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San Francisco Chronicle 

Melancon done for year, to have forearm surgery 

John Shea 

 

CHICAGO — Mark Melancon’s first season as a Giant, disappointing on many levels, officially is 

over. 

The reliever will undergo season-ending surgery Tuesday to relieve compression in his forearm. 

He twice spent time on the disabled list with a pronator strain in his right elbow area. 

“We said let’s go ahead and get this thing done for his peace of mind and everybody’s,” 

manager Bruce Bochy said. 

Melancon has had a muscle and nerves constricted by tissue, leading to inflammation and 

soreness in a rare condition called pronator syndrome. The surgery is to cut the fascia that 

encloses the muscle and nerves, releasing pressure. 

Dr. Steven Shin will perform the surgery in Los Angeles, and Melancon could throw in six to 

eight weeks, said Bochy, adding more will be known after the operation. Bochy said Melancon 

will be fully recovered well before spring training. 

Melancon wrote on Twitter, “This season definitely hasn’t gone the way I was hoping it would, 

and I know for you, the fans, it’s been a frustrating year as well. ... I tried to battle through this 

injury and gave everything I could, but it’s time to fix this and get back to the player you know.” 



2 

 

Melancon signed a four-year, $62 million contract in the offseason, but blew five of 16 save 

opportunities, starting on Opening Day. 

Briefly: Ty Blach is going to the bullpen. With ample September off days, the Giants didn’t want 

a six-man rotation. ... Jarrett Parker, out since straining his oblique Sept. 1, took batting 

practice and is expected to be available Sunday. 

On deck 

Saturday 

at White Sox 

4:10 p.m. NBCSBA 

Samardzija (9-12) 

vs. Shields (2-6) 

Sunday 

at White Sox 

11:10 a.m. NBCSBA 

Bumgarner (3-7) 

vs. Holmberg (2-4) 

Monday 

vs. Dodgers 

7:15 p.m. NBCSBA 

Ryu (5-7) vs. 

Stratton (2-3) 

Leading off 
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Stunning: The Giants have won consecutive road games for the first time since their sweep in 

Pittsburgh June 30-July 2. 

 

 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Sandoval finally gets hit; his homer lifts Giants 9-2 

John Shea 

 

CHICAGO — The modern way of saying it: The ball left the bat with a 105-mph exit velocity and 

28-degree launch angle and traveled 413 feet. 

The old-school way of saying it: Dang, that went far. 

The ball Pablo Sandoval hit in the Giants’ 9-2 victory over the White Sox on Friday night ended 

the franchise’s longest hitless streak since 1900, 39 at-bats, and the desperate third baseman 

made sure to send it where no defender could stop it. Over the right-field wall for a three-run 

home run. 

“You have to come in every day and be positive,” Sandoval said. “One of those balls is going to 

fall one day. You’re not going to go 0-for-100.” 

If Sandoval is hitting himself out of the Giants’ 2018 plans, he still has a flair for the dramatic. 

The slump ended with a mighty fourth-inning swing that provided the game’s first runs and a 

lead the Giants held. 

“There are a lot of ways to break out of it,” said Matt Moore, who pitched 62/3 innings in his 

first start since Aug. 29. “But that’s probably the best one right there.” 

Sandoval’s 0-for-39 dropped his average as a Giant to .186, beneath the .212 mark he had with 

the Red Sox before they dumped him, despite his $95 million contract. His right-handed at-bats 

have been far worse than from the left side, but a right-handed swing Friday produced another 

run. His fly to the warning track in the sixth capped a two-run rally. 
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“I’m sure it’s tough for him to go through that,” manager Bruce Bochy said of Sandoval, who 

had the longest skid by a Giants non-pitcher in the modern era (which began in 1900) and was 

without a hit since his his fifth-inning single on Aug. 25 at Arizona. “He’s probably aware of 

some of the comments being made. He’s a pro. I’m sure he went through a lot in Boston, so 

he’s got thick skin. He can handle it.” 

Bochy took part of the blame for the o-fer, saying he should have rested Sandoval more. “It 

might’ve caught up with him, but tonight the bat was quicker,” Bochy said. “Through all this, 

he’s played a really good third base for us.” 

Brandon Crawford had three of the Giants’ eight hits, Denard Span homered and Joe Panik 

went 1-for-4 after collecting a team-record 12 hits in the three-game Colorado series. 

Buster Posey (designated hitter) played for the first time since taking a foul tip off his right hand 

Tuesday and appeared to have stolen home in the sixth inning. The Giants had a first-and third 

situation, and Crawford broke from first on a 3-2 pitch to Hunter Pence. It was called a ball 

(even though it was in the strike zone), but catcher Kevan Smith threw to second, prompting 

Posey to break toward the plate. 

Because Pence drew a walk, there was no play at second. Posey scored the run, but the official 

scorer ruled it a fielder’s choice, not a steal. 

That didn’t go over well among Posey’s teammates and coaches. Giants officials were looking 

into requesting the call be changed to a steal. 

“What are you going to do? It’s not that big of a deal,” Posey said. “The fact we won the game is 

what matters. Would I have liked to have a steal of home? Of course. I asked (Shawon) Dunston 

if he ever had one, and he said no. I thought I had one. I guess not.” 

White Sox pitcher Lucas Giolito was pulled after the pitch and had words for umpire Gabe 

Morales, who ejected him even though he was out of the game. Chicago manager Rick Renteria 

got ejected, too. 
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The interleague series on Chicago’s south side could help determine the top draft picks in next 

year’s draft. The worst record gets the top pick, and for now that’s the Phillies at 53-88 (.376). 

The White Sox are 54-86 (.386), the Giants 56-87 (.392). 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Slumping Dodgers to visit SF; who are dem bums anyway? 

John Shea 

 

Perhaps that old line about Giants fans’ two favorite teams - the Giants and whoever’s playing 

the Dodgers - has never been more appropriate than now, in a demented sort of way. 

The Giants’ only competition is for the top pick in next year’s draft, but looking south, the 

direction the first-place Dodgers are heading, Giants fans can’t help but gloat over what’s 

happening with what Sports Illustrated called “BEST. TEAM. EVER?” 

Those words screamed from the cover in late August. Now the only screaming is coming from 

Dodger Stadium, where Clayton Kershaw is slamming his glove against the dugout wall and the 

mood no longer is hunky dory. 

Two days after the SI spread hit newsstands, the Dodgers were 91-36 and 21 games in first 

place. The only questions were whether they’d break the 116-win record, how they’d squeeze 

their fabulous starters into a playoff rotation and how many games they’d need to win the 

World Series. 

Then it happened. Five straight losses, a 1-0 win, seven more losses. The Diamondbacks - 

Giants’ fans’ second-favorite team and the latest BEST. TEAM. EVER? at least outside of 

Cleveland - beat the Dodgers in six of those games amid their 13-game win streak, cutting the 

deficit to 10. 

The Dodgers, unless they’re somehow surpassed by the Nationals, a farfetched thought a 

couple of weeks ago, would face the Diamondbacks in the Division Series (so long as Arizona 

wins the wild-card game) and actually could be considered underdogs, another mind-boggling 

thought. 
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Then again, who would have thought the offense would stop scoring runs (they’ve been 

surpassed by the Indians for the best run-differential)? Or the rotation would fall apart (6.71 

ERA in the 12 losses)? Or the setup men would be unreliable (north of 5.00 during the skid)? 

For a taste of reality, remember each of the Giants’ title-winning teams had downers along the 

way. In 2010, they were 1-9 in late June and early July. In 2012, they were 1-7 in late July and 

early August. In 2014, they were 2-7 in August and 3-8 in September. 

Those teams peaked at the right time, in October, as did the 2000 Yankees, who lost 13 of 15 to 

end the regular season before breezing through the postseason to win their fourth World Series 

in five years. No team came close to that stretch until the Giants won three in five. 

Those Yankees and Giants teams learned to win at the most important time. This Dodgers team 

knows nothing about winning in the postseason, 29 years removed from the franchise’s last 

championship. 

So which Dodger team will show up in the playoffs? The one that was 91-36? Or the one that’s 

1-12. We’re guessing several players will step up when it counts - they were too good for too 

long -- and let it be known manager Dave Roberts has rested some of his stars with an 

expanded roster and played without Corey Seager and Cody Bellinger for stretches. 

But no team was 1-12 in the regular season and won a World Series except the 1914 Miracle 

Braves, according to STATS LLC. And no team won it all with a 1-13 blemish. 

Until further notice, this is not a reminder of 1951 when the Dodgers woke up Aug. 12 with a 

13-game lead but lost the pennant by finishing 26-22 while the Giants finished a ridiculous 37-7, 

forcing a best-of-three playoff ending on Bobby Thomson’s pennant-clinching homer. 

Nor is it a reminder of 1962 when the Dodgers wasted a comfortable lead to the Giants (up four 

with seven to play), only to lose another best-of-three tiebreaker, or 1996 when the Dodgers 

needed to win one of their final three to claim the division but had to settle for the wild card 

because they got swept by the Padres. 
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The 2017 Dodgers haven’t blown anything. They haven’t imploded. They’re still way ahead in 

the NL West. They’ll still extremely good. But concerns are everywhere, as the boos heard 

throughout Dodger Stadium would suggest. 

After hosting the Rockies this weekend, the Dodgers play three in San Francisco, and the Giants 

play three in L.A. in late September. If nothing else, fans of a last-place team can root for their 

rivals to extend the misery. At this stage, there’s really nothing else for which to root. 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

Sandoval’s homer ends record drought, Posey steals home (sort of) as Giants beat White Sox 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

CHICAGO – The White Sox couldn’t prevent Buster Posey from stealing home in the sixth inning 

Friday night. It took the interpretation of an official scorer on the press level to deny Posey a 

box score contribution worthy of blowing up in poster form. 

Pablo Sandoval might request one in large format, though. The box score from the Giants’ 9-2 

victory will show that the biggest hit of the night belonged to the Panda, who belted a three-

run home run in the fourth inning. 

The fine print will lack the full context: Sandoval’s shot snapped a hitless streak of 39 at-bats 

that ranked as the longest by a non-pitcher in Giants history since at least 1900. 

Whether it was Sandoval’s relieved grin, Posey’s self-deprecating smile or Matt Moore’s 

positive vibes after one of his better starts of the season, the Giants were just happy to be 

happy after winning their series opener on the South Side. 

“This is a happy day,” said Sandoval, who followed up his left-handed home run swing with a 

deep sacrifice fly in a right-handed at-bat. “It’s a game. If you don’t have fun, that’s when you 

have pressure on. … The guys here helped me a lot. I have great teammates. They keep it fun. 

They tried to take a little pressure off. It was a good way to do it.” 

The Giants (56-87) entered the day a thousandth of a percentage point “ahead” of the White 

Sox (54-86) for the second worst record in baseball. They’ve swapped draft positions now. And 

watching the White Sox fumble fly balls and get thrown out on the bases, it’s hard to imagine 

them winning many more games down the stretch. 

Moore (5-13) hasn’t beaten a team with a winning record since an April 10 start against 
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Arizona. His victories since then have come against the Reds, Braves, Phillies and now the team 

with the AL’s worst record. 

But the opponent doesn’t matter much to Moore, whose greatest foe has been himself amid a 

disappointing season. But he returned to the rotation after a get-right assignment in relief on 

Sunday, and came within one pitch of shutting out the White Sox through 6 2/3 innings. Both 

runs he allowed came on an opposite-field home run from Avisail Garcia in the fourth inning. 

“Cutter in to right-handers, fastball in to lefties, Moore said. “Overall, I was able to get inside 

the label all night, and that’s the way to get the soft contact you want.” 

Sandoval had experienced far too much soft contact, and a bit of bad luck on some well struck 

outs, while amassing the longest dry spell by a Giant in more than 100 years. 

He had broken Johnnie LeMaster’s 33-year-old franchise record of 37 hitless at-bats when he 

struck out as a pinch hitter Wednesday in Colorado. But Giants manager Bruce Bochy had 

pledged to play Sandoval on Friday, and sure enough, he was in the lineup batting seventh. 

The streak reached 0 for 39 with a fly out in the second inning. It did not reach 40, and it will 

not challenge the major league record for a non-pitcher (46 at-bats) that Eugenio Velez set with 

the Giants in 2010 and the Dodgers in 2011. 

Sandoval gave the Giants a 3-0 lead in the top of the fourth when he connected off White Sox 

rookie Lucas Giolito, sending a high drive that cleared the bullpen in right field. It was 

Sandoval’s second home run as a Giant this season and his first hit in what seemed like forever. 

Sandoval’s trot around the bases lacked pomp or fanfare, but his expression changed once he 

reached the dugout. 

“I’ll say this: I’ll take the blame a little bit,” Giants manager Bruce Bochy said. “I should have 

rested him more. … He kept talking me into playing him because he’d missed so much time. He 

wanted to be out there. But 18, 19 in a row, it probably caught up to him.” 

Sandoval, who didn’t talk to reporters in Colorado, waved off any suggestion that the skid was 

weighing on him. His countenance was unchanged in the clubhouse and during batting practice 

over the past week, as he played music and jokingly dragged his bat up the dugout stairs. 

“He’s probably aware of some of the comments that were being made,” Bochy said. “But he’s a 

professional. With all he went through in Boston, he’s got thick skin. He can handle it.” 

His struggles did not make him repellant to teammates, or make interactions awkward. 
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“With Pablo, nothing about me wanted to stop talking to him or cutting up with him,” Moore 

said. “He’s got good energy and always brings it. 

“When you’re going bad, and people do leave you alone, it can go the opposite. I prefer to keep 

it light and make a joke, because it ain’t easy. Hitting I think is something that is harder than 

pitching. I know pitchers hate (saying) it. But it’s all on your plate. You’re either doing it or not. I 

can get some help. I can get a pop up or ground ball or something. 

“There are a lot of ways to break out. That’s the best one right there, a no doubter. For him to 

pop out of it with a homer like that, it has to go a long way for him.” 

The dugout was just as boisterous in the sixth inning, after Posey, who hadn’t played since 

Tuesday because of a bruised hand, showed how sneaky he can be when his legs are a bit 

fresher. 

Posey reached when White Sox second baseman Juan Moncada dropped a routine pop-up for 

one of the club’s three errors. Then Posey took off with a pitch to Brandon Crawford, easily 

advancing from first to third on a single. 

With one out, Crawford broke from first base as rookie Lucas Giolito delivered the full-count 

pitch to Hunter Pence. Pence took a fastball over the plate that umpire Gabe Morales called a 

ball, but nobody on the field appeared to realize it. When White Sox catcher Kevan Smith came 

up throwing to second base, Posey instantly broke for home. 

Crawford stopped short of second base and began to backpedal away from Moncada. By the 

time the White Sox knew what was happening, Posey had crossed the plate. 

“I’m trying to think if I’ve ever seen that,” Bochy said. “He got a great jump and they didn’t have 

a clue.” 

Said Posey, of his decision to run: “I’m anticipating strike three right there, the way the catcher 

caught it. I didn’t hear the umpire. I didn’t know it was ball four till I got to the dugout.” 

He didn’t know that the play was ruled a fielder’s choice until after the game. Giants coaches 

were incredulous at the scoring decision. Posey would have become the first Giant to steal 

home since Omar Vizquel executed a straight steal against the A’s in 2008. 

For a catcher, especially, a steal of home us a pretty big deal – even if it comes in a game when 

he’s the designated hitter. 

“Yeah, I mean, what are you going to do?” Posey said. “It’s not that big a deal. We got the win 

and that’s the main thing. Would I like to have had a steal of home? Of course. I thought I had 
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one. I guess not.” 

The Giants contacted the Elias Sports Bureau to get clarification on the ruling. 

Most steals of home happen on the back end of a double steal, but because Pence drew a walk, 

Crawford could not have been thrown out at second base. 

“I don’t understand the reasoning. It makes no sense,” Crawford said. “Either way, we got the 

run, so that was cool.” 

The White Sox were upset that the Giants got that much. Giolito handed the baseball to White 

Sox manager Rich Renteria, and as he walked to the dugout, he complained to Morales about 

the pitch to Pence, which would have resulted in a double play if called a strike. 

Giolito was exiting the game. Morales ejected him anyway, and the rookie had to be restrained 

by two teammates. Renteria followed by getting tossed as well. 

— 

Right-hander Cory Gearrin exorcised a demon as well. He replaced Moore in the seventh inning 

after the White Sox loaded the bases on a blooper, a bunt single and a walk, and retired their 

best hitter, Jose Abreu, on a ground ball. 

Gearrin stranded all three of Moore’s runners to preserve the 6-2 score. Entering the game, 

Gearrin had allowed 55 percent of inherited runners to score (20 of 36), the highest percentage 

among major league pitchers. 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

Giants Notes 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

CHICAGO – Mark Melancon’s first season as a Giant has ended. 

Melancon will undergo right forearm surgery on Tuesday to alleviate chronic compression in his 

pronator muscle, Giants manager Bruce Bochy said. The procedure has a recovery estimate of 

six weeks and Melancon is expected to have a normal offseason as he begins preparations for 

2018. 

Melancon, who was attempting to delay the surgery until after the season, last appeared 

Tuesday at Coors Field and allowed two runs on three hits in two-thirds of an inning. 
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ADVERTISING 

“After Colorado, we said let’s go ahead and get this thing done for his peace of mind and 

everybody’s,” Bochy said. “It’s at a point where it was time to go ahead and get this done. Even 

though it was in there, the forearm tightness, he still wanted to help us out. We certainly 

appreciate Mark doing that, but it was time to get this fixed and get back to full strength.” 

The 32-year-old former All-Star closer went 1-2 with a 4.50 ERA and recorded 11 saves in 16 

chances after signing a four-year, $62 million contract in December that established a record 

for a relief pitcher. 

He landed on the disabled list twice because of the pronator issue, which had bothered him on 

and off since 2012 but hadn’t been diagnosed until this season when the tightness and 

discomfort became unmanageable. 

Melancon will have a procedure to release the lacertis fibrosus, which is the sheath that covers 

the muscle and prevents it from expanding. 

“It’s super tight, the whole compartment,” Melancon said on Monday. “From what they say, I 

should be fine. … There aren’t a lot of cases like this, so it’s a difficult thing to diagnose.” 

Melancon should be fully recovered by the time the World Series ends, and every expectation is 

that the procedure will alleviate the forearm issue. There are no certainties, though, until he 

ramps up his throwing program in the spring. 

— 

Pablo Sandoval, whose 0-for-38 streak is the longest hitless stretch in the Giants’ 60-year era in 

San Francisco, is in the lineup at third base as the club begins a weekend interleague series with 

the White Sox on the South Side of Chicago. 

Joe Panik, who set a Giants record with 12 hits in three games at Coors Field, is batting second. 

A reminder: Panik needs five hits to match the major league record of 14 hits in three 

consecutive games, which the Giants’ Mike Benjamin set in 1995. 

Buster Posey is at DH three days after leaving a game because of a foul tip off his right hand. 

He’s likely to DH one more game in the series. 

Jarrett Parker (oblique) is expected to be available on Sunday. 

Just eight miles up the road, there’s a game with just a bit more playoff implications: the Cubs 

are playing host to the Brewers at Wrigley Field. Here at Sox Park? We’ll have to settle for some 

dramatic draft positioning.  The Giants (55-87) are a thousandth of a percentage point “ahead” 
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of the White Sox (54-85) for the second worst record in baseball. 

 

 

MLB.com 

Panda ends o-for-39 skid with 3-run homer 

Chris Haft 

 

The Panda finally broke free Friday night. 

That would be Pablo Sandoval, known in San Francisco as the "Kung Fu Panda," who clobbered 

a three-run homer in the fourth inning of the Giants' 9-2 win over the White Sox in the 

Interleague series opener at Guaranteed Rate Field. 

Full Game Coverage 

Sandoval's clout off White Sox starter Lucas Giolito ended an 0-for-39 skid, the longest hitless 

streak by a Giants position player in the modern era. According to the Elias Sports Bureau, it 

also was the longest hitless stretch endured by any position player since Coco Crisp also 

recorded 39 straight hitless at-bats with Oakland spanning the 2014 and '15 seasons. 

Additionally, it was Sandoval's first hit since he delivered a fifth-inning single Aug. 25 at Arizona. 

This was an especially productive evening for Sandoval, who's batting .201 with two home runs 

30 games for the Giants. Batting right-handed, his weaker side, the switch-hitter drove Aaron 

Bummer's 92-mph sinker to deep left field for a sixth-inning sacrifice fly that increased his RBI 

total for the game to a season-high four, doubling his output for the Giants since he rejoined 

them in early August. 

Sandoval insisted that he didn't dwell on the lengthening number of outs he tallied before his 

413-foot home run. 

"That's the one thing -- you have to learn to come here every day to the field with great 

attitude and great positivity to do everything you can to get out of those things," Sandoval said. 

"I don't even think about it. I just go to home plate, take care of my things out there and put a 

good swing to the ball." 

Thus, Sandoval claimed that he avoided the trap of feeling undue pressure. 

"It's a game. You have to have fun," Sandoval said. "If you don't have fun, that's when you've 
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got pressure on. It's one of those things where we've had fun these last couple days and don't 

stress too much in the game." 

Sandoval's teammates, he said, "helped me a lot" in maintaining a positive outlook. "They give 

me confidence at home plate and to come to the field to have fun." 

As the beneficiary of Sandoval's homer, Giants starter Matt Moore appreciated the feat for 

putting him and the club ahead. But Moore also cited the big hit's bigger meaning. 

"There are a lot of ways to break out of it, but that's probably the best one right there," Moore 

said. "A no-doubter like that is something where you could take a breath for himself. When you 

go through tough times, everybody wants to help, and there's a lot of stuff going on, but for 

him to pop out and hit a homer like that, it should go a long way." 

Giants manager Bruce Bochy held himself partly accountable for Sandoval's tailspin. 

"I'll take the blame a little bit. I probably should have rested him a little bit more," Bochy said. 

"We went through a tough part of the schedule, the doubleheader, playing in Florida and 

getting in late -- he's the one guy that didn't get a break or miss an inning. It might have caught 

up with him." 

That's why Bochy belileved that Sandoval's' two-day rest entering Friday made a difference. 

"I thought that, tonight, the bat was quicker," Bochy said. "... He just kept talking me into 

playing. He played about 18 or 19 in a row, and I'm sure it caught up with him." 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Moore, Sandoval’s 4 RBIs power Giants win 

Scott Merkin and Fabian Ardaya 

 

CHICAGO -- Matt Moore allowed two runs over 6 2/3 innings and Pablo Sandovalhad a home 

run and four RBIs to lead the Giants to a 9-2 victory over the White Sox on Friday night at 

Guaranteed Rate Field. It was Moore's first start since Aug. 29, having worked two scoreless 

innings of relief against the Cardinals on Sept. 3. 
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Moore won for just the second time in his last eight decisions and for the first time since Aug. 

18. It was his first quality start since a run of three straight from Aug. 13-23. He had 22 balls in 

play with an average exit velocity of 83.4 mph, 11 called strikes and just eight swings and misses 

per Statcast™. 

Full Game Coverage 

"I threw some of the better [changeups] I've thrown all year, and there were some I got away 

with," Moore said. "I'd say it was there seven out of every 10 times I threw it or so. I thought I 

had a good breaking ball. I was able to get the cutter into righties and fastball into some lefties 

there." 

His main offensive support came from Sandoval, who hit a three-run home run off of White Sox 

starter Lucas Giolito with two outs in the fourth. Sandoval's drive to right broke a 0-for-39 

slide. Denard Span hit his 11th home run to highlight a three-run ninth inning for San Francisco. 

"They were just happy for [Pablo]," Giants manager Bruce Bochy said. "That's a tough skid he 

was in, and to break it like that. That's a good way to come out of it. He got all of it, too. Nice 

swing there." 

Giolito allowed five runs, with three earned, over 5 1/3 innings. He struck out five, walked four 

and had 11 swings and misses of his 107 pitches. Five of them came off of Giolito's fastball, 

which averaged 92 mph on the night, per Statcast™. 

"The big glaring thing was not commanding the changeup as well as I usually do," Giolito said. 

"And then from there just falling behind too many batters. The pitch count got way up there, a 

lot of 2-1 and 3-2 counts. I wish I did a better job of getting ahead of guys and putting them 

away." 

The night ended twice in the sixth for Giolito. First, White Sox manager Rick Renteria replaced 

him with reliever Aaron Bummer, and after exchanging words with home-plate umpire Gabe 

Morales, Giolito was ejected. Moments later, Renteria also was ejected by crew chief Eric 

Cooper. 

• Giolito ejected by plate ump as he exits start 

Avisail Garcia's 15th homer in the fourth provided the White Sox their two runs off of Moore. 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Gearrin Up: Moore left the game with a four-run lead and the bases loaded and two outs in the 
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seventh with Jose Abreu coming to the plate against Cory Gearrin. Gearrin ran a 92.4-mph 

sinker in on Abreu's hands, getting the slugger to ground out, halting the White Sox rally. 

"Huge," Moore said. "He's probably done that six, seven times this season already, coming in 

with the bases loaded, and it's not like you're coming in with bases loaded facing anybody. 

That's their best hitter over there, and he did a great job." 

Panda Express: The Giants' third baseman continued a miserable stretch at the plate Friday in 

his first at-bat, flying out to left field to extend his skid to 0-for-39 -- the longest stretch in 

Giants history for a position player since at least 1900, and the longest of any position player in 

the Majors since Coco Crisp also had an 0-for-39 stretch between the 2014-15 seasons. 

Sandoval snapped out of it in a big way in the fourth, though, driving an 82-mph changeup from 

Giolito 413 feet, according to Statcast™, to give San Francisco a 3-0 lead. 

"One of those balls were going to fall one day," Sandoval said. "You're not going to be 0-for-

100, so just focus up there, try to keep working hard in the cage. Put a great performance in the 

game, that's what I was looking for. Hopefully they keep falling for me." More > 

QUOTABLE 

"He was walking away. I didn't think it was so egregious. I think mine was more true to being 

tossed." -- Renteria, on his ejection following Giolito's 

"With Pablo, nothing about me wanted to stop talking to him, cutting up with him. He's got a 

good energy, and always brings it. When you are going back and people start to leave you 

alone, I think I go the opposite. I try to keep it light, make a joke out of something here and 

there. It ain't easy. Hitting, I think, is harder than pitching, and I'm a pitcher saying that. It's all 

on your plate. You're either going to do it or not." -- Moore, on Sandoval 

UPON FURTHER REVIEW 

The Giants looked to take advantage of Chicago's second error in the first two innings by 

sending Mac Williamson to steal second base on White Sox catcher Kevan Smith. After umpires 

originally ruled that Williamson beat shortstop Tim Anderson's tag, the White Sox challenged 

that Williamson came off the base and Anderson's tag stayed on him. The call was overturned 

after a minute-long review, and the inning was over. 

WHAT'S NEXT 

Giants: Jeff Samardzija will make his first start against his former team at 4:10 p.m. PT on 

Saturday. "The Shark" pitched with the White Sox in 2015 and has pitched at least six innings in 

eight straight starts. 

White Sox: Despite taking a line drive off of his right knee in Monday's start against 
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Cleveland, James Shields will take his regular turn Saturday for a 6:10 p.m. CT first pitch against 

the Giants. Shields is winless in his last 11 starts, going 0-5 with a 6.64 ERA. 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Surgery on forearm to ends Melancon’s season 

Fabian Ardaya 

 

CHICAGO -- Giants reliever Mark Melancon's first season in San Francisco will come to an early 

end. 

The 32-year-old has opted for season-ending pronator release surgery, which Dr. Steven Shin 

will perform on Tuesday in Los Angeles, Giants manager Bruce Bochy confirmed on Friday. 

Full Game Coverage 

"We've been talking about it," Bochy said. "We just set a date after [our last series in Colorado] 

and just said, 'Let's just go ahead and get this thing done,' for his peace of mind and 

everybody's. He's at a point where it was time to go ahead and let's get this done." 

Bochy said Melancon, who didn't travel with the club to Chicago, could begin throwing again in 

six to eight weeks, and will be able to return by Spring Training. 

The surgery will alleviate chronic compression of a muscle in Melancon's right forearm, which 

the right-hander -- who signed a four-year, $62-million contract this offseason to anchor the 

back end of the Giants' bullpen -- has dealt with all season. Bochy said Melancon offered to 

continue pitching to help San Francisco down the stretch, but the club wanted to take care of 

the issue as soon as possible. 

"We appreciate that even though [the forearm tightness] was in there, he still wanted to help 

us out," Bochy said. "We certainly appreciate Mark doing that, but it's time to get that thing 

fixed and get him full-strength." 

Melancon has been on the disabled list twice this season due to his forearm, and of late, he has 

been in a setup role while Sam Dyson serves as the Giants closer. He registered a 4.50 ERA and 

11 saves in 32 appearances this season. Melancon has 179 career saves and a 2.72 ERA over 
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nine Major League seasons, and he made at least 70 appearances from 2013-16. 

The Giants' bullpen entered Friday's game against the White Sox with a 4.50 ERA, the eighth-

highest in baseball, after posting a 3.65 ERA last season. 

Posey back in lineup 

Buster Posey was back in the lineup Friday after missing Wednesday's win over the Rockies 

with a bruised ring finger on his right hand. Posey was San Francisco's designated hitter and hit 

third in the series opener against the White Sox. Bochy said he'd like to use Posey as a DH "a 

couple times" during the Interleague series in Chicago. 

"Especially with him coming off that bruised finger on his throwing hand, he's playable, but it 

just makes sense to DH him today," Bochy said. "Plus it's Nick [Hundley]'s birthday. You have to 

play on your birthday. It's a new rule." 

Posey has been the Giants' most productive this season, entering Friday's game with a team-

high .318 average to go with 12 homers, 59 RBIs and an .870 OPS in 122 games. 

Parker nears return 

Bochy said Jarrett Parker, who should be ready to go on Sunday after dealing with a mild left 

oblique strain, is a candidate to serve as a designated hitter during part of the club's three-

game set, as well. Parker took batting practice on Friday and will be re-evaluated in hopes of 

playing Sunday. 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Samardzija returns tom Chicago to face White Sox 

Fabian Armaya 

 

The Shark is back in Chi-Town. 

Jeff Samardzija will square off against his old team Saturday as he takes the mound against 

right-hander James Shields and the White Sox at Guaranteed Rate Field. 

Full Game Coverage 

The Giants' workhorse grew up 30 minutes from the White Sox ballpark looking up to former 
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slugger Ron Kittle. Samardzija played for the White Sox in 2015, going 11-13 with a 4.96 ERA in 

32 starts, before signing with San Francisco as a free agent before the '16 season. Samardzija, 

who was drafted by the Cubs, will be making his first start against the White Sox since leaving 

the organization. 

"He was a horse," said White Sox manager Rick Renteria, who managed Samardzija while both 

were with the Cubs in 2014. "Big, strong man who could go out there and eat up some innings 

with some good stuff. ... He's a guy with a power arm." 

Samardzija has been in a strong stretch, pitching at least six innings in each of his last eight 

starts and allowing three or fewer earned runs in seven of those outings. He picked up his first 

shutout since Sept. 21, 2015, on Aug. 28 against the Padres. 

"He's just gotten in such a great rhythm out there," Giants manager Bruce Bochy said. "The 

confidence he's gotten this year [has come from] throwing strikes, throwing quality strikes. Jeff, 

he's one of those guys you can ride. He's a horse that can log a lot of innings and pitches for 

you. He's getting to be more of a complete pitcher and using all of his pitches." 

Shields (2-6, 5.72 ERA) had a shaky start on Monday against the Indians. He took a 104.5 mph 

line drive off the bat of Indians catcher Francisco Mejia off his right knee and sustained a 

contusion that caused him to leave the game after allowing four runs in 6 1/3 innings. Shields is 

0-5 with a 6.22 ERA in 10 starts since the All-Star break. 

Three things to know about the game 

• Buster Posey will likely be the Giants' designated hitter on Saturday. He missed Wednesday's 

game against Colorado with a bruised right ring finger and returned in Friday's opener, hitting 

third as the DH. 

• The White Sox have slow-played the return of MLBPipeline.com's top prospect, Yoan 

Moncada, who was activated off the disabled list this week after dealing with a right shin 

contusion. Since being activated on Tuesday, Moncada has started three of the White Sox four 

games. 

"We'll see how he finishes after tonight's game and then we'll make a determination as to what 
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he's going to do tomorrow," Renteria said. "I think he's been OK." 

• Entering Friday's game, in the 63 games in which the Giants have scored four or more runs, 

they are 42-21. They are 13-66 when they score three or fewer. 

 

 

 

ESPN.com 

Mookie Betts is suffering a power outage. Does it matter? 

Scott Lauber 

 

BOSTON -- Mookie Betts awoke in Seattle on July 25, the morning after the Boston Red 

Sox were held to four hits and shut out for the ninth time in 101 games, and tweeted a picture 

of himself with David Ortiz. The last line of Betts' 94-character caption, complete with emojis 

and a hash tag, seemed to reflect the mood of the team. 

I miss you big bro 

ix weeks later, the Red Sox are in the pole position in the American League East. But if they hold 

off the New York Yankees and claim their second consecutive division title, they will have done 

so in a different fashion than at almost any time in their history. The days of pounding 

opponents into submission with home runs went away with Ortiz. These Red Sox win with 

pitching, defense and by running the bases like daredevils. 

Betts personifies that aggressive, up-tempo style. He was supposed to fill the middle-of-the-

order power vacuum when Ortiz retired after last season. After all, Betts had just come off a 

year in which he bashed 31 homers en route to being runner-up to Mike Trout in the AL MVP 

race. And at age 24, the star right fielder is still getting stronger. 

Instead, Betts was stuck on 18 homers for 144 plate appearances until he went deep Friday 

night in the first inning of a 9-3 victory over the Tampa Bay Rays. It was only his third homer 

since the All-Star break, leaving him on pace to finish the season with 21. Moreover, his .779 

OPS ranks 88th among 152 players with enough at-bats to qualify for the batting title in either 

league. 

Strictly from an offensive standpoint, the drop-off has raised questions about whether Betts 

merely had a career year last season. 

Warning-track power 

Mookie Betts' at-bats per home run and home runs per fly ball, now and then: 

 
2016 2017 PRE-BREAK 2017 SINCE 

AB per HR 21.7 22.1 69.7 
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2016 2017 PRE-BREAK 2017 SINCE 

HR per FB 14.3% 13.1% 4.9% 

Source: ESPN Stats & Information 

"Mookie is one I would not worry about," says one National League scout who recently saw the 

Red Sox. "The man can play." 

Indeed, Betts has still piled up 5.5 wins above replacement, based on calculations by Baseball-

Reference.com, fifth-most among AL position players. That's a testament to Betts' defense and 

baserunning. 

Entering Friday night, when he made a stellar running catch in the first inning, Betts led all 

players with 29 defensive runs saved, according to Baseball Info Solutions, three shy of his 

majors-leading total from last season. In addition to stealing 23 bases in 26 attempts, he paces 

the Red Sox with 20 bases taken on fly balls, wild pitches, passed balls, balks or defensive 

indifference. And he has succeeded in advancing more than one base on a single or two bases 

on a double 68 percent of the time, which also leads the team. 

Consider the effect Betts had on Tuesday night's game against the Toronto Blue Jays. After 

ripping a double in the ninth inning, he dashed to third base on a grounder to third 

baseman Josh Donaldson, which enabled him to score the tying run one batter later on a 

groundout. In the 19th inning, Betts made an astute read on Hanley Ramirez's bloop single to 

center field and scored the winning run from second base in a 3-2 victory. 

"I'm just trying to affect the game in some way whenever I get an opportunity," Betts says. "If 

that's stealing a base, making a catch, beating out a double play, whatever it may be." 

Betts' ability to be a difference-maker even when he's struggling at the plate has kept him in 

the lineup, too. 

At various times this season, Red Sox manager John Farrell has attempted to jump-start a 

slumping player by giving him a two- or three-day mental break. It happened with center 

fielder Jackie Bradley Jr. in May, left fielder Andrew Benintendi at the end of July and recently 

with shortstop Xander Bogaerts and rookie third baseman Rafael Devers. Not Betts, who has 

started all but two of 52 games since the All-Star break despite batting only .244 with 16 extra-

base hits and a .663 OPS. 

"He impacts the game so many different ways," Farrell says. "The defensive side of it is a key 

component to it, and when he does get on base, he's a threat, obviously. He's been a major 

player for us." 
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But if the Red Sox are going to make a legitimate run at the World Series, they need Betts' bat 

to heat up, which brings us back to Ortiz. 

Big Papi's absence has been felt in many ways. 

The Red Sox miss his plus-sized personality, including his booming laugh and frequently off-

color sense of humor. There was a magnetism about Ortiz. He always drew the spotlight, 

thereby shielding his younger teammates from bearing the full brunt of the glare in a sports-

obsessed market that expects its teams to win all the time. 

Ortiz had a similar influence in the middle of the order. Until his final game, he was among the 

most feared sluggers in baseball, a force to be reckoned with whenever he came to the plate. 

The mere specter of having to face Ortiz with runners on base in a close game changed the way 

teams approached pitching to everyone else in the Red Sox's lineup. 

Without Ortiz around, opponents have shifted their focus to Betts. 

"There's a guy, No. 34, not in that lineup anymore, and as a pitcher, you work them different 

without the big man in there," the NL scout says. "The league has adjusted to [Betts], and he 

will adjust back." 

Specifically, Betts has seen more sliders -- one out of every five pitches, according to Fangraphs, 

compared with 17.8 percent of the time last season. Betts is known for his lightning-fast hands, 

and teams seem to be more cognizant of his ability to turn on inside pitches. As a result, 

pitchers have attacked him on the outside part of the plate and even off the plate. 

Mostly, though, Betts simply isn't getting as many pitches to hit. Through Thursday, only 43.4 

percent of the pitches he saw were in the strike zone, down from 47.6 percent last year and 

49.1 percent in 2015. And although his strikeout total has remained low and he continues to 

make consistent contact, he also hasn't driven the ball with as much authority. If anything, 

Betts has been more prone to popups than the average major league hitter. 

"If they pitch him in the zone, he's going to hit," Red Sox hitting coach Chili Davis says. "The 

problem is, when they start teasing you outside your zone, how far outside your zone are you 

going to go? When he's not feeling good at the plate, he tends to go a little too far outside his 

zone." 

Betts has a simpler way of explaining it. 

"Just not being consistent, not swinging at good pitches," he said recently. "Pretty much doing a 

whole bunch of things you're not supposed to do. Just got to work on getting it right." 
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Here's the good news for the Red Sox: Betts and Davis say they believe they found the answer. 

For weeks, Davis believed Betts' stride length was the problem. But during a recent video 

session, they agreed that it was Betts' balance that was out of whack. In an attempt to reach 

pitches on the outer half of the plate, he was lunging too far and actually moving away from the 

ball. 

"The pitches that he got to easily -- the inside pitch, the middle pitch and even the pitch away -- 

he wasn't getting to any of them," Davis says. "His swing got long, and then he couldn't get to 

the ball inside. And even if he got hits, the ball wasn't jumping off his bat. Once he straightened 

that out, he was getting to the ball inside. And then the sliders he was on, he stayed with them 

longer and he could hit them wherever he saw them." 

Five days ago, Davis says Betts emerged from batting practice by declaring, "Man, that's the 

best BP I've taken in a long time." Sure enough, Betts has six hits, including three doubles and a 

home run, in his past four games. 

"I think I'm coming around," Betts says, "getting better day by day." 

In spring training, Betts told anyone who asked that he wouldn't use last season as a bar to 

measure his goals for this year. The implication was that even he suspected he would be hard-

pressed to have another 30-homer output. 

Farrell says he doesn't believe last season was an outlier. Neither does Davis. Betts doesn't 

profile as a prototypical slugger, but the Red Sox are confident he will once again show middle-

of-the-order power even without Ortiz around to provide cover for him. 

"It's tough to match [last year's] numbers, but the feel and the consistency can always get 

better," Davis says. "Mookie is a perfectionist. I think that's what makes him so good as a 

player. Where others might look at him and go, 'Man, you're having a nice year; it's not last 

year, but you're swinging good,' he's going to respond with, 'Yeah, but I don't feel right.' 

"For me, what I'm disappointed in is that it took us so long to get to what could make him feel 

comfortable. But hey, it's a learning experience for everybody. Hey, I had sleepless nights, too." 

And while the Red Sox wait for Betts' bat to fully awaken, they will happily take his game-

changing defense and baserunning. 

"People have to remember it's a tough game and guys don't always rake every year," says the 

NL scout. "They can trade him to my team any time they want." 


