traditional uniforms featuring alternate designs inspired by youth-league uniforms: 

Padres 
Carlos Asuaje: "CARL" 
Colten Brewer: "BREWSKI" 
Jose Castillo: "BIG DUDE" 
Franchy Cordero: "CORDY" 
Alex Dickerson: "DICKERSON" 
A.J. Ellis: "DAD" 
Robbie Erlin: "BOB" 
Freddy Galvis: "TOCO" 
Austin Hedges: "HEDGEY" 
Eric Hosmer: "HOSMER" 
Phil Hughes: "PEEJ" 
Travis Jankowski: "FRED" 
Brett Kennedy: "KENNEDY" 
Dinelson Lamet: "EL FLACO" 
Eric Lauer: "GOMER" 
Walker Lockett: "LOCKETT" 
Joey Lucchesi" "LUCCHESI" 
Manuel Margot: "YOANDRY" 
Phil Maton: "SPIN RATE" 
Wil Myers: "WIL" 
Bryan Mitchell: "MITCH" 
Luis Perdomo: "EL CHAMAQUITO" 
Jose Pirela: "AGUILA NEGRA" 
Hunter Renfroe: "FROE" 
Franmil Reyes: "LA MOLE" 
Clayton Richard: "CLAY CLAY" 
Cory Spangenberg: "SPANGY" 
Craig Stammen: "TRIG" 
Robert Stock: "CRETCH" 
Matt Strahm: "STRAHMY" 
Christian Villanueva: "VILLA" 
Trey Wingenter: "WINGENTER" 
Kirby Yates: "KIRBS" 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/641319/carlos-asuaje
http://m.mlb.com/player/605155/colten-brewer
http://m.mlb.com/player/620454/jose-castillo
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
http://m.mlb.com/player/543105/alex-dickerson
http://m.mlb.com/player/454560/aj-ellis
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/461833/phil-hughes
http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/659275/dinelson-lamet
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
http://m.mlb.com/player/621141/walker-lockett
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/664208/phil-maton
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/571951/bryan-mitchell
http://m.mlb.com/player/606131/luis-perdomo
http://m.mlb.com/player/517369/jose-pirela
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/605486/cory-spangenberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/476594/robert-stock
http://m.mlb.com/player/621381/matt-strahm
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
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Paddack posts another strong start 

By William Boor 

Here's MLB Pipeline's roundup of the top prospect performances in the Minor Leagues on 
Thursday. 

Michael Chavis and Bobby Dalbec took turns trotting around the bases as the duo combined for 
four homers in Double-A Portland's 10-9 win over Erie. 

Chavis, the No. 99 overall prospect (Red Sox No. 1) finished 2-for-5 with three RBIs, while 
Dalbec (Red Sox No. 6) went 3-for-5 with a pair of RBIs. 

The two prospects didn't waste any time getting started as they hit back-to-back homers in the 
first. Chavis went first, hitting a two-run blast and Dalbec followed it up with a homer of his own 
on the very next pitch. 

In the fourth, Dalbec hit his second homer of the night, giving him three two-homers games this 
season and also making him the second Minor League player to reach the 30-homer mark this 
season. 

Not one to be outdone, Chavis went deep in the sixth, giving him six homers in 24 games this 
season. 

Other top prospect performances from Thursday's action: 

• No. 1 overall prospect Vladimir Guerrero Jr. (Blue Jays' No. 1) turned in his third straight 
multihit performance for Triple-A Buffalo. After showing off his defensive prowess early in the 
game, Guerrero Jr. hit his 16th homer of the season and his second in two nights in the sixth 
inning. The 19-year-old added a single to finish 2-for-4 and is hitting .462 in nine games with 
Buffalo. 

• No. 8 overall prospect Kyle Tucker (Astros' No. 2) went deep for the third time in as many 
games for Triple-A Fresno. Tucker, who has 17 homers through 88 games this season, went 
deep in his first at-bat and later singled to finish 2-for-4 

• No. 14 overall prospect Mitch Keller (Pirates' No. 1) turned in his best start since he was 
promoted to Triple-A Indianapolis on June 28. Keller, who threw 64 of his 88 pitches for strikes, 
worked his way through six innings of one-run ball. The right-hander gave up four hits, walked 
one and struck out six. After entering the game with a 7.99 ERA through his first five Triple-A 
starts, this was the performance Keller needed to get back on track. 

• No. 27 overall prospect Justus Sheffield (Yankees' No. 1) threw five scoreless frames and has 
now given up one earned run or fewer in seven straight starts for Triple-A Scranton/Wilkes-
Barre. The lefty -- who issued one walk, struck out five and surrendered just three hits -- retired 
10 in a row at one point and has seen his ERA plummet from 3.26 to 2.16 during his recent 
stretch of dominance. After going 3-0 with a 1.52 ERA across four starts in July, Sheffield is 1-0 
with a 0.84 ERA in two starts this month. 

http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/news/prospects/index.jsp
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=bos
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=tor
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=hou
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=pit
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=bos///nyy
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• No. 49 overall prospect Chris Paddack (Padres' No. 5) put together another strong start with 
Double-A San Antonio, giving up one run on four hits. After working five solid frames, the right-
hander has a 1.38 ERA through six starts with the Missions after he was promoted from Lake 
Elsinore. Since that promotion, Paddack has been dominant on the mound, giving up just five 
runs over 32 2/3 innings. 

• No. 63 overall prospect Peter Alonso (Mets' No. 2) became the first player in the Minors to 
reach 100 RBIs (he has 101) this season when he hit a two-run homer, his 28th, for Triple-A Las 
Vegas. Alonso, who is hitting .251 through 44 games with the 51s, finished 2-for-5 and has six 
hits in has past 10 at-bats. 

• Astros No. 8 prospect J.B. Bukauskas spun his fifth scoreless start of the season and his first 
since he was promoted to Buies Creek. Making his second start at the Class A Advanced level, 
Bukauskas threw 52 of his 86 pitches for strikes and cruised through six innings. The right-
hander issued a pair of walks, but struck out six and yielded just three hits. 

• Braves No. 23 prospect Travis Demeritte had a huge night at the plate for Double-A 
Mississippi. The 23-year-old hit his 13th and 14th homers of the season, his first two-homer 
game of the year, and finished 3-for-4 with four RBIs and five runs scored. 

• D-backs No. 3 prospect Taylor Widener extended his scoreless streak to 16 innings with 
seven scoreless frames for Double-A Jackson. The 23-year-old, who has a 2.49 ERA through 
22 starts, worked his way around three hits and struck out nine. Over his past two starts (13 
innings), Widener has struck out 16 batters and issued just one walk, bringing his season totals 
to 151 strikeouts and 36 walks. 

• Mariners No. 4 prospect Julio Rodriguez put forth the first two-homer game of his career in the 
Rookie-level DSL. Rodriguez, 17, reached base four times as he went 2-for-3 with three RBIs 
and a walk. Overall, Rodriguez is hitting.316/.407/.534 through 55 games. 

• Marlins No. 2 prospect Sandy Alcantara cruised through six scoreless innings for Triple-A 
New Orleans, giving up just one hit in the process. However, the main takeaway from the 
performance may be that the right-hander threw 54 of his 87 pitches for strikes. In his first start 
since being optioned to work on his command, Alcantara struck out six and walked two. 

• Yankees No. 18 prospect Nick Nelson racked up 11 strikeouts over six innings in a win for 
Class A Advanced Tampa. Nelson, who threw 70 of his 100 pitches for strikes, gave up two runs 
on four hits as he picked up his eighth win of the year. The 11 strikeouts mark Nelson's second 
double-digit strikeout performance of the season and bring his total to 137 through 111 1/3 
innings. 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=nym
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=hou
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=atl
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ari
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sea
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=mia
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=nyy
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Here are the best Players' Weekend 
nicknames from each team 

By Jake Mintz and Jordan Shusterman 

Players' Weekend is back, which means it is time once again to celebrate the expansive variety 
of nicknames we have in today's game -- and see them featured on the alternate jerseys worn 
by the players. 

From widely-known classics like The Machine and Thor to more comedic choices such 
as Corey's Brother and PTBNL, picking a definitive favorite Players' Weekend nickname is an 
impossible task. But some still stand out as especially wonderful. These are our favorite Players' 
Weekend nicknames from each team: 

D-backs: Brad Boxberger -- BOX HAMBURGER 

Braves: Ender Inciarte -- GAME ENDER 

Orioles: Paul Fry -- PAPA FRITA 

Red Sox: Chris Sale -- THE CONDUCTOR 

Cubs: Carl Edwards Jr. -- STRINGBEAN SLINGER 

Reds: Raisel Iglesias -- EL CICLON 

Indians: Shane Bieber -- NOT JUSTIN 

Rockies:  Chad Bettis -- LETTUCE 

White Sox: Jose Abreu -- MAL TIEMPO 

Tigers: Jacoby Jones -- JUICY J 

Astros: Charlie Morton -- GROUND CHUCK 

Royals: Danny Duffy -- CHILL SERGEANT 

Angels: Shohei Ohtani -- SHOWTIME 

Dodgers: Walker Buehler -- FERRIS 

Marlins: Jarlin Garcia -- JARLIN THE MARLIN 

Brewers: Travis Shaw -- MAYOR-DDC 

Twins: Logan Forsythe -- LOGIE BEAR 

https://www.mlb.com/cut4/jordan-shusterman
https://www.mlb.com/news/2018-mlb-players-weekend-nicknames/c-289419008
https://www.mlb.com/cut4/this-photo-of-the-seager-brothers-with-kyles-daughter-is-the-cutest-thing-you-will-see-today/c-267212600
https://twitter.com/CespedesBBQ/status/895329947471851520
http://m.mlb.com/player/502202/brad-boxberger
http://m.mlb.com/player/542255/ender-inciarte
https://www.mlb.com/cut4/ender-inciarte-robbed-a-game-winning-home-run/c-202677780
http://m.mlb.com/player/643316/paul-fry
http://m.mlb.com/player/519242/chris-sale
http://m.mlb.com/player/518452/chad-bettis
http://m.mlb.com/player/547989/jose-abreu
http://m.mlb.com/player/450203/charlie-morton
http://m.mlb.com/player/518633/danny-duffy
http://m.mlb.com/player/606424/jarlin-garcia
http://m.mlb.com/player/543768/travis-shaw
https://www.mlb.com/cut4/travis-shaw-packed-the-brewers-truck-with-ding-dongs/c-266026774
http://m.mlb.com/player/523253/logan-forsythe
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Mets: Jerry Blevins -- JER-RY JER-RY JER-RY 

Yankees: Didi Gregorius -- THE KNIGHT 

Athletics: Sean Manaea -- MANAEALATOR 

Phillies: Tommy Hunter -- BIGGER FELLA 

Pirates: Edgar Santana -- BICEPS 

Padres: AJ Ellis -- DAD 

Mariners: James Pazos -- PAPA PAZ 

Giants: Hunter Pence -- UNDERPANTS 

Cardinals: Marcell Ozuna -- THE BIG BEAR  

Rays: Tyler Glasnow -- MINI HORSE 

Rangers: Joey Gallo -- PICO DE GALLO 

Blue Jays: Marco Estrada -- ESTRATOSPHERE 

Nationals: Sammy Solis -- BIG ANGUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/460283/jerry-blevins
http://m.mlb.com/player/544369/didi-gregorius
https://twitter.com/MLB/status/862077548393410560
http://m.mlb.com/player/640455/sean-manaea
http://m.mlb.com/player/488984/tommy-hunter
http://m.mlb.com/player/650828/edgar-santana
http://m.mlb.com/player/572021/james-pazos
http://m.mlb.com/player/452254/hunter-pence
https://mlblogsmoresplashhits.wordpress.com/2013/04/15/giants-10-cubs-7-10-inn-captain-underpants-aka-hunter-pence-to-the-rescue/
http://m.mlb.com/player/542303/marcell-ozuna
http://m.mlb.com/player/607192/tyler-glasnow
http://m.mlb.com/player/608336/joey-gallo
http://m.mlb.com/player/462136/marco-estrada
http://m.mlb.com/player/519301/sammy-solis
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Amid a challenging season, Padres top 

prospect MacKenzie Gore has looked 

home for support 
By Dennis Lin 

FORT WAYNE, Ind. — Meredith Gore is a 25-year-old who was born with a 

mild case of cerebral palsy. She also has a driver’s license, two college degrees 

and a job at an insurance agency. She gets to most places in a wheelchair, yet, 

as her younger brother observes, it has hardly slowed her. 

“She’s kind of faced adversity her whole life,” MacKenzie Gore said on a 

recent afternoon at Parkview Field, home of the Padres’ Low-A affiliate. “And 

I just kind of look at her. If she can do it, I can get through adversity here.” 

Baseball may seem trivial in comparison, but Gore, a teenager navigating his 

first full season as a professional, has encountered his own obstacles. Twice 

this season, a blister on his left hand has confined him to the disabled list. 

When the top-rated pitcher in the sport’s top-rated farm system has been on the 

mound, he has generated a mix of dominant and uneven performances. 

Gore started his 14th game with Fort Wayne on Wednesday, and the results 

were the poorest of his young career. He yielded eight hits and five runs over 

three innings. His ERA jumped to 4.41. That may be an acceptable number for 

another 19-year-old tasked with facing mostly older hitters. For Gore, it is a 

disappointment. 

The left-hander with the towering leg kick logged a 0.19 ERA as a senior at 

Whiteville High, bringing national attention to a small town in North Carolina. 

Last June, the Padres selected Gore — the country’s best high school baseball 

player, according to Gatorade and Baseball America — with the third overall 

pick in the draft. He splashed onto the pro-ball scene, notching a 1.27 ERA 

across seven starts in the Arizona Rookie League. 

After a particularly ruthless outing this spring, a flock of rival scouts dispersed 

shaking their heads. One veteran evaluator offered the following assessment: 

“He’s going to pitch in the majors as a 20-year-old.” 

https://theathletic.com/author/dennis-lin/
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Gore’s recent trajectory, though, feels anything but accelerated. He traveled to 

Petco Park last summer for his signing and again in April, but the second visit 

was to treat a blister on his left middle finger. He rejoined Fort Wayne’s 

rotation a few weeks later, made two brief appearances and missed another 

month because the blister problem had resurfaced. Amid a sputtering start, he 

leaned on what was most familiar. 

“It was a frustrating time,” Gore said, “and if I didn’t have my family and the 

community back home, it would’ve been tough.” 

A city of 5,500 has proven a useful training ground. In the 1980s, Whiteville, 

N.C., produced state championships and first-round draft picks Tommy Greene 

and Pat Lennon, earning the moniker of “Baseball Town USA” 

from Sport magazine. Yet the buzz surrounding Gore’s senior campaign, 

heightened by the rise of social media, was unprecedented. 

Last year, the lefty’s starts were town-wide events. Now that Gore has 

migrated, the signs remain: Local sporting goods stores serve as dedicated 

outposts for Padres gear. Interest in the high school baseball program has 

reapproached its peak. At lower levels, miniature pitchers are increasingly 

adopting exaggerated leg kicks. 

“Baseball has always been relevant in our little county, in our little town, but 

it’s almost brought it back to the forefront,” said Whiteville High baseball 

coach Brett Harwood. “It’s almost to the point where you want to tell people, 

‘Relax, you don’t have to play it year-round. MacKenzie didn’t play year-

round.’” 

Gore’s parents, Evan and Selena, attempted to instill a sense of normalcy as 

major-league teams courted their son. Home visits from scouts were taken off 

the table; instead, during his lunch hour at school, Gore met with clubs inside 

Harwood’s office. For a time, he viewed the sit-downs as more necessary than 

exhilarating. 

“In the fall of my senior year, I was good but it wasn’t a no-doubter that I was 

going to sign or anything,” said Gore, who committed to East Carolina 

University in 2015. “Even when all the stuff was going on, I was like, ‘If I 

don’t get drafted, I’m just going to college.’ When I got drafted, it was 

awesome, it was a great feeling and I’m in a good place now. But the fall 

before, honestly I was not worried about it at all.” 
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The star pitcher’s unassuming nature revealed itself last June, in the moments 

after he won his third state title. Aware he would be named the most valuable 

player of the state finals, Gore insisted that he had collected enough hardware, 

that the trophy should go to someone else. 

Harwood replied that Gore could do whatever he wanted once he received the 

award. The coach still was taken aback when Gore immediately presented it to 

Harwood’s freshman son, who had played a pivotal role in the clinching game. 

More evidence of Gore’s upbringing emerged last offseason. Early one 

morning, Chris Kemp, the Padres’ minor-league field coordinator and 

international scouting director, drove from Charlotte to Whiteville to get 

acquainted with the system’s top pitching prospect. Upon arrival, Kemp was 

greeted by a hot breakfast spread cooked up by Gore’s mother. 

“You could just tell the family was really close,” Kemp said. “It’s small-town 

North Carolina, a small community, and you could just feel the love.” 

The Gores have traveled to Fort Wayne multiple times this season. MacKenzie 

remains in regular communication with Harwood and his high school 

teammates. Two months ago, while Fort Wayne prepared for a game on the 

road, Gore stole periodic glances at his phone. He breathed a sigh of relief 

when his father texted confirmation that Whiteville had secured the ninth state 

championship in school history. 

“I was nervous,” Gore said. 

Through recent bouts with injury and inconsistency, those closest to Gore have 

reminded him of his ability to press on. He is still just 19 years old. His latest 

ailments did not involve an elbow or shoulder. Harwood, whom Gore typically 

calls after each start, cited the perspective the pitcher derives from Meredith 

Gore. 

“She’s such an awesome person, what she’s been through and what she does 

and what she’ll continue to do,” Harwood said. “And that’s one thing I’ve 

always told MacKenzie: Nobody’s going to feel sorry for you. … He can look 

at his sister’s situation, and it’s right in front of him. ‘I got a blister. So what? 

Look what my sister’s done and look what she’s overcome.’ I think that’s 

definitely a motivating factor for him.” 

Then there is the relatively new taste of failure. Gore’s worst inning as a high 

school player may have come late in the summer of 2016, on the mound at 
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Petco Park; competing against the nation’s best amateurs in the Perfect Game 

All-American Classic, he labored through 39 pitches. He spent the ensuing 

offseason adding 15 pounds and improving his conditioning. 

This season, Gore has been slowed by such elements as rain, tight strike zones 

and, of course, bothersome pockets of fluid on his pitching hand. (Gore had 

never dealt with blisters before he started pitching in Arizona last summer; the 

change in climate may have been a contributing factor.) His snarling on-field 

persona, a contrast to his usually placid demeanor, has been especially 

noticeable. 

“I think it kind of kept his edge,” Kemp said of the time Gore missed on the 

disabled list. “He’s about as competitive as you could imagine. I think if you 

were to grade his competitiveness, you could put a 70 or 80 on it, and if you 

put a 70, you might be light. 

“Any time you get a kid like that who has to sit out with a blister, I think that 

just pisses him off a little more and adds to his edge. I think it was good for 

him, and in a weird way it helped him stay fresh. His arm’s really fresh right 

now, and he’s got more of an edge than he already had to prove to himself how 

good he is.” 

The flashes of brilliance are still there. On July 4, Gore looked unshackled in a 

shutout performance, tossing six innings for the first time as a professional. 

Two starts later, he recorded 10 strikeouts in five innings. The outing preceding 

Wednesday’s saw him fan eight batters without allowing a run. Gore, who has 

posted a 3.35 ERA since his return from the disabled list, continues to show 

advanced command of at least three pitches, a byproduct of the instruction he 

received from Harwood and Whiteville pitching coach Fielding Hammond. 

“We knew down the road things weren’t always going to be easy for him,” 

Harwood said. “We tried to prepare him mentally by challenging him in 

different ways.  We didn’t just pat him on the butt all the time. … Obviously, 

[this season has] been a different experience for him, which we all knew it 

would be. It’s not a high school baseball lineup he’s facing anymore. Dealing 

with injuries, the blisters, I’ve seen him where he was disappointed and 

frustrated.” 

Family members and friends, Gore said, have helped him maintain a positive 

outlook. 
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“I’m not always a big talker when it comes to stuff like that,” Gore said. “They 

call and ask how I’m doing, and they pretty much just say, ‘We’re here.’ 

Nothing’s changed, just because I was drafted. We just try to keep everything 

as normal as possible, and they’ve done a good job of that. 

“At times this year, when I was struggling, there was a lot of noise but it was a 

lot different kind of noise that I’d never had before — you know, why is he 

doing this, why is he struggling. I just had to keep looking forward, keep 

working and try to get better.” 

If the blisters do not come back, if Gore avoids other injuries, he could reach 

Double-A before the end of next season. He could pitch in San Diego, as some 

have predicted, before his 21st birthday. He could develop into an ace, capable 

of sub-3.00 ERAs and 200-inning workloads. 

Gore, of course, must traverse a considerable distance before he can fulfill such 

promise. So far, his response to early failure has left the organization convinced 

of his upside. 

“The more and more I’m around him, the more and more I see him working 

and going about his craft, you see why the Padres picked him so high,” Fort 

Wayne manager Anthony Contreras said. “He’s going to be a special one. I 

kind of listen to my gut a lot on certain things, and my gut’s telling me this kid 

is going to be special if everything goes in the right direction.” 
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Hunter Renfroe homers in 4th straight 
game as Padres win 

 
Associated Press 

MILWAUKEE -- Hunter Renfroe's power surge is a welcome sight for the San Diego Padres. 
 
Renfroe's grand slam keyed a six-run rally that stunned the Milwaukee Brewersand gave the 
Padres an 8-4 victory on Thursday. 
 
Renfroe hit a home run for the fourth straight game, a blast into the left-field bleachers off 
Brewers reliever Joakim Soria. San Diego entered the ninth inning trailing 4-2, but rallied against 
Brewers closer Corey Knebel and Soria. 
 
The Padres finished 4-3 on their Midwest road trip as they split four games with the Chicago 
Cubs and won two of three against the Brewers. 
 
"Part of it is guys clicking at the right time. Part of it is guys just saying, `Enough was enough. 
It's time to go play winning baseball," Padres manager Andy Green said. 

Knebel walked the bases loaded to open the ninth and gave up an infield single to Travis 
Jankowski, trimming Milwaukee's lead to 4-3. Soria induced a flyout from Eric Hosmer and had a 
1-2 count on Renfroe before the Padres left fielder turned on an inside pitch. 
 
Renfroe did not chase an 0-2 pitch that just missed the strike zone. 

"It was a great pitch; it was off the plate," Renfroe said. "He dropped down a little bit. I was able 
to lay off it and I was able to get a pitch I could handle on the next pitch and drive it out of the 
ballpark." 

Franmil Reyes capped the six-run outburst with a solo homer to right field off Jacob Barnes. 
Knebel (2-3) did not retire any of the four hitters he faced in the ninth. 

"Couldn't throw a strike," Knebel said. "That was it. Nothing else going on. I just couldn't find 
the zone." 

Brewers manager Craig Counsell said he may use other options to close games in the future. 

"Whether it's the seventh, eighth, ninth or sixth, we need those outs," Counsell said. "I think the 
next time out, we'll get him an easier spot for sure but at some point, we're going to try to get 
him back to working big spots in the game. 

"I think we function best when Corey handles the ninth, but if we have to do things a little 
differently to get him back on track, then that's how we'll approach it." 

Milwaukee finished a 3-3 homestand and dropped two games behind the first-place Cubs in the 
National League Central Division race. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33205/hunter-renfroe
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/mil/milwaukee-brewers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28688/joakim-soria
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33206/corey-knebel
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/chc/chicago-cubs
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/chc/chicago-cubs
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32751/travis-jankowski
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32751/travis-jankowski
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30993/eric-hosmer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33339/franmil-reyes
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34868/jacob-barnes
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Padres reliever Kirby Yates (4-0) pitched a scoreless eighth for the victory and Craig 
Stammen closed it out with a perfect ninth. 
 
Brewers starter Junior Guerra allowed two runs and eight hits in six innings and was helped by 
three double plays. The Padres hit into four double plays overall. 
 
 
Brewers second baseman Jonathan Schoop, acquired from Baltimore before the trade deadline, 
was 3 for 26 with his new team before hitting a two-run double down the left-field line in 
Milwaukee's three-run fourth inning. The hit broke a 1-1 tie. 
Schoop scored the third run of the rally when he raced home from second base on Lorenzo Cain's 
grounder that was misplayed by Padres shortstop Freddy Galvis. 
 
The Padres cut the deficit to 4-2 on Galvis' solo homer in the sixth. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Brewers: Soria suffered a groin injury in the ninth and was removed while pitching to Reyes. 

EASY FOR YOU TO SAY: Newly acquired Mike Moustakas has become a quick hit with Brewers 
fans, judging from the "Moooose" calls going around Miller Park in the past week. 
He hit a flyout to center as a pinch hitter on Thursday. He has a .268 batting average in his first 
12 games with Milwaukee, while hitting two home runs and driving in six runs. 

"It's just personality," Counsell said. "He's an open book. He's going to wear everything out in 
the open. 

"He's going to get his uniform dirty, dive and make plays like that. You can see from the stadium 
that the chants have started already. It's fun to say `Moose'. It just is. It's a fun word to say. It's a 
good nickname as well and it's easy to get attached to guys like that." 

UP NEXT 

Brewers: RHP Freddy Peralta (5-2, 3.54 ERA) will make his 11th start and second against the 
Braves as Milwaukee opens an eight-game road trip. He is coming off an 8-4 victory over 
Colorado on Saturday. 
 
Braves: RHP Kevin Gausman (5-9, 4.47 ERA) was acquired in a trade deadline deal with 
Baltimore and lost his Braves debut on Aug. 4, a 3-0 defeat to the New York Mets. He allowed 
three runs and six hits in five innings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32623/kirby-yates
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30361/craig-stammen
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30361/craig-stammen
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34241/junior-guerra
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31988/jonathan-schoop
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29416/lorenzo-cain
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29670/freddy-galvis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29999/mike-moustakas
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39825/freddy-peralta
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32667/kevin-gausman
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/nym/new-york-mets
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Baseball America Crowns Padres 

As №1 Farm System 

San Diego claims 9 of BA’s top 100 prospects 

By Justin Lafferty 

As the Padres On Deck start knocking on the door of Petco Park, they’re 
turning some heads along the way. 

After MLB Pipeline named the Padres the best farm system in the game 
this spring, Baseball America followed suit and put the future Friars in 
the top spot, as well. 

Baseball America released its latest organizational rankings this week, 
with the Padres at №1. 

Led by №2 overall prospect Fernando Tatis Jr., the Padres have 4 of 
the publication’s top 25 prospects and 9 of the top 100. 

Here’s how our prospects rank: 

2. Tatis Jr., SS 

21. MacKenzie Gore, LHP 

24. Adrian Morejon, LHP 

25. Francisco Mejía, C 

30. Luis Urias, 2B 

https://padres.mlblogs.com/padres-ranked-1-minor-league-system-by-mlb-pipeline-95f11db87a55
https://www.baseballamerica.com/rankings/2018-mlb-organizational-talent-rankings/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/rankings/2018-mlb-organizational-talent-rankings/
https://www.baseballamerica.com/rankings/2018-top-100-prospects/
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59. Chris Paddack, RHP 

70. Logan Allen, LHP 

73. Michel Baez, RHP 

83. Josh Naylor, 1B 

The Padres’ system is so deep, BA’s top 100 list doesn’t even take into 
account prospects who have made serious strides this season, such as 18-
year-old RHP Luis Patiño and 23-year-old outfielder Buddy Reed. 

“It’s hard to find many weaknesses in a system loaded in pitching at 
nearly all levels, that has an elite shortstop prospect who played in 
Double-A this season as well as a smattering of talented hitters at nearly 
all levels of the minors,” writes Baseball America. “The Padres have the 
kind of prospect depth that should help them weather the attrition that 
always occurs when a loaded system switches from accumulating talent 
to producing big league wins. Beyond the eight prospects in the Top 100, 
there are another wave of prospects who could crack next year’s Top 100 
(Luis Patiño, Jacob Nix, Anderson Espinoza, Austin 
Allen, Buddy Reed, Xavier Edwards and others). Now, Padres 
general manager A.J. Preller’s biggest task is sorting out which 
prospects are keepers and which ones should be traded to speed the big 
league club’s rebuild.” 

Mejía, the newest addition to the Padres’ wealth of minor league talent, 
is already making his presence known in AAA El Paso. 

The Padres have risen from №3 to №1 in Baseball America’s rankings, 
and have the most top 100 prospects of any team. Tampa Bay ranks №2 
and Toronto, which has №1 overall prospect Vladimir Guerrero Jr., 
comes in at №3. 
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#PadresOnDeck: Pitchers 

Scholtens, Margevicius Pace a 

Number of Notable Performances 

in Padres’ System 
By Bill Center 

Pitchers Jesse Scholtens and Nick Margevicius had excellent 
starts, Luis Torrens and Edward Olivares had big nights with the 
bats and Owen Millerand Olivier Basabe had impressive debuts for 
Short-Season Single-A Tri-City Wednesday night. 

The right-handed Scholtens, 24, allowed one run on five hits with six 
strikeouts over eight innings in a win for Double-A San Antonio, where 
he is 7–2 with a 3.23 earned run average. 

Catcher Austin Allen, 24, the Padres’ №25 prospect according to the 
MLB Pipeline rankings, hit a two-run homer in four at-bats to provide 
Scholtens all the support he needed. Allen is hitting .299. 

The left-handed Margevicius, 22, allowed a run on six hits and a walk 
with three strikeouts over seven innings for Advanced Single-A Lake 
Elsinore, where he is 3–3 with this win with a 5.40 ERA. 

Catcher Torrens, 22, was 4-for-5 with a double, a homer, four RBIs and 
two runs scored for Lake Elsinore, where he is hitting .292. Center 
fielder Olivares, 22, the Padres’ №28 prospect, was 3-for-4 with the 
Storm with a walk, three RBIs and two runs scored to raise his batting 
average to .276. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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Second baseman Basabe was 2-for-6 with a triple and a RBI in his debut 
with Tri-City. Miller hit a two-run homer in five at-bats with a walk. 

Around the Farm: 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (65–49): El Paso was off Wednesday. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (23–22, 65–50): MISSIONS 4, Springfield 
1 — RHP Chris Huffman (3.65 ERA) followed Scholtens and allowed a 
hit and a walk with a strikeout in the scoreless ninth to earn his second 
save. SS Peter Van Gansen (.267) backed Allen, going 2-for-4 with a 
RBI and a run scored. 1B Webster Rivas (.290) was 2-for-4 with a run 
scored. LF Taylor Kohlwey(.301) was 1-for-3 with a walk and a stolen 
base. 2B Matthew Batten (.256) was 1-for-2 with a walk and a RBI. 
3B Kyle Overstreet (.273) had a double in four at-bats. 

ADVANCED SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (23–23, 57–59): STORM 11, 
Visalia 2 — RHP Hansel Rodriguez (4.50) followed Margevicius and 
allowed a run on a hit with a strikeout in an inning. RHP Dauris 
Valdez (4.50) issued a walk with two strikeouts in an otherwise perfect 
inning. 3B Ruddy Giron (.254) backed Torrens and Olivares, going 2-
for-4 with a double, a walk, a RBI and two runs scored. 2B Chris 
Baker (.237) was 2-for-4 with a double, a RBI and a run scored. 
1B Brad Zunica (.246) was 1-for-3 with two walks and a run scored. 
RF Nate Easley (.269) was 0-for-3 with two walks, a stolen base, two 
runs scored and a RBI. 

SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (20–24, 52–61): TinCaps 9, LAKE COUNTY 
8 — CF Jeisson Rosario (.279) backed Basabe and Miller, going 2-for-4 
with a double, two walks and two runs scored. SS Gabriel Arias (.234) 
was 2-for-4 with a walk and two RBIs. LF Jack Suwinski (.222) was 1-
for-4 with four walks and three runs scored. 1B Nick Feight (.207) was 
1-for-4 with a walk and a run scored. 3B Kelvin Melean (.264) 
homered in four at-bats with a walk. C Jalen Washington (.238) had a 
double in four at-bats with two RBIs and a walk. Starting 
LHP MacKenzie Gore (4.41 ERA) gave up five runs on eight hits with 
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a walk in three innings. RHP Caleb Boushley (5–3, 2.54) allowed three 
hits with three strikeouts in three scoreless innings to earn the win. 
LHP Fred Schlichtholz (3.72) allowed a hit with a strikeout in two 
scoreless innings. RHP Evan Miller (2.58) allowed three runs (one 
earned) on three hits in an inning. 

SHORT-SEASON SINGLE-A TRI-CITY (5–8, 23–28): The Dust Devils 
were off Wednesday for the Northwest League All-Star Game break. 

DOMINICAN SUMMER LEAGUE PADRES (30–27): Blue Jays 8, 
PADRES 5 — LF Luis Paez (.224) was 2-for-4 with a RBI. 3B Vladimir 
Echavarria (.191) was 1-for-2 with two walks a stolen base and two 
runs scored. Starting RHP Jesus Gonzalez (2.65 ERA) allowed three 
runs on six hits and two walks with three strikeouts in five innings. 
RHP Miguel Rondon (2.55) allowed two unearned runs on three hits 
and a walk with three strikeouts in 2 2/3 innings. RHP Jorge Leo (3–4, 
2.59) allowed three unearned runs on two hits and two walks with a 
strikeout in 1 1/3 innings to take the loss. 

ARIZONA ROOKIE PADRES: 

PADRES-1 (8–3, 18–21): The Padres were off Wednesday. 

PADRES-2 (5–5, 20–18): Cubs 6, PADRES 4 — The Padres were off 
Wednesday. 
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This Day in Padres History — 8/10 
By Bill Center 

Aug. 10, 1978 — Gene Tenace goes 3-for-5 with a home run and five 
RBIs in the Padres 15–3 win over Cincinnati at San Diego Stadium. 

Aug. 10, 1987 — Right-hander Jimmy Jones pitches a two-hit, 
complete-game shutout and catcher Benito Santiago hits a two-run 
homer in a 2–0 Padres win over Atlanta at San Diego Jack Murphy 
Stadium. Jones issued one walk and struck out four Braves. 

Aug. 10, 1998 — At Qualcomm Stadium, plate umpire Harry 
Wendelstedtand son Hunter (at third base) become the first father-son 
team to umpire together in a Major League game. 

Aug. 10, 2008 — Right fielder Brian Giles is 4-for-6 with two doubles, a 
home run, four RBIs and four runs scored in the Padres 16–7 win in 
Colorado. 

Aug. 10, 2010 — Left fielder Ryan Ludwick hits two home runs as the 
Padres defeat Pittsburgh 4–1 at Petco Park. 

Aug. 10, 2012 — Switch-hitting third baseman Chase Headley homers 
from both sides of the plate and drives in five runs as the Padres score a 
9–8 win at Pittsburgh. 
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Hunter Renfroe’s 9th inning grand slam leads Padres over 
Brewers 

AP 

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Hunter Renfroe hit a go-ahead grand slam in the ninth inning, 
his fourth straight game with a home run, and the San Diego Padres rallied for an 8-4 
victory over the Milwaukee Brewers on Thursday. 

The Padres trailed 4-2 entering the ninth, but rallied against Brewers relievers Corey 
Knebel and Joakim Soria. 

Knebel walked the bases loaded and allowed a run-scoring infield single to Travis 
Jankowski before Soria entered to try to escape the jam. 

Soria retired Eric Hosmer before Renfroe hammered a 1-2 pitch deep into the left-
field bleachers for his grand slam. 

Renfroe became the first Padres player to hit home runs and have multiple RBI 
games in four consecutive games. 

Franmil Reyes added a solo homer to right off Jacob Barnes to cap the Padres’ 
stunning six-run rally. The Padres, who went 5-20 in July, won four of seven games 
against the Chicago Cubs and Brewers on their Midwest road trip. 

Milwaukee finished a 3-3 homestand and dropped two games behind the first-place 
Cubs in the National League Central Division race. 

Padres reliever Kirby Yates (4-0) pitched a scoreless eighth for the victory and Craig 
Stammen closed it out with a scoreless ninth. 

Knebel (2-3) took the loss. 

Brewers right-hander Junior Guerra allowed two runs and eight hits in six innings and 
was helped by three double plays. The Padres hit into four double plays. 

Padres lefty Robbie Erlin was coming off an impressive victory over the Cubs last 
week, but could not duplicate that success. He allowed all four runs — two earned — 
and seven hits in five innings. 

Brewers second baseman Jonathan Schoop, acquired from Baltimore before the 
trade deadline, was 3 for 26 with his new team when he hit a two-run double down 
the left-field line in Milwaukee’s three-run fourth inning. The hit broke a 1-1 tie. 

https://www.foxsports.com/san-diego/story/hunter-renfroes-9th-inning-grand-slam-leads-padres-over-brewers-080918
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/hunter-renfroe-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/milwaukee-brewers-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/corey-knebel-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/corey-knebel-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/joakim-soria-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/travis-jankowski-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/travis-jankowski-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/eric-hosmer-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/franmil-reyes-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/jacob-barnes-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/kirby-yates-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/craig-stammen-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/craig-stammen-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/junior-guerra-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/robbie-erlin-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/jonathan-schoop-player-stats
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Schoop scored the third run of the rally when he raced home from second base 
on Lorenzo Cain‘s grounder that was misplayed by Padres shortstop Freddy Galvis. 

The Brewers took a 1-0 lead on an unearned run in the second. Schoop reached on a 
fielder’s choice grounder and advanced on a throwing error by Padres second 
baseman Jose Pirela. 

Brewers catcher Manny Pina hit a run-scoring double with two outs. 

San Diego missed a chance for a big inning in the fourth after tying the score on 
Pirela’s one-out RBI single. Guerra struck out A.J. Ellis with the bases loaded and 
induced Erlin to hit into a forceout to end the threat. 

Galvis hit a two-out solo home run to right field in the sixth to cut the Padres’ deficit to 
4-2. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Brewers: RHP Zach Davies will make a rehab start for Double-A Biloxi at Tennessee 
on Saturday. Davies is recovering from shoulder and back injuries and has not made 
a start for Milwaukee since May 29 against St. Louis. 

UP NEXT 

Brewers: RHP Freddy Peralta (5-2, 3.54 ERA) will make his 11th start and second 
against the Braves as Milwaukee opens an eight-game road trip. He is coming off an 
8-4 victory over Colorado on Saturday. 

Braves: RHP Kevin Gausman (5-9, 4.47 ERA) was acquired in a trade deadline deal 
with Baltimore and lost his Braves debut on Aug. 4, a 3-0 defeat to the New York 
Mets. He allowed three runs and six hits in five innings. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/lorenzo-cain-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/freddy-galvis-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/jose-pirela-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/manuel-pina-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/aj-ellis-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/zach-davies-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/freddy-peralta-player-stats

