
Cincinnati Reds 

Press Clippings 

February 23, 2018 
 

THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

1995-Kevin Mitchell signs a contract to play for the Daiei Hawks in Japan. Mitchell spent three seasons with the Reds, 

batting .332 with 50 doubles, 55 home runs and 167 RBI  

 

MLB.COM 
 

Reds' regulars, Romano expected for ST opener 

Price raves about pitchers' performances: 'There wasn't a guy who wasn't sharp' 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Feb. 22nd, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- One of the main contenders for the rotation's fifth spot -- Sal Romano -- will get the ball first when the Reds 

open Cactus League play vs. the Indians on Friday (3:05 p.m. ET on MLB.TV). 

 

According to manager Bryan Price, another candidate for the rotation, Tyler Mahle, will see action on Friday. Jackson Stephens, 

Kevin Shackelford and Keury Mella are on the list to pitch as well. 

 

Romano was 5-8 with a 4.45 ERA in 16 starts in the big leagues as a rookie last season. But he secured an inside track for a 2018 

rotation spot with his final eight starts, over which he posted a 3.17 ERA. 

 

Robert Stephenson and Michael Lorenzen join Romano and Mahle as competitors for spots in the Reds' rotation. 

 

Most of the Reds regular position players are expected to be in Friday's starting lineup. 

 

Lorenzen is scheduled to pitch on Saturday vs. the Rockies. On Sunday in split-squad action, Luis Castillo is slated to face the 

White Sox, while Homer Bailey will pitch against Cleveland. 

 

DeSclafani sharp 

Reds starting pitcher Anthony DeSclafani faced hitters in live batting practice on Wednesday, and Price was impressed. 

 

"I was absolutely thrilled to see Anthony DeSclafani on the mound, and the ball came out beautifully," Price said on Thursday. "He 

commanded his fastball, slider, changeup and threw a couple of curveballs that were crisp. That was exciting." 

 

DeSclafani missed all of last season with a sprained ulnar collateral ligament in his right elbow. In part because he pitched in the fall 

instructional league after the season, including seven innings and 90 pitches in his final start, there are no restrictions on the right-

hander. 

 

"He has had zero issues with it in the offseason. He's been completely checked out," Price said. "I don't think we can do anything 

more to prepare him for his first start. Then he'll have a common workload." 

 

Price was happy with all of the pitchers he saw on Wednesday -- including starter Castillo. 

 

"There wasn't a guy who wasn't sharp. I saw them all," Price said. "Everyone was throwing good quality strikes. 

 

Suarez tracking pitches 

Relievers Jared Hughes and David Hernandez, who were each signed to two-year contracts as offseason free agents, threw on 

Wednesday. Reds third baseman Eugenio Suarez faced both right-handers. 

 

Suarez was working on his timing and doing more tracking of pitches than hitting. 

 

"I swung a couple of times. I didn't want to swing. Hughes has a big sinker, and I didn't want to break my hand," Suarez said. 



 

Shorter time before games 

Friday's Cactus League opener comes just four days after the Reds' first full-squad workout on Monday. The team began having its 

hitters face pitchers on Tuesday and Wednesday. The schedule before games began was accelerated across MLB this year to 

accommodate an earlier Opening Day date on March 29, resulting in fewer workout days. 

 

"It's interesting to see how hitters react," Price said. "You usually have a lot more live BP or at least dead-arm BP, where coaches 

throw, before they get to their first games. I'll be interested to see what their timing looks like." 

 

 

Reds' progress hinges on starting rotation 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Feb. 22nd, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- It's been said throughout the offseason at Redsfest and Caravan and it's been repeated in the early days of 

Spring Training: The Reds are tired of writing off seasons for the good of rebuilding. 

 

It's time to make progress. And for progress to happen, it will all come down to the starting rotation being improved, consistent and 

durable. That hasn't been seen over the past four seasons since Cincinnati last reached the postseason in 2013. 

 

What's the goal? Although the Reds want to transition from rebuilding to winning, the club did not make wholesale improvements 

to the rotation in the offseason after a 2017 season where the starters posted a combined 5.55 ERA. Instead, it's banking heavily on 

three pitchers returning from injuries -- Anthony DeSclafani, Homer Bailey and Brandon Finnegan. All three missed most of, or all, 

the 2017 season. 

 

Reds manager Bryan Price would like starters who can pitch at least seven innings per start. These are the guys -- especially 

DeSclafani and Bailey -- with the experience of doing just that. 

 

What's the plan? The key to flipping the switch is not just the veteran starting pitchers. The Reds need one, or more, of their top 

prospects to emerge. First on that list is budding phenom Luis Castillo, who also has all but locked up a spot in the Opening Day 

rotation after an eye-opening 2017 debut. The right-hander is an ace in the making with four strong pitches in his repertoire, the 

ability to throw 100 mph and devastating offspeed stuff. He also brims with confidence. After he skipped Triple-A and had a 3.12 

ERA in 15 starts last season in the Majors, the Reds want Castillo to settle in for a full season and continue to develop. 

 

The other rotation spot is open for competition, with Sal Romano or Robert Stephenson being the favorites. Both impressed down 

the stretch in their final eight starts of 2017. Whoever wins the job will be expected to continue that growth. If not, there is a wealth 

of talent behind them -- including Tyler Mahle, Amir Garrett and others. 

 

What could go wrong? Plenty. The Reds rotation has been ransacked by injuries the past two seasons, and they used 16 different 

starters in 2017. It forced them to often use pitchers before they were ready for the Majors and many couldn't get past the fifth 

inning. With young pitchers comes unpredictability, and there will still be plenty of young pitchers on the staff. 

 

And there is uncertainty with the veterans, too. Bailey is four years removed from his last 30-start season and has had three elbow 

surgeries since. DeSclafani pitched 184 2/3 innings over 31 starts in 2015, but he had 20 starts in 2016 because of a left oblique 

strain he sustained near the end of spring that year. Last season, he didn't pitch at all because of a sprained ulnar collateral ligament 

in his elbow. Finnegan had injuries to both arms and had only four starts in '17. Can they hold up for a whole season? 

 

Who might surprise? One rotation contender very determined to win a rotation spot has been a reliever the past two-plus seasons. 

Michael Lorenzen has the pitches, and now a chance, to step into a starting spot. His high-90s velocity and secondary pitches could 

make him a tough opponent for hitters, and he has the experience from spending the last two seasons in the bullpen. During his first 

foray as a starter in 2015, Lorenzen had a 5.45 ERA in 21 starts. He's learned a lot since. 

 

Garrett had an offseason procedure to alleviate discomfort in his right hip and following a rough rookie year, he could be primed for 

big things. The lefty, who struck out 12 batters in his third big league game last season, has the velocity, size and poise to be a 

pitching star if he can put it all together. 

 

With a lineup anchored by star Joey Votto, the Reds will score runs. Third baseman Eugenio Suarez and outfielders Scott Schebler 

and Adam Duvall have emerged as power threats, as did second baseman Scooter Gennett, who surprised in 2017 with 27 homers. 

Prospects Jesse Winker and Nick Senzel have a chance to have an impact in the outfield and infield, respectively. Senzel has been 

trying his hand at shortstop and hit bat would profile very nicely if he can handle the position defensively. 

 



So the key is the rotation. Will the veterans stay healthy? Will enough pitching prospects emerge? If they get a positive answer to 

both those questions, this could be the season where the Reds turn the corner toward once again competing for the NL Central. 

 

 

Garrett, Senzel try to break camp with Reds 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Feb. 22nd, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- The Reds have precious few spots open on their potential 25-man roster. Barring injury, there appears to be 

one opening in the starting rotation and two in the bullpen if they go with 12 pitchers and three if there are 13. Plus, the bench must 

be assembled. 

 

With the Cactus League schedule opening on Friday for the Reds, when they play the Indians at 3:05 p.m. ET at Goodyear Ballpark, 

players competing for spots will have their first opportunity to impress. 

 

Although many people have an idea who the favorites are to make the team, here are three dark-horse candidates who will seek to 

break camp and play in Cincinnati. 

 

Left-hander Amir Garrett 

 

What has to happen to make it: As camp opened, Reds manager Bryan Price signaled Garrett is on the periphery of the rotation 

battle when he said the lefty might get a couple of starts. That likely means someone would have to underperform or get injured for 

Garrett to move up. But that's exactly how the impressive left-hander made the Opening Day rotation last spring. 

 

What it would mean: Garrett would provide a second left-handed starter to the Reds' rotation along with Brandon Finnegan, but he 

could also potentially be a piece for the bullpen, where the club is contemplating using pitchers who don't make the Opening Day 

rotation. One thing to keep in mind: The Reds successfully requested and received a fourth option for Garrett, which means he could 

go to Triple-A Louisville and provide potential depth in the rotation down the line -- if needed. 

 

Shortstop Nick Senzel 

 

What has to happen to make it: Note that it said "shortstop," because it's the position Senzel has worked at the most in the early days 

of Spring Training. For the team's top prospect to make it, his camp would have to be so exceptional that he forced his way on to the 

roster. It would also mean something drastic happened to current starting shortstop Jose Peraza. However, Senzel could also find a 

home at third base if Eugenio Suarez was injured. 

 

What it would mean: For Senzel, the No. 2 overall pick in the 2016 Draft, it would be an accelerated, but anticipated, Major League 

debut. It would give Reds fans something to buzz about, as well. But the club would probably prefer to have Senzel begin 2018 with 

Louisville. His making the team would mean it's not concerned with starting his service time clock toward arbitration and free 

agency, which may not be prudent in the big picture down the road. 

 

Right-hander Jimmy Herget 

 

What has to happen to make it: Herget has not pitched in the big leagues yet, but the sidearm reliever has impressed people all the 

way up the Reds' system -- including Price. The organization's No. 18 prospect, according to MLB Pipeline, would have to leapfrog 

other pitchers with more big league experience. 

 

What it would mean: Competition for relief roles tightened when free agents Jared Hughes and David Hernandez were signed in the 

offseason. Herget is also a non-roster invitee, so he's got an extra hurdle to get on the 40-man roster before he can be on the 25-man. 

Cincinnati's bullpen would be righty-heavy with one -- or perhaps two -- left-handers, but Herget's deceptive delivery and hard 

velocity would provide a nice boost for the 'pen. He could be a potential closer in the making. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Analytically speaking, Cincinnati Reds Tucker Barnhart was golden 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 4:40 p.m. ET Feb. 22, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — The theory here is Tucker Barnhart won the Gold Glove for two reasons: 

 

1. He richly deserved it 



 

2.  Advanced analytics have become part of the criteria.  

 

The two go hand-in-hand. The voters, managers and coaches might not have known that Barnhart deserved the award if they hadn’t 

been required to look at the analytics. In the past, Gold Gloves have been like heavyweight titles. Perennial winners had to be 

knocked out to end their streaks, i.e. guys like Yadier Molina won on reputation alone.  

 

Barnhart had the third best defensive rating of any player in the majors, according to fangraphs.com at 14.9. Only shortstop 

Andrelton Simmons and third baseman Anthony Rendon were higher. Molina was the next-highest NL catcher at 12.7. 

 

Barnhart had the second best defensive WAR (Wins Above Replacement) at 2.8 of anyone in the majors. Again, Simmons led 

MLB. 

 

So Barnhart’s numbers likely helped sway voters who don’t see him all the time.  

 

“It certainly doesn't hurt,” Reds manager Bryan Price. “… I think there's real value in that, or voters who don't see the Reds all the 

time and being able to break a player down through statistics and analytics. It certainly didn't hurt that he had the number of caught 

stealings and what did he have, one passed ball? One error?” 

 

Barnhart, indeed, only had one error in 953 total chances. He actually had four passed balls. He also led MLB with 32 caught-

stealings. He threw out 44 percent of all would-be base stealers, tops among the NL catchers. 

 

It all added up to a Gold Glove – the one award Barnhart really strived for.  

 

“I’ve had to be a guy who played really good defense to stay on the field,” he said. “I’m not as much of an offensive threat as other 

guys are. The Gold Glove, I hold at a very high standard. That’s the pinnacle of awards I could possibly win. To win it early in my 

career is really special.”  

 

Barnhart, 27, has long had a reputation as a good defender. He won the Gold Glove for all of the minor leagues in 2011.  

 

“Defense came more naturally than other things,” Barnhart said. “But I had to work at it. I picked up catching at a young age, but I 

played a lot of infield when I was younger. Turning double plays at a young age helped evolve me into being able to make a good 

clean exchange to throw guys out at second.”  

 

Barnhart also put together his best offensive. year. He hit .270 with a .347 on-base percentage, seven home runs and 44 RBI.  

 

Those numbers, combined with the defense, prompted the Reds to make Barnhart the No. 1 catcher over former All-Star Devin 

Mesoraco. Mesoraco’s injuries played into that.  

 

But with a young staff, a catcher who can lead pitchers and be exceptional behind the plate is key. The Reds see that in Barnhart.  

 

“You have to marry your knowledge of the hitter with the game situation to the strengths and weaknesses of the pitcher,” Price said.  

“It's not as easy as saying, this guy doesn't hit the slider or the breaking ball very well. You have to evaluate, he's a big-leaguer, he 

can hit the breaking ball. It's the quality of the breaking ball. Hitters know how to adjust, they're being crowded with fastballs inside, 

at some point in time, you have to be able to recognize the adjustment of the hitter before the damage is done and know when to go 

to the other side of the plate or a different velocity. 

 

“There's so much that goes into becoming a great catcher. I think that perhaps the thing that's the most exciting for me is to see the 

growth in Tucker over such a short period of time.”  

 

Barnhart sees handling the pitching staff as his top job. 

 

“That’s most of it,” Barnhart said. “That relationship you build is so valuable. Specifically in spring training, we take a lot of time to 

do that. So when guys get called up, you hit the ground running, and it’s not a get-to-know process. It’s like: ‘All right, I talked to 

you in spring training. I caught you in spring training. Let’s get guys out.’ 

 

“It’s huge. It’s so valuable to understand what a guy’s thinking mound. What his best pitchers are. Things like that.”  

 

Barnhart gives huge credit to catching coach Mike Stefanski for helping him develop into a Gold Glover. 

 

“Mike has helped me in so many ways,” Barnhart said. “I can’t even begin to put a finger on one thing he’s helped me with because 

it’s been so many things. 



 

“My dad (Kevin) helped me growing up. But in the professional setting, Mike is helped me so much.” 

 

Again, the numbers helped Barnhart’s case. Does he think it was the push that got him there? 

 

“I don’t know,” he said. “I’m glad I don’t have to find out. I don’t what the voting criteria would have been had they not added that 

in. But I’m glad they did.” 

 

 

Reds notes: MLB wants to break ties — in spring training baseball games 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 11:28 a.m. ET Feb. 22, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — Cincinnati Reds manager Bryan Price said Major League Baseball is moving toward removing tied games 

from spring training. MLB chief baseball officer Joe Torre Wednesday met the Reds and told them this: 

 

A mandatory 10th inning will be played when games after tied after nine innings. 

 

The 10th will start with a runner at second base. 

 

“The fans want a win or a loss,” Price said. “They want an end result. It looks like we'll be playing 10, with a runner at second base 

in the 10th or something of that nature. That's my understanding after our meeting that that's what we're doing. Unless I 

misinterpreted that discussion point, that's what's expected.” 

 

The Reds had one tie each of the last two seasons and three ties in 2015. 

 

Price doesn’t see the runner-at-second thing becoming part of the regular big league season anytime soon. 

 

“I think the concern really is about minor-league games and special tournament type of events,” he said. “I don't know if that 

includes the All-Star Game, but certainly the WBC, international play and things of that nature. What's factual is that when you 

have one of your minor-league teams play in one of those 15-, 18-inning games, it really does necessitate an entire organizational 

shift in order to get players moved to different rosters.  

 

“You have people flying all over the country to make sure they're able to recover without risking injury to players.” 

 

Bringing such a radical change to the big league level would be a huge shift. But the game is changing.  

 

“It would take some pretty strong convincing for me to see it happen in regular-season play, but I wouldn't be surprised if it does.,” 

Price said. “There are certain things that are being discussed now that it wouldn't surprise me if eventually get a pitch clock and 

some of these ideas of getting a runner to start at second base in extra innings.” 

 

ROMANO STARTS: Right-hander Sal Romano will start the spring training opener Friday in a “road” game against the Cleveland 

Indians at Goodyear Ballpark (3:05 p.m. Cincinnati time, WLW, Fox Sports Ohio).  

 

Tyler Mahle, Jackson Stephens, Kevin Shackelford and Keury Mella will follow Romano. Barrett Astin, Jesus Reyes and Jimmy 

Herget will also be available. 

 

The lineup will be mostly regulars. 

 

“I tend to try to get the guys out there – a fair number of the guys – that I think will be on the ballclub or in our starting lineup on 

Day 1,” Price said. “But I have to always present a representative lineup, so I have to be aware of what happens the day after 

tomorrow.” 

 

DISCO DANCING: Price has been pleased with the pitchers in general. But seeing guys coming off injuries has been especially 

pleasing. 

 

“I was absolutely thrilled to see Anthony DeSclafani on the mound, and the ball came out beautifully,” Price said. “He commanded 

fastball, slider, changeup and threw a couple of curveballs that were crisp. That was exciting.” 

 

Price liked what he saw non-roster invitees Vance Worley and Joe Maniply.  

 



“Worley was really good, mixing and moving fastball-cutter, breaking pitch,” Price said. “Mantiply was spot-on, really good. 

There’s nobody I was disappointed with. I was really pleased. (Jared) Hughes was competing right off the bat. David Hernandez, 

(Kevin Quackenbush). I was really happy with the readiness of these guys.” 

     

THE ATHLETIC 
 

When they go high, Ben Rowen goes low… in a good way 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 15 hours ago  

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — With at least one of the Reds' clubhouse TVs always tuned to NBC's Olympics coverage, the same question 

has been asked several times over the last week or so, “how does anyone decide the luge is for them?” 

 

Or the skeleton or ski jumping or any of those sports that look like they're based on a dare. 

 

The same question could be asked of a submarine pitcher like Ben Rowen. Who, besides a softball pitcher, decides to throw from 

the ground up? 

 

For Rowen, a non-roster invitee to big-league camp, it started when he was 14 with a coach's suggestion. 

 

Evan Fujinaga, Rowen's coach at Palos Verdes High School in California, saw the lanky right-hander playing summer ball throwing 

sidearm. When it came time for the freshman to try out, he was throwing over the top and made less of an impression. 

 

Throwing sidearm hurt his shoulder, he told the coach. 

 

So instead of moving his arm angle up, Fujinaga suggested they take it even lower. 

 

“I pretty much figured, let's try it out, it'll help me stand out,” Rowen said. 

 

He threw more sidearm than submarine in high school, but as the years have gone by — from junior college in California to 

Virginia Tech and then into professional baseball — he's gotten lower. 

 

He now bends his back so his torso is parallel to the ground, whips his arm back behind his body and in a parabola that begins with 

the ball above his head then down to just inches above the ground and then back up before he releases the ball. 

 

It's gotten him to the big leagues, where he's made career 12 appearances — eight with the Rangers in 2014 and four with the 

Brewers in 2016. He's also pitched in the minors for the Blue Jays, Orioles, Cubs and Mets. Last year he was 3-3 with a 4.41 ERA 

in 54 games for the Mets' Triple-A team in Las Vegas. 

 

The Reds signed him to a minor-league deal and then called him in from San Diego after Jeff Manship failed a physical to join big 

league camp. 

 

Because he hadn't been around, it was quite a surprise to his new throwing partner, Jose Rafael De Paula, when Rowan threw to him 

for the first time. Rowen even warms up throwing from down low. 

 

“Just playing catch, everyone kind of stops and looks, like 'he's throwing wrong,'” Rowen said. 

 

De Paula laughed when asked about it, his eyes told the story better than he could with the words conveyed by interpreter Julio 

Morillo. 

 

“Of course (I was surprised)” he said, according to Morillo. “You have to pay attention and be ready for it because it'll rise 

sometimes and the slider will go the other way.” 

 

Joe Mantiply, a lefty in camp with the Reds this season, was a freshman at Virginia Tech when Rowen was the team's closer as a 

senior. He had a similar reaction to De Paula the first time he saw Rowen throw. 

 

Mantiply said he's, of course, messed around trying it in practice, as did all of their Hokie teammates. 

 

Since Fujinaga changed his arm angle, nobody else really has tried to change him back, Rowen said. 

 



“I've had so many different coaches, there are some that say they're going to be totally hands off and let you do your thing, there are 

some who have experience with it. Talking with (pitching coach) Mack (Jenkins) yesterday, he had some experience with it, so it's 

going to be good to pick his brain.” 

 

According to FanGraphs, in his limited time in the majors, Rowen's fastball (that's quantified on the site as a sinker) has averaged 

just 80.2 mph. 

 

While not exactly textbook, it has afforded him his career, something he doesn't think he'd have otherwise. Fujinaga isn't so sure. 

 

“We never know, I might be the moron who didn't have him throw over the top,” Fujinaga joked. “He could've been 6-6 throwing 

97, right? I guess that's hard to prove now.” 

 

 

DeSclafani's return all about making positive baby steps 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 16 hours ago  

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — Bryan Price walked away from field 4 at the Reds' spring training complex on Wednesday and said, “that 

warms your heart, doesn't it?” 

 

He'd just watched Anthony DeSclafani, limited by injuries the last two seasons, throw a live batting practice session. 

 

DeSclafani, 27, was scheduled as the team's Opening Day starter each of the last two seasons only to open the season the disabled 

list instead. He made it back in 2016 to start 20 games but didn't make a single big-league pitch last year. 

 

Live batting practice isn't the goal, but it is a step. 

 

Price's enthusiasm about DeSclafani hadn't been dampened Thursday morning. 

 

“I was absolutely thrilled to see Anthony DeSclafani on the mound, and the ball came out beautifully,” Price said. “He commanded 

(his) fastball, slider, changeup and threw a couple of curveballs that were crisp. That was exciting.” 

 

DeSclafani will throw a side session on Friday and start a game sometime next week, either Tuesday or Wednesday, Price said. But 

there are no real restrictions on what he can do at this point. 

 

“We know he’s been coming off of injury but I really thought he really completed his recovery last year with that seven-inning 

outing and several multiple-inning outings here in the instructional league,” Price said. “He has had zero issues with it in the 

offseason. He’s been completely checked out. I don’t think we can do anything more to prepare him for his first start.”  

 

FULL-SPEED AHEAD: The Reds' Cactus League opener will be televised on Fox Sports Ohio at 3:05 p.m. EST Friday and the 

majority of the team's regular players should be in the lineup. 

 

Although it is customary to stagger starts and give some players a delayed introduction to Cactus League play, none of the team's 

regulars will be sitting out to start the exhibition season. Sunday's split-squad game will require nearly all hands on deck. 

 

“We want to evaluate our big-league guys,” Price said. “There’s a lot of playing time on the front end of this. Some of these guys 

will be three, four, five days in a row. Is that a big deal to play four innings or five innings a day? It’s not a big deal.” 

 

WHO'S ON SECOND?: One topic of discussion on Thursday morning with Price was the possibility using a rule that places a 

runner on second in extra innings during spring training. 

 

Price met with Joe Torre, MLB's chief baseball officer, on Wednesday and was under the impression that teams would be using a 

rule similar to the one in place for the World Baseball Classic last season that placed a runner on second in extra innings. The WBC 

placed the runner on second in the 11th inning. 

 

That rule will not be used this spring, MLB spokesman Michael Teevan told The Athletic in an email on Thursday afternoon. 

 

“That concept was a subject of conversation and some preparations were made for the possibility, but we have informed clubs that it 

will not be utilized this spring,” Teevan wrote. 

 

Teevan also confirmed that teams will not have to play extra innings in spring training if the game is tied. Price believed, after 

meeting with Torre, that teams would be required to play a 10th inning in exhibition play if games were tied after nine innings. That 

will not be the case, Teevan told The Athletic. 



 

“We have told clubs that they should continue with their current practice with respect to extra innings in spring training games,” 

Teevan wrote. “Clubs can agree to play a 10th inning, or they can agree not to play a 10th inning. ” 

 

The Associated Press reported in January that one of MLB's pace of play proposals included the rule changes and would also place a 

runner on second in the 11th inning of the All-Star Game. 

 

Price said he understands the rule change for minor-league play. 

 

“What's factual is that when you have one of your minor-league teams play in one of those 15-, 18-inning games, it really does 

necessitate an entire organizational shift in order to get players moved to different rosters and you have people flying all over the 

country to make sure they're able to recover without risking injury to players,” Price said. 

 

Price said he wouldn't be surprised to see it eventually make its way to the big leagues. 

 

“It would take some pretty strong convincing for me to see it happen in regular-season play, but I wouldn't be surprised if it does,” 

he said. “There are certainly things that are being discussed now that it wouldn't surprise me if eventually get a pitch clock and some 

of these ideas of getting a runner to start at second base in extra innings.” 

 

ROMANO GETS THE NOD: Sal Romano will start Friday's Cactus League opener, followed by Tyler Mahle, Jackson Stephenson, 

Kevin Shackelford and Keury Mella. Barrett Atin, Jesus Reyes and Jimmy Herget will also be available. 

 

Michael Lorenzen will start Saturday's game against the Rockies. Also scheduled to pitch are Cody Reed, Dylan Floro, Ariel 

Hernandez, Kyle Crockett, Jose Rafael De Paula, Tanner Rainey, Zack Weiss and Ben Rowen. 

 

Luis Castillo will start Sunday's split-squad game against the White Sox in Glendale, Arizona, with Homer Bailey starting the game 

in Goodyear against Cleveland. 

 

DAYTON DAILY NEWS 
 

5 things to know as Reds start Cactus League play 

Gary Schatz  Contributing Writer 

4:02 p.m Thursday, Feb. 22, 2018   

 

GOODYEAR, ARIZ. 

The Cactus League opens Friday as the Reds and Indians meet to kick off the rust of winter. 

 

Players compete for their baseball lives this time of year and now they have to do it in a bigger hurry. That’s because spring training 

is a few days shorter. Believe it or not, the Reds open the season against the Nationals on March, 29. 

 

Meanwhile, Joe Torre is sweeping through all 30 spring training camps laying out some new rules to speed up the game. 

 

Here are five takeaways heading into Cactus League play: 

 

1. Shorter spring 

 

The Major League Baseball Players Association wanted a shorter spring training. Major League Baseball complied while keeping 

the same number of exhibition games. 

 

Arizona cities have too much invested in stadiums and training facilities to allow for a shorter exhibition season. Position players 

reported Sunday. They had a full week last spring to get ready for games, as opposed to five days. 

 

“We are playing 27 outs today, which we usually do later in spring,” Reds manager Bryan Price said, referring to a drill in which the 

full team works on situational plays. 

 

2. Speed-up rule 

 

After consultation with the union and team personnel, MLB will proceed with a rule change limiting visits to the mound to six — 

not six manager or pitching coach visits, but those by infielders and catchers as well: 

 



A pitcher and fielder can speak to each other in the normal course of play as long as neither leaves his position, if there’s an injury 

or potential injury to the pitcher, or a visit during an offensive substitution (pinch hitter). 

 

“Most umpires know the game situations and would give leeway in a tight game,” Price said. 

 

MLB is also taking steps to expedite replay reviews. They are also cracking down on sign stealing with electronic equipment. 

 

“They talked to us about this at the winter meetings,” Indians manager Terry Francona said. “I understand what they’re trying to do 

— take out a lot of dead time without altering the way the game is played. There are going to be some adjustments. We will have to 

pay attention to things that we didn’t worry about before.” 

 

3. Cactus extras 

 

MLB requires teams to play a 10th inning this spring in hopes of avoiding ties. 

 

This spring, the 10th inning will start with a man on second base. The rule was used in the World Baseball Classic to prevent teams 

with limited rosters from running out of pitchers. It is the same in spring training. Visiting teams bring a limited amount of pitchers 

to games in the Cactus League. 

 

“Fans want a win or loss, an end result,” Price said. 

 

Baseball has experimented with the rules with the minor leagues in mind. 

 

“The concern is for minor-league games or special tournament events like the WBC,” Price said. “I’m not sure if that includes the 

All-Star Game. It’s factual. When you have one of the minor-league teams play one of those 15-inning games, an entire 

organization shifts. Players are moved to different rosters and people are flying all over the country to have players recover without 

risk of injury.” 

 

4. DeSclafani live 

 

Reds right-hander Anthony DeSclafani, who didn’t pitch at all last year, threw live batting practice Wednesday. 

 

“I was absolutely thrilled to see Anthony DeSclafani on the mound,” Price said. “The ball came out beautifully. He commanded the 

fastball, slider, change-up. He threw a couple curveballs that were crisp. That was exciting.” 

 

On the first day of camp, Price listed DeSclafani as one of his four definite starters. Last spring DeSclafani was expected to start on 

Opening Day but was scratched with a sore elbow. He never returned to form after several setbacks. 

 

5. Exhibition starters 

 

Price named Sal Romano to open the Cactus League season against the Indians, who counter with Mike Clevenger and Ryan 

Merritt. 

 

Tyler Mahle will follow Romano along with Jackson Stephens, Kevin Schackelford, Keury Mella. Barrett Astin, Jesus Reyes and 

Jimmy Herget. 

 

“Not all of them will pitch,” Price said. “A lot of these guys are scheduled for multiple innings.” 
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Paul DeJong, Nick Senzel, and the Future of Unlikely Shortstops 

by Craig Edwards - February 22, 2018 

 

The St. Louis Cardinals selected Paul DeJong in the fourth round of the 2015 draft. DeJong was taken more for his bat than his 

defense. According to his alma mater Illinois State, for example, DeJong spent time at “second base, third base, catcher, right field, 

and as the team’s designated hitter” during his third and final season with the Redbirds. While suggestive of positional flexibility, 

that’s not the usual path of a defensive wizard. During that same campaign, however, DeJong also slashed .333/.427/.605 in 246 

plate appearances. That kind of offensive performance can play at multiple positions. 

 

The Cardinals used DeJong mostly third base after drafting him. He played 62 games at the hot corner in his first pro season and 

followed that up with 112 more starts at third in 2016 — but also 11 starts at shortstop. After some more work at short in the 



Arizona Fall League and a couple months in Triple-A, DeJong became the starting shortstop for the actual Cardinals, a contending 

major-league club. He finished second in balloting for the National League Rookie of the Year. 

 

Minor-league third basemen don’t generally develop into major-league shortstops. If playing first base is incredibly hard, playing an 

adequate shortstop is nearly impossible. Even so, MLB is a copycat league. If an experiment works once, others will try it. Which 

brings us to the Cincinnati Reds and top prospect Nick Senzel. 

 

The Reds selected Senzel second overall out the University of Tennessee just 19 months ago. Unlike DeJong, Senzel did play some 

shortstop in college. In fact, Baseball America discussed his defense in its draft report: 

 

This spring, Senzel has shown significantly improved defense in the infield, shifting to shortstop later in the season from third base. 

He reacts quickly and shows solid first-step quickness. Senzel has average arm strength and projects to stay in the left side of the 

infield. 

 

Six months later, Eric Lohenhagen hinted at a shift to the middle of the field, though not to shortstop: 

 

Though Senzel doesn’t have the lofty ceiling typically associated with a draft’s No. 2 pick, he’s very likely to hit for high average, 

yank out 18-plus homers annually and even provide some value on the bases, as he runs well enough that some amateur scouts were 

intrigued by the idea of trying him at second base. 

 

Senzel ranked 30th among all prospects last year and, after a .321/.391/.514 season with a 164 wRC+ between High-A and Double-

A, moved up to seventh on this year’s list. This year’s write-up reads, in part: 

 

He’s an opportunistic power hitter who has shown dramatic improvement at third base over the last two years (he was not good at 

3B as a sophomore at Tennessee) and is working to expand his defensive resume to accelerate his timetable to Cincinnati with 

Eugenio Suarez currently occupying third. 

 

With Suarez’s breakout last season earning him a spot at third, Senzel’s most natural position appears to be blocked. Suarez could 

probably move to second base, but Jose Peraza might fit better at second than at short, and he will need to hit some to stay in the 

majors anyway. Leaving Suarez at third and preparing Senzel for shortstop — or, if that fails, second base — potentially creates the 

most value for the Reds in the present and near future. 

 

I am not the first to draw a comparison between DeJong and Senzel. J.J. Cooper made the same link at Baseball America recently, 

as well. In his piece, Cooper reminded readers of the rarity of the DeJong swap. 

 

[I]t’s important to note that DeJong appears to be more of an exception to the rule that players don’t typically assume more difficult 

positions as they age. Still, if any prospect third baseman were to successfully make the switch to shortstop, Senzel is as good a 

candidate as anybody. 

 

DeJong certainly is an exception. As Carson Cistulli noted a few years ago, most good MLB shortstops don’t even go to college. 

Consider: of the 22 qualified shortstops from 2017, only five — Tim Anderson, Zack Cozart, Brandon Crawford, Jordy Mercer, and 

Dansby Swanson — went to college. Of those five, only Cozart finished among the top half of shortstops by WAR. (Trea Turner 

and DeJong each had solid seasons and played college ball, but both had fewer than 500 plate appearances.) 

 

Moves like the one DeJong made and Senzel is attempting to make don’t often occur simply because players who can play shortstop 

usually start there and then move down the defensive spectrum as their physical skills decline. DeJong’s case is unusual. A 

promising basketball player at one point, DeJong’s athleticism wasn’t in question, but he lacked a regular defensive role in college 

to exhibit it. Senzel’s case is also somewhat rare for the degree of improvement he seems to have exhibited at third while at 

Tennessee. 

 

Unusual or not, it might be worth considering whether a crop of unlikely shortstops is on the way, of third basemen sliding over 

towards the middle of the field. To be clear, I’m not talking about a Manny Machado-type situation. The Orioles star came up as a 

shortstop and only moved off the position because J.J. Hardy was a Gold Glover. Alex Bregman‘s place in Houston behind Carlos 

Correa represents a similar case. 

 

No, what DeJong and Senzel’s moves could portend is a legitimate move up the defensive spectrum for certain players. As clubs 

become more sophisticated with their positioning and as batters attempt to more frequently hit the ball in the air, teams might be 

willing to use defenders once thought too unskilled to handle shortstop. It might compel clubs to reconsider the virtues of certain 

players who, for one reason or another, have settled in at a less demanding position. 

  

To get a sense of which other players might be candidates for such a switch, I perused last year’s draft for third basemen who might 

benefit from a try at shortstop. Not wanting to drift too far from the DeJong/Senzel mode, I looked for college third basemen 



selected within the first 10 rounds. As shortstops tend to be of a certain height and weight — a point explored in some depth by Eric 

Longenhagen last September — I looked for players near the six-foot mark and close to 200 pounds. I found four players worth 

mentioning (and passed their names by Kiley McDaniel and Longenhagen). 

 

Rylan Bannon — A second baseman in high school and a third baseman at Xavier before the Dodgers selected him in the eighth 

round, Bannon hit well at the Rookie level last year with 10 homers and a 10% walk rate in 175 plate appearances. He’s a plus 

defender at third base, and a move to short might help him retain value if his bat regresses against tougher competition. 

 

Andrew Bechtold –The Twins drafted Bechtold in the fifth round out of Chipola Junior College after two seasons with Maryland. 

Keith Law called him the steal of the Twins draft, and he might get some work at second base and shortstop after a great start in the 

Appalachian League. His debut was marked by a 15% walk rate that could carry him up the ladder. 

 

Jordan Rodgers — A senior sign by the Braves, Rodgers’ sixth-round status might overstate his abilities. He’s not a great prospect 

by any stretch, but he’s already played second base, shortstop, and third base in his first pro season. Playing an adequate shortstop is 

likely a necessary skill for Rodgers’ advancement. 

 

Joe Dunand — The Marlins’ second-round draftee is admittedly a stretch, and our experts didn’t provide a glowing review. 

Longenhagen doesn’t project him at short but wonders if batted-ball data would let a team get away with a lesser defender at the 

position. McDaniel said he was long and would require lowered expectations. Dunand did play shortstop in college and probably 

won’t last there in the pros, but it might be worth a shot. 

 

One other name I’d consider who doesn’t meet any of the criteria above is Ke’Bryan Hayes. The Pirates farmhand, drafted out of 

high school in 2015, is one of the better prospects in baseball. Longenhagen wrote this in the Pirates prospect list: 

 

He is a plus runner who stole 27 bases in 32 attempts last year and probably the fastest third-base prospect in baseball. He has great 

lateral range to his left and right, often making plays deep in foul territory behind the bag and in front of waiting shortstops. His plus 

arm allows him to hose runners from all kinds of odd platforms. He projects as a plus defender at third, and one source with whom I 

spoke has a future 70 on his glove. 

 

The Pirates intend to try Colin Moran out at third base, and if he sticks, that could block Hayes in Pittsburgh. Given Hayes’ abilities, 

a go at shortstop could be better for Hayes and the Pirates long-term. 

 

We don’t yet know if Nick Senzel will be successful, let alone any of the other players mentioned above. Even Paul DeJong has 

been a major-league shortstop for just a few months, and we can’t say for sure that he is going to last at the position, either. Every 

team is looking for an edge in player development, and turning a third baseman into a shortstop has the potential to provide that 

edge. This isn’t going to be the next big thing, but it might be the next small one. 

 

Transactions 
 

02/22/18  

RHP Adam Lau assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

San Diego Padres invited non-roster C Webster Rivas to spring training. 

2B Ryan Walker assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

1B Lewin Diaz assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

RHP Matt Magill assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

3B Nelson Molina roster status changed by Minnesota Twins. 

CF James Ramsey assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

2B Sean Miller assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

CF Chris Paul assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

3B Nelson Molina assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

San Diego Padres released C Rocky Gale. 

LHP Garrett Cleavinger assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

OF Chris Madera assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

New York Yankees signed free agent CF Shane Robinson to a minor league contract. 

RHP Tyler Viza assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

C Jordan Pacheco assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

LHP Casey Crosby assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

OF Tyler Hill assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

OF Ryan Scott assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

OF Chris Marrero assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

OF Jerry Downs assigned to Boston Red Sox. 



SS Jeremy Rivera assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

IF Santiago Espinal assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

C Nick Sciortino assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

RHP Kevin McAvoy assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

RHP Teddy Stankiewicz assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

OF Danny Mars assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

Tampa Bay Rays traded LF Corey Dickerson to Pittsburgh Pirates for RHP Daniel Hudson, 2B Tristan Gray and cash. 

OF Cole Sturgeon assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

OF Tate Matheny assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

OF Kyri Washington assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

3B Mike Olt assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

IF Jordan Betts assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

2B Nick Lovullo assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

1B Josh Ockimey assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

IF Mike Miller assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

C Jordan Procyshen assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

C Jhon Nunez assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

C Wynston Sawyer assigned to Minnesota Twins. 

LHP Logan Boyd assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

RHP Hunter Smith assigned to Boston Red Sox. 

LHP Tyler Alexander assigned to Detroit Tigers. 

RHP Jeff Thompson assigned to Detroit Tigers. 

RHP Fernando Perez assigned to Detroit Tigers. 

RHP Anthony Castro assigned to Detroit Tigers. 

Cleveland Indians signed free agent RHP Carlos Torres to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

OF Zachary Coppola assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

IF Zach Green assigned to Philadelphia Phillies. 

  

 


