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1870-The Cincinnati Base Ball Club announces it will not hire any professional players for the 1871 season. Instead, they will 

develop amateur players, forcing the Red Stockings to bow out of the professional arena 

MLB.COM 
Rolen makes debut on Hall of Fame ballot 

 

By Mark Sheldon / MLB.com | @m_sheldon | November 20th, 2017 + 19 COMMENTS 

CINCINNATI -- The Reds had third baseman Scott Rolen in the final years of his career, when he was past his prime. However, did 

they have him in the final years of a Hall of Fame career? 

 

Rolen is eligible for consideration for the Hall of Fame for the first time as his name appeared on the 2018 ballot that was released 

on Monday. The induction announcement will be at 6 p.m. ET on Jan. 24 on MLB Network. No other former Reds are under 

consideration on this year's ballot. 

 

Voters from the Baseball Writers' Association of America will have plenty to mull over when considering Rolen's credentials. Over 

a 17-year career from 1996-2012 with the Phillies, Cardinals, Blue Jays and Reds, he slashed .281/.364/.490 with 316 home runs 

and 1,287 RBIs. He was a member of the Cardinals' 2006 World Series championship team. 

 

Rolen, who was the 1997 National League Rookie of the Year Award winner, was a seven-time All-Star and eight-time NL Gold 

Glove Award winner. He was viewed by many as the best defensive third baseman of his era. 

 

Although his basic numbers don't completely jump off of the page -- and he will likely be overshadowed by fellow first-timers on 

the ballot like Chipper Jones and Jim Thome -- Rolen's case will likely be made via a deeper dive. 

 

According to Jay Jaffe, author of the Cooperstown Casebook, which evaluated who should and shouldn't be in the Hall of Fame 

with his own JAWS ranking system, Rolen's case looks pretty good. 

Rolen, 42, has a lifetime WAR of 70.0 and a JAWS number of 56.8. Of the 13 third basemen in the Hall of Fame, the average WAR 

is 67.5 and JAWS is 55.2. 

 

It was an unexpected Trade Deadline deal that brought Rolen to the Reds on July 31, 2009. The move that sent third baseman Edwin 

Encarnacion and pitchers Josh Roenicke and Zach Stewart to Toronto came when the Reds were not contending. However, then-

general manager Walt Jocketty had Rolen with the Cardinals and valued his leadership. On a team with rising stars like Joey Votto 

and Jay Bruce, Rolen helped bring a culture change and a veteran presence to a team that hadn't experienced a winning season since 

'00. 

At the time of the trade, Encarnacion was a struggling player who was later claimed twice off of waivers before emerging as a 

superstar for Toronto and Cleveland. But that didn't diminish what Rolen meant to the Reds. During his time there, he went to a pair 

of All-Star Games and won a Gold Glove. He also battled injuries, mainly to his right shoulder, that limited him to less than 100 

games over both of his final two seasons. 

 

Cincinnati won NL Central Division titles with Rolen in 2010 and '12. He retired after the Reds were eliminated by the Giants in the 

'12 NL Division Series. 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. Follow him on 

Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball 

or its clubs. 

 

Reds add 6 players to 40-man roster 

Top 30 prospects Long, Siri, Blandino among those protected from Rule 5 Draft 

 

By Mark Sheldon / MLB.com | @m_sheldon | November 20th, 2017 + 9 COMMENTS 

CINCINNATI -- The Reds added six players to their 40-man roster to protect them from next month's Rule 5 Draft ahead of a 

deadline on Monday evening. 

 



Infielder Alex Blandino, second baseman Shed Long, outfielder Jose Siri and right-handed pitchers Jose Lopez, Jesus Reyes and 

Zack Weiss had their contracts selected. Blandino, Long and Siri are Top 30 prospects in the organization, according to 

MLBPipeline.com. 

 

The moves gave Cincinnati 39 players, and left space for one more addition. 

 

Players who signed at the age of 18 or younger become eligible for the Rule 5 Draft after five seasons. Those who were 19 or older 

have to be protected within four seasons. Any eligible player left off the roster becomes available to the other 29 teams in the Rule 5 

Draft on Dec. 14. 

 

A 12th-round pick by the Reds in the 2013 Draft, Long split last season at Class A Advanced Daytona and Double-A Pensacola. In 

the 104 games combined, he batted .281/.358/.477 with 16 home runs and 50 RBIs. MLBPipeline.com ranked the 22-year-old as the 

organization's No. 7 prospect. 

 

Siri, who was signed out of the Dominican Republic in 2013, batted .293/.341/.530 with 24 homers and 76 RBIs in 126 games with 

Class A Dayton. The 22-year-old is ranked as Cincinnati's 22nd-best prospect. 

 

The No. 25 prospect in the organization, Blandino rebounded from a poor 2016 season at the plate in Double-A. In 2017, the 25-

year-old batted .265/.382/.453 with 12 homers and 51 RBIs over 125 games combined with Pensacola and Triple-A Louisville. He 

was a first-round pick (29th overall) in the 2014 Draft. 

 

Lopez, 24, was a sixth-round pick in 2014 and split last season with Daytona and Pensacola. In 26 games (24 starts) he was 9-6 with 

a 2.57 ERA and a 1.11 WHIP, while tallying 147 strikeouts and 49 walks over 147 innings. 

 

Reyes was signed out of the Dominican Republic in 2015 and also split last season as a starter with Daytona and Pensacola. He was 

8-9 with a 3.60 ERA, a 1.32 WHIP, 47 walks and 111 strikeouts over 25 starts and 137 1/3 innings. 

 

A reliever, Weiss was in big league camp with the Reds in 2016 but missed the season because of right elbow surgery. In 34 

appearances in '17 with Daytona and Pensacola, he had a 2.63 ERA, 1.05 WHIP, 13 walks and 56 strikeouts in 41 innings. 

 

Two top 30 prospects were not protected Monday in first baseman Gavin LaValley (No. 20) and first baseman/outfielder Nick 

Longhi (No. 26). Also left unprotected were catchers Chad Tromp and Joe Hudson and right-handed pitcher Wyatt Strahan. 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. Follow him on 

Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball 

or its clubs. 

 

Borkowski, former Reds OF, dies at 91 

Ohio native also played for Cubs, Reds in six-year career 

 

By Manny Randhawa / MLB.com | November 20th, 2017 + 2 COMMENTS 

Bob Borkowski, an outfielder who played six seasons for the Cubs, Reds and Dodgers from 1950-55, passed away at the age of 91 

on Saturday. 

 

Borkowski was born in Dayton, Ohio, on Jan. 27, 1926. At 24, he made his Major League debut April 22, 1950, for the Cubs. His 

best season came in 1953, when he slashed .269/.328/.406 with seven home runs in 94 games for the Reds. 

 

Midway through the 1955 season, Borkowski was traded to the Dodgers, and was a member of the 1955 World Series championship 

club in Brooklyn. 

 

A visitation will be held at Newcomer Funeral Home, 4104 Needmore Drive in Dayton, on Friday at 7 p.m. ET. A Catholic mass 

and funeral will take place Saturday at 10 a.m., at St. Adalbert Catholic Church, 1509 Valley Street in Dayton. 

 

Manny Randhawa is a reporter for MLB.com based in Denver. Follow him on Twitter at @MannyOnMLB. This story was not 

subject to the approval of Major League Baseball or its clubs. 

 

Votto wins Best Player-Fan Interaction Award 

All-Star accepts honor on behalf of late Reds fan 'Superbubz' 

 

By Mark Sheldon / MLB.com | @m_sheldon | November 17th, 2017 + 193 COMMENTS 

CINCINNATI -- It was a dream moment for any baseball-loving child. A 6-year-old boy, Walter Herbert, was sitting in the front 

row of a Mets-Reds game on Aug. 31, and his favorite player, Joey Votto, hit a home run in the seventh inning of a 7-2 Reds win. 



 

But Votto didn't just hit a timely home run, he followed it up by giving Herbert a high-five and the jersey off his back. 

 

 Esurance MLB Awards 

2017 MLB Award winners 

• Best Play, Defense: Austin Jackson 

• Best Play, Offense: Nolan Arenado 

• Best Rookie: Aaron Judge 

• Best Pitcher: Corey Kluber 

• Best Defensive Player: Nolan Arenado 

• Best Executive: Jeff Luhnow 

• Best Fan Catch: Astros fan 

• Best Player-Fan Interaction: Joey Votto 

• Best Postseason Moment: Alex Bregman 

• Best Major Leaguer, Postseason: Jose Altuve & Justin Verlander 

• Best Manager: A.J. Hinch 

• Best Performance, Single Game: Anthony Rendon 

• Best Call, TV/Radio: Joe Buck and John Smoltz 

• Personality of the Year: Adrian Beltre 

• Best Major Leaguer: Jose Altuve 

 

What made the moment all the more touching was that Herbert -- affectionately called "Superbubz" -- was battling cancer and had 

the hugest smile spread across his face. Fans around the world took notice and voted for Votto to be an Esurance MLB Award 

winner for Best Player-Fan Interaction. 

 

The Reds later invited Herbert back to the ballpark for another game to be an honorary team captain. 

 

 

Herbert died on Oct. 6 after a two-year battle with neuroblastoma. Votto was among the hundreds of mourners who stood in line to 

pay his respects to Herbert and his family the following week. 

 

"On that day game against the Mets, I had a fantastic opportunity to interact with one of the most special young people I've ever met 

in my life," Votto said upon winning the award. "It was a long exchange between him and I, and it finished off [with me hitting] a 

home run, and we got to high-five. Then he snagged my jersey and my bat. It was just a really great moment in my career. 

"Sadly, the young boy passed away, and the Herbert family and friends lost someone special in their life. To just have even the 

smallest moments in his life is a gift to me. I accept this award on behalf of his family and his friends. Superbubz, I feel very, very 

grateful to have gotten to know him and spend a little time with him." 

 

The Esurance MLB Awards annually honor MLB's greatest achievements as part of an industry-wide balloting process that includes 

five groups, each of which accounts for 20 percent of the overall vote: media, front-office personnel, retired MLB players, fans at 

MLB.com and Society for American Baseball Research (SABR) members. 

 

The MLB Awards are an all-inclusive program, encompassing the top players and performances from both the American and 

National Leagues from Opening Day through the end of the postseason. 

 

Voting led off with seven categories (Personality of the Year; Best Defensive Player; Best Play, Offense; Best Play, Defense; Best 

Performance; Best Fan Catch; Best Player-Fan Interaction) on Sept. 18 at mlb.com/awards, serving as the grand entrance of a 

program that unveiled the Best Call, TV/Radio; Best Major Leaguer, Postseason; and Best Postseason Moment categories following 

the Fall Classic's final out. 

 

The ninth inning of voting began around BBWAA Awards week, giving fans the opportunity to help determine the Best Major 

Leaguer, Pitcher, Rookie, Manager and Executive. Winners were announced on MLB Network and MLB.com on Friday. 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. Follow him on 

Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball 

or its clubs. 

 

Reds bring back Kivlehan on Minors deal 

Reds bring back Kivlehan on Minors deal 

 

By Mark Sheldon / MLB.com | @m_sheldon | November 18th, 2017 + 46 COMMENTS 



CINCINNATI -- The Reds brought back outfielder/infielder Patrick Kivlehan on Saturday. Kivlehan was re-signed to a Minor 

League contract and invited to big league camp for Spring Training. 

 

Kivlehan, 27, spent all of the 2017 season in the big leagues with the Reds as a role player. He played first base, third base and all 

three outfield spots. 

 

In 115 games, Kivlehan batted .208/.304/.399 with nine home runs and 26 RBIs. 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. Follow him on 

Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball 

or its clubs. 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
Reds legend Joe Morgan to Hall of Fame voters: 'Steroid users don't belong here' 

C. Trent Rosecrans, crosecrans@enquirer.com Published 9:27 a.m. ET Nov. 21, 2017 

 

The day after Hall of Fame ballots were sent to voters, Reds legend Joe Morgan sent an email, via the Baseball Hall of Fame, to 

voters asking them not to vote for suspected steroid users. 

 

Morgan was elected to the Hall of Fame in 1990 and sits on the board of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum. 

 

Here is the email as received by The Enquirer’s C. Trent Rosecrans, a Hall of Fame voter since 2015: 

 

Dear C. Trent: 

  

Over the years, I have been approached by many Hall of Fame members telling me we needed to do something to speak out about 

the possibility of steroid users entering the Hall of Fame. This issue has been bubbling below the surface for quite a while.  

  

I hope you don’t mind if I bring to your attention what I’m hearing. 

  

Please keep in mind I don’t speak for every single member of the Hall of Fame. I don’t know how everyone feels, but I do know 

how many of the Hall of Famers feel.  

  

I, along with other Hall of Fame Baseball players, have the deepest respect for you and all the writers who vote to decide who enters 

Baseball’s most hallowed shrine, the National Baseball Hall of Fame. For some 80 years, the men and women of the BBWAA have 

cast ballots that have made the Hall into the wonderful place it is. 

  

I think the Hall of Fame is special. There is a sanctity to being elected to the Hall. It is revered. It is the hardest Hall of Fame to 

enter, of any sport in America. 

  

But times change, and a day we all knew was coming has now arrived. Players who played during the steroid era have become 

eligible for entry into the Hall of Fame. 

  

The more we Hall of Famers talk about this – and we talk about it a lot – we realize we can no longer sit silent. Many of us have 

come to think that silence will be considered complicity. Or that fans might think we are ok if the standards of election to the Hall of 

Fame are relaxed, at least relaxed enough for steroid users to enter and become members of the most sacred place in Baseball. We 

don’t want fans ever to think that. 

  

We hope the day never comes when known steroid users are voted into the Hall of Fame. They cheated. Steroid users don’t belong 

here.  

  

Players who failed drug tests, admitted using steroids, or were identified as users in Major League Baseball’s investigation into 

steroid abuse, known as the Mitchell Report, should not get in. Those are the three criteria that many of the players and I think are 

right.  

  

Now, I recognize there are players identified as users on the Mitchell Report who deny they were users. That’s why this is a tricky 

issue. Not everything is black and white – there are shades of gray here.  It’s why your job as a voter is and has always been a 

difficult and important job. I have faith in your judgment and know that ultimately, this is your call. 

  

But it still occurs to me that anyone who took body-altering chemicals in a deliberate effort to cheat the game we love, not to 

mention they cheated current and former players, and fans too, doesn’t belong in the Hall of Fame. By cheating, they put up huge 



numbers, and they made great players who didn’t cheat look smaller by comparison, taking away from their achievements and 

consideration for the Hall of Fame. That’s not right. 

  

And that’s why I, and other Hall of Famers, feel so strongly about this.  

  

It’s gotten to the point where Hall of Famers are saying that if steroid users get in, they’ll no longer come to Cooperstown for 

Induction Ceremonies or other events. Some feel they can’t share a stage with players who did steroids. The cheating that tainted an 

era now risks tainting the Hall of Fame too. The Hall of Fame means too much to us to ever see that happen. If steroid users get in, 

it will divide and diminish the Hall, something we couldn’t bear. 

  

Section 5 of the Rules for Election states, “Voting shall be based upon the player’s record, playing ability, integrity, sportsmanship, 

character, and contributions to the team(s) on which the player played.” 

  

I care about how good a player was or what kind of numbers he put up; but if a player did steroids, his integrity is suspect; he lacks 

sportsmanship; his character is flawed; and, whatever contribution he made to his team is now dwarfed by his selfishness. 

  

Steroid use put Baseball through a tainted era where records were shattered. “It was a steroidal farce,” wrote Michael Powell in the 

New York Times. It is no accident that those records held up for decades until the steroid era began, and they haven’t been broken 

since the steroid era ended. Sadly, steroids worked. 

  

Dan Naulty was a journeyman pitcher in the late 1990s who admitted he took steroids, noting that his fastball went from 87 to 96. 

He told Sports Illustrated’s Tom Verducci in 2012, “I was a full-blown cheater, and I knew it. You didn't need a written rule. I was 

violating clear principles that were laid down within the rules. I understood I was violating implicit principles.” 

  

The Hall of Fame has always had its share of colorful characters, some of whom broke or bent society’s rules in their era. By 

today’s standards, some might not have gotten in. Times change and society improves. What once was accepted no longer is. 

  

But steroid users don’t belong here. What they did shouldn’t be accepted. Times shouldn’t change for the worse.  

  

Steroid users knew they were taking a drug that physically improved how they played.  Taking steroids is a decision.  It’s the 

deliberate act of using chemistry to change how hard you hit and throw by changing what your body is made of.  

  

I and other Hall of Famers played hard all our lives to achieve what we did. I love this game and am proud of it. I hope the Hall of 

Fame’s standards won’t be lowered with the passage of time. 

  

For over eighty years, the Hall of Fame has been a place to look up to, where the hallowed halls honor those who played the game 

hard and right. I hope it will always remain that way. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Joe Morgan 

Hall of Fame Class of 1990 

Vice Chairman 

  

P.S. Families come to Cooperstown because they know it’s special.  To parents, it’s a place they can take their kids for an uplifting, 

feel-good visit. It’s a place where kids can see what true greatness is all about. It’s a place where youngsters can dream that one day 

they too might get in. This place is special.  I hope it stays that way. 

 

The Enquirer’s C. Trent Rosecrans and Paul Daugherty are Hall of Fame voters.  

 

Reds protect Shed Long, Jose Siri and four others from the Rule 5 Draft 
Zach Buchanan, zbuchanan@enquirer.com Published 8:52 p.m. ET Nov. 20, 2017 | Updated 8:56 p.m. ET Nov. 20, 2017 

 

The Cincinnati Reds had seven spots open on the 40-man roster at the beginning of Monday, the last day to protect prospects from 

Rule 5 Draft eligibility. They used almost all of them. 

 

Monday evening, the Reds added six minor-league players to the 40-man roster, including two of their Top 10 prospects as ranked 

by Baseball America. Second baseman Shed Long and center fielder Jose Siri were added to the roster, as were infielder Alex 

Blandino and right-handers Jose Lopez, Jesus Reyes and Zack Weiss. 

 

"I definitely had to make some tough decisions to leave talented players off the 40-man roster right now, but that’s just a side effect 

of a deeper, more-talented minor-league system than we’ve had in a few years," said farm director Jeff Graupe. 



 

The Reds now have just one open spot on the 40-man roster. Players not on the 40-man roster – specifically, five-year professionals 

who signed at 18 or younger, or four-year pros who signed at 19 or older – are eligible to be drafted by other teams on the final day 

of the Winter Meetings in mid-December. 

 

Only teams with open 40-man spots can select a player in the major-league portion of the Rule 5 draft. Selected players must remain 

on the 25-man active roster all year. 

 

Protecting Long, Blandino and Lopez was a no-brainer. All three had strong years and finished the year at or above Double-A. Their 

talent and proximity to the majors would have made them easy picks for other teams in the Rule 5 draft. 

 

The 22-year-old Long posted a .922 OPS in a half-season at High-A Daytona before struggling at Double-A, although he missed a 

good chunk of time with an injury. The 25-year-old Blandino is a former first-round pick who enjoyed a bounce-back season, 

posting an .835 OPS between Double- and Triple-A. 

 

The 24-year-old Lopez was probably the best Reds minor-league starter who didn't reach the majors in 2017, recording a 2.57 ERA 

between High- and Double-A. Reyes – also 24 – followed a similar track, but was not quite as dominant. He recorded a 3.60 ERA 

between the two levels. 

 

The cases for protecting Siri and Weiss weren't as clear-cut. Siri was a terrific performer at Low-A Dayton – he hit .293 with 24 

home runs, 46 stolen bases, a 39-game hit streak and terrific center field defense – but teams generally don't pluck players from 

Low-A in the Rule 5. But because of his athleticism and raw talent, a team could have tried to stash the 22-year-old as a fourth or 

fifth outfielder. 

 

On the flip side, because they've added Siri to the 40-man roster, the Reds will have just three option years to keep him in the 

minors, putting his development and progression through the system on a tight timetable. The Reds considered advancing him to 

High-A at the midway point of last season, but opted to keep him with a winning club in Dayton. 

 

"That's just a factor in the decisions we're going to have to make moving forward," Graupe said. "But ... we ultimately decided that 

the winning environment, the competitive nature of a playoff hunt, was the most important thing to his long-term development." 

 

Two offseasons ago, Weiss looked like a sure thing to make his major-league debut any moment. But persistent elbow trouble cost 

the reliever the entire 2016 season and two months of the 2017 campaign. Once he finally returned to the mound, he notched 2.63 

ERA while striking out 12.3 batters per nine innings between High- and Double-A. He'd have been a risky Rule 5 selection with 

only three healthy months of action the last two years, but relievers are also easier to stash than other players. 

 

The Reds did have some players left off the 40-man who could possibly be selected in the draft, including Double-A first baseman 

Gavin LaValley, Double-A outfielder Nick Longhi and High-A right-hander Wyatt Strahan. 

 

Why Scott Rolen has a better Hall of Fame case than you think 
C. Trent Rosecrans, crosecrans@enquirer.com Published 6:54 p.m. ET Nov. 20, 2017 

 

Former Reds third baseman Scott Rolen is one of 19 new candidates on the Hall of Fame ballot, released on Monday. 

 

While few called him a “Future Hall of Famer” at the time of his retirement, his case is actually better than most think – even if 

there are several players on the ballot with better chances.  

 

• Traditional case: Here are the traditional numbers – Rolen played parts of 17 seasons, collected 2,077 hits with 316 home runs and 

1,287 RBI. He had a career batting average of .281 with an on-base percentage of .364 and a slugging percentage of .490 in a total 

of 2,038 games and 8,518 plate appearances. 

 

Rolen was selected for seven All-Star Games and won eight Gold Gloves at third base, was the 1997 Rookie of the Year and won 

one Silver Slugger. Among third basemen, only Brooks Robinson (16) and Mike Schmidt (10) have more Gold Gloves than Rolen.  

 

• Advanced case: Rolen had a weighted on-base plus slugging (OPS+) of 122, a .368 weighted on-base average (wOBA) and 122 

weighted runs created (wRC+).  

 

But his case really comes from Wins Above Replacement (WAR). According to Baseball-Reference.com, Rolen has a career WAR 

of 70.0 and 70.1 from FanGraphs.com. His career WAR is the 10th best among third basemen all-time, with only two players – 

Chippers Jones and the active Adrian Beltre – ahead of him that are not in the Hall of Fame.  

 



Baseball journalist Jay Jaffe created a statistic called JAWS (Jaffe WAR Score system) that averages a player’s overall WAR plus 

their seven-year peak WAR to give JAWS to measure Hall of Fame worthiness. Rolen’s JAWS is 56.8 (10th overall), better than the 

average of the 13 third basemen in the Hall of Fame. Only Beltre and Jones have a JAWS better than Rolen and aren’t in the Hall of 

Fame. His JAWS is better than Hall of Famers Home Run Baker (54.8), Jimmy Collins (45.8), John McGraw (42.3), Deacon White 

(35.7) and Pie Traynor (31.0). 

 

“Thanks to that defense, he's 10th all-time in the B-Ref version of WAR among third basemen (70.0), with Jones and Beltre the only 

ones above him not already in the Hall, and 10th in JAWS (a more modest 14th in seven-year peak), 1.6 points above the average 

Hall third basemen – and that's factoring his short(ish) career,” Jaffe wrote The Enquirer in an email. “Particularly considering how 

underrepresented third basemen are in the Hall (just 13, the lowest at any position, with at least 19 at every other position besides 

catcher), to me he's an easy choice.” 

 

• Ron Santo: Santo was long a sabermetric darling, but he wasn’t voted in by the Baseball Writers Association of America, finally 

earning his spot in the Hall of Fame in 2012 by way of the Veterans’ Committee. 

 

Santo and Rolen’s case are nearly identical. Santo had a career slash line of .277/.362/.464 (to Rolen’s .281/.366/.490), 342  home 

runs (316 for Rolen), a wOBA of .367 (.368 for Rolen), wRC+ of 126 (to 122), 70.4 WAR (70.0 for Rolen), five Gold Gloves (8 for 

Rolen) and nine All-Star games (Rolen had seven). 

 

There are also factors working against Rolen. 

 

• Chipper Jones: Rolen’s not the only third baseman on this ballot and his case pales in comparison to Jones, who will likely be 

elected on his first ballot.  

 

While Rolen’s statistics compare favorably when it comes to third basemen in general, they don’t match up to his ballot-mate. Jones 

bests Rolen in both the counting and rate statistics over their careers. Jones hit .303/.401/.529 for his career and amassed 2,726 hits 

and 468 home runs.  

 

Jones wasn’t Rolen’s equal in the field, but he was better at the plate. He was also relatively healthy throughout his career, playing 

2,499 games in his career and playing past his 40th birthday. Rolen played in 2,038 games, including his final game at age 37 in 

2012. He played no more than 133 games in his final six seasons, including 330 games for the Reds after being part of a trade 

deadline deal with Toronto in 2009. 

 

• Defensive value: Much of Rolen’s 70 career WAR is due in part to his defense. He was an excellent defender, both by traditional 

and advanced measurements. However, defense has carried few candidates to the Hall of Fame. His fellow classmates, Andruw 

Jones and Omar Vizquel, will also deal with this issue. 

 

Jaffe notes that voters have struggled with recognizing two-way players at third base than perhaps any other position. 

 

“While it's fair to question how much of (Gold Glove) was on merit as opposed to reputation, advanced defensive stats uphold his 

value,” Jaffe writes. “Via the combination of Total Zone and Defensive Runs Saved that Baseball-Reference uses, his 175 fielding 

runs above average ranks third at the position behind only Robinson and Adrian Beltre, and he's second to Beltre via the ones based 

on batted ball data, DRS and UZR (which only go back to 2003 and 2002, respectively).” 

 

• Counting stats: No position player has been elected by the writers with fewer than Rolen’s 2,077 hits since 1989 when Johnny 

Bench was a first-ballot inductee with 2,048. Bench, though, was considered the greatest catcher of all time. 

 

Rolen finished with 316 home runs and 1,287 RBI. While he has excellent rate stats, his counting stats are hampered by his injury 

history. He played 150 games just five times in his career and never after 2003. His career ended at age 37 because of back issues. 

 

• Crowded ballot: The Hall of Fame allows voters to check just 10 names on their ballot and in recent years, that coupled with the 

candidacy of accused steroid users such as Barry Bonds and Roger Clemens, has created a backlog of candidates and a crowded 

ballot. 

 

Chipper Jones and Jim Thome are likely to sail into the Hall on their first ballot. Those two could be joined by a pair of players, 

Trevor Hoffman and Vladimir Guerrero, who garnered more than 70 percent of the votes last year, just shy of the 75 percent needed 

for election. Four other players – Edgar Martinez, Clemens, Bonds and Mike Mussina – earned more than 50 percent of the votes 

last time. While the ballot is gaining names, only one player (Lee Smith) who had been on the ballot for more than one year is 

coming off the ballot. 

 

“(Voters have) had a hard time reckoning with the value of two-way third basemen, of guys at other positions who derive a lot of 

value from their defense, and guys who retire a bit early,” Jaffe wrote. “Two comparisons that come to mind are Bobby Grich and 



Kenny Lofton, good hitters and outstanding defenders. Grich (four Gold Gloves, +82 runs) is seventh in JAWS (and had a very 

similar 70.9 career WAR) despite a career that ended at age 36 due to back trouble. He got less than five percent in 1992 and has 

never gotten on another ballot. Lofton (four Gold Gloves, +108 runs) is ninth in JAWS but got less than five percent of the vote in 

2013 (when Barry Bonds, Roger Clemens, Mike Piazza, Craig Biggio, Sammy Sosa and Curt Schilling all became eligible). I'd hate 

to see that happen to Rolen.” 

 

BBWAA 2018 Baseball Hall of Fame ballot includes former Cincinnati Reds 3B Scott Rolen 

Dave Clark, dclark@cincinnati.com Published 1:10 p.m. ET Nov. 20, 2017 

 

Scott Rolen, who played for the Cincinnati Reds from 2009 to 2012 and helped the team to a National League Central title in 2010, 

is on the 2018 Hall of Fame ballot being mailed this week to more than 425 voting members of the Baseball Writers' Association of 

America. 

 

Rolen is among 19 new candidates on the ballot, which includes the following names: Barry Bonds, Chris Carpenter, Roger 

Clemens, Johnny Damon, Vladimir Guerrero, Livan Hernandez, Trevor Hoffman, Orlando Hudson, Aubrey Huff, Jason 

Isringhausen, Andruw Jones, Chipper Jones, Jeff Kent, Carlos Lee, Brad Lidge, Edgar Martinez, Hideki Matsui, Fred McGriff, 

Kevin Millwood, Jamie Moyer, Mike Mussina, Manny Ramirez, Scott Rolen, Johan Santana, Curt Schilling, Gary Sheffield, 

Sammy Sosa, Jim Thome, Omar Vizquel, Billy Wagner, Larry Walker, Kerry Wood, Carlos Zambrano. 

 

The Reds traded for Rolen in July of 2009, sending Edwin Encarnacion, Josh Roenicke and Zach Stewart to the Toronto Blue Jays. 

 

Rolen was a two-time All-Star with the Reds. He won a Gold Glove in his best season as a Red, also batting .285 with 20 homers 

and 83 RBIs. 

 

The Reds were the last team for which Rolen played. He hit .281 with 316 home runs in 17 seasons for the Phillies, Cardinals, Blue 

Jays and Reds. 

 

Joey Votto, 'SuperBubz' win 2017 MLB Award for Best Player-Fan Interaction 

Dave Clark, dclark@cincinnati.com Published 1:02 a.m. ET Nov. 18, 2017 

 

Cincinnati Reds first baseman Joey Votto may have been denied the Silver Slugger and National League MVP awards, but his 

encounter this past season with Walter "SuperBubz" Herbert deservedly won the 2017 MLB Award for Best Player-Fan Interaction 

on Friday night. 

  

Herbert was just six years old when he passed away in October after battling neuroblastoma, a rare childhood cancer. Votto was 

among mourners at his visitation. 

 

The Enquirer's C. Trent Rosecrans wrote in August about Votto giving Herbert a bat he used to hit a home run as well as the jersey 

off his back. 

WCPO 
Reds' Joey Votto dedicates MLB Award to 'Superbubz' 

 

WCPO Staff 

11:38 AM, Nov 18, 2017 

 

CINCINNATI -- A moment that captured our hearts captured the MLB Award for Best Player-Fan Interaction. 

 

It happened Aug. 31, after Joey Votto’s 34th home run of the season. 

 

The Reds first baseman walked over to a 6-year-old fan and handed the boy his home-run bat and jersey. The child's face lit up. 

 

Walter Herbert, nicknamed "Superbubz" by his friends and family, was fighting stage 4 neuroblastoma, a form of childhood cancer. 

 

Chive Charities, an organization dedicated to helping individuals with rare medical conditions, helped the Herbert family meet 

Votto at the Reds clubhouse the week before the home run. 

 

Votto called Superbubz "one of the most special young people I've ever met in my life." 

 

Herbert’s father, Wally Herbert, thought Votto might say "hello" to his son as he walked by the stands that day. When Votto came 

over for a high five and then gifted him the bat and jersey, "I kind of lost it, personally," the elder Herbert said. 

 



Moments like those, he said, helped buoy Superbubz through cancer treatments and other less rosy experiences. 

 

"What (Votto) did for Bubz was amazing," he said. "I was tearing up. You can't have a better day than we had today." 

 

The Reds invited Herbert back again, this time to be an honorary team captain. 

 

Herbert died Oct. 6. Votto, along with hundreds of others, paid respects to Herbert and his family. 

 

"To just have had even the smallest of moments in his life is a gift to me," Votto said. "I feel very, very grateful to have got to know 

him and spend a little time with him." 

 

DAYTON DAILY NEWS 
Cincinnati Reds announce when pitchers and catchers report, first day of spring training 

Marcus Hartman 

5:03 p.m Monday, Nov. 20, 2017  Sports 

Facebook Twitter  Share 0 

SPORTS 

 

Reds manager watches some pitchers during a spring training workout on Monday, Feb. 23 in Goodyear, Ariz. Mike Hartsock/Staff 

 

Cincinnati Reds fans itching for the return of baseball have an official date to look forward to in 2018.  

 

Reds pitchers and catchers are invited to report Feb. 13, and the first workout is scheduled for Feb. 14.  

 

Position players are to report Feb. 18 with the first full-squad workout a day later.  

 

The first Reds spring training game will be Feb. 23 against the Indians.  

 

All 30 MLB clubs will play their first regular season game on March 29, making 2018 the 12th season in league history (and first 

since 2011) to begin on a Thursday. 

 

Former Reds third baseman one of 19 new candidates up for Hall of Fame 

 

John Boyle  Staff Writer 

1:39 p.m Monday, Nov. 20, 2017  Sports 

Facebook Twitter  Share 0 

SPORTS 

 

Former Reds third baseman Scott Rolen is one of 19 new candidates on the Baseball Writers’ Association of America 2018 Hall of 

Fame ballot. 

 

Rolen, who played for the Reds from 2009-12, is one of only four third basemen (George Brett, Chipper Jones and Adrian Beltre are 

the others) in Major League history with at least 2,000 hits, 500 doubles, 300 home runs and 1,200 RBI. He’s the only third 

baseman to reach those marks while winning at least six Gold Glove awards. 

 

Rolen, who played 17 seasons for the Phillies, Cardinals, Blue Jays and Reds, was an eight-time Gold Glove winner and seven-time 

National League All Star. He was the NL Rookie of the Year in 1997. 

 

Candidates must be named on 75 percent of ballots to gain election. Relief pitcher Trevor Hoffman narrowly missed election last 

year with 74 percent of the vote. Outfielder Vladimir Guerrero had 71.7 percent. 

 

The complete ballot:  

Barry Bonds, Chris Carpenter, Roger Clemens, Johnny Damon, Vladimir Guerrero, Livan Hernandez, Trevor Hoffman, Orlando 

Hudson, Aubrey Huff, Jason Isringhausen, Andruw Jones, Chipper Jones, Jeff Kent, Carlos Lee, Brad Lidge, Edgar Martinez, 

Hideki Matsui, Fred McGriff, Kevin Millwood, Jamie Moyer, Mike Mussina, Manny Ramirez, Scott Rolen, Johan Santana, Curt 

Schilling, Gary Sheffield, Sammy Sosa, Jim Thome, Omar Vizquel, Billy Wagner, Larry Walker, Kerry Wood, Carlos Zambrano. 

 

Results will be announced at 6 p.m., Wednesday, Jan. 24, 2018, on MLB Network. 

TRANSACTIONS 
11/18/17  Seattle Mariners traded LHP JP Sears and RHP Juan Then to New York Yankees for RHP Nick Rumbelow.. 



 


