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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
1977-George Foster hits his 50th home run of the season, breaking the Reds single season record of 49, set by Ted Kluszewski in 

the 1954 season 
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Reds' scoring frustrations linger in Miami 

By Glenn Sattell MLB.com 

Sep. 22nd, 2018 

 

MIAMI -- Lately, for Cincinnati, winning games has almost become secondary to just scoring runs. One night after being shut out 

for the fourth time in their last seven games, the Reds narrowly avoided being blanked again on Saturday, falling 5-1 to the Marlins 

in the third of a four-game set at Marlins Park. 

 

It's become a real conundrum for manager Jim Riggleman. 

 

"There's really not much to do," Riggleman said. "Guys are working hard, doing everything they can do to prepare for the ballgame. 

We've been a pretty good offensive ballclub most of the year. Here lately it's been a real struggle, this road trip in particular. 

 

"We can hit, we're just going through one of those periods where collectively we're not putting a lot of hits together; not rallying to 

do much." 

 

Pinch-hitter Gabriel Guerrero belted hisfirst career home run to lead off the eighth inning for Cincinnati's lone run. 

 

Reds starter Anthony DeSclafani was coasting along against his former team through the first three innings, at one point striking out 

five Marlins in succession. But his own error with one out in the fourth opened the door for Miami to take a 2-0 lead. He misplayed 

a chopper back to the mound and then with two outs walked Brian Anderson before yielding back-to-back RBI singles. 

 

"For some reason we see pitchers have trouble with those balls quite often," Riggleman said. "Two runs resulted from that. He was 

throwing the ball so good. 

 

DeSclafani tied his career-high for strikeouts (10) in a game one batter into the fifth inning, fanning Marlins starter Jose Urena for 

his final strikeout of the game. 

 

"Everything just kind of fell apart [from there]," DeSclafani said. "Velo was there, slider was there for the most part, I think the one 

difference with the strikeouts was just that I kind of had that comeback two-seamer. I know it's a big part of my game, so I feel like 

if it's on then I make things a little bit easier on myself." 

 

But he didn't make it out of the sixth inning after giving up a run-scoring single to Anderson and a two-run homer to Austin Dean. 

 

"We've seen it too many times we give up runs in the sixth inning," Riggleman said. "That [third] time through the lineup, and 

shame on me for not making the adjustment quicker. I like the matchup with him on Dean there, but Dean homered. We've had that 

happen numerous times. That one was on me." 

 

Only three of the five runs were earned off DeSclafani who, in addition to striking out 10, yielded six hits and walked one. 

 

"I don't really care about the strikeouts to be honest," DeSclafani said. "I just care about getting outs and getting through lineups and 

getting through innings and keeping zeros on the board. I'll take 20 balls smoked right at people if it means zeros." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Later innings have been a problem for DeSclafani this year and Saturday was no exception. He struck out 10 batters over four 

innings but gave up a double, single and home run in a three-run sixth inning that proved to be his undoing once again. 

 



"It's definitely frustrating," DeSclafani said. "I'm just going to leave it at that. I really don't know what to say about it. It just seems 

to be the normal and it's frustrating. Wish it was different but it's just not. So I've got to figure out a way to get over the hump." 

 

SOUND SMART 

Jose Peraza's sixth-inning single extended his hitting streak vs. Miami to nine games. That was after he was hit by a pitch in the 

fourth inning, setting a single-season career high for HBP with eight. 

 

HE SAID IT 

"He's a great kid. Comes to work with a smile on his face, he's thrilled to be here. It's a great achievement for him. I'm sure his 

family will really enjoy that moment." -- Riggleman, on Guerrero's first Major League home run 

 

UP NEXT 

The Reds close out their final road trip of the season with a 1:10 p.m. ET start on Sunday. Right-hander Michael Lorenzen gets the 

call for Cincinnati, looking for his first career win at Marlins Park. In his most recent start on Tuesday, Lorenzen went four innings, 

striking out three and allowing one unearned run on one hit. The Marlins send Trevor Richards to the mound seeking his first win 

since July. It's also his first career appearance against Cincinnati. 

 

 

Vlad's nephew Guerrero connects for 1st MLB HR 

By Glenn Sattell MLB.com 

12:00 AM EDT 

 

MIAMI -- Gabriel Guerrero saved the Reds from yet another shutout in Saturday's 5-1 loss to the Marlins. In an eighth-inning 

pinch-hit role, just his 10th Major League at-bat, Guerrero hit the first pitch he saw from Marlins reliever Nick Wittgren for his first 

home run in the bigs. 

 

Guerrero crushed an 86-mph slider from Wittgren for just his second Major League hit. Statcast™ measured it at 415 feet with an 

exit velocity of 106.4 mph. It somewhat softened the Reds' blow of losing for the 24th time in their last 32 road games this season. 

 

"It's an awesome moment," said Guerrero, nephew of Hall of Famer Vladimir Guerrero. "Everybody dreams of a moment like that." 

 

Having belted 80 homers in nine Minor League seasons, Guerrero knows what it feels like to get a hold of one. He said he felt it off 

the bat that he had just hit his first one in the big leagues. 

 

"Yes, I felt like I got it right away," he said. "I hit it pretty good." 

 

Rounding the bases, he could hardly believe what he had just accomplished. 

 

"I was like floating out there. It feels amazing," said Guerrero, who was working on retrieving the baseball, saying it would go into 

his trophy case. "Yes, it's going to my house." 

 

 

Reds arms focus on their duty over run support 

By Glenn Sattell MLB.com 

Sep. 22nd, 2018 

 

MIAMI -- It's baffling how good the Reds starting pitching has been lately in a time when the team has struggled so mightily with 

scoring runs. 

 

Over the last eight games, Reds starters have turned in scoreless outings in five of those games, and they have allowed one run in 

another. But in that span the Reds are only 3-5. That's because they've been shut out themselves in four of the last seven games. 

 

That would seem to be enough to drive a pitching staff up a clubhouse wall, and yet it hasn't, nor has it given manager Jim 

Riggleman cause for concern. 

 

"I never believe in that," Riggleman said. "I hear it all the time, it's more pressure on the starters. This game is so individually driven 

statistically. Guys are out there trying to minimize runs as much as they can. Hitters are trying to get hits as much as they can. 

 

"It's a team effort, but that pitcher vs. hitter battle is very individualistic and I don't think pitchers are making their pitches in the 

third or fourth inning going, 'Well, we're not scoring many runs, I can't make a mistake here.'" 

 

Riggleman said in his opinion, pitchers are much more forward-thinking than that. 



 

"They feel like, 'I've got to get these guys out. I've got to impress the organization that I belong here, that I'm making progress. I 

always think there's that pressure. But I don't think it falls into the category of, 'We're going to lose this game if I give up a run here 

because we haven't been scoring much.'" 

 

Reds starter Cody Reed, who has thrown consecutive scoreless outings, concurred. His focus does not drift away from the job he has 

to do on the mound. 

 

"When I go out there, I just try to put up zeros," Reed said. "Runs will come. I think we have a really, really good hitting team. We 

have Joey Votto on our team. And we have Scooter Gennett and Eugenio Suarez. Those guys are up in the league leadings in a lot 

of things. Runs will come. 

 

"I think for pitchers, especially starters, we just want to put up zeros as long as we're out there. I know relievers want to do the same 

thing." 

 

This is a team that Reed said would more times than not, produce plenty of offense. 

 

"I think we're going to be just fine," Reed said. "We've got the guys on the team to score some runs. Jose Peraza is swinging the bat 

really well. Everyone is, really, so all in all I think we're going to be just fine." 

 

Besides, wins and losses have become secondary to other pitching stats. 

 

"You look at [Luis Castillo], he has a losing record [10-12], which is crazy," Reed noted. "When he's throwing in the 90s all the way 

to the ninth inning, people probably wonder how he has a losing record. 

 

"Stuff like that happens. Sometimes we get shut out; sometimes we've scored double digit runs. I don't worry about it. I just go out 

and do my job. And I think everyone else is trying to do theirs. Once it all comes together, I think the wins will come." 

 

Riggleman isn't on board, however, with discarding a pitcher's win-loss record. 

 

"It's an indictment on the game, that wins and losses for pitchers, they don't value [that]," Riggleman said. "Pitchers are much more 

interested in a lot of other numbers other than what's in the W column. 

 

"Now they're good teammates. They want to pitch well and win this game. But when they go to the contract table, they know that 

it's going to be a lot of other things affect their contract more so than the win and loss [record]." 

 

It's just how the game has evolved, Riggleman said. 

 

"I get it, the win and loss is out of the pitcher's hand a lot, but it's still to me has a lot of meaning -- how many games you win as a 

pitcher," he said. "It's just a different era." 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Cincinnati Reds lineup continues slump in 5-1 loss to Miami Marlins 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 9:35 p.m. ET Sept. 22, 2018 | Updated 10:42 p.m. ET Sept. 22, 2018 

 

MIAMI – With two runners on base and two outs in the top of the sixth inning Saturday, Scooter Gennett lined a fastball toward 

second base. 

 

The ball left Gennett’s bat at 101 mph, the hardest-hit ball of the game to that point. He took a few steps out of the box, hoping it 

would drive in a run, but instead watched it fly into the glove of Miami Marlins second baseman Starlin Castro. 

 

It was another rough day at the plate for the Reds, who avoided their second straight shutout when rookie Gabriel Guerrero hit a pinch-

hit, solo homer in the eighth inning in a 5-1 loss at Marlins Park. 

 

The Reds have scored 12 runs in their last nine games, posting a 3-6 record with one game remaining on their final road trip of the 

season.  

 



"We’ve been a pretty good offensive ballclub most of the year," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. "It’s been a real struggle 

this road trip in particular. We can hit. We’re just going through one of those periods where we’re not collectively putting a lot of hits 

together." 

 

Anthony DeSclafani, pitching against the team that traded him to the Reds, had his share of highlights and lowlights in front of 12,559 

fans. 

 

DeSclafani struck out 10 in 5 2/3 innings, matching his career high. His two-seam fastball darted across the plate at 95 mph, striking 

out the side in the second inning, all on called third strikes. 

 

"I had that comeback two-seamer," DeSclafani said. "I know it’s a big part of my game. I need that. I feel like if it’s on, then I make 

things a little bit easier on myself." 

 

Now the bad news: DeSclafani committed two errors in the bottom of the fourth inning, misplaying a slow chopper back to the mound 

and making an errant pickoff throw to second base. Two unearned runs scored on RBI singles from outfielders Lewis Brinson and 

Austin Dean. 

 

In the sixth inning, Dean ended DeSclafani’s night with a two-run homer to left field. 

 

"We’ve said it many times, that (third) time through the lineup," Riggleman said. "Shame on me for not making the adjustment 

quicker. I like the matchup him on Dean there, but Dean homered. We’ve had that happen numerous times. That one is on me." 

 

Saturday’s outing was a snapshot of how DeSclafani has pitched in the final month of the season. His velocity is fine. He pitches well 

in the early innings. Then a late home run spoils his start. 

 

DeSclafani owns a 7.04 ERA in five starts this month. 

 

"Yeah, that seems to be the story of every start," DeSclafani said. "It’s definitely frustrating. I’m just going to leave it at that. I don’t 

really know what else to say about it. 

 

"I don’t really care about strikeouts, to be honest with you. I just care about getting outs, getting through the lineups, getting through 

innings and keeping zeroes on the board. I’ll take 20 balls smoked right at people if it can mean zeroes." 

 

The Reds produced three hits against Miami’s rookie right-hander José Ureña, hitting into seven groundouts in 5 2/3 innings. 

 

Ureña struck out two while mostly pitching to contact. A trainer checked on him in the sixth inning as he pitched with cramps, then 

he gave up back-to-back singles to José Peraza and Joey Votto afterward. 

 

With Gennett stepping into the batter’s box and the Marlins holding onto a two-run lead, Ureña exited for left-handed reliever Jarlin 

Garcia. On a 2-1 count, Gennett lined out to second. 

 

"With the exception of Scooter’s night, the other night here, this Marlins club has really shut us down," Riggleman said. 

 

The Reds were scoreless for 19 consecutive innings before Guerrero, nephew of Hall of Famer Vladimir Guerrero, hit his first career 

home run. Called up to the big leagues earlier this month, it was his second career hit.  

 

Guerrero said he felt like he was floating when he ran around the bases. Luis Castillo, his teammate at Double-A Pensacola last year, 

gave him a hug in the dugout afterward.  

 

"It’s an awesome moment," Guerrero said. "Everyone dreams of that."  

 

The four-game series will conclude at 1:10 p.m. Sunday. 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds pitcher Michael Lorenzen will be limited to 60-70 pitches in his 2nd start 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 6:17 p.m. ET Sept. 22, 2018 | Updated 7:52 p.m. ET Sept. 22, 2018 

 

MIAMI – As Michael Lorenzen prepares to make his second start of the season Sunday against the Miami Marlins, he will throw 

again with another pitch count. 

 



“Lorenzen’s fighting that right now,” Reds  manager Jim Riggleman said. “I think (general manager) Nick Krall and I talked about it 

a little bit yesterday, throwing that 60-70 number around. Lorenzen wants to throw 160.” 

 

Against the Milwaukee Brewers on Tuesday, Lorenzen allowed one hit and one unearned run in his first start since his rookie season 

in 2015. He threw 52 pitches, 36 for strikes. 

 

Lorenzen has reached 60 pitches twice this season, averaging closer to 30 per appearance. 

 

“We haven’t built him to this bigger range,” Riggleman said. “I have no doubt at all that he could go out there and throw 90 pitches 

anyway, but we are where we are in the standings. There’s no reason to stretch it out and take any chances. See what we can learn 

with his outings and evaluate his outings on 60-70 pitches and move on from there.” 

 

If Lorenzen pitches well Sunday, Riggleman said he could make one more start to end the season. With two off days next week, the 

Reds could change the order of their rotation. 

 

During his first start, Lorenzen said he was always aware of his pitch count. 

 

“I definitely pitched to it last time,” Lorenzen said. “Walking the leadoff hitter, I was not happy because I knew my pitch count was 

going to play in that. I just knew every inning I had to be extremely efficient. 

 

“At the same time, it did help me out a little bit because I knew I couldn’t mess around. I had to attack. Otherwise, I’m just going to 

go out there and throw 2 1/3 and be done in 50 (pitches). I didn’t want that. I wanted to see how long I could go and how deep I could 

go.” 

 

UTLEY RULE: During the bottom of the eighth inning Friday, Marlins outfielder Magneuris Sierra attempted a sacrifice bunt with a 

runner on first base and no outs. 

 

Sierra’s bunt rolled to the mound where Reds right-hander Luis Castillo fired to second base, trying to start a double play. Shortstop 

Blake Trahan caught the force out, but his throw to first base wasn’t quick enough for the speedy Sierra. 

 

It turned into a double play when Riggleman challenged the slide at second base from outfielder Isaac Galloway. After a review that 

lasted more than two minutes, it was determined that “the runner failed to engage in a bona-fide slide. Additionally, the runner’s 

actions hindered and impeded the fielder.”   

 

“That play was so normal back in the day that until Bo (Thompson) called down, I didn’t even think about it,” said Riggleman, 

referring to the team’s replay coordinator from the clubhouse. 

 

The slide rule at second base, unofficially known as the “Chase Utley rule,” was implemented in 2016 after Utley slid past second 

base in a playoff game and sent New York Mets infielder Ruben Tejada airborne. Tejada broke his leg on the play. 

 

Galloway didn’t knock over Trahan, but he popped up off the bag and collided with Trahan’s left leg. 

 

“I knew he had hit me pretty well,” Trahan said of Galloway’s slide. “I knew I didn’t go over the bag and he had to come over. I 

didn’t know if the ruling was going to get changed or not, but it definitely helped in that situation.” 

 

It was the first time Trahan has been involved in the new slide rule, saying it takes an adjustment for all players. 

 

“I liked the hard-core baseball, that was always fun when we were growing up and seeing that,” Trahan said. “The rules have changed, 

and we just have to deal with them.” 

 

ANOTHER 90: The Reds lost their 89th game of the season Friday, putting them on the verge of their fourth consecutive 90-loss 

season. 

 

It would be the first time since 1930-34 that the Reds lost at least 90 games in four straight years. The Reds haven’t reached the 

playoffs since 2013. 

 

PERAZA FEELING BETTER: Reds shortstop José Peraza returned to the lineup Saturday after he was a late scratch Friday. 

 

Peraza missed Friday’s game because of an illness and he was taken out of the lineup less than an hour before the first pitch. Trahan 

filled his spot at shortstop. 

 

 



Cincinnati Reds coaches Billy Hatcher, Pat Kelly interested in interviewing for managerial jobs 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 7:30 p.m. ET Sept. 22, 2018 | Updated 7:51 p.m. ET Sept. 22, 2018 

 

MIAMI – During most home games this season, Reds interim bench coach Pat Kelly sat in the manager’s office during Jim 

Riggleman’s postgame press conferences with reporters. 

 

Managing at the minor league level, Kelly usually didn’t face daily postgame questions and he wanted to see how Riggleman interacted 

with the media. Kelly said he did the same thing when he was a bench coach for interim manager Pete Mackanin in 2007. 

 

Kelly, 63, has never received an interview for a Major League managerial position, but of course, he would like to do it if a team was 

interested. 

 

“That’s my goal,” Kelly said. “I’d like to do it someday. If I get the opportunity – I’ve never had the opportunity before – I’d like to 

get the chance. At my age, you have to be realistic but there’s always hope.” 

 

The Reds are conducting a search for their permanent manager. Dick Williams, the team’s president of baseball operations, previously 

said Jim Riggleman would receive an interview but didn’t confirm any other candidates. 

 

Third-base coach Billy Hatcher, in his 13th year in the Reds’ organization, said he started thinking of becoming a manager, if the 

opportunity presented itself, within the last five years. 

 

“It’s not something that I’ve always wanted to do,” Hatcher said. “I think since I got into coaching and seen things the way they are, 

I think the last five years, I’ve leaned more toward I wanted to manage. Sometimes you’re happy doing what you’re doing, being a 

coach in baseball. I’ve been at third, first, bench, and the next thing for me is to manage. Yes, I would like to have an opportunity but 

it’s not like if I don’t, it’s the end of the world.” 

 

Hatcher, who played in the Majors for 12 seasons, has spent time as a third-base, first-base and bench coach throughout his coaching 

career. He also serves as the outfield and baserunning coach for the Reds this season. 

 

The Texas Rangers fired manager Jeff Banister on Friday, and there will be more openings in the next few weeks. Would Hatcher try 

to pursue managerial jobs outside of the Reds’ organization? 

 

“Not really,” he said. “When you’re with an organization for as long as I’ve been with Cincinnati, you know the organization. You 

know the people. I would feel more comfortable here in Cincinnati than anywhere else. Not saying I wouldn’t do it anywhere else, 

but if the opportunity came, I’d rather for it to be with Cincinnati than somewhere else.” 

 

Kelly has spent more than 25 seasons managing in the minor leagues, but with the hope of eventually earning a Major League 

managerial job, he chose to manage for several seasons in winter ball. 

 

When Riggleman was named the Reds’ interim manager in April, Kelly was promoted to bench coach after starting the season as the 

manager at Triple-A Louisville. 

 

“It’s really the one thing I haven’t done in this game,” Kelly said of managing in the Majors. ‘One of the reasons I went so many years 

to winter ball, besides supplementing a minor league manager’s salary, was for that experience. One, to manage Major League players. 

Two, to play every night to win more than player development. To me, that was my training for the big leagues. When I came back 

home to do player development, I realized my job was developing the players.” 

 

It was the first time Kelly worked for Riggleman and he said he’s benefitted from learning from another manager. Both of them, along 

with pitching coach Danny Darwin, actually played against each other when they were all in Double-A in 1977. 

 

“As a minor league manager, you don’t have any opportunities to watch somebody else manage except maybe the guy in the other 

dugout,” Kelly said. “It’s been nice to sit alongside Jim. I’m amazed at how he’s got the matchups and he knows exactly who that guy 

is going to use and who he is not going to use if he uses a certain person. To me, that part has been really interesting.” 

 

Whether Kelly or Hatcher receive interviews for managerial positions or not, they are both proud of their coaching careers. 

 

“You know, I was blessed to have some good coaches that played and gave me some insight on playing and coaching,” Hatcher said. 

“That’s all I really want to do with some players. If I can help them in any sense become a better player or if they want to coach, 

become a coach, it’s all about giving back. Baseball has been good to me so any time I can give back, I will give back.” 

 

 



Transactions 
 

09/22/18  

Chicago Cubs selected the contract of SS Mike Freeman from Iowa Cubs. 

Minnesota Twins transferred RHP Ervin Santana from the 10-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Reoccurring symptoms 

related to his original injury to his third finger MCP joint on his right hand. 

Minnesota Twins selected the contract of C Juan Graterol from Rochester Red Wings. 

Chicago White Sox activated LF Leury Garcia from the 10-day disabled list. 

  

 


