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Chicago Tribune 
Cubs shut out by Diamondbacks, magic number to clinch NL Central remains at 8 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
There were several eyebrows raised when the Diamondbacks posted a starting lineup that looked more 
like a March split-squad game without Paul Goldschmidt, A.J. Pollock and Eduardo Escobar. 
 
But the backups responded with four runs in the first inning off left-hander Cole Hamels as the Cubs 
were limited to one hit by Robbie Ray and three relievers in a 9-0 loss at Chase Field. 
 
The loss, combined with the Brewers’ win over the Reds, cut the Cubs’ lead to 2 ½ games in the National 
League Central while their magic number for clinching the division title remained at 8. 
 
Christian Walker, Goldschmidt’s replacement at first base, smacked a three-run home run. Chris Owings, 
starting in place of Pollock in center field, hit a 140-foot single with two outs to score Patrick Kivlehan, 
who smacked a triple to left center after Walker hit his home run. 
 
Owings smacked a two-run home run off Hamels to cap a three-run sixth. 
 
Hamels was lifted for a pinch-hitter in the seventh. Hamels hadn’t allowed more than three runs in any 
of his previous nine starts since joining the Cubs. 
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Addison Russell hit a single to lead off the third for the Cubs’ lone hit. Ray struck out the next three 
batters and finished with eight strikeouts. 
 
Kris Bryant struck out four times. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon rested Daniel Murphy and Jason Heyward as the Cubs conclude a stretch of 30 
consecutive days with a scheduled game. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' key relief pitchers should be rested and ready to go for final 10 games 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Suffering a 9-0 loss Wednesday night to the Diamondbacks left the Cubs in a reflective mood as they 
completed a stretch of 30 consecutive days with a scheduled game with an 18-11 record. 
 
“It would have been great to have won, but it didn't happen,” manager Joe Maddon said after the Cubs 
managed only one hit, a single by Addison Russell to start the third inning. “There’s nothing to lament or 
get on your guys about. That’s a pretty good stretch. An (18-11) record? Sign me up. We’ll take that 
every day of the week.” 
 
Perhaps the most encouraging aspect for the Cubs entering the final 10 games of the season is that their 
most frequently used relievers received a break in Arizona. During the three-game series, left-hander 
Justin Wilson threw one pitch, on Monday. 
 
Steve Cishek, who leads the Cubs with 73 appearances, hasn’t pitched since Saturday. Jesse Chavez, who 
has pitched in 27 of 58 games since joining the Cubs on July 20, made his most recent appearance on 
Saturday. Left-hander Jorge De La Rosa hasn’t pitched since Friday. 
 
“We won five of our last seven through all this in (four) different cities,” Maddon said. “The starting 
pitchers really have driven that engine. We got 10 games left. We’re playing in an American League park 
(Friday). We don’t have to mix and match and can plot it out better with that. So I like where the bullpen 
is at now. They all got a full tank. 
 
“After (Thursday’s) day off, this whole lineup (of relievers) is going to be full tanks.” 
 
Cole Hamels managed to pitch six innings despite being tagged for seven earned runs. But he didn’t see 
his teammates slacking off despite falling behind 4-0 in the first inning in the final game of this 30-day 
odyssey. 
 
“Any time you’re in tough stretches and you’re (facing) pretty tough opponents, big-time pitchers, you 
can see guys kind of semi-take days off or go through the motions,” Hamels said. 
 
“Guys don’t do that here. They want to win and not just satisfied with one hit. They want to go 3-for-3 
or 3-for-4. You’re able to see that. 
 
“From the pitching standpoint, it’s great to see guys want to go deep in the ballgame, and that’s 
something for the testament and character they have. I think the expectation is to win. That’s what you 
have to take into the postseason, because it’s not going to be easy. … Hitters can be incredibly difficult, 



 

and you can’t fear that. You have to go after them and beat them either on their turf or in big 
moments.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
3 things we learned from the Cubs-Diamondbacks series 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Here are three things we learned after the Cubs won two of three games in their series against the 
Diamondbacks: 
 
1. Starting pitching sets the tone. Kyle Hendricks and Mike Montgomery pitched with determination, not 
letting up despite being staked to leads. One of their biggest achievements was neutralizing longtime 
Cubs killer Paul Goldschmidt, who was 1-for-5 in the series. 
 
2. Anthony Rizzo remains an all-purpose threat at the plate. Rizzo drove in three runs despite hitting into 
some tough outs. But his biggest contribution occurred Tuesday during his 17-pitch at-bat that wore out 
Diamondbacks starter Matt Andriese in the first. 
 
The Cubs missed a chance to jack up Robbie Ray’s pitch count sooner Wednesday after Ray threw 25 
pitches in the first. He managed to pitch six innings. 
 
3. Diamondbacks left-hander Patrick Corbin will make a lot of money this winter. Forget that Corbin was 
tagged for three runs in the sixth inning Monday. Corbin possesses the strikeout stuff the Cubs coveted 
last winter before signing Yu Darvish to a six-year, $126 million contract. 
 
Corbin is only 29 and likely will be too expensive for the Diamondbacks to retain. The last time Cubs 
manager Joe Maddon gushed this much about a potential free agent was three years ago, when Jason 
Heyward was completing his only season with the Cardinals before signing a huge deal with the Cubs. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Pedro Strop hasn't ruled out late September return 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Pedro Strop said the Cubs medical staff is not pushing his recovery in the wake of closer Brandon 
Morrow being ruled out for the season. 
 
“It all depends on the way I heal,” Strop said Wednesday, six days after suffering a left hamstring strain 
that initially ruled him out for the regular season. “If I heal well, and if I’m able to do stuff, I’m not going 
to lie to them. I’m not going to try to be the hero. If I can, I can. If I can’t, I can’t. As of right now, we’re 
working as hard as possible to get back. 
 
“If I can get an outing before the playoffs, it should be perfect. I don’t think I’m going to need an outing 
for the playoffs.” 
 
Strop has continued to play catch while performing jogging and agility drills. He reminded beat writers 
that he needed only three appearances — all in the final week of spring training — to be ready for the 
regular season after suffering a left calf injury and a bout of the flu. 



 

 
“I’m trying to do everything pain-free, not trying to do too much,” Strop said. 
 
Strop expressed no regrets about hustling to first base to try to prevent a double play that resulted in his 
injury on Sept. 13 in the 10th inning of a victory over the Nationals. 
 
“Adrenaline and the passion of the game takes you to that level,” Strop said. “I didn’t want to give it up.” 
 
Webster added: Reliever Allen Webster, who pitched in 28 games for the Red Sox and Diamondbacks 
from 2013-15, was added to the roster. 
 
Webster, 28, posted a 2.65 ERA and struck out 24 in 17 innings in the Arizona League and for Double-A 
Tennessee and Triple-A Iowa. 
 
Maddon observed on videotape that Webster pitched differently than he had earlier in his career, 
becoming more reliant on a sharp slider and transitioning from starter to reliever. 
 
“I went home for a couple days, and they called and told me just in case to stay in shape,” said Webster, 
a North Carolina native. “I came out here and threw at the minor-league complex last week.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs survive 30-day stretch just fine — and their last 10 games are in Chicago 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The Cubs’ stretch of 30 consecutive days with a scheduled game wasn’t so bad after all. 
 
The Cubs finished with an 18-11 record despite a 9-0 loss to the Diamondbacks on Wednesday night that 
dropped their lead over the Brewers in the National League Central to 2½ games with their magic 
number remaining at 8. 
 
“There are worse things than showing up to the baseball field every single day,” Daniel Murphy said 
before left-hander Cole Hamels was peppered for seven runs in six innings against a lineup filled with 
backup players. 
 
First baseman Christian Walker, starting in place of slugger Paul Goldschmidt, smacked a three-run 
homer during a four-run first, and Chris Owings added a two-run homer during a three-run sixth. 
 
The Cubs were limited to one hit — an Addison Russell single to open the third. But left-hander Robbie 
Ray struck out the side and finished with eight strikeouts in six innings. Kris Bryant struck out four times. 
 
To illustrate the length of the Cubs’ odyssey, Murphy joined the Cubs in a trade from the Nationals on 
Aug. 22 — one day after it started. 
 
Despite playing 17 of 30 games of this journey on the road, the Cubs’ pitching staff fought off fatigue to 
post a 3.17 ERA. The Cubs outscored their opponents by 23 runs despite scoring just 11 runs in their last 
six home games. 
 
“I’m happy and proud with the way the guys have handled this,” manager Joe Maddon said. “They’re 
not going to know what to do with themselves (with a day off Thursday).” 



 

 
But there still is unfinished business. Maddon doesn’t expect anyone to appear at the clubhouse 
Thursday, but the Cubs know they can’t let up with a division title zooming into focus with postseason 
home-field advantage at stake. 
 
“Everything is trending in the right direction,” Anthony Rizzo said. “But we have to go out, and Javy 
(Baez) needs to be Javy. Kris needs to be Kris. Guys need to be themselves and put really good at-bats 
together. The more we do that, the more success we’ll have.” 
 
The starting pitchers’ recent endurance allowed a well-worked bullpen to recover. That rest will be 
essential as the Cubs attempt to clinch the division title as soon as possible to rest their regular position 
players and evaluate their bullpen options for the playoffs. 
 
“They have a lot of innings, a lot of outings, and a couple of guys really stepped up for us after the (All-
Star) break,” left-hander Mike Montgomery said. “Playoff baseball is a little different. Games are shorter 
and more about win at all costs as opposed to saving guys’ arms. I think we have the guys to do it, and 
we’re feeling pretty confident going into this last stretch. 
 
“The last couple of days, everyone has been in a good mood. You get to a point where you don’t even 
think about it. You’re going to play today. Everyone is in a good place right now.” 
 
The Cubs’ offense will be back to full strength this weekend against the White Sox if Kyle Schwarber and 
Tommy La Stella have recovered from their back injuries. If Schwarber is healthy enough to play left 
field, that would enable Maddon to use Murphy as the designated hitter for the first two games and 
stack his lineup with left-handed hitters. 
 
That option is essential, particularly because the Cubs have faced only 33 left-handed starters and may 
face only one (Carlos Rodon of the Sox) before their regular season-ending series against the Cardinals 
the following weekend. 
 
“We’ve normally played well back home,” Maddon said. “Three (games) at the White Sox, but we’re still 
in our own beds. We’re still in that same routine schedule. I want to believe it’s going to help us even 
more. The fact we’ve been all over the map and done as well as we have, it makes sense to be 
encouraged by going home right now.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Joe Maddon philosophical about prior use of Brandon Morrow 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Manager Joe Maddon was philosophical about his decision to use closer Brandon Morrow for the third 
consecutive game on June 2 – after which the discomfort in his right forearm first surfaced. 
 
“It’s hard to say,” Maddon said, one day after Morrow was ruled out for the season. “The guy has had 
problems in the past. We had that (14-inning) game, and he was the last man standing. The work wasn’t 
heavy before that. I just went along with it. It’s hard to tell if that’s the jumping off point or not.” 
 
Maddon pointed out that Morrow threw only two pitches in his first of three consecutive appearances, 
but he acknowledged that Morrow felt discomfort after that three-game stretch. 
 



 

“I can’t dispute that,” Maddon said of Morrow, who threw 34 pitches in those three games. In situations 
like that, it’s hard to determine if that was the determining factor.” 
 
Maddon added that “it’s unfortunate, if in fact, that was the reasons the moment it did happen. But that 
doesn’t mean he can’t clear himself of that in the future.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cole Hamels rocked in 9-0 loss to Diamondbacks as Cubs finish 30-for-30 odyssey 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
PHOENIX – It didn’t end exactly how they planned – certainly not the way Cole Hamels envisioned it. 
 
But the Cubs survived largely intact. 
 
And by the end of their stretch of 30 consecutive days at the ballpark – or, literally every day Daniel 
Murphy has been a Cub – the Cubs had lost only a half-game off their NL Central lead with a mere 10 
games to play. 
 
“I think guys are going to take it real easy [Thursday],” said Hamels, who had his first bad start as a Cub 
Wednesday in the Cubs’ 9-0 loss to the Diamondbacks, “and really enjoy probably the last off day we 
have for a long time.” 
 
And that was the bottom line for those in the Cubs’ clubhouse Wednesday – and for the last month of 
their daily lives together. 
 
 Their 18-11 run during that grind (including a game lost to rain) left them with a three-game lead over 
second-place Milwaukee with the rest of the schedule in Chicago, including three against the White Sox 
on the South Side starting Friday. 
 
“It’s a lot of time at the ballpark,” Hamels (4-1) said. “You just have to learn to like each other a lot and 
really try to keep your edge. I think we’ve been able to do that.” 
 
That run included five victories in their last seven games since losing that home series to the Brewers. 
 
“We went, what, 18-11?” manager Joe Maddon said. “Sign me up, man. Sign me up. We’ll take that 
every day of the week. I’ve said it often: I’m proud of our guys.” 
 
The Cubs lost two series to the Brewers and two closers during the stretch – Brandon Morrow shut 
down for the season after a setback during rehab and his ninth-inning backup Pedro Strop suffering a 
hamstring injury Thursday. 
 
Other than that, the worst-looking loss was Wednesday, when Hamels – a rotation savior his first month 
since a July trade – gave up four in the first and three more in the sixth inning. 
 
The seven runs allowed – five on a pair of homers – matched his total allowed in three previous 
September starts. He allowed only three earned runs in six August starts. 
 
Hamels’ ERA jumped from 1.57 to 2.42 in 10 starts with the Cubs. 
 



 

Meanwhile, left-hander Robbie Ray (6-2) and three Diamondbacks relievers combined to one-hit the 
Cubs on Wednesday. The only hit was Addison Russell’s leadoff single in the third – before Ray struck 
out Albert Almora Jr., Kris Bryant and Anthony Rizzo. 
 
What does Hamels do now, in his last two starts of the regular season, to be at his best for the playoffs? 
 
“Probably don’t give up three-run home runs and two-run home runs,” he cracked. “Solo home runs are 
a little easier on the psyche. It’s just maintaining your efficiency, really trying to make sure that your 
workouts are not overbearing but you’re still staying sharp. 
 
“A lot of times you get a little tired, but at the same time you’ve still got to push through, keep the body 
in check and really just be aware of what we have to do, because you have to be sharp no matter what. 
 
“On the biggest stage,” Hamels added, “you want to be in the best possible position that you possibly 
can. You want to be the best player you can.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Closer? The need for speed? 10 questions for Cubs to answer in 10 games 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
PHOENIX — The Cubs just survived the worst 30-day stretch of the Maddon-Epstein Era with their 
bullpen in tatters but their playoff plans intact and their sanity in need of only slight repair. 
 
Or maybe just the day off that Thursday provides. 
 
In the meantime, with 10 games to play after Wednesday night’s game in Arizona, against the White Sox 
(three), Pirates (four) and Cardinals (three), these are the 10 big questions they face in their efforts to 
survive another October gauntlet. 
 
1. Can anybody be a playoff closer for this team? Or can everybody? With Brandon Morrow out, and 
Pedro Strop down – for now, with a hamstring injury – manager Joe Maddon plans to run almost 
everyone left in his bullpen out in leverage moments the rest of the way to see what he’s got and 
prepare them all for a setup/closer-by-committee postseason. “There’s no reason to hang our heads. 
We have a deep bullpen that’s accomplished quite a bit,” said team president Theo Epstein of the pen 
with the best ERA and opponent batting average in the National League. “We’re going to find a way.” 
 
2. Who’s your Game 1 starter? A rotation that was up and down most of the season suddenly has 
performed like this in September: Kyle Hendricks 2-1 with a 1.82 ERA; Jon Lester 2-1, 1.45; Jose 
Quintana 2-1, 1.96; and Cole Hamels, um, 0-1, 5.17. On second thought, never mind. Lester starts Game 
1, Hendricks Game 2. 
 
3. Is Hendricks’ potential as a playoff force overlooked? Last year’s Game 1 playoff starter is finishing as 
well as he has since his 2016 ERA-championship season. And as he approaches career-high volume 
numbers, he says: ““I feel as good as I’ve felt at the end of the year [in my career]. This might be my top 
innings, but it doesn’t feel like it. Legs feel good, everything feels good right now.” 
 
4. What about Mike Montgomery? Glad you asked. The lefty who has done nothing this year but back up 
his strong comments about deserving a chance to start has the rotation’s best ERA since joining the 



 

group in May (3.31) and career highs in starts and innings. All of which makes him a welcome and 
significant addition to the depleted bullpen in October. 
 
5. Who gets the last bench job – Tommy La Stella or Terrance Gore? How about both? La Stella is an 
exceptional weapon as a left-handed bench bat (franchise-record 23 pinch hits), and Gore would be the 
best in the playoff field at turning someone’s late-inning walk into a double with a pinch-running steal. 
Heads up, Ian Happ? 
 
6. Can the Cubs score enough runs to beat playoff pitching? Look at the pitchers who won’t be in the NL 
playoffs and then ask that question: Jacob deGrom, Max Scherzer, Aaron Nola, Noah Syndergaard, 
Stephen Strasburg, Zack Greinke, Patrick Corbin, Jameson Taillon and possibly Kyle Freeland. 
 
7. So can they score enough runs to beat playoff pitching? With the exception of the Brewers’ racist 
bullpen dude, the Cubs have enough balance and experience to hit any pitcher they figure to face on the 
NL side of the bracket. 
 
8. Is Javy Baez this year’s MVP in the NL? Yes. 
 
9. What’s that question have to do with making plans to win in the playoffs? Nothing. Except for making 
sure he’s kept in an injury-proof bubble the next 10 days. 
 
10. So what happens if the Cubs win the NL pennant and face the Red Sox, Astros or Indians in the World 
Series? It’s been said that anything can happen in a seven-game series. But the more pertinent question 
might be: How about those Bears? 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Of risks, rewards and workloads: The many sides of Cubs’ Brandon Morrow’s injury 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
PHOENIX — Could closer Brandon Morrow’s season-ending elbow injury have been prevented in June? 
Or was a pitcher with a long history of injuries just a bad-risk signing to begin with? 
 
“I think he first felt it that one outing in New York,” team president Theo Epstein said of the 14-inning 
game Morrow finished after talking his way into a third consecutive day of pitching. “He was someone 
we were going to stay away from in that crazy game, and we came back and then he came in. That’s 
probably a lesson learned: Never stray away from the structure that we have for him no matter what’s 
going on in the game.” 
 
Morrow’s workload pattern was mapped out before the season, with his injury history and last year’s 
deep playoff run with the Dodgers in mind. 
 
After the Cubs scored six in the top of the 14th that night in New York, Morrow finished the game, facing 
three batters, using 15 pitches, and in subsequent days mentioned the soreness. 
 
“It’s just so hard to say. The guy’s had problems in the past,” manager Joe Maddon said. “We had that 
long game, and he was the last man standing. The work wasn’t that heavy before that, so I just went 
along with it. It’s just so hard to tell if that’s the absolute jumping-off point or not. It’s impossible for me 
to say that.” 
 



 

Two days earlier, Morrow threw just two pitches to get the final out of a win, then threw 17 pitches in a 
four-batter ninth the next day, setting the stage for the 14-inning game. 
 
“He did say it bothered him after that, so you can’t dispute that,” Maddon said. “In situations like that 
it’s really hard to determine if that was a determining factor or if there were others leading up to that.” 
 
Morrow last pitched July 15, his comeback effort eventually shut down this week after a setback. He’s 
expected to be at full strength again by spring training. 
 
“I told [Morrow] that next year when he’s down he’s not going to be allowed to have his spikes on,” 
Epstein said. “We have to be really careful with his usage so we can have him at the most important 
time of the year.” 
 
It’s hard to blame the manager in a case like this. Even many of Maddon’s critics might admit he’s done 
his best managing job in four years with the Cubs this season – considering the 2018 bust seasons of Yu 
Darvish and Tyler Chatwood, Kris Bryant’s long stretches on the DL and a 30-games-in-30-days stretch 
over the final weeks of the season. 
 
And Morrow, who hasn’t pitched a full season since 2011, missed most of the 2014, ’15 and ’16 seasons 
with forearm, finger and shoulder injuries. 
 
“If in fact that was the reason, the moment that it did happen, it is unfortunate,” Maddon said of the 
June 2 game. “But that doesn’t mean he can’t clear himself of that in the future.” 
 
Bullpen help 
 
As expected, the Cubs called up right-hander Allen Webster, the former Red Sox and Diamondbacks 
pitcher, to help a depleted bullpen. Webster was signed to a minor-league deal in March. 
 
They made room on the 40-man roster by transferring Morrow to the 60-day DL. 
 
Rotation mutation 
 
The Cubs are flip-flopping Jose Quintana and Jon Lester in the rotation, which means Quintana makes 
his first South Side start since last year’s trade in Friday’s opener of the crosstown series. 
 
Lester gets an extra day, in part because of recent back spasms. 
 
“His back’s fine; it’s just a proactive move,” Maddon said. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Injuries aside, Chicago Cubs' bullpen just keeps doing its job 
By Bruce Miles 
 
If there's one rule of thumb -- or shoulder or elbow -- that will serve you well when it comes to 
understanding the long baseball season, it's this: The bullpen a team starts the season with is never the 
one it finishes with. 
 
Never. 



 

 
We're seeing that play out with the Chicago Cubs, whose bullpen has been a strength of the team all 
season long through constant change. 
 
The Cubs found themselves with two more changes recently when Pedro Strop went down with a 
hamstring injury and Brandon Morrow was shut down for the rest of the year. 
 
Shutting Morrow down was hardly a surprising development. He had not appeared in a game since July 
because of a biceps ailment. Strop had been doing a fine job since he was felled by a strained hamstring 
last week in Washington. 
 
Now, the Cubs regroup again, for the rest of the regular season and possibly into the postseason. 
 
The way they have handled the bullpen all season long has been both interesting and effective. They 
have used 22 relievers (including current starter Mike Montgomery and erstwhile starter Tyler 
Chatwood), and yet they entered Wednesday night's series finale at Arizona leading the National League 
in bullpen ERA at 3.28. 
 
Early this season, the Cubs got contributions from the likes of Eddie Butler (since traded in the Cole 
Hamels deal), Luke Farrell, Justin Hancock, Anthony Bass and Randy Rosario. Almost all of these pitchers 
had little meaningful big-league experience. 
 
The Cubs made wise use of their "Iowa shuttle" with these and other relievers who had minor-league 
options and were pitching for the Cubs' Class AAA Iowa affiliate. 
 
While all that was going on, manager Joe Maddon rightly pointed out that the Cubs would need 
veterans to step up later in the season when the games started to mean more. But let's do give a doff of 
the baseball cap to Rosario, who has been solid all season and who did pick up his first career save in 
relief of Strop last week in that key makeup game at Washington. 
 
Strop certainly stepped up when called on to close after Morrow went on the disabled list. Steve Cishek 
has been a rock all year, and Justin Wilson has looked like the reliever the Cubs hoped they were getting 
last year when they obtained him in a trade with the Detroit Tigers. 
 
Then the front office went out and got Jesse Chavez, Brandon Kintzler and Jorge De La Rosa, none of 
whom were on most Cubs fans radars at the beginning of the season. 
 
Chavez has been the real gem here. In 27 games since his trade from Texas in mid-July, he was 2-1 with 
a 1.44 ERA, 3 saves and a tidy WHIP of 0.89 entering Wednesday. 
 
Even though Maddon never "ordained" Strop as the closer -- "he has not been to the Vatican, and he's 
not received the holy oils," the skipper said -- Strop did pile up 13 saves before getting hurt while 
moving into 11th place all time in appearances (361) for the Cubs. 
 
So what do Maddon and the Cubs do now with the bullpen and the closer's role? The same thing they've 
been doing: play the matchups and be fearless. Since Strop got hurt, the Cubs have gotten saves from 
Rosario, De La Rosa and Cishek. 
 
If that kind of work keeps up, there will be no need for Maddon to summon help from the Vatican or 
anybody else. 
 



 

-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Cubs speedster Gore wreaks havoc on basepaths 
By Sean Hammond 
 
The track and field coach at Jones County High School in Gray, Georgia, used to beg Terrance Gore to 
walk over to the track, just below a hill from the baseball diamond. 
 
"Come down the hill, just one time," the coach used to say. 
 
Gore never made it down the hill. Track and field season conflicted with baseball. Plus, back then, Gore 
dealt with nagging hamstring problems. 
 
It's hard to blame the track coach, though. Gore, a recent Chicago Cubs addition, might be the fastest 
man in baseball. 
 
"I think he's the fastest guy that's ever played," said teammate Ian Happ, dead serious. 
 
Happ, whose locker is next to Gore's in the clubhouse, referenced a stolen base Sept. 6 at Washington 
when MLB's Statcast clocked Gore's top speed at 31.4 feet per second. It might not be the fastest ever, 
but it would place Gore among baseball's best if he had enough opportunities to qualify on Statcast's 
sprint speed leaderboard. 
 
The 5-foot-7, 165-pound Gore is essentially a designated pinch runner. Since joining the Cubs when 
rosters expanded Sept. 1, the 27-year-old is 5-for-5 stealing bases. He played in parts of five MLB 
seasons, more than 50 career games, before he collected his first big league hit last week -- an oddity 
that's possible only because he rarely steps to the plate (18 plate appearances in 58 career games). He 
has stolen 26 bases in his regular season career, while being caught four times. 
 
Gore became a fan favorite in Kansas City as a member of the Royals' 2014 and 2015 World Series runs. 
He stole 4 bases and scored two runs during those postseasons, all as a pinch runner. 
 
The Cubs acquired Gore from the Royals in exchange for cash considerations in August. Gore's new 
teammates were well aware of his capabilities and the weapon he provides their club. 
 
"There's going to be some havoc on the bases when he's out there," outfielder Kyle Schwarber said. 
"Especially later in the game when you've got to get a guy in scoring position." 
 
Schwarber said the first time Gore stole a base with the Cubs, teammates were wowed in the dugout. 
 
"He came in and was like, 'Man, I got a terrible jump,' " Schwarber said. "I'm like, 'What?' He made that 
look really easy." 
 
Happ called Gore's speed "incredible." Happ and Schwarber both remember watching Gore during 
Royals playoff runs. 
 
"He's seen winning teams, which is good," Happ said. "And he's really good at what he does. … Down 
the stretch here, we're going to need that kind of run late, whether it puts us up more or gets us back in 
the game, he's got that for us." 
 



 

Gore never thought he would play the role he has for the Royals, and now the Cubs. 
 
"I didn't think I would be a major leaguer," Gore said. "I just played the game because it was fun." 
 
At Jones County, Gore piled up more than 1,000 yards rushing as a senior on the football team. Division I 
colleges sent letters and inquired about him. Gore never liked the physicality of football. He hated taking 
hits. 
 
"That's probably why I was so good: I avoided getting hit," Gore said. "I would just outrun everybody." 
 
The track coach never did tear him away from the baseball diamond. Gore played one baseball season at 
Golf Coast Community College in Panama City, Florida, before the Royals drafted him in the 20th round 
in 2011. 
 
The vast majority of Gore's MLB appearances have come in September, when rosters expand to 40. His 
bat likely holds him back the rest of the season. In the minor leagues, Gore is a career .239 hitter in 
1,924 at bats with 471 strikeouts. 
 
Those aren't numbers that scream: major league baseball player. This number, however, does: 90.2 
percent success rate stealing bases in the minors (293 steals in 325 attempts). 
 
Gore spends anywhere from 45 minutes to an hour before every series studying the opponent's 
pitchers. He studies late-inning relievers and starters he thinks might go deep into games. 
 
"I just try to get a decent jump," Gore said. "I just let my legs take over the rest of the way. Trust what 
you see. Let your eyes move your feet. That's what we preached at the Royals." 
 
Now that he's on a team in the hunt for October again, there will likely come a time when the spotlight 
shines on Gore. Cubs manager Joe Maddon will call on Gore in the late innings of a close ballgame with a 
runner on first base. 
 
Everyone in the ballpark will know what Gore is trying to do. Cubs fans might boo as the opposing 
pitcher throws repeated pickoff attempts. The ballpark will hold its collective breath when Gore takes 
off for second base, and it becomes a test of speed -- Gore's legs vs. the catcher's arm. 
 
"I don't want to let anybody down," Gore said. "I know what my job is here, but I don't want to fail 
anybody. That's like my biggest fear. I'm not perfect, I'm human. … That's why I work my butt off every 
day." 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
30 for 30: The Cubs are still the National League’s team to beat 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
PHOENIX — This much hasn’t changed during a 30-scheduled-games-in-30-days run without a real day 
off, a business trip that went from Detroit to Chicago to Atlanta to Philadelphia to Milwaukee to 
Washington to Chicago to Washington to Chicago to Phoenix: The Cubs are still the National League’s 
team to beat. 
 



 

The Cubs won’t have to report to the ballpark after they land at O’Hare International Airport early 
Thursday morning, their first true off day since Aug. 20, when Daniel Murphy was still a Cub killer with 
the Nationals and the Brewers were three games back in the NL Central. 
 
That’s why manager Joe Maddon shrugged after Wednesday night’s 9-0 loss to the Diamondbacks at 
Chase Field and wrapped up his postgame press conference within 2 minutes and 30 seconds. The Cubs 
still have the NL’s best record (89-63), a 2 1/2-game lead over the Brewers and a single-digit magic 
number (eight) to clinch the division. 
 
“There’s nothing to lament,” Maddon said after watching Arizona’s JV lineup ambush Cole Hamels. 
“There’s nothing to get on your guys about. That’s a pretty good stretch right there (18-11). Sign me up, 
man. We’ll take that every day of the week. Again, I’ve said it often, I’m proud of our guys.” 
 
That’s why Hamels laughed when asked about his checklist for getting ready for October: “Probably 
don’t give up three-run home runs and two-run home runs.” 
 
Hamels had already flushed his first bad start as a Cub by the time he met with reporters in the visiting 
clubhouse. Until Hamels gave up seven runs in six innings, this rebuilt pitching staff had posted a 2.95 
ERA during the 30-for-30, giving the Cubs legitimate options for lining up the playoff rotation and getting 
creative with bullpen solutions. 
 
“You just have to learn to like each other a lot,” Hamels said, “and really try to keep your edge. And I 
think we’ve been able to do that.” 
 
With Brandon Morrow sidelined and now shut down for the rest of the year, the Cubs used five different 
relievers to get their last five saves — Jesse Chavez, Pedro Strop, Randy Rosario, Jorge De La Rosa and 
Steve Cishek — something they haven’t done since 1991. 
 
While an inconsistent offense managed only one hit against Robbie Ray and the Diamondbacks in 
Wednesday’s finale, the Cubs still won games started by Noah Syndergaard, Jacob deGrom, Mike 
Foltynewicz, Aaron Nola and Patrick Corbin. 
 
For all the injuries that have scrapped the best-laid offseason plans, Kris Bryant, Jason Heyward, Addison 
Russell and Mike Montgomery have been activated from the disabled list during this timeframe. 
 
“The guys don’t give in,” Hamels said. “Any time you’re getting in tough stretches, when you’re facing 
pretty tough opponents, big-time pitchers, you can see guys kind of semi-take days off or just go 
through the motions. Guys don’t do that here. They definitely want to win. They’re not just satisfied 
with one hit. They want to go 3-for-3 or 4-for-4. 
 
“From the pitching standpoint, it’s great to see guys want to go deep in the ballgame. That’s a testament 
to the character that they have and the expectation to win. That’s what you have to take into the 
postseason, because it’s not going to be easy.” 
 
With three games against the rebuilding White Sox this weekend on the South Side, the Cubs likely 
won’t leave Chicago on another road trip until the end of the first week of October for Game 3 as the 
NL’s No. 1 playoff seed. 
 
“All we can control, really, is coming into the ballpark each day,” Murphy said. “And since the moment 
I’ve gotten here — one of the toughest stretches I’ve ever really been a part of — these guys have been 



 

awesome. Front office, coaching staff, players, it’s been an awesome collective effort to kind of grind 
through this. 
 
“Joe’s done a great job of getting us days off. It’s a testament to how deep this ballclub is that we don’t 
really miss a beat.” 
 
In the end, the Cubs didn’t let the 30-for-30 ruin their season, but they also understand that this team 
will ultimately be judged in October, because no one makes documentaries about injuries and rainouts 
and scheduling hassles in August and September. 
 
“That doesn’t matter,” president of baseball operations Theo Epstein said. “Ten years from now, you 
don’t remember that. You just remember if you got a flag flying or not. We have a resilient group of 
guys. We’ve found some creative ways to win ballgames recently and we got to keep doing that.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
A look at the Theo/Maddon dynamics in the Brandon Morrow shutdown 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
PHOENIX — Beyond the what-it-means instant analysis of the Cubs bullpen, shutting down Brandon 
Morrow also briefly opened the curtain for a behind-the-scenes look at the power dynamics between 
team president Theo Epstein and manager Joe Maddon. 
 
That partnership is on the verge of a fourth straight trip to the playoffs, which would be a first for the 
Cubs in their 143rd National League campaign. Creative tensions helped the Cubs win the 2016 World 
Series title that ended a 108-year championship drought. During the day-to-day operations of an iconic 
franchise in a multibillion-dollar industry, friction is inevitable between two big personalities with Hall of 
Fame credentials. 
 
When asked Tuesday if the bone bruise in Morrow’s right elbow could be linked to his heavy usage with 
the Los Angeles Dodgers during last year’s playoffs, Epstein admitted that he didn’t know the answer to 
that question. And then pointed to the 14th inning of a 7-1 win over the New York Mets on June 2 at Citi 
Field as the root of the problem. That made it back-to-back-to-back appearances for Morrow — and four 
in five days — though one outing lasted only two pitches. 
 
“It’s just so hard to say,” Maddon said before Wednesday night’s 9-0 loss to the Arizona Diamondbacks 
at Chase Field. “The guy’s had problems in the past. We had that long game and he was the last man 
standing. The work wasn’t that heavy before that, so I just went along with it. But it’s just so hard to tell 
if that’s absolutely the jumping-off point or not. It’s impossible for me to actually say that.” 
 
Before you start rolling your eyes and blaming the media for stirring it up, remember that Epstein 
carefully calibrates almost every word he says during these media briefings. Epstein described Morrow 
as the type of guy who can talk his way into a game and floated the idea that next year he shouldn’t 
wear spikes in the bullpen on the days when he’s unavailable. 
 
It’s also a stretch to think that the Cubs could plan and manage their way out of this, considering 
Morrow’s medical file had so many red flags that he had to settle for a minor-league deal with the 
Dodgers in January 2017. The front office understood the risks when Morrow got two years and $21 
million guaranteed and the closer’s job with a World Series contender. 
 



 

“The guy is so good,” Maddon said. “He had a great year last year with the Dodgers. He had a great start 
with us also. It’s unfortunate if that, in fact, was the reason, the moment that it did happen. But that 
doesn’t mean that he can’t clear himself of that in the future.” 
 
Morrow showed flashes of his high-end talent, converting 22 of 24 save chances and posting a 1.47 ERA. 
He also went on the disabled list in June after hurting his back while taking off his pants. He didn’t throw 
a single pitch for the Cubs after the All-Star break. 
 
“No,” Maddon said, he didn’t have any regrets about the way he handled Morrow. “He did say it 
bothered him after that, so you can’t dispute that. But, no, in situations like that, it’s really hard to 
determine if that was the determining factor or if it was other items leading up to that.” 
 
Morrow — who pushed his rehab process but will ultimately need an offseason of rest/recovery that 
should get him back to 100 percent by spring training — couldn’t put everything on one game in New 
York. 
 
“In conversation, trying to think back of when you start to feel symptoms, it’s hard to tell,” Morrow said, 
“because when you first start to feel stuff, you obviously don’t think it’s going to turn into anything. 
Maybe I felt a little bit after that and then I happened to get five or six days off just with the way that we 
were playing at the time. We blew some guys out and didn’t have any save situations.” 
 
Whether it’s the Morrow situation — or letting Pedro Strop hit and then watching the replacement 
closer strain his hamstring while running to first base — these are moments and decisions to remember 
as Maddon tries to mix and match relievers in October and next year heads into the final season of a $28 
million contract. 
 
Maddon’s strengths also shouldn’t be taken for granted, already reaching 400 wins as Cubs manager 
(including the postseason) since taking over a last-place team prior to the 2015 campaign. The Cubs 
made it to Day 30 of 30 without a real day off as the team with the NL’s best record. You can look at this 
decision or that decision, but don’t lose sight of the fact that the Cubs’ bullpen leads the NL in ERA 
(3.28), batting average against (.223) and opponent OPS (.654). Meaning Maddon must be doing a 
decent job of handling this group of relievers. 
 
“It’s pretty impressive what the ‘pen has actually done,” Maddon said. “Listen, bullpen pitchers are held 
to such a high standard that any time another team gets a run against them, it’s like they’re awful. And 
it’s not true. They’re held to an impossible standard, relief pitchers are, so it’s just part of the nature of 
our game today.” 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs stall on final day of 30-in-30 stretch 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
PHOENIX -- The Cubs completed their own version of "Survivor," ending a marathon stretch of 30 days in 
which they've had a game scheduled by losing to the D-backs on Wednesday night. 
 
Robbie Ray struck out eight over six innings and combined with three other pitchers to hold the Cubs to 
one hit and Christian Walker smacked a three-run homer to lead the D-backs to a 9-0 victory at Chase 
Field. Addison Russell accounted for the only Chicago hit, a leadoff single in the third. 
 



 

The Cubs head into a much-needed off-day with a 2 1/2-game lead in the National League Central over 
the Brewers, who beat the Reds, 7-0, in Milwaukee. Despite the loss, Chicago still has the best record in 
the NL at 89-63. 
 
The D-backs ambushed Cole Hamels in the first to open a 4-0 lead, sparked by Walker's homer. Chris 
Owings belted a two-run shot in the sixth off Hamels and Jeff Mathis hit another, off Allen Webster in 
the eighth. 
 
"Unfortunately, I wasn't able to locate because anytime you have teams coming out swinging the bats 
early, if you locate, you can still get outs," Hamels said. "They got key hits and all at the right time." 
 
After giving up three earned runs over his first six starts with the Cubs, Hamels now has been charged 
with 14 earned runs over 24 innings in his last four outings. 
 
The Cubs went 18-11 during the extended stretch and finally get a breather on Thursday with a day off 
in Chicago. Cubs manager Joe Maddon wasn't sure whether he'd try to squeeze in a bike ride on the 
lakefront. He definitely won't be at Wrigley Field. 
 
"[To go] 18-11 -- sign me up. We'd take that any day of the week," Maddon said. "I'm proud of our 
guys." 
 
"It's a lot of time to be at the ballpark," Hamels said of the month, which included lengthy rain delays in 
Washington. "I think this [off-day] will be much-needed and guys will take it real easy tomorrow and 
enjoy probably the last off-day we'll have for a long time. 
 
"You have to learn to like each other a lot and try to keep your edge. I think we've been able to do that. 
After tomorrow, we should be ready to come back at it." 
 
When this odyssey began on Aug. 21, Daniel Murphy had just been acquired from the Nationals, Kris 
Bryant was on the disabled list and Yu Darvish had just been shut down for the season. 
 
"It's difficult -- we're talking baseball, but it's difficult with the travel, the time of the games, the sitting 
in locker rooms waiting [rain delays] out," Maddon said. "The thing people have to understand, it's more 
difficult to sit in a locker during a rain delay than it is to actually play it. It just wears you out. 
 
"I'm really pleased and happy and proud with how the guys have handled this. They're not going to 
know what to do with themselves tomorrow. It's something that, in the future, we can look back at and 
maybe gain some strength from if we end up with a bad stretch like this again." 
 
If you're looking for positives, the Cubs bullpen is well rested. Key relievers Steve Cishek, Jesse Chavez, 
Justin Wilson and others got a breather during the three-game series. 
 
As much as Russell likes his teammates, he is looking forward to time away. 
 
"It's been a lot of baseball, a lot of delayed baseball, guys grinding it out," Russell said. "A lot of coming 
to the clubhouse and just hanging around. These guys are great, but a little time away won't hurt." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Reserves don't hold back: Arizona manager Torey Lovullo started several backups to give regulars a 
breather heading into their next series against the Rockies, and it paid off early. The D-backs had two on 
and one out in the first when .171-hitter Walker launched his third home run to open a 3-0 lead. Patrick 



 

Kivlehan followed with the first of two triples that he would hit in the game and then scored one out 
later on Owings' single. 
 
"When you're able to get a big home run -- three-run home runs and two-run home runs definitely hurt 
and make it tough to come back," Hamels said. "Any time you do that in the first inning, it'll make for a 
really tough game, because that's a serious spot to try to come back from, especially when you have 
Robbie Ray over there. He's been pitching really well lately." 
 
Said Lovullo: "I don't think Cole Hamels had a chance to prepare. He had been thinking for the past four 
days about [Paul] Goldschmidt and [David] Peralta and [A.J.] Pollock and all of a sudden he's getting 
some new names and he had to rush through their whole program. They did their job. They got up and 
socked them in the nose. That's what I was looking for." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"Guys don't give in. Any time you're getting in tough stretches when you're facing tough opponents, big-
time pitchers, you can kind of see guys semi take days off or just go through the motions. Guys don't do 
that here. They definitely want to win and they're not just satisfied with one hit. They want to go 3-for-3 
or 3-for-4. You're able to see that. From the pitching standpoint, it's great to see that guys want to go 
deep in the ballgame. That says something about the character they have and the expectation to win. 
You have to take that into the postseason. In order to win, you have to play the best teams at the 
hottest times. Hitters can be incredibly difficult and you have to either beat them on their home turf or 
in big moments." -- Hamels, on what he learned about his new Cubs teammates during the 30-day 
stretch 
 
UP NEXT 
After a much-needed off-day, the Cubs open their last "road" regular-season series Friday just eight 
miles from Wrigley Field against the White Sox. Jose Quintana's next win will be his career-high 14th, 
and he has the chance to do so against his former team. The left-hander, who was traded by the White 
Sox to the Cubs in July 2017, is coming off a loss against the Reds in which he struck out seven over five 
innings. He is 22-27 with a 3.59 ERA in 84 games (82 starts) at Guaranteed Rate Field. The White Sox will 
counter with right-hander Reynaldo Lopez. First pitch on the South Side is scheduled for at 3:10 p.m. CT. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Strop confident he'll return by end of season 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
PHOENIX -- Cubs reliever Pedro Strop, who has been sidelined with a right hamstring strain since 
Thursday, is continuing to make progress and said Wednesday he expects to return to game action by 
the end of the regular season. 
 
"Everything is pain-free. We're not trying to do too much," Strop said. "We're letting that thing heal. 
We're going to do whatever is possible to do." 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon will continue to sort out the bullpen in the final 10 games. With Strop and 
Brandon Morrow both injured, left-hander Justin Wilson may be the leader as far as closer options. 
 
"I still believe it's Justin," Maddon said. "But look at the acquisitions, [Jesse] Chavez and [Jorge] De La 
Rosa, look what they've done for us down there." 
 



 

Chavez has a 1.44 ERA with three saves in 27 games with the Cubs, while De La Rosa has a 1.59 ERA and 
one save in 13 appearances. Wilson had 13 saves with the Tigers last season, but none since he was 
acquired by the Cubs. 
 
Q ready for South Siders 
Jose Quintana will open the Cubs' final road trip, but he'll be doing it in Chicago when they face his 
former team, the White Sox, in a three-game Interleague series, starting Friday. 
 
"I knew one day, I'd go back to pitch there," said Quintana, who has a 22-27 record and 3.59 ERA in 84 
games at Guaranteed Rate Field. "I'm excited. I pitched a long time there and I have fresh memories. It'll 
be good to be back. I'm just going to try to do my job and win a game." 
 
Dealt to the Cubs in July 2017, this will be Quintana's first game against the White Sox. 
 
"I played with them for a long time," he said. "It's exciting." 
 
Schwarber might return Friday 
Maddon is hoping Kyle Schwarber can play Friday. He did not accompany the team to Arizona, 
remaining home to rehab a sore back. 
 
"I have not heard anything bad," Maddon said. "The plan before we left was to get Schwarbs ready for 
first game against the White Sox." 
 
Cubs add Webster to bullpen 
The Cubs selected the contract of right-handed pitcher Allen Webster and he joined the bullpen mix on 
Wednesday, getting a chance in the eighth inning against the D-backs. Webster gave up a two-run 
homer to Jeff Mathis with two outs in the eighth. 
 
This is the first time he's been on a big league roster since 2015. The right-hander had a 1.13 ERA with 
three saves and 11 strikeouts with Double-A Tennessee and Triple-A Iowa from Aug. 11-Sept. 2. He 
signed a Minor League deal with the Cubs in early March. For the season, he posted a 2.65 ERA in 17 
outings. 
 
"When the season ended, I went home for a couple days," Webster said. "Then they called and told me 
just in case to stay in shape. I've stayed in shape at home. I came out here to the Spring Training 
complex last week." 
 
He was able to work out at home with some other players who were preparing for winter ball. Webster 
had thought his season was over. 
 
"I did for a few days and then they told me to keep going and I picked it back up and stayed in shape," 
he said. "I had a lot of smiles yesterday when they told me." 
 
To make room for Webster on the 40-man roster, Morrow was transferred to the 60-day disabled list. 
 
Worth noting 
• Shortstop Nico Hoerner, the Cubs' first-round pick in this year's Draft, has been getting ready for the 
Arizona Fall League by working out at the team's facility in Mesa. Hoerner was shut down in July because 
of an injury to ligaments in his left elbow. The 24th player selected overall, he will be playing for the 
Mesa Solar Sox in the AFL, which opens play Oct. 9. 
 



 

• Maddon will wear a replica football jersey of former St. Louis Cardinals kicker Jim Bakken on the flight 
back to Chicago. Maddon grew up a fan of the Cardinals since the days of quarterback Jim Hart, lineman 
Dan Dierdorf, wide receiver Mel Gray and running back Terry Metcalf in the 1970s. Maddon was a kicker 
(and quarterback) at Hazleton High School. An Arizona Cardinals representative presented Maddon with 
the jersey on Tuesday at Chase Field. 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Can Joe Maddon manage with Cubs' depleted bullpen? 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
PHOENIX -- The road to a World Series title has gotten a little tougher for the Chicago Cubs, as they'll 
have to navigate October without closer Brandon Morrow due to a nagging bone bruise in his right 
forearm -- assuming they make the playoffs, of course. The news, delivered on Tuesday afternoon, came 
on the heels of his backup, Pedro Strop, pulling a hamstring and placing his October effectiveness in 
jeopardy. 
 
Part of the narrative regarding the two players revolves around who is to blame for the injuries. It's 
possible to draw a direct line from their issues back to Cubs manager Joe Maddon. On Tuesday, team 
president Theo Epstein documented the timeline regarding Morrow first feeling pain in his arm. It came 
in early June, after Maddon used him in three straight games. 
 
"He did say it bothered him after that," Maddon admitted on Wednesday. "You can't dispute that." 
 
The Cubs tried the entire second half of the season to get Morrow healthy enough for the stretch run, 
but the bruise never healed. In Morrow's absence, Strop took over the reins as closer, earning 11 saves 
while compiling a nifty .475 OPS against. But on Sept. 13, Maddon had Strop bat in the 10th inning of a 
game at Washington, which resulted in disaster. Strop pulled his hamstring trying to beat out a double-
play ball. 
 
"It's unfortunate," Maddon said at the time. "I never saw an injury coming." 
 
As a result, Maddon, Epstein and the Cubs have less than two weeks to reconfigure their bullpen for 
October. They'll need to do it with the assumption Strop won't be back right away, though there is a 
chance he could be ready by the division series. What's the vibe without Morrow and Strop? 
 
Confident. 
 
"It would be real nice to be one of those teams that had the best bullpen ERA in the league," Epstein 
said sarcastically. "Oh wait, that's us, by like a third of a run. And it's more than one or two guys. We've 
had a deep group all year." 
 
The numbers back him up, as the Cubs rank first overall in bullpen ERA in the National League; and even 
with some trying times in the second half, they still rank fourth in the league since the All-Star break. But 
the idea of mixing and matching their way to a World Series title still seems like a difficult task. 
 
Then again, Maddon can turn the narrative regarding the injuries upside down if he's able to navigate 
through the postseason with less than Aroldis Chapman (his closer in 2016), Wade Davis (2017) or 
Morrow/Strop. One silver lining to Morrow's injury is that he has been out since the All-Star break, 



 

giving others a chance to ascend in the pen. In fact, the past five saves for the Cubs have come from five 
different pitchers. 
 
"The guys have gained valuable experience," Maddon stated. "A lot of guys that would not have pitched 
nearly as much have, and so now we're in this position." 
 
The position entails a lot of experience for some while others are getting their first taste of ninth-inning 
stress. Steve Cishek has 125 career saves but just five over the past two seasons. Jesse Chavez has 
earned three of his six career saves this season. Then there is journeyman, Jorge De La Rosa, who picked 
up his first career save last week in career appearance No. 425. 
 
"I'm not a closer," De La Rosa said. "I think they put me there that day because no one else was 
available. I'm ready when they need me." 
 
That's not exactly "ride the ninth-inning guy" stuff from De La Rosa, but he knows he's not likely to be on 
the firing line come October. At least we don't think he will be. So who will? Or will Maddon be the type 
to use three relievers to get three ninth-inning outs in a one-run game? He might. But all signs point to 
formerly maligned lefty Justin Wilson getting the call when all things are equal. He has straightened out 
his game after hosting a walk fest upon being acquired in July 2017. 
 
"He could be the linchpin," Maddon said. "I've been saying that since spring training. He can get lefties 
and righties out." 
 
Therein lies the key. In fact, Wilson has a higher OPS allowed against lefties (.651) than righties (.641) 
this season. And he has ninth-inning experience, having closed for the Detroit Tigers in the first half of 
2017. But you probably won't meet a Cubs fan who completely trusts him despite a solid year. His 
control problems always seem to be lurking behind the scenes. At least that's the perception. 
 
"When I struggled, my mentality on the mound never changed," Wilson said. "I wanted to be out there 
and be aggressive. ... I'm not fighting myself anymore out there." 
 
Maddon offered his take. 
 
"The fact that he's throwing consistent strikes right now sets him apart," the manager said. 
 
The key for Maddon might be to have another arm ready, no matter who gets the ninth inning. He likely 
can't rely on one person for three rounds of the postseason. Wilson might get the first crack, but he 
probably won't be the only one. 
 
"It's always nice to have that [one] guy," Maddon said. "However, there are other guys. These other 
guys have done a fantastic job. If we continue to match them up and don't beat up anybody, we can 
continue the same trend." 
 
The veteran Chavez has to be part of that mix, as well. So is Carl Edwards Jr., who might have the best 
stuff of them all when he's on. He hasn't been on lately, but the Cubs aren't giving up hope. 
 
Maddon will need to be precise with his decision-making, no easy task for any manager in October. Then 
again, the Cubs just won a game with Dillon Maples, Jaime Garcia and De La Rosa pitching the seventh, 
eighth and ninth innings. Baseball can bring some weird moments, even for potential division winners. 
That was one of them. 
 



 

"Our ninth-inning guy was DFA'd a month ago, our eighth-inning guy had been released two weeks ago 
and our seventh-inning guy spent a lot of time in the minor leagues trying to figure out how not to get 
released," Epstein said with a smile. "It says a lot about the mettle of those guys." 
 
But will any of them be able to do it next month? Everything changes once the postseason begins. The 
front office knows it, the players know it and Maddon most definitely knows it. It'll be his job to figure 
out who to call on, then the pitchers have to perform. 
 
"It's not exactly the way we drew it up, but we have quality relievers out there who are unafraid," 
Epstein said. "The quality of our bullpen is being overlooked." 
 
Maddon agreed. 
 
"Of course it can be done," he said. "We have a nice cache. If we can jab with these guys at the right 
time, they'll play." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Perfecting the imperfect season: Why the Cubs are the team to beat 
By Doug Glanville 
 
Tuesday night as the Cubs trounced the Arizona Diamondbacks, there was a collective sigh of relief 
amongst the fan faithful. It is easy to see a turnaround or say that the offense finally did what they were 
supposed to do. Beat a team without the stress of a close game, instead of clawing for two or three runs 
and hang everything on the bullpen. 
 
But scoring at will is a luxury. 
 
For most of my Philadelphia Phillies career, I was on a team that unsuccessfully chased the Atlanta 
Braves year in and year out. For a staggering 11 consecutive seasons (1995-2005) the Braves won the 
National League East (They also won three out of the previous four before 1995). Although they only 
were able to bring home one World Series championship during that stretch, they were a nightmare to 
play against. Time has made that statement less anecdotal as they had THREE Hall of Fame pitchers in 
their starting rotation. Digest that for a minute. 
 
Now some of their teams ran away with the division, some won the title through end of season heroics, 
but there was no formula for why they were successful from year to year. They had years where 
different aspects of their game were better than other years. They won 90 games in 1995 and won the 
World Series. They won 100-plus games in five of those seasons and only went to the World Series once 
(lost to the Yankees that season.) 
 
Nothing brings this home more than the 2002 and 2003 Braves. In 2002, they scored 4.4 runs per game, 
hit 164 home runs, hit .260 as a team. In 2003, they scored 5.6 runs per game, hit a monster 235 home 
runs, and hit .284 as a team. Guess what? They both won 101 games. In ’02 the team ERA was 3.13, in 
’03 it was 4.10. Neither team won the World Series.  
 
The Cubs in 2018 have battled the ups and down of their offense and like with most teams, navigated 
injuries that undercut their best roster. These days, what stings the most is the loss of closer Brandon 
Morrow for this season, after losing Pedro Strop to an injury caused from running the bases. All of a 
sudden, the absence of anchors at the back end of their bullpen may sink the ship, or at least ground it. 



 

But no matter what we can conclude about the impact of this reality they face, they still have to play 
baseball for us to find out.  
 
The stress of not having a team that can bulldoze a team every night is a modern byproduct of high 
expectation. A time when the numbers are deep enough to show us the vulnerabilities. The fact that the 
Cubs have the best record in the NL with notable weaknesses is seen as an indicator of their frailty 
instead of their resilience. It is what can go wrong, instead of what can go right. But as I learned from 
trying to beat those Braves team, they were simply a great team, even when they weren’t pitching or 
hitting at their best. Great teams, find a way to win anyway. Maybe we should ask the Brewers, 
Cardinals, or Marlins what they think of playing the Cubs. Guaranteed that they know they have to bring 
their A+ game.  
 
The Cubs have won all season long with that up and down offense AND with an up and down starting 
rotation. That is hard to do, but to the Cubs credit, they have understood from the first game of the 
season that all they must do is outscore their opponent. It turns out, winning 2-1 counts as much as 
winning 11-3. They manage that stress because they still are in the sunlight of being World Champions... 
and they are a good ball club that expects to win. 
 
We must keep in mind that at this level, teams are closely matched. Even when I played against some of 
those dominant teams from my era, they didn’t destroy us night in and night out, but they found 
opportunity and kicked the door down. Give them an extra out or an second life, and they buried you 
with it. They seized moments. This is how the Royals, the Cubs, the Astros were able to break dry spells. 
The years of the Yankee-like dynasties are over. Paying to win is not what it used to be, you must 
develop, you must find the slightest of advantages.  
 
And part of development is taking lumps, being imperfect, not closing every hole, but learning how to 
work with and around a hole. You learn to celebrate your strengths, and most importantly, learn how to 
find ways to win when it counts.  
 
The NLCS and the World Series are best of seven series. There is no rule saying that to be a real 
champion, you must obliterate your opponent every night and win the series four games to zero. Just 
like there is no rule saying that you need consistent offense that puts up seven runs a night to be a 
champion. (See World champion Giants of 2012 who only hit 103 home runs or the 2010 Giants who hit 
.257 as a team or .255 in 2014.) 
 
Winning the series four games to three, therefore having a 4-3 record (winning percentage of .571) is a 
lower winning percentage than that Cubs have this season — .587. And that .571 earns you the crown. 
They could get no-hit for three games and win the other four games 3-2 and walk away with the trophy. 
Sure, it will not unfold exactly that way, but winning teams often make that math work for them. 
 
As for the American League, yes, they have some forceful teams. The Astros, the Red Sox, the Yankees, 
the Indians. Wow. But you only have to beat one of them. In the American League, they will spend early 
October, beating each other up and leave one standing, battered and bruised. Then in the World Series, 
the first team to four games, wins. No one in the National League has to beat all four of those teams. No 
one has to even beat two of those teams. Just one. 
 
Then it comes down to one series and anything is possible then. 
 
It has been a long season for the Cubs. Lots of injuries, lots of surprises. But covering this team for 150-
plus games, I cannot say I have seen any team they played against that is just simply and clearly better 
than the Cubs. Certainly not to the point that this opponent cannot be beaten…at all.   



 

 
Perfection and domination are overrated. Be an imperfect champion, then all of us, with all of our 
imperfections, can feel like champions too. 
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Even without a shutdown closer, the Cubs bullpen could actually be a strength in October 
By Tony Andracki 
 
The Cubs bullpen has been dealt a pair of serious punches to the gut over the last week. 
 
But instead of getting the wind knocked out of them, this group of relievers has actually stepped up to 
the challenge in a big way. 
 
Pedro Strop has missed the last week with a hamstring injury and his status moving forward is in doubt, 
though he has said he hopes to return for the final weekend of the regular season.  
 
Brandon Morrow was shut down for the season Tuesday evening, unable to recover and return from a 
bone bruise in his forearm. 
 
Meanwhile, the Cubs bullpen has strung together 12.2 shutout innings since Strop's injury, allowing only 
4 hits and 2 walks in that span with 11 strikeouts.  
 
And that's not just the team's "A" relievers throwing as much as they can.  
 
In fact, since Strop was hurt last Thursday, here are the PITCH totals (not inning totals) of some of the 
Cubs' best bullpen arms: 
 
Steve Cishek — 1 
Jesse Chavez — 4 
Carl Edwards Jr. — 8 
Justin Wilson — 13 
 
That's right, Cishek — the reliever who appeared in nearly half the team's games through Thursday — 
has thrown just one friggin' pitch over the last five games. 
 
For a bullpen that was worn out and seemingly running into a wall, that is essentially an All-Star Break 
that could pay huge dividends down the stretch to help rest and recharge. 
 
Oh, and the team finally has its first off-day in over a month Thursday. 
 
It's not like the Cubs have struggled in that stretch while utilizing their "B" relievers, winning 4 of those 5 
games (and 5 of 6 if you include the game Strop was injured in).  
 
If the Cubs can keep winning and hold on to the division title, they'll also have another three days off 
between the final regular season game and the first postseason game, so this bullpen that was once 
running on fumes should be gasssed up and ready to go at the most important time of the year.  
 
The Cubs would obviously be in a much better spot in October if Strop were to return, but even if he 
doesn't, this team could be OK without a clear ninth-inning option. 



 

 
A huge reason for that is the success of the rotation, that has been the best in baseball over the last 
month-plus: 
 
Christopher Kamka 
@ckamka 
 #Cubs starting pitching: 2.53 ERA last 31 games (best in MLB) 
 
Hamels last 9 starts: 1.57 ERA 
Lester last 6 starts: 1.73 ERA 
Hendricks last 6 starts: 1.63 ERA 
Quintana last 6 starts: 2.10 ERA 
 
If the Cubs' projected playoff rotation of Jon Lester, Cole Hamels, Kyle Hendricks and Jose Quintana can 
keep rolling and go deeper into games, that takes the pressure off the bullpen. 
 
On top of that, Edwards is starting to show signs of climbing out of his recent funk, Chavez and Wilson 
have been very reliable lately and a little bit of rest should do wonders for Cishek, who had been the 
Cubs' most valuable reliever up until September.  
 
That's a solid group of four bullpen arms, plus Mike Montgomery figures to fold back into relief in the 
playoffs. 
 
That puts the Cubs in a better position than a lot of their NL counterparts. 
 
The only team in the league with a clear lockdown closer is the Dodgers, though even that has been 
unstable with Kenley Jansen's heart issues. 
 
The Brewers have a shutdown reliever in Josh Hader but he's not typically used as a closer and they also 
had to make a change at the back end of their bullpen recently, moving Corey Knebel out of the ninth-
inning role. 
 
The Braves bullpen has been an absolute mess this month: 
 
Sandra Golden 

✔ 
@sportsandra 
 "The Braves' bullpen has a 5.67 ERA in September, and the control issues that popped up Tuesday night 
have plagued them all month, as the relievers have more walks (49) than strikeouts (46)" 
per @espn @dschoenfield 
 
The Diamondbacks and Phillies are fading in large part because their bullpens have blown a lot of leads 
over the last couple weeks. 
 
The Rockies have a stable closer in former Cub Wade Davis (40 saves), but he also has a 4.48 ERA and 6 
blown saves. 
 
The Cardinals bullpen has a 4.88 ERA over the last 30 days — the fourth-worst mark in the NL — and just 
recently moved their Opening Day starter (Carlos Martinez) to the closer's role. 
 



 

Speaking of the Brewers, it is definitely time to start thinking about October with only 12 days left in the 
regular season. The Cubs now boast a 99.9 percent chance of making the playoffs and a 94.7 percent 
chance of winning the National League Central thanks to their 3.5-game lead over the Brewers. 
 
That means that if the Cubs only go 5-6 over their final 11 games, the Brewers have to finish 8-2 just to 
tie for the division. 
 
Crazier things have happened in baseball, but it's looking more and more likely the Cubs will be hosting 
Game 1 of the NLDS Thursday, Oct. 4.  
 
What will their bullpen look like on that day? 
 
Here's the list of guys we know for sure (assuming they stay healthy over the final week-and-a-half): 
 
Jesse Chavez 
Steve Cishek 
Carl Edwards Jr. 
Justin Wilson 
Mike Montgomery 
 
The Cubs have historically carried 14 position players and 11 pitchers on their postseason roster, 
especially in a five-game NLDS series in which there are two off-days. 
 
With only 12 days left in the regular season, will Strop really be able to return for the final weekend like 
he hopes? And if he can't return for a regular season appearance at all, how sharp would he be in the 
playoffs having gone three weeks without game action? 
 
If Strop can't make it back, the final two postseason bullpen spots will be filled from this group: 
 
Dillon Maples 
Jorge De La Rosa 
Brandon Kintzler 
Jaime Garcia 
Alec Mills 
Randy Rosario 
Brian Duensing 
 
At this point, it's safe to assume Tyler Chatwood and James Norwood are not in the discussion for the 
postseason and Duensing is probably out, too, given he's pitched just twice in the last two weeks. 
 
With no Morrow, it's looking more and more likely De La Rosa will be on the postseason roster, 
especially if the Cubs wind up playing a team like the Brewers, who have a bunch of left-handed hitters. 
 
The 37-year-old De La Rosa has a 1.59 ERA, 1.00 WHIP, 3 holds and a save in 13 appearances (17 innings) 
since the Cubs picked him up off the scrap heap when the Diamondbacks released him last month. 
 
While Garcia and Rosario have had decent success in relief this year, it's hard to see the Cubs carrying 
four lefties in a seven-man bullpen and they're firmly behind De La Rosa at the moment. 
 



 

Maples is an intriguing option for that final spot with his triple-digit fastball and wipeout slider. He just 
has to nail down his command over the final week or two if Joe Maddon continues to use him in high-
leverage situations. 
 
Mills is another interesting option after tossing two perfect innings in relief during Tuesday's victory. The 
26-year-old now has a 3.07 ERA, 0.82 WHIP and 18 strikeouts in 14.2 innings this year for the Cubs, but 
Tuesday was the first time he had pitched in nearly three weeks due to a roster crunch.  
 
Kintzler also threw a perfect inning in relief Tuesday night and has a long track record of success as a 
veteran reliever, but his numbers with the Cubs are still ugly (7.80 ERA, 2.07 WHIP in 15 innings). 
 
Obviously getting Strop back and healthy would be the best possible outcome for this Cubs bullpen, but 
there is still the potential this could be a solid group in October despite lacking that shutdown closer. 
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