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Odorizzi K's 10 before LoMo's single lifts Twins 
Jarrid Denney | MLB.com | May 20, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- Jake Odorizzi came within one pitch of delivering his second straight scoreless outing on Sunday. While he didn't escape 
unscathed, the right-hander delivered a strong performance and helped the Twins to a win they badly needed. 
 
Odorizzi struck out 10 and surrendered just five hits in 5 2/3 innings, and Logan Morrison smashed a tiebreaking two-run single in the eighth 
inning to help Minnesota edge out the Brewers, 3-1, at Target Field. Odorizzi handled the Milwaukee lineup for five innings and entered the sixth 
with a streak of 15 consecutive scoreless innings spanning three starts. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
But Brewers first baseman Jesus Aguilar brought that streak to an abrupt end when, with two outs, he crushed Odorizzi's 0-2 fastball into the left-
field seats, knotting the game at 1. 
 
"I just wanted to put a ball up there and change eye level and go back to the slider, but he hit it," Odorizzi said. "It kind of is what it is. I went with 
what my strength was, and he got on top of it. Whatever he did, I was probably gonna go back to the offspeed after that, so I got beat on the pitch. 
But at the same time it was my best pitch on the day, so I can't really be too disappointed in it. If I'm smart, I should have just kept going offspeed 
and not even give him a chance." 
 
That wasn't the end of Odorizzi's trouble in the inning. Travis Shaw followed by drawing a walk, and Hernan Perez followed with a bloop infield 
single to put runners at the corners. With Odorizzi at 108 pitches, Minnesota manager Paul Molitor turned to the bullpen and brought on Taylor 
Rogers, who struck out Domingo Santana swinging to end the inning. 
 
Odorizzi entered the day with some of the worst run support in baseball and ended the day with a no-decision. Coming into Sunday, the Twins 
had produced just 3.54 runs per nine innings during Odorizzi's starts. 
 
Still, he battled Milwaukee starter Junior Guerra to a standstill and struck out multiple batters in three different innings. He produced 12 swinging 
strikes with his four-seam fastball alone and 17 in total on Sunday. 
 
"He was outstanding," Brewers manager Craig Counsell said of Odorizzi. "He pitches up in the zone, and the thing that I found is he did not miss 
down in the zone, which is pretty remarkable. He did not throw any balls below the middle part of the strike zone. For him, that's executing. He 
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kept the ball up, up, up, and he's always had a good fastball up. That's where he does his work. You can tell it's a tough pitch to hit." 
 
Byron Buxton brought the Minnesota offense to life in the fifth when he reached on a single to left field. Buxton then stole second base as Guerra 
blew strike three past Brian Dozier, and then advanced to third on a throwing error by Brewers catcher Jett Bandy. 
 
Milwaukee turned to Dan Jennings to face Max Kepler, and Kepler hammered a single through a drawn-in Brewers infield to plate Buxton and 
give Minnesota a 1-0 lead. 
 
In the eighth inning, Dozier and Kepler each reached on walks to start the inning, and Eddie Rosario moved them over with a weak groundout to 
short. The Brewers then walked Eduardo Escobar to load the bases, and Morrison stepped to the plate and smashed an 0-1 fastball off the right-
field wall. 
 
"Jake went out there and pitched outstanding baseball," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "He had one walk after a 3-2 foul ball and just missed 
on a pitch. He got to a situation where he tried to get the last out and tried to go up in the zone against a guy who had a really good series and 
somehow he was all over it. It was deflating at the time, but we hung with it. Our bullpen did a really good job, and we were able to muster a rally 
with LoMo getting the big hit." 
 
Fernando Rodney then came on in the ninth and struck out the side against Santana, Jonathan Villar and Tyler Saladino to end the game and notch 
his ninth save of the year. 
 
SOUND SMART 
As a team, the Twins struck out 17 hitters on Sunday. That's the most strikeouts by Minnesota in a nine-inning game since the club struck out 19 
Rangers on Aug. 19, 2007. Johan Santana struck out 17 batters in that game. 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
In the top of the second, Villar lined a slicing fly ball down the left-field line. Rosario got a jump on it and made an acrobatic, backhanded 
adjustment at the last second to reel in the catch and retire the side. 
 
UP NEXT 
The Twins will begin a three-game set with the Tigers on Monday at 7:10 p.m. CT. They will welcome a Detroit team that is managed by former 
Minnesota skipper Ron Gardenhire and has kept pace with the Twins in the American League Central. Jose Berrios will get the start for the Twins 
and face off with Detroit left-hander Blaine Hardy. 
 
 
 
Logan Morrison doesn't homer, doesn't matter as Twins salvage series finale from Brewers 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | May 21, 2018 
 
It would have been out of Miller Park, for sure. It would have cleared the short porch in Yankee Stadium by a mile, and it might have threatened 
to splash into the bay in San Francisco. 
 
But Logan Morrison’s high-and-deep smash in the eighth inning on Sunday? At Target Field, that’s just a long, loud single off the 23-foot-high 
wall. And Morrison didn’t mind a bit. 
 
“It was just good to come through there and get us the W,” Morrison said after his tiebreaking bases-loaded blast delivered a 3-1 victory over the 
Brewers and ended the Twins’ three-game losing streak. “It’s a homer anywhere else, but oh well. Let’s just draw a line 5 feet up and we’ll be 
good.” 
 
 
If the Twins did that, Morrison would have his first grand slam against a lefthander, Milwaukee reliever Boone Logan. But for a team that’s 
fighting to stay afloat without several of its key members in uniform, a single was enough, especially since RBI against lefties have also been a 
little scarce for Morrison thus far; the runs that Brian Dozier and Max Kepler scored doubled his total to four. 
 
“Once he’s started to get on track, he’s become the player we thought he’d be. He’ll strike out some, but he’s taking his walks, and he’s been 
getting some hits. The production has started to come,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “When he’s swinging well, I don’t think it bothers him 
either way, who he’s going to face.” 
 
Facing Jake Odorizzi seemed to bother the Brewers plenty, but that’s pretty standard for the Twins righthander these days. Odorizzi ran his streak 
of scoreless innings to 15 before Brewers first baseman Jesus Aguilar slugged a high fastball into the second deck in the sixth inning. But that was 
the lone run he allowed, the fourth time in his past five starts that he has given up no more than one run. 
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The scoreless-inning streak might be gone, but Odorizzi’s streak of holding batters hitless with runners in scoring position went to 0-for-15, dating 
to May 3. 
 
 “Your biggest pitches are always out of the stretch, so I try to work out of the stretch in my bullpens, just because that’s when it really matters,” 
Odorizzi said. “[I’m] just making good pitches at the right time, maybe getting some luck, some mis-hits, whatever it may be. As long as they 
don’t score, I really don’t care how it gets done.” 
 
He prospers off the high fastball, though the one to Aguilar didn’t get high enough. It was a couple of inches above the strike zone, meant to be a 
waste pitch on an 0-2 count, but Aguilar reached it and crushed his fourth home run of the weekend, just one fewer than Jose Bautista and Josh 
Donaldson’s Target Field record of five homers in a three-game series. 
 
“I threw him one fastball today,” Odorizzi said with a shrug. “I went with my strength, and he got on top of it.” 
 
But it was his lone blemish, and Taylor Rogers, Ryan Pressly, Addison Reed and Fernando Rodney were effective, too. Odorizzi struck out 10, 
missing his career high by one, and the Twins whiffed 17 batters in all, the third most in franchise history and most in a game not started by Johan 
Santana. 
 
The Twins managed only six hits, but a Milwaukee error helped the Twins score the game’s first run, and three walks preceded Morrison’s hit in 
the eighth. 
 
Byron Buxton singled in the sixth inning, stole second base — his 29th straight successful steal, but first since April 12 — and advanced to third 
base on a throwing error by catcher Jett Bandy. That forced the Brewers to draw the infield in, and Kepler took advantage by hitting a ground ball 
just out of Jonathan Villar’s reach at second base, an RBI hit that probably doesn’t happen with the infield back. 
 
“When he gets on base, we know the kind of havoc and chaos he can create,” Morrison said. “Shoot, it’s fun to watch him run.” 
 
It was fun for Morrison to watch the Twins walk, too, because once the Brewers put Dozier, Kepler and Eduardo Escobar (the latter intentionally) 
without a ball put in play, it cleared the way for him. 
 
 
 
Twins closer Fernando Rodney taking hot streak with a grain of salt 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | May 21, 2018 
 
Fernando Rodney assured the Twins during his rough April, when he blew three save opportunities in a row, that his results would be different 
eventually. He was right — but he hasn’t stopped saying it. This time, the Twins hope he’s wrong. 
 
“I know it’s good today, but maybe it can be bad tomorrow,” Rodney said after striking out all three Brewers he faced on Sunday to collect his 
seventh consecutive save, and ninth overall. “If you keep fighting, you see what happens.” 
 
What’s happened is that Rodney has thrown more strikes and utilized more changeups, a formula he has stuck to for 16 major league seasons and 
309 career saves. Rodney has a streak of nine scoreless innings, a nice change after allowing runs in half of his first eight outings. 
 
“I’ve been feeling better and better. More important, my location on all my pitches has been very good,” Rodney said. “I believe in myself. I 
know what I can do. I just trust it.” 
 
His teammates do, too. 
 
“He’s pretty amazing. Sometimes he gets a bad rap, but he’s one of the first guys in here working out every day, he’s one of the last guys every 
day. That guy works harder than anybody I’ve ever seen, and that’s in my opinion the reason why he’s been around so long,” said Bobby Wilson, 
who first caught Rodney when they were Angels teammates in 2010. “It’s a shame that people who just see him on the mound give him a bad 
time. If they saw the teammate that he is, how hard he works, they’d have a different opinion.” 
 
Be proactive 
 
Byron Buxton knows that hitting success, so hard for him to find consistently, comes down to not swinging defensively. His manager reminded 
him of that this weekend. 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor held a private meeting with the 24-year-old outfielder on Saturday, and kept him out of the lineup to regroup. 
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“I tried to affirm him about his ability to hit,” Molitor said. “He knows that [he fails] when he puts too much pressure on himself and overthinks 
his at-bats. It seems like every time he’s up there, he’s behind in one way or another; either he fouls the ball off, or he takes a good pitch.” 
 
That’s a deadly habit for any hitter, but particularly for Buxton this year. He doesn’t have a hit this year, not one, when two of the first three 
pitches are strikes: He’s 0-for-16 after the count reaches 0-2, and 0-for-25 after falling behind 1-2. There is some overlap in those at-bats, but the 
point remains: If Buxton falls behind quickly, his at-bat is essentially over. 
 
“It’s getting counts to be aggressive on. I’m more of an attacker than a person to be patient,” Buxton said. “I’m just trying to get a good pitch to 
hit early in the [count].” 
 
That’s the message that Molitor used to reassure his young outfielder. “You talk to anybody who goes through a seven- [or] 10-day stretch up 
here, they’re going to tell you, ‘I feel like I’m always hitting in the hole,’ ” Molitor said. “I always think 0-and-0 is a hitter’s count. … He’s got to 
make sure that he owns something early.” 
 
On the mend 
 
• Joe Mauer stayed away from the ballpark again Sunday in an effort to avoid the return of concussion symptoms, but he plans to be at Target 
Field on Monday to be evaluated again, Molitor said. 
 
• Miguel Sano walked, struck out and grounded out in three plate appearances for Class AAA Rochester on Sunday, and played five innings at 
third base. Sano, on a rehab assignment as he recovers from a strained hamstring, is scheduled to serve as the Red Wings’ designated hitter on 
Monday. 
 
 
 
Postgame: Logan Morrison looks forward to playing first base this week 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | May 21, 2018 
 
The Twins won despite collecting only six hits on Sunday, just the second time this season (their 4-hit, 5-3 win in Chicago two weeks ago was the 
other) that they’ve managed a victory with so little offense. Here are a few extra notes: 
 
    Logan Morrison got this week off to a good start on Sunday by getting the game-winning hit. But he already knows it’s going to be a good 
week: He gets to play the field every day. 
 
    “I enjoy playing defense,” Morrison said. “I think I’m a pretty good first baseman, and I like to help the team more than just in the [batter’s] 
box.” 
 
    With Joe Mauer on the disabled list, Morrison started at first base for the 15th time on Sunday, and Twins manager Paul Molitor said he’s 
perfectly comfortable putting the 30-year-old, who signed with the Twins knowing that he would mostly serve as the designated hitter, at the 
position. 
 
    “He takes a lot of pride in his defense,” Molitor said. “Joe is one of our elite first basemen in the game, so it is probably tough to try to compare 
those two guys, but left-handed is an advantage, and I know he’s focused on every pitch.” 
 
    Morrison is beginning to put his terrible start at the plate behind him now, too, and he believes that playing defense might help, too. “I don’t 
want to make excuses for anything when I’m being a DH, but [playing defense] is just something you’re more comfortable with, more 
accustomed to,” Morrison said. “It’s been good to get out there, but at the same time, I know the deal: When Joe comes back, I’ll be DH-ing 
again, and I have to get better at it.” 
 
XXX 
 
    Wayne Hattaway, the Twins’ honorary clubhouse attendant and longtime clubhouse character, was at Target Field for the first time this season 
on Sunday. The 78-year-old former athletic trainer known as “Big Fella,” who has been in baseball since starting as a batboy in his native 
Alabama 65 years ago, “walked in here about a half-hour ago,” Molitor said Sunday morning. “It’s good to see him.” 
 
XXX 
 
    Pitching orthodoxy says keeping the ball down is the most important way to pitch, but Jake Odorizzi relies on high fastballs more than most. 
There’s a reason for it, he said Sunday. 
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    “It’s kind of one of my strengths, I guess, so if they’re swinging at it, if I can get the strike at the top of the zone, it makes it a whole lot more 
enticing,” Odorizzi explained. “[If] it’s been called, you kind of have to swing at it. As the game goes on, bigger situations, guys start to swing a 
little bit more and get into swing mode, that’s when it really benefits, when they see it out of the hand and it’s automatically a swing. It looks good 
to a lot of hitters.” 
 
    Still, keeping the ball down is critical to his success, too. There’s just a strategy at work. “I just want to continue to establish the strike zone 
down early, and then go away from it,” Odorizzi said. “Because if you don’t [throw low strikes first], it doesn’t really have the same effect.” 
 
Sunday's Twins-Milwaukee game recap 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | May 20, 2018 
 
IMPACT PLAYER: Logan Morrison, Twins 
 
With the bases loaded and score tied, he drove a Boone Logan pitch high off the right-field wall, delivering two decisive runs 
 
BY THE NUMBERS 
 
4 RBI against lefthanders by Morrison this season, half of them coming on Sunday’s big swing. 
 
0 Hits with runners in scoring position by opposing hitters in their past 15 at-bats against Jake Odorizzi, dating to May 3. 
 
29 Consecutive stolen bases by Byron Buxton, who hadn’t stolen one since April 12. 
 
 
 
Twins-Detroit series preview 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | May 20, 2018 
 
THREE-GAME SERIES AT TARGET FIELD 
 
Monday, 7:10 p.m., FSN, 830-AM: RHP Jose Berrios (4-4, 4.05) vs. LHP Blaine Hardy (0-0, 3.38) 
 
Tuesday, 7:10 p.m., FSN, 830-AM: RHP Lance Lynn (1-4, 7.47) vs. LHP Matthew Boyd (2-3, 3.19) 
 
Wednesday, 12:10 p.m., FSN, 830-AM: RHP Kyle Gibson (1-2, 3.96) vs. RHP Michael Fulmer (1-3, 4.35) 
 
TWINS UPDATE 
 
The Twins are 8-10 at Target Field and still have won back-to-back games at home only once: April 10-11 against the Astros. They have lost five 
of their past seven games overall and are 2-4 on their curent nine-game homestand. … They were 11-8 against the Tigers last season, only the 
second time since 2009 that they have won the season series. But they were 4-5 at home and are only 29-44 against Detroit in Target Field history. 
… Their 15 stolen bases this year are more than only Oakland (10) in the AL, and their three triples are the fewest. … They have been hit by only 
seven pitches all season, the fewest in baseball. … LF Eddie Rosario is batting .377/.394/.739 with six home runs in May. … 2B Brian Dozier has 
homered 11 times against Detroit over the past two seasons, and 20 times in his career. Three have come against Boyd and one against Fulmer. 
 
TIGERS UPDATE 
 
Detroit followed up a 4-2 home-stand by losing three of four in Seattle. The Tigers are 9-10 in May and are a game behind the Twins for second 
place in the AL Central. … They are 8-16 on the road, and have lost seven consecutive series away from Detroit. … They have lost four of 
Fulmer’s past five starts, including the past three in a row. He has a 7.71 ERA in his past three starts. … 1B Miguel Cabrera is on the disabled list 
because of a strained hamstring. They are also missing pitchers Jordan Zimmermann, Daniel Norris and Alex Wilson. … Manager Ron 
Gardenhire went 1,048-1,014 and won six AL Central titles in 13 seasons with the Twins. Former Twins coaches Joe Vavra, Rick Anderson and 
Steve Liddle are also on his staff. … Former Twins second-round pick Niko Goodrum is batting .250 with four home runs and 11 RBI. Former 
Twins lefthander Francisco Liriano is 3-1 with a 3.42 ERA in nine starts. 
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Jake Cave stays in lineup as DH as Twins try to avoid sweep by Brewers 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | May 20, 2018 
 
  With Joe Mauer on the disabled list and Logan Morrison playing first base in his absence, the role of designated hitter figures to be passed 
around for the next week or so. On Sunday, manager Paul Molitor, impressed with Jake Cave’s big-league debut one day earlier, gave the 
assignment to the rookie. 
 
    “We’re just trying to find ways to add offense to our lineup, as we’ve adjusted to missing a few people,” Molitor said. “I thought he took good 
at-bats last night. It was only three, but I thought he was competitive.” 
 
    The fact that Cave bats left-handed, and the Brewers will use a right-hander with a lively fastball in Junior Guerra today, made the decision 
even easier, Molitor said. “[Guerra] fits his swing pretty well,” Molitor said. “We’ll see if he has another good day.” 
 
    The Twins could use one from Jake Odorizzi, too, as they try to salvage the finale of this three-game series with Milwaukee. Odorizzi, who was 
originally drafted by the Brewers before being traded while still at Class A, has allowed only one run over his last 11 innings, and issued just one 
walk in his last start. Guerra, on the other hand, has been trending in the opposite direction — after allowing only three total runs in four April 
starts, he’s allowed 11 runs in 16 innings in May. 
 
    “Jake has been throwing the ball really well,” Molitor said. “He’s been able to use that splitter a little bit more consistently. He knows how to 
elevate the fastball [to] get swings and misses.” 
 
    The Brewers, who have outscored the Twins 13-7 in taking the first two games at Target Field, haven’t swept a three-game series from the 
Twins since 2011, and they haven’t done it in Minnesota since 1988, so there’s a little bit of border-battle history at stake today. Here are the 
lineups for the finale: 
 
BREWERS 
Cain CF 
 
Yelich LF 
 
Aguilar 1B 
 
Shaw 3B 
 
Perez RF 
 
Choi DH 
 
Villar 2B 
 
Saladino SS 
 
Bancy C 
  
Guerra RHP 
 
  
 
TWINS 
Dozier 2B 
 
Kepler RF 
 
Rosario LF 
 
Escobar 3B 
 
Morrison 1B 
 
Garver C 
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Cave DH 
 
Petit SS 
 
Buxton CF 
 
 Odorizzi RHP 
 
 
Derek Falvey says Twins are ready for current, future challenges 
Sid Hartman | Star Tribune | May 20, 2018 
 
Twins Chief Baseball Officer Derek Falvey said before the start of the Twins series with the Brewers that he believes his team is in the midst of a 
turnaround after a slow start. 
 
But you have to wonder if that outlook took a big hit with the news Saturday that Joe Mauer was headed to the 10-day disabled list with 
concussion symptoms and a neck injury. 
 
On top of that, Byron Buxton continues to play with a broken toe and has hit so poorly, just 2-for-23 in seven games back, that he was removed 
from the starting lineup for the Twins’ 5-4 loss to Milwaukee on Saturday. That dropped the Twins to 18-23 and 2½ games out of first. 
 
“We thought all along that this was a pretty talented team. We had a tough stretch there and didn’t play very well, a tough road trip, but I think 
that this team is now showing what it can be,” he said. “There is talent on the field. The pitching has continued to get better, and I think our 
defense, with Buxton returning and some other guys stepping up, we are playing better collectively. 
 
“We have to get healthy. [It] doesn’t help with Jason [Castro] being out for the season], but I think the healthier we get the more consistency we’ll 
see in our performance. With Ervin [Santana] coming back, Trevor May being an option for us, and eventually when Miguel [Sano] can get 
healthy we think we’ll be a better team going forward.” 
 
Falvey is also preparing for a big offseason, as a number of veterans are set to become free agents and an even larger number of young players 
will be arbitration-eligible for the first time. 
 
He was asked what kind of effort the team will make to sign free agents Mauer, Brian Dozier and Eduardo Escobar. 
 
“In all of those cases everyone is treated differently in terms of what they want to do and what their pursuits are. I have always subscribed to the 
idea that once you get to the season you want guys to focus on what they want to focus on, which is on the field,” he said. “You’re not ruling 
anything out, not ruling out any conversation you might have in the future. 
 
“But these guys want to focus on what they’re doing here, and they’ve earned the opportunity to make that decision.” 
 
Four other starters become eligible for arbitration: Buxton, Sano, Max Kepler and Eddie Rosario. Balancing those players’ first chance to get paid 
closer to what they are worth and also handling the free-agency situation seems like a tall task, but Falvey said the Twins front office believes it 
can handle all of it in an efficient manner. 
 
“It’s going to take a lot of work. Arbitration is something I’m very familiar with over the years of my career, and I know we have a number of 
guys that will be eligible,” he said. “We’re already preparing for that. Rob Antony, Daniel Adler and Thad [Levine] and myself spend time talking 
about how we’re going to divvy up those responsibilities and do the work we need. I think every team deals with this to some degree. 
 
“There’s a flow to it and I have full expectation that we’re going to be able to handle this going forward.” 
 
Fleck promotes internships 
 
When Gophers football coach P.J. Fleck promotes the state of Minnesota and the Twin Cities to potential recruits, he often points out the great 
business opportunities for players here that they won’t find at many schools in smaller towns. 
 
“I want every single one of our players taking internships,” he said. “Balancing the academics, balancing the internships, and then workouts and 
have conditioning with us. 
 
“Monday through Friday we keep them busy, but I think with our 18 Fortune 500 companies and the resources that these young people have in the 
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state of Minnesota and the Twin Cities area, it’s unlike any place in the world, it really is. It’s a unique experience. When we talk about, ‘Why 
Minnesota?’ This is one of the reasons people come to Minnesota, for the connection to these 18 Fortune 500 companies, and not just them but all 
of our surrounding businesses as well. So you can say those things and it sounds great, but are you applying them as a football team? Or are you 
just saying them to get recruits here? We actually apply it.” 
 
And when it comes to recruiting, Fleck has been able to get top players on official visits to campus such as Jirehl Brock of Quincy, Ill., the 11th-
ranked running back in the country, according to Rivals.com. He recently announced his final five college choices as the Gophers, Iowa, 
Northwestern, Iowa State and Purdue. 
 
Coyle recalls T-shirt toss 
 
When the Gophers hired Lindsay Whalen to be women’s basketball coach, athletic director Mark Coyle recalled his days as director of marketing 
and associate athletic director for external affairs, from 2001 to ’05. Whalen was a player then, leading the Gophers to the 2004 Final Four. 
 
“I said, ‘The last time I followed you closely I was throwing T-shirts in the crowd when you would hit a big bucket,’ ” Coyle recalled. “I had a 
great chance to see it firsthand, always followed Lindsay very closely when she was with the Connecticut Sun and obviously once she came back 
to the Lynx. I’m really grateful she said yes.” 
 
Jottings 
 
• Will Stefon Diggs be tough to sign after the Vikings wide receiver becomes an unrestricted free agent following this season? If Pro Football 
Focus has any insight he surely will, as it recently ranked him as the 15th-best player in the NFL under the age of 25. It also ranked him as the 
best in the NFL at making contested catches at 64.9 percent. Diggs was asked this week by NFL Network about his upcoming contract and he 
said: “I kind of let those things kind of figure themselves out. My job is more importantly just to put the work in. You put the work in and then 
you let that stuff kind of figure itself out.” 
 
• When the Viking negotiate with Anthony Barr, who can be a free agent at the end of the 2018 season, they can use the fact that he was ranked 
48th among linebackers by Pro Football Focus and finished 91st in tackles, according to the NFL, in 2017. But Barr can of course argue that he 
does more than just tackle, as he has made the three most recent Pro Bowls. 
 
• Former Vikings QB Teddy Bridgewater, about to start OTA’s with the New York Jets, told the Louisville Courier-Journal what he learned going 
through rehab from his serious knee injury: “I learned that I’m human. As crazy as it sounds, I always used to ask myself, ‘Man, I’m not fazed by 
this.’ But I found out I’m human. I have emotions.” 
 
• P.J. Fleck was happy to see former Gophers defensive tackle Steven Richardson sign with the L.A. Chargers, punter Ryan Santoso sign with the 
Detroit Lions and tight end Nate Wozniak sign with the New Orleans Saints. 
 
• How big was Lindsay Whalen’s hiring for the Gophers women’s hoops program? A headline in the New York Times on Friday read, “A Pro 
Guard Calls the Shots In a Side Job on the Sideline” on top of a big feature about Whalen’s hiring. 
 
 
 
Ex-Twins manager Ron Gardenhire brings homespun style to Tigers 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | May 20, 2018 
 
It didn’t take long for Ron Gardenhire to resume his old tricks when he took over the Detroit Tigers. He was ejected on Opening Day. 
 
Gardenhire has continued to argue with umpires. He’s praised his players for aggressive mistakes and criticized them for lack of hustle. Players, 
fans and media have had to learn the Gardenhire lexicon. That means, yes, he has used the phrase “battled their tails off.” 
 
It’s been full Gardy in Detroit. As the Tigers enter a rebuilding phase (they were 64-98 last season), Gardenhire has pushed his team to play hard 
but, simultaneously, have fun. We heard that many times during Gardenhire’s 13 years running the Twins, and now the Motor City is getting a 
taste of it. 
 
Twins fans will see for themselves this week when the 20-23 Tigers arrive for a three-game series beginning Monday. 
 
He’s been a gold mine for quotes, like his response last week when asked if he’s considered talking to his players about playing video games 
excessively, in the wake of Boston’s David Price coming down with carpal tunnel syndrome after playing too much “Fortnite.” 
 
“To not play a video game?” Gardenhire answered. “That’s probably out of my jurisdiction. I’d probably tell them not to go swordfighting or 
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something like that. Video games? No. It’s their choices. This is the United States. They have their choices.” 
 
And Gardenhire is not the only former Twin in Detroit. Rick Anderson, his longtime pitching coach, is the Tigers’ bullpen coach. Steve Liddle 
(bench coach) and Joe Vavra (quality control coach) filled various roles on Gardenhire’s staffs. 
 
And he’s retraced some of the steps he took with the Twins. Remember when he announced that Jacque Jones would be his leadoff hitter in 2002? 
He made Leonys Martin, also not known as a table setter, his leadoff hitter this year. Martin entered the weekend batting .294 with a .355 on-base 
percentage. 
 
After a 6-0 loss to Baltimore on April 27, Gardenhire addressed the team, at the end telling the players, “All right, turn some music on, get a cold 
beer, we’ll get them tomorrow,” according to some players. And the Tigers won the next day. 
 
That’s one of Gardenhire’s strengths, being able to take the stress out of stressful situations while getting players to believe they can make a 
difference. Meanwhile, players have raised eyebrows as Gardenhire and Liddle banter during games keeping the dugout loose. 
 
And the players have followed suit. When Gardenhire decided to give Martin a day off recently, he vowed to spend the game standing behind 
Gardenhire and yelling. And he did just that. 
 
How much it will work this season as the Tigers transition to a new wave of players remains to be seen, but the Gardenhire experience, so far, has 
drawn favorable reviews. 
 
“He reminds me a lot of manager Jim Leyland,” Tigers star Miguel Cabrera said earlier this month. “He gives you a lot of confidence to go out 
there and play. When you are feeling good, when you are feeling like he trusts you, you can do a lot of good things on the field.” 
 
 
 
Logan Morrison’s late hit lifts Twins to 3-1 win over Brewers 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | May 20, 2018 
 
Logan Morrison made the most of his first-ever look at lefty specialist Boone Logan. 
 
Sunday afternoon’s long-awaited LoMo-BoLo showdown went the Twins’ way as Morrison lined a two-run single high off the right-field wall for 
the go-ahead hit in the eighth inning of a 3-1 win over the Milwaukee Brewers. Morrison swung through a 95-mph fastball to start the 
confrontation, then bashed the same offering a foot or two to the left of the “This Is How We Baseball” sign. 
 
“I knew I got it, but I didn’t know if it was going to be high enough,” Morrison said. “I think it’s a homer anywhere else, but oh well. Let’s just 
draw a line like five feet up and we’ll be good.” 
 
The Twins, winning for just the second time in seven tries, were able to avoid their first three-game sweep at home against the Brewers since July 
8-10, 1988. They got swept by their Wisconsin neighbors in a four-game home series in May 1996. 
 
Playing first base with Joe Mauer (cervical strain) on the disabled list, Morrison came in hitting .194 in 31 at-bats against lefties. In late-and-close 
situations, he was hitting .185 with 11 strikeouts in 27 at-bats, so he clapped his hands vigorously after rounding first with the game’s deciding 
blow. 
 
Logan has been around since 2006, but the well-traveled lefty has now allowed five hits and two walks in 11 chances against same-sided batters. 
Morrison thought for sure he’d faced Logan somewhere along the way. 
 
“I haven’t?” he said incredulously. “I felt like I did, but maybe it was a spring training game or something. I remember him throwing a lot more 
sliders.” 
 
Brian Dozier, in the midst of a 3-for-30 slump, started the rally with a full-count walk. Max Kepler greeted Logan with a walk, and they both 
moved up on Eddie Rosario’s groundout before an intentional walk to Eduardo Escobar. 
 
 
Morrison, who had never been designated hitter for more than 17 games in a season before this year, had driven in just two runs against lefties 
before Sunday. He is hitting .175 with a .258 on-base percentage in 80 at-bats as the Twins’ DH, but when playing in the the field he is hitting 
.269 with a .397 OBP. 
 
“Shoot, I don’t want to make excuses for anything when I’m being a DH, but it’s just something you’re more comfortable with, more accustomed 
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to,” Morrison said. “I enjoy playing defense. I think I’m a pretty good first baseman, and I like to help the team more than just in the box.” 
 
Before Mauer landed on the DL, Morrison had been on pace for 85 starts at DH. At 30, he is still learning how to handle the extended down time 
between at-bats. 
 
“It’s been good to get out there, but at the same time I know the deal,” he said. “When Joe comes back, I’ll be DH-ing again and have to get better 
at it.” 
 
Few closers have been better recently than the Twins’ Fernando Rodney, who struck out the side for his ninth straight scoreless outing and his 
309th career save, one shy of hall of famer Rich Gossage. 
 
Twins right-hander Jake Odorizzi tied a career high with 10 strikeouts, but Jesus Aguilar clubbed a tying homer (his fourth of the series) on a no-
ball, two-strike pitch in the sixth to end his scoreless streak at 15 innings. Odorizzi, working around a blood blister that cropped up in the fourth, 
threw a season-high 108 pitches while giving up just five hits and two walks in a no-decision. 
 
 
 
Aside from his first two starts this month, when the Twins scored nine combined runs while he was in the game, Odorizzi has had three or fewer 
runs to work with in each of his other eight starts. In six of those starts, he has received two runs or fewer, but the Twins are still 5-5 when he 
takes the mound. 
 
“We’re not scoring a ton of runs right now, so we have to pitch well,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “When the games are tight, pitching is 
probably the largest component.” 
 
Four Twins relievers from the game’s 27th-ranked bullpen outshined a Brewers bullpen that entered with the second-lowest ERA in the majors. 
 
Kepler, continuing his bashing of lefties, gave the Twins a brief lead in the fifth with a run-scoring single through a drawn-in infield. That scored 
Byron Buxton, who reached third after a leadoff single, stolen base and throwing error; it was Buxton’s 29th consecutive successful stolen-base 
attempt, dating to last May 23 in Baltimore. 
 
For just the second time ever and the first since July 28, 2014, Odorizzi was facing the team that drafted him 32nd overall out of high school in 
2008 only to ship him off to the Kansas City Royals in a blockbuster deal for Zack Greinke in December 2010. Odorizzi has a 1.42 earned-run 
average, 15 strikeouts and two walks in those two starts against the Brewers. 
 
 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor tries to reassure Byron Buxton amid offensive woes 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | May 20, 2018 
 
Byron Buxton knew his swing could struggle after going four weeks between major league at-bats and skipping a rehab assignment. 
 
After sitting Buxton twice in a span of six games, Twins manager Paul Molitor chatted with his young center fielder in hopes of boosting his 
confidence. 
 
“Just tried to get a feel of where he was at and I tried to affirm him about his ability to hit,” Molitor said. “I think he knows it. He knows when he 
puts too much pressure on himself and tries to do too much and overthinks his at-bats.” 
 
Since coming off the 10-day disabled list on May 10 in Anaheim, Calif., Buxton entered Sunday 2 for 23 (.087) with a walk and nine strikeouts. 
He also failed to execute a squeeze bunt before striking out with a runner on third and one out in Friday’s loss. 
 
He went 1 for 3 with his first stolen base since April 12 and scored the Twins’ first run in a 3-1 win over the Milwaukee Brewers. 
 
Of 345 major league batters with at least 60 plate appearances, Buxton had been sixth-worst with a weighted on-base average of .179. He had 
chased pitches outside the strike zone 38.2 percent of the time, trailing only free-swinging left fielder Eddie Rosario (44.1 percent) on the Twins. 
 
“Sometimes the feel can come back with a swing or two,” Molitor said. “The big thing is to get to where he’s putting himself in a good position 
while he’s recognizing what the pitch is, not guessing and pre-determining swings. I think he’s hit only one ball to the right side since he’s been 
back.” 
 
MAUER UPDATE 
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Communication with Joe Mauer has been limited since the first baseman was placed on the disabled list Saturday with a cervical strain and 
concussion-like symptoms. 
 
 
Molitor said he exchanged text messages with Mauer on Saturday evening, but neither Molitor nor head athletic trainer Tony Leo had heard from 
the 35-year-old as of late Sunday morning. 
 
“I’m sure we’ll get an update today,” Molitor said. “Right now we’re expecting him to be here (Monday) to run through whatever we need to as 
far as where he’s at.” 
 
CAMEO 
 
Legendary clubhouse attendant Wayne “Big Fella” Hattaway materialized in the home clubhouse for the first time this season. 
 
No one was quite sure who summoned him, but the unofficial director of team morale (as dubbed by former Twins general manager Terry Ryan) 
was a welcome sight for players and staffers alike. 
 
“I hadn’t seen him for a while,” Molitor said. “It’s good to see him, but I don’t think my approach changes. I was not aware of Big Fella being 
here this weekend.” 
 
PALACIOS STRUGGLING 
 
Jermaine Palacios, the 21-year-old Venezuelan shortstop the Twins dealt straight-up for right-hander Jake Odorizzi in February, was having a 
tough time adjusting to Double-A pitching. 
 
Entering Sunday’s play, Palacios was batting just .203 with a .519 combined on-base/slugging percentage and one home run in 118 at-bats. His 
overall production, as measured by weighted runs created plus, was 55 percent below Southern League average, just ahead of Chattanooga center 
fielder Tanner English, a glove-first Twins farmhand. 
 
Palacios’ strikeout rate had climbed to a career-worst 21 percent and his stolen-base success rate was just 63.3 percent (50 steals in 79 attempts). 
Odorizzi, meanwhile, is under team control via arbitration through 2019. 
 
BRIEFLY 
 
Fernando Romero’s parents, Fernando Sr. and Johanna, and younger brother Marcos won’t be able to see him pitch in the majors until the early 
part of July, due to visa delays, Romero said. The Twins have an 11-game homestand leading up to the all-star break. 
 
Veteran right-hander Dillon Gee, who posted a 3.22 earned-run average in 14 outings (three starts) for the Twins last season, recently underwent 
surgery to repair a blood clot after making four starts for the Chunichi Dragons in Japan. Gee, who was 0-3 with a 4.00 ERA after signing a one-
year deal, said on his Instagram account that he “could possibly have time to go back” this season. 
 
Miguel Sano (hamstring) went 0 for 2 with a walk, a strikeout and a fourth-inning fielding error while playing five innings at third base on Sunday 
for Triple-A Rochester. Sano is 0 for 4 with three walks in a rehab assignment that started Saturday. 
 
Double-A outfielder Brent Rooker and Class A Cedar Rapids right-hander Brusdar Graterol were named Twins’ minor league player and pitcher 
of the week. Rooker hit .323 with five extra-base hits in 31 at-bats, while Graterol came off the DL with a 10-strikeout, one-walk game across 5 
2/3 shutout innings. 
 
 
 
Morrison delivers, Twins salvage series with 3-1 win over Brewers 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | May 20, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — Logan Morrison came through with a big hit for the injury-decimated Minnesota Twins lineup. 
 
Morrison hit a two-run single to give Minnesota’s offense a much-needed lift, and four relievers worked 3 1/3 scoreless innings in a 3-1 win over 
the Milwaukee Brewers on Sunday. 
 
Kepler homers in Twins’ 8-3 loss to Brewers 
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Morrison’s liner hit high off the right-field wall with one out and the bases loaded in the eighth against reliever Boone Logan. The Twins were 3 
for 18 with runners in scoring position in the series before Morrison’s single. 
 
“We’ve been close the last two games, just hadn’t come through,” Morrison said. “It was good to come through there and get us the `W.’ I think 
yesterday we were a hit away. Got guys on, just couldn’t come through. Same thing for most of the game today. Keep getting them on, we’ll get 
them in.” 
 
Addison Reed (1-3) struck out one batter in one hitless inning. Fernando Rodney struck out the side in the ninth to secure his ninth save in 12 
chances. 
 
Minnesota salvaged the final game of the series, snapping a three-game skid with a roster missing four of its expected starters when spring 
training began. 
 
Joe Mauer was placed on the disabled list on Saturday. Miguel Sano and Jason Castro also are on the DL, and shortstop Jorge Polanco was 
suspended during spring training. 
 
“These guys understand it’s been a grind,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. 
 
WATCH: Twins closer Rodney strikes out the side in the 9th 
Taylor Williams (0-2) walked Brian Dozier to lead off the eighth. Logan entered and walked Max Kepler. Eddie Rosario was out on a swinging 
bunt that moved the runners to second and third, and Eduardo Escobar was intentionally walked in front of Morrison. 
 
“The walk hurts in that situation,” Williams said. “That kind of stuff can’t happen. It’s got to stop.” 
 
Morrison, in his first year with Minnesota after signing a one-year contract after spring training had begun, was hitting .113 through April 26. The 
veteran slugger had two hits and a homer the next day and has hit .296 with four home runs and 14 RBIs in his last 21 games. 
 
“It’s definitely just being able to stay behind the ball more, not getting out there so much,” Morrison said. “Again, it’s still happening sometimes. 
… It’s always a work in progress, but more often than not it’s getting a little more consistent.” 
 
Jesus Aguilar homered in the sixth off Jake Odorizzi, who allowed one run five hits in 5 2/3 innings. 
 
Taylor Rogers came on with runners at first and third and got out of the jam by striking out pinch-hitter Domingo Santana. Rogers got the first out 
in the seventh and Ryan Pressly finished the inning. 
 
 
 
AGUILAR’S STREAK 
 
Aguilar, who is the Brewers’ regular first baseman with Eric Thames and Ryan Braun on the disabled list, homered for the third straight game. He 
had four home runs in the series and now has seven this season in 102 at-bats. 
 
“He was brilliant this weekend,” Milwaukee manager Craig Counsell said. “Four homers, three straight days of it. He’s swinging a real nice bat, 
and he’s pretty locked in.” 
 
STARTER’S WORK 
 
Aguilar’s homer snapped a string of 15 straight scoreless innings by Odorizzi, who entered the day tied for 18th in the majors in lowest run 
support per game. 
 
Odorizzi got the Brewers to chase fastballs up in the zone and notched 10 strikeouts, one off a career high and the most since he had 10 on April 
5, 2016. 
 
Milwaukee starter Junior Guerra dealt with some control issues, throwing just 49 of his 91 pitches for strikes. He gave up one run in 4 1/3 innings. 
 
TRAINER’S ROOM 
 
Brewers: RHP Zach Davies is nearing a return from right rotator cuff inflammation, but Counsell said Davies isn’t in consideration to start 
Wednesday, when Milwaukee has an open spot in the rotation. 
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Twins: Molitor said he’s exchanged texts with Mauer, but Mauer was going to stay away from the park on Sunday as he tries to recover from a 
neck strain and concussion-like symptoms. Mauer was having balance issues and sensitivity to light. Molitor said he expects Mauer to be at the 
park on Monday. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Brewers: RHP Chase Anderson (3-3, 3.97 ERA) will come off the disabled list to start Monday’s series opener against Arizona at home. 
Anderson has been out since May 10 because of an illness. He last started on May 6, when he gave up five runs in 5 1/3 innings in a loss to 
Pittsburgh. RHP Zack Greinke (3-2, 3.46) will start for the Diamondbacks. 
 
Twins: RHP Jose Berrios (4-4, 4.05) will start Monday as Minnesota finishes its homestand with a three-game series against Detroit. Berrios 
bounced back strong in his last outing, giving up one run in 7 1/3 innings in a win over St. Louis. The Tigers will start LHP Blaine Hardy (0-0, 
3.68), who will be making his second start of the season and just his second in 170 career appearances. 
 
 
 
Wetmore’s 5 thoughts: Jake Odorizzi succeeds up, Fernando Rodney’s on a roll 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | May 20, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS – On the whole the Twins probably aren’t content with the way things went during a weekend series against the Milwaukee 
Brewers. Minnesota lost 2 of 3 games to the Brew Crew and learned that Joe Mauer would require a stint on the disabled list with a strained neck 
and “concussion-like symptoms.” 
 
But Jake Odorizzi pitched well Sunday and Logan Morrison added an important knock that served as a pick-me-up for Twins fans, and both 
players contributed to the Twins’ 3-1 win to salvage the final game of the alleged Border Battle series. 
 
1. Logan Morrison tattooed the winning hit in the 8th inning. 
Morrison, filling in for the injured Joe Mauer at first base, walked up to the plate with the bases loaded and one out in the 8th inning. He smoked a 
pitch high off the wall in right field, and the result was a 2-RBI single on a liner that Morrison – and his manager – said might have left 29 other 
parks. 
 
That was the decisive hit in a 3-1 Twins win, and it’s just the latest in a good stretch of hitting for the new Twins’ first baseman. He entered 
Sunday hitting  .294/.400/.559 in his past 20 games. 
 
Mauer and Molitor traded texts on Saturday, and after a couple days at home the expectation is that Mauer will be back at the park Monday to get 
a feel for where he’s at physically. It’s not yet clear, though, how soon Mauer will be back from his neck strain and concussion-like symptoms. 
Without their most consistent bat in the lineup the Twins will be counting on more of the same patience and power that Morrison has featured for 
the past few weeks. 
 
2. Jake Odorizzi was great Sunday. 
He pitched 5 2/3 really good innings against the Brewers, during which he racked up 10 strikeouts. That’s the first time in his brief Twins career 
that he’s hit double-digit strikeouts, and the first since his first start in 2016 with the Rays. 
 
The pitch that really made a difference for him was the fastball up in the zone – and out of the zone. Odorizzi is well-known for his use of high 
fastballs to “jump over” a hitter’s bat. That ability was on full display Sunday. By my count 8 of his 10 punchouts came on the fastball, one on a 
splitter and one a sort of straight cutter up above the zone. 
 
I counted 16 swinging strikes (swing and a miss), out of the 24 hitters he faced Sunday. By percentage, that’s almost 15% of Odorizzi’s 108 
pitches thrown, and that’s a good mark. 
 
3. On the other hand… 
The one negative checkmark on his timecard was a no-doubter home run by Jesús Aguilar. 
 
That guy had a pretty good series for the Brewers. 
 
With two outs and nobody on base in the 6th inning, Odorizzi tried to go back to the old trick of daring a hitters to go get a fastball high and out of 
the strike zone. Aguilar took that dare, swinging at a high fastball and gifting it to a fan sitting in the second deck in left field. 
 
Overall I’d say that the fastball was a good pitch for Odorizzi against the Brewers. It’s just that the one pitch to Aguilar ended up a long way from 
home plate and tied the score at 1-1. 
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(By the way, it wasn’t just Odorizzi who struggled to get that guy out; in the 3-game series in Minnesota, Aguilar was 6-for-13 with 4 home runs, 
6 RBIs, 5 runs scored and a walk for good measure.) 
 
We already mentioned Odorizzi’s roughly 15% swing-and-miss rate Sunday. By contrast, if you’re keeping score at home, about 0.9% of 
Odorizzi’s pitches were hit for home runs to the second deck in left field. 
 
That’s the tradeoff with fastballs up. 
 
4. Fernando Rodney has rewarded Paul Molitor’s confidence with a scoreless streak. 
Rodney looked dominant Sunday against the Brewers, with three strikeouts in a clean 9th inning to slam the door on Milwaukee’s nose. 
 
Rodney is animated in his faux bow-and-arrow post-game celebration on the mound. It was a stark contrast to hear him speak roughly 10 or 15 
minutes after the last out was recorded. 
 
“That’s part of the season. It’s going to be better, one day it’s going to be tough,” Rodney said quietly, standing at his double-wide locker inside 
the winning clubhouse. “But the only way I’m doing my job is when I keep my head up. I know it’s good today, maybe it will be bad tomorrow. 
So I just keep fighting and see what happens.” 
 
What happened Sunday was a 1-2-3 inning in which Rodney struck out the side to preserve a needed Twins win. 
 
Once again we’re awarding the Save Assist to Addison Reed, whose strong 8th inning took care of Milwaukee’s 3-4-5 hitters. That freed up 
Rodney to bully the bottom of the Brewers’ order, a task he accepted without issue. 
 
It’s been a lot more good than bad lately. Rodney is running stretch of 9 scoreless outings right now. He hasn’t given up a run since Miguel Sano 
blew a save for him in New York against the Yankees. 
 
“It’s one pitch, game over. But I believe in myself … I trust everything I have,” Rodney said. 
 
He’s got a great changeup, and he can dial his fastball up into the mid-90’s when the game is on the line. Molitor, for his part, stuck with the 
closer even after the Twins had some tough losses in April. 
 
“I don’t think that some of the games that we let slip away were totally attributable to the fact that he wasn’t throwing well,” Molitor said Sunday. 
“But as of late he’s been overmatching a lot of guys, as he did today, [with a] combination of the fastball and changeup.” 
 
5. Byron Buxton got on base and then his speed earned Max Kepler an RBI hit. 
Buxton sent a single to the outfield when he stayed on a slider in his second plate appearance. Then as Brian Dozier swung at strike three, Buxton 
was busy stealing second base. The Brewers hurried, as any team is wont to do when Buxton is out there doing his thing on the base paths. The 
throw down to second base was no good and ended up in the outfield, which in turn allowed Buxton to scamper to third base. 
 
The next hitter, Max Kepler, singled through a drawn-in infield and Buxton crossed the plate to take a 1-0 lead. 
 
I’m not 100% sure if Kepler’s ball is a hit if the infield is playing standard depth. But I am 100% sure that Milwaukee would not have played their 
prevent defense in that moment without a runner on third base. 
 
We’ve seen before that over the course of a season Buxton can earn some teammates an RBI by shallow fly balls into RBI sacrifice flies. On 
Sunday, it’s not stretch to say that he earned Kepler the RBI hit just by getting over to third base. 
 
 
 
Pitching staff finally steps up, Buxton resets, LoMo delivers in Twins’ win 
Dan Hayes | The Athletic | May 21, 2018 
 
This was it. Sunday’s 17-strikeout collective performance is exactly what the Twins’ front office had in mind when it assembled its pitching staff 
this offseason. 
 
When they built the pitching staff with five major acquisitions, the hope was to amass a group that could help the Twins endure the tough times 
that often arise during a baseball season. 
 
With Joe Mauer and Miguel Sanó on the disabled list and Jorge Polanco suspended through July 1, the team’s collective issues have recently 
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caught up to the offense. The entire team was in need of a pick-me-up on Sunday, and Jake Odorizzi and Co. provided just that in a 3-1 Twins 
victory over the Milwaukee Brewers at Target Field that snapped a three-game losing streak. 
 
Working with a strong high-fastball, Odorizzi established a season-high with 10 strikeouts and the bullpen contributed seven more to slow down 
the hot Brewers. The combined 17 strikeouts are tied for the third-highest total in Twins history in a nine-inning game. 
 
“Runs are at a premium right now,” Odorizzi said. “We all go through stretches like this. Every team doesn’t hit the cover off the ball 162 games 
a year. When you have stretches like this, you need your pitching to be on its game.” 
 
The Twins have had their share of big performances this season. José Berríos has produced more than a few of his own and prior to his last start, 
rookie Fernando Romero has been very good, too. The starting staff put together a strong first few weeks as well. 
 
But overall, the Twins haven’t performed consistently, at least not the way the front office hoped when the group was formed over the winter. A 
staff that added Odorizzi via a trade and free agents Lance Lynn, Zach Duke, Fernando Rodney and Addison Reed entered Sunday with a 4.55 
ERA. 
 
Yet all that Milwaukee hitters faced on Sunday was a collectively nasty group. Odorizzi struck out two batters in the first inning and added one 
each over the next three innings as he cruised into the fifth. The right-hander induced 12 swings and misses among the 55 four-seam fastballs he 
threw, including a critical 2-2 heater to Jett Bandy with two men on that ended the fifth inning — he struck out the side, sandwiched around a 
walk and an infield single. 
 
Odorizzi followed up a sharp effort Monday by striking out two more batters to start the sixth inning before he yielded a game-tying solo homer to 
Jesús Aguilar. He then walked Travis Shaw and exited after Hernán Perez’s 58-mph blooper found a patch of grass for a single. But Taylor 
Rogers took over and struck out pinch-hitter Domingo Santana to keep the score tied 1-1. 
 
After he produced six scoreless innings in a loss to Seattle on Monday, Odorizzi allowed a run and five hits with two walks and 10 strikeouts in 5 
2/3 innings Sunday. 
 
“He’s been pitching really well of late,” first baseman Logan Morrison said. “We haven’t been able to come through. I like our chances with him 
out there, just like the other guys.” 
 
The Twins have a pitching staff that should provide confidence. The entire group is striking out 9.06 batters per nine innings this season. While 
baseball collectively has seen an increase in strikeouts, the Twins’ surge is 1.6 whiffs per nine higher than their previous franchise-high of 7.43 in 
2016. 
 
Rogers struck out both batters he faced Sunday before he gave way to Ryan Pressly, who has 33 strikeouts in 24 2/3 innings. Pressly ended the 
seventh inning with a big strikeout of Christian Yelich to strand a pair of runners and again preserve the tie. 
 
Reed struck out another in the eighth inning before Rodney struck out the side in a dominant ninth to preserve the victory. It was the ninth save in 
12 tries for Rodney, who will carry a nine-inning scoreless stretch into his next outing. 
 
The collective performance allowed the Twins time to overcome their own mistakes and afforded ample time for Morrison to provide the big 
blow, a two-run single in the eighth inning high off the right-center field wall that should have gone for a grand slam. 
 
 “We’re not scoring a ton of runs right now so we have to pitch well,” manager Paul Molitor said. “It’s those little things we talk about when the 
games are tight. Pitching is probably the largest component. We got a good start and our relievers did their jobs. A better game. We got picked off 
in a situation where it probably shouldn’t happen and those things can cost you and have been costing us. But we were able to overcome that 
today.” 
 
The Twins have had plenty of bumps, bruises and horrible bounces to make up for this season. Whether it’s the underperformance of Lynn and 
Morrison, who has heated up dramatically in May, or injuries to Sanó, Mauer, and Byron Buxton, the Twins offense has yet to hit its stride. 
 
But the pitching staff is confident it can help the Twins through these difficult periods. On Sunday, the group discovered the blueprint. 
 
“It was good to have that big hit at the right time,” Odorizzi said. “We need to win games like this consistently if we want to be a playoff-caliber 
team. 
 
“It’s just a good (win) to look back on.” 
 
Good day off helps Buxton reset 
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After going 2-for-23 since he returned from the disabled list, Buxton was frustrated and pressing enough at the plate that Molitor provided him 
with a day off Saturday. The Twins’ center fielder took full advantage of the spare time to relax and work on rediscovering the feel at the plate 
with hitting coach James Rowson. 
 
Buxton said before Sunday’s game he’s doing his best not to dwell on what has been a frustrating start to the season and Saturday freed him up. 
 
“It was good,” Buxton said. “It cleared my mind a little bit more. Once you clear your mind, that’s when things start feeling like it’s changing a 
little bit.” 
 
The change was pretty evident from the outset Sunday. Even though he struck out looking, Buxton worked a full count against Milwaukee starter 
Junior Guerra and showed a patient approach. Buxton’s next trip to the plate resulted in a 102.2-mph single to left as he jumped on a slider and hit 
it through the hole. Buxton immediately took advantage as he stole second base — his 29th straight successful attempt — and advanced to third 
on a throwing error. Max Kepler then singled Buxton in to give the Twins a 1-0 lead. 
 
“I thought he had better swings today,” Molitor said. “He stayed on that slider and hit it to left field. He had a chance to run, which is good to see. 
It’s one of those things where he hasn’t been on base a ton. I think he’s trying to get his feel back on the bases as well.” 
 
LoMo’s big hit breaks it open 
Morrison continued a stellar May performance by smacking a two-run single off the wall above the 365-foot sign in right-center field to put the 
Twins ahead for good. It’s yet another sign the slugger is back to full health after a rough April. Morrison, who finished 1-for-3 with a walk, has 
been hot since he homered on April 27. In that span of 84 plate appearances, Morrison is hitting .296/.405/.592 with four home runs and 14 RBIs. 
 
“He’s started to get on track, he’s become the player we thought he’d be,” Molitor said. “He’ll strikeout some, but he’s taking his walks and he’s 
been getting some hits. The production has started to come.” 
 
 
Hampton native Jake Cave called up to play for Minnesota Twins 
Marty O’Brien  | Daily Press | May 19, 2018 
 
 
Jake Cave, a former area high school baseball standout at Hampton Christian and Kecoughtan, was called up Saturday to play for the Minnesota 
Twins. A pro for seven years, Cave will be making his Major League Baseball regular-season debut. 
 
Cave started seventh in the batting order and played center field Saturday night in the Twins’ home game against the Milwaukee Brewers. He hit a 
two-run home run in his second at-bat after grounding into a forceout and scoring a run following his first MLB plate appearance. He played 
Friday night for the Twins’ Triple-A affiliate in Rochester, N.Y., getting an RBI single in the Red Wings’ 2-0 win over Pawtucket. 
 
“I’m super excited,” Cave told the Daily Press hours before his debut on Saturday. “I’ve been dreamin’ about this day my whole life.” 
 
Apprentice School baseball coach Bryan Cave said his son then flew to Minnesota to join the Twins late Friday. Jake Cave, a 25-year-old 
outfielder, is batting .265 (35 for 132) this season with Rochester, with 17 RBI, 13 runs, seven doubles, a triple and a home run. 
 
He is replacing former all-star Joe Mauer, who was placed on the 10-day disabled list with a cervical strain and concussion-like symptoms, the 
Twins announced. 
 
Cave was selected by the New York Yankees in the sixth round of the 2011 draft and played most recently for that organization with the Triple-A 
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders of the International League. He was on the Yankees’ 40-man roster this spring before he was traded in March 
to the Twins for minor-league right-handed pitcher Luis Gil. 
 
Cave is the third player on his former area AAU ages 10-12 team, the Peninsula Pilots, to make the majors. Chad Pinder is in his third season as a 
utility player with the Oakland Athletics, while Kyle Crockett — appearing this weekend in Norfolk with Cincinnati's Triple-A affiliate, 
Louisville — has pitched several seasons for the Cleveland Indians. 
 
"I was talking with Chris Pinder (Chad's dad) this morning, and we were talking about what an incredible feat it is for your son to make the 
majors," Bryan Cave said. "The odds are incredible. 
 
"For three players from the same (youth) team to make it, that's just crazy." 


	Minnesota Twins Daily Clips
	Monday, May 21, 2018

