
Revisiting Tribe's projected Opening Day roster 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- As spring has progressed, Indians manager Terry Francona has noticed that Michael Brantley has increasingly been 
acting like himself again. That means Brantley has been chirpy around the batting cage and insistent about pushing the aggressiveness in his 
controlled workouts. 
 
Francona calls it being froggy. Picture a little kid in the back seat of a car on a long road trip, upping the level of annoyance as grandma's house 
gets closer. Brantley is that kid, but it's the end of his right ankle rehab that is the destination. The deeper into spring Brantley gets, the more 
that Opening Day seems like it might be a realistic target for the two-time All-Star left fielder. 
 
"He's doing really well," Francona said recently. "And the other thing, too, is this [spring], he's been able to hit the entire time. So when you 
ramp up, it's not like he's going to be playing catch-up, as far as physically with his hitting. He's been hitting a ton. He's getting antsy. He's in a 
good spot. When he starts to be a pain in the [rear], you know he's starting to feel good." 
Last spring, when Brantley was coming back from a right shoulder injury, he did not appear in his first Cactus League game until March 20, but 
he still got enough at-bats to earn a spot on the Opening Day roster. Brantley has not advanced to games yet, but his rehab has progressed 
well enough to include him on MLB.com's mid-spring prediction for Cleveland's season-opening roster. 
 
We made our predictions before Spring Training began, but some things have changed in the weeks that followed those educated guesses. 
Here is a look at how the Tribe's roster might shape up now, given what we've learned over the past month in Arizona: 
 
Catcher: Yan Gomes, Roberto Perez 
Nothing has changed in Cleveland's catching alignment. The only thing that Francona will need to determine is how he will distribute the innings 
between Gomes and Perez. Top prospect Francisco Mejia was optioned to Triple-A Columbus, and given the presence of the Tribe's two Major 
League catchers, he will get some outfield experience. 
 
First base: Yonder Alonso 
No change here. Signed to a two-year contract over the offseason, Alonso has been impressed with the environment around Cleveland's camp 
this spring. He homered on the first pitch he saw in an Indians uniform at the start of Cactus League play, and he projects to garner the bulk of 
the innings at first this year. 
Second base: Jason Kipnis 
In our first round of Opening Day roster predictions, Jose Ramirez was listed at second base. That was due to the uncertainty surrounding 
Brantley's situation. Without Brantley, it still seemed possible in early February that the Indians might consider an alignment with Ramirez at 
second and Kipnis in left field. That is no longer part of the plans. 
 
Shortstop: Francisco Lindor 
The only thing that has changed about this one is Lindor's look. He arrived to Spring Training with short-cropped silver hair, earning some 
ribbing from his teammates. Lindor has had a strong spring at the plate (1.045 OPS entering play Wednesday) and has noted that working on 
his defense is a top priority. 
Third base: Ramirez 
For the pre-spring predictions, having Ramirez at second base and Kipnis in the outfield led to having Yandy Diaz listed as the projected third 
baseman. A year ago, Diaz was the Opening Day third baseman due to Kipnis being out with injury. While Diaz has turned in a strong spring so 
far (1.027 OPS), his path to the roster is now more difficult, and a trip to Triple-A Columbus is not out of the question. 
 
Designated hitter: Edwin Encarnacion  
Encarnacion went 4-for-28 with a .450 OPS through his first 11 Cactus League games, but the veteran slugger has his spring routine down and 
is prepping for the regular season. Encarnacion has been playing a good amount of first base, along with Alonso, but he still projects as the 
main designated hitter. 
 
Outfield: Brantley, Lonnie Chisenhall, Bradley Zimmer 
Take this prediction with a grain of salt. If the Indians feel that Brantley's rehab schedule should go into April, the team will not hesitate to take 
that approach. So far, though, there have been no setbacks in his comeback. Brantley has been unrestricted with his hitting and has advanced 
to baserunning and outfield work. 
 
Bench: Rajai Davis, Melvin Upton Jr., Giovanny Urshela 
For the earlier predictions, the three players listed here were Abraham Almonte, Erik Gonzalez and Upton. Almonte was optioned to Triple-A 
Columbus on Sunday, taking him out of the outfield mix. The utility job race between Gonzalez and Urshela remains too close to call, but 
Urshela been on a tear at the plate (.520 average and 1.418 OPS in 12 games) and has shown the ability to handle second and short, along 
with third. For the outfield, the three lefty-swinging starters could use some right-handed complements, especially if Brantley needs some days 
off built in early on. That makes it possible for both Davis and Upton (non-roster invitees) to both make the roster. 
 
Rotation: Trevor Bauer, Carlos Carrasco, Corey Kluber, Mike Clevinger, Josh Tomlin 
Danny Salazar was in the rotation for the pre-spring predictions, but that was before it was revealed that the pitcher was dealing with right 
shoulder inflammation. Salazar has built up to throwing long toss, but he has yet to get back on a mound. He will open on the disabled list. 



Kluber, Carrasco and Bauer remain locked in, and Francona announced earlier in camp that Clevinger would be one of the starters. Tomlin is 
the top candidate for the fifth spot. 
 
Bullpen: Cody Allen, Nick Goody, Zach McAllister, Ryan Merritt, Andrew Miller, Tyler Olson, Dan Otero 
Clevinger was listed in the earlier bullpen predictions, but that has since changed. There are still six spots (Allen, Goody, McAllister, Miller, 
Olson and Otero) set in stone -- barring anything unexpected -- leaving one vacancy. There could be two openings if the Indians opt for an 
eight-man bullpen to start the year. The main contenders for the final job(s) appear to be Matt Belisle, Evan Marshall, Merritt and Carlos Torres. 
We'll go with Merritt right now. The lefty is out of options and remains an important layer of depth for the rotation. That last spot, however, is too 
close to call. 
 
Josh Tomlin's dad vows to walk again, but first his son wants him to drive to Cleveland 
By Zack Meisel 4h ago  1   
GOODYEAR, Ariz. — Jerry Tomlin has heard it all: 2 percent, 1 percent, 0 percent. The number, however tiny, means little to him. 
 
Whether he walks again will be determined by his own volition, not some doctor’s statistical analysis. 
 
“It doesn’t matter what they tell him,” Josh Tomlin said of his dad. “He’s like, ‘I’ll find a way to walk again. I’m not gonna win a race anymore, but 
I’ll find a way to walk again.’ ” 
 
Jerry has been paralyzed from the chest down for a year and a half now. In August 2016, he suffered an arteriovenous malformation, a tangling 
of blood vessels on his spinal cord, which required emergency surgery. He has since been restricted to a wheelchair, but Tomlin is hopeful his 
dad will soon be equipped to trek to Progressive Field.  
 
Jerry is closing in on obtaining a license that will permit him to drive a specially modified car, with controls at his fingertips behind the wheel. 
 
“Hopefully he’ll get in a car and haul ass to Cleveland and stay a little while,” Tomlin said, laughing. 
 
If Jerry completes his series of driving exams — which test his attributes such as his hand/eye coordination, reflexes and range of motion — 
he’ll be able to equip a car with certain handles, mechanisms and a suitable seat. There are different contraptions that can lift his wheelchair 
and place it in the driver’s position, or scoop him up and plop him down in the driver’s seat. There are hand controls that govern braking and 
accelerating and devices that ease the process of steering or opening doors. Jerry has had evaluations performed to determine the right setup 
for him and the best make and model to have converted. 
 
They haven’t traveled the smoothest road to reach this mile marker. Some days are good, rooted in progress. Others are bad, marked by 
frustration. It has been difficult for Tomlin to watch his dad, a proud Texan with a relentless work ethic, confront his new, harsh realities. 
 
Tomlin took a brief leave of absence from the Indians in August 2016. He returned to the mound a few days later, and his struggles reached a 
crescendo. He temporarily lost his grip on a rotation spot, but he rose to the occasion in the postseason, when the Indians found themselves 
short 2 1/10 starting pitchers. 
 
Tomlin started Game 3 of the World Series, and whenever he needed to exhale or shrug off the spotlight, he’d peer toward Section 122. There 
sat Jerry, in his wheelchair, just two months removed from when he first felt that burning sensation in his stomach. Nine days earlier — Tomlin’s 
32nd birthday and the day the Indians puffed victory cigars in the visitors clubhouse in Toronto for clinching a World Series berth — Jerry had 
been released from the Baylor Institute for Rehabilitation. 
 
Father and son used to dream up fantasy scenarios in their backyard in Whitehouse, Texas. Little Josh would wait for the sign from his dad, 
who sat on a bucket. Tomlin would fire a strike, and the two would jump in the air and throw their gloves. As Tomlin blanked the Cubs for 4 2/3 
innings on the north side of Chicago that late-October night, Jerry was mentally heaving his glove toward the sky and jumping up and down. 
 
Jerry is back to work now, behind a desk. He completes his physical therapy from home. Tomlin’s cousin constructed a table for Jerry to use for 
his training regimen, though Tomlin’s deer and duck mounts have since seized the space. Now, Jerry uses a chair to try to strengthen his arms 
and his core. 
 
“He lost feeling from his chest down,” Tomlin said, “so he has no feeling in his core. That’s kind of what’s holding him back from being able to 
do more things, be more mobile.” 
 
Jerry still believes he’ll walk again, that he’ll return to his customary way of life, without the daily challenges and workarounds. Doctors can toss 
any percentage his way. His mind has never veered from 100 percent. 
 
“That’s how he’s always been,” Tomlin said. “You can call it mental toughness or whatever you want to call it. It’s probably more stubbornness 
than anything. It doesn’t matter what they tell him.” 
 
Starting 9: Indians ought to hold back cash next spring, plus more on Yandy Diaz, Trevor Bauer and Bradley Zimmer 
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1. This was a historically cold offseason as it pertains to free-agent signings. Never had so few players signed before February. Never has free 
agency been so devalued. 
 
While top 1 percenters will continue to enjoy record deals and relatively handsome sums — Yu Darvish was paid this offseason and Bryce 
Harper, Manny Machado and Clayton Kershaw will be next offseason — baseball’s middle class of free agents continues to be pinched. I have 
researched for FanGraphs how the middle class of players continues to be embattled with pre-arb players taking on a greater share of workload 
due to a variety of reasons. Perhaps the main reason is, like in so many industries, business owners and the executives they employ are willing 
to pay premiums for elite talent but would rather pay lower wages for what they view as fungible assets. And this trend appears to be 
accelerating. 
 
Consider that FanGraphs’ crowdsourced estimates predicted the middle tier of free agents to sign to date — “middle class” defined as deals of 
$45 million guaranteed or less — would earn $753 million. They’ve signed for $471 million. That’s 37.5 percent under the predicted totals. 
Similar free agents signed for 19 percent less than forecasts the previous four seasons combined. 
 
As teams continue to try to work toward greater payroll efficiency, as teams continue to prefer to replace average veteran production with 
average cheap, cost-controlled production, prices could continue to drop. The most recent examples of this trend are the Royals signing Mike 
Moustakas to a one-year, $6.5 million deal last week, the Twins signing Lance Lynn to a one-year deal over the weekend, and Neil Walker — 
owner of seven consecutive seasons of two WAR or better — signing a relatively modest one-year, $4 million deal Monday with the Yankees. 
Moustakas hit 38 home runs last season. Lynn was expected to do far better in free agency. Walker, too. The Indians might have found their 
own value in signing Yonder Alonso to a two-year, $16 million pact.  
 
The Indians struck early on Alonso, but there is generally more value later on in the offseason. Another study of FanGraphs’ crowdsourcing 
found free-agent deals signed before the New Year tended to be fairly in line with actual contracts, while deals signed after the New Year were 
for 20 percent less than forecasts, telling of players willing to lower demands as spring training camps open and of the lack of markets for 
services. 
 
The lesson? Perhaps the Indians should hold some cash in reserve until February and even March next spring. The middle class of free agents 
figures to continue to be pinched. There could be buying opportunity. 
 
2. Speaking of free-agency value, while the Indians remain heavy AL Central favorites, the Twins have been perhaps the top value shoppers of 
the offseason, taking advantage of this unusual offseason. 
The Twins likely capped an aggressive offseason with the much-needed addition of quality starting pitching production in Lynn. While one can 
argue the Twins should have continued to bid up for Darvish, to roster a legit ace — Lynn — on a one-year deal is a much-needed fit for a 
Twins club that entered the offseason with 8.4 WAR projected from their starting pitchers. According to FanGraphs projections, it was the 
lowest total among AL playoff hopefuls. The signing moves the Twins a little closer to the Indians. 
 
3. One problem for the Indians when looking beyond this season and toward next year’s free-agency class is what happened with relievers this 
winter. 
 
While this was a relatively awful winter for many free agents, relievers were the one group unaffected. Relievers lead all position groups with 
$371 million dollars guaranteed in free-agent deals to date this offseason, according to Spotrac. There are a number of reasons behind this 
development. Relievers’ workload continues to increase, setting a record as relievers accounted for 35.2 percent of innings last season, a 3 
percentage point increase from 2016, and relievers took on an even greater share of innings in the postseason (46.4 percent). 
 
Moreover, every type of club values relievers. Contending clubs value them. Rebuilding clubs know they can flip relievers at the deadline as 
relatively low-cost trade chips. Teams in the middle believe their impact might help get them into the playoffs. Relievers are only going to 
become more in demand, and Andrew Miller and Cody Allen are free agents after the 2018 season. 
 
4. Francisco Mejia should be looked at as a future catcher, but in this high strikeout environment, experimenting with Mejia in the outfield is 
inspired as most positions are seeing 20 percent fewer defensive opportunities compared with a season ago. Mejia has an 80-grade arm, 
according to Baseball America, and is an interesting fit in right field. 
 
5. While Trevor Bauer enjoyed a breakout season — really, a breakout second half — there is more upside remaining if he can increase the 
usage and effectiveness of his slider, which is a goal of his in 2018. Don’t underestimate the analytical Bauer’s ability to design and execute a 
pitch. He is a builder and experimenter. And with pitchers moving further and further away from conventional thought and conventional pitch 
usage, Bauer with two-plus breaking balls could enter top-of-the-rotation status. By relying upon his curveball the second half of last season, 
Bauer produced the 18th most WAR among all pitchers after the All-Star break. 
 
6. The Indians have starting pitching depth at the moment, they have perhaps the best staff in the game, but they will likely be keeping a close 
eye on Tampa’s experiment with a four-man pitching staff this season. 
 



Not only is there data-based reasoning for reducing the duration of starting pitchers’ outings — batters are generally more effective each time 
through the lineup, for instance — but also, if a team can shed one member of its starting rotation through shorter but more frequent starts it will 
represent a significant cash savings as starting pitchers remain the most expensive position type in the game. 
 
7. The upside of Bradley Zimmer is fascinating. Only Byron Buxton and Billy Hamilton were faster last season, and Zimmer has better than 
average raw power. He added loft to his swing last season and blasted a home run to center field Monday versus the Rangers. There's star 
potential here with a reduction in strikeouts. 
 
8. Yandy Diaz is going to be a significant part of the Indians … eventually. 
 
Diaz remains one of the more intriguing prospects within the organization given his bat speed, exit velocity and ability to play on the left side of 
the infield. While much has been made about Diaz’s launch angle, while he would be one of the players to seemingly most benefit from joining 
the air-ball revolution — and Diaz began working on swing alterations last summer — former Indians assistant hitting coach Matt Quartaro, now 
with the Rays, noted another issue is Diaz allows the ball to travel for an unusually long time. It’s not just his launch angle but also his point of 
impact. This means much of his elevated batted-ball contact is to the opposite field, like a Joe Mauer or D.J. LeMahieu, further sapping his 
power. 
 
Consider this spare chart of his elevated batted ball via Baseball Savant: 
But, as Quartaro noted, letting the ball travel also plays a role in his batting eye and double-digit walk rate throughout his minor-league career. 
 
It makes sense for Diaz to get off the ground more, but he might also be built for a Jeter-like opposite field approach. How much should the 
Indians try to change him? 
 
9. Indians manager Terry Francona believes Greg Allen is going to be an above-average defensive center fielder. Even if he appears to be 
roadblocked at the moment, there could still be value to be had in his being on a 25-man roster like Jarrod Dyson with the Royals in recent 
seasons. Dyson signed a two-year with the Diamondbacks this offseason — getting more guaranteed money than Moustakas, telling of how 
teams value his skill set versus that of Moustakas. However, Melvin Upton Jr. might be the better short-term fit in center as a platoon partner for 
Zimmer, and breaking camp with Upton would give the club additional depth. 
 
STAT OF THE WEEK: 11 
Games the Indians are projected to win the AL Central division by, according to FanGraphs. Despite the Twins being busy this winter, the 
Indians remain heavy favorites. 
 
HE SAID IT 
“You see teams using more platoons, defensive replacements late in games. You put in the offensive guy early, you get the lead … and he 
comes out for a better defensive player. It’s kind of the reverse of having a pinch hitter come in late, basically. 
 
“The game dictates. Players who are skilled in one area, who have a defined skill, like this guy has a defensive glove that we can put in late — 
you have to be above average or special (in an area) to get on the field. If you are just average, you are not going to find it.” 
 
Safety net in waiting and 6 other things we learned  about the Cleveland Indians on Tuesday 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio - Of the 50 players still in camp for the Indians, 16 are on minor league contracts after spending last season with other 
organizations. 
 
They won't all make the 25-man roster, but there is a way that the Indians could keep a select few as a safety net. The Indians, under the 
Article XX B clause in the basic agreement, could retain qualified players by offering them a $100,000 retention bonus for them to play in the 
minors. 
 
A player must have at least six years in the big leagues, ended last season on a 40-man roster or the 60-day disabled list and signed a minor 
league deal during the offseason to qualify. The Indians have six such players - relievers Matt Belisle and Carlos Torres, outfielders Rajai Davis 
and Melvin Upton, first baseman-DH Mike Napoli and catcher Ryan Hanigan. 
 
A team must inform these players at least five days before the March 29 season opener if they're going to make the big-league club or be 
released. At that time they can offer them the retention bonus, which includes an opt out clause by June 1. 
 
There are one, maybe two, spots available in the bullpen. Manager Terry Francona has mentioned Belisle and Torres as possibilities for those 
jobs. The Indians signed them in late February. 
 
 
Belisle and Torres have appeared in five games each. They've posted ERAs of 3.00 and allowed a lot of hits - 10 in six innings by Belisle and 
nine in six innings by Torres. 
 
Davis, who could still make the team outright, is hitting .280 (7-for-25) in 10 games. He's stolen two bases in three attempts. 



 
Upton, like Davis, could still make the team depending on the health of Michael Brantley and Brandon Guyer. 
 
Hanigan is hitting .143 (1-for-7). He's appeared in seven games.  
 
The Indians brought Napoli, 36, to camp to give him a chance to sign with another team. It would seem unlikely he'd take the bonus or the 
Indians would offer it. 
 
The Indians were able to sign four of the six veterans after the start of spring training because of the stalled free agent market. Could that same 
market play a role in whether they would accept the retention bonus if it was offered? 
 
No. 1: Message to Bobby Bradley 
 
Here's what Francona told first base prospect Bobby Bradley after he was told he was being sent to the minors on Monday. 
 
"Some send downs are tough. This is the way guys make their living," said Francona. "But for Bobby I think that was anything but that. I 
reminded him that he's 21-year-olds and hasn't even been to Triple-A yet. I told him to enjoy seeing how good he can be. . .You're only young 
once and enjoy doing things right. I think he's on a real good pace. He was a real highlight for us." 
 
Akron's Bradley blasts first Double-A homer 
 
No. 2: What outfield position is Francisco Mejia going to play 
 
When the Indians optioned catcher Francisco Mejia to Class AAA Columbus on Monday, they said he was going to get some playing time in the 
outfield. It doesn't sound like it's going to be center field, so what about right or left? 
 
"We'll get to that," said Francona. "We just want to let him get out there and see how comfortable he is." 
 
No. 3: Jose Ramirez and the streak 
 
A reporter asked Francona about Jose Ramirez and what he did during the Indians historic 22-game winning streak last year. In case you 
forgot, Ramirez hit .423 (30-for-71) with 11 doubles eight homers and 14 homers. 
 
"Everytime you looked up, he seemed to be on second base," said Francona. "He was hitting doubles all over the place." 
 
He hit 56 doubles for the season, tied for the AL lead. The year before hit 46. 
 
Ramirez is the AL Player of the Week 
No. 4: Spring training and Carlos Carrasco. 
 
Last year the Indians wanted Carrasco to throw 30 innings in spring training because he'd missed most of September and all of the postseason 
with a broken right hand. Carrasco, bothered by a sore elbow, pitched 15 innings instead and set career highs during the regular season by 
winning 18 games and pitching 200 innings. 
"Carlos has looked really good this spring," said Francona. "His breaking ball has looked really good. We'd like to see him pitch about 220 
innings." 
 
The Indians have eased Carrasco into spring games this year. He's made three appearances, including two starts, and thrown six innings. He 
has 12 strikeouts and one walk in those six innings. 
 
No. 5: Swing and a miss 
 
Through Monday's 4-2 win over Texas, Indians' pitchers were leading the big leagues with 190 strikeouts during the spring seasons in Arizona 
and Florida. That should sound familiar. 
 
Over the last four regular seasons, Tribe pitchers have led the AL in strikeouts. In 2013, they finished second. Trevor Bauer leads the team this 
spring with 18 followed by Corey Kluber with 15, Carrasco with 12, Alexi Ogando with 11, Josh Tomlin with 10 and Mike Clevinger with nine. 
Ogando is the only reliever in that group. 
 
The Indians had an off day on Tuesday. 
 
No. 6: What to do with Ogando 
 
Ogando, in camp on a minor league deal, has put together a good spring. In six appearances, he's allowed one run on five hits in six innings. 
He's struck out 11, walked three and the opposition is hitting .227 against him. 



 
The six-year big league veteran was a starter last year in Korea where he went 10-5 with a 3.93 ERA in 19 starts. He has told the Indians he'd 
still like to start, but he's worked exclusively as a reliever so far this spring. 
"He's an interesting guy," said Francona. "He's got major league experience. His arm looks healthy. Can he start? Is he better off in the 
bullpen? Those are things we'll get to as we get deeper into camp." 
Ogando, who helped Texas reach the World Series in 2010 and 2011, hasn't pitched in the big leagues since 2016 with Atlanta. He went 2-1 
with a 3.94 ERA in 36 appearances. The 6-4 right-hander struck out 29, walked 23 in 32 innings. 
 


