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1967-The Reds trade Art Shamsky to the Mets for Bob Johnson 

MLB.COM 
Reds' Barnhart wins first career Gold Glove 

Catcher is first Cincinnati backstop to win since Johnny Bench in '77 

By Mark Sheldon / MLB.com | @m_sheldon | November 7th, 2017 + 39 COMMENTS 

 

CINCINNATI -- Reds catcher Tucker Barnhart has completed his evolution from reliable backup to injury replacement to elite 

backstop and Rawlings Gold Glove Award winner. 

 

On Tuesday, Barnhart beat out veterans Yadier Molina of the Cardinals and Buster Posey of the Giants to win the National League 

Gold Glove at catcher. Posey won the award in 2016, while Molina won eight straight years before that. 

 

Barnhart, 26, is the first Reds catcher to win a Gold Glove since Hall of Famer Johnny Bench in 1977. He's just the third Reds 

backstop to win the award -- Johnny Edwards was a two-time winner in 1963-64 and Bench was a 10-time winner from 1968-77. 

 

"It means everything to me," Barnhart said. "To be able to share something that [Bench] has, with everything he brought to the city 

of Cincinnati as far as baseball is concerned and other things, it's just extremely special. I'm just really happy that all of the hard 

work that I put in with [coach] Mike Stefanski and everybody with the Reds, for all of that to be noticed, it means a ton." 

 

In his fourth big league season, Barnhart led the NL by throwing out 44 percent of runners attempting to steal and posting a pop 

time of 2.01 seconds throwing to second base, according to Statcast™. Working with a young pitching staff, Barnhart also led the 

NL with 661 blocked pitches. 

 

Barnhart committed one error in 926 1/3 innings caught. Among 34 catchers who caught at least 600 innings, he was the only one 

with less than two errors. 

 

Barnhart's 2.8 Defensive Wins Above Replacement led all NL players, and according to Fangraphs, his 21 Defensive Runs Saved 

was fourth best in the Majors. But one of his favorite accomplishments from the season is not defined statistically. 

 

"As far as helping young guys and commanding young guys through the game, that was the thing I was happy with the most," 

Barnhart said. 

 

A 10th-round pick by the Reds in the 2009 Draft, Barnhart made a steady rise through the organization. He established himself in 

the Majors after former All-Star catcher Devin Mesoraco was limited to 95 games from 2015-17 because of numerous injuries. 

 

Offensively, Barnhart also had a career year, batting .270/.347/.403 with seven home runs and 44 RBIs in 121 games. On Sept. 22, 

he signed a four-year, $16 million contract with a fifth-year club option worth $7.5 millon. The total deal could reach $24 million 

with escalators and performance bonuses. 

 

"I've grown up as a guy that really focused, because I truly thought that the reason I would get to the Major Leagues and stay in the 

Major Leagues was my defense," Barnhart said. 

 

Three of Barnhart's teammates were Gold Glove finalists, but none of the trio won. It was the fourth straight year that center fielder 

Billy Hamilton missed out, as Atlanta's Ender Inciarte has taken the Gold Glove award each of the past two years. Left fielder Adam 

Duvall was a finalist for the second straight year, but lost to Miami's Marcell Ozuna. First baseman Joey Votto, a 2011 NL Gold 

Glove winner, lost to Arizona's Paul Goldschmidt. 

 

Gold Glove Award voting performed by managers and coaches accounted for 75 percent of the total. The other 25 percent came 

from Sabermetric data outcomes. 

 

"It's something that I hope this isn't my only one," Barnhart said. "Hopefully, I can give them a run for their money each year. That's 

my goal, and I think it should be anybody's goal. I'm going to get to work here this offseason and start the trek for No. 2." 



 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. Follow him on 

Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball 

or its clubs. 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
Tucker Barnhart is a Gold Glover 

Zach Buchanan, zbuchanan@enquirer.com Published 9:52 p.m. ET Nov. 7, 2017 | Updated 11:10 p.m. ET Nov. 7, 2017 

 

In September, right before he signed his four-year extension with the Cincinnati Reds, catcher Tucker Barnhart got a stamp of 

approval from his idol. St. Louis Cardinals backstop Yadier Molina, one of the top defensive catchers in history, called him a future 

Gold Glover. 

 

“For me,” Barnhart said at the time, “there’d be no bigger honor.” 

 

The future wasn't long in arriving. On Tuesday, the 26-year-old Barnhart won his first Gold Glove, beating out  Molina and fellow 

finalist Buster Posey of the San Francisco Giants. The award winners were announced on ESPN. 

 

Barnhart is the first Reds winner since Brandon Phillips in 2013. Hes the first Reds catcher to win a Gold Glove since Johnny Bench 

in 1977. 

 

The Reds had three other finalists -- first baseman Joey Votto, left fielder Adam Duvall and center fielder Billy Hamilton -- all of 

whom previously had been up for the award. Votto is a former winner. Instead, the winner to break through was the former backup 

who beat out two of the best catchers of their era. 

 

Molina in particular has owned the award, winning eight straight until Posey usurped him last year. 

 

"I’m the first guy since 2007 not named Posey or Molina to win it," Barnhart said. "It means everything to me." 

 

Barnhart built quite a case statistically. The 26-year-old led the National League in both defensive WAR as calculated by Baseball-

Reference (2.8) and caught-stealing percentage (44 percent). He was near the top in several other defensive metrics, and ranked fifth 

among all NL players -- at any position -- on the SABR Defensive Index. 

 

That index, called the SDI for short, determines 25 percent of the vote for Gold Glove winners. Votes from coaches and managers 

make up the other 75 percent. Barnhart's overall resume would make him a worthy candidate for the Platinum Glove, given to the 

best defender among the Gold Glovers as decided by online fan voting. 

 

Largely on that defensive skill set and his able handling of the team's young pitching staff, the Reds signed Barnhart to a four-year, 

$16 million extension in the last weeks of the regular season. He also became a father and locked down an everyday starting 

position over the course of the 2017 season. 

 

The upcoming 2018 campaign has a lot to live up to. 

 

"Personally, I don’t know if it could," Barnhart said. "But from a bigger, broader perspective, I just want to win more games." 

 

The other three finalists all had compelling cases. Votto was a winner in 2011 before regressing defensively, but refashioned 

himself as a premiere defensive first baseman in 2017. He led NL first baseman in many defensive metrics, but lost out to Paul 

Goldschmidt of the Arizona Diamondbacks. 

 

Left fielder Adam Duvall was a finalist for the second straight year and tallied a NL-best 15 outfield assists, but was eclipsed by 

Marcell Ozuna of the Miami Marlins. Perhaps most painfully, center fielder Billy Hamilton came up short for the fourth year in a 

row. Ender Inciarte of the Atlanta Braves claimed the award for the second straight year, despite trailing Hamilton in most advanced 

defensive statistics. 

 

"To say he’s not been the best defensive center fielder in the National League for at least one of the last five years is mind blowing 

for me," Barnhart said. 

 

Perhaps Hamilton will finally break through in 2018. For his part, Barnhart is already focused on next year as well, and his title 

defense. Posey and Molina aren't going anywhere just yet. 

 

"Hopefully I can give them a run for their money each year," Barnhart said. "That’s my goal, and I think it should be anybody’s 

goal. I’m going to get to work here this offseason and start the trek for number two.” 



DAYTON DAILY NEWS 
Reds catcher Barnhart on Gold Glove win: ‘It’s as good as it gets’ 

David Jablonski 

9:47 p.m Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2017  Sports 

SPORTS 

 

CINCINNATI - Tucker Barnhart became the first Cincinnati Reds catcher since Johnny Bench to win a Gold Glove Award, beating 

out two of the game’s biggest stars, the San Francisco Giants’ Buster Posey and the St. Louis Cardinals’ Yadier Molina, on Tuesday 

night. 

 

“It’s as good as it gets for me,” said Barnhart on ESPN after the award was announced. “I’m a defensive-first player, and I take a lot 

of pride in that.” 

 

Johnny Bench won his last Gold Glove in 1977. Bench won 10 Gold Gloves in his Hall of Fame career. 

 

Barnhart, 26, debuted with the Reds in 2014. He played in a career-best 121 games in 2017 and hit a career-high .270. He threw out 

32 of 73 baserunners (44 percent). 

 

Joey Votto was a finalist at first base but lost to Paul Goldschmidt, of the Arizona Diamondbacks. The two are also finalists for the 

MVP, which will be announced Nov. 16. 

 

Center fielder Billy Hamilton lost to Ender Inciarte, of the Atlanta Braves. 

 

Left fielder Adam Duvall lost to Marcell Ozuna, of the Miami Marlins. 

 

The last Red to win a Gold Glove was second baseman Brandon Phillips in 2013. Votto and Phillips both won in 2010. Phillips won 

four Gold Gloves in his time with the Reds. 

TRANSACTIONS 
11/07/17 

Arizona Diamondbacks signed free agent RHP Rubby De La Rosa to a minor league contract. 

Seattle Mariners sent SS Zach Vincej outright to Tacoma Rainiers. 


