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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 

1913-The Reds purchase future Hall of Famer, Three Finger Brown, from the Cubs. Brown would only pitch one 

season for the Reds, but would go 11-12 with a 2.91 ERA, throw 11 complete games and amass 173.1 innings 

pitched 

 

MLB.COM 
Here's why a 3-team Kluber deal could happen  

Breaking down report of potential trade between Tribe, Reds, Padres 

By Mandy Bell, AJ Cassavell and Mark Sheldon MLB.com  

Jan. 15th, 2019 

 

The Reds need a starting pitcher. The Padres are looking for a third baseman. The Indians would like to add 

outfielders. Could there be a match that would help all three clubs? 

 

The Athletic reported on Monday that the Padres had explored a potential three-team trade between the clubs that 

would send ace starter Corey Kluber from Cleveland to Cincinnati, with Reds top prospect and infielder Nick Senzel 

going to San Diego. It was not reported who the Indians might acquire, although the team needs outfielders, which 

the Padres have to deal. 

 

The report noted that no deal was close to being finalized. 

 

Why the trade could work 

The Reds, who have been trying to overhaul their rotation all offseason, already acquired starters Tanner Roark and 

Alex Wood in trades. Both are solid middle-of-the-rotation pieces, but Cincinnati could still use someone for the top 

of the starting five. Enter Kluber, the two-time American League Cy Young Award winner and the kind of frontline 

starter the Reds haven't had since dealing Johnny Cueto in 2015. The club, which has space with an increased 

payroll, has been linked to Kluber in various rumors throughout the Hot Stove season. 

 

Kluber, 32, has one guaranteed year left on his contract, with club options for 2020 and '21. If both options are 

picked up, the total outlay for his services would be $52.5 million. It's a lot of money for a small-market club, but it's 

also not a risky long-term contract that would hamstring the Reds for the future. 

 

Senzel, who is ranked as the Reds' No. 1 prospect (No. 6 overall) by MLB Pipeline, is a natural third baseman and 

can also play second base and the outfield. He is currently blocked from a starting spot in the infield by third 

baseman Eugenio Suarez and second baseman Scooter Gennett, but he will be competing for the opening in center 

field. 

 

The Indians and Padres have had a good working relationship, with their last transaction coming in July when 

Cleveland acquired relievers Brad Hand and Adam Cimber. The Tribe is looking for young outfielders who are cost-

controlled and can make an impact in 2019 and beyond. Last month, the Indians were linked to San Diego 

outfielders Manuel Margot and Hunter Renfroe, both of whom check the majority of the Indians' boxes. 

 

Margot, 24, is under team control through 2022, while Renfroe, 26, wouldn't be a free agent until after the '23 

season. Margot is a right-handed-hitting center fielder who slashed .245/.292/.384 with 26 doubles, eight triples, 

eight homers and 51 RBIs in 2018. Renfroe, a corner outfielder, could bring some much-needed power to the 

Indians' lineup after hitting .248 with 26 homers and 68 RBIs last season. 

 



The Padres have a glut of outfielders, with Wil Myers, Franmil Reyes, Franchy Cordero and Travis Jankowski also 

on board. They can afford to lose one or both of Renfroe and Margot -- if it means acquiring a third baseman. Right 

now, unheralded rookie Ty France is slated to start for the Padres at third, though that's likely to change in the 

coming weeks. 

 

The Indians could also take a look at the Reds, who have plenty of corner-outfield options. Recently acquired Matt 

Kemp is coming off an All-Star season, hitting .290 with 21 home runs and 85 RBIs. Although Kemp could give the 

Tribe another option in both the outfield and as a designated hitter, the Indians may prefer younger, cost-controlled 

talent. The 34-year-old is owed $21.75 million in 2019, though a portion of the Dodgers' $7 million that was sent to 

the Reds in last month's blockbuster deal will help pay that salary. But the team already has shed roughly $20 

million from the payroll and also would be dealing away Kluber's $17 million, so it could be an option. 

 

Why the trade might not work 

Because of Senzel's near Major League-ready skills that include an advanced hitting approach, the Reds would 

likely be apprehensive about moving him. For the Padres, they will probably take a long look at his medical files as 

Senzel was limited to 44 games at Triple-A last season because of a bout with vertigo in May and a fractured right 

index finger in June that required season-ending surgery. During instructional league in the fall, he had to stop 

playing to have bone chips removed from his left elbow. 

 

The Indians may decide they just don't need to deal Kluber, a rotation anchor for three straight postseason teams. 

The main reason his name came up in the first place was a perceived need to cut costs, and they've already done that 

this winter -- shedding about $20 million in dealing Edwin Encarnacion, Yonder Alonso and Yan Gomes. Because 

of this, the Tribe could simply keep its rotation intact. Cleveland has been listening to potential offers for both 

Kluber and Trevor Bauer throughout the offseason, but it has a specific return in mind that clearly has yet to be met. 

In order to part ways with its ace, the club would have to receive enough talent to meet the high bar it has set for 

Kluber. 

 

A trade could still happen, but maybe not with the Reds. Another option for both the Padres and the Indians would 

be giving the Yankees a call to see where they stand on Miguel Andujar. With the Padres looking for a third 

baseman, the 23-year-old Andujar, who finished second in the AL Rookie of the Year Award voting, may be another 

option. The Yankees are still looking to deal Sonny Gray, and with CC Sabathia's recent heart procedure and 

ongoing troubles with his right knee, it would seem logical that New York would be interested in adding another 

arm, especially of Kluber's caliber. The Yankees also have outfielders Clint Frazier and Aaron Hicks or reliever 

Chad Green who could be of interest to the Indians. 

 

Mandy Bell covers the Indians for MLB.com. Follow her on Twitter at @MandyBell02. 

 

AJ Cassavell covers the Padres for MLB.com. Follow him on Twitter @ajcassavell. 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. 

Follow him on Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. 

 

Position by position: These are the biggest upgrades  

By Andrew Simon MLB.com @AndrewSimonMLB  

Jan. 15th, 2019 

 

With only about a month left before pitchers and catchers report to Spring Training, plenty of potential contenders 

still have needs to address, and some high-profile free agents remain available. 

 

Still, as quiet as the offseason has seemed at times, there have been some important additions. With that in mind, 

here is a position-by-position look at which teams have done the most to upgrade weak spots, taking into account 

both their 2018 production (or lack thereof) and '19 outlook: 

 

Starting rotation: Reds 

Cincinnati may not be done improving in this area, with a free agent such as Dallas Keuchel or a trade target such as 

Sonny Gray among the possibilities. But the Reds already have made a pair of moves to solidify a rotation that last 



year posted the sixth-highest ERA and fourth-highest FIP in the Majors, over the eighth-fewest innings. Of the six 

Reds who made at least 20 starts last year, none had an ERA below 4.30. However, Homer Bailey (6.09) and Matt 

Harvey (4.50) are out, and Sal Romano (5.48) likely has been bumped, with Cincinnati trading for Nationals righty 

Tanner Roark and Dodgers lefty Alex Wood. While both are due to reach free agency after 2019, Roark has been a 

reliable innings-eater, and Wood owns a career 3.33 ERA as a starter. 

 

Andrew Simon is a research analyst for MLB.com. Follow him on Twitter @AndrewSimonMLB. 

 

ESPN.COM 
Five moves we want to see this offseason 

Jan. 16, 2019 | 7:00 AM ET 

David Schoenfield 

ESPN Senior Writer  

 

Let's discuss something other than Bryce Harper and Manny Machado. Here are five moves I'd like to see. Actually, 

it's more than five, because the first suggestion deals with several moves that could vault the Cincinnati Reds into 

the thick of the race in the National League Central. 

 

The Reds shake things up by... 

1. Signing A.J. Pollock; 

2. Acquiring Sonny Gray from the Yankees; 

3. Trading Scooter Gennett, Scott Schebler, Taylor Trammell and Tony Santillan to the Indians for Corey Kluber; 

4. Installing Nick Senzel at second base. 

 

Following five straight losing seasons, the Reds have stated their intention to compete better in 2019 -- the trades for 

Yasiel Puig, Matt Kemp, Alex Wood and Tanner Roark signify such a desire. The only problem? Those players 

won't push the needle enough. FanGraphs currently projects the Reds to finish 79-83. They need more. 

 

The biggest problem with the current lineup is the lack of a true center fielder on the roster. Schebler has played 

there some and they could move Puig from right field, but signing Pollock provides a Gold Glove-caliber center 

fielder while keeping Puig at his best position. 

 

The Gray-to-the-Reds rumors have been active all offseason. It's time to make it happen. Gray had a 3.17 road ERA 

in 2018 and held batters to a .226/.295/.320 line. He simply got destroyed in Yankee Stadium (6.98 ERA), so the 

hope is that by leaving New York he gets back to where he was with the A's. 

 

The Reds have allowed the most runs in the NL each of the past two seasons. Wood, Roark and Gray are solid, but 

none is an ace. The latest big rumor involves Kluber, the Reds and the Padres in a three-way deal, but let's just cut 

out the middleman. The Indians need a second baseman and outfield depth and Gennett and Schebler provide 

immediate help, and including Gennett trims $9.7 million off the payroll. Trammell is a top-20 overall prospect in 

the game who would project as Cleveland's center fielder of the future while Santillan is a power arm who reached 

Double-A in 2019 and is close to the majors. 

 

All this and the Reds still have Senzel (the player the Padres are reportedly lusting over in that three-way trade). The 

Reds would roll out this lineup: 

Jesse Winker LF 

A.J. Pollock CF 

Joey Votto 1B 

Eugenio Suarez 3B 

Nick Senzel 2B 

Yasiel Puig RF 

Tucker Barnhart C 

Jose Peraza SS 

 

And this rotation: 



Corey Kluber 

Luis Castillo 

Tanner Roark 

Alex Wood 

Sonny Gray 

 

Kemp provides outfield depth and you still have Tyler Mahle, Anthony DeSclafini and Cody Reed for rotation and 

bullpen depth. 

 

Yes, you've added a lot of payroll. You subtract Gennett (Schebler is still pre-arbitration) while adding Kluber's $17 

million, Pollock at an estimated $15 million (at four years, $60 million) and Gray at $7.5 million. That's a net of 

about $30 million, pushing the Reds' estimated payroll to $143 million, a big increase over 2018's estimated $111 

million. 

 

Here's the thing though: It's really just a one-year hit. Kemp (the Reds are paying $14.75 million), Roark ($10 

million), Puig ($9.7 million), Wood (estimated $9.5 million) and Gray are all free agents after 2019 -- that's $51.45 

million off the payroll. In fact, the addition of all those one-year players is even more reason for the Reds to push 

harder in 2019. 

 

TRANSACTIONS 
01/15/19  

Texas Rangers claimed John Andreoli off waivers from Seattle Mariners. 

Los Angeles Angels traded SS Daniel Ozoria to Minnesota Twins for RHP John Curtiss. 

 


