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Sacramento River Cats 

River Cats come up dry in 4-1 loss to Rainiers 

 

Tacoma, WA - The Sacramento River Cats (40-59) were unable to give starter Andrew Suarez the run 

support he needed tonight, falling 4-1 to the Tacoma Rainiers (50-50) Saturday night. 

 

Suarez held the Rainiers in check over his six innings despite loading the bases twice, holding them to 

three runs (two earned) and stranding seven men on base. The left-hander set a season-high in pitches 

thrown tonight by tossing 107 (66 strikes) while walking three and striking out four. All seven of Suarez's 

surrendered hits were singles tonight and he allowed a run in the first inning for the first time this 

season. 

 

The River Cats offense wasn't able to provide much support tonight, managing just one run coming off a 

wild pitch by Tacoma starter Christian Bergman. Bregman stifled Sacramento's offense as they managed 

just five hits over his seven frames. Second baseman Ali Castillo collected two of the team's six hits and 

Ryder Jones registered the only extra base hit, a double in the fourth. 

 

Sacramento will send left-hander Matt Gage (0-3, 6.38) to the hill tomorrow for game three of the 

series. Right-hander Sam Gaviglio (2-4, 3.82) will get the start for Tacoma. First pitch is set for 1:35 p.m. 

(PT) and the game can be heard live on the air on ESPN 1320 and online at rivercats.com. 

 

Postgame Notes 

 

Suarez: Andrew Suarez picked up his fourth loss this season…the Giants' No. 10 prospect is now 2-1 with 

a 2.00 ERA in three road starts (18 IP, 4 ER)…tossed his third quality start this year. 

 

Castillo: Ali Castillo extended his hitting streak to six games tonight…hitting .444 (11-for-25) with five RBI 

and four runs…four of his nine two-hit games have come during his streak…hitting .355 in July (22-for-

62). 

 

Sac Starters: After Suarez's start tonight, River Cats starters now own a 1.88 ERA in their last five 

combined outings (28.2 IP, 6 ER). 

 

River Cats pen: The Sacramento bullpen owns a 5.29 ERA over their last five combined outings (19 IP, 11 

ER). 

 

Three Or More: Sacramento is now 4-35 when scoring three runs or fewer…in their last six games, the 

River Cats have scored more than three runs just once. 

 

Richmond Flying Squirrels 

Squirrels Struggles Continue; Streak Reaches Five Straight 

 

Akron, Ohio - The Flying Squirrels (39-58) left the tying run on third base in the ninth inning on Saturday, 

dropping their fifth straight contests by a final of 5-4 at Canal Park. Richmond, abandoned ten runners in 

the defeat, sinking their streak to the second longest of the season. K.C. Hobson once again carried the 

offense, smashing a three-run homer in the fourth inning. The Squirrels will seek to snap the five-game 

slide and conclude the seven-game road trip against the RubberDucks on Sunday afternoon at 2:05 p.m. 



 

The Squirrels came close from rallying down by two runs in the ninth, but came up short in the defeat. 

Facing closer Cameron Hill, Slade Heathcott walked on four pitches to begin the inning. After C.J. 

Hinojosa grounded, out, Myles Schroder also worked a walk. Schroder and Heathcott then executed a 

double steal, placing the tying runs in scoring position. Jerry Sands grounded home Heathcott to pull 

within one, however Hill closed out the game by striking out Hobson.  

 

The 'Ducks struck for a pair of runs on the first inning off of Richmond lefty Nate Reed. Joe Sever rolled a 

base hit into center and scored the game's first run on a double off the bat of Francisco Mejia. Reed 

unleashed a wild pitch, moving Mejia to third and a ground ball out brought him home for the early 2-0 

advantage.  

 

Reed relinquished another run in the second and one more in the fourth to fall behind 4-0. Akron drew 

four walks over the first three innings and forced Reed to throw 69 pitches in that span. The 'Ducks 

loaded the bases after scoring in the third, but Reed escaped by getting Greg Allen to ground out to 

second base.  

 

Richmond surged back into the game with a three-run top of the fourth. C.J. Hinojosa reached on an 

error to start the inning and Jerry Sands looped a one-out base hit to right. Slugger K.C. Hobson then 

stepped to the plate and launched his sixth home run of the season, pulling the Squirrels to within a run, 

4-3. It was an arduous inning for starting lefty Matt Whitehouse, who tossed 33 pitches in the frame. 

 

Both starers lasted only five innings, with Reed being replaced by Seth Rosin. Reed (1-2) departed after 

throwing 93 pitches. He allowed four runs on six hits, walking five in his second start for Richmond. 

Rosin was touched up for a run in the sixth, yielding a double and a pair of sacrifices to score the fifth 

and decisive run. 

 

Richmond relievers Jarret Martin and Cody Hall each tossed a scoreless inning to finish the inning. The 

Squirrels out-hit Akron 11-8 and have now out-hit the RubberDucks in each of the first three games of 

the series.  

 

The Flying Squirrels conclude the seven-game road trip on Sunday afternoon in Akron, Ohio. Richmond 

RHP Cory Taylor is scheduled to make the start against LHP Tomas Pannone for Akron. 

 

San Jose Giants 

Late Rally Falls Short In 5-4 Loss 

 

SAN JOSE, CA - The San Jose Giants dropped their second straight game to the Rancho Cucamonga 

Quakes with a 5-4 loss on Saturday evening in front of a sellout crowd at Municipal Stadium. The Giants 

(42-57 overall, 12-17 second half) scored once in the bottom of the ninth and had the potential tying 

and winning runs in scoring position with two outs before their rally fell short. 

 

Bryan Reynolds (4-for-5, 2 RBI) singled four times and drove in a pair of runs to lead San Jose offensively 

in defeat. Steven Duggar (2-for-3, 2B) and Aramis Garcia (2-for-5, RBI) also finished with two hits apiece. 

Pablo Sandoval started at DH for the Giants in his first game since returning to the San Francisco 

organization and went 1-for-4 with a single and a walk. 

 



Rancho Cucamonga never trailed in the contest scoring five runs over the first three innings against San 

Jose starter Conner Menez before hanging on for the victory. The game began with a double off the bat 

of Drew Jackson before DJ Peters delivered a one-out RBI single to give the Quakes an early 1-0 lead. 

 

The Giants tied the game in the bottom of the first with four consecutive singles to start the inning, but 

missed an opportunity to take the lead. Three straight singles from Duggar, Reynolds and Sandoval 

loaded the bases with none out before Garcia stepped to the plate and lined a game-tying RBI single into 

left center. Ryan Howard though followed by lining out to second with Sandoval doubled off at second 

base on the play. Jonah Arenado then grounded out to abruptly end the inning. 

 

Rancho Cucamonga then immediately reclaimed the lead with a two-run top of the second. Omar 

Estevez led off by drawing a walk before Zach McKinstry singled. Both runners then scored when Ibandel 

Isabel blasted a triple off the right field fence. The two-RBI hit put the Quakes in front 3-1. Menez did 

prevent further damage when he set down the next three hitters on a pop out and two strikeouts to 

retire the side. 

 

San Jose got one run back in the bottom of the second as Ronnie Jebavy led off with a fly ball into 

shallow center that was dropped by Johan Mieses for an error. The misplay allowed Jebavy to reach 

second base. Matt Winn and Jalen Miller then each struck out before Duggar drew a walk. Reynolds 

followed with a single into left bringing home Jebavy to cut the Rancho Cucamonga lead to 3-2. Quakes 

starter Caleb Ferguson though came back to retire Sandoval on a fly out to left ending the inning. 

 

The Quakes then took advantage of two Giants errors in the top of the third to score two more runs. 

Luke Raley led off by getting hit by a pitch before Mieses walked with one out. Estevez followed with a 

single to left to load the bases for Rancho Cucamonga. McKinstry then hit a grounder back to Menez, 

who threw wildly to the plate in an effort to force out Raley. The error scored one run and when the 

catcher Winn's throw back to Menez covering the plate skipped away again, Mieses also scored to make 

it 5-2. Two errors - one on the pitcher and the other on the catcher - were charged on the play. 

 

San Jose closed the gap to 5-3 with a single run in the bottom of the fourth. Walks to Winn and Duggar 

before a Reynolds single loaded the bases with one out. Sandoval then hit a grounder into the hole at 

deep shortstop that Estevez fielded and threw to first to get the out. The groundout brought home Winn 

to trim the Quakes lead to two runs. Ferguson then retired Garcia on a fly out to center stranded two 

runners in scoring position. 

 

The game would then remain at 5-3 all the way until the bottom of the ninth. Three Giants relievers - 

Matt Solter (3 IP, 2 H, 0 R, 1 BB, 4 SO), Heath Slatton (2 IP, 1 H, 0 R, 0 BB, 2 SO) and Dylan Rheault (1 IP, 1 

H, 0 R, 1 BB, 0 SO) - combined for six scoreless innings out of the bullpen. 

 

Meanwhile, Ferguson and Rancho Cucamonga reliever Andrew Istler combined to retire 16 straight San 

Jose hitters from the fourth through the ninth inning. Ferguson finished his outing after a perfect 

bottom of the sixth. The Quakes starter set down the last eight Giants hitters that he faced. Istler then 

worked back-to-back 1-2-3 innings in the seventh and eighth before retiring the first two batters of the 

bottom of the ninth. Down to their last out, San Jose though would mount a rally. Duggar kept the game 

alive by crushing a double off the center field fence. Reynolds then lined a single into left center to easily 

score Duggar trimming the Rancho Cucamonga lead to 5-4. Sandoval was up next and he worked a full-

count walk to advance Reynolds to second. A pitching change brought Tony Gonsolin into the game, but 

with Garcia at the plate, a wild pitch advanced Reynolds, the possible tying run, to third and pinch-



runner John Polonius, the potential winning run, to second. Gonsolin though settled down and struck 

out Garcia on a 1-2 high fastball to end the game. 

 

Ferguson (7-4) earned the win after tossing six innings with three runs (two earned) and seven hits 

allowed. The left-hander, who entered the game fourth in the California League with a 3.01 ERA, walked 

four and struck out three. Gonsolin collected his second save of the year. 

 

Menez (6-5) was charged with five runs (three earned) in his three innings of work to take the loss. He 

gave up five hits, walked two and struck out six during his 82-pitch outing. 

 

Notes 

* Rancho Cucamonga has won two out of the first three games in the series. 

* The Giants are 5-12 against the Quakes this season and will look to avoid losing all five of their series' 

to Rancho Cucamonga this year when the current set wraps-up tomorrow night. 

* Reynolds has picked-up a hit in seven out of his last eight at-bats going back to Friday (six singles and a 

double). He now ranks sixth in the California League with a .313 batting average. 

* Saturday's outing was Menez's shortest start of the season (17 starts). 

* Both teams finished with nine hits. 

* All nine of San Jose's hits came from the top four spots in the batting order (Duggar, Reynolds, 

Sandoval, Garcia). The #5 through #9 hitters were a combined 0-for-18. 

* Sandoval signed a minor league contract with the San Francisco Giants earlier Saturday after he was 

released by the Boston Red Sox. Sandoval played for San Jose originally during the 2007 and 2008 

seasons combining for 23 home runs, 58 doubles, 111 RBI's and a .316 batting average over 170 games. 

* Saturday's attendance was 4,375 - the fourth sellout for the Giants at Municipal Stadium in their last 

10 home dates. 

 

On Deck 

The Giants and Quakes conclude their four-game series on Sunday evening with first pitch at Municipal 

Stadium scheduled for 5:00 PM. Mike Connolly (4-7, 4.31 ERA) is slated to start on the mound for San 

Jose while Rancho Cucamonga is expected to counter with Adam Bray (4-2, 4.00 ERA). Christmas in July 

Week continues at the ballpark while it's also an Alliance Credit Union Kids Eat Free Sunday. 

 

SF Gate 

Pablo Sandoval goes 1-for-4 with S.J. Giants 

Alexandrea Alphonso 

 

It was Christmas in July at San Jose Municipal Stadium on Saturday night, and the San Jose Giants’ 

festive red-and-green jerseys weren’t the only attention-grabbers on the field. 

 

Pablo Sandoval, one of the pillars of the San Francisco Giants’ championship runs in 2010, 2012 and 

2014, was back in the minor leagues for his former major-league team. Hours after expressing regrets at 

how he handled his abrupt departure from the Giants, Sandoval’s redemption tour continued 50 miles 

south as the designated hitter for the Giants’ California League affiliate. 

 

Wearing a jersey with his familiar No. 48 — adorned with Christmas trees on this promotional evening 

— Sandoval received loud cheers from the crowd as he stepped up to the plate for his first at-bat 

against the Rancho Cucamonga Quakes. He singled and later drove in a run on ground out, finishing 1-

for-4 with a walk in San Jose’s 5-4 loss. 



“It’s a win-win for everyone,” said Bruce Gatjen of Sunnyvale. “The fans and organization have nothing 

to lose. I’m happy he’s back. We need help at third base, and we just had recorded our first non-sellout 

game (at AT&T Park) in years — this could be what the team needs.” 

 

A handful of fans were proudly wearing their Panda hats, and a scattering of his old jerseys dotted the 

crowd. One fan even bid the maximum $700 to win Sandoval’s Christmas jersey in a pre-game auction. 

 

Still, regaining full support from the Giants’ faithful is going to be a work in progress. 

San Jose resident Kathleen Miles was on hand with her family to support her son and his Boy Scout 

troop during a pre-game ceremony. Theirs is a household divided on Sandoval’s return. 

 

“I’m happy he’s come back. It’s been a tough start to the season so we need any boost we can get,” 

Kathleen said. “But he still needs to reconnect with the fan base. Being in the community is important to 

the fans, so he will need to be more involved in what’s happening locally.” 

 

Said her husband, Mike: “I’ve been a long-time Giants supporter so that will remain, but I’m not a fan of 

Pablo Sandoval’s return. I didn’t like how he left the team. Sometimes the most hated person can help 

drive attention, so that might work in our favor.” 

 

“It was a dramatic departure,” echoed Joseph Von Haunalter, of Scotts Valley (Santa Cruz County). “He 

does bring a lot of energy to field, so he’ll have to redeem himself through his performance in the 

game.” 

 

Sandoval is expected to play third base for Triple-A Sacramento beginning Tuesday night, when the River 

Cats return from the road. 

 

Salem-Keizer Volcanoes 

Volcanoes bow out in nail-biter to Canadians 7-6 

 

KEIZER, Ore. - The Salem-Keizer Volcanoes fought tooth and nail to the very end with the Vancouver 

Canadians, but ultimately fell a run shy of knotting the game in the bottom of the ninth 7-6 on July 22 at 

Volcanoes Stadium. 

 

Salem-Keizer had the upper hand early on with a two-run bottom of the first inning. Northwest League 

All Star Malique Ziegler led off the frame with a two-bagger to right field and scored thereafter on a 

single by third baseman Shane Matheny. 

 

After a base knock by left fielder Bryce Johnson, first baseman Ryan Kirby advanced Matheny over to 

third with a fly ball to center. The next batter was second baseman Orlando Garcia, who tapped a 

ground out to third base and scored Matheny to extend the lead to 2-0. 

 

Yet, the Volcanoes' lead evaporated into thin air when the Canadians knotted the score at 2-2 all in the 

following top half. First baseman Kacy Clemens kicked off the inning with a single and eventually stole 

second, even though he would have been caught in a rundown if shortstop Manuel Geraldo was able to 

hold onto the ball before he applied the tag. 

 

Volcanoes starting pitcher Matt Lujan retired the next batsmen before walking left fielder Norberto 

Obeso. With Clemens now on third after advancing on a ground ball, the nine-hole hitter Brandon Polizzi 



pulled a grounder in the left infield hole. Geraldo gloved and made a valiant throw to first, but Polizzi 

legged out Geraldo's throw, scoring Clemens and cutting the lead to 2-1. Center fielder Reggie Pruitt 

followed suit with a base hit, which drove in Obeso to tie the ballgame. 

 

Both offenses were held scoreless in the third inning, but the Canadians took the lead in the top of the 

fourth. After inducing a ground ball out to the first batter, newly inserted pitcher Peter Lannoo walked 

then proceeding two Canadians. The Volcanoes recorded force out at second, setting up runners on the 

corners with two out. 

 

Lannoo then faced second baseman Kevin Vicuna, who scalded a liner off of Lannoo that ricocheted to 

the right side of the infield grass. Vicuna reached safely on the play, allowing Obeso score the go-ahead 

run of the contest for the Canadians. Shortstop Logan Warmoth tacked on some insurance with a run-

scoring single to elevate the lead to 4-2. 

 

The score remained 4-2 until the top of the seventh inning when the Canadians widened the gap a run 

more. Obeso picked up his first hit and run batted in with a grounder through the right side of the 

infield, which augmented the lead to 5-2. 

 

Salem-Keizer's bats simmered after their two-run first frame and went scoreless for five consecutive 

innings, but ignited in the bottom of the seventh. The Volcanoes began the inning with three-straight 

base hits to pull within 5-3. 

 

Moments later, with the bases juiced, Johnson dribbled a grounder to between second and first base 

that Vicuna snared, but could not get a good grip on as Johnson reached and right fielder Dalton Combs 

scored as the Volcanoes inched closer 5-4. Kirby tied the game at 5-5 all with a sacrifice fly to left field 

later in the inning. 

 

Alas, the score teetered back into the Canadians favor in the top of the eighth. With two outs and two 

on, Clemens rocketed a deep drive into the left center gap. Ziegler darted diagonally towards the gap, 

leaped and soared like Superman at the fly ball, but landed on the turf any empty man as Clemens 

sprinted into third with a two-run three-bagger. 

 

In the bottom of the ninth and down 7-5, the Volcanoes gave it one last hurrah. Ziegler led off with a 

base on balls, stole second base and reached third on balk by Canadians reliever Orlando Pascual. The 

next two Volcanoes struck out, but Kirby walked setting up runners on the corners for Garcia. 

 

Vancouver made a pitching change, swapping Pascual for righty hurler William Ouellette to pitch to 

Garcia. During Garcia's at-bat, Ouellette threw a wild pitch that plated Ziegler and brought the score to 

7-6. Garcia then ran the count full and on the 3-2 offering he hit a sharp ball to the glove of Vicuna for 

the final out of the ballgame. 

 

Pascual was handed the victory in relief, raising his record to 2-0 on the year. Miguel Burgos was 

charged with his second blown save of the year, and Ouellette earned his fourth save of 2017. John 

Russell lost his first game of the season for the Volcanoes, dropping his record to 1-1. 

 

Six Canadian hitters had multi-hit performances on the night, including two three-hit games by Vicuna 

and Warmoth. Kirby, Combs and designated hitter Michael Sexton each had two-hit performances. 

 



Salem-Keizer will play the fourth game of the five-game series against Vancouver today at Volcanoes 

Stadium. Canadians southpaw Brody Rodning (0-1, 5.40 ERA) and Volcanoes right-hander Stetson 

Woods (2-0, 1.82 ERA) will be the game's starting pitching matchup. First pitch is at 6:35 p.m. 




