
Kluber stumbles in 8th as Tribe falls to Yanks 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- Given their commanding lead atop the American League Central, the Indians knew this series against the Yankees would 

provide a better litmus test for their October chances. There is also the backdrop of New York stunning the Tribe in the postseason last fall. 

 
Inside a packed Progressive Field on Thursday night, the opener of this four-game set lived up to its blockbuster billing, but the Indians were 

hung with a 7-4 defeat. Jose Ramirez and Francisco Lindor showed why they are arguably baseball's best offensive duo, but the Yankees got 

to ace Corey Kluber in the end. 

 

The decisive blow arrived in the eighth, when Indians manager Terry Francona opted to stick with Kluber with his pitch count sitting at the 

century mark. The two-time AL Cy Young Award winner opened the inning by walking Didi Gregorius and later allowed a go-ahead RBI double 

to Aaron Hicks, ending the pitcher's night. 

 

"I thought he was fine," Francona said. "I thought he was throwing the ball well. There's been some instances where I think we've given guys 

some wiggle room, but I thought he was in command of what he was doing." 
That may be true, but Francona's hands have also been tied some due to a bullpen with the Majors' highest ERA (5.39). The late-inning 

struggles -- Cleveland has a minus-34 run differential from the seventh inning on -- have played a role in the team's starters averaging 98.8 

pitches per game (second most in MLB). 

 

Prior to the eighth-inning breakthrough, New York (61-31) struck for four runs off Kluber across the third and fourth innings. Brett Gardner 

pulled a pitch from Kluber just over the right-field wall in the third for a two-run homer, and Gregorius added a leadoff blast in a two-run fourth. 

 

Dating back to last year's AL Division Series, which New York won after Cleveland took a 2-0 lead in the series, Gregorius has three homers in 

his last two games against Kluber. 

 
Overall, Kluber was charged with six runs on eight hits in 7 1/3 innings, in which he struck out nine and walked two. The ace has allowed six 

runs in an outing twice in his past four starts, posting a 6.14 ERA during that stretch of outings. 

 

Gardner added a second home run off Indians lefty Tyler Olson in the ninth. 

 

In the hours before Thursday's game, Francona offered high praise for the season Yankees ace Luis Severino has put together. Then 

Cleveland's lineup showed that it was more than up to the task, chasing the big right-hander from the contest after a season-low-tying five 

innings. Severino allowed four runs and ended with just one strikeout for the first time since Sept. 26, 2016. 

 

Lindor led off the first inning with a double off the right-field wall and came around to score on a single by Ramirez. Edwin Encarnacion later 
delivered a solo homer over the 19-foot wall in left, marking the first shot off Severino in a first inning since Aug. 28 last season. Yonder Alonso 

tacked on an RBI single against Severino in the third. 

With two outs in the fifth, Ramirez crushed a pitch from Severino out to right field for his 28th home run of the season for the Indians (50-42). 

That marked the fourth blast in the past three games for Ramirez, who is now tied with Boston's J.D. Martinez for the Major League lead. 

 

"This is a very good team. They're in first place," Severino said. "They took pretty good at-bats against me and they fouled a lot of pitches. … I 

threw a lot of good [sliders]. I threw a lot of bad ones. They didn't swing. I thought the shape was good -- of the slider. I don't know if they were 

expecting that pitch or something like that." 

 

After Severino's exit, New York's bullpen applied the clamp, holding the Tribe hitless over the last four frames. 
 

"We did a great job against Severino," Francona said. "I mean, he's got exceptional stuff. We scored, we made him throw pitches, we got him 

out after five. But their bullpen is also exceptional. They brought in four guys that are pretty good and they kind of did a number on us." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Ramirez sets record: The switch-hitting Ramirez followed his first-inning RBI single with a two-out, game-tying homer in the fifth. The blast gave 

Ramirez the most homers before the All-Star break (28 in 92 team games) in Indians history, topping the 27 that Albert Belle launched in 85 

games in 1996. 

 

"We all knew he was a really good player," Kluber said. "To be a finalist for the MVP last year, it speaks for itself." More > 
 

Kluber vs. Didi: Watching Gregorius belt two homers off Kluber in Game 5 of the ALDS last year is a painful memory for Tribe fans. There may 

have been some flashbacks in the fourth, when Gregorius sent a 1-1 cutter low in the zone out to right-center for a leadoff homer, which tied the 

game at 3. Kluber allowed one more run in the frame, but then escaped a no-out, bases-loaded jam by striking out Austin Romine and creating 

a double-play lineout from Neil Walker. 

"Just a backdoor cutter like we had to a couple guys earlier in the game," Kluber said. "It ended up starting where we wanted to finish." More > 

 

SOUND SMART 

When Lindor crossed the plate in the first inning, it marked his Major League-leading 83rd run scored. That also set a new club record for runs 

scored before the All-Star break. The previous mark was held by Kenny Lofton, who scored 82 runs in 83 games before the break in 1994. 
 

Lindor's first-inning double gave him 54 extra-base hits on the season. That is a new first-half record for an MLB shortstop, surpassing the 53 

churned out by Baltimore's Miguel Tejada in 2005. 



MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 

Following his run-scoring double in the eighth, Hicks stole third base off Indians lefty Oliver Perez and catcher Yan Gomes. Francona 

challenged the safe call, but the ruling was confirmed after a replay review. Greg Bird then hit a sac fly, giving the Yankees an important 

insurance run and putting the final touch on Kluber's line. 

 
HE SAID IT 

"As far as I'm concerned, we're focused on our team and how we can be the better team. We know we're good enough to compete with 

anybody in the league. It's about playing our brand of baseball and getting to the point where we're firing on all cylinders." -- Trevor Bauer, on 

whether facing the Yankees is a measuring stick for the Indians 

 

"I felt fine. We talked after the seventh and they asked me if I was good and I said, 'Yeah.' I felt fine. It's just, leadoff walks aren't a good thing 

and then Hicks had a good at-bat and was able to foul off some pitches." -- Kluber, on staying in for the eighth 

 

UP NEXT 

It will be a battle of rookies at 7:10 p.m. ET on Friday, when Shane Bieber (4-1, 3.47 ERA) of the Indians takes on Domingo German (2-4, 5.06 
ERA) of the Yankees at Progressive Field. Bieber has a 2.41 ERA in three home starts this year, and his 36 strikeouts are the third-highest total 

in a pitcher's first six career outings in Indians history. 

 

Red-hot J-Ram, Lindor make Indians history 

By Casey Harrison MLB.com 

CLEVELAND -- The Yankees have seen plenty of Red Sox slugger J.D. Martinez -- MLB's home run leader heading into Thursday night. But 

New York ran up against another powerful slugger in the opener at Progressive Field, as Jose Ramirez belted his 28th blast of the season to tie 

Martinez for the Major League lead. 

 

In the fifth inning, Ramirez launched his fourth home run in the last three games, a game-tying shot off Luis Severino, but the All-Star's efforts 
weren't enough for the Indians, who were held hitless by the Yankees' bullpen over the final four innings in a 7-4 loss. 

"Josey did what he's always done," Tribe shortstop and fellow All-Star Francisco Lindor said. "We just tried to get a good pitch and drive the 

ball." 

 

Ramirez's solo shot gave him the record for most home runs by an Indians player in the first half, surpassing Albert Belle's 27 in 1996. Belle, a 

five-time All-Star, went on to hit 48 blasts that year. 

 

"I knew he was going to be a good hitter," Lindor said, smirking. "To hit home runs like that, not sure. But I knew what he was capable of. I 

guess he's getting stronger as the year goes by and he's getting the right pitches to drive. 

 
"He gets a good pitch and when he swings, he's not missing it." 

 

Lindor also made history against the Yankees. He led off a two-run first inning with a double off the right-field wall, advanced to third on Michael 

Brantley's groundout and came home on a line-drive single from Ramirez. 

Lindor's double gave the shortstop 54 extra-base hits on the year, the most all time by a shortstop in the first half, surpassing the Orioles' 

Miguel Tejada, who had 53 in 2005. Lindor's 83 runs through 92 team games is the most all time for an Indians player before the All-Star break, 

surpassing Kenny Lofton, who had 82 through 83 games in 1994. 

"It's special, but we lost," Lindor said. "Things like this, I don't take for granted." 

 

Ramirez's homer came on a 99.1-mph fastball from Severino -- the fastest pitch hit for a home run by an Indians player since Statcast™ 
launched in 2015. In fact, the fastest three pitches they've homered against since 2015 have all been vs. Severino -- Roberto Perez turned on a 

99-mph heater in Game 4 of the 2017 ALDS and Ramirez's Aug. 28 homer last season came on a 98.7-mph offering. 

 

"It's funny, I feel like if Frankie goes out there and hits a double, Josey is going to go out there and hit a homer," said Corey Kluber, who fell to 

12-5 after giving up six earned runs in 7 1/3 innings. 

 

Ramirez and Lindor combined to go 3-for-9 with three homers, eight RBIs and four runs scored Wednesday in the Indians' 19-4 rout of the 

Reds. On Thursday, the pair combined to go 4-for-7 with two singles, a double, a homer, two RBIs and two runs scored. 

 

Lindor has insisted many times this season that there is no competition between him and Ramirez. 
 

But he admits the energy from his teammate's hot bat can be contagious. 

 

"I want him to be the best hitter he can be," Lindor said. "I'm sure he's thinking the same way towards me. Yeah, we learn from each other, the 

way the pitch may come. They might pitch to me the same way they pitch to him, then we learn from it. We learn from each other." 

 

Starting Sunday, Bauer wants to pitch in ASG 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastianPrint 

CLEVELAND -- When Trevor Bauer was dealing with a gash on the pinkie finger of his throwing hand two years ago, the Indians starter 

considered cauterizing the wound himself in order to keep pitching in the postseason. So, no, taking the mound this Sunday is not hindering 
Bauer's desire to pitch in the All-Star Game next week. 

 



As things currently stand, Bauer is the Tribe's probable starter for Sunday's game against the Yankees, and -- under Major League Baseball's 

revised guidelines -- that no longer renders him ineligible for the All-Star Game presented by Mastercard on Tuesday (7:30 p.m. ET on FOX). 

The decision is now left up to the player and his team, and Bauer has no intention of declaring himself unavailable. 

 

"You know me," Bauer said with a smirk. "When's the last time I took myself out of pitching anything? I threw 40 innings this offseason. I threw 
in my [UCLA] alumni game -- four innings. Yeah, I'd like to pitch." 

 

Bauer, who is a first-time All-Star, prides himself on being available to pitch as often as possible and would prefer if pitch-count restrictions did 

not exist. He boasts about throwing 147 pitches for the Bruins during his freshman year in college and currently leads all Major League pitchers 

with an average of 109.4 pitches per game. The righty ranked second in MLB in innings (129 1/3) entering Thursday. 

 

Due to pitching on Sunday, Bauer's typical bullpen day would be on Wednesday, but the pitcher did not sound too concerned that logging a few 

pitches one day earlier would be a big deal for him. Indians manager Terry Francona said he has discussed the situation with Bauer, and the 

team's preference would be to have the starter available only if necessary for the All-Star Game. 

 
"We talked to him about maybe just being available for extra innings, something like that," Francona said. "Trevor's been really good about it. 

He said, 'I'd like to throw a lot of innings for the Indians.' We really appreciate that. But, out of respect to the game, just be available like if they 

need him." 

 

Francona noted that, if Bauer does not pitch in the All-Star Game, he would likely start the second-half opener on July 20 against the Rangers. 

 

Entering Thursday, Bauer was tied for the MLB lead in pitcher WAR (4.9 per FanGraphs) and Fielding Independent Pitching (2.15) and paced 

baseball in home runs allowed per nine innings (0.35). The right-hander ranked fifth in the Majors in strikeout percentage (31.8) and strikeouts 

per nine innings (11.69), sixth in ERA- (54) and seventh in ERA (2.30) and strikeout-minus-walk percentage (24.1). 

 
Has Bauer thought ahead to what it would be like to take the mound in the Midsummer Classic? 

 

"Yeah, I have a lot of plans for it," Bauer said. "So, hopefully, I get in there." 

 

Worth noting 

• All-Star Jose Ramirez surprised some of his teammates on Wednesday by deciding against participating in the T-Mobile Home Run Derby on 

Monday in Washington. Asked about Ramirez's decision, Bauer cracked a smile and quipped that the third baseman just wanted to give some 

other players an opportunity to win the event. 

 

"It's Jose being Jose. He's just giving other people a chance to win it," Bauer said. "I'm sure he would hit like 60 homers or something. It's 
unbelievable. I was making fun of him the other day. I was like, 'You only hit a homer after [Francisco] Lindor hits a homer.' And then he went 

out and hit two homers and looked at me [and shrugged]." 

 

• Francona noted that Ramirez had the team's blessing to take part in the Derby, but the manager was perfectly fine with the third baseman's 

choice to decline the invite. 

 

Said Francona: "I don't think people realize the output of energy it is. It's an incredible amount of energy that goes into it. It's also very good for 

the game -- fans love it. I think if it's your guy, you just hope it goes well and there aren't any ramifications." 

 

• Left-hander Andrew Miller (10-day disabled list, right knee) was doing well on Thursday, one day after logging a mound workout at 
Progressive Field. Miller's next step will be a live batting-practice session against Minor League hitters on Saturday with Double-A Akron. 

 

How the AL Central is looking as Deadline nears 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

The Indians have yet to play their best baseball this season, but they still boast a comfortable lead atop the American League Central. That 

puts Cleveland in an interesting situation as the club's decision-makers weigh how to approach the trade market in the next few weeks. 

 

While the other four teams in the AL Central are in various states of rebuilding or development -- the Twins' hopes of contending keep growing 

dimmer -- the Indians will need to ponder their roster with October in mind. The Tribe knows first-hand how critical relief help is for the playoffs 

(see: Andrew Miller in 2016), but the club is also looking to bolster its lineup. 
 

"There's a lot of talk about [Manny] Machado," said one American League scout. "And it makes sense in terms of their batting-order depth. I'm 

not sure it makes much sense position-wise, unless they move [Jason] Kipnis again to the outfield." 

 

Yes, the Indians have been linked to Machado, the Orioles' superstar shortstop. Machado, however, can be a free agent at the end of this 

season, and Cleveland's modus operandi does not typically involve trading top prospects for a rental. Machado also prefers to play short, and 

the Tribe has arguably the best all-around shortstop in the game in Francisco Lindor. 

Machado only fits in Cleveland if Jose Ramirez moves from third base to second and Kipnis either moves to the outfield from second or is 

traded. That is all speculation for now, while the clock continues to tick toward the July 31 non-waiver Trade Deadline. 

 
Here is a glance at how the AL Central's landscape looks as trade talks keep gathering steam: 

 

INDIANS 



Deadline approach: The Indians are buyers and the biggest need is bullpen help. That said, Cleveland could benefit from lengthening its lineup 

and/or bolstering the outfield. 

 

AL scout's take: "They have to think about how they match up with Houston and the Yankees and the Red Sox in the playoffs. Everyone else in 

the division has thrown up the white flag, so they need to focus on their playoff strategy. Do they need a better third starter? Do you they need 
another seventh-inning guy? I think they'll be aggressive before the Deadline." 

 

ROYALS 

Deadline approach: Kansas City already made a move on a trade that sent closer Kelvin Herrera to Washington. The Royals are in sell mode 

and have some pieces that could be shed. 

 

AL scout's take: "They've got guys to move. I think someone will bite on Lucas Duda as a bat off the bench. Someone might bite on Jason 

Hammel as a reliever -- he might amp up his game as a reliever. The Royals would have to eat a lot of his salary but if they do, they could bring 

back a lottery ticket maybe. I don't think they'll get enough for [Danny] Duffy or [Whit] Merrifield to make a deal. They'll definitely move [Mike] 

Moustakas and he will help someone. They just won't get the big return. That doesn't happen anymore." 
 

Moustakas a power threat again 

 

Lindor, Ramirez shattering power standards 

By Anthony Castrovince MLB.com @castrovince 

CLEVELAND -- It shouldn't catch Ty Van Burkleo off guard, but it does. The Indians' hitting coach is around Jose Ramirez and Francisco Lindor 

every day. He's with them in the cages. Van Burkleo helps them put together a plan at the plate and looks at the video and the data. And every 

night, when Lindor strides and when Ramirez struts up to that five-sided slab they call home, he's immersed in the magic they make. 

 

And yet, when the scoreboard occasionally flashes a listing of the Major League home run leaders, Van Burkleo is still amazed. 
 

"It's these big, giant guys," he says, "and Hosey and Frankie." 

 

The biggest, most gigantic guys arrive to Progressive Field on Thursday, when the Yankees roll into town. 

 

Remember how we spent all offseason salivating over the possibilities presented by Giancarlo Stanton and Aaron Judge in the same loaded 

lineup? Remember the trivia we unearthed about the game's top all-time homer-hitting teammates? (Roger Maris and Mickey Mantle, for the 

record, still safely possess the single-season mark with 115 in 1961.) Remember how Stanton said he felt "sorry for the baseballs"? 

 

Those were fun, fruitful conversations. And Stanton and Judge are, indeed, a prominent pair, as promised. 
 

But here we are, headed into this Yankees-Indians showdown and roaring toward the All-Star break, and the 5-foot-11, 190-pound Lindor and 

the 5-foot-9, 165-pound Ramirez are somehow keeping pace with those giants. The current homer tally is as follows: Ramirez, 27; Judge, 25; 

Lindor, 25; and Stanton, 22. 

 

Little Guys 52, Big Guys 47 

 

When you ask Lindor about all this, he shrugs. 

 

"I'm not a power hitter," Lindor says. "And Hosey's not a power hitter, either." 
 

Lindor's contention is that he and Ramirez, both of whom are headed to next week's All-Star Game presented by Mastercard, are good hitters 

who happen to be hitting for power. 

 

The distinction has merit in an increasingly all-or-nothing sport. 

 

You've probably noticed the league-wide homer rate (one every 29.9 at-bats) is absurd again this season, even if it's just a tick or two off last 

year's record-setting pace. The ball, we know, carries further than it did before, and so the appetizing tallies being posted by Lindor and 

Ramirez comes with a dash of salt. 

 
But of course, the strikeout rate (one every 4.48 plate appearances) is even more absurd than the homer rate. And that's part of what makes 

the switch-hitting Lindor and Ramirez so special. 

 

In a league with an average contact rate of 77 percent, per FanGraphs, Lindor is at 81.6 percent and Ramirez is at 87. Whereas Stanton (65.7) 

and Judge (66.6) are more in the mold of the big swings and big misses that are illustrative of the era, Lindor and Ramirez are oddities in the 

game's K climate. 

 

"It's not a Dave Kingman-type of power hitter, your classic power hitter that has a lot of strikeouts and warts on top of it," Van Burkleo says. 

"They're really good hitters, efficient hitters. They both have very good swings. They hit the ball on the barrel consistently, and when you do 

that, you end up finding out how much power you have." 
 

Through Wednesday's games, there are 18 players in the Majors with at least 20 home runs, but only five of those players are striking out in 

less than 17 percent of their plate appearances. 



Ramirez: 27 HR, 11.2 K percentage (eighth best in the Majors) 

Lindor: 25 HR, 16.9 K percentage 

Manny Machado: 23 HR, 12.8 K percentage 

Mookie Betts: 22 HR, 12.2 K percentage 

Ozzie Albies: 20 HR, 15.7 K percentage 
So Lindor and Ramirez are two special hitters, made all the more special by the fact that they happen to be separated by a single lineup spot 

(which just so happens to be occupied by another elite contact hitter in Michael Brantley). They've had 10 games in which they've both 

homered, the most of any Major League combo this year. 

 

But what really sets Lindor and Ramirez apart is their positioning on the field. 

 

Only four times in history, per Baseball Reference's Play Index, have a pair of teammates manning third base and shortstop at least 50 percent 

of the time hit at least 30 homers apiece in a single season: 

 

Eric Chavez (32) and Miguel Tejada (31), 2001 A's 
Chavez (34) and Tejada (34), 2002 A's 

Mark Reynolds (37) and J.J. Hardy (30), 2011 Orioles 

Evan Longoria (36) and Brad Miller (30), 2016 Rays 

 

Ramirez and Lindor have almost put themselves on that list, and we're not even to the All-Star break yet. By year's end, they more than likely 

will have created their own list as the only 35-homer third base/shortstop combo. And they could become just the eighth infield combo to hit 40 

apiece, joining these guys… 

 

Johnny Bench (45) and Tony Perez (40), 1970 Reds 

Darrell Evans (41) and Davey Johnson (43), 1973 Braves 
Vinny Castilla (40) and Andres Galarraga (47), 1996 Rockies 

Castilla (40) and Galarraga (41), 1997 Rockies 

Tony Batista (41) and Carlos Delgado (41), 2000 Blue Jays 

Rafael Palmeiro (47) and Alex Rodriguez (52), 2001 Rangers 

Palmeiro (43) and Rodriguez (57), 2002 Rangers 

 

Firmly affix a tin-foil hat on anybody who says they saw this coming, because the debate over whether Ramirez and Lindor are "power hitters" 

wasn't even remotely on the radar when they were coming up (heck, as recently as Spring Training 2016, Ramirez wasn't even on the radar as 

a viable everyday player, but his awesome origin story is another topic for another time). 

 
Look at the path their number of at-bats between home runs has taken in their pro careers, including the Minors… 

 

2012: Lindor 81.7, Ramirez 108.7 

2013: Lindor 201.5, Ramirez 164.7 

2014: Lindor 46.1, Ramirez 68.9 

2015: Lindor 44.2, Ramirez 69.9 

2016: Lindor 40.3, Ramirez 51.4 

2017: Lindor 19.7, Ramirez 20.2 

2018: Lindor 14.9, Ramirez 12.8 

 
That's pretty crazy. But this entire column has been an effort to brace you for the craziest stat of all. 

 

Are you ready? I don't really believe you when you say you're ready, but here goes… 

Yeah, two other Yankee giants. That's the company Lindor and Ramirez, both of whom rank in the top four in B-Ref's Wins Above Replacement 

stat, have put themselves in right now. 

 

Obviously, their historical stature is nowhere near that of Ruth and Gehrig. And obviously, their physical stature is nowhere near that of Stanton 

and Judge. But we're witnessing heroic, historic stuff from the left-hand side of the Indians' infield in this 2018 season. 

 

Meisel’s Musings: What to do when a line drive is barreling toward your $100,000 camera 
By Zack Meisel 2h ago  

The camera bay at a ballpark is like the splash zone at Sea World, if the water droplets left bruises. It’s a dangerous spot for those tasked with 

securing photos or video. 

 

Last weekend, Edwin Encarnacion uncorked a 105-mph line drive into the camera lens responsible for capturing the video feed for the Oakland 

Athletics’ broadcast. The broken glass scattered across the pit. Some of the shards even wound up in the hair of Indians team photographer 

Dan Mendlik. 

 

When Andre Knott first started his reporting gig with SportsTime Ohio, Mendlik cautioned him to always pay attention. Knott mans his perch in 

the camera bay during games and has absorbed a few line drives over the years. Encarnacion is a regular culprit. 
 

How often does a line drive send everyone scrambling? 

 



“Too often,” Knott said. “You can go weeks without one, but the next day, you’ll get three or four. So you just always have to be on alert.” 

 

Knott turned around and told Mendlik not to move. Mendlik thought Knott’s bag of sunflower seeds had spilled onto his head. 

 

“I’m like, ‘No, you have glass everywhere on your head,’ ” Knott said. “I’m on live television trying to take glass out of a grown-ass man’s hair.” 
 

For full disclosure, my wife’s uncle, Allen Gabrenya, was operating the Athletics’ camera during last Saturday’s broadcast. When Encarnacion 

made contact, he ducked behind the camera. For a few innings after that, he was a bit jumpy any time a player sent a pitch whizzing his way. A 

week earlier, Yonder Alonso had smacked a line drive off his thigh, leaving a colorful welt. 

 

The lens was shattered in the fifth inning Saturday. An inning later, the camera was functional again. A tech hustled through the clubhouse 

tunnel and dugout with the necessary backup equipment. Several people involved in game broadcasts estimated the damage to cost in the 

range of six figures. 

 

Those who regularly work in the camera bay learn certain hitters’ tendencies, which allows them to react more rapidly. Knott knows to 
concentrate a bit more when Encarnacion is facing a soft-tosser. No looking up statistics or telling his children goodnight when the slugger 

steps into the batter’s box. He followed the same protocol for Mike Napoli and for Jason Kipnis a few years ago when the second baseman 

made a habit out of lining pitches to left field. Gabrenya can recall a Shelley Duncan line drive leaving a mark on the padding behind his head. 

 

“You have to pay attention down there,” Gabrenya said. “There’s no reaction time.” 

 

Knott’s two children got him a water bottle fan for Father’s Day this year. Encarnacion promptly destroyed it with a line drive that afternoon. 

 

Knott pays close attention to where third-base coach Mike Sarbaugh positions himself. The further the coach distances himself from the bag, 

the more apt a hitter is to yank the ball that direction. 
 

“If the third-base coach is scared,” Knott said, “I’m scared.” 

 

Here are a handful of thoughts and observations on the Indians. 

 

1. Power trip: José Ramírez, the 5-foot-9 third baseman without the chiseled physique or the bulging biceps, is tied for the major-league lead 

with 28 home runs. We’ve covered his rise to stardom and his evolution at the plate countless times in this space, but it’s impossible not to 

marvel at the 25-year-old’s assault on the franchise record books. 

 

Granted, the All-Star Game is a few days later than normal this season, but Ramírez has slugged more pre-break home runs than any other 
player in team history. 

 

José Ramírez: 28 (2018) 

Albert Belle: 27 (1996) 

Jim Thome: 26 (2001, 2002) 

Albert Belle: 25 (1994) 

Manny Ramírez: 25 (1999) 

Al Rosen: 25 (1950) 

Travis Hafner: 25 (2006) 

Ramírez isn’t participating in the Home Run Derby, a decision reached after he met with the team Wednesday. Trevor Bauer has no doubt 
about how his teammate would fare, however. 

 

“He’s just giving other people a chance to win it,” Bauer said. “I’m sure he would hit, like, 60 homers or something. It’s unbelievable. I was 

making fun of him the other day. I was like, ‘You only hit a homer after Lindor hits a homer.’ And then he went out and hit two homers and 

looked at me (and shrugged). That’s all I’ve got on him.” 

 

2. Numbers game: There isn’t much of a story behind Bauer’s decision to sport the No. 47 on the back of his uniform. He has worn the number 

since his sophomore year at UCLA. He previously wore No. 11, because the letter “K” is the 11th letter of the alphabet. But when his high 

school teammate, Trevor Brown, joined him at UCLA, Bauer gifted No. 11 to his buddy. 

 
No, No. 47 isn’t an ode to Bauer’s career-high pitch count. Bauer said he totaled 147 pitches in a complete-game effort at Arizona State in 

2009, his freshman season at UCLA. In that game, he induced a harmless fly to center off the bat of pinch-hitter Jason Kipnis. 

 

“I didn’t start that game — I got the day off because I demolished the entire Pac-10 and we were coasting,” Kipnis said, with a hint of sarcasm, 

as his locker mate, Michael Brantley, delivered an ear-rattling laugh. “It was a big-league fly out.” 

 

3. Dark times for Cleveland calves: It’s not out of the realm of possibility that Lonnie Chisenhall has played his final game for the Indians. A 

second opinion confirmed a left calf strain for Chisenhall, who is expected to miss eight to 10 weeks. That would push his return to September, 

and even then, he’d have quite the layer of rust to shed. Chisenhall is eligible for free agency at the end of the season. 

 
The Indians sorely need outfield help as the trade deadline approaches. Entering October with some collection of Greg Allen, Rajai Davis, Tyler 

Naquin and Brandon Guyer to man center and right would be less than ideal. Bradley Zimmer is recovering from a shoulder impingement at the 

team’s complex in Goodyear, Arizona. Whenever he returns to full health, he has some swing mechanics to sort out. 



4. Stuck in the desert: Many have asked about the plan for Brady Aiken, who has yet to be assigned to a minor-league affiliate this season. 

When The Athletic inquired about Aiken’s situation, a front office member declined to comment on any specifics, noting only that, “We try to 

build plans to support each player in an individualized way.” The former first-round pick, who will turn 22 next month, posted a 4.77 ERA last 

year at Class A Lake County, with 101 walks and 89 strikeouts in 132 innings. 

5. Columbus reunion: Former Tribe reliever Shawn Armstrong struck out the only batter he faced in the Triple-A All-Star Game on Wednesday 
night at Huntington Park in the state capital. Now with the Mariners’ organization, Armstrong split the last three years between Cleveland and 

Class AAA Columbus. During his return to Columbus, Armstrong had a chance to meet the twin boys of the late Matt Pruzinsky, who served as 

the Clippers’ clubhouse manager from 2010-17 before he died unexpectedly in December. Armstrong launched a GoFundMe page, which 

raised more than $100,000 for the family of the organization’s “26th Man.” Matt’s widow, Shannon, and the boys, Matthew and Brayden, 

attended the game Wednesday. 

 

For more on Pruzinsky and the twins, here’s last month’s Father’s Day feature. 

 

Francisco Mejía started in right field in the All-Star Game and notched a single in two trips to the plate. 

 
Yankees 7, Indians 4: 12 Walk-Off Thoughts on Corey Kluber’s rough eighth inning, an on-going struggle against the Yankees and 
July not being tied to October 

By Ryan Lewis 

Here are 12 Walk-Off Thoughts after the Indians’ 7-4 loss to the New York Yankees. 

1. For the Indians, there were some positives and some negatives to take out of Thursday night’s loss to the Yankees with a bigger picture in 
mind. And, it’s easy to look toward October with this matchup, the Indians cruising to their third consecutive division title and the Yankees firmly 
in the grouping of elite teams in the American League. 

2. It’s an extremely small sample size, but it’s also understandable if some fans in attendance grew a bit wearier with the Indians’ fourth 
consecutive loss to the Yankee this season—seven if you include the rough ending to the 2017 ALDS. What happened last year will still be very 
visible, each Didi Gregorious home run bringing back nightmares. Even the ninth-inning at-bat between Rajai Davis and Aroldis Chapman drew 
a louder-than-usual ovation as Davis stepped to the plate, that moment of bedlam lurking in the memories of Indians fans and nostalgia for one 
of the biggest moments in Cleveland sports history racing back. Though, in baseball, all of that means very little—in fact, in most sports, it 
means very little. 

3. What happens in July or earlier has little impact on October, including in the event of one club seemingly having another’s number—of 
course, there are some instances of a pitcher or hitter performing well against someone in particular that can be noted, but in a general sense, 
much can change. Indians manager Terry Francona has routinely noted that momentum in baseball is only up to the next day’s starting pitcher. 
And, in a five- or seven-game series, it’s as much about pitching matchups and who happens to be hitting well at that time as anything. Taking 
a sports that demands a 162-game season and cramming it into five or so games pretty much means anything goes. It’s why those in the 
clubhouse aren’t viewing a four-game series as a measuring stick for what’s to come in a couple months. 

4. Said Corey Kluber, when asked if he uses this series as a litmus test for where the Indians stand: “I don’t. I think baseball’s one of those 
games where any team can win any given day. So whether you’re playing a team with the best record in baseball or a team with the worst 
record in baseball. I guess I don’t take stock in where you matchup with them because each day you can go out and face a pitcher who’s lights 
out or things like that. Obviously you wanna win every game. But playing a team that’s got a really good record like that, I don’t think you use 
them as a measuring stick anymore than facing a last-place team.” 

5. Added Francisco Lindor: “They have a good team. Last year was last year, and who cares how last year [ended]. This year they swept us at 
their place—I let two games go. Then today they played better than us. Hats off to the Yankees, they’re doing a really good job.” 

6. The Indians did knock around Luis Severino, a Cy Young contender, for four runs in the first four innings. Though, they also didn’t collect a 
hit in four innings against the terrific Yankees bullpen. And, that was the difference Thursday night. The Yankees went to their dynamic bullpen 
after five innings from their starter and watched them dominate. It was potentially not far off how they might treat a postseason game.  7. Said 
Francona: “We did a great job against Severino, I mean he’s got exceptional stuff. We scored. We made him throw pitches. We got him out 
after five, but their bullpen is also exceptional. They brought in four guys that are pretty good and they kind of did a number on us.” 

8. The Indians, meanwhile, went to Kluber in the eighth, with him facing a strong lineup for the fourth time. Kluber is of course one of the elite 
pitchers in the game today, and one who even in a postseason setting might get the ball on a night in which he’s at his best. In many respects, 
Kluber wasn’t quite as sharp but still sent out at 100 pitches for the eighth. With a healthy bullpen—meaning Andrew Miller—or at least one 
which can be trusted to a greater extent, Kluber’s night ends at 100 pitches in a 4-4 game. But, that’s in an ideal world, and the Indians have 
been living in one far from it. Francona didn’t question the decision to send him back out, all things considered. 

9. Said Francona: “Tonight I thought he was fine. And he was at what, 100? And I thought he was throwing the ball well. There’s been some 
instances where I think we’ve given guys some wiggle room, but I thought he was in command of what he was doing.” 

10. Jose Ramirez belted a solo home run off Severino, his 28th home run of the season. He’s now tied for the major-league lead with Boston’s 
J.D. Martinez. It’s a sentence even the most rose-colored projections couldn’t have predicted. Ramirez is playing at a superstar level, and 
somehow seems to still be speeding up and raising his own bar higher each day. He’s now slugged four home runs in three games, as if Adam 
Schefter’s Browns-Indians Tweet is what’s going through his mind as he steps to the plate. 

11. “I knew he was going to be a good hitter,” Lindor said. “Hit home runs like that, not sure. But I knew what he was capable of. He just, I 
guess he’s getting stronger as the year goes by and he’s getting the right pitches to drive. He gets a good pitch, when he swings, he’s not 
missing it.” 

12. Added Kluber: “I mean I think we all knew he was a really good player. To be a finalist for the MVP last year, it speaks for itself. Whether I 
specifically thought he’d be tied for the lead in home runs, I don’t know if I thought about it that in-depth, but I think we all know he’s a really 
good player. I think what he does out on the field speaks for itself.” 
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Yankees 7, Indians 4: Yankees get to Corey Kluber in the eighth, edge Indians 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: In a rematch of last year’s American League Division Series, and a possible preview of another one this October, the New York 
Yankees used an eighth-inning rally to beat the Indians 7-4 Thursday night. 

The first game of a four-game series was deemed a pitchers’ duel featuring two of the game’s very best on the mound. Instead, it was the 
hitters who took center stage at Progressive Field. 

The Yankees (61-31) went to the bullpen after the fifth. The Indians tried to ride their ace into the eighth inning, when the Yankees came away 
with the decisive blows. 

Indians starter Corey Kluber (12-5), who entered the eighth at exactly 100 pitches and the score tied 4-4, walked Didi Gregorius to open the 
inning. With one out, Aaron Hicks drilled a double to deep left-center field, breaking the deadlock and ending Kluber’s night. 

With lefty Oliver Perez on the mound, Hicks stole third base and then scored on a sacrifice fly by Greg Bird to give the Yankees an insurance 
run. 

In the ninth, Brett Gardner launched his second homer of the night — a solo shot off the right-field foul pole against Tyler Olson — to push the 
Yankees’ lead to 7-4. 

The Yankees bullpen, one of the best units in baseball, didn’t allow a hit. Adam Warren, David Robertson, Dellin Betances and Aroldis 
Chapman combined to throw four scoreless innings to shut the door. 

The Indians (50-42) had little trouble with Yankees starter and Cy Young contender Luis Severino in the first inning. Francisco Lindor led off 
with a double off the base of the wall and, two batters later, came in to score on Jose Ramirez’s RBI single. 

Ramirez was caught stealing, but Edwin Encarnacion belted a solo home run, his 21st of the season, to left field to put the Indians on top 2-0. 

The Indians broke a 2-2 tie in the third when Michael Brantley singled, stole second base and then scored on a single by Yonder Alonso. 

Ramirez, who had three home runs in the last two games entering Thursday night, hit a solo home run that just cleared the right-field wall in the 
fifth inning, continuing his stretch as the hottest hitter in baseball. It gave him 28 home runs this season, tied with Boston Red Sox outfielder 
J.D. Martinez for the most in baseball. 

It also marked the most home runs ever hit by an Indians player before the All-Star break, surpassing Albert Belle’s 27 homers in 1996. 

The Yankees, though, also had little trouble with Kluber, tagging him for four runs in the first four innings. In the third, Kluber allowed a leadoff 
double and a two-run home run to Gardner, which tied the score 2-2. 

The Yankees took their first lead an inning later. Gregorius, who hit a couple of home runs off Kluber in last year’s ALDS, again got the better of 
the Indians ace with a solo shot to center field. A single by Giancarlo Stanton, an error by Yan Gomes on a sacrifice bunt and a double by Bird 
put the Yankees on top 4-3. 

Kluber allowed six earned runs on eight hits and two walks to go with nine strikeouts in 7⅓ innings. It was the second time this season Kluber 
has allowed six earned runs in an outing, matching his June 26 start against the St. Louis Cardinals. 
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Indians notebook: Trevor Bauer hopes to be able to pitch in All-Star Game; Jose Ramirez won’t compete in Home Run Derby 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: Trevor Bauer has never shied away from taking the mound as often as possible and whenever asked. There’s no reason why 
next week’s All-Star Game should be any different. 

But the issue in terms of Bauer’s availability for the All-Star Game is that he’s also slated to start Sunday’s game against the New York 
Yankees. 

In the past, pitchers who started games for their respective teams on the Sunday prior were deemed ineligible. It’s now up to the players and 
teams to make a decision as to whether he will be available. 

Bauer, being a pitcher who’d throw every day he possibly could if allowed, as of now feels he’d at least be physically ready to go. 

“You know me. When’s the last time I took myself out of pitching anything?” Bauer said. “I’d like to be available, so we’ll see. I don’t know. I 
guess it’s also up to the manager of the game — who pitches. As far as I know, I’m available, but I don’t think anything’s like definitive one way 
or another.” 

Bauer, whose typical bullpen day would normally be on Wednesday, is having by far the best season of his career, putting himself in the Cy 
Young conversation. He’s posted a 2.30 ERA with 168 strikeouts in 129⅓ innings and leads all starting pitchers in baseball with a 2.15 FIP and 
4.9 fWAR. 

And, while Bauer spoke on Sunday of his eagerness to pitch in the All-Star Game, teams also must take all things into consideration with the 
bigger season in mind. 

“We talked to him about maybe just being available for extra-innings, something like that,” Indians manager Terry Francona said. “I think there’s 
a proper way to go through the league and make sure you’re respectful to the game and to the coaches and manager that are running it. 

“… Trevor’s been really good about it. He said, ‘I’d like to throw a lot of innings for the Indians.’ We really appreciate [that].” 

No Home Run Derby 



Jose Ramirez has been putting on his own miniature Home Run Derby in Cleveland this week, but he won’t be participating in the bigger event 
in Washington, D.C., on Monday night. 

Ramirez is not in the field of eight contestants, announced by Major League Baseball on Wednesday night. According to Francona, the club told 
him he could do it if he wants, but a group discussion with Ramirez and the team ended with the decision to not participate. 

“We told him that he had our blessing if he wanted to do it,” Francona said. “I think, just watching him and everything, I think he has good 
reasons for not and I was glad. But if he wanted to, he would have had our blessing.” 

Ramirez entered Thursday night second in the majors with 27 home runs, a lightning bolt at the plate who hasn’t slowed down since the 
beginning of last season. His wRC+ of 166 is fourth in the game and he’s one of five players with an OPS of at least 1.000. 

“I sat down with the team and we made a decision, all of us together, and we just decided it wasn’t the best thing for me to do at this time,” 
Ramirez said through a team translator. “It’s a long season. I’m a player that plays every day and I need to save energy for the second half and, 
God willing, the playoffs as well.” 

The Indians clubhouse was largely disappointed the world will be denied watching Ramirez in the Home Run Derby, at least for now. 

“I had him winning. I had him winning the Derby, believe it or not,” Francisco Lindor said. “I had him going all the way to the finals. We all know 
anything can happen in the finals. I truly believe in his bat. I truly believe in his bat control, because the Derby right now, it’s not about … 
believe it or not, the Derby right now is not about how strong you are. It’s about who has the most bat control, and I think Josey is one of the 
best at that. I think he had a really good chance of winning.” 

Jason Kipnis wasn’t aware Ramirez had passed on the derby until reporters told him after Tuesday night’s game. 

“Talking all that s*** about how he’s going to win it,” Kipnis joked. “I hit BP with him. I don’t want to see those scrapers. Those first two rows. 
Nobody wants to watch that for a home run derby. If you got a guy on the mound throwing 95, I’ll take Jose Ramirez to win the derby. 

“But I think I’d rather see some big, long balls. He’s impressive, though, with what he’s doing. I’m just giving him s***.” 

Miller in Akron 

Reliever Andrew Miller threw approximately 39 pitches off the mound on Wednesday and will next throw live batting practice in Akron on 
Saturday, giving him an opportunity to face live hitters. 

“It’s been a while now. He needs to pitch, I think for his own well-being,” Francona said Wednesday of Miller. “… We rely on him so much. 
We’re fortunate that it’s July and we have time to let him get on a roll.” 
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Jose Ramirez puts Cleveland Indians teammates first in turning down HR derby (podcast) 

By Joe Noga 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Francisco Lindor really would have put his money on teammate Jose Ramirez winning the MLB All-Star home run derby if 
the diminutive Dominican infielder had decided to participate. 

But, sadly, Lindor and Indians fans everywhere won't get the chance. Ramirez declined an invite to the event, saying he discussed it with his 
teammates and decided to save his energy for the second half of the season. 

Still, Lindor said after Wednesday's win against Cincinnati that Ramirez would have put on a show. 

"Believe it or not, the derby right now is not about how strong you are," Lindor said. "It's about who has the most bat control and I think Josey is 
one of the best at that. I think he had a really good chance of winning." 

On this week's Cleveland Baseball Talk Podcast, cleveland.com's Paul Hoynes and Joe Noga look at Cleveland's five All-Star selections and 
what to expect, as well as a look back an unusual week of Tribe baseball that included a bullpen snafu and a 19-run offensive outburst. 

Hoynsie and Joe also discuss some of the Tribe's options as the trade deadline creeps closer, and share some of Paul's favorite things about 
attending the Midsummer Classic. 

Got a question you want answered on the podcast? Submit it to Paul or Joe on Twitter or via email. 
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New York Yankees rally late to beat Cleveland Indians and Corey Kluber, 7-4 

By Paul Hoynes,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- If Corey Kluber and Luis Severino were auditioning to start the All-Star Game for the American League on Tuesday night 
in Washington, D.C., well, they fell flat. 

It's not like they missed every high note, but they didn't kill it either. 

But that's OK, instead of a pitchers' duel, a baseball game broke out Thursday night at Progressive Field and it was a good one until the Tribe's 
bullpen got involved. The Yankees won it, 7-4, as they scored two runs in the eighth and one in the ninth. 

Severino, who leads the big leagues with 14 wins, was pulled after five innings and the score tied, 4-4. 

The Indians, counting last year's ALDS, have lost seven straight to the Yankees. Kluber (12-5, 2.76) has taken his lumps in that stretch. He 
allowed six runs on eight hits in seven innings Thursday night. 

Kluber, who struck out nine, came out the eighth with 100 pitches and the score still tied at 4-4. 

"There are instances where you'll give guys wiggle room, but I thought he was in command of what he was doing," said manager Terry 
Francona. 



Kluber, however, immediately walked Didi Gregorius on four pitches before retiring Giancarlo Stanton. But Aaron Hicks doubled to the wall in 
center to score Gregorius for a 5-4 lead. 

Oliver Perez relieved and Hicks stole third. The Indians challenged the safe call, but after a review the call on the field stood. It was a timely 
steal by Hicks as Greg Bird followed with a sacrifice fly. 

Francona could used Perez against the switch-hitting Hicks, but he's hitting better against lefties than righties so he stayed with Kluber. 

"I felt fine coming out for the eighth," said Kluber. "We talked about it after the seventh and I said I felt good. Leadoff walks are not a good thing 
and Hicks had a good at-bat. 

"They're one of the best offensive teams in baseball. The whole lineup, one through nine, there's no letdown from the leadoff hitter through the 
ninth inning. If you make mistakes, like I did a few times, they took advantage of them and it cost us." 

Brett Gardner made it 7-4 with a homer in the ninth off Tyler Olson. It was his second of the game and ninth of the season. 

While Francona sent Kluber out for the eighth, Yankee manager Aaron Boone had no problem lifting Severino after Jose Ramirez tied the game 
in the fifth at 4-4 with his 28th homer of the season. It tied him with J.D. Martinez for the most homers in the big leagues and set an Indians 
record for the most homers before the All-Star break. 

The Indians struck first, taking a 2-0 lead in the first. They have outscored their opponents this year, 71-45, in the first inning. Francisco Lindor 
opened with a double. Michael Brantley moved him to third with a grounder to second and Ramirez delivered him with a single to right for a 1-0 
lead. 

Ramirez tried to steal second, but was thrown out by Austin Romine. It cost the Indians a run because Edwin Encarnacion followed with a 
homer into the bleachers in left for a 2-0 lead. It was Encarnacion's 21st homer of the season. 

The Yankees tied the game, 2-2, on a two-run, two-out homer by Gardner in the third. Miguel Andujar opened with a double off the wall in left, 
but Kluber struck out the next two batters. Gardner hit a 2-2 pitch down the right field line to tie the game. 

The Indians came right back to reclaim the lead, 3-2, in the third. Brantley hit a long single off the wall in right, stole second and scored on 
Yonder Alonso's two-out single to left center off Severino. 

"We did a great job against Severino," said Francona. "He's got exceptional stuff. We scored, we made him throw pitches, we got him out after 
five. Their bullpen is also exceptional. They brought in four guys who did a number on us." 

Adam Warren, David Robertson (6-3), Dellin Betances and Aroldis Chapman relieved Severino with four scoreless and hitless innings. 
Chapman saved his 25th game. 

But the home run continued to hound Kluber. 

Gregorius, who hit two homers off Kluber in Game 5 of the ALDS, burned him again to start the fourth and tie the game again. After Stanton 
singled, Aaron Hicks put down a sacrifice bunt in front of the plate. Yan Gomes had plenty of time to throw to second and get Stanton, but his 
throw tailed away from Lindor at the bag and ended up in the outfield. 

Stanton went to third and scored on Bird's double off the wall in right center for a 4-3 lead. It looked like the game was going to tilt completely to 
the Yankees as Kluber walked Andujar to load the bases with no outs. 

Kluber, however, struck out Romine and Neil Walker lined out to Alonso at first to start a double play. 

What it means 

The Indians are 4-8 against the AL East this year and have yet to play Boston and Tampa Bay. 

The pitches 

Severino threw 94 pitches, 63 (67 percent) for strikes. Kluber threw 114 pitches, 72 (63 percent) for strikes. 

Thanks for coming 

The Yankees and Indians drew 31,267 fans to Progressive Field on Thursday night. First pitch was at 7:10 with a temperature of 77 degrees. 

Next 

Indians rookie right-hander Shane Bieber (4-1, 3.47) will face rookie right-hander Domingo German (2-4, 5.06) on Friday at 7:10 p.m. 
SportsTime Ohio, MLB Network, WTAM/1100 and WMMS/FM 100.7 will carry the game. 

Bieber, coming off his first big-league loss, will be facing the Yankees for the first time. He has 36 strikeouts in his first six big-league starts. 

German will be making his 12 start and 18th appearance for the Yankees. German started against the Indians on May 6 and held them 
scoreless and hitless over six innings. The Yankees won, 7-4, but German was not involved in the decision. 
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Does Trevor Bauer want to pitch in the All-Star Game? What do you think? 

By T.J. Zuppe Jul 13, 2018  1   

At a time when other Major League hurlers are resting their arms for the upcoming season, Trevor Bauer tossed four innings during a UCLA 

alumni game in January. Between that and several other simulated frames of winter work, he estimated he threw a total of 40 “innings” during 

the offseason. 

 

His new slider wasn’t going to develop itself. 

 



Bauer regularly eclipses the 100-pitch mark. His 109.4 pitch-per-game average currently leads baseball by over three pitches. He can instantly 

recall that his lifetime high in a single game is 147 — a feat he accomplished during his freshman season against Arizona State. 

 

And when blood was gushing from the side of his right pinkie during Game 3 of the 2016 ALCS due to the infamous drone mishap, he 

desperately attempted to hide the steady drip of crimson by clutching his right hand against his dark blue uniform, all in the hope of remaining in 
the contest. 

 

(Spoiler alert: Everyone noticed.) 

 

Pitching is kind of his thing. So, would Bauer let the fact he’s scheduled to start Sunday against the Yankees impact his availability in the All-

Star Game in Washington, D.C.? 

 

“You know me,” Bauer said with a sly smile. “When’s the last time I took myself out of pitching anything? 

 

In previous years, Sunday’s scheduled starters were automatically disqualified from appearing in the All-Star Game. That rule has since 
changed, giving teams and players control over their availability. With Bauer performing better than at any point in his career, his desire to pitch 

Tuesday following his first All-Star selection is understandable. 

 

“I’d like to be available, so we’ll see,” Bauer said. “I don’t know. I guess it’s also up to the manager of the game — who pitches. As far as I 

know, I’m available, but I don’t think anything’s like, definitive one way or another.” 

 

The Indians have tried to work his desire to pitch into their plans. 

 

Of course, his ability to help them win a regular-season game — one that actually counts in the standings — precedes any opportunity to 

appear in the midsummer exhibition of the game’s top stars. That’s why, first and foremost, what takes place in Sunday’s battle at Progressive 
Field will help determine his availability Tuesday. 

 

That said, it certainly sounds like the most likely outcome is one that features Bauer being held back as an insurance policy for extra innings or 

any other unforeseen scenario. 

 

“I think there’s a proper way to go through the league and make sure you’re respectful to the game and to the coaches and manager that are 

running it,” Terry Francona said. “Chris (Antonetti) has already done some talks. Carl (Willis) and I will give those guys a call. You don’t want to 

put them in a predicament.” 

 

Bauer’s typical day to throw a side session would come Wednesday, one day after the All-Star Game. As for how tossing a potential inning 
Tuesday would impact his typical mid-start routine, the righty played coy. 

 

“I don’t know. No one’s ever let me throw on two days’ rest,” he joked. “I guess we’ll find out.” 

 

As Francona noted, if Bauer doesn’t pitch Tuesday, there’s a good chance the owner of the league’s highest pitching WAR total (according to 

FanGraphs) would open the second half as their starter Friday against the Rangers. Beyond that, the club’s rotation plans remain a mystery. 

 

If nothing else, starting back-to-back regular-season games, even on a technicality, would be a nice consolation prize for the confident hurler. 

 

“Trevor’s been really good about it,” Francona said. “He said, ‘I’d like to throw a lot of innings for the Indians.’ We really appreciate that.” 
 

Still, Bauer conceded he’s thought a lot about earning an opportunity to pitch. He says he has “plans for it,” but beyond guessing he’ll pitch with 

a GoPro camera on his cap (he didn’t rule it out when The Athletic suggested it Thursday), we can only speculate. 

 

“Zero days of rest would be fine. I don’t care,” Bauer said. “Whatever. I just like to pitch.” 
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Tigers-Indians-Baseball-31Indians starting pitcher Trevor Bauer hopes to see action in Tuesday's All-Star Game even though he's supposed to 

start Sunday against the Yankees.AP 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

CLEVELAND — Though he makes his final start of the first half Sunday, right-hander Trevor Bauer plans on being available to pitch two days 

later in the All-Star Game in Washington, D.C. — and hopes he gets the opportunity to take the mound. 

 

“I guess it’s also up to the manager of the game (Houston’s A.J. Hinch) who pitches. As far as I know, I’m available, but I don’t think anything’s 

like definitive one way or another,” said Bauer, who is on the All-Star Game roster for the first time in his career. “You know me. When’s the last 

time I took myself out of pitching anything? I threw 40 innings this offseason. I threw in my alumni game — four innings. Yeah, I’d like to pitch.” 
 

Manager Terry Francona said team president Chris Antonetti has spoken with representatives from the Astros and that the Indians are on 

board with Bauer making an appearance, but only if it is out of necessity. 



“We talked to (Bauer) about maybe just being available for extra innings, something like that,” Francona said. “I think there’s a proper way to go 

through the league and make sure you’re respectful to the game and to the coaches and manager that are running it. You don’t want to put 

them in a predicament. 

 

“Trevor’s been really good about it. He said, ‘I’d like to throw a lot of innings for the Indians.’ We really appreciate (that). But out of respect to 
the game, just be available like if they need him. And then if he doesn’t pitch, he’d probably come out of the chute first (to start the second half). 

And then we’ll go from there.” 

 

Bauer had worked the second-most innings (1291⁄3) in the majors through Wednesday, while ranking fourth with 168 strikeouts and seventh 

with a 2.30 ERA. 

 

Miller moment 

Francona confirmed that left-hander Andrew Miller (right knee inflammation) would face hitters Saturday, He’ll throw a live batting practice at 

Double-A Akron. 

 
Miller has been sidelined since May 26, but is expected to begin a rehab assignment shortly after the All-Star break. 

 

Kip, Kip, hooray 

Second baseman Jason Kipnis entered Thursday batting just .223 over 84 games, but was hitting .323 (21-for-65) with 14 runs, five home runs 

and 14 RBIs over his last 20 games. 

 

Francona said he has advised Kipnis to focus on how he’s hitting now, not on the struggles he endured over the first two-plus months. 

 

“I’ve tried to remind him of that a couple times ’cause he’s actually done pretty well and it wouldn’t surprise me if he does better,” Francona 

said. “Now, his batting average isn’t going to reflect that like he’d like it to, but if that doesn’t beat him down, he’s got a chance to be a guy ... 
we’ve all seen when he gets hot what he can do.” 

 

Kipnis extended his home on-base streak to 25 games Wednesday (dating back to May 3), which was tied with Texas’ Shin-Soo Choo for the 

second-longest active streak in the majors behind Boston’s J.D. Martinez (35). 

 

Damn Yankees 

Though the Yankees are one baseball’s best teams and the Indians had lost four of their last five games through Wednesday, New York’s visit 

comes at an ideal time, according to Francona. 

 

“I think it’s good (in) one aspect,” he said. “You’re coming up on the break where guys are starting to ... you can see it, I don’t blame them, 
they’re looking to the (All-Star) break. But this team will get your attention in a hurry. So that’s good. 

 

“We played them good in New York and we couldn’t finish anything (in the Yankees’ three-game sweep). That’s was when we were going 

through a real tough stretch in our bullpen. We know we have to play really well to beat them. They’re a really good team. They have a lot of 

ways to beat you, so we need to be at the top of our game.” 

 

Bauer believes the Indians will be up to the task during the four-game series. 

 

“As far as I’m concerned, we’re focused on our team and how we can be the better team,” Bauer said. “We know we’re good enough to 

compete with anybody in the league. It’s about playing our brand of baseball and getting to the point where we’re firing on all cylinders.” 
 

No thanks 

Third baseman Jose Ramirez, who will make his second straight All-Star start Tuesday, officially declined an invitation to participate in the 

Home Run Derby on Monday. 

 

“He’s just giving other people a chance to win it,” Bauer joked of Ramirez, who entered Thursday ranked second in the American League with 

27 home runs to match Albert Belle for the most in franchise history prior to the All-Star break. “I’m sure he would hit like 60 homers or 

something. It’s unbelievable. I was making fun of him the other day. I was like, ‘You only hit a homer after Lindor hits a homer.’ And then he 

went out and hit two homers (Wednesday) and looked at me (and shrugged). That’s all I’ve got on him.” 

 
Francona was pleased with Ramirez’s decision to abstain from the Derby. 

 

“I don’t think people realize the output of energy it is. It’s an incredible amount of energy that goes into it,” he said. “It’s also very good for the 

game. Fans love it. So, you know, I think if it’s your guy, you just hope it goes well and there aren’t any ramifications.” 

 

Roundin’ third 

 

Yonder Alonso became the fifth Indians player to reach the 50-RBI plateau Wednesday, joining Ramirez, Edwin Encarnacion, Michael Brantley 

and Francisco Lindor. No other team in the majors has more than three. 

 
Cleveland is also the only MLB team with three players with 60 or more RBIs — Ramirez, Lindor and Encarnacion. 

 

  



Yankees 7, Indians 4: Marquee pitching matchup a flop as Yanks outlast Tribe 

Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on July 12, 2018 | Updated 6:25 a. m. 

CLEVELAND — The marquee pitching matchup between American League Cy Young contenders Corey Kluber and the Yankees’ Luis 

Severino failed to live up to advanced billing. 

 
The opener of a four-game series pitting two of the league’s top teams was a better story, but unfortunately for the Indians, it wasn’t the final 

chapter they wanted. 

 

Cleveland and New York, which met in last year’s Division Series and could get reacquainted in October, went back-and-forth Thursday night at 

Progressive Field before the Yanks emerged with a 7-4 victory in front of 31,267 fans. 

 

Neither starter was at his best. Severino lasted only five innings and allowed four runs on nine hits — including a pair of home runs. Kluber 

went further — 7 1⁄3 innings — but allowed six runs on eight hits, also surrendering two homers. 

 

“We understand it’s hard to go out there and throw eight shutout innings. He gave it his best,” shortstop Francisco Lindor said of Kluber. “The 
Yankees got a good hitting team and a good pitching staff. They played better than us the last couple of innings. Hats off to them.” 

 

Kluber got better as the game wore on, allowing four runs in the first four innings, but only three hits over his final 3 1⁄3. One of the hits was a 

big one, however, with Aaron Hicks putting New York in front for good with a double over the head of center fielder Greg Allen in the eighth. 

 

Rather than turn to his beleaguered bullpen, manager Terry Francona sent Kluber back out for the eighth at 100 pitches and he promptly 

walked Didi Gregorius on four pitches to start the inning. 

 

“I thought he was fine. And I thought he was throwing the ball well,” Francona said of Kluber. “There’s been some instances where I think we’ve 

given guys some wiggle room, but I thought he was in command of what he was doing.” 
 

“I felt fine,” Kluber said. “We talked after the seventh and they asked me if I was good and I said ‘yeah.’ I felt fine. It’s just leadoff walks aren’t a 

good thing and then Hicks had a good at-bat and was able to foul off some pitches. 

 

“Obviously, they’re one of the best offensive teams in baseball. The whole lineup, one through nine, is a good lineup. There’s not really any 

letdowns from the leadoff hitter to the ninth hitter. If you make mistakes like I did a few times tonight — they took advantage of them and it cost 

us.” 

Kluber was nearly unbeatable over the first two months, but has encountered a rough patch. Over his last six starts covering 34 innings, he’s 

posted a 5.03 ERA (19 earned runs), while allowing 31 hits — seven homers — and seven walks with only 29 strikeouts. 

 
Cleveland went to work early on Severino, scoring once off the right-hander three batters into the bottom of the first. 

 

Lindor hit Severino’s second pitch off the wall in right field for a double, moved to third on a grounder from Michael Brantley and scored on a 

single from Jose Ramirez, who was then caught trying to steal second. 

 

Edwin Encarnacion followed with his 21st homer to put the Indians in front 2-0. 

 

It was the first homer Severino has allowed in the opening inning this season and the first since surrendering one to Ramirez on Aug. 28. 

 

Lindor’s double gave him 54 extra-base hits, the most by a major league shortstop before the All-Star break. 
 

The Yankees tied it on a two-out, two-run homer from Brett Gardner in the third, but Cleveland forged ahead again in the bottom of the inning 

on Yonder Alonso’s two-out single. 

 

New York answered quickly again, scoring twice in the fourth — once on a leadoff homer from Gregorius — before the Indians tied it at 4 on 

Ramirez’s 28th homer in the fifth. 

 

Ramirez moved past Albert Belle for the most homers in franchise history prior to the All-Star break. 

 

Cleveland didn’t get another hit after Ramirez’s one-out solo shot. 
 

“We did a great job against Severino. I mean, he’s got exceptional stuff,” Francona said. “We scored. We made him throw pitches. We got him 

out after five, but their bullpen is also exceptional. They brought in four guys that are pretty good and they kind of did a number on us.” 

 

Indians fans got a nostalgic moment in the final inning with Rajai Davis pinch hitting and facing Yankees closer Aroldis Chapman, who 

surrendered a game-tying homer to Davis in Game 7 of the 2016 World Series while pitching for the Cubs. 

 

The result was different this time around. Davis struck out on four pitches. 

 

This is the second and final meeting between the two AL rivals. The Yankees have won the first four games, sweeping the Indians in a three-
game series in the Bronx on May 4-6. Counting last year’s ALDS, Cleveland has lost seven straight games to New York. 

 

 



Indians notes: Trevor Bauer plans on being available to pitch i 

By Jeff Schudel, The News-Herald & The Morning Journal 

The problem with building up a baseball game in mid-July is it is almost impossible for it to live up to expectations, even when two of the best 

pitchers in the American League are squaring off. 

 
The Indians on July 12, in the first of a four-game series at Progressive Field, hosted the Yankees in a rematch of last year’s ALDS with the 

aces from each team on the mound — Luis Severino for the Yankees and Corey Kluber for the Indians. 

 

“This is one of those games where if I wasn’t a manager, I’d come watch the game,” Indians manager Terry Francona said in his pregame news 

conference. “I was telling the other guys, I wish it was Kluber vs. Severino’s brother. I’ve never seen him. He probably is (good). But it’s a good 

matchup. You never know how it’s going to play out, but it’s two of the very best.” 

 

The Yankees entered the game with a record of 60-31, Severino with a record of 14-2 and a microscopic 2.12 ERA. The Indians were 50-41. 

Kluber was 12-4 with a 2.49 ERA. 

But a game that could have been like a playoff in July lacked intensity, in part because neither pitcher was at his best and in part because the 
Indians’ bullpen failed to keep the score close after the Yankees took a 5-4 lead. The Yankees won, 7-4, handing the Indians their fifth loss in 

six games. 

 

Severino was lifted after giving up four runs on nine hits, two of them home runs, through five innings. He left with the score 4-4. 

 

The Yankees had Kluber on the ropes in the top of the fourth. He got out of a bases-loaded no-out jam after the Yankees scored twice to take a 

4-3 lead. He stranded Aaron Judge on third in the bottom of the fifth by striking out Giancario Stanton. 

 

Kluber could not duplicate his Houdini act in the eighth. He gave up a walk to Didi Gregorius, and after getting Stanton on a fly out, gave up a 

double to Aaron Hicks off the wall in center field. Gregorius scored to break the 4-4 tie, and Kluber’s night was done. Hicks scored on a sacrifice 
fly hit off Oliver Perez to give the Yankees a 6-4 lead. 

 

Kluber has now given up 19 earned runs over 34 innings in his last six starts. He has allowed seven home runs and 31 hits over that span. 

 

Unless there is a seismic shift during the second half of the season, the Indians, Yankees, Red Sox and Astros will be four of the five American 

League teams in the playoffs. When, and if, the Indians and Yankees will meet again in 2018 after this four-game series concludes on July 15 

will be determined as the final weeks of the season unfold. 

 

The Yankees have beaten the Indians seven straight times. They won the last three games of the ALDS after the Indians won the first two 

games of the series and they swept the Tribe in New York in early May. That was about the time cracks first started to appear in the Indians’ 
bullpen. 

 

“We still have two months to go (in the regular season),” Indians catcher Yan Gomes said before the game. “You don’t look at this series as 

dictating how things are going to be going forward.” 

 

The trading deadline is July 31. Indians president Chris Antonetti should spend the next two weeks looking for players that can help the Tribe 

beat the Yankees. Otherwise another disappointing October could be at hand. 

 

Bullpen separates contending Indians, Yankees 

By Nate Barnes, The News-Herald 
A four-game series between the Indians and visiting Yankees beheld a rematch of the 2017 American League Division Series and a very 

possible preview of what’s to come in the 2018 postseason. 

 

Should the Indians and Yankees meet again in October, the Indians’ 7-4 loss July 12 also portends what may again impede their World Series 

aspirations. 

The teams’ respective Cy Young candidates, Corey Kluber and Luis Severino, dueled to a 4-4 tie after five innings. Then, Yankees manager 

Aaron Boone removed Severino and turned the game over to his bullpen. Adam Warren, David Robertson, Dellin Betances and Aroldis 

Chapman proceeded to shut the Indians’ hitters out over the game’s final four innings. 

Meanwhile, Indians manager Terry Francona sent Kluber back to the mound three more times. The reigning Cy Young winner worked 

scoreless sixth and seventh innings with a Miguel Andujar single the only blemish. The heart of the order awaited Kluber when he went out to 
the mound with 100 pitches in tow to start the eighth. 

 

Didi Gregorius led off with a four-pitch walk. Giancarlo Stanton flew out before Aaron Hicks worked the count full and sent the eighth pitch of his 

at-bat, Kluber’s 114th of the game, off the wall in left-center field to score, ultimately, the game-winning run. 

 

“I felt fine,” Kluber said. “Leadoff walks aren’t a good thing, Hicks had a good at-bat and then he was able to foul off enough pitches and get one 

that was left up in the zone a little bit.” 

 

Hicks’ double knocked Kluber out of the game. Kluber (12-5) allowed six runs and eight hits over 7 1/3 innings. He struck out nine and walked 

two. 
 

Kluber said he and Francona discussed how he felt after the seventh, when they agreed Kluber was fit to return to the mound. Francona 

downplayed any notion his bullpen’s struggles factored into the decision. 



“Tonight, I thought he was fine,” Francona said. “He was at what, 100 (pitches)? I thought he was throwing the ball well. There’s been some 

instances, I think we’ve given guys some wiggle room but I thought he was in command of what he was doing.” 

 

Greg Bird’s sacrifice fly off Oliver Perez and Brett Gardner’s home run at Tyler Olson’s expense stretched the Yankees’ lead to three. 

 
Blame for the late-inning letdown doesn’t rest solely on Kluber’s shoulders. Francona himself is hamstrung by a bullpen which owns the major 

leagues’ worst ERA. 

 

The Yankees moved to 10-3 when tied after six innings. The Indians lost for the 10th time in 12 such instances. 

 

Among the Indians’ 32 losses, 21 have come in games they led. 

 

Entering the contest July 12, the Indians’ starting pitchers’ 3.40 ERA stood as the AL’s second-best mark behind Astros. The Yankees’ 3.88 

starters’ ERA ranks 12th. 

 
But the Yankees 2.72 bullpen ERA is the best in the game and the Indians’ 5.39 bullpen ERA is the worst in the game. 

 

Francona, still missing Andrew Miller from an increasingly taxed group of relievers, was left with little recourse but to ride Kluber as long as 

possible. Beyond the loss July 12, 114-pitch outings in July add strain to an elbow the Indians will count on come October. 

 

Boone’s luxury of a shutdown bullpen afforded his hitters time to wear Kluber out and score the game’s decisive run. 

 

“Their bullpen is also exceptional,” Francona said. “They brought in four guys that are pretty good and they kind of did a number on us.” 

 

Yankees score twice in 8th off Kluber, top Indians 7-4 
The Associated Press  

CLEVELAND (AP) -- Indians manager Terry Francona trusted Corey Kluber to keep the Yankees from scoring. 

 

At this point, he has no better option. 

 

Kluber gave up a go-ahead double to Aaron Hicks with one out in the eighth inning as New York scored late against Cleveland's ace and 

downed the Indians 7-4 on Thursday night in the Yankees' first visit to Progressive Field since last year's AL playoffs. 

 

After fouling a pitch off his foot, Hicks drove a 3-2 delivery from Kluber (12-5) to deep center field, scoring Didi Gregorius easily from first base 

when the ball one-hopped the wall. 
 

Although Kluber was at 100 pitches through seven innings, Francona elected to stick with him in the eighth rather than turn things over to his 

shaky bullpen, which has the league's highest ERA and is missing Andrew Miller. 

 

''I thought he was fine,'' Francona said of Kluber. ''And he was at what, 100? And I thought he was throwing the ball well. I thought he was in 

command of what he was doing.'' 

 

The Yankees added another run in the inning on Greg Bird's sacrifice fly off Oliver Perez. 

 

Brett Gardner homered twice and Gregorius also connected for the Yankees, who overcame a 2-0 deficit and won the Division Series by 
beating Kluber in Game 5 last October. 

 

New York is 30 games over .500 for the first time this season, and for the first time before the All-Star break since 1998, when it won the World 

Series. 

 

Yankees All-Star ace Luis Severino only pitched five innings, but manager Aaron Boone got four hitless innings from Adam Warren, David 

Robertson (6-3), Dellin Betances and closer Aroldis Chapman, who got three outs for his 25th save - in his first appearance since Saturday 

because of a sore left knee. 

 

''Every win's a good win,'' Boone said. ''That was a good win up against a great pitcher. Up and down the lineup we had big at-bats in big spots. 
On a night when Sevy didn't have his best, the rest of the guys were able to come through in a big way.'' 

 

Jose Ramirez and Edwin Encarnacion homered off Severino, who was denied his major league-leading 15th win. 

 

The marquee matchup between Kluber and Severino - two of baseball's top pitchers - had everyone excited. 

 

''This is one of those games where if I wasn't a manager, I'd come watch the game,'' Francona quipped beforehand. 

 

But neither Kluber nor Severino brought their 'A' game. The All-Stars each gave up two homers, both were hit harder than expected and they 

were forced to pitch out of trouble throughout their stints. 
 

Severino allowed four runs and nine hits in five innings and recorded just one strikeout, his fewest since 2016. 

 



''We did a great job against Severino. He's got exceptional stuff,'' Francona said. ''We scored. We made him throw pitches. We got him out after 

five, but their bullpen is also exceptional. They brought in four guys that are pretty good and they kind of did a number on us.'' 

 

Kluber, who lost the decisive Game 5 to the Yankees last October while battling a stiff lower back, was at 100 pitches to start the eighth, but 

Francona stuck with him anyway. The right-hander walked Gregorius on four pitches to start the inning and then gave up the double to Hicks, 
who was just 3 for 25 in his career against the two-time Cy Young Award winner. 

 

''I was looking for a heater,'' Hicks said. ''I was looking for something middle-in I could drive. I got a lot of changeups. I was swinging and 

missing at it a lot. The pitch before that I got a heater that I just missed. I think that's what got me a changeup in that situation. I just wanted to 

stay on the ball.'' 

 

WHAT A RELIEF 

Since June 1, New York's relievers have a 1.64 ERA - the lowest in the majors and a full run better than second-place Houston (2.70). 

 

RAM TOUGH 
Ramirez connected for his fourth homer in three games to tie it 4-all in the fifth. The 25-year-old has 28 homers, breaking Albert Belle's club 

record for the most before the All-Star break. Ramirez is also tied with Boston's J.D. Martinez for the major league lead. 

 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Yankees: C Gary Sanchez (strained right groin) could begin a minor league rehab assignment Sunday. Sanchez, who has been out since June 

25, has been doing hitting, catching and agility drills. 

 

Indians: Miller will pitch batting practice to hitters Saturday at Double-A Akron, the next step in his comeback from knee inflammation that has 

sidelined the elite reliever since May 26. Miller said he expects to pitch in a ''handful of minor league games'' before he's activated. 

 
UP NEXT 

A pair of rookies square off as Cleveland's Shane Bieber (4-1) gets his first career start against the Yankees - or any AL East team - on Friday 

versus New York's Domingo German (2-4), who had a season-high 10 strikeouts on June 14 against Tampa Bay. 

      

Binghamton’s Tim Tebow back in Akron after playing in Eastern League All-Star Game 

by Beacon Journal/Ohio.com 

Tim Tebow continues to be a work in progress as a baseball player. 

 

He knows it, his Binghamton Rumble Ponies coaches and teammates know it, and the New York Mets front office knows it. 

 
At 30 years old with a resume that includes a Heisman Trophy and two national football titles at the University of Florida and a National Football 

League playoff appearance with the Denver Broncos, Tebow is not your traditional Double-A baseball player. 

 

His days as a star quarterback are in the past, and his present includes wearing No. 15 and playing left field for the Rumble Ponies in the 

Eastern League. 

 

Thursday night, Tebow batted eighth at Canal Park as the Rumble Ponies visited Akron for the second time this season to play the 

RubberDucks. 

 

“I just want to stay focused and keep working on the fundamentals and everything that I have been trying to improve on the last few months,” 
Tebow said with a smile in the first base dugout. “I am just taking it one game at a time.” 

 

Now in his second season of professional baseball, Tebow made the trek to Akron after going 1-for-4 with a double in the EL All-Star Game on 

Wednesday night in Trenton, N.J. 

 

“It was a great experience,” Tebow said of the all-star game. “It was a lot of fun getting to play with and against guys that we have been playing 

against this entire year. To get to know them and build those relationships is fun, and I think also just getting a chance to really relax, have fun 

and play a game that you really enjoy is really nice. It was a great honor. 

 

Tebow, who is 6-3 and 245 pounds, earned the all-star nod by posting a .270 batting average in 76 games this season. He entered Thursday 
with 65 hits in 241 at-bats, with 28 runs scored, 12 doubles, one triple, five home runs and 33 RBI. 

 

Tebow did strike out 95 times before the all-star break, but said he has been making adjustments with the coaching staff on his hitting, base 

running and defense. 

 

Tebow opened his 2017 season with a home run in his pro debut in Columbia. He then started the 2018 season with Binghamton and hit a 

home run in his first at-bat at Portland 

 

“I am constantly working everyday on the fundamentals and skill set to actually improve and not just talk about it,” said Tebow, who in 202 

career minor league games has a .241 average (162-for-671), 78 runs, 36 doubles, three triples, 13 home runs and 85 RBI. 
 

Tebow said away from baseball, he enjoys basketball, swimming pool workouts and, of course, football. 

 



“I am obviously aware of football,” Tebow said. “I love it still, I watch it and I am friends with so many of the guys.” 

 

‘Nothing changes’ 

 

Manager Tony Mansolino guided the Ducks to top the spot in the Eastern League Western Division standings heading into the all-star break. 
 

The Ducks entered play Thursday with a 51-38 record, and Mansolino said he is looking for his players to continue to play winning baseball in 

the second half. 

 

“I want these guys to play the same way that they did in the first half,” Mansolino said. “Nothing changes. You have to come out, have energy, 

work hard, get better, develop your games individually, play a team game, play for each other and play the game right.” 

 

The Ducks returned to the field Thursday with their five all-stars — outfielders Connor Marabell and Andrew Calica, shortstop Willi Castro, third 

baseman Joe Sever and starting pitcher Jake Paulson. 

 
Marabell, Calica, Castro and Sever were all in Thursday’s starting lineup. Paulson is scheduled to take to the mound on Monday at Harrisburg. 

 

Matt Whitehouse started Thursday’s four-game series against Binghamton. Aaron Civale, Sean Brady and Triston McKenzie are the scheduled 

pitchers for the next three games. 

 

Brett Gardner hits two homers as Yankees top Indians 

By Erik Boland 

CLEVELAND — Luis Severino didn’t deliver much in the way of a closing argument for starting Tuesday’s All-Star Game for the American 
League. 

Neither, for that matter, did Corey Kluber of the Indians. 

Indeed, the matchup of aces and Cy Young Award candidates failed to materialize Thursday night as neither starter pitched especially well. 

Severino lasted five innings, matching his season low, and recorded only one strikeout. But behind two home runs by Brett Gardner and one by 
Didi Gregorius, plus two more RBIs by the surging Greg Bird, the Yankees beat Kluber and took the first game of a key four-game series before 
the break, 7-4, in front of 31,267 at Progressive Field. 

“I thought this game was going to be a pitchers’ duel,” Severino said with a smile, “but it didn’t go that way. But we won, that’s the important 
part.” 

The Yankees (61-31) improved to 5-3 on this 11-game trip and remained 3 1⁄2 games behind the AL East-leading Red Sox, who have won 10 
straight games. 

Severino, 14-2 with a 2.21 ERA coming in, allowed four runs and a season-high nine hits. His streak of starts in which he allowed three or fewer 
earned runs was snapped at 16. 

Severino, who came in with 143 strikeouts in 123 1⁄3 innings, didn’t get a strikeout until the final out of the fifth. That turned out to be his final 
pitch of the night, No. 94. 

“I will go to the video room and see what was going on. Because I struck out one batter today,” said Severino, who hinted that he might have 
been tipping his slider and that the Indians were expecting it. “I’m not that kind of guy. Maybe two, five, but not one. Something weird was 
happening.” 

Severino allowed home runs by Edwin Encarnacion and Jose Ramirez — who hit his 28th to set an Indians record for homers before the All-
Star break — making it four homers allowed in his last two games. He allowed six homers in his first 18 starts. 

Aaron Hicks’ RBI double to center in the eighth on Kluber’s full-count changeup broke a 4-4 tie, and Bird’s sacrifice fly off lefthander Oliver 
Perez later in the inning made it 6-4 and gave him 10 RBIs in his last three games. Gardner hit his second homer and ninth of the season in the 
ninth to make it 7-4. 

“I thought the two best righthanders in the American League were pitching tonight,” Gardner said. “Neither of them had their best stuff, but for 
us to be able to come out on top on a night when Sevy struggled a little bit was a big win for us.” 

Adam Warren, David Robertson and Dellin Betances each pitched a hitless inning to get the ball to Aroldis Chapman, who hadn’t pitched since 
coming out of Saturday’s game in Toronto, bothered by the left knee tendinitis he’s dealt with most of the season. Chapman pitched a perfect 
ninth to go 25-for-26 in save chances. 

Though Kluber came into the night 12-4 with a 2.49 ERA this season and with a career mark of 5-1, 1.80 against the Yankees, the latter 
numbers were regular season only. The Yankees hit Kluber hard twice in last season’s five-game Division Series victory, knocking him out after 
3 2⁄3 innings in Game 5. 

He gave up four runs in the first four innings Thursday night and wound up allowing six runs and eight hits in 7 1⁄3 innings. 

Kluber retired the first six batters he faced and had a 2-0 lead on Ramirez’s RBI single and Encarnacion’s two-out homer in the first. But Miguel 
Andujar doubled to lead off the third and Gardner lined a home run over the rightfield wall to tie it. 

“That got the boys going a little bit,” Boone said. 

Gregorius homered and Bird hit an RBI double off the right-centerfield wall in the fourth, but Ramirez homered to tie it at 4-4 in the fifth. 



The Yankees improved to 17-6 against teams that would qualify for the American League playoffs if the season ended Friday, including a 4-0 
mark against the Indians (50-42). 

“That’s not a ton of games, but look, I think the guys in our room, there’s no question they like the competition and there’s an element of they 
rise up a little bit when they’re going up against the best,” Boone said. “I love the fact we’ve performed well. I don’t think there’s any question 
those guys in there, the hair on their neck stands up a little bit when they’re up against the best.” 
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Greg Bird starting to make impact for Yankees 

By Erik Boland 

CLEVELAND — Aaron Boone answered quickly and emphatically. 

What kind of impact, the Yankees manager was asked, could Greg Bird have on his lineup if he finally gets going? 

“Huge,” Boone said. 

Bird, who has been inconsistent at the plate since coming off the disabled list May 26, finally appears to be taking off. 

Bird entered Thursday with unimpressive overall numbers — a .208/.324/.440 slash line, seven homers and 18 RBIs in 38 games — but with at 
least one hit in eight of his last 10 games. 

He had four RBIs in each of his previous two games, including his first career grand slam in Wednesday’s victory in Baltimore and a three-run 
shot Tuesday against the Orioles. Bird made it 10 RBIs in three games with a run-scoring double off Corey Kluber and a sacrifice fly off 
lefthander Oliver Perez on Thursday night in the Yankees’ 7-4 victory over the Indians. 

“It’s little things,” Bird said. “Finding the little positives in each day. I feel like gradually it’s coming. It’s just been [slow]. I can feel it on a swing 
here or there, and it’s just been better.” 

And at times potent. 

Though he doesn’t have a lot of hits, he’s made them count. Of Bird’s 26 hits entering Thursday, 14 went for extra bases. 

“When he’s right, we really believe he’s that on-base power presence from the left side, and in our ballpark, him playing well is a big deal for 
us,” Boone said. “Hopefully we’re starting to see him get a little bit settled in and having some impact at-bats for us.” 

Boone always stresses “strike zone discipline” with his hitters, something he believes Bird has done for the most part, whether the results have 
been there or not. 

“I’ve felt like the at-bat quality’s been OK all along,” Boone said. “I feel like it’s gotten a lot better in the last week and we’re starting to see him . 
. . I think at-bat to at-bat, getting himself in a better position to really impact the ball. Obviously a couple of big home runs the last couple of 
days.” 

On the grand slam, Bird fouled off four straight two-strike pitches from righthander Dylan Bundy — a fastball, slider, changeup and fastball — 
before driving a 2-and-2 curveball off the rightfield foul pole. 

“I’ve been more consistent,” said Bird, who as recently as June 27 was hitting .191 with a .308 on-base percentage. “I’ve preached that. You’ve 
got to be consistent and you have to hit mistakes.” 

Boone said Bird’s discipline at the plate got him some mistakes to hit during his struggles, but he just wasn’t connecting with them. 

“Most of the time, I feel like he’s controlled the strike zone pretty well,” Boone said. “Now when he’s getting a pitch, we’re starting to see him 
impact it. I felt like for a time when he was going through [his difficulties], he was having some decent at-bats, but when he got a pitch he could 
do some damage with, it might be a fly ball or a hard-hit ball [at someone] or something like that. Now he’s getting in some deep counts and 
really making the pitcher work, really controlling the strike zone and a couple of big swings, which is huge for him and huge for us. Because 
when he’s right, his on-base power element is really important.” 

Bird, however, isn’t ready to make any declarations about a handful of games portending a prolonged hot streak. 

Much like Sonny Gray — who downplayed his six shutout innings Wednesday, saying “It’s one start” — Bird is taking it day-by-day. 

“I just play,” he said. “I show up every day and I play. I prepare and I put in the work and I play.” 
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A Potential Pitching Showcase Melts Into a Rugged Yankees Win 

By Billy Witz 

CLEVELAND — If Houston’s A.J. Hinch, the American League manager in next week’s All-Star Game, was mulling whom to select as his 
starting pitcher in the exhibition, a convenient showcase presented itself on Thursday night when two of the best in baseball were pitted against 
each other. 

Luis Severino of the Yankees and Corey Kluber of the Cleveland Indians left Hinch with a compelling case — to pick Boston’s Chris Sale. 

While the promise of an enthralling pitchers’ duel instead gave way to a pair of pedestrian performances, there was little grumbling from the 
Yankees, who bulled their way past the Indians for a 7-4 victory. 

Brett Gardner homered twice — early and late — to lead a resilient offense, and their bullpen held the Indians in check in their first visit back to 
Progressive Field since they stunned the Indians in the decisive Game 5 of an American League division series last October. 



“I don’t think that’s how everyone had it unfolding,” Yankees Manager Aaron Boone said. “That’s baseball for you. That’s why you go out there 
and play it. Sometimes when you think it’s going to be so difficult for both sides to mount anything, both sides are able to really get contributions 
up and down the lineup. That was a good one to walk in here on.” 

Boone, of course, was not here when the Yankees walked into a Champagne-soaked clubhouse last fall. 

The victory that night bolstered the Yankees’ status as serious World Series contenders, and their win on Thursday carried at least one of the 
same themes if none of the stakes. Kluber was beset by the same hobgoblins that troubled him last year in the playoffs — yielding two home 
runs, one to Gardner and another to Didi Gregorius, who hit two off him in Game 5. 

“The only flashback I had was when Didi hit a homer,” said Aaron Hicks, whose eighth-inning double off Kluber put the Yankees ahead to stay. 

Still, Kluber was sharper and went longer than Severino, who lasted just five innings for the second consecutive game. 

Manager Terry Francona, whose bullpen is tattered, stayed with Kluber into the eighth even with Gregorius leading off. Kluber walked 
Gregorius on four pitches and, after Giancarlo Stanton flied out, Hicks clubbed a 3-2 changeup off the center field wall. Gregorius, correctly 
reading that center fielder Greg Allen was not going to reach the ball, slid home safely ahead of Francisco Lindor’s strong relay throw. It was 
the last of Kluber’s 114 pitches. 

Severino threw 94, and barely resembled the pitcher who has given so much ballast to the Yankees rotation, carrying a 14-2 record and a 2.12 
earned run average into the game. 

The hints came early. Lindor cracked Severino’s second pitch — a fastball — into the right-field corner. Severino was fortunate that he did not 
give up more than four runs, aided by catcher Austin Romine’s throwing out Jose Ramirez just before Edwin Encarnacion homered and Jeff 
Brantley’s hitting into a 4-6-3 double play just before Ramirez tied the score in the fifth with a solo homer. It could have been worse for Kluber, 
too. He had the bases loaded with no outs in the fourth after allowing the Yankees to take a 4-3 lead, but he fanned Romine before Neil Walker 
hit a liner right to Yonder Alonso at first base that turned into a double play. 

Severino allowed nine hits — the most since he was knocked around by the Astros last year on the day All-Star selections were announced. 
“Maybe I shouldn’t pitch around the All-Star Game,” he said with a laugh. 

Severino also struck out just one — whiffing the last batter he faced, Encarnacion, to equal a career low that he had not hit since Sept. 26, 
2016, when he was ejected at Toronto after getting only three outs. 

“I only struck out one batter today,” said Severino. “I’m not that kind of guy.” 

Adam Warren, David Robertson, Dellin Betances and Aroldis Chapman held the Indians without a hit, each working an inning. 

After providing the Yankees with another lead, Hicks provided a cushion. He alertly stole third on reliever Oliver Perez’s lengthy delivery — 
something he said Boone had alerted him to look for — and scored from there when Greg Bird lifted a fly ball to left to put the Yankees ahead 
by 6-4. 

Gardner provided more comfort when he homered off left-hander Tyler Olson in the ninth. 

The winning rally was not the first sign of resilience from the Yankees batters on Thursday. The Yankees, trailing 2-0 in the third, evened the 
score on Gardner’s two-out, two-strike, two-run homer off Kluber. And when the Indians reassumed the lead, 3-2, on Yonder Alonso’s run-
scoring single in the bottom of the third, the Yankees answered in the fourth. Gregorius belted a home run to center field to tie the score and 
Bird put them ahead by 4-3 when he drove home Giancarlo Stanton with a double. 

With a comfortable lead, Chapman worked his first inning since leaving Sunday’s game with a sore knee. The first batter he faced was a 
familiar one — Rajai Davis, whose stunning home run in Game 7 of the World Series tied the game in the eighth inning. This time, Chapman 
struck him out. 
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After another subpar start, Yankee ace Luis Severino wonders if he tipped pitches to Indian hitters 

By MIKE MAZZEO 

  CLEVELAND – Luis Severino got hit unusually hard on Thursday night — and the Yankees’ typically unhittable ace wondered if maybe the 
Indians knew what was coming. 

The 24-year-old gave up more homers (two) than he produced strikeouts (a season-low one), but the Bombers picked him up and continued 
their dominance of Corey Kluber in a 7-4 victory over the Tribe at Progressive Field. 

Asked specifically about his lack of success with his slider, Severino responded: “I have no idea. I threw a lot of good ones, a lot of bad ones. I 
thought the shape was good on the slider. I don’t know if they were expecting that pitch or something like that.” 

Severino said he’d need to go into the video room to see if he was tipping his pitches. He and Austin Romine changed up their signs at one 
point, but weren’t able to find success. Severino ultimately allowed four runs on a season-high nine hits in five innings. Edwin Encarnacion and 
Jose Ramirez both took him deep. 

The Indians do have a prolific lineup, of course, having gone in ranked fourth in runs and third in homers. 

“I struck one batter out today, and I’m not that kind of guy,” said Severino, who hadn’t struck out only one in a game since Sept. 26, 2016. 
“Maybe five, but not one.” 

The Yankees are 18-2 when Severino starts, and he’s become their most indispensable asset, the one player they can’t afford to be without. 
He’ll head into a possible All-Star start 14-2 with a 2.31 ERA. 

But he’s now had back-to-back poor outings, having allowed three runs and two homers in five innings in his previous start against the Blue 
Jays on July 12. For a team already in need of starting pitchers, it’s at the very least a little concerning. 

Luis Severino is not his usual self against Indians, striking out one batter and allowing two home runs in Yankee victory. 



 “His slider seemed a little flat to me,” Aaron Boone said. “Even some of the harder fastballs they put some good swings on it. You have to 
credit them with really squaring him up, more so than we’ve seen at any time this year. But I just thought (the slider) was a little flat overall. 
Some of his balls even seemed to be cutting a bit. Just not overall sharp for him and one of those rare (poor) outings for him.” 

The last anyone suspected Severino may have been tipping his pitches was April 10 in Boston. But it seemed to be a minor hiccup, as he 
dominated in his next outing and shut down the Red Sox the next two times he faced them. 

Severino threw a career-high 209.1 innings in 2017 between the regular season and the playoffs, but he said he feels good physically. His 
average fastball velocity, though, was 96.78 mph, his lowest in any start this year. 

Granted, Ramirez hit his 99.1 mph fastball out of the ballpark and his final pitch of the evening was a 99.7 mph heater that Encarnacion foul-
tipped for strike three. 

Severino said things just didn’t go his way. 

Regardless, the Yankees are 30 games over .500 and on-pace for an MLB-record 276 homers, their lefty hitters carrying the load on Thursday 
night. 

Brett Gardner hit a pair of homers. Didi Gregorius took Kluber yard yet again. Greg Bird has 10 RBI in his last three games. And switch-hitter 
Aaron Hicks, batting lefty, roped the go-ahead double off the Indians’ righty ace with one out in the eighth. 

The Yankee bullpen combined for four hitless innings of relief, and has collectively produced a 1.64 ERA since June 1, best in all of baseball. 

The Bombers often play down to their competition. But they also play up to it as well. 

A pitchers’ duel never materialized on this night. 

The Yankees just have to hope Severino starts looking like his usually dominant self after the break. 


