
  

 1 

Padres Press Clips  
   Tuesday, May 22, 2018 

 
 
Article Source Author Page  
 
The Padres hope young Franmil Reyes can begin to turn the  The Athletic Lin 2 
corner beginning with Monday’s blast 
 
The new Travis Jankowski sticking to plan as Padres leadoff hitter SD Union Tribune Acee 5 
 
Nationals rough up Erlin, Mitchell in rout of Padres SD Union Tribune Acee 9   
 
Padres notes: Franmil Reyes hits maiden; Maki enjoys road SD Union Tribune Acee 7  
 
Padres notes: Ellis playing lots, playing well; Cordero hurt;  SD Union Tribune Acee 12 
Hedges, Renfroe plan  
 
Blister issue again sending MacKenzie Gore to DL SD Union Tribune Sanders 14 
 
Erlin struggles in spot start as Friars fall in DC MLB.com Smith 17  
 
Franmil crushes first MLB home run vs. Nats MLB.com Smith 19  
 
Asuaje sent down; lefty reliever Webb called up MLB.com Smith 22 
 
Erlin struggles at Nationals Park; in 2018 starts Padres.com Center 23 
 
Sunday's top prospect performers MiLB.com Rosenbaum 25 
  
# #PadresOnDeck: Urías Hits Game-Winning Homer for  FriarWire Center 27 
Triple-A El Paso; Boykin Homers Twice for AA-San Antonio   
 
This Day in Padres History — May 22 FriarWire Center 28 
 
Padres, Nationals go opposite ways since last meeting FOX Sports Stats 30 
 
Takeaways from the Padres’ 10-2 loss to the Nationals FOX Sports Horvath 31 
 
 
 
 



  

 2 

The Padres hope young Franmil Reyes can begin to turn the corner 
beginning with Monday’s blast 

By Dennis Lin, The Athletic 
 
WASHINGTON — Amid the wreckage of Monday’s 10-2 loss to the Washington 
Nationals, the Padres could smile about a fourth-inning swing by Franmil Reyes. It 
was the same swing that produced a minor league-leading 14 home runs in 36 
Triple-A games. In his seventh major-league game, Reyes supplied the Padres’ 
only offense to speak of, an opposite-field blast that traveled an estimated 398 
feet and drove in a pair of runs. 

For most of San Diego’s players, this season is about seizing opportunities. Those 
who succeed should figure into the organization’s future, or perhaps some other 
club’s future. Those who fall short will be challenged to make adjustments, or 
settle in as placeholders, or worse. 

It remains too early to tell with Reyes. He was considered a fringe prospect at the 
start of the year. He had not been protected from the Rule 5 draft. That he went 
unselected spoke to his limitations as a player. 

But Reyes, 22, did everything in his power to reshape the narrative. He clobbered 
two home runs in three straight games. He homered in the two games after that. 
He demonstrated improved plate discipline and a relentless ability to punish 
mistakes. The Pacific Coast League’s conducive environments could not hide the 
fact that he was launching drives that would go out in just about any ballpark. 

“What he did every single time, he was hitting the ball hard, and what he did for 
that quick span was impressive,” Triple-A El Paso hitting coach Morgan Burkhart 
said recently. “Now, he’s got a ways to go to be able to maintain that. But yeah, it 
was fun to watch.” 

Fellow outfielders Wil Myers and Hunter Renfroe are on the disabled list. Renfroe, 
sidelined by elbow inflammation, began a rehab assignment with El Paso last 
week. Myers hopes to return sometime in June; it is hard to know when it comes 
to oblique strains. With both players down, the Padres deemed Reyes worthy of a 
big-league audition. 

Through seven games, he is 3-for-20 with a walk, seven strikeouts and, finally, 
Monday’s home run. 

https://theathletic.com/author/dennis-lin/
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“It feels great,” Reyes said. “I know I was kind of pressured in the first couple of 
games, but I knew I was going to make the adjustment. I made it, and I finally got 
it. … Hopefully, after this one, a lot more [home runs] come.” 

Reyes has not yet wowed. At this level, it is uncertain if he ever will. His defensive 
deficiencies showed in the bottom of the sixth, when he dived for and missed a 
ball as a single snowballed into a triple. 

But a young player’s tendency to press, under an unfamiliar spotlight, must be 
taken into account. A seven-game look is not enough for gauging readiness. 

In the meantime, less-than-flattering evidence has piled up for certain others. 

Monday’s game contained more than a few mop-up innings for the Padres. Bryan 
Mitchell threw three of them, surrendering four runs on seven hits, including two 
home runs, and two walks. His season ERA climbed to 6.64. His WHIP is 2.02. He 
hadn’t pitched in 10 days because, after opening the season in the rotation, the 
right-hander had been demoted to low-stakes relief. 

“You’re hoping you’ll see a corner turned and hoping to see him get rolling in the 
right direction,” manager Andy Green said, “and today wasn’t that outing. … In the 
absence of results, you don’t necessarily get yourself into a better opportunity.” 

Mitchell arrived in a trade from the New York Yankees. Chase Headley, who 
arrived with him, was released over the weekend. Mitchell, who came with multiple 
seasons of team control and no minor-league options, is not yet headed for a 
similar fate. 

But if he keeps pitching this way, he could be in danger of being designated for 
assignment. And given the way he’s pitched, he might just clear waivers. 

“The velocity’s there; the shape of the curveball’s there,” Green said.“Hitters are 
seeing it very well.” 

When a reporter suggested that seemed to be the case, Mitchell replied: “I don’t 
think necessarily guys are seeing the ball too well. I’ve just got to make a little 
better pitches, that’s all.” 

Robbie Erlin, Monday’s starting pitcher, could say the same thing. The difference, 
though, is the left-hander has earned the right to continue contributing. In what 
role remains to be determined. Against the Nationals, Erlin started in place of an 
injured Joey Lucchesi. He lasted four innings and surrendered six runs. 
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In two spot starts this season, Erlin has allowed 11 earned runs across seven 
innings. In 23 innings of relief, he has yielded only five earned runs. His fastball 
command has been noticeably better in the latter capacity. 

“I love the way he’s come out of the bullpen this year,” Green said. “He’s come out 
on the attack and thrown the ball very, very well. For him, that has to carry over 
into the rotation to get those opportunities.” 

Lucchesi, shelved by a hip strain, is making slow progress; the rookie is playing 
catch at 75 feet. So, the Padres will sit down to discuss who makes that next start. 
Luis Perdomo, who was optioned in April, is a candidate. Also pitching Monday, 
he permitted one earned run over 6 2/3 innings for El Paso. In six starts with the 
affiliate, he has logged a 2.81 ERA. 

While a return to the majors might be imminent, one wonders whether Manuel 
Margot would benefit from a reset in Triple A. The center fielder went 0-for-3 
Monday. He has not recorded a multi-hit performance in nearly two weeks. 

A demotion had seemed unlikely after Margot’s promising rookie season, but he is 
already 142 plate appearances into his sophomore campaign. His slash line is 
.189/.234/.288. He has all his options left. When Renfroe is ready to return, the 
Padres may be wise to consider using them. 
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The new Travis Jankowski sticking to plan as Padres leadoff hitter 

Kevin Acee  

Travis Jankowski went 2-for-4 and scored a run on Friday night, raising his batting 
average to .370 and his on-base percentage to .460. 

And then he went back to the Fairmont Hotel in downtown Pittsburgh and stewed 
into the early morning. 

He sat in his room for about an hour — not angry but something approaching it. 
Just a continual shaking of the head and sighing about what should have been. 

“I was happy with my day, for sure — crossed the plate, got on base twice, we 
won,” Jankowski said later. “But … giving that frigging last at-bat away was eating 
at me.” 

This was rare. He makes it a point not to take the game home from the ballpark. 

He thought he’d moved past it around midnight and started up some Netflix. But 
he couldn’t focus. (The next day, he couldn’t recall a single thing about the plot.) 

He sat there stewing in bed — trying to watch an episode of “Safe” but still pretty 
upset that he had gotten himself out — until after 2 a.m. 

“I couldn’t stop thinking about it,” he said. 

Jankowski’s angst shouldn’t be considered fretting. It is, instead, a hyper-
awareness of who he is, where he is and — finally — what he needs to do to 
remain both. 

“You can’t give away at-bats,” he’d said before leaving PNC Park that night. 

See, unlike many of the other guys trying to stick as outfielders on the Padres’ 
outfield-rich 40-man roster, Jankowski isn’t built like a linebacker. He has to drink 
a protein shake just before bedtime and eat a full breakfast in the morning to make 
sure he can maintain the 185 pounds of wiry muscle that he does have. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/travis-jankowski-PESPT0015810-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html


  

 6 

The ball doesn’t fly off Jankowski’s bat at 110 mph or travel 450 feet. After he 
went 3-for-5 on Saturday night, he quipped, “Shoot, I hit the ball five times and I 
don’t think all of them added up to as far as Villa or Spangy hit their balls.” 

No, even with a single to center field to go with his bunt single and single to the 
hole at shortstop and two groundouts, Jankowski’s contact probably barely edged 
either of the home runs hit by Christian Villanueva and Cory Spangenberg that 
night. 

Even Jankowski’s homer this season was all but an accident — a glorious 
accident that showed why he has energized the Padres out of the leadoff spot and 
been one of the major leagues’ hottest hitters since shortly after being called up 
from Triple-A on April 29. 

On that shot to the right-field porch at Petco Park, he turned on an inside pitch. 

“The homer surprised the heck out of me,” he said. “That’s the last thing I was 
expecting to do or trying to do. I think that’s what happens when you have a good 
approach. I saw a pitch in and reacted to it. … That’s just trusting your approach 
— and then anything you’re not expecting, you react to.” 

This is who Jankowski is now and who he always should have been. He’s a smart, 
patiently aggressive hitter who goes up looking to swing at the first good pitch — 
but only at good pitches. 

He credits Triple-A hitting coach Morgan Burkhart with helping him mechanically 
after Jankowski did not make the Padres out of spring training. He went from a leg 
kick to more of a leg turn. It keeps his head level, allowing him better to judge the 
ball out of the pitcher’s hand. 

Burkhart played a big part in Jankowski’s improved approach as well. Look for a 
pitch — no, the pitch — to hit and do what that pitch tells you can be done with it. 
He is also a product of a couple mentors he latched on to in the big leagues: 
hitting coach Matt Stairs and his preaching of stubbornness and Chase 
Headley and his shrunken strike zone. 

All together, they gave Jankowski a clue. And that gave him confidence. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
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It’s not just the batting average (.359), on-base percentage (.438) and the seven 
stolen bases that support the idea Jankowski is a much better player than the one 
who seemed to be staggering somewhere between possible utility player and 
possible career minor leaguer. 

It’s the numbers supporting those numbers. 

Jankowski, who missed most of last season with a fracture in his right foot, has 
chased on just 15.7 percent of pitches outside the zone, compared with 22.3 
percent in 2016. He is batting .257/.366 with two strikes, compared with .128/.230 
in ’16. He is striking out 1.44 times for every walk, versus 2.38 times per walk in 
’16. His contact rate is 86.6 percent, compared with 81.1 percent in ’16. 

To listen to Jankowski tell it, he didn’t have a clue in 2016 — even when, from 
mid-May to mid-August of that season, he hit .270 with a .370 OBP. 

“I don’t know what the numbers say as far as when I was going well in ’16,” he 
said. “Just from a mentality standpoint, I feel a lot more confident. I don’t want to 
say it was lucky then, but I didn’t understand why it was happening. I didn’t really 
have a solidified approach like I do now where I know exactly what I’m doing and I 
know exactly what the pitcher is throwing, and I feel great up there.” 

There are no shortage of people offering opinions about Jankowski these days — 
his manager, hitting coach, teammates. But Jankowski himself best explains why 
he’s better. 

His reliving of three at-bats between the Friday one that so bothered him and 
Saturday tell almost the entire story. 

The strikeout that kept him up half the night is perhaps the only at-bat that 
Jankowski believes he truly had given away this season. He was angered by his 
lack of “preparation.” He had never faced Pirates right-hander Kyle Crick and 
couldn’t tell from the dugout and on-deck circle when Crick was throwing a four-
seam fastball and when he was throwing a cutter. A cutter would run in against a 
lefty, so Jankowski decided to look for that. 

“Thinking about it now, it was stupid, because all cutters in are pitchers’ pitches,” 
he said. “I can’t do anything with that anyway.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/kyle-crick--PESPT000011588-topic.html
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So he came out the next night with renewed dedication to his disciplined, 
stubbornly aggressive approach. 

The first pitch he saw was a fastball down in the zone that he hit to the shortstop 
for a groundout. An out does not mean a wasted at-bat. 

“It just cut in a little bit, beat me to a spot,” he said. “… I stayed within my 
approach. That’s still being aggressive, looking for a pitch to hit. I just rolled it 
over.” 

His next at-bat would result in the first of the three base hits he’d have that night 
— on an 0-2 curveball on the outer part of the plate that he slapped through the 
center of the infield. 

“I was still looking for first pitch the next at-bat, looking for a ball I could drive,” 
Jankowski said. “So that (first out) didn’t get me out of being patiently aggressive. 
Previous years … that would have gotten me a little more hesitant. Now I believe 
inwhat I’m doing. I know what I’m doing.” 
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Nationals rough up Erlin, Mitchell in rout of Padres 

Kevin Acee  

The Padres on Sunday got another solid start from a reliever who, in manager 
Andy Green’s words, had been “a starter who went to the bullpen that wanted to 
be in the rotation, took the ball and attacked with a bullpen-type mentality.” 

On Monday night, neither Robbie Erlin nor Bryan Mitchell could follow Jordan 
Lyles’ example, as the Washington Nationals roughed up both en route to a 10-2 
victory that ended the Padres’ winning streak at three games. 

In his second start of the season, Erlin (1-3) went four innings. That’s one longer 
than he went in his April 16 start against the Dodgers. He gave up the same 
amount of runs Monday (six) as he did in that previous start. 

Mitchell, making his second relief appearance since his expulsion from the starting 
rotation, came on in the fifth inning for his first in-game work in 10 days. In three 
innings, he allowed four runs on seven hits and two walks. 

Erlin acknowledged Lyles’ success in his three starts since being called on to 
replace Mitchell, who was demoted after seven largely inefficient outings. 

Lyles, a competitor for the rotation in spring training went to the bullpen instructed 
to pitch with aggression. Having done so, he has been able to apply that 
conviction as a starter – allowing six runs on 13 hits, while striking out 20 and 
walking just four in 18 innings. 

“There are things to take from that mentality, and I should have implemented them 
better,” said Erlin, who has a 1.96 ERA in 23 innings out of the bullpen this 
season. 

Instead, in recounting his outing, Erlin enumerated the very things that are 
enemies of efficiency and the opposite of attacking. 

“I felt like there were a lot of pitches that were elevated, a lot over the plate,” he 
said. “I kind of worked behind at times, which makes things tougher.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/robbie-erlin-PESPT0015223-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/washington-nationals-15008033-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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Mitchell spoke of location issues on a couple pitches but otherwise proferred his 
same assessment as when he struggled in his starts, generally seeming mystified 
as to the cause. 

Where Erlin has had success in relief, Mitchell has not been effective in either 
role. His 6.47 ERA in seven starts is essentially on par with his 7.27 ERA in two 
relief appearances. 

Mitchell continues to show on a limited basis the stuff that had the Padres excited 
enough to trade for him in December. More often, though, his offerings are chum 
in the water. 

“They squared him up – the curveball, the cutter, the fastball, his balls were hit 
hard,” Green said. “… He’s out there giving you what he’s got. He left some 
pitches in the middle of the plate, and those balls got hit hard. I think it’s a location 
issue as much as anything. 

“The velocity is there, the shape of the curveball is there. Hitters are seeing it very 
well.” 

Where the Nationals racked 15 hits against Erlin, Mitchell and Kazuhisa Makita, 
who pitched a scoreless eighth, the Padres had four hits. Just two of them were 
off Nationals starter Gio Gonzalez (5-2) in his seven innings of work. 

One of those was rookie Franmil Reyes’ first major league home run, a two-run 
shot to right field in the fourth inning that cut the Nationals’ lead to 6-2. 

Bryce Harper, the first batter Mitchell faced, led off the fifth with a homer. Mitchell 
also allowed a solo home run to Mark Reynolds, who previously hit a solo homer 
off Erlin. 

With rookie Joey Lucchesi (hip strain) on track to miss at least one more start, the 
Padres will need a fill-in no later than next Tuesday. 

It appears they may look to the minor leagues, as Green did not sound inclined to 
go another round with Erlin. 

“We looked at it as a spot start,” Green said. “He’s done a very good job in the 
bullpen.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/gio-gonzalez-PESPT000010069-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bryce-harper-PESPT0015285-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mark-reynolds-PESPT000010361-topic.html
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Asked if he expected Mitchell to have shown more already out of the bullpen, 
Green offered some grace. 

“Definitely hoping for it,” Green said. “You don’t want to gauge too much in a 10-
day-off mop up, but you’re hoping you see a corner turned and you want to see 
him trending in the right direction. Today wasn’t that outing. We’ll see where the 
next one takes us.” 

But there was also an indication Mitchell has earned a continued banishment to 
the bullpen’s basement, where he must wait for when the Padres are pressed into 
allowing him see daylight. 

“You get in a blowout game and you leverage that into a better opportunity next 
time by getting results,” Green said. “In the absence of results, you don’t 
necessarily get yourself into a better opportunity.” 
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Padres notes: Franmil Reyes hits maiden; Maki enjoys road 

Kevin Acee  

Franmil Reyes was waiting, and on Monday he finally did for the first time in the 
major leagues what he had done 14 times in Triple-A this season. 

His two-run homer in the fourth inning of the Padres’ 10-2 loss to 
the Nationals came in his 18th at-bat since his May 14 debut. 

“I was kind of pressuring the first couple games,” said Reyes, whose 398-foot shot 
to right field also scored Jose Pirela. 

Reyes, who was starting for sixth time as the Padres attempt to see whether he 
can help them in the future, also walked for the first time. He credited the counsel 
of Eric Hosmerand Freddy Galvis, as well as the detailed advanced scouting 
reports in the majors. 

“We didn’t used to do that in Triple-A,” he said. “… When I go play out there, I feel 
a lot more comfortable.” 

Reyes got the ball from the fan who caught it in exchange for a signed ball and a 
bat. He said he would give it to his mom. 

Juan Soto, the player who was tied with Reyes for the minor league lead in home 
runs, also got his first major-league homer Monday at Nationals Park. The 19-
year-old Soto, the youngest player in the majors, sent a three-run homer to center 
field in the second inning. 

“It’s just incredible that guy can make it real easy,” Reyes said. 

Successful traveler 

With Robbie Erlin (four innings, six runs) and Bryan Mitchell (three innings, four 
runs) struggling, the best pitcher of the night for the Padres was Kazuhisa Makita. 

The submariner, who hadn’t pitched for a week because the Padres had played a 
series of close games and his 16.20 ERA in his four most recent appearances did 
not merit trust in such situations, worked a scoreless eighth inning. He allowed a 
hit and had one strikeout. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/washington-nationals-15008033-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
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The peculiarity of Makita is that his scoreless eighth inning Monday kept his ERA 
at 0.00 in nine innings away from Petco Park. 
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Padres notes: Ellis playing lots, playing well; Cordero hurt; Hedges, Renfroe 
plan 

Kevin Acee  

A.J. Ellis was the only player on the field about four hours before first pitch 
at Nationals Park on Monday, stretching and jogging for about 15 minutes in 
advance of his second straight start and 15th this season. 

“I’m doing more work in the training room, more work in the weight room, a lot of 
stretching, stretching better,” he said later. 

Largely due to Austin Hedges being on the disabled list since May 1, the 37-year-
old Ellis is on pace to start 50 games at cacther this season, which would be 14 
more than he started last season for the Florida Marlins. 

Rather than it wearing him down, Ellis entered Monday with a .304 batting 
average, his first time over .300 at any point in a season since April 24, 2013. 

Ellis is a willing and insightful interview when the topic is someone or something 
besides himself. He rolled his eyes and started to walk away Monday when asked 
about his recent success at the plate in light of his workload. 

Then the conversation was shifted to those who have helped Ellis remain as fresh 
as possible for this volume of work. 

“I’ve been working with (hitting coaches) Matt Stairs and Johnny Washington and 
Keith Werman, the unsung hero of our coaching staff,” Ellis said. “The way he’s 
been helping me work in the cage, helping me hit off counts and hit off situations. 
... We’ve got a good rhythm, got a good routine going. When you’re prepared, you 
have a lot of confidence.” 

A veteran of 10 major league seasons when he signed with the Padres early 
in spring training, it was notable right away how hard Ellis worked and how 
interested he was in being coached. 

“Worst thing you can do is feel like you have it all figured out,” Ellis said. “You 
have to constantly ask questions, pick people’s brains. There’s a ton of smart 
people in this clubhouse. You’re a fool if you don’t exploit them.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/a.j.-ellis-PESPT000010029-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/washington-nationals-15008033-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/austin-hedges-PESPTF00618-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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Cordero sidelined 

Franchy Cordero sat for a second straight day, and manager Andy Green 
acknowledged the rookie outfielder is dealing with an injury at least severe enough 
the Padres “felt he’d profit to breathe a couple days” but also not too severe for 
Green to predict, “He’ll play, in my estimation, the next two games of this series.” 

Cordero, who has been receiving treatment on his right arm, had not missed a 
game since April 22 prior to being held out of the lineup Sunday in Pittsburgh. 
Cordero ended up scoring the deciding run as a pinch-runner in the ninth inning, 
and Green said he was available to play if needed on Monday. 

Roster moves, possible roster moves 

With Robbie Erlin due to be unavailable for at least a few days after starting 
Monday, the Padres recalled Tyler Webb from Triple-A to have another left-
handed pitcher in their bullpen. 

The corresponding move was to send down second baseman Carlos Asuaje, who 
will primarily play third base for El Paso in an effort to add “versatility” to his game 
and get regular at-bats in the hopes he can get back to hitting better than his 
current .193. 

How long Webb sticks around could depend on how both catcher Austin Hedges 
and right fielder Hunter Renfroe feel and play on their rehab assignments with the 
Chihuahuas. 

This time in the minors due to their respective elbow injuries is somewhat 
fortuitous, in that both Hedges (.173/.235/.293) and Renfroe (.200/.281/.440) were 
mired in season-starting slumps when they went on the disabled list. 

A posiiton player can stay on a rehab assignment up to 20 days, per the collective 
bargaining agreement. Renfroe started his assignment on Thursday and Hedges 
was scheduled to begin his Monday. 

Both injuries were called tendinitis by the team and were the result of overuse as 
they worked in the cage trying to get their swings right. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/franchy-cordero-PESPTF00612-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
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Of Renfroe, who went on the DL on April 21, Green said, “We’re watching and 
seeing how he responds. … We’re waiting to see, one, how he performs and, two, 
how he feels. We want to make sure he’s ready to go before he comes back.” 

Hedges having been down less time and not having as severe an injury, indicates 
he could be back before Renfroe. 

“We want to get him playing well before he comes back up,” Green said. “And if 
he’s playing well and looking good and responding … I think he’d back sooner 
rather than later. But we want to see him perform well.” 

Green said it’s “possible” the Padres keep both Raffy Lopez and Ellis when 
Hedges return “but we don’t have that mapped out at this point in time.” 
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Blister issue again sending MacKenzie Gore to DL 

Jeff Sanders  

MacKenzie Gore’s bothersome issue with blisters is sending him back to the 
disabled list. The Padres’ 19-year-old pitching prospect – ranked 19th in the game 
by MLB.com – will miss at least a couple starts in hopes of definitively pushing 
through an injury that’s hampered him the first weeks of his first full season in pro 
ball. 

“He’s not going to pick up a baseball for a little bit, so we can really let that thing 
heal,” Padres minor league pitching coordinator Eric Junge said. “He’s frustrated 
with this thing and we are, too. The thing is we don’t want him to throw with it, 
compensate and get hurt. We’re going to try to nip this thing in the bud.” 

The No. 3 overall pick last year, Gore has struck out 10 but allowed nine runs on 
15 hits and two walks through his first through starts at low Single-A Fort Wayne. 

A blister on his left middle finger sent him to the DL after his first start in the 
Midwest League. He visited with trainers in San Diego during that layover, 
rejoined Fort Wayne’s rotation a month later and allowed seven runs over five 
innings over his next two starts. 

Gore contended with blisters a bit last summer after signing – when he struck out 
34 batters over 21 1/3 innings (1.27 ERA) in the rookie-level Arizona League – 
and again this spring. 

Junge noted that Gore looked sharp in a recent bullpen before the precautionary 
move to the DL. 

“We’ve got to get some friction off those fingers,” Junge said. “We want to be 
aggressive (with treating it) and put this behind him so he can have a nice second 
half.” 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (22-23) 

• Chihuahuas 4, Tacoma 2: 2B Luis Urias (.274) drove in two runs on an 
eighth-inning homer, his fourth of the season. LF Shane Peterson (.252) 
drove in two runs on his fourth homer as well. RHP Luis Perdomo (2.81) 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-mackenzie-gore-blister-fort-wayne-disabled-list-20180414-story.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_21_elpaaa_tacaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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struck out five and allowed two runs – one earned – on five hits and two 
walks in 6 2/3 innings. RHP Trey Wingenter (2-2, 4.50) turned in a 
scoreless inning and LHP Jose Castillo (2.70) struck out two over the final 
four outs for his first PCL save. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (28-16) 

• Missions 4, Midland 3: LHP Jerry Keel (3-0, 4.88) struck out five and 
allowed two runs on four hits over seven innings in the win. LF Rod 
Boykin (.233) hit his third and fourth homers and drove in all four urns. 
CF Michael Gettys (.225) went 2-for-4 with a run scored. RHP Rowan Wick 
(4.91) allowed a run while saving his second game. 

Transactions 

• INF Carlos Asuaje was optioned to El Paso as LHP Tyler Webb joined the 
Padres in Washington. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_21_sanaax_mroaax_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Erlin struggles in spot start as Friars fall in DC 

Reyes belts first Major League home run in fourth inning 
May 21st, 2018 
By Elliott Smith Special to MLB.com 
 
WASHINGTON -- Coming out of the bullpen, Robbie Erlin has been lights-out. As 
a starter, he's been lit up. 

Erlin hoped to give the Padres a boost in a spot start Monday at Nationals Park, 
but the southpaw ran into trouble early and often, giving up six runs in four innings 
as San Diego saw its season-high-tying three-game winning streak halted in a 10-
2 defeat against Washington. 

"Bottom line, no matter what inning it is, the job is to get three outs and get back in 
the dugout," Erlin said. "Tonight, it didn't happen." 

A solid outing may have solidified a spot in the rotation for Erlin as the Padres wait 
for Joey Lucchesi to recover from a hip injury, but San Diego manager Andy 
Green said things are not settled for Lucchesi's next turn Sunday. 

"We looked at it as a spot start," Green said. "We think [Erlin] has done a very 
good job in the bullpen -- you can separate his numbers as a starter and a reliever 
-- but I will sit down and evaluate where we go for the next start if Joey's not able 
to make it. I'm doubtful that he is, at this point in time. So we'll check and see what 
our options are and try to make a determination where we go next start." 

The Padres were hoping Erlin could apply his stellar bullpen numbers and lessons 
learned from his first start, on April 16, to this assignment. But after a solid first 
inning, in which he retired the Nationals in order, the wheels quickly fell off. Erlin 
gave up four consecutive hits in the second, the most damaging of which was a 
three-run homer to rookie Juan Soto that put San Diego in a 3-0 hole. Erlin also 
allowed back-to-back RBI doubles later in the frame to make it a 5-0 deficit. 

"Soto was a fastball up and if I remember correctly, it was down the middle and 
didn't get to an edge. The pitches need to be more competitive, plain and simple," 
Erlin said. "Poor fastball command makes it difficult to get by with your off-speed." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
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Combined with the five earned runs he allowed in his first start this season, Erlin's 
ERA as a starter is now 14.14, a far cry from his 1.96 ERA in relief. Green 
suggested that perhaps teams get more time to prepare for Erlin as a starter and 
create a different plan of attack. 

"The other team has a day to prepare for him and see his stuff and set a lineup to 
face him, rather than he comes in and is on the attack right away where guys 
aren't prepared as much," Green said. "Robbie's done a great job for us in the 
bullpen. The two starts haven't gone well. We'll re-evaluate kind of what we do 
going forward with him as far as a role goes." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Right fielder Franmil Reyes provided the lone offensive bright spot for the Padres, 
connecting for his first career home run in the fourth inning, a two-run shot that 
traveled 398 feet with an exit velocity of 108 mph, according to Statcast™.y 21st, 
2018 

Reyes' homer didn't put much of a dent in the scoreboard, but the 22-year-old 
certainly showed his power potential, going opposite field on the 1-0 pitch from 
lefty Gio Gonzalez. Reyes had 14 homers this season at Triple-A El Paso before 
being promoted on May 14, though he had been just 2-for-17 in the Majors. 

Reyes showed off his souvenir in the clubhouse after trading a bat and taking a 
picture with the fan who caught the ball. He said his mother would get the ball and 
his wife and daughters would receive the lineup card.  

SOUND SMART 
Monday marked the first time that Eric Hosmer played a game at Nationals Park, 
making Washington the last MLB city that Hosmer has visited during his career. 

Hosmer singled in the eighth to give him at least one hit in 29 of the 30 current 
ballparks. The first baseman has yet to play at Atlanta's SunTrust Park, which 
opened last season. 

HE SAID IT 
"I don't know. Good question. I'd say maybe just those three days I wasn't very 
sharp. You have to keep the ball down and keep it moving, and I didn't do that 
tonight, and I probably didn't do that the last couple of times." -- Erlin, who now 

http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/461829/gio-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
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has a 15.92 ERA in three career starts at Nationals Park, the second-highest ERA 
at the ballpark all time, only behind Matt Garza's 19.85 

UP NEXT 
Eric Lauer (1-2, 8.14 ERA) makes his sixth career start in a 4:05 p.m. PT contest 
against the Nationals' Jeremy Hellickson on Tuesday. The 22-year-old Lauer is 
looking for some consistency after not making it out of the fifth inning in his last 
two starts. 

 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
http://m.mlb.com/player/476451/jeremy-hellickson
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Franmil crushes first MLB home run vs. Nats 

y 21st, 2018 
By Elliott Smith Special to MLB.com 
 

WASHINGTON -- Padres right fielder Franmil Reyes hit his first career home run 
in the fourth inning of the Padres' 10-2 loss on Monday at Nationals Park, 
connecting on a 1-0 changeup from left-hander Gio Gonzalez for a two-run 
homer. 

Reyes' homer traveled 398 feet with an exit velocity of 108 mph, according 
to Statcast™, and cut the Padres' deficit to 6-2. The 22-year-old made his Major 
League debut on May 14 and started his Padres career 2-for-17 at the plate 
through six games, but there was no doubting his power potential. 

"It was a great swing for him," Padres manager Andy Green said. "I know it's a big 
moment, and I know he doesn't want to have it happen in a game we lose like this, 
but the kid's first Major League home run is a lot of fun for him." 

In 36 games this season with Triple-A El Paso, Reyes had 14 homers and 38 
RBIs. In 2017 with Double-A San Antonio, his 25 homers and 102 RBIs led the 
Padres' Minor League system. 

Reyes' 14 homers in the Minors this season were tied for the most with the 
Nationals' Juan Soto, who also hit his first MLB clout in Monday's game. 

 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/robbie-erlin-struggles-in-defeat/c-277727470
http://m.mlb.com/player/461829/gio-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/665742/juan-soto
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Asuaje sent down; lefty reliever Webb called up 

Renfroe, Hedges take step forward in rehab in Triple-A 
ay 17th, 2018 
By Elliott Smith Special to MLB.com 
 
WASHINGTON -- With the Padres turning to Robbie Erlin to start Monday's game 
against the Nationals, the team made a move to shore up the bullpen in his 
absence, calling up left-hander Tyler Webb from Triple-A El Paso and optioning 
infielder Carlos Asuaje to the Chihuahuas. 

For Asuaje, the move to Triple-A is about getting him more at-bats. He's played in 
43 games this season for the Padres, slashing .193/.256/.284 with two home runs 
and 13 RBIs. 

"He's going to go down and do what we talked about -- play some third base, 
bounce around the field, continue to work on his versatility," Padres manager 
Andy Green said. "He's had quality at-bats in the last week and a half as he's 
been up, but opportunity has been dwindling just by roster composition. He's got 
to find his rhythm, and the best way to do that sometimes is to go play." 

This will be Webb's second stint this season with the Padres, after the team 
claimed him off waivers from the Brewers in April. Webb (0-1, 8.10 ERA) made 
two appearances with San Diego, including a three-inning scoreless relief effort 
against the Dodgers on April 18. He was then optioned to Triple-A on April 20, 
where he registered a 1.38 ERA in 11 appearances. 

"We've got Robbie Erlin going today, and we wanted to be sure we had coverage 
in the bullpen over the next number of days," Green said. "We anticipate Robbie 
being down the rest of this series, and just the ability to have another left-hander 
in the bullpen gives us a little bit more options."pr. 16th, 2018 

Renfroe, Hedges going nine  
Outfielder Hunter Renfroe (right elbow) and catcher Austin Hedges (right elbow) 
were both scheduled to play a full game Monday at Triple-A El Paso, the next step 
in their rehab efforts. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/643778/tyler-webb
http://m.mlb.com/player/641319/carlos-asuaje
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
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Renfroe has missed 27 games after being placed on the disabled list on April 21, 
and while there has been some speculation that he could rejoin the club soon, 
Green wasn't ready to put a timetable on his return. 

"We're watching and seeing how he responds," Green said. "We're waiting to see 
how he, 1. performs, and 2. how he feels. We want to make sure he's ready to go 
before he comes back. We don't have a date marked out when Hunter will return, 
and we want to see how he responds each and every day." 

Hedges' injury wasn't considered as serious as Renfroe's, but the team is still 
taking a wait-and-see approach to his return, as Green has been pleased 
with A.J. Ellis and Raffy Lopez as his catchers. 

"His injury wasn't as tough on him as Hunter's was, so in Austin's case, we want to 
get him playing well before we bring him back," Green said. "If he's playing well 
and looking good and responding from a health perspective, which I really don't 
have any doubts on him right now, I think he'd probably be back sooner rather 
than later." 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/454560/aj-ellis
http://m.mlb.com/player/607257/raffy-lopez
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Erlin struggles at Nationals Park; in 2018 starts 

Notes on Reyes, Ellis, Webb, Hedges 
 
Bill Center San Diego Padres 
 

Bill Center, longtime sportswriter for U-T San Diego, is an employee of the 
Padres. 

There is a major split this season between Robbie Erlin's numbers as a reliever 
and starter. 

Erlin has made 13 relief appearances with a 1.96 ERA and a 0.78 WHIP. He has 
worked 23 innings out of the bullpen, allowing five runs on 16 hits and two walks 
with 20 strikeouts in 23 innings. 

In two starts, however, Erlin has given up 12 runs (11 earned) on 14 hits and two 
walks with six strikeouts in seven innings for a 14.14 ERA and a 2.99 WHIP. All 
three homers he has given up in 30 innings this season have come in his two 
starts. 

And Erlin's numbers are even worse in his three starts at Nationals Park, where he 
gave up six runs on seven hits in four innings. 

Erlin is 0-3 with a 15.52 ERA and a 2.40 WHIP. He has given up 23 runs on 26 
hits and six walks with eight strikeouts in 13 1/3 innings. Erlin's ERA is the second 
highest at Nationals Park to only Matt Garza's 19.85 mark (minimum of 10 innings 
pitched). Monday night marked the third time Erlin gave up multiple homers in a 
single game -- and the second time it has happened against Washington (also: 
July 7, 2013). 

NOTEBOOK 

• Franmil Reyes launched his first career home run in the fourth inning of Monday 
night against left-hander Gio Gonzalez. It was an opposite-field shot to right. 
Twelve of Reyes' 14 homers with Triple-A El Paso were opposite-field shots. 
Reyes and Washington's 19-year-old Juan Soto each hit their first Major League 

http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/490063/matt-garza
http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/player/461829/gio-gonzalez
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homers Monday night. Before each was recently promoted, they were tied for the 
Minor League lead with 14 homers apiece. 

• A.J. Ellis has hit in six straight games that he's had an at-bat, going 9-for-22 with 
four doubles. He's also hit safely in eight of the last nine games that he's had an 
at-bat, going 12-for-30 (.400). 

• Tyler Webb had a 1.13 ERA in six appearances during May for Triple-A El Paso 
before being recalled by the Padres Monday. He had allowed two runs (one 
earned) on four hits and two walks with eight strikeouts in eight innings. 

• Austin Hedges was 0-for-3 with a walk and a run scored in his rehab debut with 
El Paso Monday. He caught the entire game. 

 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/454560/aj-ellis
http://m.mlb.com/player/643778/tyler-webb
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
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Sunday's top prospect performers 

Mike Rosenbaum MLB.com  
 
Padres' No. 8 prospect Logan Allen racked up a career-high 12 strikeouts in six 
innings as he improved to 6-1 in nine starts for Double-A San Antonio. The 20-
year-old southpaw gave up three earned runs on seven hits and two walks while 
throwing a season-high 102 pitches (72 strikes) in the outing. He's completed at 
least six innings in five straight starts. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/663531/logan-allen
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#PadresOnDeck: Urías Hits Game-Winning Homer for Triple-A El Paso; Boykin 
Homers Twice for AA-San Antonio 

By Bill Center 

Surrounded by players who have worn the Padres uniform, second baseman Luis 
Urías — the Padres №3 prospect according to MLB Pipeline — hit a game-winning, 
two-run homer for Triple-A El Paso Monday night in Tacoma. 

Urías’ fourth homer was his only hit in four at-bats. He is hitting .274 on the 
season. 

Right fielder Hunter Renfroe was 1-for-3 with a walk Monday and is hitting .150 on 
his continuing rehab assignment with the Chihuahuas. Catcher Austin 
Hedges started his rehab assignment Monday and drew a walk and scored in front 
of left fielder Shane Peterson’s (.252) two run homer. Peterson was also 1-for-4 in 
El Paso’s 4–2 win. 

Right-hander Luis Perdomo (2.81 earned run average) allowed two runs (one 
earned) on five hits and two walks with five strikeouts in 6 2/3 innings for El Paso. 

Around the Farm: 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (22–23): Chihuahuas 4, TACOMA 2 — RHP Trey 
Wingenter (2–2, 4.50 ERA) followed Perdomo and issued a walk in an otherwise 
perfect inning to get the win. RHP Jose Castillo (2.70) allowed a hit with two 
strikeouts in 1 1/3 scoreless innings to get his first save. CF Auston 
Bousfield backed Urías, Peterson, Hedges and Renfroe, going 1-for-3 with a hit-
by-pitcher with a run scored. 1B Brett Nicholas (.288) had a double in four at-
bats.DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (28–16): Missions 4, MIDLAND 3 — Left 
fielder Rod Boykin (.233) had two, two-run homers in four at-bats to account for all 
four San Antonio runs. CF Michael Gettys (.225) was 2-for-4 with a run scored. 
RF Taylor Kohlwey (.250) had a double in three at-bats with a walk and a run 
scored. DH Josh Naylor (.335), 1B Kyle Overstreet (.308), C Webster 
Rivas (.340) and 2B Peter Van Gansen (.281) were all 1-for-4. Starting LHP Jerry 
Keel (3–0, 4.88 ERA) allowed two runs on four hits and no walks with five 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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strikeouts in seven innings to get the win. RHP Gerardo Reyes (4.05) struck out 
two in a perfect inning. RHP Rowan Wick (4.91) allowed a run on two hits with two 
strikeouts in an inning to get his second save. 

ADVANCED SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (19–25): The Storm were off Monday. 

SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (20–22): The TinCaps were rained out Monday at West 
Michigan and will play a doubleheader Tuesday. 
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This Day in Padres History — May 22 

By Bill Center 

May 22, 1979 — Broderick Perkins drives in the winning run with a 10th inning, 
walk-off single as the Padres defeat the Dodgers 7–6 at San Diego Stadium. 

May 22, 1982 — Catcher Terry Kennedy goes 3-for-4 with a homer, four RBIs and 
three runs scored and right fielder Sixto Lezcano is 3-for-3 with a homer, three 
RBIs and three runs scored as the Padres defeat Pittsburgh 12–3 at San Diego 
Jack Murphy Stadium. 

May 22, 1992 — Andy Benes allows three hits and a walk with eight strikeouts in a 
complete-game shutout as he out-duels Cubs ace Greg Madduxin a 2–0 Padres 
win at San Diego Jack Murphy Stadium. 

May 22, 2000 — Excavation begins at the site of what is now Petco Park. 

May 22, 2006 — Right-hander Jake Peavy sets the Padres single-game strikeout 
record with 16 in just seven innings in a 3–1 loss to Atlanta. The Padres also set 
the team record with 18 strikeouts in the game. Peavy’s line: seven innings 
pitched, three hits, two runs, one walk, 16 strikeouts. 

May 22, 2010 — Designated hitter Matt Stairs homers in the Padres 2–1 
interleague win in Seattle, becoming only the second player to homer in 11 
different Major League ballparks. 
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Padres, Nationals go opposite ways since last meeting 
STATSMay 20, 2018 at 10:07p ET 

When the Washington Nationals visited San Diego on May 7-9, they won the first 
two games of a three-game series to move within 1 1/2 games of the National 
League West lead. 

At the time, the Nationals were on a bit of a run and the Padres were reeling with 
a 13-24 record. 

Two weeks after that series, the Padres and Nationals meet again in Washington, 
D.C. And the fortunes of the two teams have changed a bit. 

Since winning that series finale at Petco Park to avoid being swept by the 
Nationals, the Padres have gone 7-4 and are riding a three-game winning streak. 

The Nationals have gone 4-4 and just lost a third straight game to the Los Angeles 
Dodgers on Sunday in Washington to slip four games off the lead in their division. 

The Nationals are the home team this time for a three-game series that opens 
Monday night with a matchup of left-handers — Gio Gonzalez (4-2, 2.36 ERA) 
going for Washington with Robbie Erlin (1-2, 3.46) making a spot start for San 
Diego. 

On paper, the pairing clearly favors the hosts. 

Erlin, 27, has met the Nationals twice in his career. Both games were at Nationals 
Park. Erlin is 0-2 in the matchups with a 16.39 ERA. 

In Erlin’s two previous outings in the nation’s capital, Erlin has given up 17 runs, 
19 hits and six walks with six strikeouts in 9 1/3 innings. The Nationals have hit 
.413 against Erlin, who has a 2.68 WHIP against Washington. 

This will be only the second start of the season for Erlin, who returned this year 
after having Tommy John elbow reconstruction surgery midway through 2016. 

Thirteen of Erlin’s 14 appearances this season have been out of the bullpen. His 
one previous start was April 16 against the Dodgers. He gave up six runs (five 
earned), seven hits and two walks with four strikeouts in three innings. 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/story/padres-nationals-go-opposite-ways-since-last-meeting-052018
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/washington-nationals-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/los-angeles-dodgers-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/los-angeles-dodgers-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/gio-gonzalez-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/robbie-erlin-player-stats
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Erlin is filling the vacancy created when rookie left-hander Joey Lucchesi went on 
the disabled list with a slightly strained glute. The Padres are hoping Lucchesi will 
miss only one start, although it looks like it could now be two or three. 

Gonzalez is no stranger to the Padres. He started the May 9 game that the 
Nationals lost 2-1. Gonzalez allowed one run, five hits and three walks in six 
innings. Afterward, he said he struggled with his command. 

Gonzalez was not involved in that decision. During his career, he has made seven 
starts against the Padres and has a 3-2 record with a 3.21 ERA, a 1.357 WHIP 
and a .253 opponents’ batting average. Against the Padres, Gonzalez has given 
up 19 runs (15 earned), 41 hits and 16 walks with 41 strikeouts in 42 innings. 

When the Nationals were in San Diego, first baseman-left fielder Matt Adams went 
3-for-8 with a double, two homers, six RBIs and three runs scored — although he 
got the third game off. 

Since leaving San Diego, Adams has hit only .143. Washington’s Bryce Harper is 
hitting .125 in the last eight games with a homer and three RBIs. 

Another key player in the first Padres-Nationals series was Howie Kendrick, who 
was 5-for-12 with a double and two runs scored. But Kendrick has been lost with a 
ruptured Achilles tendon and on Saturday the Nationals promoted a 19-year-old 
prospect from Double-A. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/joey-lucchesi-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/matt-adams-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/bryce-harper-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/howie-kendrick-player-stats
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Takeaways from the Padres’ 10-2 loss to the Nationals 
 
John Horvath, FOX Sports San Diego  

WASHINGTON– 19-year-old Juan Soto hit his first career home run in the second 
inning and the Washington Nationals never looked back, routing the Padres 10-2 
in front of 27,890 at Nationals Park. 

Washington improved to 25-21 while San Diego fell to 20-29. 

Takeaways 

Nats tee off on Padres pitching 

Robbie Erlin got the spot-start on Monday night for the Padres, starting in place 
of Joey Lucchesi (hip). It was the left-hander’s second start of the season. In his 
prior start on April 16 against the Dodgers, Erlin allowed seven hits and five 
earned runs in three innings. 

In the first, the 27-year-old cruised in a spotless 11-pitch inning. What happened 
next was a barrage of Nationals hits. 

In the second, Washington pushed across five runs on six hits. Three of those 
runs came off the bat of 19-year-old Juan Soto, who was making his first big 
league start. Soto followed a leadoff single by Mark Reynolds and a double 
by Pedro Severino with a 422-foot blast to left-center field. It was the rookie’s first 
MLB home run. Both Trea Turner and Bryce Harper registered RBI doubles later 
in the inning. 

Mark Reynolds led off the third inning with a home run for the sixth Nationals run 
of the night. It would be the final run that Erlin would allow. All in all, the southpaw 
threw four innings, giving up seven hits and six runs. 

“There were a lot of pitches that were elevated, a lot over the plate,” Erlin stated 
after his outing. “Kind of worked behind at times, which made things tougher. 
There are things to adjust going forward.” 

https://www.foxsports.com/san-diego/story/takeaways-from-the-padres-10-2-loss-to-the-nationals-052118
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/juan-soto-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/washington-nationals-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/joey-lucchesi-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/mark-reynolds-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/pedro-severino-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/trea-turner-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/bryce-harper-player-stats
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Bryan Mitchell followed Erlin with a three inning outing. The starter-turned-reliever 
did not do too much to provide relief. He allowed seven hits and four earned runs 
(two home runs) in mop-up duty. 

Bryce Harper led off the fifth inning with an opposite-field blast off Mitchell. In the 
7th, Mark Reynolds hit his second home run of the game, a two-out solo shot off 
the Padres right-hander. 

Reynolds has now hit four home runs in the six games he has played this season. 
  

Franmil Reyes hits first career home run 

In what was a quiet, four-hit effort for the Padres, the lone bright spot of the night 
came from Franmil Reyes. 

With the Padres down 6-0 in the top of the fourth, the 6’5″, 275-pound Reyes 
cracked an opposite-field two-run home run off Nats left-hander Gio Gonzalez. 
The home run was the first of the outfielder’s major league career. 

“It was a great swing for him, I know it was a big moment. I know he didn’t want to 
have it happen in a game like this, but the kid’s first home run is a lot of fun for 
him,” manager Andy Green said. 

The ball left Reyes’s bat at 108 miles-per-hour and traveled 398 feet into the right-
field seats. 

“Hopefully after this one, a lot more will come,” said Reyes. 

Roster move 

Prior to first pitch, the Padres recalled left-handed reliever Tyler Webb and sent 
down infielder Carlos Asuaje to Triple-A El Paso. Asuaje, whose playing time has 
been inconsistent in recent weeks, will look to move around the infield and 
increase his versatility. 

Webb gives the Padres another left-handed relief option out of the bullpen, as 
Erlin will likely be unavailable for the next few days after Monday’s start. 
 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/bryan-mitchell-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/franmil-reyes-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/gio-gonzalez-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/tyler-webb-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/carlos-asuaje-player-stats
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Hedges heads on rehab assignment 

Catcher Austin Hedges, who has been out since May 1 with tendinitis in his right 
elbow, began a rehab assignment tonight in Tacoma with the El Paso 
Chihuahuas. He had been working out and playing in extended spring training 
games in Arizona. 

 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/austin-hedges-player-stats
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