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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

1906-The Reds trade Harry Steinfeldt to the Cubs for Hans Lobert and Jake Weimer. Steinfeldt had played eight seasons 

with the Reds, batting .267 with 160 doubles, 62 triples, 422 RBI and 109 stolen bases 

 

MLB.COM 
 

Hamilton robs Ohtani with unreal diving catch 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Mar. 5th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- Shohei Ohtani, meet Billy Hamilton. 

 

As the Reds hosted the Angels for the first time this spring in a 7-5 loss on Monday, Ohtani endured what many a Major Leaguer 

has experienced before -- getting robbed of a hit by a spectacular play made by the speedy Hamilton. 

 

In the top of the first inning with one out and facing pitcher Sal Romano as the Angels' designated hitter, Ohtani hit a drive to deep 

left-center field. Hamilton made a long run to near the warning track before stretching out for a diving catch. 

 

"I want to take a hit away from anybody. I don't care who it is, to be honest with you," Hamilton said. "It was one of those plays I 

feel like I've got to make, and should make. It just happened to be him, one of the guys who will be a star in this game. I want to 

take away as many hits as I possibly can. They don't want to give me hits and I don't want anybody else to get a hit." 

 

After completing the catch, Hamilton rolled a few times as he hit the ground. He also narrowly avoided a collision with left fielder 

Ben Revere in the process. 

 

Hamilton revealed that he didn't get the best read of the ball off of the bat of the Japanese sensation. 

 

"It's kind of tough here with these skies and the sun," Hamilton said. "I didn't realize Ben was over there. Usually I can just get over 

there and not call for anything, but he was right there on me and I had to call it and make a quick decision because he was right up 

on me and he gets to the ball really, really well." 

 

Romano acknowledged the great play from the mound with a wave of appreciation towards Hamilton, one of the game's best 

defensive center fielders and a National League Gold Glove finalist each of the last four seasons. 

 

"It was Billy being Billy. There's really not much to say about that. It's just Billy doing what he always does," Romano said. "I'm 

sure Ohtani probably wanted that to fall, but we've got Billy Hamilton out there." 

 

Ohtani, the rare two-way player and the No. 1 prospect in all of baseball according to MLB Pipeline, could only head back to the 

visitor's dugout without what would have likely been an extra-base hit had it not been for Hamilton. 

 

"I didn't think the ball was going to fall and it didn't," Ohtani said via a translator. "I was glad I was able to get the bat on the ball." 

 

As Ohtani's first big league season is being followed closely by Japanese media, several reporters sought Hamilton and Romano for 

questions about the top free agent prize from the past offseason. The Reds were among the many clubs that unsuccessfully tried to 

woo him to sign. 

 

"The guy is getting an opportunity to play here in the U.S. I just wish him the best," Romano said. "Hopefully he adjusts to here. I 

think he'll have a pretty good career." 

 

 

 



Romano faces Pujols: 'It was a pleasure' 

Reds pitcher grew up following Angels veteran; Price looking for improvement from younger players 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Mar. 5th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- The baseball fan inside Reds pitcher Sal Romano couldn't help noting a special moment. 

 

In a 7-5 loss to the Angels on Monday, Romano twice faced future Hall-of-Famer Albert Pujols -- who often pummeled Reds 

pitchers as a member of the rival Cardinals. In the first inning, Romano fielded a comebacker to the mound for the out. But in the 

third inning, Pujols reached on a broken-bat single with two outs. After the inning, the two spoke briefly by third base. 

 

"He said he'll take it," Romano said Pujols told him of the hit. "Growing up a kid, I played against him in video games and all that 

kind of stuff. It was kind of cool to be able to face him like that. I just told him congratulations on such a good career and it was a 

pleasure facing him." 

 

Overall, Romano gave up five runs (two earned) with five hits over 3 1/3 innings. Romano struck out three and did not walk anyone, 

but he hit a batter and had a wild pitch. 

 

Romano is vying for the fifth spot in Cincinnati's rotation. 

 

"Some good, some bad," Romano said of the outing. "I thought I made some really quality pitches there in the third inning, just 

tough luck with a couple of bloop hits and a broken bat hit. That stuff is going to happen." 

 

Reds manager Bryan Price was pleased with Romano's outing and how he controlled the running game. 

 

"He had good stuff," Price said. "I liked his velocity and command. His breaking ball, I thought was very good today. We weren't 

real sharp behind him defensively, and he made a mistake himself on the groundball to Joey [Votto in the fourth inning]. It created a 

couple of those runs." 

 

Price disappointed in some performances 

 

While Price has been pleased with the effort of some players and the team's overall health, he voiced his displeasure Monday 

morning about other issues. 

 

Price did not specify which players aren't handling pressure well. Cincinnati has several young pitchers vying for the final spots in 

the rotation, bullpen and bench. 

 

"Though we haven't swung the bats well to this point, I think our regulars have a really good understanding of how we do things 

here and they really set a good tone, but with the younger players, I'd like to see more," Price said. 

 

Camp battle: Kivlehan seeks return to bench role 

 

Infielder/outfielder Patrick Kivlehan led the Reds in 2017 with nine pinch-hits and 57 pinch-hit at-bats while hitting nine home runs 

overall. But Kivlehan was taken off of the 40-man roster after last season and is trying to earn a spot as a non-roster player this 

spring. 

 

"It's definitely harder," Kivlehan said. "You see guys every year come into camp and earn their way onto the roster. That's what I 

have to do." 

 

Despite the extra hurdle to clear, Kivlehan has shown himself to be comfortable in the bench role and playing sparingly. 

 

"It's one of those roles where you kind of have to know what it is and can't go into it not wanting it or being a guy who complains 

and wants more," said Kivlehan, who started in right field vs. the Angels on Monday. "It is a role and if you can master that role, 

there is a spot like that for a guy on every team." 

 

Injury update 

 

Dilson Herrera, who is coming back from right shoulder surgery and missed a couple of days with soreness, returned to playing on 

Sunday with two at-bats as a designated hitter. Out of options, Herrera is trying to earn a bench spot. 

 

"We're hoping to be able to see him regularly at second base on the infield and maybe some third base as we get deeper in camp," 

Price said. "It will be important that he's able to defend, obviously." 



 

Up next 

 

Brandon Finnegan will make his Cactus League debut Tuesday when the Reds face the Indians at 3:05 p.m. ET. In Surprise during a 

morning 'B' game, Michael Lorenzen is scheduled to start vs. the Rangers. 

 

 

Pipeline report: Reds camp 

By Jim Callis MLB.com @JimCallisMLB 

Mar. 5th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- The Reds have been mostly an afterthought in the National League Central for the past four years. They 

haven't won more than 76 games in a season and haven't come closer than 12 games to a Wild Card berth. 

 

Meanwhile, the Cubs, Cardinals and Pirates all have made multiple postseason appearances and the Brewers vaulted back into 

contention in 2017, missing the playoffs by just one game. But Cincinnati is getting closer to relevance. 

 

The Reds have graduated a slew of young pitchers to Great American Ball Park during the last two seasons, most notably Luis 

Castillo and Amir Garrett, and the farm system is just getting started. Farm director Jeff Graupe says Cincinnati has more talent in 

the Minor Leagues than it has at any time since he joined the organization as a baseball operations assistant in 2006. 

 

"I think for where they are, we're deeper than we've ever been," Graupe said. "It's tough when you look at what Joey Votto, Johnny 

Cueto and Jay Bruce turned out to be. But at the same time, if you compare guys when they were in the Minor Leagues, it's 

comparable and we have more depth now." 

 

No. 8 in MLB Pipeline's latest system talent rankings, the Reds have one of the best hitter/pitcher prospect combos around in third 

baseman Nick Senzel and right-hander Hunter Greene, their last two first-round selections. Outfielder Taylor Trammell also has an 

ultra-high ceiling, while outfielder Jesse Winker and righty Tyler Mahle are ready for full-time duty after getting callups in 2017. 

 

There also are plenty of additional talents up the middle, including second baseman Shed Long, shortstop Jeter Downs, center 

fielders Jose Siri and Stuart Fairchild, catcher Tyler Stephenson. Tony Santillan and Vladimir Gutierrez give the Reds two more 

power righties behind Greene. 

 

As exciting as all the depth, and what it could mean for Cincinnati's future, may be, the upside of Senzel and Greene could be more 

impressive. And that presents some development challenges for 2018. 

 

Senzel is better than expected, which is saying something considering that he was the No. 2 overall pick in the 2016 Draft. He has 

solid or better tools across the board, and after hitting .313/.393/.514 in his two years as a pro, there's not much left for him to prove 

except maybe to get some Triple-A experience for experience's sake. 

 

But Eugenio Suarez hit 26 homers while manning the hot corner for the Reds last year, so Senzel will indeed head to Triple-A to 

start the season. To keep things interesting, he'll play some shortstop to see if that might be a realistic option. He played there briefly 

in college at Tennessee. 

 

"The bat is his carrying tool, but it's really, really easy to lose how good an athlete he is," Graupe said. "He's a plus runner with a 

plus arm, a very good defender. He's a really well-rounded player. He's a lot of fun to watch. He's super-driven and task-oriented, 

and that's kind of why we're testing out shortstop. 

 

"You're looking for obstacles to put in front of these guys to see how they react. We're looking to create a moment of adversity so 

they can grow. Nick has really matched or exceeded every expectation, so we're going to have him climb the defensive spectrum 

and see how he does at shortstop. Every time we've created a growth opportunity for him, he has performed." 

 

With Greene, the No. 2 overall choice last year, the Reds must walk a fine line between keeping him engaged, while not putting too 

much on his plate. He may generate 100-mph fastballs more easily than any teenaged pitcher ever has, but he also was handled 

extremely carefully as an amateur. He pitched just 28 innings as a high school senior and 121 in four years as a prepster, so he's 

probably going to get more down time in 2018 than he would like. 

 

"This year is really all about transitioning to pro ball," Graupe said. "Obviously, we want our guys to go out and perform and learn 

lessons every day. From my seat, it's all about creating a plan to maximize his value to Cincinnati. The goal is to have him pitch 

deep into the season and experience the end of the season. Even if he's not pitching, to experience what fatigue is like at the end of 

the year." 

 



Camp standouts 

 

Brandon Dixon may not have made MLB Pipeline's Reds Top 30 Prospects list, but he was the talk of Cincinnati's big league camp 

in the early going. He led the Reds with three homers and seven RBIs after nine games while playing all four infield and outfield 

corners. Acquired along with Jose Peraza and Scott Schebler from the Dodgers in the December 2015 trade that sent Todd Frazier to 

the White Sox, Dixon has hit 16 homers in each of his two seasons in the organization and has the pop and versatility to perhaps 

earn a bench role. 

 

Though position players aren't scheduled to arrive to Cincinnati's Minor League Spring Training until Tuesday, 19 of them came to 

Goodyear in January for a strength camp. Graupe said the Reds have been very pleased with what they've seen from Cuban 

shortstop Jose Israel Garcia, who signed for $5 million last June and will make his pro debut this year. 

 

"He's really embraced the weight room and all of the cultural assimilation things you have to focus on with first-year Cubans," 

Graupe said. "He's really taken to that, which should free him up to do the physical things he'll need to get ready for the season, 

rather than throw it all on him at once. He's put on 15 pounds. He's a very good athlete." 

 

 

Pipeline Q&A: Reds prospect Taylor Trammell 

By Jim Callis MLB.com @JimCallisMLB 

Mar. 5th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- As part of MLB Pipeline's visit to all 30 Spring Training camps, we'll sit down with prospects and get to 

know them a little better. At Reds camp, it was Cincinnati's No. 3 prospect, Taylor Trammell. 

 

The Georgia 2015 Class A football offensive player of the year after rushing for 2,479 yards and 36 touchdowns as a senior, 

Trammell had college football opportunities, but opted to concentrate on baseball. Signed for $3.2 million a supplemental first-

round pick in 2016, he batted .281/.368/.450 last year in low Class A, ranking second in the Midwest League in walks (71) and 

steals (41) and fourth in total bases (221). 

 

MLB Pipeline: You were an accomplished football player who could have played in college, and your brother Kyle is currently a 

linebacker at Mercer. Do you miss football? 

 

Trammell: I love watching college football. I love guys my age doing something with their lives and working toward something. 

That brings joy to my heart. That's awesome. I love watching college football, but playing it? A lot of people ask me that question. I 

could go out here and play 24 hours of baseball and love it. I could play one hour of football and I'd dread it. The physical toll it 

takes, it messes some guys up. I can't see my kids going through that. 

 

MLB Pipeline: Going into the spring of your senior year at Mount Paran Christian School (Kennesaw, Ga.), did you have any 

inkling that your stock as a baseball prospect was going to take off like it did? It seemed most teams regarded you as a third- to 

fifth-rounder entering the year. 

 

Trammell: I had zero idea. I was a little bit under the radar. Not that many people knew who I was. I always had that chip on my 

shoulder. I wanted people to understand I was not just a football player playing baseball, or raw because I hadn't focused too much 

on baseball. If I put my mind to something, I'm going to give it my all. 

 

MLB Pipeline: Where do you think that drive comes from? 

 

Trammell: I've always had the edge that I want to be the best. My dad served nine years in the Navy and then has worked for the 

Post Office for 20 years. He wakes up at 4:30 every morning. My mom worked for Sam's Club for 21 years, and she worked at my 

school as a marketer while I was in high school and cleaned a dentist's building, worked two jobs. My brother and I went to private 

school in high school and that's not cheap. They worked their tails off to put me and my brother in the situations we're in now. He's 

a mechanical engineering major at Mercer. They put themselves on the back burner so we can shine. I want to help them out so they 

don't have to lift another finger. My mom's retired now. She works for me. She's my manager. My dad is still working. It's a grind. 

That's where me and my brother get it from. He works so hard and I want him to enjoy life because he deserves it. 

 

MLB Pipeline: Scouts rave about your ability to do it all -- hit, hit for power, run, play defense. Which part of the game comes 

easiest to you and which part is hardest? 

 

Trammell: My baserunning comes easiest to me. Trusting my instincts is the hardest part. It's kind of a blessing and a curse. I see 

something and I take off. I need to hone that, learn when to take the extra base and when to hold back. Well … actually the hardest 

part is probably my throwing. I've worked hard on it this offseason. I've focused on it every single day. I've worked on my shoulder, 

my arms, long-tossing. Anything I can do to become better, I'll do it. 



 

MLB Pipeline: Since you've been in pro ball, who has helped you the most? 

 

Trammell: A lot of people will say coaches but for me it's a player, Tyler Stephenson. We went to high school about a mile away 

from each other. Tyler is a leader. I don't think he knows how big an impact he has on me and a lot of guys. There were times last 

year where I felt down on myself, and we roomed together and he'd tell me, "You had some good swings, it's going to come." The 

way he goes about his business, interacts with every single player, you see the major league person in him. Baseball aside, he's just a 

great person and a genuine guy who cares for everyone. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Spring Training: Rally comes up short as Reds fall to Angels 7-5 

Adam Baum, abaum@enquirer.com  

Published 6:26 p.m. ET March 5, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – The Cincinnati Reds lost to the Los Angeles Angels 7-5 Monday at Goodyear Ballpark. The Reds are now 3-

8-1 in spring training.  

 

The game in three paragraphs:  

 

Reds center fielder Billy Hamilton gave Japanese superstar Shohei Ohtani a good glimpse of his defensive range in Ohtani's first 

plate appearance Monday. Ohtani lifted a shot to left-center field and Hamilton tracked it down with speed and elegance, snagging it 

from the top of the outfield grass with a full-body dive as he's been known to do. It would have been Ohtani's second hit (first extra-

base hit) in the Cactus League. "Billy being Billy," said Reds starter Sal Romano on the play. "Really not much to say about that, 

just Billy doing what he always does." 

  

Romano went 3 ⅓ innings and gave up five hits (three extra bases), struck out three and allowed five runs, two of which were 

earned. "Some good, some bad," he said. "I thought I made some really quality pitches there in the third inning just some tough luck 

– a couple bloop hits and a broken-bat hit but that stuff's gonna happen. ... I thought I did a lot of good today and there's obviously 

some things I still need to work on."  

 

The best inning of the day at the plate for the Reds was the eighth. It started with a double from outfielder Jesse Winker, continued 

with a single from Mason Williams, then an RBI single from Alex Blandino, followed by a bases-loading single from Sebastian 

Elizalde. Rosell Herrera cleared the bases with a three-RBI triple and then scored on a double from Joe Hudson to make it 6-5, but 

that's where the rally would end.  

 

Reds manager Bryan Price on Romano: "Had good stuff. I liked his velocity and his command. His breaking ball I thought was very 

good today. We weren't real sharp behind him defensively. He made a mistake himself on the ground ball to Joey. We kind of 

created some problems there that led to a couple of those runs. I liked what I saw ... I thought that was a pretty good outing."  

 

The Angels gave former Reds shortstop Zack Cozart the day off so he did not travel with the team to Goodyear. 

 

Can Reds whittle away to get best 25?  

 

Up next 

 

Left-hander Brandon Finnegan will get his first Cactus League start this spring Tuesday against the Cleveland Indians and right-

hander Carlos Carrasco at Goodyear Ballpark at 3:05 p.m. (WSAI 1360; FSOH). 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds manager Bryan Price: 'I'd like to have the best 25 players to help us win' 

Adam Baum, abaum@enquirer.com  

Published 12:21 p.m. ET March 5, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – One of the many difficult aspects of whittling down the 65 players invited to Cincinnati Reds spring training 

into a 40-man roster and the 25-man Opening Day roster is that if a non-roster player is chosen to make that jump, then a roster 

player becomes exposed to the waiver wire and another team can swoop in and claim them.  

 

That's exactly how the Reds picked up Scooter Gennett on the penultimate day of spring training last season.  

 



Reds manager Bryan Price addressed that scenario Monday morning with reporters when asked whether some non-roster invites 

who are playing well this spring might have extra hurdles to clear to make the team.  

 

“It’s an easy move to take guys on the roster because you don’t risk losing a player in the process," he said. "However, I will not let 

go of my theory that we have to have the 25 best players to help us win. And if that necessitates us exposing some of our players to 

waiver claims to make room for non-roster players, I believe that’s what we should do. 

 

"We’ve got a lot of really good names as non-roster players. (Phil) Gosselin, (Patrick) Kivlehan, (Cliff) Pennington, (Ben) Revere – 

guys that have had some success in the league, in particular, with Pennington and Gosselin as a bench player has had some very 

effective years. Ben Revere has had a really nice career. We’ve had some guys who have really stood out – (Mason) Williams, 

Rosell Herrera – guys that have had a nice camp who are non-roster that should force our hand if they continue to play well to make 

room for them on the 25-man roster, and obviously, the 40-man roster. 

 

“That’s my take on it. I don’t speak for the entire organization but I speak for myself. I’d like to have the best 25 players  to help us 

win.” 

 

The names Price mentioned are all utility players who can help out in a number of different positions, which makes them all 

valuable bench additions if they're playing well.  

 

PITCHING PREMIUM: Coming off an injured season in 2017, Reds left-hander Brandon Finnegan will make his cactus league 

debut Tuesday. The 24-year-old threw two innings against teammates in a scrimmage last week, but this will be his first time on the 

bump against another team since last June.  

 

Tuesday morning, right-hander Michael Lorenzen will get some work in a non-cactus league game against the Texas Rangers, so it 

will be a big day for two pitchers still fighting for the starting rotation, a rotation that Price said he's been pleased with so far this 

spring.  

 

"We're gonna play a B-game tomorrow against the Rangers at 10:45. Lorenzen will pitch in that one, just get a chance to really lock 

in on his delivery and cluster some good pitches," said Price. "Finnegan will start the cactus league game. That will be good. He's 

one guy we kind of pushed back a little bit just to make sure he was ready to go before we got him in a cactus league game. I think 

it's really important. I know that we don't have a ton of veterans, I mean true veterans, on the pitching staff. The ones that we do 

have we have high expectations for in being a big part of getting things turned around from a pitching perspective and our success 

and our ability to make a big turnaround this year since it's largely in the hands of our ability to pitch better as a pitching staff."  

 

JAPANESE PHENOM: Monday afternoon when the Reds face the Los Angeles Angels, 23-year-old Japanese superstar Shohei 

Ohtani will be in the lineup at the plate.  

 

Ohtani, who's renowned for being a right-handed ace on the mound and left-handed slugger at the dish, has, according to reports, a 

fastball that touches 100 miles per hour to go with a nasty slider.  

 

Ohtani's last full season came in 2016 (he was limited in 2017 due to an ankle injury) when he posted a 1.86 ERA with 174 

strikeouts in 140 innings and hit .322 with 22 homers in 382 plate appearances as a designated hitter. 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds manager Bryan Price disappointed so far. His advice to players: Loosen up 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 12:14 p.m. ET March 5, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — You could make an argument that as long as the Cincinnati Reds got through spring training with the 

rotation healthy it was a successful camp.  

 

Roughly halfway through camp, all the important arms remained attached and healthy.  

 

But Reds manager Bryan Price is clearly not happy with how things have gone so far.  

 

Price did not name names, but he seemed to be talking about the young players on the bubble when he said this:   

 

"There's some things I'm really pleased with and others that have been disappointing to this point. I think we've seen some good 

individual performances, certainly, I think the guys came in shape and ready to go which is terrific. I've been disappointed with our 

situational play and the fact that I think some guys are really playing tight as opposed to just going out there and playing.” 

 

The numbers back that up. The Reds went into Monday hitting .217 as a team and with a 5.66 ERA, thus the 3-7-1 record.   



 

It’s difficult to judge players on the numbers this early into games. After all, Brandon Dixon led the team entering Monday with 17 

at-bats. 

 

The level of concern varies depending on the player’s situations, i.e., Joey Votto’s .000 batting average is of no concern. Billy 

Hamilton’s .000 batting average, however, is a bit concerning. 

 

“That's the key to this whole thing is it's a pressure game,” Price said. “There’s a lot of pressure to play this game at a high level. It's 

a hard game to play, and I think a lot of guys are pressing instead of just competing and letting their talents and their instincts really 

showcase themselves. 

 

“And it's understandable we've got a very young group here, and I'm talking about the full board I'm not talking so much ... we kind 

of have a pretty good understanding about the guys that have played for us in the past. Though we haven't swung the bats well to 

this point I think our regulars have a really good understanding of how we do things here and they really set a good tone, but with 

the younger players, I'd like to see more.  

 

“I had a little bit higher expectations to this point, and I'd like to see them loosen up and just go out there and play their game 

instead of pressing for spots on the club. It hasn't gone very well to this point.”  

 

Three of the pitchers on the bubble, Michael Lorenzen, Cody Reed and Robert Stephenson, have been hit hard. Lorenzen has 

allowed six runs on seven hits over 3 2/3 innings. Reed has allowed five runs on eight hits 3 1/3 innings. And Stephenson has 

allowed five runs on seven hits in three innings.  

 

The aforementioned pitchers are competing for the open spot in the rotation. While they’ve struggled, left-hander, Amir Garrett has 

been the talk of camp with 10 strikeouts in the five scoreless innings. Sal Romano has been solid as well (1-0, 3.86 ERA). 

 

The three pitchers Price has penciled in for the top spots have pitched well. Homer Bailey has given up a pair of solo home runs in 

five innings of work. Luis Castillo has allowed one run over 4 2/3 innings. Anthony DeSclafani was good in his first start but 

allowed three unearned runs over two innings in his second start. 

 

Brandon Finnegan will make his debut Tuesday.  

 

Again, the health of Bailey, DeSclafani and Finnegan is paramount to the Reds having a chance to be competitive.  

 

So far, so good.   

 

It would be far more concerning if the Reds were 7-3-1 and dealing with setbacks to any of those three. 

 

“I know that we don't have a ton of veterans, I mean true veterans on the pitching staff,” Price said, “the ones that we do have we 

have high expectations for (them) being a big part of getting things turned around from a pitching perspective and our success and 

our ability to make a big turnaround this year since it's largely in the hands of our ability to pitch better as a pitching staff."  

 

The Reds have 21 games to get the things that have disappointed Price straightened out. That’s doable. Cobbling together a rotation 

with without Bailey, DeSclafani and Finnegan isn’t so doable. Last years 68-94 record shows that. 

 

DAYTON DAILY NEWS 
 

Left-hander Finnegan set to make first start of spring 

Gary Schatz  Contributing Writer 

3:06 p.m Monday, March 5, 2018   

 

Reds left-hander Brandon Finnegan will get his first Cactus League start on Tuesday against the Indians. 

 

Finnegan, who pitched only 13 innings due to injury in 2017, has been used with caution so far this spring. 

 

“He’s one guy we pushed back a little bit just to make sure he was ready to go in a Cactus League game,” Reds manager Bryan 

Price said. 

 

Finnegan, Homer Bailey, Anthony DeSclafani and Luis Castillo have been penciled in as the top four starters in the Reds’ rotation. 

Bailey and DeSclafani also are coming off injured-plagued seasons. The fifth starter will come from a group of Tyler Mahle, Sal 

Romano, Robert Stephenson and Amir Garrett. 



 

“Health is really important for us,” Price said. “We don’t have a ton of true veterans on the pitching staff. Those we do have, we 

have high expectations for. It is part of getting things turned around from the pitching perspective. Our ability to make a big 

turnaround sits largely in their hands of our ability to pitch better.” 

 

Michael Lorenzen will pitch in a ‘B’ game against the Rangers on Tuesday. 

 

Herrera behind 

Dilson Herrera, who came to the Reds from the Mets in the trade for Jay Bruce in 2016, is behind Scooter Gennett and Shed Long in 

the competition at second base. 

 

Herrera was bothered by a sore right shoulder from spring training on last year, limiting him to 68 games at Louisville. 

 

Herrera, who is out of options, had surgery on his shoulder Aug. 1. 

 

The Reds have alternated playing days in the field with designated hitter roles. Herrera has played in six games with one hit in 11 at 

bats. 

 

“He’s fine swinging the bat,” Price said. “We have taken it a little bit slower with the shoulder. It hasn’t completely recovered from 

the procedure to get it straightened out. We’re hoping to see him regularly at second base and maybe some third base as we get 

deeper in camp. 

 

Mixed reviews 

Nearing the halfway point of spring training, Price has given his team mixed reviews, especially the younger players in camp. 

 

“Some things I’m really pleased and others have been disappoining at this point,” said Price, whose team carried a 3-7-1 record into 

Monday’s game against the Los Angeles Angels. 

 

The record isn’t important at this point the quality of play is. 

 

“I think we’ve seen some good individual performances,” Price said. “Certainly the guys came here in good shape, ready to go 

which is terrific. I’ve been disappointed with our situational play.” 

 

TUESDAY’S GAME 

Indians vs. Reds, 3:05 p.m., FS Ohio, 1360 

 

Transactions 
 

03/05/18  

Tampa Bay Rays traded 3B Ryan Schimpf to Atlanta Braves for cash. 

Arizona Diamondbacks signed free agent C Anthony Recker to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

RHP Ryan Burr assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

C Yermin Mercedes assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

CF Joel Booker assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

SS Alex Call assigned to Chicago White Sox. 

Chicago White Sox invited non-roster LHP Robbie Ross Jr. to spring training. 

Atlanta Braves sent Josh Ravin outright to Gwinnett Stripers. 

OF Taylor Murphy assigned to Cleveland Indians. 

SS Andres Gimenez assigned to New York Mets. 

RHP Alexis Rivero assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

1B Josh Altmann assigned to Texas Rangers. 

  

 


