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                                                            FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES                                                                   

Angels eliminated from playoff contention in loss to White Sox  

By Pedro Moura 

Kole Calhoun hung on the yellow edges of the right-field fence, watching the last remnants of 

the Angels’ playoff hopes touch ground. On the mound, Blake Parker turned his gaze skyward, squinted, 

and sighed. 

At 11:10 p.m. CDT Wednesday, 10 innings and four hours into their 158th game of 2017, the Angels’ 

season officially died. A Chicago White Sox rookie named Nicky Delmonico launched a two-run home run 

off of Parker and eliminated the Angels from postseason contention. 

“We were in it until the end,” said Mike Trout, who struck out four times for the fifth time in his career. 

“It was fun. The games meant something.” 

The final score was 6-4, White Sox, for the final game that will mean anything. It was played before 

17,012 fans, dollar hot-dog night drawing an unseasonably large crowd to Guaranteed Rate Field. 

As it has so often this season, the Angels’ bullpen graced the team with a chance to win when its starter 

slipped. In his sixth and final start of the season, the talented right-hander Garrett Richards failed to 

finish four innings, unable to throw his slider for strikes. Their first four relievers combined to allow one 

unearned run in five innings. 

“Even just getting close to the playoffs,” Angels manager Mike Scioscia said this week, “is a product of 

what that group of guys has done.” 

In spring training, the Angels expected to deploy a revolutionary relief corps, utilizing at least three 

relievers in regular multi-inning stints. Injuries struck early and often, forcing them to abandon that plan 

and pressuring unproven pitchers into high-leverage roles. 

“You got to see a small sampling of it, when you were watching certain guys get loose earlier or guys go 

out for multi-out situations,” general manager Billy Eppler said in May. “‘Oh yeah, he’s sticking to this.’ 

And then boom, it’s gone.” 

Still, the group held the line. And, accordingly, the Angels’ postseason dreams lasted longer than most 

observers believed possible. They came back to win so many times. Ultimately, though, the outsiders 

were right, the Angels wrong. 

Their season started to die in its third game, at an empty Oakland Coliseum, when catcher Martin 

Maldonado motioned to the Angels’ dugout to come check on Richards, who was starring until he 

suddenly started flexing his biceps. Their best pitcher missed the next five months with an irritated 

nerve in his biceps. 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/kole-calhoun-PESPT0016704-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/los-angeles-angels-ORSPT000001-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/blake-parker-PESPTF00091-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/chicago-white-sox-ORSPT000167-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/garrett-richards-PESPT0015504-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-scioscia-PECLB005383-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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Often in recent weeks and months, Richards has expressed regret that he could not participate in most 

of the playoff run. Late Wednesday, he expressed anguish that his participation resulted in this. 

“It feels terrible to be the guy that the season ended with,” he said. “My teammates deserve better than 

that. I hold myself accountable.” 

He skated through the first three innings, but never felt right. His slider careened into the dirt every time 

he tried to throw it into the zone. 

“My mechanics, I just couldn’t repeat them,” Richards said. 

In the fourth inning, the White Sox took advantage. Jose Abreu led off with a single into left and scored 

when Delmonico smoked a one-out double to the center-field wall. A walk and a single loaded the bases 

and forced action in the Angels’ bullpen. 

The White Sox scored twice more on a tapper and a wild pitch. Another walk forced Richards’ exit. He 

threw 34 pitches in that inning alone, more than half of his total for the night. 

Hushed early against touted rookie right-hander Reynaldo Lopez, the Angels rallied in the fifth. With two 

men on, Calhoun bashed a ball beyond the center-field fence. Andrelton Simmons singled in the go-

ahead run in the next inning. 

Later in the inning, Luis Valbuena committed an error to allow a man on, and Cam Bedrosian fired two 

errant pitches to allow him to take third. A single scored that man and tied the game, as the Minnesota 

Twins tuned in from the visiting clubhouse at Cleveland’s Progressive Field. 

When the Angels lost, the Twins sprayed champagne and secured the American League’s last playoff 

spot. They became the first team in major league history to do so one year after losing 100 or more 

games. 

Three hundred miles west, the Angels’ game remained tied into the 10th, rookie right-hander Keynan 

Middleton turning in his first-ever two-inning outing to preserve it. Parker, a waiver claim who 

transformed into one of the team’s most valuable players, finally faltered. 

“It’s not fun to finish with a sour taste in your mouth,” Parker said. “But I’m proud of what we’ve done 

as a team. We had a tenacity about us that was fun to be with, fun to be a part of.” 

The Angels’ record, 78-80, is mediocre. They remained in the race this late primarily because there were 

only four good American League teams this year. But it was not so simple. They lost their best pitcher 

for five months, the world’s best player for six weeks, and an array of pitchers for varying lengths of 

time. And they almost overcame it all. 

“We didn’t leave a shred of anything anywhere,” Scioscia said. “We left it all on the field, all the way 

through.” 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/minnesota-twins-ORSPT000017-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/minnesota-twins-ORSPT000017-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/progressive-field-PLREC000153-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/american-league-15007001-topic.html
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Richards, the team’s great hope for 2018, said he felt conflicted about whether to deem the season a 

success or failure. 

“The fact that we were in it for basically the whole season is, I guess, something you can hang your hat 

on,” he said. “This group strives for more than that, and that’s what makes us, I think, beautiful.” 

Indeed, the 2017 Angels were not an entirely irredeemable experiment. Eppler and his staff 

demonstrated an ability to unearth inexpensive, effective pitching talent. Between Parker, Yusmeiro 

Petit, JC Ramirez, David Hernandez, Parker Bridwell and Bud Norris, they extracted 513 innings of 3.51 

earned-run average performance, almost a run better than the AL average. Those six pitchers entered 

the organization in an eight-month span, all at no acquisition cost, for a combined 2017 salary of $6 

million. 

Now, they just have to find more hitters. 

“The obvious talking point this winter,” Scioscia said, “is going to be our offense.” 

Short hops 

Third baseman Yunel Escobar’s season is over. Out with an oblique strain, he was deemed unfit to play 

instructional league games in Arizona on Wednesday as scheduled. He is a free agent at year’s end, and 

is unlikely to return to the team.… Before Wednesday’s game, the Angels decided to start left-

hander Andrew Heaney on Thursday if they were not yet eliminated from postseason contention, and 

right-hander Bud Norris if they were. Returning from Tommy John surgery, Heaney has dealt with 

shoulder soreness this month. 

 

                                                      FROM THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER                                                                  

Angels eliminated after 10-inning loss to White Sox 

By Jeff Fletcher   

CHICAGO — Although the injury-ravaged Angels hung around the playoff race longer than most expected, 

the postseason will once again go on without them. 

The Angels were officially eliminated with their 6-4, 10-inning loss to the Chicago White Sox on 

Wednesday night. The Angels will miss the postseason for the third year in a row, and seventh time in 

eight years. 

Blake Parker, one of the Angels’ best relievers for most of the season, gave up the winning runs. Avisail 

Garcia led off with a double into left, and then Nicky Delmonico hit a two-run homer.  

Manager Mike Scioscia, who spoke to the team after the game, told reporters that they fought hard 

despite a season of adversity. 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/david-hernandez-PESPT000010110-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/bud-norris-PESPT000010292-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/andrew-heaney-PESPT0015808-topic.html
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“There were so many times during the year where our season could have gone south and could have taken 

turns where we wouldn’t even be talking about the playoffs,” Scioscia said. “Those guys in there kept it 

together. … We gave everything we had. We didn’t leave a shred of anything anywhere.” 

The Angels battled back from a 3-0 deficit to take a 4-3 lead, only to lose anyway, which was a fitting way 

for them to be eliminated. 

The Angels (78-80) were the last American League team to be eliminated, setting the playoff field. The 

Cleveland Indians and Houston Astros already clinched their divisions, and the Boston Red Sox have a 

comfortable lead to clinch theirs. The Minnesota Twins won the second wild card, and they’ll most likely 

play the New York Yankees in the do-or-die game. 

Meanwhile, the Angels will once again be at home, trying to solve the easily identifiable problems that 

resulted in the team coming up short. The offense wasn’t good enough. The pitching staff wasn’t healthy 

enough. 

They lost this, decisive, game because their best hitter, best pitcher and best reliever all failed to deliver. 

Mike Trout struck out four times, the latest disappointment in what has been a tough month for the 

Angels’ two-time MVP. 

And in the end, it was Parker who gave up the winning run, after bringing a 2.31 ERA to the mound, the 

result of a season in which he came out of nowhere to anchor a bullpen that kept the team afloat despite 

injuries throughout the rotation. 

The most costly of those was to Garrett Richards, who missed five months with biceps nerve irritation. 

When he finally returned for a September push, he was as good as the Angels would have hoped. 

Until Wednesday. 

Richards gave up three runs in 3⅔ innings, unable to get out of the fourth after three scoreless innings. 

“It feels terrible just to be the guy that the season ended with,” Richards said. “My teammates deserve 

better than that. I hold myself accountable.” 

Although Richards started the game effectively, he said it was a constant battle with his mechanics. He 

couldn’t throw his breaking ball for strikes, so that left him struggling to pitch the way he wanted. 

“It’s one of those nights,” Richards said. “I couldn’t put it together.” 

Like they did for the season, though, the Angels were able to pick up Richards – almost. 

Kole Calhoun’s three-run homer in the fifth tied it. Andrelton Simmons  then put them ahead with an RBI 

single in the sixth. 

Twitter Ads info and privacy 

https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
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Cam Bedrosian gave the run back in the bottom of the sixth, when he threw two wild pitches after an 

error, leading to an unearned run. 

Bedrosian bounced back with a perfect seventh, and then Keynan Middleton worked two scoreless innings 

– the longest outing of his rookie season – to get the game to extra innings. 

Scioscia pushed all of his best relievers to the mound, including bringing in Parker with the score tied, a 

move a manager wouldn’t make unless his team was in a desperate situation. 

Parker didn’t even get an out, leaving his teammates to trudge back to the dugout after Delmonico’s 

homer, thinking of what could have been. 

“We were grinding all the way to the end,” Trout said. “We battled. We had our ups and downs. Injuries. A 

lot of guys stepped up. We’ve got to come back strong and start over next year.” 

Angels Notes: Mike Trout faces another season of the first-pitch dilemma 

By Jeff Fletcher  

CHICAGO — Mike Trout has had an off-and-on relationship with the first pitch throughout his career. 

Trout says swinging at the first pitch sometimes puts him in a better position to be aggressive throughout 

the at-bat, but other times is a sign of him being too aggressive and getting himself out. 

“It’s all about the way I feel,” he said Wednesday. “When I’m feeling good at the plate, I’m swinging.” 

In September, a month in which Trout had hit .241 heading into Wednesday’s game, he had swung at 12.8 

percent of first pitches, his lowest percentage of any month this season. 

He also hadn’t been doing much with them. His homer on a first pitch on Tuesday night was his first hit in 

29 first-pitch swings, dating to Aug. 7. 

“I know I’ve been fouling a lot of pitches off,” he said. “Sometimes when you swing at the first pitch, you 

get a little too big and try to hit it too far. Sometimes I’m a little jumpy.” 

For the season, Trout has still swung at 19.8 percent of first pitches, the highest rate of his career. He’s hit 

.432 on the 37 first pitches he’s put into play. 

“I think it was the right amount,” he said. “I took some chances when I needed to.” 

HOLDING PATTERN FOR ESCOBAR 

The Angels had hoped to get Yunel Escobar back at some point in September, but it’s become increasingly 

apparent that is unlikely. 

After reporting that Escobar hadn’t made enough progress to play in an instructional league game on 

Wednesday, Manager Mike Scioscia said Escobar is “questionable” to make it back. 
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A couple weeks ago, Escobar got as far as playing minor league rehab games before suffering a setback. 

Without Escobar since early August, the Angels have had no choice but to play Luis Valbuena and C.J. Cron 

almost every day. For most of that time, both players were hitting well enough that the Angels weren’t 

hurt, but both have been slumping lately. Cron just snapped an 0-for-20 slump on Tuesday night. 

ALSO 

Andrew Heaney proved to be healthy enough to pitch on Thursday, Scioscia said, but the Angels opted 

instead to start Bud Norris in a bullpen game, because there was no reason to push Heaney after they 

were eliminated. Scioscia said the Angels are confident going into the winter that Heaney is OK after 

missing more than two weeks with shoulder inflammation… 

The Angels entered play on Wednesday with a .987 fielding percentage, just better than the club record of 

.986, last achieved in 2014. 

 

                                                                   FROM ANGELS.COM                      

Halos' chase ends on White Sox HR in 10th  

By Maria Guardado and Scott Merkin / MLB.com 

CHICAGO -- The White Sox played the spoiler role on Wednesday night, as Nicky Delmonico blasted a 

two-run, walk-off home run off Blake Parker to lift Chicago to a 6-4 victory in 10 innings, eliminating the 

Angels from playoff contention. 

With the game tied, 4-4, Avisail Garcia led off the bottom of the 10th with a double to left field, and 

Delmonico followed by crushing a 2-1 splitter to right for his ninth homer of the season. The Angels 

missed a chance to stave off elimination in the race for the second American League Wild Card spot for a 

second consecutive night, as the Twins fell to the Indians, 4-2, on Wednesday. 

"There's not a guy in that room that doesn't feel it, because we felt that we were playing at a level that 

we could have reached our goal, and unfortunately we didn't quite get there," Angels manager Mike 

Scioscia said. "The Twins played well down the stretch, and they earned that game to get their foot in 

the door." 

It was Delmonico's second walk-off homer he could remember, with his first coming as a junior at 

Farragut High School in Knoxville, Tenn., in 2010 to win a state title. 

"It kind of felt something similar," said Delmonico, who had three hits and was a triple short of the cycle. 

"Same pitch, too. It brought back memories." 

"I was just looking for something soft to get Avi over and I got something soft and I ended up elevating 

it. But all I was trying to was get him over." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/547170/nicky-delmonico
http://m.mlb.com/player/453284/blake-parker
http://m.mlb.com/player/541645/avisail-garcia
http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/standings/wildcard.jsp
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Reynaldo Lopez yielded four runs on five hits while walking two and striking out seven over six innings 

for the White Sox. Staked a 3-0 lead, Lopez surrendered a game-tying home run to Kole Calhoun in the 

fifth and an RBI single to Andrelton Simmons that briefly gave the Angels a 4-3 edge in the sixth. 

Garrett Richards, who had been one of the Angels' biggest bright spots in September and logged a 1.86 

ERA in his first four starts since returning from injury, couldn't make it out of the fourth inning. He 

allowed three runs on four hits with three walks and three strikeouts in his final outing of the season. 

"It was one of those nights where I couldn't really put it together," Richards said. "Mechanically, just a 

little bit inconsistent. Body-wise, I felt great. Obviously my stuff wasn't. It feels terrible to be the guy 

that the season ended with. My teammates deserve better than that, and I hold myself accountable." 

Chicago right fielder Willy Garcia departed the game after eight innings with a left hamstring strain and 

is day to day, according to the White Sox. 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

White Sox chase Richards: Richards dominated through three innings, but he unraveled in a three-run 

fourth. Jose Abreu led off the inning with a single and scored the first run of the game on Delmonico's 

double to right-center field. Richards then walked Tyler Saladino and gave up a single to Omar 

Narvaez to load the bases with one out. Garcia brought in a run with an RBI groundout, and Delmonico 

scored from third on a wild pitch to push the lead to 3-0. After Adam Engel walked to extend the rally, 

Scioscia decided to lift Richards and bring in Yusmeiro Petit, who induced a flyout from Tim Anderson to 

end the inning. 

Calhoun's clutch home run: Lopez retired the first two batters he faced to start the fifth before C.J. 

Cron reached on a hit-by-pitch, which sparked a two-out rally for the Angels. Martin 

Maldonado followed with a single, and Calhoun then hammered a 1-0 changeup over the center-field 

fence to tie the game, 3-3. It was Calhoun's 18th home run of the season and his first since Aug. 26. 

"The homer was my mistake because I was dominating him with my fastball, and then I tried to throw 

him a changeup," Lopez said through interpreter Billy Russo. "It was my mistake, and I take it because 

there is no reason for me to throw that pitch in that moment." 

Angels' costly miscues: The Angels took a 4-3 lead into the bottom of the sixth, but they cracked the 

door for the White Sox after Garcia reached on a one-out error by third baseman Luis Valbuena. Garcia 

advanced to third on a pair of wild pitches from Halos reliever Cam Bedrosian before scoring on 

Anderson's single to tie the game, 4-4. 

QUOTABLE 

"Obviously, the biggest moment was being called up. But to be able to do that is something you dream 

about in the backyard." -- Delmonico, on his walk-off homer 

WHAT'S NEXT 

Angels: Right-hander Bud Norris (2-6, 4.42 ERA) will make his third spot start of the season in Thursday's 

http://m.mlb.com/player/625643/reynaldo-lopez
http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/591994/willy-garcia
http://m.mlb.com/player/547989/jose-abreu
http://m.mlb.com/player/573135/tyler-saladino
http://m.mlb.com/player/553882/omar-narvaez
http://m.mlb.com/player/553882/omar-narvaez
http://m.mlb.com/player/641553/adam-engel
http://m.mlb.com/player/433589/yusmeiro-petit
http://m.mlb.com/player/641313/tim-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/543068/cj-cron
http://m.mlb.com/player/543068/cj-cron
http://m.mlb.com/player/455117/martin-maldonado
http://m.mlb.com/player/455117/martin-maldonado
http://m.mlb.com/player/472528/luis-valbuena
http://m.mlb.com/player/592135/cam-bedrosian
http://m.mlb.com/player/502032/bud-norris
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series finale against the White Sox at 5:10 p.m. PT at Guaranteed Rate Field. Norris will pitch in place of 

the injured Andrew Heaney and initiate a bullpen game for the Halos. 

White Sox: Dylan Covey (0-7, 7.83) makes his 12th start in what looks to be final attempt of 2017 at 

picking up career win No. 1, facing the Angels on Thursday at 7:10 p.m. CT at Guaranteed Rate Field. 

Covey is coming off his first career quality start, hurled against the Royals at home Saturday. 

Angels take pride in late-season elimination 

Wild Card pursuit officially ends in Game 158 of 2017 

By Maria Guardado / MLB.com 

CHICAGO -- Even as they found themselves slipping precipitously in the American League Wild Card race 

over the past week, the Angels could at least cling to the hope that they weren't out of it. But on 

Wednesday night, those final sparks of optimism dissipated, as they were eliminated from playoff 

contention following a 6-4walk-off loss to the White Sox at Guaranteed Rate Field. 

Nicky Delmonico crushed a two-run home run off Blake Parker in the 10th inning, allowing the Twins to 

clinch the second AL Wild Card spot and ensuring the Angels will miss the postseason for a third 

consecutive year. 

Still, the Angels said they could take some pride in keeping their postseason dreams alive until Game 

158 despite suffering a series of significant injuries during the season. 

"There were so many times during this year where our season could have gone south and taken turns 

where we wouldn't even be talking about the possibility of the playoffs," manager Mike Scioscia said. 

"The group of guys in there kept it together. They can be proud of that. They gave everything they had. 

We didn't leave a shred of anything anywhere. We left it all on the field all the way through, and as 

disappointing as it is, these guys definitely gave it their best shot." 

For the second straight year, the Angels' pitching staff struggled to stay healthy, as Garrett 

Richards, Tyler Skaggs, Andrew Heaney, Matt Shoemaker and Alex Meyer all experienced lengthy stints 

on the disabled list, forcing the club to assemble a patchwork rotation. They suffered an even bigger 

blow in May, when Mike Trout tore a ligament in his left thumb, which required surgery and triggered a 

six-week absence for the two-time AL MVP. 

But the Angels managed to stay afloat through the adversity. Rookie Parker Bridwell and converted 

reliever JC Ramirez helped stabilize the rotation; Andrelton Simmons' elite defense, coupled with his 

strides at the plate, made him one of the most valuable players in the AL; and the Angels' workhorse 

bullpen, led by Yusmeiro Petit and Parker -- who both made the team as non-roster invitees out of 

Spring Training -- often held leads when called into action. 

"A lot of guys stepped up," Trout said. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
http://m.mlb.com/player/592229/dylan-covey
http://m.angels.mlb.com/news/article/256459440/
http://m.mlb.com/player/547170/nicky-delmonico
http://m.mlb.com/player/453284/blake-parker
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
http://m.mlb.com/player/533167/matt-shoemaker
http://m.mlb.com/player/543542/alex-meyer
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/592170/parker-bridwell
http://m.mlb.com/player/500724/jc-ramirez
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/433589/yusmeiro-petit
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The Angels' best showing came in August, when they went 18-10 and prompted general manager Billy 

Eppler to bring in reinforcements to plug the holes in an inconsistent lineup. On Aug. 31, Eppler swung a 

pair of trades for Justin Upton and Brandon Phillips, hoping the moves would be enough to vault the 

Angels past a crowded field of Wild Card contenders. 

But the Angels still couldn't generate enough offense in September, dropping eight of their last 10 

games and allowing the Twins to pull away with the final postseason berth in the AL. 

"Obviously we'd like to be in the playoffs, but the fact that we were in it for basically the entire season is 

something you can hang your hat on," Richards said. "I think we're a little bit disappointed that it came 

to an end, but we put ourselves in this position with the last two to three weeks of play. We had hope 

until the end, but we're just disappointed." 

Escobar now 'questionable' to rejoin Angels 

Third baseman limited to BP while rehabbing oblique strain 

By Maria Guardado / MLB.com  

CHICAGO -- Third baseman Yunel Escobar had been expected to play in an instructional league game in 

Arizona on Wednesday, but the Angels determined he had not made sufficient progress in his rehab 

from a strained oblique, limiting him to live batting practice. 

The Angels had hoped to have Escobar play in two games before potentially rejoining the club in 

Anaheim for the final weekend of the regular season, but manager Mike Scioscia said the 34-year-old 

infielder's return is now "questionable." 

Escobar, who has been out since Aug. 8, was batting .274 with .730 OPS, seven home runs and 31 RBIs in 

89 games. He is set to be a free agent at the end of the season. 

Angels still have high hopes for Perez 

When the Angels arrived to Spring Training, it seemed likely that Martin Maldonadoand Carlos 

Perez would end up splitting time behind the plate during the regular season. But Maldonado impressed 

with his defense and eventually seized the starting job, prompting the Angels to option Perez to Triple-A 

Salt Lake and install Juan Graterol as their backup catcher in April. 

Despite hitting .352 with a .925 OPS in 68 games at Triple-A, Perez did not return to the Majors until 

rosters expanded in September and has logged only four plate appearances since then. Scioscia said he 

believes Perez still has the potential to be a Major League catcher, particularly if he improves his 

defensive skills. 

"There's a growth, particularly from the game-management and game-plan department that every 

catcher goes through," Scioscia said. "He did catch well down the stretch in 2015, but he hasn't quite 

taken the next step to do the things you see Martin doing and some other catchers. He's growing in that 

http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/408252/brandon-phillips
http://m.mlb.com/player/488862/yunel-escobar
http://m.mlb.com/player/455117/martin-maldonado
http://m.mlb.com/player/542208/carlos-perez
http://m.mlb.com/player/542208/carlos-perez
http://m.mlb.com/player/492802/juan-graterol
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area. We still obviously see the potential, and hopefully he's going to reach that potential because he 

has some really nice tools." 

Worth noting 

• The Angels entered Wednesday night's game without announcing a starter for Thursday's series finale 

against the White Sox. Scioscia said the club is deciding whether to go with left-hander Andrew Heaney, 

who threw a bullpen session at Guaranteed Rate Field on Tuesday, or reliever Bud Norris. 

Halos send out Norris for finale in Chicago 

By Scott Merkin / MLB.com 

In the final White Sox home game of 2017, rookie Dylan Covey will make another attempt for his first 

career victory on Thursday night. The right-hander will line up against the Angels, who will start Bud 

Norris in a bullpen game one day after they were eliminated from postseason contention. 

The Angels' playoff hopes were dashed when Nicky Delmonico hit a walk-off home run for a 6-4 White 

Sox victory in 10 innings, giving the second American League Wild Card to the Twins. 

Covey, a Rule 5 selection taken from Oakland, produced his first career quality start on Saturday against 

the Royals at home. He will be making his 12th start of the season before heading off to participate in 

the Arizona Fall League. 

The Angels were undecided as to who would pitch the series finale until postgame Wednesday night. 

Norris, who has recorded 19 saves this year, will be making his third start for Los Angeles. 

Things to know about this game 

• Matt Davidson was out Wednesday with a chest cold. White Sox manager Rick Renteria hoped to have 

the third baseman/DH back in action Thursday. 

• Los Angeles is 2-8 over its last 10 games and is being outscored, 47-35, during that stretch. 

• Covey has allowed 19 home runs over 64 1/3 innings. 

 

                                                            FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS                   

Delmonico's homer in 10th lifts White Sox over Angels 

Associated Press  

CHICAGO -- After hitting his first walk-off homer since high school, Nicky Delmonico was beaming in the 

White Sox clubhouse. 

The Minnesota Twins had to be smiling too. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
http://m.mlb.com/player/502032/bud-norris
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32121/nicky-delmonico
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/min/minnesota-twins
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Delmonico lofted a two-run shot in the bottom of the 10th inning to give the Chicago a 6-4 victory 

Wednesday night that eliminated the Los Angeles Angelsfrom playoff contention. Minnesota, which lost 

4-2 at Cleveland, got the second AL wild card berth. 

Los Angeles lost for the eighth time in 10 games -- and the Angels are out of the playoffs. 

"There's not a guy in that room that doesn't feel it," manager Mike Scioscia said. "Unfortunately, we 

didn't quite get there. The Twins played great down the stretch. They earned it." 

Angels slugger Mike Trout struck out four times and walked in five plate appearances. 

"We were grinding all the way to end," Trout said. "It's tough, but we're headed in the right direction." 

Delmonico, a pleasant surprise since being called up from Triple-A on Aug. 1, said he couldn't "describe 

it in words." 

"But to be able to do that is something you dream about in the backyard." 

Delmonico said he last hit a game-ending homer to give Farrugut High School in Knoxville, Tennessee a 

state championship in 2010. He wasn't sure the drive that ended the Angels' playoff hopes would go 

out. 

Delmonico, who had three hits and three RBI, connected for his ninth homer to right field on a 2-1 pitch 

from Blake Parker (3-3), the fifth Angels reliever, after Avisail Garcia had led off the inning with a double. 

"I got something soft and I ended up elevating it," said Delmonico, who is hitting .267 and has 26 RBI in 

41 games with Chicago. "It was just one of those where you just hope it goes out." 

Jose Abreu continued his hot late-season hitting with two hits, and Tim Anderson and Willy Garcia both 

had an RBI. Danny Farquhar (4-2) the fourth White Sox reliever pitched 2/3 innings for the win. 

Kole Calhoun crushed his 18th homer, a three-run shot that tied the game 3-all in the fifth. Andrelton 

Simmons had two hits and an RBI as the Angels battled back from a 3-0 deficit to take a 4-3 lead in the 

sixth. 

White Sox rookie Reynaldo Lopez started strong, striking out the side in the first and retiring 14 of the 

first 16 hitters. But the 23-year-old righty couldn't hold a 3-0 lead and got a no-decision as he allowed 

four runs in six innings. 

Angels starter Garrett Richards lasted only 3 2/3 innings, allowing three runs in his fifth start since 

returning from the disabled list on Sept. 5. The right-hander had been sidelined since suffering a right 

biceps strain in his first start this season, at Oakland on April 5. 

Richards retired nine of the first 11 batters, but didn't survive the fourth when Chicago jumped ahead 3-

0. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30836/mike-trout
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30517/blake-parker
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30729/avisail-garcia
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33095/jose-abreu
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33184/tim-anderson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32335/willy-garcia
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30611/danny-farquhar
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31413/kole-calhoun
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31728/andrelton-simmons
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31728/andrelton-simmons
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33860/reynaldo-lopez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30892/garrett-richards
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Delmonico's double to the warning track in right center drove in Abreu with Chicago's first run. After the 

White Sox loaded the bases with one out, Willy Garcia's groundout drove in a second run, then Tyler 

Saladino raced home from third on a wild pitch to make it 3-0. 

Los Angeles touched Lopez for three runs with two outs in the fifth when Lopez hit C.J. Cron with a 

pitch, Martin Maldonado singled and Calhoun lined his 18th homer to straightaway center tie it at 3. 

"The homer was my mistake because I was dominating him with my fastball, and then I tried to throw 

him a changeup," Lopez said. 

The teams each scored a run in the sixth to make it 4-4. 

COMEBACK ATTEMPT 

Richards' start was just his 12th over the past two seasons, as he missed the final five months of 2016 

with a right elbow injury. In 2014 and 2015, the righty was a combined 28-16 with a 3.18 ERA in 376 

innings with 340 strikeouts. 

ROTATION ROULETTE 

Chicago manager Rick Renteria wasn't ready to announce a starter for Friday's game at Cleveland. It 

would have been rookie Lucas Giolito's turn, but the 6-foot-6 right-hander was shut down after tossing a 

combined 174 innings for the White Sox and Triple-A Charlotte, reaching "what the organization . 

thought was a good pitch limit for him," Renteria said. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Angels: 3B Yunel Escobar (strained right oblique) didn't play in a game on Wednesday in Arizona as 

expected because "he has not made enough progress," manager Mike Scioscia said. Escobar took live 

batting practice instead. 

White Sox: OF Garcia left the game in the eighth with a left hamstring strain. . INF Matt Davidson didn't 

play due to chest congestion and "a little bit of wheezing" according to Renteria. 

UP NEXT 

Chicago RHP Dylan Covey (0-7, 7.83) starts on Thursday night in the White Sox's final home game versus 

RHP Bud Norris (2-6, 4.42. Covey was reinstated from the DL on Aug. 15 and is still looking for his first 

major-league win. 

Officially eliminated, Angels conclude series vs. White Sox 

Associated Press 

CHICAGO -- The Los Angeles Angels head into the series finale against the Chicago White Sox on 

Thursday officially out of the postseason picture. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31190/tyler-saladino
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31190/tyler-saladino
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32155/cj-cron
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30289/martin-maldonado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32697/lucas-giolito
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28662/yunel-escobar
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31145/matt-davidson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33309/dylan-covey
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30369/bud-norris
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/chw/
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With four games remaining this season, the Angels have already turned their attention to next season. A 

6-4, 10-inning loss to the White Sox on Wednesday ended Los Angeles' hopes and handed the second 

American League wild card to the Minnesota Twins. 

After a year in which the Angels have ranked among baseball's worst offensive teams, manager Mike 

Scioscia said Wednesday finding more production at the plate will be an obvious focal point for his team 

in the offseason. 

However, Scioscia is unwilling to pin all of his team's shortcomings on the lack of offensive firepower. 

"There's more than one way to win a game," Scioscia said. "I think there's always a lot of focus on the 

batter's box and pitching well. I think you're always striving for that balance." 

The Angels could have avoided elimination with a victory Wednesday, but Blake Parker gave up a two-

run, walk-off homer to Nicky Delmonico in the 10th. 

Still, Scioscia said he couldn't fault his team's effort. 

"There were so many times during this year when our season could have gone south and taken turns 

where we wouldn't even be talking about the possibility of playoffs," he said. "The group of guys in there 

kept it together." 

Now, the Angels, like the White Sox, will have to be content with playing out the string. 

Los Angeles will send Bud Norris to the mound Thursday. The right-hander is 2-6 this season with a 4.42 

ERA and is 1-3 in five career appearances (three starts) against the White Sox. 

He is making his third start of the season; he has appeared in relief 57 times. Norris lasted only 3 1/3 

innings in a start Saturday at Houston, allowing one run on three hits in a 6-2 loss. 

In Norris' lone appearance against Chicago this year, he pitched 1 1/3 scoreless innings on May 15. 

The Angels considered starting Andrew Heaney, who has missed two weeks with shoulder inflammation. 

However, Scioscia said after the Wednesday loss that there was no need to pitch Heaney considering 

the circumstances, although the club considers the left-hander to be fully healthy. 

Chicago's Dylan Covey (0-7, 7.83 ERA) will make his final start of the season Thursday against the Angels. 

Covey has lost each of his past three starts after three straight no-decisions in relief to begin the month. 

Covey allowed three runs and five hits over six innings on Saturday against the Kansas City Royals. He 

will face the Angels for the first time in his career. 

Although the White Sox have been eliminated from playoff consideration for weeks in a season that 

from the start was a rebuilding process, manager Rick Renteria likes the way his team keeps fighting. 

The Wednesday victory provided the latest example. 

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/min/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9185/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8540/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9586/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/10662/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/kan/
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Delmonico's homer gave the White Sox their ninth walk-off win of the season and 11th victory in the 

past 18 games. Now, with one home game remaining before Chicago finishes the regular season in 

Cleveland against the Indians, Renteria will look to end the home slate of his first year at the helm on 

the right note. 

"They haven't quit," Renteria said of his players after the Wednesday win. "We may have fallen short. 

Let's assume we fell short in this game. They wouldn't have quit. That's what they have been showing all 

year long. It's part of who they are becoming, and hopefully it's a part of who they will be moving 

forward and for years to come." 

 

                                                                       FROM ESPN.COM                    

Law: Kluber or Sale? Altuve or Judge? Making tough awards picks  

By Keith Law / ESPN Senior Writer  

With the regular season winding to a close, Baseball Writers' Association of America members who vote 

on postseason awards must submit their ballots by Monday, before the start of any playoff games 

(which cannot be considered in the voting). I've put together provisional ballots for myself for the five 

awards on which I'm not voting this fall. 

I have the NL Rookie of the Year ballot, yet again, so I won't discuss that vote here (although I expect 

that winner to be obvious and, if not unanimous, very close to it). 

AL MVP 

1. Jose Altuve, Houston Astros 

2. Aaron Judge, New York Yankees 

3. Jose Ramirez, Cleveland Indians 

4. Chris Sale, Boston Red Sox 

5. Andrelton Simmons, Los Angeles Angels 

For readers unfamiliar with how I look at individual player awards, a bit of background might help. The 

Most Valuable Player award is an individual award, not a team award, and thus team performance is 

completely irrelevant. The value a player produces isn't tied to how the rest of his teammates 

performed. I don't ignore production by a star on a bad team, and I don't buy into narratives that ditch 

hard evidence. 

The Most Valuable Player should be the player who produced the most value, full stop. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31662/jose-altuve
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/hou/houston-astros
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33192/aaron-judge
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/nyy/new-york-yankees
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32801/jose-ramirez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/cle/cleveland-indians
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30948/chris-sale
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/bos/boston-red-sox
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31728/andrelton-simmons
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
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Altuve leads in bWAR, while Judge leads in fWAR, with the differences both under a win. I give the nod 

to Altuve here because he has performed almost as well offensively as Judge has (162 wRC+, which is 

park-adjusted, for Altuve, vs. 169 for Judge, playing in a better hitters' park) while adding more value on 

the bases and playing a more difficult position. 

I wouldn't argue against Judge as the top pick, and I think Sale and Corey Kluber have reasonable cases 

as well that won't matter because there are still people who think pitchers shouldn't win MVPs and that 

the Tooth Fairy is real, but Altuve would top my ballot. 

Simmons' inclusion may surprise some readers, but he's the most valuable defensive player in baseball, 

and has been at that level since he reached the majors. He's already in Baseball-Reference.com's top 40 

all time for defensive WAR, and B-R has him as the fifth-most valuable defensive shortstop in MLB 

history already, behind only Mark Belanger, Ozzie Smith, Cal Ripken and Joe Tinker (of "Tinker to Evers 

to Chance" fame). 

NL MVP 

1. Giancarlo Stanton, Miami Marlins 

2. Kris Bryant, Chicago Cubs 

3. Anthony Rendon, Washington Nationals 

4. Joey Votto, Cincinnati Reds 

5. Nolan Arenado, Colorado Rockies 

I have a feeling Stanton is going to end up winning this award, especially if he reaches 60 homers on the 

season, and it's not unreasonable given his overall production. He leads all NL position players in 

Baseball-Reference's WAR, and is fourth in FanGraphs' version but just 0.4 wins behind the leader, 

Bryant, which isn't very significant if at all. 

The biggest gap between the two systems, and the hardest to explain away, comes on Arenado, whom 

FanGraphs (via UZR) rates as a plus defender right in line with his past few years, while Baseball-

Reference (via dRS) rates him as the most valuable non-catcher on defense in the National League. 

Bryant leads in fWAR by a 10th of a win as I write this -- well within any reasonable margin of error -- 

over Rendon, whose candidacy has been largely overlooked even though the Nats ran roughshod over 

the NL East. Rendon posted a career-best line of .299/.401/.532, and his 141 wRC+ is good for 10th in 

the NL (at this writing), along with superb defense at third base as usual. 

Right behind them? The unheralded Votto, leading the NL in wRC+ at age 34 and slowly burnishing a Hall 

of Fame case that's sure to spark years of debates when he gets to the ballot. 

  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30981/corey-kluber
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30583/giancarlo-stanton
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/mia/miami-marlins
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33172/kris-bryant
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/chc/chicago-cubs
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32098/anthony-rendon
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/wsh/washington-nationals
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28670/joey-votto
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/cin/cincinnati-reds
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31261/nolan-arenado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/col/colorado-rockies
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AL Cy Young 

1. Chris Sale, Boston Red Sox 

2. Corey Kluber, Cleveland Indians 

3. Luis Severino, New York Yankees 

4. Justin Verlander, Houston Astros 

5. Carlos Carrasco, Cleveland Indians 

Sale has the better FIP because of his higher strikeout rate and very, very slightly lower home run rate, 

while Kluber has the lower ERA, so Sale leads in FanGraphs WAR by 0.6 and Kluber leads in Baseball-

Reference WAR by more than a win and a half. 

Baseball Prospectus, which tracks the quality of batters a pitcher faces, has the two in a near dead-heat 

by any measure of strength of competition. As with the MVP races, there are multiple good answers 

here, but I'd choose Sale for the higher K percentage and for making four extra starts. Either is a worthy 

choice, however. 

It's immaterial to the race, but I was amused to see that Sale has had just four outings all year where he 

allowed more than four runs and two came against Cleveland. 

NL Cy Young 

1. Max Scherzer, Washington Nationals 

2. Zack Greinke, Arizona Diamondbacks 

3. Clayton Kershaw, Los Angeles Dodgers 

4. Stephen Strasburg, Washington Nationals 

5. Jacob deGrom, New York Mets 

Of the four ballots I've discussed so far, I think this is the most clear-cut. 

Scherzer is second in the NL in ERA and in FIP, and sixth in IP (4 1/3 innings behind the leader), so he 

leads the league in both major versions of WAR. The next three could go in any order. I pushed Greinke 

above Kershaw (who leads the NL in ERA) on the basis of his higher innings total and thus slightly greater 

value produced to his team. 

  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33263/luis-severino
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6341/justin-verlander
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28968/carlos-carrasco
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28976/max-scherzer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/5883/zack-greinke
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/ari/arizona-diamondbacks
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28963/clayton-kershaw
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/lad/los-angeles-dodgers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30373/stephen-strasburg
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32796/jacob-degrom
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/nym/new-york-mets
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AL Rookie of the Year 

1. Aaron Judge, New York Yankees 

2. Andrew Benintendi, Boston Red Sox 

3. Matt Olson, Oakland Athletics 

No surprises here as Nos. 1 and 2 were pretty clear for most of the season, and while I considered Rafael 

Devers, by far the youngest regular in the American League for even part of the year, Olson's 

performance outweighs Devers' youth and greater long-term potential. 

I expect Judge to win this unanimously, with maybe a half-dozen other players, including Devers, Matt 

Chapman, Chad Green and Mitch Haniger, collecting second- and third-place votes. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34986/andrew-benintendi
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32767/matt-olson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/oak/oakland-athletics
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33859/rafael-devers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33859/rafael-devers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33857/matt-chapman
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33857/matt-chapman
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33325/chad-green
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32771/mitch-haniger

