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Twins tab Odorizzi as Opening Day starter 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | March 22, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- Right-hander Jake Odorizzi's first start with the Twins will come on Opening Day, as he's slated to start against the Orioles 
on March 29 at Camden Yards, manager Paul Molitor said Thursday. 
 
Odorizzi, who was acquired in a trade with the Rays for infield prospect Jermaine Palacios on Feb. 17, will start the regular-season opener for the 
first time in his six-year career. He'll be followed in the rotation by right-handers Kyle Gibson, Jose Berrios and Lance Lynn, as Minnesota is 
sticking with a four-man rotation early in the season because of off-days, leaving Phil Hughes to pitch in long relief until they need a fifth starter 
on April 11. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
"It's an opportunity for somebody to put it on their resume," Molitor said of Opening Day. "I don't get too caught up in that, and I'm sure that's 
what a lot of manager's say. But I do get that it's an honor." 
 
Berrios, coming off a breakout sophomore season, was a top candidate to start on Opening Day, but the Twins are lining him up to start the first 
game of their two-game series against the Indians in his native Puerto Rico on April 17. Gibson, who had a huge second half and is longest-
tenured Twins pitcher in the rotation, will start the home opener against the Mariners on April 5. 
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Odorizzi, who turns 28 on Tuesday, posted a 4.14 ERA in 28 starts with the Rays last year, but he was plagued by back issues. He has a career 
3.83 ERA in 129 appearances (126 starts). 
 
Odorizzi gets the nod on Opening Day with right-hander Ervin Santana still not throwing after undergoing surgery to remove calcium deposits 
from his right middle finger in early February. Santana started the regular-season opener for Minnesota in 2016 and '17. 
 
 
Twins set sights on deeper playoff run in 2018 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | March 22, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- After making a surprise run to the American League Wild Card Game last season, the Twins are aiming to make the 
postseason for a second straight year, and they made several notable additions to strengthen the roster. 
 
Minnesota fortified its bullpen in the offseason with the signings of closer Fernando Rodney and fellow relievers Addison Reed and Zach Duke. 
The club then traded for right-hander Jake Odorizzi and signed designated hitter Logan Morrison and right-hander Lance Lynn during Spring 
Training. 
 
The Twins, though, will be without right-hander Ervin Santana for roughly the first month of the season after finger surgery, and shortstop Jorge 
Polanco was suspended for 80 games for the use of a performance-enhancing drug. 
 
But the Twins have more depth than in recent years, and they are looking to make the playoffs for consecutive seasons for the fifth time in 
Minnesota history, and for the first time since 2009-10. 
 
What's the goal? 
 
The Indians are the strong favorites to repeat as AL Central champions, but the Twins believe they can compete with Cleveland in a division that 
has the Royals, Tigers and White Sox rebuilding. It'll be a tough task, however, especially after Polanco's suspension, and being without Santana 
until late April or early May. 
 
Reaching the AL Wild Card Game for a second straight year is a more realistic goal, but this time Minnesota is looking to advance into a series 
instead of a win-or-go-home situation like last year, when it couldn't hold an early lead against the Yankees, who ended up one win away from 
reaching the World Series. The Twins have a playoff-caliber rotation with the additions of Odorizzi and Lynn to join Santana, Jose Berrios and 
Kyle Gibson, which would make them a tough opponent in a postseason series. 
 
What's the plan? 
 
The Twins scored the second-most runs in the Majors after the All-Star break last year, and they added Morrison to serve as their everyday DH 
after he had a breakout season that saw him hit 38 homers with the Rays last season. Minnesota figures to score plenty of runs, but it also has an 
athletic team that's solid on the bases and in the field. The outfield defense is particularly a strength with the trio of center fielder Byron Buxton, 
left fielder Eddie Rosario and right fielder Max Kepler. 
 
Buxton is the club's most important player, because of his ability to impact the game in so many facets, and how he performs offensively will be 
key. Miguel Sano has to show he can stay healthy for an entire season after being named an All-Star for the first time in 2017, only to miss more 
than a month late in the season with a shin injury that led to offseason surgery. 
 
What could go wrong? 
 
Health can often make or break a season, and the Twins need their key players to stay on the field if they're to remain a postseason contender. 
Their infield depth is already being tested by Polanco's suspension, as he's not eligible to return until June 30, so an injury to second baseman 
Brian Dozier or Sano would be especially costly. 
 
The Twins also need their young core to continue to make progress, as they can't afford for players such as Buxton, Sano or Berrios to take a step 
back after strong seasons in 2017. 
 
Rodney had a shaky April with the D-backs, only to turn it around and finish with 39 saves last season, and the 41-year-old must prove he still has 
plenty left in the tank or else Reed could become closer. 
 
Who might surprise? 
 
Escobar filled in capably for Sano down the stretch at third base last year, and he finished with a career-high 21 homers. Escobar figures to be the 
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regular at shortstop in the absence of Polanco, while Ehire Adrianza is expected to get plenty of playing time at short as well. No. 4 prospect Nick 
Gordon also could make his debut earlier than expected depending on how he fares at Triple-A Rochester. 
 
Gibson is the fifth starter, and he posted identical 5.07 ERAs in 2016 and '17, but he is coming off a strong second half that saw him use his slider 
and four-seam fastball more, and with better results. Gibson had a 3.76 ERA with 70 strikeouts in 76 2/3 innings after the All-Star break, and if he 
continues that kind of production, it would round out what projects to be a much better rotation than in recent years. 
 
 
Twins' roster comes into focus amid moves 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | March 22, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- The roster situation for the Twins gained some clarity on Thursday, as right-handers Tyler Duffey and Alan Busenitz and 
outfielder Jake Cave were optioned to Triple-A Rochester and non-roster invitees Erick Aybar, Brock Stassi, Chris Heisey, Bobby Wilson and 
Willians Astudillo were told they aren't making the roster. Heisey asked for and was granted his release. 
 
Additionally, right-hander Phil Hughes will open in long relief, with Minnesota beginning the season with four starters led by Jake Odorizzi 
getting the nod on Opening Day. The Twins have 13 healthy pitchers in camp competing for 12 spots, essentially making the last roster 
competition between Rule 5 Draft reliever Tyler Kinley and lefty Gabriel Moya for the final spot in the bullpen. 
 
"There are a few things left to be done," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "It's one of those elusive days where I can't lay it all out there. We'll 
see what happens." 
 
With Wilson and Astudillo not making the roster, Mitch Garver is the backup catcher, while Aybar not making the team is a bit of a surprise in the 
wake of Jorge Polanco's 80-game suspension. It bodes well for outfielders Robbie Grossman and Zack Granite, who can both make the roster now 
that Molitor is comfortable with only one backup infielder. Aybar is expected to meet with his agent before determining whether to accept an 
assignment with Triple-A Rochester or sign elsewhere. He has an out in his contract on Friday. 
 
"I would be fine with that," Molitor said of having only Ehire Adrianza as his backup infielder. "It makes it a little bit more difficult to protect 
your infielders and have one of them be the DH in a game. So we'll see how that goes." 
 
Moya, who is having an excellent spring and threw a scoreless inning against the Yankees in Thursday's 2-1 loss to lower his ERA to 0.90, could 
be the odd man out in a bullpen that's expected to include closer Fernando Rodney, Addison Reed, Zach Duke, Trevor Hildenberger and Taylor 
Rogers. 
 
Duffey came into camp competing for a spot in the rotation, only to see the Twins trade for Odorizzi and sign Lance Lynn during Spring Training. 
His best shot to make the club was in long relief, but Hughes showed he was healthy this camp and claimed the roster spot over Duffey. 
 
Duffey, who posted a 7.11 ERA in five spring outings, will remain stretched out at Rochester. He won't be in the rotation, though, as he'll 
piggyback starters and pitch in relief. Duffey was disappointed by the news but took it in stride, knowing that if he pitches well in the Minors, he's 
just a phone call away from the Majors. 
 
"Early on, with the all off-days, they don't need much length from the bullpen," Duffey said. "It's kind of a numbers game. I'll go down there in a 
predetermined role and stay stretched out. It's basically what I've been doing this spring, so I'll do that and hopefully I won't be down there too 
long." 
 
Busenitz, meanwhile, came into spring with a chance to make the bullpen after posting a 1.99 ERA in 31 2/3 innings as a rookie last year. But he 
scuffled, posting a 7.27 ERA in nine appearances, although he did strike out 11 and walk two in 8 2/3 innings. He'll head to Rochester, where he 
had a 1.78 ERA in 35 1/3 innings last year. 
 
 
Vargas claimed off waivers by Reds 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | March 22, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- The Twins lost first baseman Kennys Vargas off waivers to the Reds on Thursday after he was designated for assignment 
last Friday when Minnesota acquired outfielder Jake Cave in a trade with the Yankees. 
 
Vargas, who came into camp competing for the designated hitter role, was the victim of a roster crunch after the Twins signed fellow first 
baseman/DH Logan Morrison to a one-year, $6.5 million deal during Spring Training. Vargas will head to Cincinnati, where he'd be a backup to 
superstar first baseman Joey Votto and likely be relegated mostly to pinch-hit duties. Vargas, though, remains a strong candidate to be placed on 
waivers again by the Reds in hopes he clears. 
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Vargas, 27, played four seasons with the Twins, hitting .252/.311/.437 with 35 homers and 116 RBIs in 236 games. He played 78 games last 
season, batting .253/.314/.444 with a career-high 11 homers, 13 doubles and 41 RBIs. 
 
The switch-hitting Vargas didn't get many runs of consistent playing time with Minnesota, and he said earlier this spring he simply wanted a 
chance to play everyday somewhere, which makes it surprising that he was claimed by a National League team with a star first baseman. The 
Tigers, Giants, Phillies and White Sox passed on Vargas before he was claimed. 
 
Camp battles 
• Right-hander Phil Hughes solidified his roster spot with a strong outing against the Yankees in Thursday's 2-1 loss, but it'll be in long relief 
initially. He gave up a run on a solo homer to Billy McKinney in the second, but he struck out four and was otherwise solid. Hughes will open in 
the bullpen, but he could move to the rotation once Minnesota needs a fifth starter on April 11. 
 
• Lefty Gabriel Moya continued his impressive spring with a scoreless inning against the Yankees, lowering his ERA to 0.90. But he could be the 
odd man out, as the bullpen competition is between him and Rule 5 right-hander Tyler Kinley. Kinley must stay on the 25-man roster or be 
offered to the Marlins, which gives him an advantage over Moya. 
 
Injury updates 
The Twins continue to be cautious with left fielder Eddie Rosario, who strained his right triceps early in camp. He played left field without any 
issues on Wednesday, and he'll be back in left on Friday. Minnesota will keep two extra outfielders on the roster -- expected to be Robbie 
Grossman and Zack Granite -- as insurance as Rosario continues to heal 
 
Up next 
Right-hander Lance Lynn will make his second Grapefruit League start with the Twins on Friday against the Astros at 12:05 p.m. CT. Lynn threw 
a Minor League game on Saturday, and there are no concerns about him being ready for the start of the season despite signing in Spring Training. 
Other relievers scheduled to see action include Trevor Hildenberger, Taylor Rogers and Tyler Kinley. Watch the game on MLB.TV. 
 
 
Shakedown day answers a few Twins roster questions 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | March 23, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. – And just like that, almost every question about the Twins’ 2018 roster was answered on Thursday. 
 
Jake Odorizzi? Opening Day starter. 
 
Tyler Duffey? In the minors. 
 
Erick Aybar? Probably gone. 
 
Add to that Mitch Garver’s ascension to the majors, Phil Hughes’ installment as the fifth starter, and Paul Molitor’s willingness to carry only one 
backup infielder, and the Twins, after a brisk day of decision-making, are left with only three questions to answer before next week’s season 
opener in Baltimore: Which two outfielders will be on the bench? Who will be the seventh member of the bullpen? And what will be Miguel 
Sano’s standing with the commissioner’s office? 
 
That last one is a wild card, shrouded in secrecy as MLB’s investigation goes on. But there is a sense around camp that Commissioner Rob 
Manfred will probably announce his ruling on whether he believes Sano assaulted a woman in 2015, and what punishment if any that he should 
serve, before the opener. 
 
Here’s a look at the rest of the roster, and the answers that became clear on Thursday: 
 
Rotation 
 
Staying: Odorizzi will become the fifth pitcher to make his Twins debut as an Opening Day starter, having been awarded the honor, in Ervin 
Santana’s injury-induced absence, after allowing only one run and five hits in three Grapefruit League starts. Kyle Gibson, who will pitch the 
second game in Baltimore next week, will start the Target Field opener, too; Jose Berrios will be in line to pitch in the Twins’ first game in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, later in the month; and Lance Lynn will start in Pittsburgh on April 2. 
 
Phil Hughes is the fifth starter in a four-man rotation. With plenty of off days in April, Hughes won’t be needed until April 11, so he’ll be 
assigned to long relief in the interim. 
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Going: Tyler Duffey was optioned to Class AAA Rochester on Thursday morning, a victim of the Twins’ midcamp acquisition of Odorizzi and 
Lynn, and his own 7.11 spring ERA. 
 
Question: Will Duffey remain a starter, or is a permanent home in the bullpen inevitable? Molitor said the Twins will have him stretched out at 
Rochester for now, though Duffey is wondering, too. “Consistency is all I’m really looking for. If that means pitching out of the ’pen, that’s 
great,” Duffey said. “I guess this season is going to tell where that is going to go.” 
 
Bullpen 
 
Staying: Hughes as a long reliever between starts helps Molitor stick to his plan for a 12-man pitching staff, giving him the room he craves for a 
fourth bench player. And Hughes said he’s OK with the hybrid role. 
 
When he was a Yankee, “We’d go in with eight or nine guys battling for five spots, and by the end of April, we were looking for a fifth starter. I 
try to remind myself of that whenever I do have that thought, getting down on my self because I’m not sure if there’s going to be a role for me,” 
Hughes said. “It’s easier to focus on what I can do on the mound. There’s always going to be a need for pitching.” 
 
Going: Alan Busenitz was optioned to Rochester, reducing the pitching staff to 13 players for 12 spots. 
 
Question: Gabriel Moya and Tyler Kinley appear in competition for the final relief role, and it might not be an easy call. Moya has had a 
tremendous spring, and Thursday’s one-inning outing was his ninth in a row without allowing a run. But the Twins already have two other 
lefthanders in the bullpen, and Kinley, who has allowed earned runs in only two his nine appearances, would have to be offered back to the 
Marlins if he doesn’t make the team. 
 
Catching 
 
Staying: Mitch Garver, despite a 5-for-30 spring, won the job as backup to Jason Castro. 
 
Going: The Twins reassigned veteran Bobby Wilson and rookie Willians Astudillo to minor league camp. 
 
Infield 
 
Staying: It appears only four infielders will remain to handle third base, shortstop and second base during Jorge Polanco’s suspension. “I would be 
fine with that,” Molitor said, even though it could limit his ability to use Sano as a designated hitter. “It makes it a little bit more difficult to 
navigate that, to protect your infielders and not have to worry about putting your DH in the game.” But having two utility infielders, he said, is “a 
luxury” that most teams don’t have. 
 
Going: Aybar seemed a logical replacement in the event Sano is suspended, but the Twins decided not to wait any longer, since Aybar owns the 
right to ask for his release on Friday. The veteran infielder was told he will not make the 25-man roster, Molitor said, “so he’s going to reach out 
to his agent, and figure out what’s next for him.” 
 
Question: If Sano is suspended, would the Twins keep Gregorio Petit or Taylor Featherston around to fill in? Or will Aybar accept a temporary 
assignment to Rochester? 
 
Outfield 
 
Staying: For the moment, Ryan LaMarre remains in camp on the strength of a 1.339 OPS this spring; he leads the Twins in hits and RBI, and has 
shown he can play all three outfield spots. As a righthanded hitter, he could spell lefthanded hitters Eddie Rosario, who has been bothered by 
tendinitis in his throwing arm, and Max Kepler. 
 
Going: Brock Stassi was assigned to minor league camp. 
 
Question: Which two outfielders among LaMarre, Robbie Grossman and Zack Granite will make the team? Granite’s the better glove, Grossman 
the most patient hitter, and LaMarre a tempting combination of both. 
 
 
Twins day at camp: ESPN gets a taste of quip-filled Logan Morrison 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | March 23, 2018 
 
Morrison’s act goes national on ESPN2 
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Twins first baseman Logan Morrison entertained ESPN2 viewers on Thursday as he wore a microphone for an inning. 
 
Morrison spoke with the crew of Jessica Mendoza, Alex Rodriguez and Matt Vasgersian while he played first base in the second inning. When the 
Yankees’ Shane Robinson reached on a single, he warned the former Twins outfielder that he was wired but encouraged him to say hello to his 
mother. 
 
Morrison, during an exchange with Rodriguez, told the former superstar that he looks good in the booth. A-Rod replied that he’s a better fit for 
radio, to which Morrison responded, “My wife wishes I looked like you.” 
 
Morrison wore the microphone to the plate in the bottom of the inning, greeting Yankees catcher Austin Romine and plate umpire with warnings 
that he was wired, plus another request to salute their mothers. Romine could be heard in the background calling Morrison “the worst person to 
give a microphone to.” Morrison flew out to right and was 0-for-2 in the game. 
 
Pressly has foot issue 
 
The Twins training staff had to check on reliever Ryan Pressly in the eighth inning after he got Brandon Drury to fly out for the second out. 
 
Pitching coach Garvin Alston and assistant trainer Masa Abe went to the mound after Pressly looked to be in discomfort. He was. He was ripping 
the skin off the inside of his right foot with each pitch. 
 
“It’s spring training and there’s no adrenaline,” Pressly said. “So it hurt. Normally I wouldn’t notice it.” 
 
After a few moments, Pressly resumed throwing. He walked Tyler Austin but got Romine to ground out to end the inning. 
 
Reds pick up Vargas 
 
It’s not the perfect fit, but Kennys Vargas remains in the major leagues for now. 
 
The first baseman was claimed off waivers Thursday by Cincinnati. The 277-pound Vargas is built like a first baseman--designated hitter, so his 
DH days will be relegated to when the Reds are on the road in interleague play. 
 
One of those series will be at Target Field on April 27-29. 
 
The Reds also have star first baseman Joey Votto, so Vargas might find at-bats hard to come by. 
 
Vargas was designated for assignment last Friday. 
 
Etc. 
 
• Jose Berrios will start the exhibition game against the Nationals on Tuesday in Washington. 
 
• Twins shortstop prospect Wander Javier on Thursday missed his fourth consecutive game because of left shoulder soreness. The Twins don’t 
believe it’s a serious issue and expect him to be back on the field soon. 
 
• The Orioles announced righthander Dylan Bundy as their Opening Day starter against the Twins, the same day the Twins announced that Jake 
Odorizzi will open for them. 
 
• Johan Santana, who lives just a few miles from the CenturyLink Sports Complex, visited the team Thursday and went over some details 
regarding his induction into the Twins Hall of Fame on Aug. 4. 
 
• Twins owner Jim Pohlad, in town this week, was at Thursday’s game. 
 
On deck 
 
Lance Lynn will make his second appearance for the Twins when he faces Houston on Friday at Hammond Field. Eddie Rosario will play his 
second game in left field after recovering from a strained triceps. Righthander Trent Thornton will start for the Astros. 
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Twins lose, Phil Hughes so-so in audition for Twins starting role 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | March 22, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, FLA. – Phil Hughes gave up one run Thursday during the Twins' 2-1 loss to the Yankees at Hammond Stadium, then found out 
later he'd made the team as a long reliever. 
 
Hughes needed 87 pitches to get through 4 ⅔ innings and retired the side in order only once. He needed 20 pitches to get out of the first inning 
alone. 
 
He seemed to get sharper as the game went along, painting the outside corner with several fastballs at the knees. 
 
"My fastball command was pretty good," Hughes said. "My curveball and my slider were pretty good secondary pitches [Thursday]. That's kind 
of been the story of my spring, I've been really happy with my breaking stuff. I still need to get my changeup going into that mix. I'd like to have 
four solid pitches I can lean on at any time. It's a really big help." 
 
The Yankees' only damage off Hughes was Billy McKinney's home run. 
 
In addition to his bullpen duties, Hughes will be the fifth starter, at least until Ervin Santana is ready to return to the rotation following surgery on 
his middle finger, which should be sometime in mid-May. A fifth starter won't be needed until mid-April. 
 
Hughes and Lance Lynn will stay behind in Florida next week and get minor league starts while the team heads to Baltimore for Thursday's 
opener. 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor felt Hughes took steps in the right direction Thursday. 
 
"He used all his stuff. I thought he executed well," Molitor said. "I thought he minimized the damage. His pitch count ran up on him a little bit, 
but it was a good, progressive day for him." 
 
The Twins tied the game in the fifth on a sacrifice fly by Ehire Adrianza but should have done more damage after loading the bases with no outs. 
 
Fernando Rodney got two quick outs in the sixth inning — hitting 96 mph on the radar gun with his fastball — before giving up a double to Tyler 
Austin and a tiebreaking RBI single to Austin Romine. 
 
 
Twins who made debuts as Opening Day starter 
Staff Writers | Star Tribune | March 22, 2018 
 
2018: Jake Odorizzi, Thursday at Baltimore 
 
2014: Ricky Nolasco, 5-3 loss at Chicago White Sox 
 
2013: Vance Worley, 4-2 loss vs. Detroit 
 
2008: Livan Hernandez, 3-2 win vs. L.A. Angels 
 
1991: Jack Morris, 7-2 loss at Oakland 
 
1961: Pedro Ramos*, 6-0 win at N.Y. Yankees 
 
* Washington Senators veteran who moved with franchise to Minnesota 
 
 
Jake Odorizzi will be Twins' Opening Day starter; roster trimmed 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | March 22, 2018 
 
Jake Odorizzi, picked up earlier in spring training in a trade with Tampa Bay, will be the Twins' Opening Day starter on March 29 in Baltimore. 
 
Manager Paul Molitor set his likely rotation for the first series. Odorizzi (pictured) will be followed by Kyle Gibson and Jose Berrios, who is 
being set up to pitch in his native Puerto Rico during a mid-May series with Cleveland in San Juan. 
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Gibson will pitch the home opener on April 5 against Seattle. 
 
Phil Hughes will be on the team as a long reliever, not a starter. Free agent signing Lance Lynn is set to start in Pittsburgh on April 2. 
 
The Twins also sent outfielder Jake Cave to Class AAA Rochester, sent first baseman Brock Stassi to minor league camp and gave outfielder 
Chris Heisey his release. 
 
Infielder Erick Aybar and catchers Bobby Wilson and Willians Astudillo were also told they will not make the 25-man roster headed to Baltimore. 
That means Zack Granite and Robbie Grossman are likely to head north as the reserve outfielders (with Ryan LaMarre also a possibility), and 
Mitch Garver has made the team as a backup catcher. 
 
Earlier Thursday, the Twins sent pitchers Alan Busenitz and Tyler Duffey to Rochester. 
 
 
Twins demote Tyler Duffey, Alan Busenitz; Reds claim Kennys Vargas 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | March 22, 2018 
 
The Twins pitching staff is closer to coming together. 
 
 
Righthanders Tyler Duffey (pictured) and Alan Busenitz were optioned to Class AAA Rochester on Thursday, bringing the number of healthy 
pitchers to 13. It's actually 17 if you count Michael Kohn, Michael Pineda and Trevor May, who have long term injuries -- and Ervin Santana will 
miss the first few weeks of the season. 
 
That means Tyler Kinley, a Rule 5 pick, is one step closer to making the team. Lefthander Gabriel Moya is making a strong bid to make the club 
as a third lefthander. And righthander Phil Hughes, who has lacked sharpness in camp, remains on the bubble. 
 
Hughes got passing grades against the Yankees on Thursday, going 4.2 innings and giving up one run, four hits and striking out four. 
 
Also, first baseman Kennys Vargas, who had been designated for assignment, was claimed off waivers by the Cincinnati Reds. 
 
So it looks like this, at the moment: 
 
Starters 
 
Jake Odorizzi 
Kyle Gibson 
Jose Berrios 
Lance Lynn 
Hughes? 
 
Relievers 
 
Fernando Rodney 
Addison Reed 
Zach Duke 
Trevor Hildenberger 
Taylor Rogers 
Ryan Pressly 
 
Tyler Kinley? 
Gabriel Moya? 
Hughes? 
 
Hughes is listed in both groups until the Twins decide on  a four-man or five-man roster (should be four). And maybe they will make a decision 
on Hughes today. If they decide that Hughes is not fit for either role, they have to figure out what to do with a guy who's making a whole lot of 
money this year. 
 
Kinley, with the big arm, and Moya, with Eddie Guardado like cockiness, have given the Twins a lot to think about in camp. 
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The Twins are meeting right now about other roster moves and could have some more after the game. Hearing that they will cut at least one 
position player today. Stay tuned. 
 
The Yankees are in town, and the most intersting member of their traveling party is Alex Rodriguez. A-Rod actually is with the ESPN2 brodcast 
team today. New York played last night, and NONE of its regulars is on the trip. Unless you count Jacoby Ellsbury, and I don't. 
 
See for yourself: 
 
Yankees 
 
Jacoby Ellsbury, CF 
Ronald Torreyes, SS 
Tyler Wade, 2B 
Brandon Drury, 3B 
Tyler Austin, 1B 
Austin Romine, C 
Billy McKinney, LF 
Shane Robinson, RF 
Jace Peterson, DH 
 
Jordan Montgomery, LHP 
 
Twins 
 
Ehire Adrianza, SS 
Erick Aybar, 2B 
Eduardo Escobar, 3B 
Robbie Grossman, DH 
Logan Morrison, 1B 
Mitch Garver, C 
Jake Cave, RF 
Ryan LaMarre, LF 
Zack Granite, CF 
 
Phil Hughes, RHP 
 
 
Twins option Tyler Duffey, Alan Busenitz as roster starts to take shape 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | March 22, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — Offseason improvements in the Twins bullpen proved costly to Alan Busenitz and Tyler Duffey. Both were optioned to 
Triple-A Rochester on Thursday morning. 
 
With Rule 5 draft pick Tyler Kinley making a strong bid to stick on the Opening Day roster, and veteran Phil Hughes potentially in a long relief 
role to open the season, the Twins decided to ship out a couple of 27-year-olds with a combined 84 relief appearances for them in 2017. 
 
“It’s a numbers game, and my number’s not in it right now,” said Duffey, who made 36 starts for the Twins in 2015-16. “We’ll see what happens. 
It’s not ideal, but it’s all right. I’m not planning on staying long.” 
 
Duffey, who posted a 4.94 earned-run average as the primary long reliever last year, posted a 7.11 ERA in 12 2/3 spring innings. Busenitz, 
coming off a 1.99 ERA as a hard-throwing rookie, slipped to a 7.27 ERA in nine outings and 8 2/3 innings. 
 
“It’s a little disappointing but I get it,” Busenitz said. “They said just keep doing what I’m doing and keep improving. It’s not a matter of if but 
when. That’s all you can do: Keep working on the change-up, keep the curveball in the zone.” 
 
Duffey, who will continue to work in a long-relief role for the Red Wings, has two years of minor-league options remaining, as does Busenitz. 
 
“Those always come back to get you a little bit,” Duffey said. “Like they said, the Opening Day roster is great, but no team has made it through 
the whole season with just the Opening Day roster. I’ll just go down there and get my work in and hope to be back soon.” 
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With the moves, the Twins have 38 active players in camp, including 13 pitchers. They plan to carry 12 pitchers to open the season. 
 
 
Twins will start season with Ehire Adrianza as the only backup middle infielder 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | March 22, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — On Sunday, the Twins lost starting shortstop Jorge Polanco, who was suspended by MLB for testing positive for a 
performance-enhancing. 
 
On Thursday, the team jettisoned veteran utility man Erick Aybar, a former Gold Glove shortstop with the Los Angeles Angels. 
 
The 34-year-old was signed to a minor-league deal and competing for a bench role with Ehire Adrianza behind Polanco and reserve Eduardo 
Escobar, who will hold down Polanco’s job for the first 80 games of the season. 
 
That leaves Adrianza as the only backup middle infielder as manager Paul Molitor elected to keep five outfielders on his roster. 
 
“I would be fine with that,” Molitor said. 
 
Left fielder Eddie Rosario still is managing triceps tendonitis in his throwing arm, and Molitor chose to keep outfielder Robbie Grossman and one 
more center field option (Zack Granite) over an extra utility infielder (Aybar). 
 
Catchers Bobby Wilson and Willians Astudillo also were informed they would not make the 25-man roster scheduled to travel to Baltimore for 
the March 29 season opener. 
 
Meanwhile, outfielder Jake Cave was optioned to Triple-A Rochester; first baseman Brock Stassi was reassigned to minor-league camp and 
outfielder Chris Heisey was released. 
 
The Twins have 35 active players in camp — 15 pitchers, four catchers, 11 infielders and five outfielders, including seven non-roster players. 
 
First baseman/designated hitter Kennys Vargas was claimed off waivers by the Cincinnati Reds on Thursday after he was designated for 
assignment last week. 
 
Vargas was out of contract options and squeezed out of the picture at first base when the Twins signed Logan Morrison during spring training. 
Morrison, who will earn $6.5 million this season, slugged 38 home runs last year for the Tampa Bay Rays before becoming available in free 
agency. 
 
Vargas, 27, played four seasons with the Twins. He batted .252 with 35 home runs and 116 RBIs in 236 games. 
 
BRIEFLY 
Polanco played in a minor-league game Thursday, his first since the suspension was levied. He is eligible to play and work out in minor-league 
camp but forbidden to play any more Grapefruit League games this spring. 
 
 
Twins’ pitching rotation set, with Jake Odorizzi leading off 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | March 22, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — The Twins solidified their projected four-man pitching rotation to start the 2018 season Thursday, with new right-hander 
Jake Odorizzi officially scheduled to start the March 29 opener in Baltimore. 
 
On a busy day of roster machinations and players packing and scattering, Kyle Gibson is slotted in the No. 2 role and to start Minnesota’s April 5 
home opener against Seattle. He is followed by Jose Berrios and another high-profile acquisition, Lance Lynn, revealed manager Paul Molitor. 
 
The Opening Day nod would be a first for Odorizzi, whom the Twins acquired Feb. 17 in a trade with Tampa Bay. 
 
“It’s a big deal to a lot of people, and it’s an opportunity for some people to put it on their resume,” Molitor said. “I’ve never really gotten too 
caught up in that, but that’s what most managers say. It’s probably an honor for most people. I get all that.” 
 
So does Odorizzi, who pondered the opportunity last week during an interview with the Pioneer Press. 
 
“You always want to set the tone in Game 1 and put one in the win column,” he said. “If the team believes in you enough to give you that 
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Opening Day start, I think that’s just a big vote of confidence of how they view you and what type of player they think you are.” 
 
Ervin Santana, Minnesota’s Opening Day starter the past two years, is not expected back until late April at the earliest as he recovers from Feb. 6 
surgery on his right middle finger. 
 
Barring weather cancellations, the Twins will not need a fifth starter to take the ball on normal rest until April 11th, during an extended 12-game 
homestand at Target Field. That means veteran right-hander Phil Hughes will start the season out of the bullpen. 
 
Hughes allowed one run and four hits in 87 pitches over 4 2/3 innings against the New York Yankees on Thursday afternoon at Hammond 
Stadium in his final Grapefruit League start. He struck out four and lowered his earned-run average to 6.05 after getting tagged for nine runs by 
Pittsburgh in his previous outing. 
 
“I’ve tried not to get too caught up in it,” Hughes said before the rotation was announced. “You can play GM all you want, but I’m not going to 
do that. I just have to worry about what I can do on the mound. Any other thought I have is just going to detract from my ability to perform.” 
 
Hughes, 31, is in the fourth season of a five-year contract extension he signed following the 2014 season, when he finished with 16 wins, a 3.52 
ERA and walked only 16 batters in 202 2/3 innings. He scheduled to earn $13.2 million for each of the next two years after having surgery in July 
to alleviate thoracic outlet syndrome, an operation which involved removing a rib to relieve pressure on his right shoulder. 
 
Molitor said he initially plans to use Hughes as a long reliever before the Twins need to designate a fifth starter. 
 
“The only worry is if you don’t get used out of the pen, how ready are you to take the ball as a starter nine or 10 days later?” said Hughes, who is 
scheduled to start against minor leaguers next Tuesday in Fort Myers before joining the Twins on their first road trip. 
 
“I’m sure these are all thoughts everyone is processing. I’m just thankful I don’t make those decisions.” 
 
Berrios also is slated to pitch Tuesday, against the Nationals in Minnesota’s final exhibition game at Washington. He is being groomed to start the 
first of two games in his native Puerto Rico for the Twins’ April 17-18 series against Cleveland. 
 
Lynn will start Wednesday against minor leaguers in Fort Myers before debuting April 2 at Pittsburgh. 
 
Meanwhile, Tyler Duffey was stripped of his start Saturday against the Baltimore Orioles when he was optioned to Triple-A Rochester on 
Thursday morning along with reliever Alan Busenitz. 
 
The two 27-year-olds combined to make 84 relief appearances in 2017 but offseason improvements in the bullpen made them expendable, with 
Rule 5 draft pick Tyler Kinley making a strong bid to make the Opening Day roster. 
 
“It’s a numbers game, and my number’s not in it right now,” said Duffey, who made 36 combined starts for the Twins in 2015-16. “We’ll see 
what happens. It’s not ideal, but it’s all right. I’m not planning on staying long.” 
 
Duffey, who posted a 4.94 ERA as the primary long reliever last year, had a 7.11 ERA in 12 2/3 spring innings.  Busenitz, coming off a 1.99 ERA 
as a hard-throwing rookie, slipped to a 7.27 ERA in nine outings (8 2/3 innings). 
 
Duffey, who will continue to work in a long-relief role for the Red Wings, has two years of minor-league options remaining, as does Busenitz. 
 
“I think staying extended will serve him well, depending on what our needs are,” said Molitor. “Be it a long-man’s role or somewhere around the 
starters’ chain, which is a little longer chain than it was a couple weeks ago.” 
 
 
Twins have sorted out their starting rotation – for now – and Jake Odorizzi will start Opening Day 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | March 22, 2018 
 
Jake Odorizzi waited a while to make his first spring training start, a dandy in Fort Myers in his first outing in Fort Myers. He won’t have to wait 
that long to make his first start that counts. 
 
Odorizzi has been named the Opening Day starter, according to the team. He’ll be followed in the rotation by Kyle Gibson and J.O. Berrios. 
 
Twins GM Thad Levine had said earlier that Lance Lynn will make his Twins debut during the Pittsburgh series, and not in Baltimor. 
 
If the Twins plan to start the season with a 4-man rotation, would that mean Phil Hughes will be in the bullpen? The Twins will need a fifth starter 
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on April 11. Perhaps Hughes will be plugged into that fifth spot in the rotation, rather than going to the minors to call on a guy like Adalberto 
Mejia. 
 
Here’s how the first few weeks of the season could shake out: 
 
March 29 @ BAL: Odorizzi 
March 30: OFF 
March 31 @ BAL: Gibson 
April 1 @ BAL: Berrios 
April 2 @ PIT: Lynn 
April 3: OFF 
April 4 @ PIT: Odorizzi 
April 5 SEA: Gibson 
April 6: OFF 
April 7 SEA: Berrios 
April 8 SEA: Lynn 
April 9 HOU: Odorizzi 
April 10 HOU: Gibson 
April 11 HOU: HUGHES? 
April 12 CHW: Berrios 
April 13 CHW: Lynn 
April 14 CHW: Odorizzi 
April 15 CHW: Gibson 
April 16: OFF 
April 17 CLE (in Puerto Rico): Berrios 
April 18 CLE (in Puerto Rico): Lynn 
 
Earlier Thursday the Twins optioned Tyler Duffey and Alan Busenitz. Duffey was a long-shot rotation candidate ever since the Twins inked 
Lance Lynn, and Busenitz had a great debut season last year as a reliever, and figures to be back in the big leagues at some point this summer. 
 
 
Reds claim Kennys Vargas off waivers 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | March 22, 2018 
 
The Twins have lost first baseman/DH Kennys Vargas to waivers. The Reds have picked up the big slugger from the waiver wire, the team 
announced Thursday. 
 
In his career with the Twins, Vargas hit .252/.311/.437 with 35 homers in 859 plate appearances. 
 
Vargas, who will be 28 this summer, has been exceptionally friendly with media members in four seasons with the Twins. He’s a former 
undrafted free agent from Puerto Rico and has hit his way into 236 big leagues games since his debut in 2014. 
 
Last season Vargas was back and forth between the Majors and Triple-A Rochester. Between the two levels he hit 20 home runs in 419 at-bats in 
2017. He’s a career .252/.311/.437 hitter with 35 homers in the big leagues. Those offensive numbers weren’t enough to convince the Twins to 
pass on the chance to sign Morrison on what appears to be a very affordable contract. 
 
The Reds already have a first baseman — Joey Votto — and they can’t use the DH spot unless they’re playing in an American League park. 
 
 
With 2 cuts, Twins take another step toward finalizing the pitching staff for Opening Day 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | March 22, 2018 
 
The Twins’ opening day pitching staff just got a little bit clearer. The Twins on Thursday optioned pitchers Alan Busenitz and Tyler Duffey in 
their latest round of cuts. 
 
Duffey was in the competition for the starting rotation, but could go back to being a reliever at some point. He’ll perhaps get a shot to pitch in the 
Majors again this season after a solid year last year. Busenitz was in the competition to make the bullpen, and he seems like a good bet to get 
MLB innings in relief this season. 
 
The Twins now have 38 players in camp, including 9 players who are not on the 40-man roster and would need to be added if they make the team. 
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Neither pitcher made our 25-man roster projection for the Twins, which published Wednesday. 
 
 
Hughes gives up 1, but Yankees edge Twins 
Staff Writers | Fox Sports North | March 22, 2018 
 
Phil Hughes lowered his ERA to 6.06, giving up one run and four hits in 4 2/3 innings, but the Minnesota Twins fell 2-1 to the New York 
Yankees in spring training action Thursday. 
 
Hughes allowed a solo home run to Billy McKinney in the second inning 
 
Newcomer Zach Duke stepped in to finish the fifth inning. Fernando Rodney allowed an earned run on three hits, Addison Reed pitched a 
flawless seventh, Ryan Pressley allowed a hit in the eighth and Gabriel Moya struck out one in a flawless ninth. 
 
Ehire Adrianza, Erick Aybar, Eduardo Escobar, Mitch Garver, Jake Cave and Ryan LaMarre had hits for the Twins. 
 
Reds claim Twins’ Kennys Vargas off waivers 
Staff Writers | Fox Sports North | March 22, 2018 
 
Kennys Vargas is on the move. 
 
The Cincinnati Reds claimed the 27-year-old slugger off waivers Thursday, a week after the Twins designated him for assignment. 
 
Vargas emerged as a viable big-league contributor in 2014 after signing with the Twins as an amateur free agent in 2009. He hit .252/.311/.437 
with 35 home runs in parts of four seasons with the Twins. Vargas spent 78 games with Minnesota last season, hitting .253/.314/.444 with 11 
home runs, and 51 games with Triple-A Rochester. 
 
His future with Minnesota had been in doubt since Feb. 28, when the Twins signed Logan Morrison in free agency. Morrison is expected to be the 
Twins’ primary designated hitter in 2018 after hitting a career-high 38 home runs last season, and should also spell veteran Joe Mauer at first 
base. 
 
Vargas occupied a similar role with the Twins. He made 40 appearances at first base and 30 as the Twins’ designated hitter in 78 games last 
season. 
 
 
Season preview: Twins ready to win after busy offseason 
Dave Campbell | Associated Press | March 22, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — The Twin Cities were the place to be this winter with the Super Bowl in town. 
 
The Twins, meanwhile, have worked hard to make Minnesota more of a long-term destination. 
 
“I wanted to go somewhere where they had a chance to win no matter what,” said right-hander Lance Lynn, the last in a series of shrewd moves 
made to upgrade a team that was already well on the upswing after reaching the American League wild card game with a collection of 25-and-
under contributors. 
 
That outlook seemed unfathomable when the Twins lost a club-record 103 games in 2016 and chief baseball officer Derek Falvey and general 
manager Thad Levine barely touched the roster for 2017 upon taking over the front office. But that’s what is happening: Players seeking a stable, 
successful environment have eagerly picked Minnesota. 
 
“I think we can sense that,” manager Paul Molitor said. “Everyone is, with good reason, excited about what lies ahead. I think this is an attractive 
place to come to right now, given the direction and the talent level and all those things.” 
 
To get there, the Twins took advantage of the sluggish free agent market to sign Lynn and designated hitter/first baseman Logan Morrison for 
bargain-rate contracts well after spring training began. They acquired right-hander Jake Odorizzi for a minor league shortstop. Earlier in the 
winter, they signed free agent relievers Fernando Rodney, Addison Reed and Zach Duke to short-term deals. They even made a low-risk addition 
for 2019, signing Michael Pineda to a two-year contract so he can recover from Tommy John elbow surgery and ideally help anchor the rotation 
next season. 
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After picking up Lynn on a one-year, $12 million deal, Molitor himself acknowledged his mild surprise at receiving another upgrade to his roster 
so deep into March. The Twins, though, have clearly signaled they’re serious about contending. 
 
“It’s amazing what winning will do,” second baseman Brian Dozier said. “Adding pieces to make a run at this thing, it’s always exciting.” 
 
Here are some key angles to consider for the upcoming season: 
 
BEST CASE 
 
After rising from last in 2016 to 19th in the majors in 2017 in starting pitching ERA, the Twins are poised for another jump with Lynn and 
Odorizzi joining Ervin Santana, Jose Berrios and Kyle Gibson in the rotation. Santana will miss most or all of April recovering from surgery on 
his right middle finger, but there are enough off days to minimize his absence. Phil Hughes, likely headed for a long relief role, can also fill in. 
 
WORST CASE 
 
The left side of the infield is a potential concern. Shortstop Jorge Polanco must sit out 80 games for testing positive for a performance enhancing 
substance, pushing Eduardo Escobar into a regular role. That gives the Twins less protection at third base, where All-Star slugger Miguel Sano 
faces possible punishment from Major League Baseball, which has been investigating a 2015 assault alleged recently by a female photographer. 
Sano has also struggled to keep his weight down and is coming off surgery on his left shin, where a stress reaction kept him out for the last six 
weeks of the 2017 season. 
 
POHLAD APPROVAL 
 
The other part of the equation that produced this uncharacteristically active offseason for the Twins was the willingness by owner and chief 
executive officer Jim Pohlad to approve what will be a club record opening day payroll of around $130 million. 
 
“He has been nothing but supportive at every juncture,” Falvey said. “Jim trusts us.” 
 
BUXTON’S NEXT STEP 
 
Center fielder Byron Buxton is the centerpiece of the young core, coming off a superb second half of 2017 that suggested he has figured out how 
to succeed at the plate after some rough stretches over his first two-plus years in the majors. He won his first Gold Glove award last season, too. 
 
“Exponential growth: I think that’s what we’re all looking for,” Falvey said. “I think Byron’s a great example of someone that when you support 
them through the ups and downs, you get the up on the back end. He did such a good job last year of keeping his head up when things were tough 
early.” 
 
ON THE SCHEDULE 
 
The Twins start the season on March 29 at Baltimore. Their home opener is on April 5 against Seattle, commencing their ninth year at Target 
Field with a 10-game, 11-day home stand. After that, it’s on to Puerto Rico to play the Cleveland in a pair of games considered home games for 
the Twins. 
 
CAPSULE 
 
2017: 85-77, second place, lost to Yankees in wild-card game. 
 
Manager: Paul Molitor (fourth season). 
 
He’s Here: RHP Lance Lynn, RHP Jake Odorizzi, DH-1B Logan Morrison, RHP Fernando Rodney, RHP Addison Reed, LHP Zach Duke, SS-3B 
Erick Aybar, RHP Michael Pineda. 
 
He’s Outta Here: RHP Matt Belisle, RHP Bartolo Colon, C Chris Gimenez, DH-1B Kennys Vargas, LHP Hector Santiago, LHP Glen Perkins, 
LHP Buddy Boshers, RHP Michael Tonkin. 
 
Projected Lineup: 2B Brian Dozier (.271, 34 HRs, 93 RBIs, 106 runs), 1B Joe Mauer (.305, 7, 71, .384 OBP), 3B Miguel Sano (.264, 28, 77, 173 
Ks in 114 games), DH Logan Morrison (.246, 38, 85, .868 OPS with Rays), LF Eddie Rosario (.290, 27, 78), SS Eduardo Escobar (.254, 21, 73), 
CF Byron Buxton (.253, 16, 51, 29/30 SBs), RF Max Kepler (.243, 19, 69), C Jason Castro (.242, 10, 47). 
 
Rotation: RH Ervin Santana (16-8, 3.28 ERA, 5 CGs, 211 1/3 IP, expected to begin season on DL), RH Jose Berrios (14-8, 3.89), RH Lance Lynn 
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(11-8, 3.43 with Cardinals), RH Jake Odorizzi (10-8, 4.14 with Rays), RH Kyle Gibson (12-10, 5.07). 
 
Key Relievers: RH Fernando Rodney (5-4, 4.23, 39/45 saves with Diamondbacks), RH Addison Reed (2-3, 2.84, 19 saves with Mets and Red 
Sox), LH Taylor Rogers (7-3, 3.07), LH Zach Duke (1-1, 3.93 in 18 1/3 IP with Cardinals), RH Ryan Pressly (2-3, 4.70), RH Trevor Hildenberger 
(3-3, 3.21, 1 save), RH Phil Hughes (4-3, 5.87 in 53 2/3 IP). 
 
Hot Spot: Left Side Of The Infield. Sano had surgery in November to have a rod inserted in his left shin after a stress reaction kept him out for the 
last six weeks of the 2017 regular season, and the burly slugger has struggled to keep his weight down. He’s also been under investigation by 
Major League Baseball, facing potential discipline, for alleged harassment of a woman during an encounter in 2015. Jorge Polanco, who got so 
hot at the plate down the stretch of his first full season as a regular in the lineup that he wound up third in the batting order, was suspended for the 
first 80 games this season for testing positive for a performance-enhancing substance. Escobar can fill in capably at shortstop, but he’s also the top 
backup for Sano if the All-Star has to sit for any reason. 
 
Outlook: After their massive 26-win turnaround last season, earning Molitor the AL Manager of the Year award and a new contract through the 
2020 season, the Twins were already on the upswing with their 25-and-under core of Berrios, Buxton, Sano, Rosario and Kepler. Then, after 
spring training began, they traded for Odorizzi and signed Morrison and Lynn, all at market-bargain prices. They’ve already had some setbacks, 
with finger surgery for Santana expected to keep him out for most or all of April, and the gut-punch news of Polanco’s suspension, plus the 
uncertainty that surrounds Sano. But this is a team, even with the bold offseason moves made by AL heavyweights Boston and New York, and the 
strength of reigning AL Central champion Cleveland, that has the talent and spunk to be right in the playoff mix. With Hughes and Tyler Duffey 
on track for long-relief roles and a spate of well-regarded prospects set to fill out the rotation at Triple-A Rochester, this is as much starting 
pitching depth as the Twins have had in years. After using 16 different starters in 2017, they needed that. Rodney, Reed and Duke were important 
additions to bolster the bullpen, too, after Minnesota relievers ranked 22nd in the majors with a collective 4.40 ERA. 
 
 
Twins option Duffey, Busenitz to Triple-A 
Staff Writers | Fox Sports North | March 22, 2018 
 
The Minnesota Twins optioned right-handed pitchers Tyler Duffey and Alan Busenitz to Triple-A Rochester on Thursday. The move trims their 
spring roster to 38 players, including 15 pitchers. 
 
Duffey made five appearances, including one start, for the Twins this spring, allowing 17 hits and 10 earned runs in 12 2/3 innings. Busenitz 
allowed 12 hits and seven earned runs in 10 2/3 innings. 
 
Originally drafted by the Los Angeles Angels in 2013, Busenitz made 28 relief appearances for the Twins last season, allowed just seven earned 
runs in 31 2/3 innings and finishing with a 1.99 ERA. Duffey was a fifth-round pick of the Twins in 2012, and has been a regular with the club in 
each of the last two seasons. 
 
He made 56 relief appearances in 2017, finishing with a 4.94 ERA after allowing 39 earned runs in 71 innings. 
 
 
Reds claim Kennys Vargas off waivers from Twins 
Bill Baer | NBC Sports | March 22, 2018 
 
The Twins’ Dustin Morse announced on Thursday that the Reds claimed first baseman Kennys Vargas off waivers. The Twins had designated 
him for assignment last Friday. 
 
Vargas was a man without a spot on the Twins’ roster as he has only played first base and DH, but the club has Joe Mauer and Logan Morrison 
for those spots. The Reds aren’t much better as Joey Votto lays claim to first base and there is no DH in the National League. Vargas switch-hits 
and has some power, so he will presumably provide that off the bench for the Reds. 
 
Across parts of four seasons in the majors, Vargas has hit .252/.311/.437 with 35 home runs and 116 RBI in 859 plate appearances. 
 
 
Three bats, three arms: Minnesota Twins 
Dan Hayes | The Athletic | March 22, 2018 
 
As we dream on the coming season, whether we’re thinking about our fantasy leagues or our favorite teams, it’s fun to imagine what might go 
right—before anything has a chance to go wrong. In that spirit, we asked talented writers in each of The Athletic's markets to try and identify 
three bats and three arms who might do more than people think this year. 
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A setup guy who might close; a sixth starter who might be relevant; a top prospect who will play eventually; a hitter who is changing his swing 
plane… players who have a chance to exceed their projections, for whatever reason. 
 
These writers know their players cold. They’ll help us spot exactly where we should dream big. Three bats, three arms, lots of upside. 
 
Three Bats 
Byron Buxton 
 
The dynamic outfielder could literally make or break your fantasy season depending on how highly you value him. Buxton was fantastic at the 
plate during the second half, producing a ridiculous .300/.347/.546 slash line with 11 home runs and 35 RBIs in 228 plate appearances. The 
performance is perhaps what people had been hoping to see all along from the former top prospect. If Buxton could produce even close to that 
type of line along with providing 20 or more steals (he had 29 last season), well, you’d be pretty happy. The hope from the Twins is Buxton 
continues to improve his strike zone and cut down on hacking at off-speed pitches. Last year’s improvement at the plate came with only a minimal 
difference in strikeout rate as he dropped from 30.7 percent to 27.6. If he keeps that up, look out. 
 
Miguel Sano 
 
The question isn’t about what Sano will do with his plate appearances. It’s about how many he’ll get. Forget the possible legal issues facing Sano 
for just a minute — he hasn’t yet reached 500 plate appearances in his career. The 2015 season can be tossed because Sano didn’t debut until July. 
But in the past two seasons, Sano has topped out at 495 plate appearances because of injury. Missing time clearly has robbed a very talented 
player of quite a few home runs. When healthy, Sano is a beast as evidenced by his career .844 OPS. Sano is healthy after he had ankle surgery 
during the offseason, though it did limit his conditioning. Now the big question is whether or not he’ll be suspended as a result of MLB’s 
investigation into assault allegations against him. 
 
Brian Dozier 
 
As a result of the increase in home runs, second base has quite a few power options available. Fangraphs listed nine different players who 
appeared at second as having hit 20 or more homers. But none hit more than Dozier, who has blasted 104 over the past three seasons. Not only 
does he hit homers, Dozier has improved his average to roughly a .270 hitter and he was in the top four among second baseman in runs and RBIs 
while also stealing 16 bags. 
 
Three arms 
Fernando Rodney 
 
The veteran closer and baseball’s all-time archer is attempting to do something very few pitchers ever have — eclipse the 20-save mark after his 
41st birthday. Only five other pitchers (Jim Kaat, LaTroy Hawkins, Dennis Eckersley, Trevor Hoffman and Mariano Rivera) have accomplished 
the feat and four are in Cooperstown. Rodney converted 39 of 45 save attempts for the Arizona Diamondbacks last season and finished with a 
4.23 ERA. However, he struggled with command in the first month. After he corrected his issues, Rodney closed out 33-of-37 attempts with a 
2.38 ERA. He’ll get the first crack at the Twins' closer job, but Addison Reed is waiting in the wings if Rodney struggles. 
 
Jose Berrios 
 
The heralded prospect took a huge leap forward in his second season as he converted the confidence he gained into performance. The right-hander 
is still working to refine his stuff. But even so, Berrios struck out 139 batters in 145 2/3 innings last year. He should continue to build upon the 
number of frames he worked last season and get closer to 180. Given Berrios posted an 8.02 ERA in the first 14 starts of his career, last year’s 
3.89 ERA looks pretty fantastic. He’s one of the few swing-and-miss pitchers the Twins pitching staff boasts and he has a pretty bright future 
ahead. 
 
Kyle Gibson 
 
Similar to Buxton, Gibson had a huge second half to propel the Twins into the postseason. Using his four-seam fastball more frequently at the top 
of the strike zone, Gibson began to throw more strikes and issued fewer walks. As a result, Gibson’s performance soared at a time when the Twins 
needed him most. Gibson went 6-0 with a 2.92 ERA, 46 strikeouts and only 10 walks in his final 49 1/3 innings last season. Compare that to his 
first 108 2/3 innings, when he walked 50 batters, struck out 75 and posted a 6-10 mark with a 6.05 ERA. I’ll take the second half, please. 
 
Gibson feels confident the analytical changes he made to his approach will carry over to the 2018 season, when he’s expected to be the fourth or 
fifth starter in the Twins rotation. 
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Phil Hughes' future still undetermined as Twins' roster begins to take shape 
Dan Hayes | The Athletic | March 22, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — The Twins’ roster picture cleared up some more Thursday with a slew of moves. But just how they’ll use veteran pitcher 
Phil Hughes still must be determined. 
 
The Twins starter made his final big-league exhibition start on Thursday afternoon and limited a mostly minor-league New York Yankees squad 
to a run, four hits and a walk in 4 2/3 innings with four strikeouts. Hughes is scheduled to pitch here again next week in a minor-league game. But 
what is next for Hughes after that is still being worked out. 
 
The Twins did clarify several other areas on Thursday: 
 
— Jake Odorizzi has been named their Opening Day starter. 
 
— Five other players were removed from big-league camp, including veteran outfielder Chris Heisey, who was granted his release. 
 
— Veteran Erick Aybar learned he wouldn’t make the team and now has until Friday to make a decision on the opt-out clause in his minor-league 
deal. 
 
All of the above leaves the Twins with 13 pitchers competing for a 12-man pitching staff, including Hughes, who said he’s not sure what his 
future holds. Even though he hasn’t been in this position for a while, Hughes is glad to have more experience handling it this time around. 
 
“It goes back to all the camps in New York,” Hughes said. “We’d go in with eight, nine guys battling for five spots and then by the end of April 
we were looking for a fifth starter. I try to remind myself of that whenever I do have a thought of getting down on myself because I’m not sure if 
there’s going to be a role for me. It’s easier to focus on what I can do on the mound because there’s always going to be a need for pitching. You 
look at how many pitchers we used last year. I just want to worry about controlling what I can.” 
 
The Twins also optioned outfielder Jake Cave and pitchers Tyler Duffey and Alan Busenitz to Triple-A Rochester. Beyond that, catchers Bobby 
Wilson and Willians Astudillo and infielder Brock Stassi were informed they wouldn’t make the club, manager Paul Molitor said. 
 
Though his future is uncertain, Hughes still looks like he could earn a spot on the 25-man roster as a spot starter/long man. Molitor announced 
plans to proceed with a four-man rotation in April as Odorizzi will be followed by Kyle Gibson, Jose Berrios and Lance Lynn in that order. 
 
Molitor figures he won’t need a fifth starter until April 11 at the earliest. But beyond the rotation, Molitor offered no clarity in a heated battle for 
the final two spots on the pitching staff. 
 
“I thought (Hughes) executed well,” Molitor said. “I thought it was a good progressive day for him. 
 
“We’re working through the next steps obviously as we shape this thing up. We are going to stick with the (four-man) plan and that puts him in a 
situation where we’re going to have to figure out how we’re going to proceed.” 
 
The competitors would appear to be Hughes, Rule 5 draftee Tyler Kinley and left-hander Gabriel Moya. Kinley, who has a 4.50 spring ERA, has 
11 strikeouts in 10 innings and has impressed the staff and front office. Moya also has been impressive with 10 strikeouts and only two walks in 
allowing a run in 10 innings. Molitor said Wednesday he’s pleased with the consistency Moya has shown. 
 
While Hughes finished the spring with a 6.06 ERA, much of that damage was done by a bad road start against the Pittsburgh Pirates on Saturday. 
Hughes, who had surgery for thoracic outlet syndrome last July, has felt healthy all spring. 
 
“I thought he pitched OK in the games I have seen,” said one National League scout. “I did not see his bad road start. … He has to mix and hit his 
spots. Had a good mix of off-speed (Thursday).” 
 
Hughes hasn’t been in this spot for a long, long time. He admits it has been a little strange. But again, he’s glad to have the perspective and thinks 
it’s given him some extra drive this spring. 
 
“It has been kind of an odd experience because I haven’t been there for a few years,” Hughes said. “But I was a guy fighting for a spot before. It 
kind of brings out the best of you in the spring training environment when you have the competitiveness.” 
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