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San Francisco Chronicle 
In this year’s NL West, Giants’ record is no catastrophe 
Bruce Jenkins 
 
The Giants have a friend in the NL West standings. It’s there for reassurance in times of broken 
bones, concussions and base runners left stranded. And it didn’t flinch Wednesday at AT&T 
Park, when the essence of a complex ballgame was a guy named Scooter. 
 
This was a 6-3 loss that left ample room for postgame regret. A better pitch here, a bolder 
strategy there, maybe the Giants wind up with a three-game sweep of the Cincinnati Reds. But 
those are the minutiae that vanish within hours, with a new task at hand. 
 
What didn’t change Wednesday was the Giants’ 3½-game deficit behind first-place Arizona. 
What’s likely to remain constant is the Giants’ undeniably firm position in this race. It’s looking 
like that kind of year, as opposed to 2017, and for that everyone should be thankful. 
 
Last year at this time, the Giants felt prematurely doomed. No self-respecting team falls out of 
contention in early May, but that was the Giants’ fate — and they looked the part. They 
confronted a ton of bad luck and doubled down with some terrible play on the field. 
 
Nobody’s calling this year’s team a World Series contender, but the standings are observation 
free. They merely present the facts. They show an Arizona team that broke a six-game losing 
streak with a victory Tuesday, then cascaded back to mediocrity (8-2 loss to Milwaukee) after 
learning that their All-Star-caliber center fielder, A.J. Pollock, would be lost for up to two 
months with a fractured thumb. 
 
These standings show a second-place Colorado team that hasn’t been hitting — something 
about as implausible as the Warriors averaging 80 points a game. They show the fourth-place 
Dodgers in absolute free fall, something perhaps even the slugging Justin Turner (back from a 
broken wrist) cannot fix. 
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The Dodgers haven’t hit, pitched, fielded or run the bases to anyone’s satisfaction. They 
recently got swept by the Reds in a four-game series at home. “Our fate obviously looks bleak 
right now,” said manager Dave Roberts. “This is testing every bit of fight you have. This is a 
stretch that a lot of these guys haven’t gone through.” 
 
Especially after going all the way to last year’s World Series. In an acerbic tweet, Los Angeles 
Times beat writer Andy McCullough noted, “The good news is that if the Dodgers can play .600 
ball the rest of the way, they’ll win 88 games.” 
 
As for the Giants, who looked entirely capable of coming back from a 4-0 deficit pinned on 
starter Andrew Suarez, Wednesday’s game was pretty much stolen by Ryan Joseph (Scooter) 
Gennett, a second baseman of considerable talent. 
 
In the sixth inning, with the bases loaded, two out and the Giants trailing 5-3, Gorkys Hernandez 
hit a lazy pop-up down the right-field line. Racing halfway across China Basin to the scene, and 
in grave danger of being trampled by right fielder Scott Schebler, Gennett somehow made a 
lunging catch in fair territory to stun the crowd and prevent a tie game. 
 
Then Gennett showed why his 2017 power surge (27 homers) was no fluke, drilling a Cory 
Gearrin pitch into the right-field arcade for a seventh-inning homer and a 6-3 lead that felt — 
and indeed was — secure. 
 
Adding to the torment, ex-Giant Adam Duvall made a huge impression with his three-run 
homer off Suarez in the first inning. And when the Giants didn’t test Duvall’s arm in the second 
— Miguel Gomez held third base with one out on Gregor Blanco’s flyball to shallow left — the 
decision looked particularly embarrassing when Duvall made a hilariously bad throw to the 
plate, not only weak but at least 20 feet offline. 
 
There isn’t much chatter in the postgame clubhouse in the wake of defeat, but again, the 
reminder: This isn’t last year. Those division standings remain loyal to the Giants’ cause. And in 
Bochy’s words, it’s “refreshing” to know that. 
 
“Especially after that skid we hit there (losing six straight on the road),” he said. “We didn’t fall 
back. It’s really too early to be talking about that, but still, these games are important. And this 
isn’t about trying to hold ground. We’re trying to make up ground, and the guys are doing a 
good job, they really are. We’re gonna hit our ups and downs. What’s gonna be important is 
that we’re resilient.” 
 
Perhaps there’s some perspective in this: When Madison Bumgarner returned from his dirt-bike 
injury last year, the season seemed irretrievably lost. Whenever that moment arrives this year 
— and it won’t be long — the Giants figure to be relevant, competitive, even dangerous. It just 
might be an event. 
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San Francisco Chronicle 
Giants have no plans to move bullpens following Williamson injury 
Henry Schulman 
 
The instant Mac Williamson tripped over the bullpen mound at AT&T Park on April 24 and 
landed on the concussion list, the Giants began to hear another round of calls to move the 
bullpens off the playing field, as 27 teams have done. 
 
It won’t happen, Giants President and Chief Executive Officer Larry Baer said Wednesday, 
because the club feels there is no place else to put them. 
 
“One injury is one too many,” Baer said. “Of course we would look at alternatives that would 
make it safer for the players, fans and anybody else. Obviously netting is happening 
everywhere. But the reality is there aren’t alternatives.” 
 
The most popular fan suggestion is ripping out the kale garden in center field to build a two-tier 
bullpen, like many ballparks have. Baer said it’s not that simple because of everything else 
going on behind that fence, including storage for equipment and concessions. 
 
The Giants would have space in right-center if they clipped Triples Alley with a new fence, but 
Baer said that becomes a baseball question, and neither the front office nor manager Bruce 
Bochy has suggested the change. 
 
“We put the team together with that in mind on and off through the years,” he said. “It’s our 
19th season in the new ballpark. We’ve had a good record. 
 
“The reality is, we have 12½ acres in a super-tight footprint. We knew that the minute we took 
the site we were going to have to design the ballpark features with that in mind. That’s one of 
the reasons the bullpens are where they are.” 
 
The Giants, Rays and A’s are the only teams that have bullpens on the playing field. 
 
Finally, Rockies: The Giants have played the Dodgers 10 times. They have had a home-and-
home with the Padres and Diamondbacks, and have played the Reds, Nationals, Pirates, Phillies, 
Braves and even the Angels and Mariners from the American League. 
 
Finally, in their 45th game Thursday night, the Giants will get their first look at a Colorado 
Rockies squad that has a legitimate shot at winning the division. 
 
These are the Alice in Wonderland Rockies. They are 7-11 at Coors Field and 16-9 on the road. 
Pitching has been the key. Colorado owns the National League’s lowest opponents’ batting 
average (.216) and OPS (.653) on the road. 
 
Briefly: Brandon Belt’s streak of five games with a homer against the Reds is the longest Giants 
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streak against a single team since Barry Bonds homered in six straight against the Padres in 
2001. ... Cory Gearrin allowed a Scooter Gennett homer in the seventh inning Wednesday. Jose 
Valdez followed with two shutout innings. 
 
San Francisco Chronicle 
Giants’ Brandon Belt criticizes umpire after loss to Reds 
Henry Schulman 
 
Brandon Belt has been on fire at the plate. He homered in all three games of a series against 
the Reds at AT&T Park that started with two Giants wins and ended Wednesday with a 6-3 Reds 
victory. 
 
Belt’s strike-zone awareness has been off the charts, a huge reason he will take a .301 average 
into Thursday night’s series opener against the Rockies. 
 
When Wednesday’s loss ended with Belt looking at a full-count third strike from Rafael Iglesias, 
leaving Brandon Crawford at first base and Evan Longoria on deck, Belt was not happy. 
 
His feelings were not soothed more than 20 minutes later when he went off on home-plate 
umpire Doug Eddings in an uncharacteristic criticism that surely will cost the first baseman a 
few dollars, particularly when he insinuated that Eddings just wanted the game over with. 
 
Belt said Eddings “multiple times,” including Wednesday, has talked about how he wants to get 
through games quickly. 
 
“There are just some times when you have a feeling that one or two of them are trying to get 
the game over with, whether that’s through what they say or what they do,” Belt said. 
 
“That just can’t happen. You can’t have these guys affecting games and affecting careers. We 
had a really good hitter coming up after that who could have tied the game for us and he never 
got that chance because (Eddings) calls a ball so far off the plate I don’t think I could have 
touched it.” 
 
Asked if Eddings might have been joking, Belt said. “I don’t know, but if you say it enough you 
start to believe it. I’m not sure if that’s connected or not, but if you don’t want it to be, don’t 
say it.” 
 
Crew chief Joe West declined to respond, saying, “I don’t comment on postgame comments 
and things said in anger.” 
 
Belt’s words were a fittingly strange coda to a game the Giants could have won if not for some 
self-inflicted wounds, a separate umpire’s ruling against them and a dream first inning on both 
sides of the ball by former Giant Adam Duvall. 
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Duvall’s three-run homer gave the Reds a 4-0 lead four batters into the first inning. Andrew 
Suarez needed 29 pitches to get an out and 36 to retire the side. Suarez rebounded to last six 
innings. 
 
The Giants stormed back for two in the bottom of the first and could have had a huge inning 
when Pablo Sandoval shot a ball into the left-center gap. But Duvall made a diving catch on 
what became a sacrifice fly that Matt Harvey was glad to absorb. 
 
An inning later, the Giants had runners on second and third with nobody out but failed to score 
after Miguel Gomez tagged at third on Gregor Blanco’s one-out fly to left and did not run home, 
even when Duvall airmailed a throw to the fence near the Giants’ on-deck circle and catcher 
Tucker Barnhart could not find the ball — or pretended he couldn’t. 
 
Andrew McCutchen then flied out. 
 
“When you break off the bag, you want to watch the throw,” manager Bruce Bochy said. 
“That’s instinct there and he didn’t quite read it. He’s a young kid. At the time that’s a huge 
run.” 
 
The Reds did get a huge run on a Nick Hundley passed ball after the Giants thought the fifth 
inning ended on a Joey Votto grounder to first. But the umps ruled, after conferring, that the 
ball hit Votto’s foot and thus was foul. Bochy disagreed, saying, “That’s a fair ball.” 
 
When the Giants failed to score after loading the bases with one out in the sixth, their best 
chance to win ended. 
 
Bochy sent pinch-hitters Austin Jackson and Gorkys Hernandez to the plate against lefty Wandy 
Peralta even though he had Crawford and Buster Posey on the bench. 
 
Bochy said he wanted to stay away from Posey a day after he was drilled by a vicious Votto foul 
tip, and feared the Reds would summon righty David Hernandez, who has been tough on the 
Giants, if he sent Crawford to the plate. 
 
San Francisco Chronicle 
Giants pregame: Updates on Posey, Crawford, Bumgarner, plus lineups 
Henry Schulman 
 
Buster Posey said the shot he took to the mask in the ninth inning Tuesday night was one of the 
worst of his career, but he seemed fine in the clubhouse Wednesday and manager Bruce Bochy 
said Posey was not being checked for a concussion. 
 
Posey is off, however, and the Joey Votto foul tip has something to do with it. Bochy wanted to 
give him a whole game off, and not even play him at first base, to avoid further risk. 
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Brandon Crawford is off, too. It's tough to sit a guy who is the hottest in the majors for May 
(.455 batting average, 1.103 OPS), coming off a four-hit game, but the shortstop has not had a 
day off since the final game of April and has been dealing with back stiffness. 
 
It's always easier to rest key guys in the third game of a series in which you have won the first 
two. 
 
The Giants seek their second series sweep of the season and their first against the Braves of at 
least three games since 2002. 
 
Andrew Suarez will face Matt Harvey, who makes his second start for the Reds since the trade 
with the Mets. In his first start he one-hit the Dodgers over four innings before being lifted 
because of pitch count. 
 
Madison Bumgarner threw a 30-pitch bullpen Wednesday and used all of his pitches. He will do 
so again Saturday then face hitters Tuesday before making his first rehab assignment a week 
from Saturday. 
 
Wednesday's lineups: 
 
REDS (vs. LHP Andrew Suarez) 
Peraza SS 
Gennett 2B 
Votto 1B 
Duvall LF 
Schebler RF 
Barnhart C 
Blandino 3B 
Harvey P 
Hamilton CF 
 
GIANTS (vs. RHP Matt Harvey) 
Blanco CF 
McCutchen RF 
Belt LF 
Longoria 3B 
Sandoval 1B 
Hundley C 
Gomez 2B 
Tomlinson SS 
Suarez P 
 
MLB.com 
Giants fall short of picking up Suarez 



7 

 

Alex Espinoza 
 
SAN FRANCISCO -- It only took a few minutes for Wednesday's series finale to unravel for the 
Giants. 
 
Rookie southpaw Andrew Suarez took the mound with a chance to secure a series sweep, but 
the Reds teed off to start the game. Four batters. Four hits. Four runs. And it led to a 6-3 loss 
for the Giants. 
 
Jose Peraza led off the contest with a single before Suarez served up a double to Scooter 
Gennett and an RBI single to Joey Votto. Then Adam Duvall delivered the big blow during the 
Reds' rally, sending an inside fastball to the left-field bleachers for a three-run shot. It marked 
the fifth start of Suarez's young career and the 25-year-old admitted to being a bit too amped 
up before the game. 
 
"My adrenaline was pumping too much in the first," Suarez said. "After I gave up those four 
runs, I settled down and just tried to go as deep as I can." 
 
Once he got past the early tempest, Suarez enjoyed mostly smooth sailing. He also gave up an 
unearned run in the fifth after catcher Nick Hundley got crossed up and the ball slipped 
beneath his glove, allowing Votto to score from third. Suarez allowed five runs (four earned) on 
a career-high eight hits and a walk while striking out five. 
 
But he still drew some praise from his manager for completing six innings, a day after the Giants 
used five relievers. 
 
"First inning, he had good stuff, he was just overthrowing," Bruce Bochy said. "He had a good 
fastball and maybe tried to power his way through it a little bit, instead of working the edges 
maybe a little bit more. But he settled down and pitched a great ballgame. … He really did a 
good job of regrouping." 
 
The opening salvo supplied offense for the Reds, who relied heavily on their bullpen following 
Matt Harvey's four-inning start. The Giants pushed across two runs in the bottom of the first 
then pulled within one on a solo shot from red-hot Brandon Belt. 
 
But the rest of the contest was marked by missed opportunities, including the sixth when the 
team left the bases loaded. The Reds played some stellar defense throughout the afternoon, 
highlighted by Gennett's running grab down the right-field line that killed the sixth-inning 
threat. In all, the Giants went 3-for-12 with runners in scoring position and left nine men on 
base. 
 
"We had our chances," Bochy said. "We did a great job, I thought. You get down four, we came 
right back and put some runs on the board. We were fighting hard there, just missing the big 
hit." 
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MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Stuck in the middle: The Giants failed to capitalize on a golden scoring opportunity in the 
bottom of the second. Miguel Gomez, making his first start of the year at second base following 
his Tuesday promotion, started off the inning with a single. Kelby Tomlinson moved Gomez to 
third with a double but the next three Giants were retired. Gomez got caught between third 
base and home plate after Gregor Blanco flied out to left and Duvall's throw went off-line 
toward the Giants on-deck circle. Gomez couldn't pull the trigger to sprint home despite the 
ample time, allowing Harvey to get out of the jam unscathed. 
 
"That's instincts there," Bochy said. "He didn't quite read it, then he got caught in no-man's land 
there and didn't know what to do. He's a young kid. But at that time, that's a huge run." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"I've always said we're pretty much the same player. So it's not surprising." -- Belt, joking about 
becoming first Giant since Barry Bonds to record five straight games with a homer against the 
same opponent 
 
UP NEXT 
In their 45th contest of the year, the Giants will finally face division foe Colorado for the first 
time this season. Right-hander Jeff Samardzija (1-2, 6.94 ERA) will get the start in Thursday's 
7:15 p.m. PT opener of the four-game set, seeking his first quality start of the year. The Rockies 
are expected to counter with right-hander Chad Bettis (4-1, 3.12). 
 
MLB.com 
Belt continues long-ball barrage vs. Reds 
Alex Espinoza 
 
SAN FRANCISCO -- Brandon Belt hits 'em in bunches. 
 
In the third inning of Wednesday's 6-3 loss to the Reds, the Giants first baseman launched his 
third home run in as many days. It also marked the fifth straight contest that Belt recorded a 
dinger against the Reds, as he delivered a Splash Hit on Tuesday and a solo shot Monday. 
 
To lead off the third, Belt turned on an inside 87 mph changeup from Reds righty Matt Harvey, 
sending the ball to the arcade seats in right-center. Belt's blast pulled the Giants within one run 
after his team started the game in a 4-0 hole due to some early struggles from starter Andrew 
Suarez. But the Giants were held scoreless the rest of the afternoon and missed out on a 
chance to sweep the Reds. 
 
Belt's homer Wednesday was the 12th of his career vs. Cincinnati, tied for the most he's hit 
against one opponent (Arizona is the other). He smacked three in four games against the Reds 
last May, and he also had a three-game homer streak in Cincinnati in May 2015. After the game, 
Belt learned he became the first Giants player since Barry Bonds to homer in five straight 



9 

 

contests against the same opponent. 
 
"I've always said we're pretty much the same player. So it's not surprising," Belt said. 
 
Pause for laughter. 
 
"Honestly, right now I just think I'm seeing the ball well," he said. "Recognizing which pitches 
are strikes and which pitches are not, and making sure that I do stuff with it." 
 
But he exited the field steaming, after striking out looking to end the contest on a full-count, 
outside fastball from Reds closer Raisel Iglesias. Belt was particularly upset with home-plate 
umpire Doug Eddings, saying he felt the last pitch of the game should have been called a ball. 
On-deck hitter Evan Longoria, who recorded his second three-hit day in a Giants uniform, would 
have represented the game's tying run. 
 
"That can't happen," Belt said. "You can't have those guys affecting games and affecting careers 
like that. We had a really good hitter coming up after that who could have tied the game for us. 
We never got that chance because he calls a ball that's so far off the plate, I don't even think I 
could have touched it if I swung at it." 
 
Belt surpassed Longoria for the team lead in home runs (nine) and RBIs (23) with the solo shot. 
Belt also hit a home run in four consecutive contests from April 18 to April 22 this year. 
 
The key now? Not to overthink or change his mindset at the plate. 
 
"Absolutely," Belt said. "Coming into this year, I knew I had a good approach. I knew I had a 
good idea of what to do at the plate. I've just kind of stuck with it. Don't let anyone take me out 
of it, whether it be teams or umpires or whatever it may be." 
 
NBC Sports Bay Area 
Brandon Belt blasts home plate umpire: 'You’re not sure if it’s on purpose' 
Dalton Johnson 
 
Brandon Belt homered for the third straight game Wednesday and has now hit a home run in 
his last five games against the Reds. That's not what he will remember from the afternoon, 
though.  
 
The Giants lost 6-3 to the Reds with a controversial called strike three on Belt. With a runner on 
first and Evan Longoria on deck, Belt let a fastball go by that appeared much out of the strike 
zone. But, not according to home plate umpire Doug Eddings.  
 
After the loss, Belt was irate with Eddings in the clubhouse, even questioning his motives on the 
called strikes that Belt certainly did not agree with.  
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"It's tough because you hope an umpire doesn't affect a game like that, but he did and you're 
not sure if it's on purpose, either," Belt said to reporters. "We've heard that guy multiple times 
say that -- or insinuate -- that he's trying to get through the game fast. And then he makes calls 
like that where I can't imagine that he really thought was a strike, you gotta wonder."  
 
Belt was then asked about if he believes Eddings is really just trying to speed games up with his 
calls.  
 
"I don't know, but when you say it enough you start to believe it," Belt said. "I’m not sure if 
that’s connected or not, but if you don’t want it to be, then don’t say it. 
 
“I’m not here to talk bad about the umpires. I think 99.9 percent of the umpires are great and I 
actually enjoy talking to them. But there’s just some times you have a feeling that one or two of 
them are trying to get the game over with, whether it’s through what they say or what they do, 
and that just can’t happen. You can’t have those guys affecting careers and affecting games like 
that. 
 
“We had a really good hitter coming up after that who could have tied the game for us. And we 
never got that chance because he calls a ball that was so far off the plate I don’t even think I 
could have touched it if I swung at it." 
 
Since 2015, data from Baseball Savant shows that Belt has taken the most called strike threes 
outside of the zone, with 50 in total.  
 
Belt has hit nine home runs, walked 24 times and struck out 41 times so far this season in 40 
games. 
 
NBC Sports Bay Area 
Down on the Farm: Breaking down Hunter Pence's new swing 
Dalton Johnson 
 
Your local high school coach wouldn't know what to do with Hunter Pence at team tryouts. 
Pence throws a baseball like a shot put state champion and when he's in the box he moves 
around like the kid that really wants to dance at his first homecoming but has no idea what he's 
doing.  
 
That coach better put Pence on his team, and not for comic relief. Pence is a three-time All-Star, 
two time-time World Series winner and has hit .390 in 11 Fall Classic games. The veteran is a 
presence with a positive aura and comes up clutch in the biggest spots.  
 
The last two years, however, the 35-year-old has started to show his age. Over last season and 
17 games this season, Pence is batting .250 with a .303 on-base percentage and .365 slugging 
percentage. In the short time that he has been healthy this year, Pence was batting a rough-to-
look-at .172 for the Giants.  
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Is it time for Mr. Unorthodox to make a change? It looks like that's what Pence is doing during 
his rehab assignment in Triple-A. In a tweet sent out on Monday, you can see the changes in 
Pence's new swing.  
 
When watching the video, the new swing stands out right away. To start with, Pence is usually 
in an open, spread out stance. We can see here he is standing tall with his feet much closer 
together and he appears just slightly open.  
 
Pence has also changed where his hands initially start. He is holding the bat much lower and 
more upright. Ironically, this looks a lot like the man who may have stolen Pence's job if he was 
healthy right now -- Mac Williamson. Even Pence's leg kick is slower and less jerky, much like 
Mac's.  
 
And the results have been positive in a small sample. While the video was released on Monday, 
it's key that Pence has been doing this for a few days before then. He returned to the River 
Cats' lineup two days before on Saturday, so we can assume the changes started then in games.  
 
Since Pence's changes to his swing presumably began, he is hitting .467 (7-for-15) with two 
doubles, three RBI and two strikeouts. So far, so good.  
 
It is still not yet known when Pence will join the Giants again or what the team will do when 
both he and Williamson are healthy. It was only yesterday that Williamson basically hit a 
batting practice home run to the moon and he could begin his rehab assignment this weekend 
as he progresses from his concussion.  
 
The players and Bruce Bochy alike love Pence for what he brings to the team aside from the 
stats. At times, he looked completely lost this year. Even if he is never back to his old self, 
perhaps Pence and his new swing could be a boost off the bench for this team like another fan 
favorite has been in Pablo Sandoval. 
 
The Athletic 
Exclusive: Hunter Pence is starting over at the plate, using Mac Williamson’s swing 
Melissa Lockard 
 
Mac Williamson overhauled his swing in order to become a big league outfielder again. 
 
Now Hunter Pence is attempting to do the same. And the swing should look awfully familiar. 
 
Pence might have paused his minor league rehab assignment last week, but he was far from 
idle. He traveled to Los Angeles to receive a crash course in the offensive approach that has 
revitalized several major league careers, including the Dodgers’ Justin Turner. It is the same 
approach that Williamson dedicated himself to adopting over the winter. 
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When Pence returned to Triple-A Sacramento on Saturday following a five-game hiatus, his new 
stance and swing were obvious even to the untrained eye — standing upright, hands lowered, 
employing a high leg kick, all designed to maximize power and drive the baseball with a higher 
launch angle. 
 
Turner’s swing. Mac’s swing. 
 
The results were just as obvious. Pence is 7 for 15 with two doubles and just two strikeouts in 
four games since rejoining the River Cats. He will continue the experiment as Sacramento 
begins a four-game series at Salt Lake City on Thursday. 
 
The Giants are hopeful that Pence, their 35-year-old clubhouse soul, can learn a new trick. 
 
“Sometimes as a player you’ve got to know it’s time to make some tweaks or changes and I 
think Hunter feels it’s time to do this,” Giants manager Bruce Bochy said. “He’s looking at the 
success Mac’s had and so he’s willing to put forth the time and effort and go down and work on 
it to where you’re not hurting the major league club. 
 
“So good for him. At his age, to be willing to do this, it says a lot about who Hunter is.” 
 
Pence is on the disabled list nominally because of a sprained thumb he sustained while diving in 
left field in the home opener April 3. But it is unclear how much of his early-season struggles 
were due to the injury or whether they were merely the continuation of a troubling trend. 
 
In 17 games, Pence batted .172 with a .190 slugging percentage and just one extra-base hit. He 
struck out 22 times in 58 at-bats. It hurt to watch. It was more painful because of who Pence is, 
what he has accomplished for the franchise and how much he means to teammates and fans 
alike. 
 
It wasn’t much better after he began his rehab assignment with Sacramento on April 27. 
Through seven games, Pence hit .222 with no extra-base hits and seven strikeouts in 27 at-bats. 
 
It was time to start over. 
 
“You’ve heard me say how many times, ‘Keep doing what you’re doing, keep getting what 
you’re getting,’” Bochy said. “And Hunter doesn’t want to do that. You know, Hunter, he’s 
pretty demanding of himself. ” 
 
Clearly, something had to change. Pence has not driven the baseball in more than two years. 
 
Last season, Pence hit 1.35 ground balls for every fly ball, which was the third highest ratio 
among 145 qualified major leaguers. Only the Pirates’ David Freese and the Marlins’ Dee 
Gordon (who beat out a lot of bunt singles) put the ball on the ground with greater frequency. 
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The Giants have encouraged Pence to make adjustments for several years with the goal of 
keeping his front shoulder closed, which would prevent him from pulling off pitches and allow 
him to cover the outside part of the plate. So they were not the least bit offended when Pence 
approached them on the last homestand to ask permission to consult with outside coaches. 
 
“We said, ‘Hey, if it’s going to make you better, we have no egos here,’” Giants hitting coach 
Alonzo Powell said. “Hunter took the initiative and from my standpoint as a hitting coach, you 
want to take what a player does and make it better. This is what Hunter wants to do and we’re 
all behind it 100 percent. Same thing with Mac. Whatever can make you better, we’re for it.” 
 
Pence sent videos of his sessions in Southern California to Giants coaches. Powell made a 
couple of suggestions for him to incorporate, and has been receiving video and daily reports 
from Sacramento hitting coach Damon Minor. 
 
“We like what we’ve been seeing,” Powell said. “The results have been pretty good. He’s been 
hitting some balls hard.” 
 
But can it work? 
 
“Well, I think it can work,” Powell said. “From the video I’ve seen and the work he’s putting in, 
it looks good. It looks like it’s gonna work for him. Now it’s just getting used to the new position 
of his body and getting games under his belt and seeing multiple types of different pitchers and 
pitches. Getting his timing down will be a key for him, and he’s a good enough athlete to where 
he can be successful. 
 
“Sometimes as you get older, your body changes and there are certain things you can’t do 
anymore so you’ve got to adjust. We’ll see. Hopefully it’s for the better. That’s what we’re 
hoping for.” 
 
Although it’s common for hitters in their mid-30s to lose bat speed, Pence still has plenty of it. 
His 89.0 mph average exit velocity last season put him in the 77th percentile of batters who put 
the ball in play at least 200 times. But it was impossible for hard contact to result in gappers or 
home runs because his average launch angle of 4.4 degrees ranked 269th out of 284 major 
leaguers. His 17 percent line drive rate ranked last among all qualified major league hitters. 
 
In other words, it’s not a completely foolish hope to believe a change in approach could lead to 
different results — and that there will be moments yet to come when Giants fans will be able to 
cheer Pence’s success in the final season of his contract. 
 
“I think he’s getting comfortable up there,” Bochy said. “The at-bats are better and more 
consistent. It’s a case now where you want to see it for a few games where he’s comfortable.” 
 
A minor league rehab assignment can last just 20 games for a position player. It’s no guarantee 
that Pence will stay for the maximum period. 
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“I don’t think anybody sees this as a real long-term thing,” Bochy said “How many at-bats, it’s 
hard to say. Maybe 30, could be 60. I don’t know.” 
 
They also don’t know about Williamson, who is on the disabled list and still hasn’t been 
released from the concussion protocol but is punishing baseballs in batting practice. 
Williamson, who hasn’t played since banging his head near the bullpen mounds while trying to 
make a catch April 27, hopes to be cleared to begin his rehab assignment with Sacramento this 
weekend. 
 
Williamson gave the team such a dramatic shot in the arm, hitting three majestic home runs in 
five games, that it’s hard to imagine he wouldn’t get the first crack at re-establishing himself as 
the Giants’ starting left fielder once he gets his timing back. 
 
But it’s clear the Giants are planning on giving Pence another chance, too. 
 
“Oh, you know, to have him back, he’s one of our heart-of-the-order guys,” Bochy said. “He 
gets this down and gets this figured out, it would be like making a big trade, like getting an elite 
player back in your lineup.” 
 
It’s an interesting, unpredictable dynamic. And in many cases, it would be fraught with conflict. 
But Williamson is not only rooting for Pence, he is thrilled to have helped him. 
 
Long before Pence went to Los Angeles for his crash course, he picked Williamson’s brain about 
the approach, seeking to learn what it allows a hitter to do and the thoughts behind it. 
 
“Hunter is the kind of guy who just wants to be better in all facets of his life,” Williamson said. 
“He has accomplished a lot in this game. He’s made a lot of money in this game. He’s done it in 
an unorthodox way. He doesn’t get caught up in anything other than finding something that 
works. He’s a gamer. He’s an athlete. He’s curious about all kinds of things. It’s a testament to 
his determination and the way he’s played at 110 percent every day. It’s fun to watch a guy like 
that. You know he has the determination to figure it out, and with him, I think it’ll be sooner 
rather than later. If anyone can do it, it’s him. Nobody works harder or has a better attitude.” 
 
During his passionate speech prior to Game 3 of the 2012 NL Division Series at Cincinnati, Pence 
said he wanted “one more day” with his teammates. Six years later, the feeling remains mutual. 
 
Pablo Sandoval recalled the day last season when he tiptoed back into the Giants clubhouse 
amid former teammates he once spurned. He remembered how Pence was the first to greet 
him with a huge smile and open arms. 
 
Sandoval looks forward to welcoming his friend back again. 
 
“I’m waiting for him to come here and do some damage,” Sandoval said. “That’s who he is. He 
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always cares about the team, and as a team, we care about him. I’m confident with him. He’ll 
do whatever he needs to do to get back here.” 
 
The Athletic 
Giants lose and Brandon Belt questions an umpire’s integrity: ‘I can’t imagine he really 
thought (that) was a strike’ 
Andrew Baggarly 
 
Not a strike, and out of bounds. 
 
That was Brandon Belt’s comment on the final pitch of the Giants’ 6-3 loss to the Cincinnati 
Reds on Wednesday, and on the umpire who called it. 
 
Belt not only took issue with Doug Eddings’ strike zone but ventured somewhere that players 
seldom go when commenting on umpires. He questioned Eddings’ integrity. 
 
“It’s tough because you hope that an umpire doesn’t affect a game like that but he did, and 
you’re not sure if it’s on purpose, either,” Belt told reporters. “I’ve heard that guy multiple 
times say or insinuate that he’s trying to get through the game fast. And then he makes calls 
like that that I can’t imagine that he really thought was a strike. You’ve got to wonder.” 
 
Belt said Eddings has made those sorts of comments “multiple times, multiple days,” including 
during Wednesday’s game. Did Belt really think the umpire just wanted to knock off from work 
when he called the final pitch from the Reds’ Raisel Iglesias a strike? 
 
“I don’t know, but if you say it enough, you start to believe it,” Belt said. “So, I’m not sure if 
that’s connected or not, but if you don’t want it to be, then don’t say it.” 
 
Eddings is a 20-year veteran major league umpire who is no stranger to controversy. His pivotal 
dropped-third-strike call in the 2005 ALCS allowed A.J. Pierzynski to reach base and extend the 
ninth inning for the Chicago White Sox, who went on to win Game 2 over the Los Angeles 
Angels. The league later supported Eddings’ call despite a lack of evidence that Angels catcher 
Josh Paul had dropped what should have been the final pitch of the inning. 
 
But tellingly, Eddings has never worked another postseason series in his career. His only playoff 
game since 2005 was the 2014 NL Wild Card game, which the Giants won at Pittsburgh. 
 
Belt took a 3-2 pitch that appeared well outside the strike zone and otherwise would have 
brought Evan Longoria to the plate as the tying run. 
 
“I’m not here to talk bad about the umpires,” Belt said. “I think 99.9 percent of the umpires are 
great and I actually enjoy talking to them. But there’s just some times you have a feeling that 
one or two of them are trying to get the game over with, whether it’s through what they say or 
what they do, and that just can’t happen. You can’t have those guys affecting careers and 
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affecting games like that. 
 
“We had a really good hitter coming up after that who could have tied the game for us. And we 
never got that chance because he calls a ball that was so far off the plate I don’t even think I 
could have touched it if I swung at it, so …” 
 
Belt has disagreed with an umpire’s strike zone in the past but never to the point where he 
could expect a fine or other disciplinary action from the league. It’s likely that the nature of 
Belt’s comments will result in some response from Major League Baseball. 
 
The first baseman hit a home run in the third inning but left-hander Andrew Suarez trailed by 
four runs after facing his first four batters and the Giants couldn’t fully recover. 
 
The Reds began the afternoon with four straight hits, capped by Adam Duvall’s three-run 
homer, as the Giants lost a chance to sweep their three-game series. 
 
Suarez settled down and was able to get through six innings and give the Giants a chance to 
rally. They scored a pair of runs in the first inning against Matt Harvey, and Belt’s solo shot 
extended his streak of home runs in five consecutive games against the Reds. 
 
It’s the longest home run streak by a Giant against any opponent since Barry Bonds vs. the 
Padres in 2001. 
 
“I’ve always said we’re pretty much the same player, so it’s not surprising,” Belt said 
sarcastically. “Nah, honestly, I’m seeing the ball well and recognizing which pitches are strikes 
and which pitches are not.” 
 
ESPN 
Giants' Brandon Belt says plate umpire cheated him to 'get the game over with' 
ESPN Staff 
 
A series-ending loss to the National League-worst Reds wasn't the only thing that left Giants 
slugger Brandon Belt raw on Wednesday. 
 
It was how that 6-3 defeat ended that rubbed the left fielder the wrong way. 
 
Belt stepped to the plate with a runner on second base and two outs in the bottom of the ninth 
inning at AT&T Park. Facing closer Raisel Iglesias, Belt worked the count full before plate umpire 
Doug Eddings called a third strike on a fastball just off the plate to end the game. 
 
Afterward, Belt said there was no question he got cheated on the call and insinuated that 
Eddings made it to get a matinee that lasted 2 hours, 41 minutes over with. 
 
"I think 99.9 percent of the umpires are great, and I actually enjoy talking to 'em," Belt said. 
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"But there's just some times when you have a feeling that one or two of 'em are trying to get 
the game over with, whether it's through what they say or what they do. And that just can't 
happen; you can't have those guys affecting careers and affecting games like that." 
 
A walk would have brought Evan Longoria to the plate as the tying run; the third baseman 
already had three hits on the day. 
 
"We had a really good hitter coming up after that who could've tied the game for us," Belt said. 
"And we never got that chance, because he calls a ball that's so far off the plate, I don't even 
think I could've touched it if I swung it." 
 
Belt mentioned multiple times that Eddings has said he was trying to get through a game 
quickly. Asked whether he believes the longtime umpire was joking, Belt added: "I dunno, but if 
you say it enough, you start to believe it." 
 
Earlier Wednesday, Belt homered in a fifth straight game against the Reds, a streak dating to 
May 13, 2017. 


