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Lynn rebounds as Twins shut out Detroit 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | May 22, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- The Twins finally saw the version of Lance Lynn they envisioned when they signed him to a one-year, $12 million deal in 
Spring Training. 
 
Lynn turned in his best outing of the season, throwing 6 2/3 scoreless innings to lift the Twins to a 6-0 win over the Tigers on Tuesday night at 
Target Field. Lynn, who scattered five hits and a walk, recorded an out in the seventh for the first time this year. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
"That was the highlight of the game," Twins manager Paul Molitor said of Lynn's performance. "There was a lot of good things that happened, a 
lot of contributions, but to see him go out there and put up zeros like he did, we've talked about his command, which has been been an issue for 
him, but he threw a lot of strikes." 
 
It was good timing for Lynn, especially with injured right-handers Ervin Santana and Trevor May nearing their returns. Lynn lowered his ERA 
from 7.47 to 6.34, while picking up his first win since May 5. He threw 100 pitches, with 64 going for strikes, including seven swings and misses 
and 11 called strikes. 
 
Lynn, though, wasn't pleased when leaving the game with two runners in the seventh after plunking JaCoby Jones and walking Jose Iglesias on 
four pitches with two outs. But right-hander Ryan Pressly came in and struck out pinch-hitter Mikie Mahtook to get out of the jam. 
 
"It felt good until the end," Lynn said. "When you hit a guy and walk a guy, it really puts a damper on a pretty good outing up until then. There's 
still work to do. It's not as good as it can be, but it's a lot better than it's been. So, that's good." 
 
Ehire Adrianza and Brian Dozier paced the offense for the Twins, as Adrianza connected on a pair of doubles and Dozier had two doubles and 
three RBIs. Minnesota didn't score until the fifth, when Tigers lefty Matthew Boyd walked the first two batters of the inning before departing with 
a left oblique spasm. 
 
Adrianza ripped an RBI double off reliever Warwick Saupold and Dozier smacked a two-run double the other way with Byron Buxton running on 
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the pitch to give the Twins a three-run lead with two runs charged to Boyd. 
 
"You gotta love it when guys get into scoring position and you have a chance to bring them in," Dozier said. "They gave me a couple good pitches 
to hit and did some damage with them." 
 
Minnesota tacked on three runs in the seventh against reliever Buck Farmer, as Max Kepler and Adrianza roped back-to-back doubles before 
Buxton plated Adrianza with a single to left. Dozier followed with an RBI double to right to score Buxton. 
 
"We came up with some big hits," Molitor said. "Adrianza, who was having a little bit of a tough time from the left side, got a couple nice hits to 
get us going. Dozier did a nice job going to the opposite field a couple times. Buxton had a nice hit." 
 
SOUND SMART 
Since losing 12 of 14 from April 17 to May 1, the Twins have turned it around, as their 12 wins since May 2 is tied for the most in the Majors. 
The club has posted a 2.93 ERA over that stretch, going 12-7. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"There's a lot of positives. You've got to build on the positives and don't let the negatives creep back in. There's some things to grow on. It's good 
to kind of get back on even ground and now hopefully I can kind of get going here." -- Lynn 
 
UP NEXT 
Right-hander Kyle Gibson (1-2, 3.96 ERA) is set to take the mound in the series finale against the Tigers on Wednesday at 12:10 p.m. CT. Gibson 
is coming off a rough outing against the Brewers, allowing five runs -- including two homers -- over 5 1/3 innings. The Tigers counter with right-
hander Michael Fulmer (1-3, 4.35 ERA). 
 
 
 
At Shred Hate event, Buxton takes a stand 
Jarrid Denney | MLB.com | May 22, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- Byron Buxton can recall all too clearly the impact that bullying had on those close to him when he was younger. 
 
"Sports played a big part while I was growing up," Buxton told a group of more than 200 elementary school students who sat in the right-field 
stands at Target Field on Tuesday morning. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
"Sports give you a reason to open up about bullying. I have a friend who was bullied when we were kids, and he never talked about it to anybody. 
But when we got to the field, he could talk to us about it. He confided in our coach, and we were able to talk to him and help him. He's a college 
professor now." 
 
Buxton was one of several speakers who addressed the issue of bullying at the Shred Hate school assembly on Tuesday. A multifaceted bullying 
prevention program that seeks to eliminate bullying by encouraging kids to choose kindness, Shred Hate was created in conjunction by MLB and 
ESPN, and it has partnered with the X Games to help kids proactively eliminate bullying. 
 
Tuesday's event welcomed children and faculty from Eastern Heights Elementary, Jennings Community School, Minnesota Excellence in 
Learning Academy and Washington Tech to tour Target Field and hear speeches from Buxton and well as X Games three-sport athlete Mike 
Schultz and ESPN X Games host and reporter Victoria Arlen. The Twins also provided tickets to the Tuesday night game vs. the Tigers for 
students in attendance. 
 
Schultz and Arlen, each of whom also have won Paralympic gold medals during their careers, also discussed solutions to bullying. 
 
"Instead of bullying somebody, we can learn about them. We can learn their story," Schultz said. 
 
As part of the program, No Bully, a San Francisco-based nonprofit that trains and gives schools the tools to activate student compassion as a 
method for eradicating bullying and cyberbullying, provides innovative, bullying prevention curriculum, and works directly with local school 
districts and cooperating schools. 
 
According to Shred Hate, schools that have gone through the curriculum had a 90 percent reduction in instances of bullying. More than 25,000 
students across 42 schools participated in Shred Hate programming in the 2017-18 school year in Chicago, Colorado, Minneapolis and 
Washington, D.C. 
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Robin King, a restorative practices coordinator at Eastern Heights Elementary, praised the program for putting initiative upon the students to 
prevent bullying, rather than relying on teachers and supervisors. 
 
"I think, really, the kids are the tools and become the most powerful," King said. "We just facilitate the conversations. The kids are the people that 
come up with the ideas about how they're going to improve a child's life; how they're going to step up when they see something happening and 
how they are going to invite a person to be a part of their community." 
 
Former Major League outfielder and current vice president and special assistant to the Commissioner Billy Bean, who helped create the program, 
said Minneapolis was one of the three inaugural cities chosen to host the program last summer because the X Games were taking place there. He 
hopes to see the program continue to grow and eventually expand to all 30 Major League cities, as well as see the No Bully curriculum be 
implemented in schools within those cities. 
 
"It's just a great celebration that they can meet someone like Byron and get close and personal," Bean said. "It's a day of celebration for the work 
that has been going on for the past few weeks." 
 
 
 
Lance Lynn's pitching, timely hitting boost Twins past Tigers 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune| May 23, 2018 
 
After a hit batter and walk with two outs in the seventh inning Tuesday night, Twins manager Paul Molitor popped out of the dugout to remove 
starter Lance Lynn, who was seconds away from getting a standing ovation for his best outing of the season. 
 
That, however, was the last thing on his mind. 
 
“It felt good until the end,” Lynn grumbled. “When you hit a guy and walk a guy, it really puts a damper on a pretty good outing up until then.” 
 
And everyone on the mound — Molitor and the infielders who had assembled to congratulate him for a job well done — had to curb their 
enthusiasm. 
 
“I made sure I went up there and said I know you’re disappointed in that,’ ” second baseman Brian Dozier said, ‘‘but you threw a hell of a game.” 
 
Lynn yelled at himself as he left the mound. Yelled at himself as he reached his spot on the dugout bench. Yelled at the ground after that. 
 
If that’s how he likes to beat himself up — demanding more, striving to throw clean innings every outing — the Twins will gladly take his yelling 
every time he throws a shutout for nearly seven innings. They might have to cover their ears. 
 
Nevertheless, Lynn’s solid outing pushed the Twins to a 6-0 victory over the Detroit Tigers, allowing them to take the first two games of the 
three-game series at Target Field. They dealt Detroit their seventh shutout loss of the season and have held the Tigers to a .161 batting average in 
the series. 
 
Lynn, during his 6⅔ innings of shutout ball, limited the Tigers to five hits and one walk while striking out four. He lowered his season ERA from 
7.47 to 6.34. 
 
And coming off Jose Berrios’ eight innings in Monday’s 4-2 victory, it’s the first time all season the Twins have had consecutive starts of at least 
6⅔ innings from their rotation. 
 
 
VideoVideo (01:10): Lance Lynn wanted to end his night on a high note, but lamented mistakes to two batters in the seventh inning 
Molitor was most impressed with Lynn on a night in which a few players provided competition. Dozier hit two opposite-field doubles while 
driving in three runs. Ehire Adrianza also hit two doubles and drove in two runs. Byron Buxton added an RBI single and scored twice. 
 
The game was scoreless until the fifth when Tigers starter Matthew Boyd left because of a left oblique spasm after walking the first two batters of 
the inning. The Twins immediately jumped on his replacement, Warwick Saupold, and scored three runs, including two on Dozier’s double. The 
Twins collected three doubles in the seventh, adding on three more runs. 
 
It made the Lynn’s work hold up for his second victory in six decisions. 
 
“Hopefully that righted the ship,” Lynn said, “and now I can get it going the right direction the rest of the year.” 
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Twins' roster makeup might remain in flux for a few days 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune| May 23, 2018 
 
The addition of outfielder Ryan LaMarre gives the Twins 13 position players and 12 pitchers, a roster mix they haven’t carried since the 
beginning of the season. 
 
Most teams carry 13 pitchers, and this arrangement is not expected to last long. In fact, it might not last past Thursday’s scheduled off day before 
the Twins open a three-game road trip at Seattle this weekend. Expect the Twins to light up the transaction wire between the end of Wednesday’s 
series finale against Detroit and Friday’s game at Safeco Field. 
 
“Things can be a little bit volatile in terms of the roster,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said, “but, in the short term, getting Ryan up here seemed 
to make a lot of sense.” 
 
Molitor explained that Jose Berrios pitching eight innings in Monday’s 4-2 victory over the Tigers saved the bullpen and allows them to carry one 
fewer reliever for a couple games. So LaMarre received an 11 p.m. call Monday to head to the Twin Cities. He hopped on a plane from Lehigh 
Valley (Penn.) International Airport around 6:30 a.m., changed planes in Detroit and was in Tuesday’s starting lineup as the right fielder. 
 
The Twins also are in a stretch in which they are facing several lefthanded starters — Seattle ace James Paxton is waiting for them Friday — and 
LaMarre’s righthanded stick can help balance out the batting order. 
 
“We thought that with [Berrios’] long start, our pen would be OK with seven [relievers] for the next couple of days,” Molitor said, “and, maybe, 
coming off of the off day, we are going to have some moves to make.” 
 
In an ideal world, the Twins would give Miguel Sano more time to get his bat sharp during his minor league rehabilitation assignment at Class 
AAA Rochester, but he could return and be activated in time for the Seattle series. He’s scheduled to play nine innings at third base Wednesday 
for the Red Wings. 
 
Starter Trevor May pitched against Lehigh Valley on Tuesday and is scheduled to pitch Sunday, where he will go six innings or 90 pitches. But 
the Twins might call up a reliever — Alan Busenitz is a possibility. 
 
Santana schedule 
 
Ervin Santana’s outing in Fort Myers was rained out Monday, so he headed for Class AA Chattanooga to pitch Wednesday. That will start the 30-
day clock on his minor league rehabilitation stint. 
 
“I don’t know how much of a difference it is going to make in the long run,” Molitor said of the delay. “Maybe how he gets slotted in when he is 
ready, a day or a game or something like that. I’m not sure how much we are going to want him to pitch before we feel he’s ready as far as outings 
down there. We will see how it goes.” 
 
After Santana pitches, he’ll return to Fort Myers, Fla., for some extra work, then make his next start for Class AAA Rochester on Monday. 
 
Could Santana be activated after only two minor league rehab starts? 
 
“Only if we were pretty high in need,” Molitor said. 
 
Mauer update 
 
Molitor said first baseman Joe Mauer made some progress as he recovers from a cervical strain and the concussion symptoms that came with it. 
 
“Joe was here [Tuesday],” Molitor said. “The neck is showing a little bit of response to treatment, as far as the tenderness. And some of the other 
[symptoms] … seem to be lessening to some degree, so that’s encouraging.” 
 
Etc. 
 
• Shortstop Nick Gordon was promoted to Class AAA Rochester after batting .333 with five home runs and 20 RBI in 42 games for Class AA 
Chattanooga. 
 
• The Twins acquired slugger Chris Carter from the Angels for cash. Carter has been in Class AAA Salt Lake, where he batted .255 with 13 
homers and 43 RBI in 38 games. He will be assigned to Class AAA Rochester. 
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Twins swing minor league deal for Chris Carter 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune| May 23, 2018 
 
The Twins have acquired slugger Chris Carter from the Angels for cash considerations, the club has announced. 
 
Carter, 31, did not make the Angels out of spring training and has spent the season at Class AAA Salt Lake, where he batted .255 with 13 homers 
and 43 RBI in 38 games. He will be assigned to Class AAA Rochester. 
 
This is the same Chris Carter who belted a league-high 41 home runs with Milwaukee in 2016 while batting .222 with 206 strikeouts. He appeared 
in only 62 games with the Yankees last season, batting .201 with eight home runs and 26 RBI. 
 
Carter, who can play first base and some outfield, will provide Rochester some pop in the lineup, and he could be an option for the Twins as the 
season progresses. 
 
 
 
Dozier, Molitor get explanation of what interference is 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune| May 22, 2018 
 
The top of the fifth inning on Tuesday provided a tutorial on what is - or what is not - interference. 
 
With Jacoby Jones on first base, Jose Iglesias hit a grounder toward second baseman Brian Dozier. As Dozier fielded the ball, Jones made contact 
with Dozier while running to second. 
 
"Knee, arm and everything," Dozier said. 
 
Dozier threw to first, just in time to get Iglesias. Molitor ran out to argue with second base umpire Quinn Wolcott that Dozier was interfered with 
and that Jones should be out. Meanwhile, Tigers manager Ron Gardenhire wanted the play at first reviewed - and it looked like Iglesias could 
have been called safe. 
 
The called stood at first. As for interference, Dozier and Wolcott chatted over the next couple of innings about it. 
 
"I always thought that the rule stated that if you come in contact with someone its a dead ball out," Dozier said. "The rule actually states that if it 
impedes me from making a play...and I learned that tonight from Quinn, the second base umpire. I'm glad we got the guy out at first base." 
 
Next time, Dozier should flop. 
 
It would have been interesting if the Iglesias play would have been overturned. I think Molitor would have gotten ejected because his interference 
argument would have been much louder. 
 
 
 
Tuesday's Twins-Detroit game recap 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune| May 22, 2018 
 
GAME RECAP 
 
IMPACT PLAYER 
 
Lance Lynn, Twins 
 
The righthander tossed 6 2/3 innings of shutout ball, giving up five hits and one walk. 
 
BY THE NUMBERS 
 
5 outings this season in which Lynn has not given up a home run 
 
21 pitches seen by Detroit’s James McCann in three plate appearances against Lynn 
 
12-8 record for Twins in May 
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ON DECK 
 
Tigers righthander Michael Fulmer is 3-0 with a 3.50 ERA in his career against the Twins as the teams wrap up a three-game series. Righthander 
Kyle Gibson will start for the Twins. 
 
 
 
Twins to carry 12 pitchers, for now, with Ryan LaMarre's return 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune| May 22, 2018 
 
The Twins roster now has an Opening Day look to it. 
 
You know, the Twins start the season with 12 pitchers and vow to stick with that arrangement because having a three-man bench limits their 
flexibility. Then a week or two into the season, the Twins have to shift to 13 pitchers. 
 
 
On Monday, the Twins designated Phil Hughes (pictured) for assignment and called up outfielder Ryan LaMarre to replace him. The Twins now 
have six outfielders, five infielders, two catchers and 12 pitchers. 
 
One of the questions for manager Paul Molitor today will be how long does he plan to stick with this arrangement. LaMarre gives him an option 
to start against lefthanded pitchers, and the Twins are in the middle of a run during which they'll run into a few lefties. I don't think this will last 
very long. 
 
We'll get the now-daily updates on Miguel Sano and Ervin Santana and see how Joe Mauer is recovering from his neck strain and concussion 
symptoms. 
 
I have no inside info here. But I'm wondering how this affects his decision to play after this year. You have to be able to dive for balls, right? You 
can't dive for balls worrying about cervical strains and concussion symptoms, right? This has to be concerning. 
 
 
 
 
Twins part with Phil Hughes despite owing him more than $22 million; LaMarre recalled 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | May 22, 2018 
 
The lingering uncertainty over Phil Hughes' role on the Twins is finally over. There isn't one. 
 
The veteran righthander, who hoped to capture a spot in the starting rotation during spring training, then tried to fill a vague, undefined bullpen 
role when that didn't work, was designated for assignment following Monday's game, a reluctant acknowledgement by the Twins that they can 
wait no longer to figure out how to use him. 
 
"When we moved him to the pen, we were looking for opportunities to have him work his way back. And it became challenging," Twins manager 
Paul Molitor said after breaking the news, along with Chief Baseball Officer Derek Falvey and General Manager Thad Levine, to the 31-year-old. 
"We played so many close games, I haven't had a big opportunity [to use him], and I apologized to him for that." 
 
The Twins filled Hughes' roster spot by recalling outfielder Ryan LaMarre from Class AAA Rochester. LaMarre hit .324 with three RBI in two 
earlier stints with the Twins, and hit .371 at Rochester. 
 
Cutting ties with Hughes, who received Cy Young Award votes for his strong first season with the Twins in 2014, is an uncharacteristically costly 
move for the team. 
 
With a guaranteed salary of $13.2 million, Hughes earns more than any Twin except Joe Mauer ($23 million) and Ervin Santana ($13.5 million) 
— and he is guaranteed $13.2 million next year, too, under a five-year, $58 million contract extension he signed before the 2015 season. Molitor 
said Falvey and Levine discussed the move with Twins owner Jim Pohlad. 
 
 Hughes 
  
Hughes 
Hughes pitched 209⅓ innings in 2014, after signing as a free agent from the Yankees, and he posted a 3.52 ERA while famously declining an 
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opportunity to pitch on the season's final day to record one out and collect a $500,000 incentive for reaching 210 innings. 
 
Thanks in large part to injuries, however, Hughes has pitched only 280 innings in the four seasons since. He suffered a back injury, fractured a 
femur, and in 2016 underwent surgery to treat thoracic outlet syndrome — a condition in which the arteries in his pitching shoulder were 
compressed by his ribs and collarbone — then had another surgery a year later to address a recurrence of his symptoms. 
 
When he finally returned this spring, his fastball velocity had declined to roughly 88-90 mph, and he lasted less than four innings in his only two 
starts. 
 
"He's worked really hard. He's been through a lot, physically. He's had to endure a lot of rehabs," Molitor said. "I thanked him for the effort that 
he's given me, and the time he's taken the ball, and I hope something happens in a positive fashion for him." 
 
The Twins have seven days to trade Hughes or place him on release waivers, allowing a team to claim him — unlikely, since it would mean 
assuming the roughly $22 million he is still owed — or making him a free agent. 
 
"Baseball can be a harsh and humbling game," Hughes tweeted (@pjhughes45). "Respect to the Twins organization and fans for always treating 
me so incredibly well. Will miss you guys." 
 
Injury updates 
 
• Miguel Sano (strained hamstring) was the designated hitter for Class AAA Rochester in a 6-2 loss at Lehigh Valley on Monday, going 1-for-4. 
He will play third base Tuesday and Wednesday, and the Twins said they will decide if he is ready to return after that. And then? "We haven't 
made any decisions about [his] return," Molitor said of Sano, out since April 27 because of a strained hamstring. "We're going to take the 
information as it comes in the next couple of days." 
 
That could mean Sano rejoins the Twins this weekend in Seattle. 
 
"The news on the leg has been good," Molitor said. "He was going to get out before the game to do a little extra baserunning, because he hasn't 
been on base a ton yet." 
 
• Ervin Santana was supposed to pitch in a game for the first time this year Monday, but rain in Fort Myers, Fla., canceled the extended spring 
training session. So the All-Star righthander will fly to Chattanooga, Tenn., on Tuesday and start Wednesday for the Class AA Lookouts. 
 
• After staying home all weekend to allow his concussion-like symptoms to subside, Joe Mauer returned to Target Field on Monday for treatment 
on his sore neck and another couple of tests. Has his sensitivity to light, which returned late last week, and balance issues gone away? "He's doing 
a little better," Molitor said. 
 
 
 
 
Lance Lynn, Brian Dozier lead Twins to 6-0 win over Detroit Tigers 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | May 22, 2018 
 
Lance Lynn walked off the mound in frustration again Tuesday night, head down and angry with himself for being unable to get the third out. 
 
More of the same for the struggling right-hander? Hardly. 
 
Seemingly oblivious to the warmest cheers he’d heard yet at Target Field, Lynn continued to mutter to himself from the dugout as Ryan Pressly 
struck out pinch hitter Mikie Mahtook with a vicious curveball to end the seventh-inning threat. 
 
With that, the Twins were on their way to a 6-0 win over the Detroit Tigers and Lynn (2-4) would soon have his first home victory since signing 
with the Twins 17 days before Opening Day. 
 
“I made sure I ran up there and I said, ‘I know you’re disappointed with that, but you threw the heck out of the ball,’ “ Twins second baseman 
Brian Dozier said after doubling twice to drive in three runs. “I love it. We get it. He threw a great game, but Lance competes. Even if it had been 
8 2/3 (innings), he wanted to finish because he’s a competitor.” 
 
After taking their third straight win and improving to 7-2 against fellow members of the American League Central, the Twins will go for their first 
three-game sweep of the year on Wednesday afternoon. The combined seven-hit shutout was their fifth, one behind the AL lead of the Houston 
Astros, reigning World Series champions. 
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Lowering his earned run average by 15 percent — from 7.47 to 6.34 — Lynn worked 6 2/3 scoreless innings with just one walk. That came on 
four pitches to his final batter of the night, Jose Iglesias, and immediately followed a plunking of Jacoby Jones with a curveball. 
 
“It felt good until the end,” Lynn said. “When you hit a guy and walk a guy, it really puts a damper on a pretty good outing. There’s still work to 
do. It’s not as good as it can be, but it’s a lot better than it’s been, so that’s good.” 
 
 
Lynn entered with a nine-inning walk rate of 6.99, second-highest among the 138 pitchers with at least 30 innings. This time he went to three-ball 
counts just twice in the first six innings, fell behind 2-0 just five times and managed to work through a whopping 28 foul balls and a fielding error 
the third. 
 
Even after the Twins broke a scoreless tie with a three-run inning that included an injury-related pitching change, Lynn was up to the task. He 
came back with a four-pitch sixth, extending his run of first-pitch strikes to 15 of 20 batters. 
 
Lynn tailed off from there to finish at 16 of 26, but it was a reminder of how his fastball-heavy arsenal plays when he’s getting ahead. 
 
Through his first eight starts, he had held opposing hitters to a .263 average with a .751 combined on-base/slugging percentage after 0-1. When 
falling behind 1-0, he had allowed a .357 batting average and a glaring 1.163 OPS. 
 
Through four home starts, Lynn has a 4.12 ERA compared to 8.14 in five starts on the road. 
 
“I’m not worried about showing anybody anything; I know what I can do,” Lynn said. “Hopefully that righted the ship, and I can get it going the 
right direction the rest of the year.” 
 
Ehire Adrianza had been 1 for 19 with runners in scoring position before doubling to the wall in right center to drive in the game’s first run in the 
fifth. That came after Matthew Boyd issued back-to-back walks to start the inning before departing with a left oblique spasm. 
 
Two batters later, Dozier snapped out of a 4-for-36 slide with a two-run double into the right-field corner. Both run-scoring hits came off Aussie 
reliever Warwick Saupold, who has now allowed a .355 batting average (11 for 31) against the Twins. 
 
Adrianza and Dozier added RBI doubles to key a three-run seventh that included Byron Buxton’s line single on an 0-2 count to score another run. 
Dozier had been 6 for 37 (.162) in the clutch. 
 
Dozier’s breakout followed a fifth-inning play in which Jones crossed in front of him and made contact with Dozier’s right leg as he tried to field 
a slow roller from Iglesias. Twins manager Paul Molitor came out to argue for interference with second-base umpire Quinn Wolcott. 
 
While that argument went nowhere, a Tigers’ replay challenge of the out call at first was denied after 68 seconds. 
 
“If they had overturned that call at first base,” Molitor said with a slight smile, “we might have had a little more action.” 
 
 
 
Phil Hughes takes the high road as he leaves the Twins 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | May 22, 2018 
 
Hours after learning he would be designated for assignment or release, Phil Hughes, as he always has, took the high road. 

“Baseball can be a harsh and humbling game,” the 31-year-old right-hander posted via his Twitter account. “Respect to the Twins organization 
and fans for always treating me so incredibly well. Will miss you guys.” 

Hughes, who prides himself on a strong emoji game, added a heart at the end of his tweet. 

Despite the fact his team still owes Hughes nearly $22.6 million through 2019, Twins president Dave St. Peter responded to Hughes’ tweet with 
some kind words of his own. 

“Grateful that (Hughes) has been part of the Twins family,” St. Peter tweeted. “Through good times and challenging times — Phil has ALWAYS 
been the consummate pro, a great teammate and committed to this community. Wishing him all the best. #ClassDude #GoBolts” 

That last hashtag was a reference to Hughes’ beloved Tampa Bay Lightning, which lost 3-0 in Washington on his final night with the Twins to 
force a deciding Game 7 in the Eastern Conference finals of the NHL playoffs. 
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Twins right-hander Kyle Gibson said he texted Hughes on Monday night and “thanked him for everything.” 

Hughes was always a “guy I leaned on a lot,” Gibson said, “whether it was pitching in September, bullpens in between or anything else up here. I 
commend him for working really hard to get back.” 

Hughes outpitched his original three-year, $24 million deal with ease, even bypassing a chance at a $500,000 bonus when he fell one out shy of 
210 innings in 2014. Acccording to Fangraphs.com, Hughes produced 5.9 Wins Above Replacement that year; Baseball-Reference.com had him 
at 5.4. 

The trouble came when the Twins reworked his original deal and signed him to a three-year, $42 million extension in December 2014. That deal 
came days after the Twins signed Ervin Santana to a four-year, $55 million deal that carried a $13.75 million average annual value. 

It was no accident that Hughes’ extension clocked in with an AAV of $14 million — still a club record for a pitcher. 

Over parts of five seasons, including the past two shortened by injury, Hughes has produced 7.1 WAR via Fangraphs and 5.4 WAR via Baseball-
Reference. Using the $8 million per WAR multiplier, that means Hughes provided somewhere between $43.2 million and $56.8 million of value 
to the Twins during his tenure. 

The Twins also recouped an unspecified portion of their outlay to Hughes in 2016 and 2017 through an insurance policy, according to multiple 
sources familiar with the matter. 

 

 GORDON PROMOTED 

Shortstop prospect Nick Gordon, the fifth overall pick in the 2014 draft, was promoted to Triple-A Rochester after repeating the Southern League 
to start the year. 

Gordon, 22, was fourth in the league in hitting (.333) and had park-adjusted production that ranked eighth, 51 percent above league average. 
Gordon had cut his strikeout rate to a career-best 14.9 percent while increasing his flyball rate to 31.7 percent, but his batting average on balls in 
play was a whopping .366. 

 

One note of concern: Gordon’s walk rate had dropped to 6.1 percent, down from 9.2 percent at the same level for the Chattanooga Lookouts last 
year. 

“That dude’s on fire right now,” said a rival scout who saw Gordon recently. “He’s way ready to be out of there. He’s been putting together big-
league at-bats, spitting on good pitches, seeing it out of the hand. He’s locked in.” 

 

MAUER UPDATE 

First baseman Joe Mauer was at Target Field for a second straight day for treatment on his strained neck. 

“The neck has shown a little bit of response to treatment as far as the tenderness,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said, “and some of the other 
(concussion-like) things that are concerning seem to be lessening to some degree, so that’s encouraging,” 

Mauer won’t be eligible to rejoin the team until May 29, the middle game of a three-game series in Kansas City. 

 

CARTER ACQUIRED 

Since leading the National League with 41 homers 2016, first baseman Chris Carter has struggled to get big-league opportunities. Perhaps the 
Twins will be the team that gives him another shot after acquiring him from the Los Angeles Angels in a minor-league deal on Tuesday. 

Carter, 31, was acquired for cash considerations after slugging .600 over 168 plate appearances for Triple-A Salt Lake City this season. Carter’s 
minor-league deal calls for him to earn $1.75 million in the majors with up to $600,000 in additional incentives. 

At 6-foot-4 and 245 pounds, Carter has slugged .456 across parts of eight big-league seasons but he’s also struck out in 33 percent of his plate 
appearances. 
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REHAB ROAD 

Ervin Santana is scheduled to throw four innings or 60 pitches on Wednesday for Chattanooga. He will then return to Fort Myers for his between-
starts work before throwing five innings or 75 pitches on May 28 for Rochester. 

Molitor suggested the Twins would be unlikely to return Santana (finger) from his rehab assignment until after he’s thrown at least 90 pitches in 
the minors; that would put Santana on track to return June 7 at home against the last-place Chicago White Sox as opposed to June 2 against 
division-leading Cleveland. 

“You’re always looking at the schedule, but I don’t underestimate any opponent,” Molitor said. “That might be part of the equation but not a very 
big one.” 

 

BRIEFLY 

Miguel Sano went 3 for 4 with a long two-run homer for his first extra-base hit in four rehab games at Rochester. He played seven innings at third 
base. 

Right-hander Trevor May worked five innings on 68 pitches Tuesday in his second start for Rochester. May, who allowed three earned runs 
(including a Trevor Plouffe homer), could push out to 90 pitches on Sunday for the Red Wings and would then be eligible to come off the 60-day 
disabled list. 

Lefty Adalberto Mejia (blister) came off the disabled list at Rochester after being limited to nine innings on the year, and none since April 25. 
Mejia, who made 21 starts last year for the Twins, had posted a 6.00 ERA while battling conditioning issues. 

Double-A lefty Tyler Jay, the sixth-overall draft pick in 2015, had allowed 10 hits over his past four relief outings (five innings). His season ERA 
is 1.93, but his groundball rate had plummeted to 34 percent along with a nine-inning strikeout rate of 5.79. As a starter at Class A Fort Myers in 
2016, those figures were 48 percent and 8.78 strikeouts per nine. 

 

What do we make of Twins trading for former NL home run leader Chris Carter? 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | May 22, 2018 
 
The Twins have added a guy who once led the National League in home runs, Chris Carter, according to the team’s transaction log. It’s a slightly 
surprising move that signals a few things about where he Twins are at right now. 
 
First, the details. The Twins sent cash to the Angels in exchange for Carter, who was playing in Triple-A in Anaheim’s system. Carter’s salary 
this year, if he reaches the Majors, is $1.75 million, with the possibility of earning another $600,000 in incentives, according to Baseball 
Prospectus. 
 
That shows a willingness from the front office to improve the team and spend money in the process. But we already knew they weren’t too 
worried about money, because one day earlier they DFA’d Phil Hughes despite the fact that he’s still owed more than $20 million. 
 
This year Carter is batting .255/.333/.600 with 13 home runs in 145 at-bats. It’s worth noting that the Angels’ Triple-A affiliate plays in the 
Pacific Coast League, a traditionally offense-heavy environment. 
 
Carter led the N.L. in 2016 with 41 homers for the Milwaukee Brewers. But the Brewers cut him loose and then so did the Yankees and A’s. He’s 
performed well in the minors with the Angels, and it’s not as if that club has a lot of room at first base and DH. 
 
Which brings us to a few things we could read into this move… 
 
–Joe Mauer’s return date appears uncertain. 
 
Why else would now be the time to add a DH who can play first base? The Twins already have Logan Morrison, and it looks like he’s pretty 
secure as the first baseman for now. That leaves the DH to a rotating cast of characters, including Robbie Grossman and recently Jake Cave. 
Carter could provide another option at DH, at least in theory. 
 
Even if Carter isn’t a starting option at any time soon, his presense in the minor leagues gives the Twins another option to call up as a bench bat. 
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–The Twins feel like they need another bat. 
 
Carter is more known for his bat than his glove. He’s a home run hitter with a career 33% strikeout rate in the big leagues. 
 
The Twins called up Ryan LaMarre to take the roster spot vacated when Hughes was DFA’d. So that says to me that they were looking for 
another hitter. And even with LaMarre’s addition, they currently are counting on a lot of back-up plans, and I would consider 6 of their 13 
position players unproven at the plate. 
 
–They’re not counting on Kennys Vargas any time soon. 
 
Vargas was taken off the 40-man roster earlier this year. He’s hitting .211/.312/.293 with 3 home runs in 133 at-bats with Triple-A Rochester. 
Add in the fact that Vargas isn’t a particularly good fielder at first base and it appears that it’s a long road back to the Majors. 
 
In fact, Carter’s minor league acquisition probably says more about Vargas than any other Twins player. 
 
–Can Carter’s journey teach Sano a lesson? 
 
This is admittedly a crackpot conspiracy theory. Maybe Miguel Sano, playing in the same minor league lineup as Carter, will learn a lesson by 
osmosis. Carter led the N.L. in home runs and two years later he’s bounced around to a handful of organizations. 
 
All things considered, Sano is a superior hitter. But you can squint and see some similarities. 
 
Carter is an all-or-nothing slugger that strikes out a lot and doesn’t seem to add a lot of value outside of his bat. 
 
Sano will hit home runs. He’ll draw his walks. He’s also struck out in 40% of his plate appearances this year and I think he’s taken a step back 
defensively as he’s gained weight in his mid-20’s. 
 
There’s probably nothing to this angle other than column-fodder entertainment. By now Sano should be well aware that simply hitting home runs 
won’t be enough to make him a superstar in the game. Look no further than his new teammate with the Red Wings. 
 
 
 
Lynn’s smooth start guides Twins to shutout win 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | May 22, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — Lance Lynn walked off the mound in frustration Tuesday, despite his most efficient outing for the Minnesota Twins. 
 
After pitching well for a season-high 6 2/3 innings, hitting a batter and walking another to end his night left a sour taste in the right-hander’s 
mouth. 
 
Brian Dozier drove in three runs with a pair of doubles to back Lynn, and Minnesota cruised to a 6-0 victory over the Detroit Tigers. 
 
Lynn (2-4) lowered his jumbo ERA from 7.47 to 6.34 in his ninth start of the year, striking out four and walking one while giving up five hits. 
 
“It felt good until the end,” Lynn said. “When you hit a guy and walk a guy, it really puts a damper on a pretty good outing up until then. There’s 
still work to do. It’s not as good as it can be, but it’s a lot better than it’s been.” 
 
Dozier’s two-run liner capped a three-run fifth for the Twins, who won their third straight game. Ehire Adrianza added a pair of RBI doubles. 
 
Detroit starter Matt Boyd (2-4) left with a left oblique spasm after walking his first two batters in the fifth. Pitching coach Chris Bosio visited the 
mound and immediately called for manager Ron Gardenhire and an athletic trainer. 
 
“In between, there was something, a little spasm,” Boyd said. “I wasn’t getting through it and they saw something. I didn’t really feel any 
different outside of the spasm. I felt the spasm and that’s it. Just playing it safe.” 
 
Boyd gave up two runs, one hit and a season-high four walks. 
 
The Tigers were 0 for 6 with runners in scoring position and have scored 13 runs while losing six of their past seven games. 
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“Sure, you get behind a little bit, I think everybody’s starting to press a little bit,” Gardenhire said. “This has been a long stretch of baseball 
games. We’ve just got to grind through it. There wasn’t as much enthusiasm on the bench, and that’s my fault. I was kind of sitting there figuring 
out how we were going to get through it. I went and told those guys tonight, `We’ll bring it tomorrow.'” 
 
Lynn entered with an average of seven walks per nine innings this season, more than double his career mark coming into the year. 
 
He stranded four runners over the first three innings, getting a pair of double plays. He retired 12 of 14 at one point but left after hitting Jacoby 
Jones with a pitch and walking Jose Iglesias in the seventh. Ryan Pressly struck out pinch-hitter Mikie Mahtook to end the inning. 
 
“He threw a lot of strikes,” Minnesota manager Paul Molitor said of Lynn. “I know he wasn’t happy to walk his last hitter of the night, but overall, 
again, he protected the bullpen. Scoreless game for a while, but he kept putting zeros up for us and gave us a chance.” 
 
DOZIER’S WORK 
 
Dozier’s big night was a good sign for the struggling leadoff hitter. He entered with four hits in his last 33 at-bats (.121 average) with one RBI in 
nine games. Dozier had been taking extra batting practice in recent days. 
 
“During the course of the year you get out of sync and stuff; just a couple things to get back to locked in and feeling good for a little while now,” 
he said. 
 
MINOR MOVES 
 
Tigers: Detroit signed LHP Kevin Chapman and assigned him to Triple-A Toledo. Chapman, who last pitched in the majors in 2016 for Houston, 
was playing in an independent league with the New Britain Bees. 
 
Twins: Minnesota recalled OF Ryan LaMarre from Triple-A Rochester to take the spot that opened when RHP Phil Hughes was designated for 
assignment. LaMarre has hit .314 in 21 games with the Twins this season. … The Twins acquired 1B Chris Carter from the Los Angeles Angels 
for cash. Carter, who led the National League with 41 home runs in 2016, was hitting .255 with 13 homers in 38 games at Triple-A Salt Lake and 
he’ll report to Triple-A Rochester. 
 
TRAINER’S ROOM 
 
Tigers: 3B Jeimer Candelario is heading to Toledo to begin a rehab assignment. Candelario has taken batting practice before games as he makes 
his way back from left wrist tendinitis. He could join Detroit this weekend against the White Sox. … 1B Miguel Cabrera continues to take 
pregame batting practice but there is no timetable for his return or a potential rehab assignment. 
 
Twins: Molitor said 1B Joe Mauer had a good day as he deals with a neck strain and concussion-like symptoms. Mauer will do some light 
exercise on Wednesday. … 3B Miguel Sano homered in a rehab start for Triple-A Rochester. Sano could rejoin the team Friday in Seattle. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Detroit RHP Michael Fulmer (1-3, 4.35 ERA) stars the series finale, with Minnesota sending RHP Kyle Gibson (1-2, 3.96) to the mound. Fulmer 
allowed three runs over 6 1/3 innings in a no-decision against the Mariners last time out. Gibson lost his last start after giving up five runs in 5 1/3 
innings at home against Milwaukee 
 
 
 
Twins acquire veteran slugger Chris Carter in minor-league trade 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | May 22, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — The Minnesota Twins acquired first baseman Chris Carter from the Los Angeles Angels for cash considerations in a minor-
league trade on Tuesday. 
 
The 31-year-old was hitting .255 with 13 home runs and 43 RBIs in 38 games for Triple-A Salt Lake this season. He will join Minnesota’s Triple-
A affiliate, the Rochester Red Wings. 
 
Carter, who led the National League with 41 home runs in 2016, last played in the majors on July 4, 2017 for the New York Yankees. He hit .201 
with eight homers in 62 games for New York. 
 
The Twins lost first baseman Joe Mauer to the disabled list last weekend with a neck strain and concussion-like symptoms. Regular designated 
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hitter Logan Morrison has started the past four games at first base. 
 
 
 
Preview: Twins vs. Tigers 
STATS | Fox Sports North | May 23, 2018 
 
Kyle Gibson returns to the mound as the Minnesota Twins look to extend their winning streak to four games and go for their third sweep of the 
season when they face the Tigers on Wednesday afternoon at Target Field. 
 
Gibson was roughed up his last time out. He gave up five runs on eight hits and four walks with a pair of home runs and struck out five in an 8-3 
loss Friday. 
 
“Unfortunately the home runs got to me,” Gibson said after Milwaukee bumped his ERA from 3.43 to 3.96. “I’ve been doing a better job this year 
trying to avoid those and keep the ball in the park, and the story of the night is home runs and walks.” 
 
Gibson is 6-7 with a 5.59 ERA in 16 starts versus Detroit. 
 
The Twins have been active on the transaction wire over the last 24 hours. They signed 31-year-old first baseman Chris Carter in a deal with the 
Angels on Tuesday night, assigning him to Triple-A Rochester. Earlier in the day, recalled outfielder Ryan LaMarre from Rochester after 
designating right-hander Phil Hughes for assignment. 
 
Hughes had a 6.75 ERA through 12 innings this season. He began the year in the starting rotation but was moved to the bullpen after two 
unimpressive starts as he struggled to recover from rib surgery. 
 
“He’s worked really hard. He’s been through a lot physically. He’s had to endure a lot of rehabs. We probably saw him at his best his first year 
over here. It’s been a tough road for him since then,” manager Paul Molitor said. “I thanked him for the effort that he’s given me and the times 
he’s taken the ball, and I hope something happens in a positive fashion for him moving forward.” 
 
The Tigers are hoping that right-hander Michael Fulmer (1-3, 4.35) reverts to form against the Twins, who have never beaten him in three career 
meetings. 
 
He’s allowed nine earned runs over 10 2/3 innings in his last two starts, both of which came against the Mariners. 
 
Fulmer got off to a good start his last time out, allowing only two baserunners over his first six innings, but walked two batters to open the seventh 
and was done after allowing a two-run single later in the inning. 
 
“I just can’t seem to figure it out right now,” Fulmer said. “All the work I’ve put in, you see glimpses of it and it just falls apart. (That) loss is on 
me, for sure, because you can’t walk two guys in an inning — leadoff guys. I was the one that started the rally. Just happens another ground ball 
got through the middle. Just frustrates you.” 
 
He’s put in extra effort during his between-starts bullpen sessions, hoping to straighten out any kinks in his delivery. 
 
“Usually by now I would have shaved my beard or got a haircut, or something,” Fulmer said. “But I can’t really be frustrated because I feel like 
my stuff is still there. I know it is. The ball is moving the way I want it to. I’m just not commanding the ball in the zone the way I want to. 
 
“I know I can do it. It’s just a matter of time. It only takes one good outing.” 
 
 
 
Lance Lynn strikes back with his best start of 2018 as Twins win third straight 
Chad Graff | The Athletic | May 16, 2018 
 
Lance Lynn handed the ball to manager Paul Molitor 20 outs into a scoreless outing and barely made it off the mound before he yelled into his 
glove. Lynn paid little attention to the rising applause from a Target Field crowd appreciative of the right-handed pitcher’s best start of the season, 
one they hope will help turn around a tough first two months for Lynn, and one that provided the Twins a third straight win thanks to their 6-0 
victory Tuesday over the Detroit Tigers. 
 
Lynn mostly ignored the ovation though and tossed his glove across the dugout in frustration when he finally made it there, upset he wasn’t able 
to close out the seventh inning — disregarding, in those moments, the clean 6 2/3 innings he tossed before that. 
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Even if Lynn’s immediate reaction didn’t show it, Tuesday was an example of how the Twins (now 21-23) thought things would go when they 
made Lynn a late addition to the team with a one-year, $12 million contract while spring training was already underway. 
 
He was supposed to help be a stopgap while Ervin Santana missed the first couple months of the season, then be a strong depth piece when he 
returned. Instead, Lynn’s first six weeks were a disaster that left fans frustrated, feeling like the 31-year-old was a wasted addition. 
 
But on Tuesday, Lynn showed glimpses of the pitcher that recorded a 3.03 ERA in 2015. If nothing else, it provided a template if Lynn is going to 
put behind him the performances that sent him walking to the mound for the first pitch with a 7.47 ERA. 
 
A clean stat line Tuesday lowered Lynn’s ERA more than a full point (now 6.34) thanks to a scoreless performance that featured four strikeouts, 
five hits allowed, and only one walk, which came on the final batter he faced. His best outing of the season showed Lynn may be able to put 
behind him a brutal first six weeks. 
 
“I’m not worried about showing people anything,” Lynn said. “I know what I can do. Hopefully that righted the ship and now I can keep it going 
in the right direction.” 
 
Lynn entered Tuesday with 26 earned runs allowed in his last 28 1/3 innings, a byproduct of a penchant for allowing homers (1.4 per nine innings) 
and a lack of command (a startling seven walks per nine innings). 
 
But on Tuesday, those woes were gone, even if only for one May day. 
 
Five balls left Tigers bats with an exit velocity greater than 100 mph, but three of them were groundouts, including a helpful sixth-inning double 
play on Victor Martinez that cleared the bases after the inning’s leadoff batter singled. Lynn needed only four pitches to get through the sixth. 
 
A groundout led off the seventh and a foul out from James McCann left Lynn within an out of completing seven innings for the first time since 
Sept. 2, 2017, a span of 14 starts. But a curveball went awry on the next pitch and hit Jacoby Jones, leading to a mound visit. Four straight balls 
followed to José Iglesias, the Tigers’ No. 8 hitter, and so Molitor took the ball from his starter after 100 pitches with the Twins up 3-0 and the 
tying run coming to the plate. 
 
“He has to take me out. I hit a guy and walked a guy,” Lynn said. “When you’re rolling like that, you can’t give up free base runners. I went into 
the inning at 84 pitches, so you’ve got to get out of the seventh especially with a three-run lead.” 
 
Lynn’s success was aided by a strong start. He threw first-pitch strikes to 15 of the first 20 batters he faced, then survived with groundouts in the 
later innings when the Tigers hit him harder. 
 
“That’s a big part of what we preach here and all teams do with strike one and how valuable it can be,” Molitor said. “You’ve got an aggressive 
team over there that will swing, especially when they’re behind in the count, and he was able to take advantage of that.” 
 
With Santana set for a rehab start at Double-A Wednesday, Lynn’s best outing of the still-young season came at a fine time for him and raised 
hope that he may be able to return to the pitcher who came to the Twins with a career 3.38 ERA. 
 
“(Lynn) was probably the highlight of the game for me,” Molitor said. “There were a lot of good things that happened and a lot of contributions, 
but to see him go out there and put up the zeroes like we did (was great). We talked a lot about the command and control, which has been an issue 
for him, but that wasn’t a factor tonight. He threw a lot of strikes. I know he wasn’t happy to walk his last hitter of the night, but overall, he 
protected the bullpen. It was a scoreless game for a while, but he kept putting up zeroes and gave us a chance.” 
 
Lynn only allowed one runner to reach third base, but got out of the jam in the second inning by getting Iglesias to fly out to center, the start of 
Lynn’s best game in a Twins uniform. The Twins backed him up with three runs in the fifth inning, then three more in the seventh behind four 
straight hits from Max Kepler, Ehire Adrianza, Byron Buxton, and Brian Dozier. 
 
“There’s a lot of positives so you’ve got to build on the positives and don’t let the negatives creep back in,” Lynn said. “There’s some things to 
grow on. It was good to get back on even ground and now hopefully I can get going here.” 
 
In a move that could provide insurance in case Joe Mauer is out long-term, the Twins on Tuesday traded for home run hitter Chris Carter, a 
minor-league deal that sent cash considerations to the Los Angeles Angels. 
 
Carter led the National League with 41 home runs for the Milwaukee Brewers in 2016, but was cut after that and then bounced to three different 
organizations, ending up in the Angels’ minor-league system. He has a high 33 percent strikeout rate in the majors, but the 31-year-old has played 
four MLB seasons with at least 24 home runs. He will be assigned to the Twins’ Triple-A Rochester team, but has not been added to the 40-man 
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roster. He heads to Rochester after notching 13 home runs and 49 strikeouts in 145 at-bats with the Angels’ Triple-A team. 
 
Molitor said there’s not a direct connection to draw between Mauer’s injury status and the trade for Carter. Perhaps more than anything, the move 
adds depth to the Twins with Kennys Vargas, their minor-league power hitter, struggling at Triple-A. After a 0-for-3 performance Tuesday night, 
Vargas is hitting .211 with three home runs and 41 strikeouts in 133 at-bats this season. 
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