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DODGERS.COM 

 

Hatcher posts scoreless rehab inning  

 

By Ken Gurnick 

 

LOS ANGELES -- Dodgers reliever Chris Hatcher struck out the side in a scoreless inning in his second 

Minor League rehab appearance for Class A Rancho Cucamonga on Monday night. 

 

Hatcher, recovering from a strained oblique, rebounded from a shaky first appearance on Friday night, 

when he allowed two earned runs on three hits in one inning for Rancho Cucamonga. 

 

The right-hander, acquired from Miami in the Dee Gordon trade last offseason for a bullpen setup role, 

hasn't pitched for the Dodgers since June 14. In 27 games, he has a 6.38 ERA and two saves. 

 

 

Dodgers open to Puig deal if return is right  

 

By Adam Berry 

 

Could Dodgers outfielder Yasiel Puig be on the move this week? 

 

The Dodgers have let teams know that Puig could be acquired "in the right deal," USA TODAY's Bob 

Nightengale reported Monday night. As MLB.com's Ken Gurnick reported on Saturday, Puig has not been 

told by the Dodgers that he won't be traded. The club hasn't confirmed the most recent report. 

 

Puig has not been mentioned as a trade candidate within the Dodgers' internal talks, manager Don 

Mattingly told reporters on Saturday. 

 

According to the USA TODAY report, leading up to Friday's 1 p.m. PT non-waiver Trade Deadline, the 

Dodgers' top prospects are drawing more interest than Puig, who is under club control through the 2019 

season. 

 

The 24-year-old right fielder's numbers are down this year, but he has still been a productive player. 

After batting .305/.386/.502 with 35 home runs over his first two seasons, Puig has hit just .253 with a 

.750 OPS, six homers and 22 RBIs in 53 games. 

 



The Dodgers are reportedly in the market for at least one starting pitcher to bolster their rotation 

alongside Zack Greinke and Clayton Kershaw. 

 

 

Olivera 'doing great,' Frias healthy after rehab start  

 

By Ken Gurnick 

 

LOS ANGELES -- When the Dodgers traded Juan Uribe in late May, the primary reason given was that 

Justin Turner had won the starting third-base job and Uribe wanted more playing time. 

 

The secondary reason was that, one week earlier, the club had finally completed the signing of 30-year-

old Cuban infielder Hector Olivera for $62.5 million to be the third -- or second -- baseman in the very 

near future. 

 

The Dodgers put Olivera, who hadn't played competitively for two years, on the fast track. In the months 

leading up to his signing, he worked himself into playing shape at the club's academy in the Dominican 

Republic. Olivera spent one week at the team's Arizona training complex after signing, played one week 

for Double-A Tulsa, then played another week for Triple-A Oklahoma City. 

 

On June 20, Olivera strained his left hamstring, initially believed to be a minor injury. On July 7, he 

returned to game action in the Rookie-level Arizona League and played six games -- and has been 

sidelined ever since. 

 

Gabe Kapler, director of player development, issued the following upbeat update on Monday regarding 

Olivera's recovery, which notably lacks a timetable for his return. 

 

"Hector is doing great," said Kapler. "He's recovering beautifully, running to increase speed and stride 

length. Working his tail off. Taking swings off the tee and looks strong and fluid." 

 

Kapler also reported that Carlos Frias, whose Minor League rehab start for Class A Rancho Cucamonga 

on Sunday ended after only two-thirds of an inning, exited the game healthy. Frias notched 24 pitches 

and earned two runs. 

 

Frias has been dealing with lingering lower-back pain, his absence providing a greater sense of urgency 

for the Dodgers to deal for starting pitching before Friday's non-waiver Trade Deadline. 

 

Frias had taken the starting slot belonging to Brandon McCarthy, who is out for the year with Tommy 

John surgery. Brandon Beachy stood in after Frias' injury for two shaky starts, then was optioned to 

Triple-A. Zach Lee filled the slot Saturday night in New York, losing in his Major League debut. 

 



The Dodgers have been linked to virtually every available starting pitcher believed to be on the market -- 

most notably Philadelphia's Cole Hamels -- and some that aren't, like Detroit's David Price, who might be 

their true target. 

 

 

Pederson, Puig make top 25-and-unders list 

 

By  Anthony Castrovince 

 

If we had to pinpoint the one theme of this 2015 season that stands out above all others, it's 

unquestionably the dominating impact and the infusion of youth on the Major League scene. Never was 

this more evident than on Monday night when 23-year-old Cubs rookie Kris Bryant cracked his first 

career walk-off homer into the Wrigley Field bleachers to give the Cubs a dramatic 9-8 win against the 

Rockies. 

 

And just an hour or so before Bryant's blast landed, the mere suggestion that the Dodgers might 

consider trading 24-year-old Yasiel Puig turned social media upside down. 

 

Be it the promotions of prominent prospects -- such as Bryant and Carlos Correa -- who were household 

names before they even reached the bigs or the stunningly swift maturation of guys barely old enough 

to rent a car -- think Bryce Harper and Carlos Martinez -- it's become abundantly clear that the game's 

present and future are in great hands. 

 

"The group of young players that we have today is just absolutely outstanding," Commissioner Rob 

Manfred said. "They're great on the field. They're really great human beings off the field. And I think 

they provide a real opportunity for the game to move forward." 

 

To wit, this year's All-Star Game rosters featured 20 players age 25 or younger -- the most in history -- 

and 11 of MLB's 30 teams reached the midway mark with a player 25 or under leading them in Wins 

Above Replacement. If that holds true at season's end, it would mark the first time since 1980 that so 

many teams were led in WAR by players that young. 

 

And as we showed yesterday, additional data further backs this up. We are in the midst of a golden 

generation of young talent in the game. 

 

With that in mind, here are our Top 25-and-Unders, our ranking of the top 25 players age 25 and 

younger. All players who were 25 and under as of July 1, 2015 -- their age-25 season or younger -- were 

eligible for votes, and the list was selected by a panel of MLB.com and MLB Network analysts, including 

two former Major League general managers (Dan O'Dowd and Jim Duquette). 

 

Here is how the vote turned out, with a look at how each player rose to prominence. 

 



1. Mike Trout, CF (age 23) 

Born: Vineland, N.J. 

HS: Millville (N.J.) HS 

Twenty-four players were taken before Trout in the 2009 Draft. He is from Millville, N.J., so his high 

school career wasn't heavily scouted, and there was some hesitation in the industry about his level of 

competition and his rawness. So he sat there alone, hanging on every pick, at the MLB Network studios 

on Draft day until the Angels, who could afford to take some risk with five of the top 48 selections in 

that Draft, made his wait worth it. Trout has been making history ever since, winning one American 

League Most Valuable Player Award, the AL Rookie of the Year Award and two consecutive All-Star 

Game MVP Awards, all before his 24th birthday. 

 

2. Bryce Harper, OF (age 22) 

Born: Las Vegas 

HS: Las Vegas HS 

College: College of Southern Nevada 

At 12 years old in 2005, Harper became the youngest player ever to attend a Perfect Game showcase, 

and even then his powerful swing and his athleticism were raising eyebrows. At 16, he was on the cover 

of Sports Illustrated. At 17, having earned his GED to jump-start his Draft eligibility, Harper was the No. 1 

overall pick by the Nationals. At 19, he won the National League Rookie of the Year Award. And at 22, 

Harper is in the midst of a major bid for the NL MVP Award. 

 

3. Manny Machado, 3B (age 23)  

Born: Hialeah, Fla. 

HS: Brito Miami Private School (Miami) 

As a Miami native of Dominican Republic descent, Machado heard the Alex Rodriguez comparisons long 

before he went pro. But he also made a name for himself by leading USA Baseball's 18 & Under team to 

a gold medal in the Pan American Junior Championship, and the Orioles took the athletic shortstop with 

burgeoning power and defensive prowess at No. 3 overall in 2010. Though knee woes hindered 

Machado in '13 and '14, he's been a legit superstar this season. 

 

4. Giancarlo Stanton, OF (age 25) 

Born: Panorama City, Calif. 

HS: Notre Dame HS (Sherman Oaks, Calif.) 

Stanton was a three-sport star in high school, and he might have been an even better receiver and 

rebounder than he was a baseball player, which helps to explain why he went to the Marlins in the 

second round of the 2007 Draft, not the first. But once his attention was no longer divided, he began to 

take off. According to Statcast™, Stanton has hit five of the 13 longest homers this season, despite 

missing the past month with a broken hand. 

5. Sonny Gray, RHP (age 25)  

Born: Nashville, Tenn. 

HS: Smyrna (Tenn.) HS 

College: Vanderbilt University 



The youthful-looking Gray could be mistaken for a high school kid -- until he takes the mound. He had 

his coming-out party in the 2013 AL Division Series, when he was a little-known rookie who had two 

fantastic duels with Justin Verlander. Since then, Gray has established himself as the A's ace, with crazy 

movement on pitches that seem to have a mind of their own. He is used to being on center stage, having 

not only led his football to two state championships as the starting quarterback, but also starring in a 

school production of "High School Musical." 

 

6. Jose Fernandez, RHP (age 22) 

Born: Santa Clara, Villa Clara, Cuba 

HS: Braulio Alonso HS (Tampa, Fla.) 

The lightning-armed Fernandez has said he takes a look at himself in the mirror every morning and 

reminds himself where he came from. He unsuccessfully tried to flee his native Cuba and was 

imprisoned three times. On the fourth attempt, the boat Fernandez was on was peppered with bullets 

by Cuban soldiers, and his mother fell off the boat and nearly drowned. Somehow, he made it to Miami, 

settled in Tampa and developed into an elite arm, getting drafted at 18 and finishing third in the NL Cy 

Young Award voting in his 20-year-old rookie season for the Marlins. Now Fernandez is back from 

Tommy John surgery to continue his journey. 

 

7. Madison Bumgarner, LHP (age 25) 

Born: Hickory, N.C. 

HS: South Caldwell HS (Hudson, N.C.) 

A three-time World Series champion with one of the best all-time October résumés, all before the age of 

26. Not bad for a kid from small-town North Carolina, one who was so homesick after he first signed 

with the Giants and went to instructional league that he considered quitting the game. 

 

8. Carlos Correa, SS (age 20) 

Born: Ponce, Puerto Rico 

HS: Puerto Rico Baseball Academy (Gurabo, PR) 

As a kid in Puerto Rico, Correa began helping his father, a construction worker, on job sites when he was 

just 8. Working in the heat convinced him that he'd better get really good at baseball, so that hard labor 

would not be the focal point of his future. With stunning athleticism and growing power, Correa is a 

remarkably mature person and player at 20, already impacting the Astros in a major way and rewarding 

their decision to make a 17-year-old slugging shortstop the No. 1 overall pick in the 2012 Draft. 

 

9. Anthony Rizzo, 1B (age 25) 

Born: Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

HS: Stoneman-Douglas HS (Parkland, Fla.) 

Rizzo has leaped over every hurdle he's encountered on his ascent to star status. He was diagnosed with 

limited stage classical Hodgkin's lymphoma. Rizzo was traded twice before the age of 23. He heard the 

scouts and the skeptics who first said he couldn't catch up with high-velocity fastballs and then 

questioned his ability to hit lefties. Rizzo has overcome all of that to become a two-time All-Star and a 

cornerstone for the improving Cubs. 



 

10. Gerrit Cole, RHP (age 24) 

Born: Newport Beach, Calif. 

HS: Orange Lutheran HS (Orange, Calif.) 

College: UCLA 

We got our first glimpse of Cole during the 2001 World Series, when the 11-year-old was shown on TV 

with a sign that said "Yankee Fan Today Tomorrow Forever." Seven years later, the Yankees drafted him 

28th in the first round … and Cole turned them down, opting instead to continue his education at UCLA. 

Three years after that, the Pirates got him at No. 1 overall, and he's since ascended to the forefront of 

their rotation with nasty stuff and leadership qualities. 

 

11. Kris Bryant, 3B (age 23)  

Born: Las Vegas 

HS: Bonanza HS (Las Vegas) 

College: San Diego 

If you think those Cubs-Nationals games featuring Bryant and Harper are fun, you should have seen 

them when they were a couple of 9-year-olds playing against each other in the Las Vegas area. Bryant 

took a different, more traditional path to the big leagues, opting to attend the University of San Diego 

after the Blue Jays drafted him in the 18th round in 2010. Three years later, the Cubs got him with the 

second overall pick, and two years after that, Bryant earned All-Star honors a little more than two 

months into his MLB career. 

 

12. Nolan Arenado, 3B (age 24)  

Born: Newport Beach, Calif. 

HS: El Toro HS (Lake Forest, Calif.) 

Arguably the best defensive third baseman in baseball, Arenado was actually thought to perhaps be in 

line for a position change when he was drafted 59th overall out of high school in 2009. Some questioned 

his footwork and wondered if his future might be in the outfield or at first base. But the emerging star 

for the Rockies erased all doubts with his range and arm strength, and Arenado's bat was always an 

asset. 

 

13. Jose Altuve, 2B (age 25) 

Born: Maracay, Venezuela 

The littlest guy on this list is also one of the most productive. Listed at 5-foot-6, Altuve has a presence 

bigger than his body. At 16, he was cut from his first tryout camp with the Astros in his native Venezuela, 

but he showed up the next day and told the evaluators, "Don't judge me by size, but how I play." Altuve 

earned a $15,000 signing bonus, and his steady bat and fleet feet allowed for an ascension to the big 

leagues, where in 2014, he became Houston's first batting champion. 

 

14. George Springer, OF (age 25) 

Born: New Britain, Conn. 

HS: Avon Old Farms School (Avon, Conn.) 



College: Connecticut 

Only a broken wrist could stall what has been a steady rise to star status for Springer at the big league 

level. The Astros grabbed the UConn product with the 11th overall pick in the 2011 Draft, and they liked 

him so much that they tried -- unsuccessfully -- to sign him to a long-term extension before he even set 

foot in the big leagues. Springer arrived in 2014, and his combination of power and speed make him a 

threat to join the 40/40 Club. 

 

15. Freddie Freeman, 1B (age 25) 

Born: Fountain Valley, Calif. 

HS: El Modena HS (Orange, Calif.) 

The Braves drastically overhauled their roster over the winter, but Freeman's productive bat remains the 

organizational cornerstone thanks to the now rare ability to hit to all fields with power. A dual citizen of 

the U.S. and Canada (where his parents were born), Freeman was the 2011 NL Rookie of the Year Award 

runner-up to teammate Craig Kimbrel, and he's since made two All-Star appearances. 

 

16. Joc Pederson, OF (age 23) 

Born: Palo Alto, Calif. 

HS: Palo Alto (Calif.) HS 

Signability concerns led Pederson to fall all the way to the 11th round of the 2010 Draft. The Dodgers 

scooped him up and gave him a $600,000 bonus that has proven to be well worth it. His power game 

developed as he climbed the Minor League ladder, and he emerged this year as the Dodgers' everyday 

center fielder, a leading NL Rookie of the Year Award candidate and the Home Run Derby runner-up. 

Pederson's dad, Stu, played eight hitless games with the Dodgers in 1985. Suffice it to say Pederson's 

career is off to a better start. 

 

17. Yasiel Puig, OF (age 24) 

Born: Cienfuegos, Cienfuegos, Cuba 

After he defected from his native Cuba and established temporary residency in Mexico, Puig was 

given a seven-year, $42 million contract by the Dodgers in 2012. A year later, he got to the bigs and 

made an instant impact, earning the nickname "Wild Horse" from Vin Scully because of the risks he'd 

take on the field. Love or hate him, he's one of the game's few true five-tool talents. 

 

18. Michael Wacha, RHP (age 24) 

Born: Iowa City, Iowa 

HS: Pleasant Grove HS (Texarkana, Texas) 

College: Texas A&M 

From the legion of tall, competitive and dominant arms that brought you Chris Carpenter and Adam 

Wainwright comes Wacha, the latest Cardinal with major mystique on the mound. Just a little more than 

a year after the Cards took him with the 19th overall pick out of Texas A&M in the 2012 Draft, Wacha 

took a no-hitter into the eighth inning in the NL Division Series in just his 10th Major League start, and 

he won NL Championship Series MVP honors. He's been a steady, All-Star-worthy force ever since. 

 



19. Jason Heyward, OF (age 25) 

Born: Ridgewood, N.J. 

HS: Henry County HS (McDonough, Ga.) 

The stories about how Heyward fell to his hometown Braves at No. 14 overall in the 2007 Draft are 

legendary. Reportedly, former Atlanta scouting director Roy Clark had an agreement with Heyward's 

high school coach to throw bad batting practice in front of other scouts so that they wouldn't see 

Heyward at his best. Whatever the tactic, the end result was Heyward winning two Gold Gloves and 

making an All-Star appearance in five seasons in Atlanta, before his trade to the Cardinals last winter for 

the player two spots below him on this list. 

 

20. Mookie Betts, OF (age 22) 

Born: Nashville, Tenn. 

HS: John Overton HS (Nashville, Tenn.) 

For all those who strongly felt baseball needed another Mookie, here you go. Actually, though, the first 

sport this Mookie excelled at was bowling, which he took up when he was just 2. Betts has claimed to 

have averaged a 225 while rolling five days a week last offseason. But Betts clearly need not pursue a 

professional bowling career as a fallback option, because his speed, power, athleticism and patience 

make him a dynamic leadoff threat for the Red Sox. 

 

21. Shelby Miller, RHP (age 24) 

Born: Houston, Texas 

HS: Brownwood (Texas) HS 

A hard-thrower from rural Texas, Miller was often compared to a young Nolan Ryan when the Cardinals 

drafted him with the 19th overall pick in 2009. In his rookie season of 2013, he had some Ryan-like 

flashes of dominance in the first half, though his effectiveness waned a bit in the second and the Cards 

famously used him for only one inning in the postseason. After a wayward '14, they traded Miller to 

Atlanta, and the Braves have watched him put together a breakout All-Star season. 

 

22. Carlos Martinez, RHP (age 23) 

Born: Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic 

It's a good thing Martinez abandoned his initial plans to become a priest, because baseball has worked 

out wonderfully for him. It's also a good thing that the Cardinals did the necessary investigative work to 

clear up the confusion about Martinez's birth records that had led to the cancellation of his initial deal 

with the Red Sox. Martinez had gone by his uncle's last name, Matias, until the death certificate of his 

birth mother proved his real identity to the U.S. Consulate. The Cards were able to sign Martinez at 18, 

and now, at 23, he's used his electric stuff to become an All-Star. 

 

23. Eric Hosmer, 1B (age 25) 

Born: South Miami, Fla. 

HS: American Heritage School (Plantation, Fla.) 

Did you have one of those Tony Gwynn-endorsed Solohitters in your backyard as a kid? Hosmer, the son 

of a firefighter and a nurse, did, and he'd spend hours hacking at that ball attached to the elastic cord, 



honing the swing that would earn him a $6 million signing bonus when the Royals drafted him third 

overall in 2008. Hoz's well-documented promise and potential really came to fruition during the Royals' 

2014 AL pennant run, during which he famously bought drinks for everybody in a Kansas City bar to 

celebrate the team's advancement. 

 

24. Salvador Perez, C (age 25) 

Born: Valencia, Venezuela 

Abandoned by his father and raised by his mother and grandmother, Perez was enrolled in a baseball 

school in his native Venezuela at age six. By age 8, he was convinced his future was at catcher. By 16, the 

Royals had taken notice and signed him to a $65,000 bonus, and now he's one of the faces of their 

franchise and one of the best all-around catchers in the game. Perez caught 150 games in the regular 

season last year, followed that up by catching every game of the Royals' run to the World Series and 

then participated in the Japan All-Star Series. He simply loves to play, and Kansas City fans love him. 

 

25. Xander Bogaerts, SS (age 22) 

Born: Oranjestad, Aruba 

HS: Colegio Arubano (AW) 

Just the fifth player from Aruba to reach the big leagues (joining Sidney Ponson, Calvin Maduro, Gene 

Kingsale and Radhames Dykhoff), Bogaerts arrived in 2013 and looked surprisingly comfortable on the 

October stage, especially for a 20-year-old. He played a big role for the Red Sox in the ALCS win over the 

Tigers that preceded their World Series title. Now established as the starting shortstop, Bogaerts has 

made serious offensive strides in 2015. 

 

Also receiving votes: Byron Buxton (Twins), Steven Matz (Mets), Jake Odorizzi (Rays), Joe Panik (Giants), 

Anthony Rendon (Nationals), Addison Russell (Cubs), Miguel Sano (Twins), Kyle Schwarber (Cubs), 

Andrelton Simmons (Braves), Noah Syndergaard (Mets), Kolten Wong (Cardinals). 

 

 

LA TIMES 

 

Would Dodgers trade Yasiel Puig? Unlikely, but he can't rule it out  

 

By Dylan Hernandez 

 

Yasiel Puig has played in only 53 of the Dodgers' 100 games. After spending five weeks on the disabled 

list because of a strained hamstring, he is batting .253 with six home runs and 22 runs batted in. 

 

"The season hasn't turned out the way I wanted," Puig said in Spanish. 

 

Now, with Friday's nonwaiver trade deadline fast approaching, Puig is bracing himself for the possibility 

of another unexpected turn — the prospect of a trade. 

 



Like Matt Kemp before his breakout season in 2011, Puig is a divisive figure to observers close and far, 

who debate whether he will ever realize his seemingly limitless potential. As was the case with Kemp, 

this has resulted in discussion around baseball about whether the Dodgers should and would trade Puig. 

 

If Puig had a say, he would go nowhere. 

 

"Players never want to be traded from their first team," he said. "But that's not our decision." 

 

Puig raised the example of Dee Gordon, the All-Star second baseman who was traded to the Miami 

Marlins over the winter. 

 

"Dee Gordon didn't want to be traded from here and they traded him," he said. 

 

Puig said that if he is traded, he would like to respond the way Gordon did. Gordon, who was sidelined 

by a thumb injury earlier this month, is second in the National League with a .338 batting average. 

 

 

"I'll play anywhere," Puig said. "I came to the United States [from Cuba] to play baseball. Baseball is the 

same anywhere. If they want to trade me, that's their decision. I can't do anything about that." 

 

ESPN Deportes and CBS Sports reported over the weekend that Puig asked for, and received, assurances 

he wouldn't be traded. Puig said that never happened. 

 

But Dodgers Chairman Mark Walter recently voiced his support of the former All-Star outfielder, saying, 

"I wouldn't give up on him now." 

 

Walter added that he thought Puig, 24, would develop into "a great player." 

 

Puig nodded when asked about Walter's comments. 

 

"I appreciate that," he said. "I'll continue working hard so the owner of the team can continue to believe 

in me." 

 

At this point, a deal involving Puig appears unlikely. Manager Don Mattingly said he hasn't heard Puig's 

name mentioned in any internal trade discussions. 

 

While his production has been underwhelming, Puig remains one of the sport's most marketable 

players. He is also under an extremely team-friendly contract. 

 

Puig is earning $4.5 million this season, which is considerably less than a comparable outfielder would 

cost the Dodgers on the open market. Andre Ethier is earning $18 million. 

 



In addition to being relatively inexpensive, Puig isn't eligible to become a free agent until after the 2019 

season. 

 

The Dodgers remain in search of starting pitching since their rotation has been heavily compromised by 

the season-ending surgeries to Hyun-Jin Ryu and Brandon McCarthy. The team's current No. 4 starter, 

Mike Bolsinger, has been inconsistent. Carlos Frias, who started the month as the team's fifth starter, is 

on the disabled list. Frias was replaced by Brandon Beachy and, later, Zach Lee, neither of whom 

inspired confidence. 

 

"I think we're optimistic we'll be able to do something," General Manager Farhan Zaidi said. "You just 

never know until something is done. Based on where our conversations are, we're optimistic." 

 

The trade market has started to define itself, according to Zaidi. 

 

"The matchup of buyers and sellers is starting to happen," he said. "We're continuing to have active 

conversations with a bunch of different clubs." 

 

Front-line pitchers Johnny Cueto and Scott Kazmir are off the market, having been traded in recent days 

to the Kansas City Royals and Houston Astros, respectively. 

 

Possible remaining targets for the Dodgers include Cole Hamels of the Philadelphia Phillies, David Price 

of the Detroit Tigers, Yovani Gallardo of the Texas Rangers, Jeff Samardzija of Chicago White Sox, and 

James Shields, Tyson Ross and Andrew Cashner of the San Diego Padres. 

 

Up next 

 

Left-hander Brett Anderson (5-5, 3.33 earned-run average) will start for the Dodgers against the Oakland 

Athletics and All-Star right-hander Sonny Gray (10-4, 2.30) at Dodger Stadium at 7:10 p.m. TV: 

SportsNetLA. Radio: 570, 1020. 

 

 

Bandwagon update: Giants are the team to beat  

 

By Steve Dilbeck 

 

Every day I get these lovely tweets from my adoring public, reminding me that back in February I labeled 

the Padres the team to beat in the National League West. 

 

And here late in July they look pretty beaten, so I say to all that I missed that one. I overrated their 

lineup, could not foresee the collective mediocrity of their rotation, did not heed enough the warnings 

of their defense. 

 



Get news and notes on all the Dodgers matchups >> 

So now on the eve of the trade deadline, I admit I was wrong in proclaiming the Padres the team to 

beat. 

 

Obviously, the Giants are. 

 

That’s right, oh haters of all things orange and black, the evil Giants. They’re coming at the Dodgers like 

a runaway train. They have won 11 of their last 12 games. They are just one game back. They have found 

their World Series mojo and there is little reason to believe things will dramatically change soon. 

 

For the last five seasons, people – OK, people down here – have looked at the Giants and wondered how 

they did it. In three of those five seasons, they did it enough to win the World Series. 

 

They have been a seriously streaky team this season, but once again have shown an uncanny ability to 

re-invent themselves. 

 

Beloved third base star Pablo Sandoval signs with the Red Sox and his appointed successor, Casey 

McGehee, bombs? No problem, they invent a guy named Matt Duffy. All he’s doing is batting third in the 

lineup (.302/.342/.466) ahead of Buster Posey. 

 

The rotation looks a tad creaky with 173-year-old Tim Hudson and 38-year-old Ryan Vogelsong? No 

biggie, they invent a guy named Chris Heston. That would be the right-hander who threw a no-hitter 

against the Mets last month. 

 

Heston (10-5, 3.18, 1.15 WHIP) was a 12th-round pick, Duffy went on the 18th out of Long Beach State. 

Somehow the Giants do this stuff. 

 

FOR THE RECORD 

 

July 27, 2:42 p.m.: An earlier version of this article gave Chris Heston's WHIP as 11.15. It is 1.15. 

 

Now the Giants are rolling and expect to get outfielder Aoki Nori back from the disabled list Monday. 

Like the Dodgers, they could use another starting pitcher, so that could prove interesting. 

 

But the Giants are one confident team regardless, a confidence borne not just of their recent World 

Series success or current hot streak. They’ve won nine of 12 games against the Dodgers this season. 

 

The Dodgers and Giants don’t meet again until the final day of August, time for things to change or 

become more cemented. 

 

The Dodgers have allowed all this to happen because they couldn’t put the Giants away when they had 

the chance. Since May 12 the Dodgers have played .500 ball (34-34). 



 

That’s not the way to grab a title. Not when the team to beat is breathing down your neck. 

 

As always, I eagerly await your tweets. 

 

 

OC REGISTER 

 

Dodgers need starting pitching, but they're not tipping their hand  

 

By Bill Plunkett 

 

Their need is clear. Their willingness to deal is well-established. And their resources are unmatched. 

 

So why haven’t the Dodgers done something already? 

 

“I think everybody’s going through their due diligence,” first-year GM Farhan Zaidi said as Friday’s non-

waiver trade deadline approached. “Buyers like us are trying to evaluate who’s out there and what 

prices are. Sellers are trying to make sure that they’re not leaving any stone unturned with buyers. I 

think there’s a lot of searching going on. 

 

“The question is when does the sort of matching start and deals start getting executed? Certainly having 

motivated buyers – and we have been and continue to be – that can potentially help pull the trigger 

sooner than the 31st. But at the end of the day, teams might just want to wait to the deadline to see 

what’s out there.” 

 

Deals have started to get done, though, and Zaidi said he is “optimistic” the Dodgers will make a move 

before the deadline that will improve the team. 

 

WHAT THEY NEED 

 

The Dodgers have had 14 different pitchers start games this season, the most in the majors. They have 

needed starting pitching since both Brandon McCarthy (Tommy John surgery) and Hyun-Jin Ryu 

(shoulder surgery) were lost for the season – maybe even before that. 

 

Zack Greinke is a virtual lock to exercise the opt-out clause in his contract next fall, potentially leaving 

the Dodgers with only Clayton Kershaw, the rehabbing Ryu and McCarthy and Mike Bolsinger as the 

2016 rotation. Ideally, they would like to add a starting pitcher who both strengthens the rotation this 

year and can be kept around to flesh it out into the future. 

 

Given how thin their bullpen options have become (only Kenley Jansen and J.P. Howell can be 

considered reliable performers), it might not hurt to add to that group as well. 



 

WHO IT MIGHT BE 

 

Even with the trades of Johnny Cueto and Scott Kazmir last week – two of the Dodgers’ targets – there is 

still a long list of starting pitchers who could move before Friday’s deadline. 

 

The list starts with Cole Hamels and could get even more attractive at the elite end if the Detroit Tigers 

make David Price available. Beyond those two, the list of options moves on to Jeff Samardzija, Yovani 

Gallardo, Mike Leake and – if the San Diego Padres are serious about breaking up what they just built – 

Tyson Ross and Andrew Cashner. 

 

Hamels or Price won’t come cheap. Hamels (who will turn 32 in December) is signed through 2018 at a 

reasonable (by Dodgers’ standards) $22.5 million per season. Price is slightly younger (he will turn 30 

next month) but is not signed beyond this season. Dodgers president of baseball operations Andrew 

Friedman has a history with Price from their Rays’ days, though, and the Dodgers might be willing to go 

farther to land Price if they think they can lock him up to a multi-year extension. 

 

WHO THEY MIGHT TRADE 

 

The Dodgers aren’t likely to move anyone from their major-league roster to get what they want/need. 

Bench player Alex Guerrero might have had some value early in the season but he is a .181 hitter since 

mid-May. Redundant outfielders Andre Ethier and Carl Crawford still have too much contract baggage to 

be movable without the Dodgers swallowing large chunks of cash – something they did enough of last 

winter. 

 

WHAT THEY WON’T DO 

 

The Dodgers probably could have landed Hamels by now if they were willing to include shortstop Corey 

Seager and/or pitching prodigy Julio Urias in the deal. But the Dodgers have made it clear that those two 

blue-chip prospects are as close to untouchable as any 21-year-old and 18-year-old in the game. 

 

The Dodgers’ system is fairly strong with next-level prospects, however. Among the names that are no 

doubt being bandied about are prospects like Double-A right-hander Jose De Leon, 2014 first-round pick 

Grant Holmes, 2013 first-rounder Chris Anderson, Class-A outfielder Alex Verdugo and Triple-A bats 

Scott Schebler and Darnell Sweeney. 

 

The Dodgers seem to have been lurking on players like Hamels, Cueto, Kazmir, et al., ready to pull the 

trigger the first time a team comes back to them willing to shop in that bin and leave Seager and Urias 

alone. 

 

FRONT OFFICE HISTORY 

 



During his days as GM, Ned Colletti almost always treated the trade deadline as a holy day of obligation 

– he felt required to make a move (some good, some not so good). The new hierarchy of Friedman, Zaidi 

and Josh Byrnes showed its willingness to wheel and deal last winter. Many of those moves were not 

predictable and that could be the case again at the trade deadline, despite the obvious connections 

being made to Hamels and Price. 

 

 

On deck: A's at Dodgers, Tuesday, 7 p.m.  

 

By Bill Plunkett 

 

Where: – Dodger Stadium 

 

TV: – SportsNet LA, 7 p.m. 

 

Did you know: – The Dodgers have lost 16 of their previous 25 games against the Oakland A’s – not 

counting the 1974 and 1988 World Series. Most of the damage has been done in Oakland, however. The 

Dodgers have won seven of 11 meetings at Dodger Stadium. 

 

THE PITCHERS 

 

LHP BRETT ANDERSON (5-5, 3.33) 

 

Anderson left his most recent start in the third inning after injuring the Achilles’ tendon on his left leg. 

The left-hander seems to have recovered quickly and returns to the rotation just two days after his 

scheduled turn. He will face the first team that he played for in the major leagues. Anderson was 26-29 

with a 3.81 ERA from 2009 through 2013 with the A’s. 

 

Vs. A’s: First game 

 

At Dodger Stadium: 2-2, 3.38 

 

RHP SONNY GRAY (10-4, 2.30) 

 

The A’s opening day starter the past two seasons, Gray made the American League All-Star team this 

year. He has been one of the best road pitchers in baseball this season, going 7-1 with a 1.84 ERA in 11 

starts away from Oakland. The seven road victories are the most in the AL. Gray started the season 8-3 

with a 1.60 ERA in his first 14 starts. Opposing batters hit just .194 against Gray through June 14. Since 

then, however, he is 2-1 with a 3.95 ERA in six starts. 

 

Vs. Dodgers: First game 

 



UPCOMING MATCHUPS 

 

Wednesday: A’s LHP Drew Pomeranz (4-3, 3.77 ERA) at Dodgers LHP Clayton Kershaw (8-6, 2.51 ERA), 

7:10 p.m. 

 

 

LA DAILY NEWS 

 
Athleticism separates Clayton Kershaw, Zack Greinke from competition  
 
By JP Hoornstra 
 
NEW YORK >> If you arrive early, Clayton Kershaw and Zack Greinke are as much a part of the Dodger 
Stadium scenery on a given afternoon as the San Gabriel Mountains or pastel-hued seats. 
 
Greinke’s portrait is simple if odd: a tousle of hair bounces at the peak of a tightly bound bun, all of it 
enclosed by a white cloth wrapped around his forehead. The blonde samurai runs the dirt track over and 
over, white earbuds separating him from the rest of the world. 
 
Kershaw’s pregame behavior is more predictable than the weather. His outfield exercise routine consists 
of the same five-day cycle of sprints and lunges and core-strengthening tasks from April to October. 
 
The weather has been miserable lately wherever the Dodgers have traveled, hot and sticky and humid. 
Yet save Greinke’s absence this week for the birth of his first child, the two pitchers aren’t backing down 
from their religious pregame routines. 
 
Maybe it’s intellectually lazy to draw a straight line from the pregame routines to the on-field 
performances -- three earned runs allowed in a combined 63 innings for the two pitchers this month. 
 
But when you see what Kershaw and Greinke are doing, then probe deeper into how they’re doing it, 
the extreme work ethic stands out. Particularly when you consider that it’s the dead of summer, a time 
of year when injuries are commonplace and hot and humid becomes the norm. 
 
“I think there’s a correlation between that,” Dodgers strength and conditioning coach Brandon McDaniel 
said, “whereas somebody less fit, somebody who’s less clued in to how his body feels, would struggle 
pitching in that weather especially right after the All-Star Game where you didn’t get the break 
everybody else got and are not as sharp.” 
 
It was 84 degrees in Washington D.C. with near-70 percent humidity when Kershaw threw eight shutout 
innings against the Nationals on July 18. When Greinke pitched eight shutout innings the next day, the 
temperature (93) and humidity (58 percent) didn’t let up. 
 
The conditions were enough to make a fan break a sweat walking to his seat. 
 
“When you play in it all the time, you get used to it,” Greinke said. “When you’re playing in L.A. where 
it’s not as hot, it’s usually a little bit tougher.” 
 



The specific cases of Kershaw and Greinke are only instructive to a point. Athleticism and physical fitness 
can only take a pitcher so far, even in extreme conditions. McDaniel knows this all too well. 
 
“The NFL is like, if you don’t run this, bench this, squat this, you’re not going to be able to play,” he said. 
“Baseball isn’t like that because there’s no way to measure how a ball cuts, or what the spin rate is, and 
correlate that to what you’re doing in the weight room. 
 
“I hope we get there,” McDaniel added, “because it’ll make my job a heck of a lot more fun.” 
 
A good counterexample might be rookie right-hander Carlos Frias. 
 
Frias is 25 and a gifted athlete who can be seen running up and down the stairs around Dodger Stadium 
the day after he starts. He’s a fiend in the weight room too, “to the point where you’re scarfing lunch 
down and Carlos is walking in, ready to go,” McDaniel said. 
 
Frias has spent the last three weeks on the disabled list with a back injury. When healthy it’s clear he’s 
still learning how to pitch, going 5-5 with a 4.39 ERA. That’s hardly All-Star caliber stuff -- not what you 
would expect if physical preparation was the sole predictor of a pitcher’s performance. 
 
So how are Kershaw and Greinke separating themselves by getting after it as hard as they do? 
 
“Clayton is able to throw the way he does in the first inning in the ninth inning,” McDaniel said. “There’s 
some energy efficiency with his mechanics, with his conditioning, with all those things that play into the 
fact that he can do those things over the course of nine innings where ... if (the weather) took away 
from his game he wouldn’t be able to do that. 
 
“Zack gets better as he goes along in the game. It goes back to how athletic he is, and the fitness he has. 
(The weather) doesn’t affect him the way it would a less athletic person.” 
 
That said, it probably isn’t fair to hold up one start, or two, or even 45 2/3 scoreless innings as a triumph 
of physical fitness. 
 
“I have to believe a guy who’s more energy efficient has a better shot at being really good for a long 
time,” McDaniel said. “A one-year span, maybe not, but maybe that guy is the guy who doesn’t blow 
out.” 
 
Besides, Kershaw said, neither he nor Greinke are training for July. 
 
“Everyone goes through it differently but everyone wants the same goal,” Kershaw said. “We all want to 
be our best in September and October. Physically I want to be in a good spot that time of year. That’s 
the reason I do what I do.” 
 
Kershaw, 27, said that he’d already honed the core of his between-starts routine by his second season 
with the Dodgers. For that he credited former strength and conditioning Brendan Huttman, who’s now 
with the Pittsburgh Pirates. McDaniel, he said, has helped him make some “little tweaks” in recent 
years. 
 
Greinke is 31. He said he makes tweaks to his workout routine every year. 



 
“You get older, you do different things I guess,” Greinke said. 
 
So there is no hard and fast rule for how to train an elite pitcher. Kershaw prepares differently than 
Greinke, who prepares differently than he did even a year ago. 
 
There is, however, a general trend away from the dominant-yet-unathletic hurler. Don’t expect anyone 
to replicate the 21-year career of David Wells, who once threw a perfect game (according to his 
autobiography) while nursing a “raging, skull-rattling hangover.” 
 
“There were a lot of guys back then who could get by,” McDaniel said, “because strength and 
conditioning isn’t what it is, baseball camps weren’t what they are now, the skill acquisition isn’t on the 
same level in those years that it is now. You have to be good at baseball and probably a freak athlete to 
make it at that level.” 
 
The Dodgers have a couple good examples. 
 
 

TRUEBLUELA.COM 
 

Dodgers vs. Athletics schedule, starting pitchers  
 
By Eric Stephen 
 
LOS ANGELES -- It's interleague play week for the Dodgers back home at Dodger Stadium, hosting the 
Athletics for two games to start the week. Here is a look at the pitching matchup and schedule for the 
two games in Los Angeles. 
 
Tuesday, 7:10 p.m. PT (SportsNet LA, MLB Network) 
 
Sadly, a fake Jon Heyman / drug store Twitter account wasn't accurate in Sonny Gray getting traded to 
the Cubs, so the Dodgers will have to face the young ace in the series opener. Gray's 3.10 ERA in July 
makes this his worst month of the season. He has allowed two or fewer runs in 14 of his 20 starts this 
season, and is averaging 6.83 innings per start. The 25-year-old is second in the American League with a 
2.30 ERA, second to former teammate and already-traded Scott Kazmir, and slightly ahead of possibly-
traded David Price, who is set to pitch for the Tigers on Tuesday. 
 
Brett Anderson makes his first start in a week for the Dodgers, on a rested and hopefully rested Achilles. 
His 20th start of the season will be his most since his rookie year of 2009, and he needs to last at least 
two innings for his most innings pitched in a season since then as well. 
 
Wednesday, 7:10 p.m. (SportsNet LA) 
 
Now that Zack Greinke's scoreless streak is over at 45⅔ innings, Clayton Kershaw takes center stage with 
his active streak of 29 straight scoreless frames. It's the second-longest streak of his career, behind only 
his 41-inning streak in 2014. Kershaw has lasted at least eight innings in each of his last three starts. The 
only streak longer by a Dodgers pitcher in the last 13 seasons was by Kershaw last year, when he had 
seven straight. 



 
The last time Kershaw pitched against the A's, he took a line drive off his face that required dental 
surgery. 
 
Drew Pomeranz was pitching in relief for Oakland, but with Kazmir traded a spot opened up for him. The 
left-hander began the year as a starter, with a 4.40 ERA in eight starts, with 32 strikeouts and 16 walks in 
43 innings. 
 
 
Ross Stripling continues his way back; Tulsa wins 6-2  
 
By Craig Minami 
 
Player of the day 
 
Driller starting pitcher Ross Stripling allowed a run in 5 IP to record the victory over the Cardinals. This 
was Stripling's third straight solid start, in those starts, Stripling had a 2.25 ERA in 16 IP along with 
allowing 14 hits, six walks and striking out 14. 
 
Triple-A Oklahoma City 
 
The Dodgers fell behind by five runs and could not come back against the Express (Rangers) losing 11-5. 
The Dodgers continued to lead their division by five games over the Storm Chasers (Royals). 
 
Trevor Cahill started for the Dodgers and Cahill allowed six runs on seven hits and four walks in 4 IP. 
Steve Smith and Grant Dayton also allowed runs in their appearances. 
 
Kyle Jensen was 4-for-4 with four singles, Darwin Barney hit his third home run of the season. Corey 
Seager was 1-for-4 with a double. 
 
Double-A Tulsa 
 
Ross Stripling and three relievers held off the Cardinals as the Drillers won 6-2 on Monday. Stripling was 
followed by Jacob Rhame, Ramon Benjamin and Jorge De Leon. De Leon recorded his second save. 
 
Ronald Torreyes, Kyle Farmer, Jeremy Rathjen and Brandon Trinkwon each had two hits. 
 
The Drillers trail the Travelers (Angels) by three games in their second half race for a playoff spot. 
 
Class-A Rancho Cucamonga 
 
The Quakes lost to the JetHawks (Astros) 6-5 on Monday night at Rancho Cucamonga. The JetHawks 
scored all six runs off of Brock Stewart in the first three innings of the game. 
 
Stewart allowed those six runs on eight hits in his 3 IP. Dodger right-handed reliever Chris Hatcher made 
his second rehab appearance, striking out three and allowing a hit. Joe Broussard pitched the final four 
innings and Broussard allowed no runs and struck out eight. 
 



Jacob Scavuzzo was 3-for-4 with a double and an RBI. Delvis Morales was 2-for-4 with a walk and an RBI. 
 
Rookie-level Ogden 
 
The Raptors led 12-1 before allowing six runs in the late innings but the Rockies could not catch up in 
losing 12-7 to the Raptors. 
 
Nick Sell was 3-for-5 with two doubles, Scott De Jong was 2-for-5 and Garrett Kennedy was 2-for-4. 
 
Jairo Pacheco pitched five strong innings, allowing a run on four hits and a walk. 
 
Rookie-level Arizona 
 
The Arizona Dodgers defeated the White Sox 5-3. Scott Barlow made his third start for the Arizona 
Dodgers and allowed two unearned runs in 4 IP. 
 
Carlos Aquino and Ibandel Isabel each had two hits. The Dodgers were 3-for-18 in RISP. 
 
Rookie-level Dominican Summer League 
 
The Dodgers scored an 8-4 win over the Red Sox. Jimy Perez led the 14-hit attack by going 3-for-5 with 
three RBI. 
 
Keibert Ruiz was 2-for-4 with two RBI. Jefrey Souffront and Daniel Padilla also had two hits. 
 
Transactions 
 
Class-A Advanced: Placed outfielder Johan Mieses on the 7-day disabled list; outfielder Brian Wolfe 
assigned to Rancho Cucamonga from Great Lakes. 
 
Rookie - Ogden: Infielder Jordan Tarsovich assigned to Ogden from AZL Dodgers. 
 
Monday box scores 
 
Round Rock 11, Oklahoma City 5 
 
Tulsa 6, Springfield 2 
 
Lancaster 6, Rancho Cucamonga 5 
 
Ogden 12, Grand Junction 7 
 
AZL Dodgers 5, AZL White Sox 3 
 
DSL Dodgers 8, DSL Red Sox 4 
 
Tuesday schedule 
 



4:05 p.m. PT: South Bend (Cubs) (Erick Leal) at Great Lakes (Pablo Fernandez) 
 
5:05 p.m.: Oklahoma City (Eric Surkamp) at Memphis (Zach Petrick) 
 
5:05 p.m.: Springfield (Mike Mayers) at Tulsa (Chris Anderson) 
 
6:00 p.m.: Grand Junction (Kyle Freeland) at Ogden (Adam Bray) 
 
6:30 p.m.: Rancho Cucamonga (Jeff Brigham) at Lancaster (Bryan Radziewski) 
 
7:00 p.m.: AZL Dodgers at AZL Mariners 
 
 
Dodgers Week 16: Revenge of Juan Uribe  
 
By Eric Stephen 
 
The middle was strong for the Dodgers last week, but the bookends were disappointing with two losses 
to start and end the week. The result was a mediocre week for the Dodgers, who saw their lead in the 
National League West shrink to one game. 
 
Three of the four losses saw old friend turned stalker Juan Uribe drive home the winning run, twice for 
the Braves and once for the Mets. 
 
Brett Anderson hurt his ankle and Zack Greinke had a son, and the result was seven different starting 
pitchers used by the Dodgers in seven games. The week saw two Dodgers make their first major league 
starts - Ian Thomas was good, Zach Lee was not. 
 
The Dodgers have used 14 different starting pitchers this season, their most since 1952. 
 
Dodger Batter of the Week: Justin Turner continued his fine season, hitting .435 with four doubles and 
two home runs, including eight total bases on Friday against his old team. He beat out Jimmy Rollins, 
who turned on the power with three home runs against the Mets, the first Dodgers shortstop in 85 
years to homer in three straight games. 
 
Dodger Pitcher of the Week: Clayton Kershaw pitched his second shutout in three starts, beating the 
Mets on Thursday with 11 strikeouts. Kershaw has a scoreless streak of his own, now at 29 straight 
innings. Honorable mention goes to Mike Bolsinger, who closed out the series in Atlanta with seven 
strong innings. 
 
Game of the Week 
 
Friday: Dodgers 7, Mets 2 
 
Week 16 Record: 3-4 
25 runs scored (3.57 per game) 
32 runs allowed (4.57 per game) 
.389 pythagorean winning percentage 



 
Season Record: 56-44 
413 runs scored (4.13 per game) 
353 runs allowed (3.53 per game) 
.571 pythagorean winning percentage (57-43) 
 
Transactions 
 
Monday: Placed catcher A.J. Ellis on the 15-day disabled list with right knee inflammation, and recalled 
catcher Austin Barnes from Triple-A Oklahoma City. 
 
Tuesday: Activated outfielder Carl Crawford from the 60-day DL, optioned pitcher Brandon Beachy to 
Triple-A Oklahoma City, and designated pitcher Preston Guilmet for assignment. 
 
Wednesday: Recalled pitcher Ian Thomas from Triple-A Oklahoma City, optioned pitcher Adam 
Liberatore to Oklahoma City. 
 
Friday: Placed pitcher Zack Greinke on the paternity list, recalled Josh Ravin from Triple-A Oklahoma 
City. 
 
Saturday: Recalled pitcher Zach Lee from Triple-A Oklahoma City to make his major league debut, 
optioned Ian Thomas to Oklahoma City. 
 
Saturday: After the game, optioned pitchers Chin-hui Tsao and Josh Ravin to Triple-A Oklahoma City. 
 
Sunday: Reinstated pitcher Zack Greinke from the paternity list, recalled pitcher Yimi Garcia from Triple-
A Oklahoma City. 
 
Game Results 
 
Monday: Braves 7, Dodgers 5 
Tuesday: Braves 4, Dodgers 3 
Wednesday: Dodgers 3, Braves 1 
Thursday: Dodgers 3, Mets 0 
Friday: Dodgers 7, Mets 2 
Saturday: Mets 15, Dodgers 2 
Sunday: Mets 3, Dodgers 2 (10) 
Upcoming Week 
 
The Dodgers run the Rob Picciolo gauntlet, back home to face the A's and Angels. It's trade deadline 
week and I did some guessing for the weekend pitching matchups.. 
 
 

DODGER INSIDER 
 
In case you missed it: On the off day  
 
By Jon Weisman 



 
Good day, everyone. I’ve got a long buildup of links to share, and today’s off day provides the 
opportunity. 
 
Some vintage Dodger videos from the recently released Associated Press collection, including the one 
above from before the 1966 World Series, are shared by Ernest Reyes at Blue Heaven. 
 
Vin Scully talked about his rookie year with the Dodgers in 1950 in this piece by David J. Halbertstram for 
Sports Illustrated. 
 
Zack Greinke shed no tears over the end of his scoreless innings streak, writes Ken Gurnick of MLB.com, 
nor was he affected by his dad-induced cross-country flights. “Surprisingly, it wasn’t as distracting as 
you’d think flying back and forth cross country,” Greinke said. “I felt strong today. I would maybe 
complain, but I started off really well and got worse. You’d think if it bothered me, I would have started 
off bad and get better.” 
 
Scott Van Slyke played Sunday after suffering whiplash in a New York taxi, writes Gurnick. 
 
Joc Pederson’s 10th-inning at-bat Sunday against Jenrry Mejia is explored by Mark Simon of ESPN.com. 
 
He’s not Clayton Kershaw, but J.P. Howell’s scoreless inning streak is at 18 innings, notes Simon. 
 
Although he gave up the game-winning hit to Juan Uribe, Kenley Jansen is “doing everything” better 
than previous years, according to Murphy Powell of Beyond the Box Score. “Jansen is getting batters to 
swing at his pitches more often and getting them to miss with those swings more often, all while 
throwing in the zone more than he had previously,” writes Powell. 
 
Friday winner Ian Thomas emerged as a potential Major League starter after years in independent-
league ball, writes Gurnick. 
 
Chris Hatcher and Carlos Frias each allowed two runs on three hits in their inning-or-less rehab outings 
for Rancho Cucamonga over the weekend. 
 
Of the 22 teams that traded for a “front-line starter” from 1995-2014, according to Jeff Sullivan of 
Fangraphs, none won the World Series. 
 
… The point isn’t that it’s senseless to add a good starter. That would be a stupid point. Good players are 
good and good players help. The point also isn’t that you can’t win a World Series if you trade for a good 
starter. That would be an even stupider point. Additions shift the probabilities. It’s all about the 
probabilities. And, hey, Curt Schilling won the World Series with Arizona, the year after getting traded 
there midseason. There’s no reason why a good pitcher wouldn’t be awesome to have, and there’s no 
reason why the good pitchers available today couldn’t help teams in the market for arms. 
 
But it’s also important to be realistic about the significance of a midseason addition. It’s important to be 
realistic about a team’s chances of winning it all, even given a postseason berth. A whole lot of teams 
play in October, and they’re all pretty good. One player can mean only so much. So you can understand 
why front offices hold on tightly to their prospects, even when they have a shot at a title. After all, those 



prospects could be a part of several shots in the future. Exchanging them now could mean a couple 
percentage points. No trade is ever about locking up a World Series. Such certainty could never exist. … 
 
You probably haven’t heard of Tom Villante, but he’s had quite the life, including Jackie Robinson at his 
wedding, so enjoy this piece by Marty Appel at the National Pastime Museum. 
 
It’s still not widely known that Double-A and Triple-A pitchers have been abiding by a 20-second pitch 
clock; Adam Sobsey takes an ironically lengthy look at this for Grantland, partly through the eyes of one-
time Dodger minor-leaguer Rob Rasmussen. 
 
 

FOX SPORTS 
 

Report: Dodgers make Yasiel Puig available for trade  
 
By FOX Sports 
 
There have been teetering reports on whether or not the Los Angeles Dodgers would be willing to part 
ways with star outfielder Yasiel Puig at the trade deadline. 
 
A new report suggests that Puig isn't off-limits as previous reports once asserted. 
 
According to USA Today, the Dodgers have notified teams that Puig is available for trade and can be 
dealt if the deal is right. 
 
The reports adds that other teams have been more interested in the organization's prospects, likely 
pitcher Julio Urias and shortstop Corey Seager, than the polarizing Puig. 
 
Nearly at the same time the USA Today report was published, the Los Angeles Times posted a story on 
its website on Puig's reaction to the trade rumors. 
 
"Players never want to be traded from their first team," the 24-year-old Cuban right fielders says. "But 
that's not our decision. … "I'll play anywhere. I came to the United States [from Cuba] to play baseball. 
Baseball is the same anywhere. If they want to trade me, that's their decision. I can't do anything about 
that." 
 
 

MYNEWSLA.COM 
 
Wait, basketball or baseball? New Clipper to throw first Dodgers pitch  
 
By Debbie L. Sklar 
 
Recently signed forward-guard Paul Pierce will throw the ceremonial first pitch Tuesday as the Los 
Angeles Dodgers conduct Clippers Night at their interleague game against the Oakland Athletics. 
 



Members of the Clippers Spirit dance team will be in the right field plaza beginning at 5:10 p.m., where 
DJ Adam will also provide entertainment. A Clipper Nation drink — a half-red and half-blue frozen 
Margarita in a Dodger cup will be available in the right field plaza bar. 
 
A limited number of ticket packages that combine a discounted ticket with a co-branded Dodger and 
Clipper T-shirt, with the Clippers new logo, are available at dodgers.com/Clippers. 
 
Al Ferrara, an outfielder with the Dodgers in 1963 and 1965-68, will sign autographs in the left field 
pavilion plaza from 5-7 p.m. 
 
The Military Hero of the Game will be U.S. Marine Corps Sgt. Eric Reyes of Riverside. 
 
Auto gates will open at 4:40 p.m. and stadium gates at 5:10 p.m. Pregame ceremonies will begin at 6:55 
p.m. for the 7:10 p.m. game. 
 
 

FORBES.COM 
 

Don Mattingly Mismanages Dodgers: A Blow by Blow  
 
By Howard Cole 
 
Good for you if you can find a bigger critic of the Dodgers skipper in Los Angeles. Good for you if you 
think a manager – any manager, Don Mattingly included – deserves every last benefit of the doubt. 
 
Good for you if, playing along at home, you can predict a fair percentage of Donnie Baseball’s moves in 
advance, especially from the seventh inning forward, calling out his mistakes on Twitter TWTR +2.86% 
ahead of time, as I do. 
 
Bad for you if, after yesterday’s latest example of his alleged-skills, you still think Mr. Mattingly can lead 
his team to and through October. This October. 
 
The Mets beat the Dodgers. 3-2 in 10 innings Sunday afternoon at Citi Field, with the winning run being 
driven home by former-L.A. fan favorite Juan Uribe, who is seemingly following his old club around the 
National League defeating them one city at a time. The team which hailed from Brooklyn until 1957 had 
its chances in the late innings, only to have their leader out-maneuvered by the manager (Terry Collins) 
of the team which replaced them in the NL five years later and who got his training in their organization. 
 
Certainly, yesterday’s loss – like most other games on the wrong side of the ledger – was not the sole 
responsibility of any one man – including this particular one man – and the Dodgers might have lost the 
contest had Mattingly made his moves differently from first pitch to the last. But if you are a Dodger fan, 
and one who has been watching his “decision-making” long enough, you’d have been horrified at the 
results unfolding before your eyes, like I was. 
 
Below is a late inning blow by blow, which should be mostly self-explanatory: 
 
Bottom of the seventh inning, Mets leading 2-0, Zack Greinke nearing 100 pitches after losing his 
consecutive scoreless inning streak on what should have been an unearned run in the first. I predict a 



pinch hit call to light-hitting Alberto Callaspo, because he can bat left-handed, although better options 
are available from both sides of the plate. 
 
Bingo. After a one-out walk to Jimmy Rollins by Jacob deGrom, Callaspo grounds out weakly to first, the 
side is retired a moment later with nothing across. 
 
Dodgers rally to tie in the ninth, losing Justin Turner to pinch-runner Carl Crawford. Defensively 
challenged Alex Guerrero takes over at third base. With one out in the bottom half I sense a double 
switch, because Mattingly is obsessive about the double switch. 
 
 
Mattingly double switches reliever Juan Nicasio into Yasiel Puig’s spot, further weakening his defense, 
inserts power-hitting Scott Van Slyke (known in L.A. as “SVS”) into the nine hole in left field, with Andre 
Ethier moving to Puig’s position in right. Nicasio finishes the inning without issue. 
 
Jeurys Familia walks leadoff Rollins to start the 10th and the Dodgers are in business. L.A. fans know the 
sacrifice is coming, Collins knows it’s coming too, and licks his chops. I plead for reason. 
 
Van Slyke — he of the zero bunts all year long and rarely if ever during his career, and a man who get 
you two runs in a hurry — squares away on successive pitches, following off one, taking another as 
Rollins steals second. Dodgers are really in business, if only Mattingly calls off the bunt. 
 
SVS bunts Rollins to third. One precious out expended. Dodger fans have seen this before, although 
never with a hitter like SVS. Joc Pederson, as the rookie is prone to do, strikes out swinging. Howie 
Kendrick flies to right and the Dodgers blow a huge chance. Man at second with nobody out and they 
don’t score. I lament. 
 
Curtis Granderson stretches a double to right center, that is arguably a single with Puig still in for 
defense. Things go from bad to worse, Uribe does this thing again, driving a Kenley Jansen 0-2 fastball to 
the left center field wall to score the walkoff, and the Dodgers head home tails between their legs, a 
perilous one game ahead of the charging Giants in the division. 
 
I’m asked who, in a perfect world, I might want to replace Mattingly; right here, right now. 
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